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                                WASHINGTON - Cryptocurrency exchange Kraken on Thursday launched a peer-to-peer payments app that enables users to send and receive funds - in both cryptocurrency and fiat currency - across more than a hundred countries.
The move is a bid to expand Kraken's offerings beyond its digital asset trading business, and puts the firm in competition with PayPal, Venmo and Block's CashApp.

Why it's important

Crypto exchanges such as Kraken are increasingly signalling an interest in expanding outside of the digital asset trading that initially became popular with retail investors. Kraken said last month that it is launching tokens of US equities, called xStocks, in select markets outside the United States.

Context

Krak users will have a dedicated spend account and will be able to instantly send and request payments across 300 different assets, including crypto and local currencies, the company said in a press release. Crypto transfers will be made using blockchain technology, while Kraken will make cash transfers internally without using external banking infrastructure.

Key quote

"We're able to move money across borders right off the bat, because that's what we do from a trading perspective in our venues, and we've actually already spent over 10 years building out that system for money transmitter licenses... in all the jurisdictions," said Arjun Sethi, co-CEO of Kraken, in an interview with Reuters.

"You have to do that as an exchange anyways, and so what we realised is that our customers just wanted to do more with their money."

What's next

Kraken plans to launch a series of products through Krak in the future, including physical and virtual cards as well as pay-in-advance services like loans, the company said.
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                Imports fell by nearly one-third during the first five months of the year, with Vietnamese exporters hit hardest
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                                HONG KONG - China's imports of fresh durians have fallen this year because of stricter sanitation checks at the border, according to people who follow the trade.
The value of fresh durian imports in the first five months of this year fell by 32.5% year on year to US$1.93 billion, according to the General Administration of Customs.

By volume, imports were down 32.9% to 390,900 tonnes.

Hardest hit was Vietnam, which saw nearly 62% year-on-year declines in both the value and volume of durians shipped to China, customs data shows. Vietnam's shipments totalled US$254 million during the first five months of 2025.

Imports from Thailand fell 24% year-on-year in US dollar terms over the same period to $1.67 billion, with a slightly smaller decline in volume terms. Thailand retained its title as China's top source of imports, followed by Vietnam and other Southeast Asian countries.

Tighter safeguards against pesticides and other sanitation issues have slowed imports, people who follow trade said on Tuesday, adding that exporters might need some time to get used to the new rules.

"Vietnamese growers and traders need to meet the standards," said Nguyen Thanh Trung, a political scientist at Fulbright University Vietnam. "This year I think they may be affected a lot, but growers and traders will learn."

China's customs policy had changed in terms of measuring amounts of pesticide residue against the maximum levels allowable for imports, said Sam Sin, development director at the Hong Kong-based durian exporter S&F; Produce Group.

The pungent spiky fruit is big business in China, where a 6 kilogrammes (13.2 pounds) durian can fetch as much as 200 yuan ($27.87). Dubbed the king of fruits, they are popular with middle-class families as well as dessert makers and givers of gifts for occasions such as weddings.

But Chinese supermarkets have high food safety standards and earlier this year customs officials were inspecting all durian shipments for a toxic yellow dye and any heavy metals, according to VietnamNet, a news outlet affiliated with the Southeast Asian country's Ministry of Information and Communications.

Nhan Dan, the official media outlet of the Communist Party of Vietnam, said in April that durians shipped to China made up more than 92% of Vietnam's total durian exports in January last year but just 57.6% this January because China had implemented "stricter controls" on exporting countries.

The reports suggested that China had "tightened customs inspections and quality control" for fruit shipments, said Lim Chin Khee, an adviser to the Durian Academy, a Malaysian institution that trains local growers.

China's General Administration of Customs did not immediately answer a request for comment.

Huynh Xuan Son, who has been growing durian on 12 hectares (30 acres) of land in the southern Vietnamese province of Binh Thuan for seven years, said many parts of Vietnam do not have local fruit testing laboratories. That shortage led to delays in gaining export approvals, "hurting competitiveness against Thailand".

Vietnam is a relatively new source of durians for China, which lacks a domestic crop of comparable scale, and analysts said it appeared that some Vietnamese growers were still figuring out export-quality sanitation.

"Thailand moved with impressive speed to establish farm-level testing facilities and quickly restored China's trust," said Dan Martin, a Hanoi-based international business adviser with the consultancy Dezan Shira & Associates.

"Vietnamese exporters, however, remain shut out by repeated border rejections stemming from contaminant detection and a glaring lack of screening systems before fruit ever leaves the farm."
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                                KUHMO - In a Finnish town a stone's throw from Russia, Moscow's reported military build-up on its side of the border is raising concerns about the Nordic country's security, locals told Agence France-Presse (AFP).
Finland, which dropped decades of military non-alignment to join the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (Nato) in 2023, shares a 1,340-kilometre (830-mile) border with Russia.

Recent satellite images obtained by media outlets including the New York Times, Finnish public broadcaster Yle and Swedish broadcaster SVT have revealed an expansion of Russian military infrastructure in various locations near the Finnish border.

Speculation is rife that Russia could be preparing for future military action against Finland once its war in Ukraine is over.

Moscow has repeatedly warned Finland of repercussions since it joined Nato after Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022.

"We have now noticed some new organisational changes, such as new divisions which are beginning to appear near Finland's borders," military expert Emil Kastehelmi, of Finland-based Black Bird Group which analyses Russia's invasion of Ukraine and the Russian forces near Nato's eastern border, told AFP.

"Russia continues to build, prepare and train in the vicinity of Finland's and Nato's eastern border," he said.

Kastehelmi said the Russian activity was a reaction to Finland's Nato accession, as well as an attempt to step up recruitment of soldiers and a result of the re-establishment of the Leningrad Military District near the border last year.

In May, the Finnish Defence Forces told AFP that "Russia is building more infrastructure to be able to bring in more troops after the war (in Ukraine) is over".

Finnish Defence Minister Antti Hakkanen told AFP that Helsinki was "closely monitoring and assessing Russia's activities and intentions" together with its allies.

Preparing for different scenarios

In the small border town of Kuhmo, around 600 kilometres north of Helsinki, 49-year-old Samuli Pulkkinen was selling seasonal berries and vegetables outside a grocery store.

He said locals were increasingly worried about another war with Russia -- the last one, in 1939-1940, saw Finland cede 11% of its territory.

"After a long period of peace, everyone is of course now talking about war and the threat of war," Pulkkinen told AFP.

"It's really sad that it's as if this time of peace is already over, that there is a constant threat that something bad will happen or will happen in the next few years."

"I myself think it's very likely," he added ominously.

Kuhmo, with a population of less than 10,000, is located some 60 kilometres from the closed Vartius border crossing.

The proximity to Russia has always influenced Finland's eastern border regions.

Many locals have family on both sides of the border, and tourism and cross-border trade were important sources of income before 2022.

"I'm not worrying too much, because living with fear is challenging in one's daily life," said a 67-year-old man who asked to remain anonymous.

"But thinking about the future generations, children and grandchildren, I worry about their future."

Closed border

Finland is building a 200-kilometre border fence aimed at preventing Russia from "instrumentalising migrants" across its border to destabilise Finland.

The Nordic country shut its border with Russia in December 2023 until further notice, after the arrival of around 1,000 migrants without visas. Helsinki said the surge was orchestrated by Russia -- a claim Moscow denied.

Tomi Tirkkonen, deputy commander of the Kainuu border guard district which includes Kuhmo, said the border guard was monitoring activity along the eastern border on a daily basis, and was "very well updated about the situation on the Russian side."

"There is no reason to be scared, the situation is completely under the control of the Finnish border guard," he told AFP during a visit to the Vartius border crossing, located amidst lush forest.

"We are prepared for the many different kinds of scenarios," Tirkkonen said, unable to divulge "operational and classified" details.

Finland has beefed up its military investments and preparedness since joining Nato, and has urged citizens to increase their civil preparedness.

'No immediate threat'

The Nordic country backs Nato's 5% spending target and has launched a reform of its defence forces to tackle the security threat.

Pirjo Rasinkangas, who was visiting relatives in Kuhmo, said she supported Finland's decision to shut the border and build the border fence, saying it gave her a "sense of safety".

"I am still trying to be a bit positive and think that it won't get worse at least," she said.

"Of course we discuss what comes next with my family. Because it feels like there are such bleak prospects cropping up all the time," the 54-year-old added.

Analyst Kastehelmi said the increased Russian military activity posed no immediate threat to Finland's security nor indicated Russia was preparing a military attack.

Finnish President Alexander Stubb assured in a Cable News Network (CNN) interview in May that Russia's military bases along the border were nothing new and "there is a normal build-up" of troops there.

"The most important question is what happens when the war in Ukraine ends," Kastehelmi said.

"It (would be) a very worrying sign if, for example, Russia doesn't discharge or demobilise soldiers after the active military operations in Ukraine end."
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                                LONDON - The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) is rolling out paid subscriptions in the United States, it said on Thursday, as the publicly-funded broadcaster explores new revenue streams amid negotiations with the British government over its funding.
The BBC has in recent years seen a fall in the number of people paying the licence fee, a charge of PS174.50 (US$239.76) a year levied on all households who watch live television, as viewers have turned to more content online.

From Thursday, frequent US visitors to the BBC's news website will have to pay $49.99 per year or $8.99 per month for unlimited access to news articles, feature stories, and a 24-hour livestream of its news programmes.

While its services will remain free to British users as part of its public service remit, its news website operates commercially and reaches 139 million users worldwide, including nearly 60 million in the US.

The new pay model uses an engagement-based system, the corporation said in a statement, allowing casual readers to access free content.

"Over the next few months, as we test and learn more about audience needs and habits, additional long-form factual content will be added to the offer for paying users," said Rebecca Glashow, CEO of BBC Global Media & Streaming.

The British government said last November it would review the BBC's Royal Charter, which sets out the broadcaster's terms and funding model, with the aim of ensuring a sustainable and fair system beyond 2027.

To give the corporation financial certainty up to then, the government said it was committed to keeping the licence in its current form and would lift the fee in line with inflation.
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                Israel-Iran conflict could push up LNG prices, leading to higher electricity bills
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                                The tentative ceasefire between Israel and Iran is giving Thai energy regulators more time to brace for liquefied natural gas (LNG) price fluctuations, which often lead to higher electricity bills, says an energy official who requested anonymity.
The Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC) is working on plans to ensure Thailand will have sufficient LNG for use, acquiring it at prices that will not affect the cost of power generation in the country, said the official.

Gas makes up 60% of the fuels used for electricity generation in Thailand. Changes in LNG prices could mean higher or lower electricity bills.

"The goal is to prevent electricity prices from skyrocketing," said the official.

The current power tariff, applicable between May and August, is 3.98 baht per kilowatt-hour (unit), a drop from 4.15 baht in the previous four months.

The outbreak of the Israel-Iran war earlier this month caused fresh concerns at the ERC because Thailand imports LNG from the Middle East and its transport may be disrupted if Iran closes the Strait of Hormuz, a key oil and gas shipping lane.

Attacks between the two countries caused LNG prices in the spot market to rise by 10% for a short time, then they returned to normal after US President Donald Trump announced a ceasefire.

LNG prices are currently US$12-13 per million British thermal units.

It is uncertain whether Israel and Iran will stick to the ceasefire agreement because shortly after Trump's announcement, the two countries continued attacking each other.

The ERC said the conflict has yet to affect LNG purchases and shipping in the Middle East, but the commission needs to prepare measures if unexpected events lead to an LNG supply shock.

One measure involves purchasing more natural gas from the Gulf of Thailand, the Malaysia-Thailand Joint Development Area and Myanmar.
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                Border tension, government instability, tariffs and geopolitical turmoil all having an impact
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                                The University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce (UTCC) has downgraded its 2025 gross domestic product (GDP) growth projection for Thailand to 1.7% from 3%.
The adjustment reflects escalating risks including US tariffs, the Israel-Iran conflict, the border tensions with Cambodia and government instability.

Other factors influencing the outlook include a sluggish recovery in the industrial sector, with capacity utilisation at only 65.1%, a fourth consecutive quarter of decline in private sector investment, and potential decreases in exports and tourism in the second half of the year.

Moreover, household debt is expected to rise to 87.4% of GDP.

"The revised GDP target of 1.7% is based on a relatively favourable scenario, including US tariff rates of 15-20%, a quick resolution to the Israel-Iran conflict and Cambodian border tensions, and the prime minister completing a full term in office," said Thanavath Phonvichai, president of the university.

"This would allow for the disbursement of 50% of the budget, with exports predicted to grow by 2.5% this year."

He warned that this year's GDP could fluctuate based on the severity of various risk factors.

In the worst case, growth could drop to 0.9% if Thailand's political situation becomes unstable, possibly due to the prime minister dissolving parliament. This situation could restrict economic stimulus budget disbursement to just 25%, said Mr Thanavath.

In addition, the US might impose tariffs of 25-30% on Thai products, while escalating tensions on the border with Cambodia could lead to the closure of all border checkpoints along the Thai-Cambodian border throughout the year, according to the UTCC.

In the best case, growth could reach 2.3%, surpassing the UTCC's forecast. This scenario would require the premier to remain in office until the end of the year, enabling 75% of the budget to be disbursed.

In addition, the US could impose tariffs of 10% on Thai products, and tensions between Thailand and Cambodia as well as the Israel-Iran conflict would need to be resolved quickly.

To mitigate economic volatility in Thailand, Mr Thanavath said the government must actively pursue trade negotiations with the US, expedite budget disbursements, and ease credit restrictions.

Loan growth lags deposit growth due to stringent lending practices by banks, he said.

The Bank of Thailand should work with commercial banks to relax lending criteria, particularly for housing and auto loans, to stimulate economic activity, said Mr Thanavath.

Addressing household debt and encouraging private sector investment are also crucial for sustaining economic growth, he said.
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                  Thai tourism businesses unfazed by casino bill delay                

                Hoteliers say plan is controversial and public deserves a bigger say
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                                The government's decision to put its entertainment complex bill on the back burner should not affect Thailand's tourism industry, as the country has welcomed plenty of tourists without this type of attraction in the past, according to the Thai Hotels Association (THA).
First reading of the controversial bill, which calls for legalised casino gambling, was originally scheduled for next week  when the House of Representatives reconvenes. But it was postponed as the government said it needed to gather more public opinion.

THA president Thienprasit Chaiyapatranun said developing an entertainment complex with a casino requires caution, particularly regarding tourism and the social impact. 

He said the delay should not affect Thailand's tourism industry, despite concerns from some parties about falling behind Japan, which is accelerating the opening of its MGM Osaka complex to 2030.

In 2019, Thailand recorded almost 40 million foreign tourist arrivals, even struggling with overcapacity in some areas, before there was any talk of integrated resorts.

Mr Thienprasit said allowing casinos to occupy 10% of the total area of an entertainment complex is too much, compared with the average 5% in Macau and Singapore.

In addition, he said the government has not clarified the taxation plan for gaming businesses, nor has it announced gambling control measures.

To benefit the tourism industry, Mr Thienprasit said the project should be located in the provinces to create an emerging destination, as Bangkok is already a key destination for tourists.

Some areas such as Phuket have voiced opposition to legal casinos. He said there should be referendums, letting locals voice their opinion.

Co-payment boost

For now, the industry is looking forward to an expected boost in domestic business when the Half-Half accommodation subsidy promotion starts in July.

Mr Thienprasit said the campaign should lift the average occupancy rate by five percentage points from the average of 40-50% during the low season.

Growth will be limited due to the small number of room nights covered -- only 500,000, half the amount proposed by the industry -- as well as the subsidy value cap of 3,000 baht per room, he said.

Given the backdrop of the sluggish Chinese market and geopolitical conflicts, Mr Thienprasit estimated most hotels would enrol in the scheme to beef up their occupancy with local guests.
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                  Thailand cuts all internet links to Cambodia                

                Regulator orders operators to track SIM sales as government puts squeeze on scammers
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                                Thailand's telecom regulator has has ordered all Thai operators to stop providing broadband and mobile internet connections to Cambodia, while requiring reports of SIM card sales every 15 days.
The National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) said it had imposed the measures as part of the government's drive to take down call centre scammers and cut cybercrime.

The main focus of the campaign is the border area around the Khlong Luek crossing in Aranyaprathet district of Sa Kaeo, opposite the Cambodian casino town of Poipet, said Trairat Viriyasirikul, the NBTC deputy secretary-general.

All data and voice communication would be cut off in areas near the border within 15 days, with services reduced or restricted in areas farther away, according to the regulator.

However, the NBTC said it was working on ways to ensure that Thais living near the border could still use their mobile phones. Operators are expected to deploy mobile SIM vehicles to ease any problems for their customers.

Cambodia earlier cut off internet connectivity from Thailand, but Thai private operators serving Cambodia continued to offer services as usual, Mr Trairat said.

Fourteen Thai companies offer broadband internet in the neighbouring country.

However, after a meeting on Thursday, regulators decided to order operators to cut off all signals to Cambodia.

Operators who wish to provide any service must produce evidence of the purpose and indicate the nature of the business involved. They must tell the regulator the bandwidth they will use, and evaluate whether there is any risk it could be used by scammers.

For Thai operators with branches in Cambodia, a separate transmission system will be put in place, in order to ensure their services are not affected by the signal cut, Mr Trairat said.

Every SIM card used in Cambodia requires the user to supply identification and purposes of use, and operators must submit updated reports on SIM card sales to the NBTC every 15 days.

Cybercrime drops after connectivity cut

Pol Gen Thatchai Pitaneelaboot, inspector-general of the Royal Thai Police, said the Thai government's order to seal the Cambodian border and cut telecommunications has resulted in fewer cases of cybercrime.

Thailand is also preparing to seek prosecutions against the owners of two high-rise buildings in Poipet, believed to be the major bases of scammers.

"In the past, we barely received any cooperation from Cambodia to crack down on scams," said Pol Maj Thatchai. "Cambodian police have not contacted us since the border tensions began."

Further cooperation now depends on the border situation between the two countries, he added.

Thai police have been focusing their attention on Huione Group, a Cambodian financial firm, but they do not yet have enough evidence to pursue the case, Pol Gen Thatchai said.

The United States said in May that it was banning Huione Group from the US financial system, deeming it a "primary money laundering concern".

Thai cyber police have said they found significant sums believed to come from online gambling and call centre scams were being channelled into Huione Group, according to local media reports.

Investigations are continuing, with authorities reportedly examining a potential connection to a nephew of Hun Sen as well.
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                  Thai cannabis industry thrown into chaos                

                New rules are political revenge and public will pay, says vendor in Khaosan
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                                Three years after becoming the first Asian nation to decriminalise cannabis, Thailand is poised to reverse course amid political turmoil and now requires a prescription to buy cannabis at any of the 10,000-18,000 dispensaries that have sprung up since 2022. 
The new rules have thrown the fledgling industry into chaos and sparked criticism from pro-cannabis activists, who championed liberalisation as a way to boost Thailand's wellness and tourism sectors. Dispensaries must now sell only cannabis produced by farms that have obtained the "Good Agricultural and Collection Practices" certifications issued by the government, and amounts are capped at a 30-day supply per customer. 

The latest regulations, which went into effect Thursday, followed a pledge by Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra's ruling Pheu Thai Party to toughen the country's drug policy and limit the use of cannabis for only medical purposes. That promise came just days after the second-largest bloc in the government coalition, the pro-weed Bhumjaithai Party, left to join the opposition after a dispute over a cabinet seat. 

Compliance costs will put further strain on dispensaries, which have already been struggling with high competition and fewer-than-expected foreign tourists the past year, said Rattapon Sanrak, owner of Highland Cafe, a dispensary in Bangkok's backpacker-heavy Khaosan district.

"These moves are political revenge, but it's the public who'll pay," Mr Rattapon said. "The majority of farms in the country are not yet certified by the government. And the products that don't comply with the regulations that are in the pipeline will have nowhere to go but underground."
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Public Health Minister Somsak Thepsutin said earlier this week that the government plans to put cannabis back on the country's list of illegal narcotics -- it is currently classified as a "controlled herb." And over the next several weeks, new rules will be drafted to require every dispensary to have a doctor on site as part of licensing criteria, he said. 

Many businesses said they were blindsided by the abrupt rollout of the new rules, which were published on Wednesday night with no grace period. Numerous enterprises shut their doors on Thursday while they decided next steps. Some entrepreneurs said they are mulling a class-action lawsuit to at least delay the new requirements. 

An advocacy group named Writing Thailand's Cannabis Future urged people to protest at the Public Health Ministry on July 7. The group said the new regulations will not halt the recreational use of weed, but lead to the sales of fake medical prescriptions. 

"A medical certificate can absolutely be bought," said Prasitchai Nunual, the group's secretary-general. "Permission slips given by so-called established experts will lead to corruption and prescriptions that don't reflect any medical reality." 

The University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce (UTCC) estimated the domestic cannabis industry at 28 billion baht (US$865 million) in 2022 after decriminalisation went into effect, adding that it had potential to reach 43 billion baht in 2025.


	Read more: Thai cannabis stores fear for their future

	Opinion: Should non-medicinal weed be legal
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Sample products derived from cannabis are displayed at an event in Bangkok in 2022. (File photo: Somchai Pooomlard)
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                  Bomb squads destroy more devices in Phuket and Krabi                

                Two men arrested earlier confess to planting devices in Phuket, including at the airport
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                                PHUKET/KRABI: Police bomb squads destroyed suspected explosive devices in two southern tourist provinces on Thursday following the arrest of two suspects linked to a suspicious object found at the Phuket airport on Wednesday.
Explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) teams and officers from Provincial Police Region 8 arrived at Patong beach in Phuket at 11am on Thursday after a suspicious object was discovered about 200 metres away from the Dolphin park.

EOD officers used a high-pressure water cannon to sever any potential detonation circuits, effectively rendering the device safe. The area was cordoned off to ensure safety during the operation.

Shortly afterward, the EOD team went to Promthep Cape in tambon Rawai of Muang district to scan for additional suspected objects. They found one embedded in concrete near the sunset viewing area. The device was safely destroyed.

"An initial examination confirms the devices produced noise but posed no real threat to life or property," Pol Maj Gen Sinlert Sukhum, commander of Phuket provincial police, said on Thursday afternoon.

The object found at Promthep Cape had been hidden under concrete, in an area with no foot traffic, further reinforcing the theory that the goal was to cause fear, not destruction.

Investigations are continuing to determine if more such devices exist. Teams remain on standby to respond to any reports, said Pol Maj Gen Sinlert.

'Meant to create panic'

Phuket governor Sophon Suwannarat reassured the public that authorities have the situation in hand.

"There is no significant cause for concern," he said late Thursday afternoon after a briefing.

"Based on current evidence, none of the suspicious items found so far are explosive or destructive. Forensic police are conducting further verification, but initial findings suggest these were meant to create panic rather than cause harm."

The suspicious objects, believed to be noise-making devices, appear to be part of attempts to instill fear on the tourist island, with potential links to a previous case involving firearms. Security authorities have responded by upgrading safety protocols across the island.

All people entering Phuket are now subject to screening to ensure public safety and build trust among tourists.

"We are confident that with cooperation from all sectors, the situation will stabilise in the coming days," said Mr Sophon.

The governor urged local residents and tourists to report any unusual objects or suspicious behaviour to authorities immediately, stressing that public cooperation is essential in maintaining safety and preserving the tourism industry.

He also said the province had alerted international tourism organisations to clarify the nature of the situation and prevent misinformation. (Story continues below)

[image: A suspicious item is found embedded in concrete near the sunset viewing area of Promthep Cape in Phuket. This device was safely destroyed. (Photo: Phuket police)]
A suspicious item is found embedded in concrete near the sunset viewing area on Promthep Cape in Phuket on Thursday. The device was safely destroyed. (Photo: Phuket police)



Suspects confess

The operations in Phuket followed confessions given by two suspects -- Sulaiman Kacha, 27, and Muhama Wadeng, 29 -- who were arrested in Muang district of Phangnga province on Tuesday. Police seized explosive devices from their car.

On Wednesday, investigators took the two suspects from Phangnga to the Hat Yai police station in Songkhla. They were subsequently transferred to the interrogation centre at the Southern Border Provinces Police Operations Centre in Yala for further questioning.

During questioning, the two men told police that four explosive devices had been planted -- one hidden in the motorcycle abandoned near Phuket International Airport, two buried at Patong beach and one at Promthep Cape.

The pair reportedly told police that they had two accomplices who remain at large.

Authorities said they had located and destroyed all the devices the suspects had identified.

In Krabi province, meanwhile, another alert was triggered at about 11.30am on Thursday when a bomb was discovered at the Mahad wood sculpture installation on Uttarakit Road in tambon Pak Nam of Muang district, just 30 metres from a traffic police booth.

The device, an improvised time bomb, was safely defused by EOD officers. A police source said the timing mechanism found on the device bore a resemblance to those seized from the two suspects.

In a related development, a suspicious motorcycle was found abandoned at the central mosque of Krabi province on Thursday. Authorities are currently preparing to inspect the vehicle.

[image: Muhama Wadeng, 29, left, and Sulaiman Kacha, 27, are arrested in Phangnga on Tuesday. (Police photo)]
Suspects Sulaiman Kacha (left) and Muhama Wadeng were arrested in Phangnga province on Tuesday. (Police photo)
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                                As snakes seek warm, dry shelter during the rainy season, encounters in residential areas increase significantly. Knowing which species are venomous and how to distinguish them is important and might be life-saving information.
While many suggest that a snake's head shape or body pattern could indicate venom, this categorisation has proven unreliable, as snakes with similar characteristics can be either venomous or harmless.

Jessada Denduangboripant, a professor at the Faculty of Science, Chulalongkorn University, advised that it is better to remember the seven venomous snake types often encountered in Thailand.

Here are Thailand's seven venomous snakes:

Monocled cobra

[image: The monocled cobra (Photo: Thai National Parks)]
The monocled cobra (Photo: Thai National Parks)



The monocled cobra (Naja kaouthia) stands out with its characteristic O-shaped hood marking. Juvenile specimens typically display vibrant yellow, brown, grey, or black colouration with distinctive cross-bands, while mature adults develop paler, brownish or olive tones.

This species features black spots beneath its hood and one to two dark cross-bars on its belly. Extended neck ribs allow dramatic hood expansion when threatened. The snake possesses fixed front fangs moderately adapted for venom spitting.

Primarily nocturnal hunters, monocled cobras frequent both rural fields and urban settlements, including major cities. Their adaptability to human environments makes encounters increasingly common in residential areas.

King cobra

[image: The king cobra (Photo: Thai National Parks)]
The king cobra (Photo: Thai National Parks)



Thailand's king cobra (Ophiophagus hannah) dwarfs other cobra species, averaging 3-4 metres in length with exceptional specimens reaching 5-6 metres. The species displays golden-iris round eyes and a distinctively large, rounded head.

Regional colour variations occur throughout Thailand, with specimens appearing in black, greyish-green, and brown. The belly ranges from yellow to nearly white, while throat areas show reddish-orange colouration.

Despite their fearsome reputation, king cobras remain generally non-aggressive except during mating seasons or when guarding eggs. When threatened, they rear their front section, expand their narrower hood, expose fangs, and emit loud hissing sounds.

These diurnal hunters occasionally appear at night, preferring forest habitats near water sources.

Banded krait

[image: The banded krait (Photo: Thai National Parks)]
The banded krait (Photo: Thai National Parks)



The banded krait (Bungarus fasciatus) displays unmistakable alternating black and yellow crossbands encircling its triangular body. Its broad, flattened head blends seamlessly with the neck, while black eyes contrast with distinctive yellow arrowhead markings on an otherwise black head.

Yellow colouration extends to lips, lores, chin, and throat areas. The relatively short tail measures approximately one-tenth of total body length.

These serpents inhabit forests and agricultural areas, often occupying termite mounds and rodent burrows near water sources. They frequently establish territories close to human settlements, particularly in open countryside.

Generally shy and non-aggressive during daylight hours, banded kraits become significantly more active after dark.

Malayan krait

[image: The blue krait (Photo: Thai National Parks)]
The blue krait (Photo: Thai National Parks)



Also known as the blue krait, the Malayan krait (Bungarus candidus) lacks the distinct triangular body shape of its banded relative. The body features alternating black and white bands, with the first crossband connecting to the dark head colouration.

Some specimens display black-flecked white scales, while others show pale yellowish-white bands alternating with black. The white belly lacks the dark banding that extends to the underside in banded kraits.

These ground-dwelling serpents prefer areas near water sources with high humidity levels. Common throughout much of Thailand, they possess extremely potent neurotoxic venom and remain active primarily at night.

White-lipped pit viper

[image: The male white-lipped pit viper (Photo: Thai National Parks)]
The male white-lipped pit viper (Photo: Thai National Parks)



The white-lipped pit viper (Trimeresurus albolabris) displays bright yellowish-green colouration, with some specimens showing bluish-green hues. The relatively robust body features a distinctly triangular head and noticeably thicker torso compared to the neck region.

Lip margins and chin typically appear yellow, white, or lighter green than the main body colour. The tail tip shows reddish-brown colouration, while males often display white lines across outer body scales from neck to tail.

Known for aggressive temperament, these vipers strike readily when disturbed. They inhabit wood piles, plant pots, and grass clumps, hunting nocturnally both in trees and on ground level. Common in gardens and residential areas near water sources.

Malayan pit viper

[image: The Malayan pit viper (Photo: Thai National Parks)]
The Malayan pit viper (Photo: Thai National Parks)



The Malayan pit viper (Calloselasma rhodostoma) exhibits reddish-brown or greyish-brown body colouration with dark brown triangular patterns bordered in white running along both sides. These triangular points meet at a brown line following the spine.

The dark brown head features light brown or white lines extending from the nose tip, across the upper eye border, to the upper jaw. The pointed snout curves slightly upward, and vertical pupils characterise the eyes.

Active during twilight and night hours, particularly in high humidity conditions following rainfall, these vipers inhabit sandy areas with leaf litter and wood debris for camouflage. Their colouration and patterns provide excellent environmental camouflage.

This species maintains a reputation for bad temper and lightning-fast strikes.

Eastern Russell's viper

[image: The Eastern Russell's viper (Photo: Thai National Parks)]
The Eastern Russell's viper (Photo: Thai National Parks)



The Eastern Russell's viper (Daboia siamensis), also known as the Siamese Russell's viper, displays greyish-brown dorsal colouration with small spots between larger spot rows. The underside shows grey suffusion toward the posterior.

These robust, short-bodied serpents with abbreviated tails coil and produce cat-like hissing or tyre-deflating sounds when disturbed. They can strike with remarkable speed even while maintaining coiled positions.

The triangular head bears distinctive black arrow-like markings, while small, ridged scales cover the body. Long venom fangs deliver potent toxins.

These vipers prefer dry plains, hillsides, sandy soil areas, and earth burrows or rock crevices. They hunt exclusively during nighttime hours.

What to do during snake encounters

If you encounter a snake and are unsure if it is venomous, experts advise remaining calm, maintaining a safe distance, and calling for professional help through the emergency hotline 199.

In case of a snake bite, try to remember the snake's characteristics for medical identification, remain as still as possible to prevent venom spread, and immediately call the emergency medical services at 1669 or contact the nearest hospital.

Read more: 


	Granny leaps up to a ceiling beam to escape snake

	Man finds a massive snake inside a toilet bowl

	Snakes released in condo hallway to protest noisy dog
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                Regulator orders operators to track SIM sales as government puts squeeze on scammers
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                                Thailand's telecom regulator has has ordered all Thai operators to stop providing broadband and mobile internet connections to Cambodia, while requiring reports of SIM card sales every 15 days.
The National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) said it had imposed the measures as part of the government's drive to take down call centre scammers and cut cybercrime.

The main focus of the campaign is the border area around the Khlong Luek crossing in Aranyaprathet district of Sa Kaeo, opposite the Cambodian casino town of Poipet, said Trairat Viriyasirikul, the NBTC deputy secretary-general.

All data and voice communication would be cut off in areas near the border within 15 days, with services reduced or restricted in areas farther away, according to the regulator.

However, the NBTC said it was working on ways to ensure that Thais living near the border could still use their mobile phones. Operators are expected to deploy mobile SIM vehicles to ease any problems for their customers.

Cambodia earlier cut off internet connectivity from Thailand, but Thai private operators serving Cambodia continued to offer services as usual, Mr Trairat said.

Fourteen Thai companies offer broadband internet in the neighbouring country.

However, after a meeting on Thursday, regulators decided to order operators to cut off all signals to Cambodia.

Operators who wish to provide any service must produce evidence of the purpose and indicate the nature of the business involved. They must tell the regulator the bandwidth they will use, and evaluate whether there is any risk it could be used by scammers.

For Thai operators with branches in Cambodia, a separate transmission system will be put in place, in order to ensure their services are not affected by the signal cut, Mr Trairat said.

Every SIM card used in Cambodia requires the user to supply identification and purposes of use, and operators must submit updated reports on SIM card sales to the NBTC every 15 days.

Cybercrime drops after connectivity cut

Pol Gen Thatchai Pitaneelaboot, inspector-general of the Royal Thai Police, said the Thai government's order to seal the Cambodian border and cut telecommunications has resulted in fewer cases of cybercrime.

Thailand is also preparing to seek prosecutions against the owners of two high-rise buildings in Poipet, believed to be the major bases of scammers.

"In the past, we barely received any cooperation from Cambodia to crack down on scams," said Pol Maj Thatchai. "Cambodian police have not contacted us since the border tensions began."

Further cooperation now depends on the border situation between the two countries, he added.

Thai police have been focusing their attention on Huione Group, a Cambodian financial firm, but they do not yet have enough evidence to pursue the case, Pol Gen Thatchai said.

The United States said in May that it was banning Huione Group from the US financial system, deeming it a "primary money laundering concern".

Thai cyber police have said they found significant sums believed to come from online gambling and call centre scams were being channelled into Huione Group, according to local media reports.

Investigations are continuing, with authorities reportedly examining a potential connection to a nephew of Hun Sen as well.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3058685/thailand-cuts-all-internet-links-to-cambodia



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Bomb squads destroy more devices in Phuket and Krabi                

                Two men arrested earlier confess to planting devices in Phuket, including at the airport
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                                PHUKET/KRABI: Police bomb squads destroyed suspected explosive devices in two southern tourist provinces on Thursday following the arrest of two suspects linked to a suspicious object found at the Phuket airport on Wednesday.
Explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) teams and officers from Provincial Police Region 8 arrived at Patong beach in Phuket at 11am on Thursday after a suspicious object was discovered about 200 metres away from the Dolphin park.

EOD officers used a high-pressure water cannon to sever any potential detonation circuits, effectively rendering the device safe. The area was cordoned off to ensure safety during the operation.

Shortly afterward, the EOD team went to Promthep Cape in tambon Rawai of Muang district to scan for additional suspected objects. They found one embedded in concrete near the sunset viewing area. The device was safely destroyed.

"An initial examination confirms the devices produced noise but posed no real threat to life or property," Pol Maj Gen Sinlert Sukhum, commander of Phuket provincial police, said on Thursday afternoon.

The object found at Promthep Cape had been hidden under concrete, in an area with no foot traffic, further reinforcing the theory that the goal was to cause fear, not destruction.

Investigations are continuing to determine if more such devices exist. Teams remain on standby to respond to any reports, said Pol Maj Gen Sinlert.

'Meant to create panic'

Phuket governor Sophon Suwannarat reassured the public that authorities have the situation in hand.

"There is no significant cause for concern," he said late Thursday afternoon after a briefing.

"Based on current evidence, none of the suspicious items found so far are explosive or destructive. Forensic police are conducting further verification, but initial findings suggest these were meant to create panic rather than cause harm."

The suspicious objects, believed to be noise-making devices, appear to be part of attempts to instill fear on the tourist island, with potential links to a previous case involving firearms. Security authorities have responded by upgrading safety protocols across the island.

All people entering Phuket are now subject to screening to ensure public safety and build trust among tourists.

"We are confident that with cooperation from all sectors, the situation will stabilise in the coming days," said Mr Sophon.

The governor urged local residents and tourists to report any unusual objects or suspicious behaviour to authorities immediately, stressing that public cooperation is essential in maintaining safety and preserving the tourism industry.

He also said the province had alerted international tourism organisations to clarify the nature of the situation and prevent misinformation. (Story continues below)

[image: A suspicious item is found embedded in concrete near the sunset viewing area of Promthep Cape in Phuket. This device was safely destroyed. (Photo: Phuket police)]
A suspicious item is found embedded in concrete near the sunset viewing area on Promthep Cape in Phuket on Thursday. The device was safely destroyed. (Photo: Phuket police)



Suspects confess

The operations in Phuket followed confessions given by two suspects -- Sulaiman Kacha, 27, and Muhama Wadeng, 29 -- who were arrested in Muang district of Phangnga province on Tuesday. Police seized explosive devices from their car.

On Wednesday, investigators took the two suspects from Phangnga to the Hat Yai police station in Songkhla. They were subsequently transferred to the interrogation centre at the Southern Border Provinces Police Operations Centre in Yala for further questioning.

During questioning, the two men told police that four explosive devices had been planted -- one hidden in the motorcycle abandoned near Phuket International Airport, two buried at Patong beach and one at Promthep Cape.

The pair reportedly told police that they had two accomplices who remain at large.

Authorities said they had located and destroyed all the devices the suspects had identified.

In Krabi province, meanwhile, another alert was triggered at about 11.30am on Thursday when a bomb was discovered at the Mahad wood sculpture installation on Uttarakit Road in tambon Pak Nam of Muang district, just 30 metres from a traffic police booth.

The device, an improvised time bomb, was safely defused by EOD officers. A police source said the timing mechanism found on the device bore a resemblance to those seized from the two suspects.

In a related development, a suspicious motorcycle was found abandoned at the central mosque of Krabi province on Thursday. Authorities are currently preparing to inspect the vehicle.

[image: Muhama Wadeng, 29, left, and Sulaiman Kacha, 27, are arrested in Phangnga on Tuesday. (Police photo)]
Suspects Sulaiman Kacha (left) and Muhama Wadeng were arrested in Phangnga province on Tuesday. (Police photo)
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                Thai PM visits Aranyaprathet to discuss ways to aid to affected businesses
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                                The army has temporarily relaxed regulations at four checkpoints in Sa Kaeo province to allow Thais and Cambodians -- including those waiting at the gates to return home -- to cross the border.
The Burapha Task Force made the announcement on Thursday as calls increased for authorities to relax the blanket closure of most border crossings imposed since Monday as the dispute between the two countries intensified.

Local residents, farmers and small-scale traders on both sides of the border have complained that they are the ones suffering the most from the largely political dispute.

The army said the revised rules would apply at four checkpoints:


	Khlong Luek in Aranyaprathet district

	Khao Din in Khlong Hat

	Taphraya in Taphraya

	Nong Preu in Aranyaprathet.



Thais stranded in Cambodia are allowed to enter Thailand with vehicles at Khlong Luek and Khao Din from 8am to 4pm. At Taphraya and Nong Preu, returning Thais can cross from 8am to noon.

Khlong Luek and Khao Din are permanent checkpoints, and Taphraya and Nong Preu are temporary ones. Khlong Luek, across from Poipet in Cambodia, is the most important gateway for people and goods between the two countries.

Two-way trade through five border checkpoints in Sa Kaeo, including the Thai-Cambodian Friendship Bridge accounts for 330 million baht daily.

Khlong Luek and Khao Din will allow 1,000 Cambodians with their motorcycles and cars to leave Thailand from 8am to 4pm. At Taphraya and Nong Preu, the hours are 8am to noon.

The task force, under the First Army Region command, has also opened the gates for Cambodians to buy consumer goods on the Thai side of the border.

Khlong Luek and Khao Din will open for up to 1,000 Cambodians at each crossing to buy goods in the Thai province from 8am to 3pm, in three groups. The first group of 300 can enter from 8am to 9.30am, the second from 10.30am to noon, and the last 400 from 1-3pm.

Only bicycles from Cambodia are allowed at the two crossings.

Taphraya and Nong Preu will also open up to 300 Cambodians with bicycles to buy products in Thailand.

The task force said the new regulations are subject to change. (Story continues below)

[image: Crossings in Sa Kaeo eased for returnees and departing Cambodians]

PM visits Aranyaprathet

Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra visited Khlong Luek on Thursday to gather information as she sought ways to alleviate business damage from the border closure, government spokesman Jirayu Houngsub said.

"We want to see the impact from this policy and what the government can do to help, this is our main goal for the visit today," she said in a meeting with officials at Aranyaprathet School.

Border crossing restrictions were necessary to curb long-standing international crimes, Mr Jirayu said.

Ms Paetongtarn earlier this week linked the proliferation of illegal scam centres in Cambodia, but Cambodian authorities have denied involvement.

At another part of the border, former Cambodian premier Hun Sen was visiting visited troops and officials in Oddar Meanchey province, opposite Surin province.

Local media footage showed Hun Sen, in military fatigues, arriving by helicopter and meeting with officials in the area.
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                Human rights group identifies 53 scam centres staffed by trafficking victims, including children
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                                The human rights group Amnesty International has accused Cambodia's government of "deliberately ignoring" abuses by cybercrime gangs that have trafficked people from across the world, including children, into slavery at brutal scam compounds.
The London-based group said in an extensive report released on Thursday that it had identified 53 scam centres and dozens more suspected sites across the country, including the Southeast Asian nation's capital, Phnom Penh.

The prison-like compounds were ringed by high fences with razor wire, guarded by armed men and staffed by trafficking victims forced to defraud people across the globe, it said, with those inside subjected to punishments including shocks from electric batons, confinement in dark rooms, and beatings.

Amnesty said its findings revealed a "pattern of state failures" that allowed the billion-dollar industry to flourish, including failures to investigate human rights abuses, identify and assist victims, and regulate security companies and tools of torture.

Cambodian government spokesman Pen Bona said the country rejected allegations of inaction, pointing to a task force led by Prime Minister Hun Manet formed in January and saying the report was "exaggerated".

He said Cambodia was one of the victims of the scam industry and wanted cooperation rather than blame.

While Cambodia has overseen raids that have freed some trafficked workers, Amnesty said it found more than two-thirds of scam compounds were either not investigated by police or had continued to operate even after police interventions. Two compounds did appear to have been shut down, the group said.

During rescue efforts, police did not enter compounds but met representatives who handed over only the victim who had called for help, the group said, while some survivors were beaten by their bosses after trying to contact the police.

The government spokesman did not respond to those claims.

"Deceived, trafficked and enslaved, the survivors of these scamming compounds describe being trapped in a living nightmare -- enlisted in criminal enterprises that are operating with the apparent consent of the Cambodian government," said Amnesty International's Secretary General Agnes Callamard. (Story continues below)

[image: Amnesty International says its investigations revealed a ]
Amnesty International says its investigations revealed a "pattern of state failures" that allowed the billion-dollar scam industry to flourish in Cambodia.



Children trafficked

Cambodia emerged during the pandemic as a hub for the global scam industry as mostly Chinese-led criminal groups repurposed unused casinos and hotels as scam centres housing as many as 100,000 people, according to the United Nations. Similar enclaves have flourished in Myanmar and Laos.

The industry in Cambodia now generates more than $12.5 billion annually -- half of the country's gross domestic product (GDP), according to the United States Institute for Peace.

Thailand and Cambodia have traded barbs over the scam issue in recent days as border tensions have heated up, with the Thai prime minister calling for a crackdown in Cambodia and another government official calling the country a hub for cybercrime.

The criminal gangs entice trafficking victims with fake job offers posted on social media and then force them to financially exploit people online including through fake romances or "pig-butchering" schemes in which the scammer builds trust with a victim before stealing their money, Amnesty said.

Nine out of 58 survivors interviewed by Amnesty were children, the group said, including a 16-year-old boy from China who was kicked and barred from leaving. Amnesty said it had confirmed the death of a Chinese child in one compound.

An 18-year-old Thai survivor told Reuters he was trafficked to a compound in Phnom Penh in 2023 and then, when he tried to leave, sold to another compound close to the Vietnamese border.

The man, who asked not to be named, was forced to use deepfake video software to pose as an older attractive man to lure Thai women into handing over their money. After almost a year, he threw himself out of a window, injuring himself, and escaped after hiding in a hospital.
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                                Casinos polarise opinion.
They're legal in parts of north America and Europe but mostly illegal in the Middle East, South Asia and Southeast Asia - including Thailand. But that could be changing.

The legalisation of casinos is part of the Entertainment Complex bill in the Thai parliament, although opposition has recently pushed the bill to the bottom of the agenda.

The draft bill states that a casino can take no more than 10% of an integrated complex that also includes components such as a hotel, a shopping mall, an amusement park, bars and restaurants.

These complexes must be in specific tourist zones such as Bangkok, Pattaya, Phuket and Chiang Mai.

For Thai nationals, access to the casino is heavily restricted, with possible requirements to pay a 5,000 baht entrance fee and prove bank deposits of up to 50 million baht.

Earnings are subject to a 17% tax and there would be strict screening, monitoring and oversight to prevent crimes such as money laundering.

Advocates say these family-friendly complexes can significantly raise revenues from tourism spending, providing a new reason for visitors to enter the country.

The disadvantages, opponents say, are a likely increase in crime and gambling addiction, and even general moral decay.

On this episode of the Bangkok Post podcast Deeper Dive, Dave Kendall speaks with an expert in the field of building entertainment complexes with casinos in countries where they were previously illegal: Bo Bernhard, Vice President of Economic Development at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas.
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                  Crunch time for eateries                

                Many Thai eateries are suffering even more than during the pandemic, with declining tourist numbers, a stagnant economy, and rising labour costs all pressuring the sector
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                                The Thai restaurant industry is battling significant headwinds this year, with some operators suggesting the forecast is even tougher than during the pandemic.
Grim Outlook

Kasikorn Research Center (K-Research) issued a projection last month, estimating the value of Thai restaurant and beverage businesses at 646 billion baht in 2025, up 2.8% year-on-year.

This prediction is a downgrade from 657 billion baht projected in December 2024, which would have meant 4.6% year-on-year growth.

The revision reflects uncertainty in Thailand's economic outlook, which poses risks to employment and consumer spending power, two key factors affecting the food and beverage sector.
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Moreover, restaurant and beverage shop businesses are also impacted by the risks of a slowdown in the Thai tourism sector.

From Jan 1 to June 1, Thailand recorded 14.4 million foreign arrivals, a 2.77% drop year-on-year, according to the Economics Tourism and Sports Division of the Tourism and Sports Ministry.

While the number of domestic holidaymakers is expected to grow, some Thais may be more cautious with their travel spending.

K-Research forecasts full-service restaurants are likely to be affected by the current economic conditions, with total revenue projected at 209 billion baht in 2025, reflecting growth of 1.1%.

This modest growth is attributed to a reduction in dine-in frequency and lower average spending per bill.

However, buffet restaurants remain popular among diners, who view them as offering good value for money.

Limited-service restaurants are expected to reach a market value of 92 billion baht this year, a 2.1% increase, driven by the expansion of quick-service chains like fried chicken and pizza restaurants, according to K-Research.

Street food businesses with storefronts are projected to be worth 261 billion baht in 2025, reflecting 4.7% growth, due to their accessibility and affordable prices.

Bare necessities

"This year's Thai restaurant industry seems to be more challenging than during the pandemic," said Chanon Koetcharoen, president of the Restaurant Association.

He said that during the Covid crisis, food delivery platforms and various government economic stimulus schemes provided vital support to the restaurant industry.

But this year, concerns about global and local economic uncertainties are making people feel financially unstable, leading to more cautious spending habits, said Mr Chanon.
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"People are dining out less frequently. For those who go out, they are ordering just what they need, not ordering extras like they used to," he said.

The decline is also linked to a drop in foreign visitors, particularly from China.

"Chinese diners have relatively high spending per bill," Mr Chanon said.

Additionally, he believes this year's fluctuating, rainy weather has led to less dining out as customers have been cancelling their reservations.

The rising costs of raw materials, including vegetable oil, pork and cooking gas, are increasing the burdens on this industry, Mr Chanon added.

As customers become more cautious about their spending, they might head to well-known restaurant brands and abandon lesser-known eateries, or those perceived as overpriced and struggling to attract new customers, said Panthip Deecharoen, chief executive at Betterbeam Food Co Ltd, operator of the Everyday Thai Tea brand.

Situation deteriorating

Ms Panthip said that during uncertain economic times such as the pandemic, many individuals who left their previous jobs saw "opening a restaurant" as one of the top choices for starting a business, and this trend significantly increased the overall supply within the industry.

She said that while new restaurants open, the chances of some closing down also increases.

"It's normal for some businesses to succeed and others to fail, it's simply part of the natural cycle," she said.

Additionally, Mr Chanon has seen that chain restaurants, which are traditionally located in shopping malls, are now opening more standalone eateries, creating additional challenges for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in the restaurant market.

According to K-Research, citing data from Line Man Wongnai, in the first quarter of this year, Bangkok saw a 4.8% increase in newly opened restaurants and beverage shops compared to the end of 2024.

Labour constraints

Ms Panthip has observed a labour shortage in the industry, leading brands to fiercely compete for workers and drive up costs.

She explained that fewer Thais are interested in working in the service industry, particularly in restaurants. At the same time, foreign workers now have more job opportunities, giving them more options.

As a result, salaries for both Thai and foreign workers are on the rise, often exceeding the minimum wage.

In addition, turnover rates have increased as workers have more choices.

To attract and keep employees, Ms Panthip's company is offering wages that exceed the legal minimum.

To encourage staff retention, the company is working on improving the workplace environment, outlining clear career paths for long-term employees, and providing training programmes.

Staying relevant

Despite the challenging outlook for restaurants and beverage shops, Ms Panthip believes that purchasing power in the high-income segment remains strong.

She expects this consumer group to shift from luxury products to healthier and more sustainable choices.

For Everyday Thai Tea, the company is exploring new menu items that offer healthier options or toppings.

To stay top of mind with customers during a highly competitive period, the company plans to focus on maintaining its existing customer base, while gaining new customers sustainably.

Strategies include maintaining consistent product quality by using a central kitchen for effective quality control.

In addition, the company is considering launching promotional campaigns, such as special offers for existing customers to encourage repeat visits.

Mr Chanon from the restaurant association suggested that the government should offer low-interest loan schemes to ease liquidity constraints for restaurants.

Moreover, he says the government should quickly implement the economic stimulus policies it has committed to.

Fine dining not so fine

Thitid Tassanakajohn, or "Chef Ton", owner of several restaurants including the Michelin-starred Le Du, talked about the boom of fine dining restaurants during the pandemic.

He observed many fine dining restaurants opening during that period, with some restaurants charging over 10,000 baht per person, and many of those restaurants have now shut their doors, he said.

This reflects the reality that Thai diners may no longer be willing to spend excessively, particularly under current economic conditions.

He believes the fine dining sector in Thailand has reached a saturation point.

"We're now in a correction phase, where supply and demand are being adjusted," he said.

Within the next 5-6 years, he estimated that only 50% of today's fine dining restaurants will survive.

He defines fine dining as restaurants with set menus starting from 5,000 baht per person.

Meanwhile, even awards and accolades do not guarantee survival, he emphasised.

"The key is to remain top-of-mind for customers and have financial resilience," he said.

He warned that fine dining growth is unlikely over the next five years.

"Anyone considering entering the market needs to think very carefully, it's a low-margin business," he added.

Chef Ton described the Thai restaurant sector as fast-moving like the technology industry. This constant change requires operators to be flexible and adapt quickly.

"A delicious meal is the fundamental, but for survival you also need a strong concept, media presence, and to create value and positive experiences for your customers," he said.

Trends can shift quickly, and while fine dining once enjoyed a surge in popularity, that excitement has dimmed. Today, many consumers are opting for premium but less expensive options.

Despite the challenges, his company plans to open three new restaurants this year, focusing on the mass and premium-mass segments. Two will be located in Thailand and one in Malaysia's capital, Kuala Lumpur.

"This is our direction for expansion," he added.

When asked about launching a new fine dining restaurant, his response was clear: "Right now, no way."

Tough time for all

Mr Thitid said that during this tough time for the industry, operators might find a better and leaner organisational structure.

"This does not mean laying off staff, but if you have multiple restaurants, it is essential to evaluate whether each business fits the current market environment," he said.

He cautioned against pursuing a different approach to expansion or investment right now.

"Now, [I think] everyone is waiting for the high season of this year," he said.

The authorities should bring foreign travellers to Thailand as much as possible, as at least it could help the country's economy, he added.
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                                Since the March 28 earthquake, construction standards and developer accountability have become the top priorities among homebuyers, with prospective condo buyers wishing to establish whether a potential home is able to stand up to a quake while seeking to identify the contractor.
Artitaya Kasemlawan, head of residential sales projects at property consultancy CBRE Thailand, said when customers visit a condo project, one of the first questions they ask is whether the structure is earthquake-resistant.

"In the past, buyers only focused on what they could see, such as the materials, brands and specifications. But now they ask about the structure, though not the technical details."
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She said the topic has become a key factor when it comes to securing buyer confidence, particularly questions regarding who constructed the project and whether the structure is able to withstand seismic activity.

The shift reflects a growing awareness that unseen elements such as engineering and structural design are just as important as aesthetic factors.

"When it comes to construction quality, it's not just about whether the building can handle strong winds or vibrations. It's also about which one holds up better under real stress," she added.

Workmanship plays a role too, as it depends on the developer, the contractor, and where the specifications fall within the quality range.

"The earthquake was a turning point. It has had the power to create both positive and negative impacts," she said. "Viral content on social media prompted people to carry out their own research, checking on which buildings held up well, which suffered minimal damage, and whether anyone was injured."

She said projects that showed visible signs of damage experienced a decline in visits and bookings following the quake. Some buyers recognised developers from news reports and started to question the quality of their work.

Buildings that went viral for remaining intact and demonstrating a high standard in terms of quality helped enhance the developer's reputation.

"If a developer earns customer trust through quality or attentiveness, it significantly influences future buying decisions," she said.

From the customer's perspective, project quality truly matters in terms of making their final decision following the March 28 earthquake, according to CBRE.

This insight aligns with online research carried out by Terra Media and Consulting Co, a property research firm.

Between April 28 and May 19, Terra surveyed 600 people to assess homebuyer behaviour and confidence in the aftermath of the quake. It discovered that 95% of respondents said they would consider switching brands.

"They're shifting to brands with proven safety standards, reliable contractors, and with a strong sense of accountability," said Sumitra Wongpakdee, Terra's managing director.

"They're also looking for brands that offer disaster-resilient designs and strong after-sales service," she added.

Terra's comparison of the leading brand attributes between 2024 and 2025 revealed a clear shift in priorities.

In 2024, consumers ranked quality as the most important factor. But after the quake, construction standards and corporate accountability became the most important factors.

"This should be a wake-up call for developers," said Ms Sumitra. "From the buyer's point of view, standards mean knowing the developer works with trusted construction firms -- ones that make them feel safe."
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                                The Thai National Shippers' Council (TNSC) has observed a slowdown in orders for rice, chicken, rubber, food and electrical appliances due to the ongoing uncertainty surrounding the conflict in the Middle East.
Kongrit Chantrik, executive director of the TNSC, said the Israel-Iran conflict remains unpredictable, especially concerning a reported ceasefire.

The council initially predicted if the Strait of Hormuz was closed, major ports in the Persian Gulf such as Jebel Ali in the United Arab Emirates, Doha in Qatar, and Dammam in Saudi Arabia could also face closure. This would significantly disrupt the network of feeder services, impacting Thai exports to all the Gulf states.

This uncertainty has slowed orders for rice, chicken, rubber, food and electrical appliances, as traders await greater clarity on the situation.

However, the impact on exports of automotive products may be limited as they can still be shipped via Jeddah port in Saudi Arabia and other ports along the Red Sea.

Mr Kongrit said the Middle East is an important market for Thailand, accounting for 3.5% of export value last year.

According to Linerlytica, closure of the Strait of Hormuz could impact 3.4% of container volume worldwide. However, there is still uncertainty regarding the timing of actions planned by Iran.

To mitigate the risk for maritime shipping, the TNSC suggests exporters prepare plans with buyers for alternative shipping routes. This could involve shipping products to secondary ports such as Jeddah, or the port of Salalah in Oman, followed by overland transport to the final destinations.

He said exporters should also consider protocols for the return of goods if necessary, including aspects related to customs procedures and import duties.

Exporters are recommended to stay updated using customer advisories on shipping providers' websites in terms of routes, transport times, and costs, as these could change rapidly.

Mr Kongrit said closure of the Strait of Hormuz would threaten Thailand's energy security. He urged producers and exporters to consider alternative supplies and increasing stocks of crude oil.

Procuring energy from the US would benefit Thailand by reducing the trade surplus and enhancing energy security, said Mr Kongrit.

He also encouraged the use of renewable energy in both households and industries to minimise the reliance on fossil fuels, thereby reducing long-term risk.
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                                Vitai Ratanakorn, president of Government Savings Bank, is highly likely to be nominated as the new governor of the Bank of Thailand, with political leaders eager to shift the regulator's policy direction towards stronger monetary policies that they believe would support the economy.
According to a source from the Finance Ministry who requested anonymity, the nomination could be proposed at the cabinet meeting next week, where Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira is expected to nominate for cabinet approval a suitable candidate to head the central bank.

Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput is scheduled to complete his term on Sept 30, 2025.

On Tuesday, the selection committee picked Mr Vitai and Roong Mallikamas, deputy governor for financial institutions stability at the central bank, as the two finalists, according to the source.

They were selected from six applicants interviewed on Tuesday.

The other contenders are: Sutapa Amornvivat, former chief executive of Abacus Digital; Somprawin Manprasert, former chief economist at SCB EIC; Kobsak Pootrakool, senior executive vice-president of Bangkok Bank; and Anusorn Thamjai, dean of the economics faculty at the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce.

"It is highly likely Mr Pichai will propose Mr Vitai as the new governor for cabinet approval, as political leaders have long sought to change the bank's policy direction in favour of stronger monetary policies to support the economy," the source said.

"Nominating Mrs Roong would not represent the shift in direction the current government desires."

The source said Mr Vitai was supported by Mr Pichai in his decision to apply for the post, with the latter impressed with Mr Vitai's work in resolving grassroots debt issues and eager for him to change the regulator's policy direction.

Mr Pichai believes the central bank has focused too heavily on theoretical frameworks while overlooking real economic conditions, noted the source.

Satit Limpongpan, chairman of the selection committee, said the committee selected two candidates, with the scores being very close.

He said the selection committee, consisting of seven members, held a secret ballot to identify the final two candidates. Under the Bank of Thailand Act, the committee must select 2-3 candidates for the finance minister to consider, who then proposes one name to the cabinet for approval.

Regarding the independence of the committee's selection process, Mr Satit said it was fully independent and the decision was based on candidates' qualifications and abilities to solve economic problems, as well as to effectively manage the institution.

The committee's deliberation took place on Tuesday afternoon and lasted until around 8pm.

He said the committee's decision was submitted to the finance minister on Wednesday.

Mr Vitai said recently the policy interest rate should be greatly lowered for a sustained period to revive the stagnant economy.

In addition, the effectiveness of transmitting policy rate cuts to commercial banks' lending rates must be improved, he said.

According to Mr Vitai, under current economic conditions, monetary policy requires much lower interest rates, reduced gradually over a long period.

However, more important than the rate cuts is ensuring commercial banks actually lower their lending rates in response.

In the past, when the policy rate was raised, commercial banks followed suit. But when the policy rate was cut, the lending rates did not decrease proportionately, he said.

Limited reductions in lending rates diminish the impact of the policy, said Mr Vitai.
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                                WASHINGTON - Cryptocurrency exchange Kraken on Thursday launched a peer-to-peer payments app that enables users to send and receive funds - in both cryptocurrency and fiat currency - across more than a hundred countries.
The move is a bid to expand Kraken's offerings beyond its digital asset trading business, and puts the firm in competition with PayPal, Venmo and Block's CashApp.

Why it's important

Crypto exchanges such as Kraken are increasingly signalling an interest in expanding outside of the digital asset trading that initially became popular with retail investors. Kraken said last month that it is launching tokens of US equities, called xStocks, in select markets outside the United States.

Context

Krak users will have a dedicated spend account and will be able to instantly send and request payments across 300 different assets, including crypto and local currencies, the company said in a press release. Crypto transfers will be made using blockchain technology, while Kraken will make cash transfers internally without using external banking infrastructure.

Key quote

"We're able to move money across borders right off the bat, because that's what we do from a trading perspective in our venues, and we've actually already spent over 10 years building out that system for money transmitter licenses... in all the jurisdictions," said Arjun Sethi, co-CEO of Kraken, in an interview with Reuters.

"You have to do that as an exchange anyways, and so what we realised is that our customers just wanted to do more with their money."

What's next

Kraken plans to launch a series of products through Krak in the future, including physical and virtual cards as well as pay-in-advance services like loans, the company said.
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                  China's durian imports plunge as stricter checks catch out traders                

                Imports fell by nearly one-third during the first five months of the year, with Vietnamese exporters hit hardest
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                                HONG KONG - China's imports of fresh durians have fallen this year because of stricter sanitation checks at the border, according to people who follow the trade.
The value of fresh durian imports in the first five months of this year fell by 32.5% year on year to US$1.93 billion, according to the General Administration of Customs.

By volume, imports were down 32.9% to 390,900 tonnes.

Hardest hit was Vietnam, which saw nearly 62% year-on-year declines in both the value and volume of durians shipped to China, customs data shows. Vietnam's shipments totalled US$254 million during the first five months of 2025.

Imports from Thailand fell 24% year-on-year in US dollar terms over the same period to $1.67 billion, with a slightly smaller decline in volume terms. Thailand retained its title as China's top source of imports, followed by Vietnam and other Southeast Asian countries.

Tighter safeguards against pesticides and other sanitation issues have slowed imports, people who follow trade said on Tuesday, adding that exporters might need some time to get used to the new rules.

"Vietnamese growers and traders need to meet the standards," said Nguyen Thanh Trung, a political scientist at Fulbright University Vietnam. "This year I think they may be affected a lot, but growers and traders will learn."

China's customs policy had changed in terms of measuring amounts of pesticide residue against the maximum levels allowable for imports, said Sam Sin, development director at the Hong Kong-based durian exporter S&F; Produce Group.

The pungent spiky fruit is big business in China, where a 6 kilogrammes (13.2 pounds) durian can fetch as much as 200 yuan ($27.87). Dubbed the king of fruits, they are popular with middle-class families as well as dessert makers and givers of gifts for occasions such as weddings.

But Chinese supermarkets have high food safety standards and earlier this year customs officials were inspecting all durian shipments for a toxic yellow dye and any heavy metals, according to VietnamNet, a news outlet affiliated with the Southeast Asian country's Ministry of Information and Communications.

Nhan Dan, the official media outlet of the Communist Party of Vietnam, said in April that durians shipped to China made up more than 92% of Vietnam's total durian exports in January last year but just 57.6% this January because China had implemented "stricter controls" on exporting countries.

The reports suggested that China had "tightened customs inspections and quality control" for fruit shipments, said Lim Chin Khee, an adviser to the Durian Academy, a Malaysian institution that trains local growers.

China's General Administration of Customs did not immediately answer a request for comment.

Huynh Xuan Son, who has been growing durian on 12 hectares (30 acres) of land in the southern Vietnamese province of Binh Thuan for seven years, said many parts of Vietnam do not have local fruit testing laboratories. That shortage led to delays in gaining export approvals, "hurting competitiveness against Thailand".

Vietnam is a relatively new source of durians for China, which lacks a domestic crop of comparable scale, and analysts said it appeared that some Vietnamese growers were still figuring out export-quality sanitation.

"Thailand moved with impressive speed to establish farm-level testing facilities and quickly restored China's trust," said Dan Martin, a Hanoi-based international business adviser with the consultancy Dezan Shira & Associates.

"Vietnamese exporters, however, remain shut out by repeated border rejections stemming from contaminant detection and a glaring lack of screening systems before fruit ever leaves the farm."
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                  Thai regulator prepares for possible gas price spike                

                Israel-Iran conflict could push up LNG prices, leading to higher electricity bills
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                                The tentative ceasefire between Israel and Iran is giving Thai energy regulators more time to brace for liquefied natural gas (LNG) price fluctuations, which often lead to higher electricity bills, says an energy official who requested anonymity.
The Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC) is working on plans to ensure Thailand will have sufficient LNG for use, acquiring it at prices that will not affect the cost of power generation in the country, said the official.

Gas makes up 60% of the fuels used for electricity generation in Thailand. Changes in LNG prices could mean higher or lower electricity bills.

"The goal is to prevent electricity prices from skyrocketing," said the official.

The current power tariff, applicable between May and August, is 3.98 baht per kilowatt-hour (unit), a drop from 4.15 baht in the previous four months.

The outbreak of the Israel-Iran war earlier this month caused fresh concerns at the ERC because Thailand imports LNG from the Middle East and its transport may be disrupted if Iran closes the Strait of Hormuz, a key oil and gas shipping lane.

Attacks between the two countries caused LNG prices in the spot market to rise by 10% for a short time, then they returned to normal after US President Donald Trump announced a ceasefire.

LNG prices are currently US$12-13 per million British thermal units.

It is uncertain whether Israel and Iran will stick to the ceasefire agreement because shortly after Trump's announcement, the two countries continued attacking each other.

The ERC said the conflict has yet to affect LNG purchases and shipping in the Middle East, but the commission needs to prepare measures if unexpected events lead to an LNG supply shock.

One measure involves purchasing more natural gas from the Gulf of Thailand, the Malaysia-Thailand Joint Development Area and Myanmar.
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                  Thai growth projection cut to 1.7%                

                Border tension, government instability, tariffs and geopolitical turmoil all having an impact
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                                The University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce (UTCC) has downgraded its 2025 gross domestic product (GDP) growth projection for Thailand to 1.7% from 3%.
The adjustment reflects escalating risks including US tariffs, the Israel-Iran conflict, the border tensions with Cambodia and government instability.

Other factors influencing the outlook include a sluggish recovery in the industrial sector, with capacity utilisation at only 65.1%, a fourth consecutive quarter of decline in private sector investment, and potential decreases in exports and tourism in the second half of the year.

Moreover, household debt is expected to rise to 87.4% of GDP.

"The revised GDP target of 1.7% is based on a relatively favourable scenario, including US tariff rates of 15-20%, a quick resolution to the Israel-Iran conflict and Cambodian border tensions, and the prime minister completing a full term in office," said Thanavath Phonvichai, president of the university.

"This would allow for the disbursement of 50% of the budget, with exports predicted to grow by 2.5% this year."

He warned that this year's GDP could fluctuate based on the severity of various risk factors.

In the worst case, growth could drop to 0.9% if Thailand's political situation becomes unstable, possibly due to the prime minister dissolving parliament. This situation could restrict economic stimulus budget disbursement to just 25%, said Mr Thanavath.

In addition, the US might impose tariffs of 25-30% on Thai products, while escalating tensions on the border with Cambodia could lead to the closure of all border checkpoints along the Thai-Cambodian border throughout the year, according to the UTCC.

In the best case, growth could reach 2.3%, surpassing the UTCC's forecast. This scenario would require the premier to remain in office until the end of the year, enabling 75% of the budget to be disbursed.

In addition, the US could impose tariffs of 10% on Thai products, and tensions between Thailand and Cambodia as well as the Israel-Iran conflict would need to be resolved quickly.

To mitigate economic volatility in Thailand, Mr Thanavath said the government must actively pursue trade negotiations with the US, expedite budget disbursements, and ease credit restrictions.

Loan growth lags deposit growth due to stringent lending practices by banks, he said.

The Bank of Thailand should work with commercial banks to relax lending criteria, particularly for housing and auto loans, to stimulate economic activity, said Mr Thanavath.

Addressing household debt and encouraging private sector investment are also crucial for sustaining economic growth, he said.
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                  Thai tourism businesses unfazed by casino bill delay                

                Hoteliers say plan is controversial and public deserves a bigger say
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                                The government's decision to put its entertainment complex bill on the back burner should not affect Thailand's tourism industry, as the country has welcomed plenty of tourists without this type of attraction in the past, according to the Thai Hotels Association (THA).
First reading of the controversial bill, which calls for legalised casino gambling, was originally scheduled for next week  when the House of Representatives reconvenes. But it was postponed as the government said it needed to gather more public opinion.

THA president Thienprasit Chaiyapatranun said developing an entertainment complex with a casino requires caution, particularly regarding tourism and the social impact. 

He said the delay should not affect Thailand's tourism industry, despite concerns from some parties about falling behind Japan, which is accelerating the opening of its MGM Osaka complex to 2030.

In 2019, Thailand recorded almost 40 million foreign tourist arrivals, even struggling with overcapacity in some areas, before there was any talk of integrated resorts.

Mr Thienprasit said allowing casinos to occupy 10% of the total area of an entertainment complex is too much, compared with the average 5% in Macau and Singapore.

In addition, he said the government has not clarified the taxation plan for gaming businesses, nor has it announced gambling control measures.

To benefit the tourism industry, Mr Thienprasit said the project should be located in the provinces to create an emerging destination, as Bangkok is already a key destination for tourists.

Some areas such as Phuket have voiced opposition to legal casinos. He said there should be referendums, letting locals voice their opinion.

Co-payment boost

For now, the industry is looking forward to an expected boost in domestic business when the Half-Half accommodation subsidy promotion starts in July.

Mr Thienprasit said the campaign should lift the average occupancy rate by five percentage points from the average of 40-50% during the low season.

Growth will be limited due to the small number of room nights covered -- only 500,000, half the amount proposed by the industry -- as well as the subsidy value cap of 3,000 baht per room, he said.

Given the backdrop of the sluggish Chinese market and geopolitical conflicts, Mr Thienprasit estimated most hotels would enrol in the scheme to beef up their occupancy with local guests.
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                                Israel's strikes against Iran have prompted international airlines to halt flights to some Middle East destinations due to air space closures and safety concerns.
As the conflict entered a new phase following the US attack on Iranian nuclear sites, some airlines moved to cancel flights to hubs like Dubai and Qatar's Doha.

Below are some of the airlines that have cancelled their flights to and from the region:

Aegean Airlines

The Greek airline will proceed with flight cancellations from and to Tel Aviv, Beirut, Amman, and Erbil up to and including the early morning flight on Sept 8.

airBaltic

Latvia's airBaltic said that all flights to and from Tel Aviv until Sept 30 had been cancelled.

Air Canada

The Canadian carrier is suspending its flights from Toronto to Dubai until Aug 4. It had previously postponed resumption of service between Canada and Israel to Sept 8.

Air Europa

The Spanish airline said that it has cancelled its flights to and from Tel Aviv until July 31.

Air France-KLM

The French flag carrier suspended flights to Tel Aviv until July 14. It plans to resume its flights between Paris-Charles de Gaulle and Beirut starting June 26 and to resume flights to and from Dubai and Riyadh as of June 25.

KLM said that it had cancelled all its flights to and from Tel Aviv until at least July 31.

Air India

The Indian airline will "progressively" resume flights to the Middle East starting June 24 and will resume flights to and from the east coast of the United States and Canada "at the earliest opportunity," it said. Flights to and from Europe will also be reinstated from June 24.

Arkia

The Israeli airline said all its flights to and from Israel are cancelled until June 30, except to Eliat, which are cancelled until June 28.

Delta Air Lines

The US carrier said that travel to, from, or through Tel Aviv may be impacted between June 12 and Aug 31.

El Al Israel Airlines

As of June 24, the Israeli airline began increasing flights and adding frequencies from key destinations. Starting next week, it added, flights will operate as scheduled, except for a few cancelled flights.

Etihad Airways

Etihad said that it had cancelled flights between Abu Dhabi and Tel Aviv until July 15.

Emirates

Emirates said that it had temporarily suspended flights to and from Iran and Iraq until and including June 30.

Finnair

The Finnish airline cancelled its flights to and from Doha through June 30, as well as flight AY1982 on July 1. Finnair addded that it was not flying through the airspace of Iraq, Iran, Syria, or Israel.

Flydubai

The UAE airline said it was planning to resume full schedule across the network from July 1. It will resume operations to Damascus and Tel Aviv on June 26.

IAG

IAG-owned British Airways said that its flights to Tel Aviv remain suspended until July 31 and flights to Amman and Bahrain are suspended up to and including June 30. The airline also suspended flights to and from Doha up to and including June 25.

IAG's low-cost airline, Iberia Express, had previously said that it had cancelled its flights to Tel Aviv until June 30.

Iberia said it was scrapping previous plans to resume flights to Doha on June 25 after Qatar temporarily shut down its airspace.

ITA Airways

The Italian Airline said that it would extend the suspension of Tel Aviv flights until July 31, including two flights scheduled on Aug 1.

Japan Airlines

The Japanese carrier cancelled its flights to Doha until July 2.

Lufthansa Group

Lufthansa said that it had suspended all flights to and from Beirut until and including June 30 and to and from Tel Aviv and Tehran until and including July 31. Flights to and from Amman and Erbil are cancelled until and including July 11. The German airline added that it would also refrain from using airspace of the countries concerned until further notice.

Pegasus

The Turkish airline said that it had cancelled flights to Iran until July 30 and flights to Iraq, Lebanon and Jordan until June 30.

Qatar Airways

Qatar Airways said that it had temporarily cancelled flights to and from Iraq, Iran and Syria.

Ryanair

Ryanair said that it had cancelled flights to and from Tel Aviv and to and from Amman until Oct 25.

Tarom

Romania's flag carrier said that flights to Tel Aviv will resume starting June 26.

Tus Airways

The Cypriot airline said it is gradually resuming flights to and from Israel.

United Airlines

The US carrier said that travel to and from Tel Aviv may be affected between June 13 and Aug 1. Flights to Dubai between June 18 and July 3 may also be affected.

Wizz Air

Wizz Air said it had suspended its operations to and from Tel Aviv and Amman until Sept 15 and was cancelling flights to and from the United Arab Emirates until June 30. The Hungarian airline will also avoid overflying Israeli, Iraqi, Irani and Syrian airspace until further notice.
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                                Starbucks said it's not currently considering a full sale of its China business, disputing a report from Caixin Global that had sent the shares higher in late trading, as the coffee giant battles cheaper local rivals in its second-biggest market. 
"We have a world-class team in China, and a strong brand," the company said in a statement. "We see significant long-term potential in the market and are evaluating the best ways to capture the future growth opportunities." 

Caixin Global on Monday reported that Starbucks was considering a full sale of its China business, citing people familiar with the matter. Shares were up 1% in premarket trading in New York. 

Starbucks, which has traditionally pitched itself as a premium offering in China, has struggled during the country's slow economic recovery from the Covid pandemic. The chain has been undercut by less-expensive domestic competitors -- namely homegrown Luckin Coffee, which surged ahead of Starbucks in annual China sales for the first time in 2023. Meanwhile, mainland consumers who once flocked to pricier foreign eateries have curtailed their spending.

Same-store sales in China were flat last quarter after dropping for four straight quarters. To lure back mainland customers, Starbucks recently launched sugar-free options and cut prices on more than a dozen tea-based drinks to bring them closer to those of Chinese tea chains. 

The company also hired its first chief growth officer in the country, saying it planned to pursue a marketing strategy of brokering tie-ins with entertainment brands and pop culture icons.

Seattle-based Starbucks had approached investors as it considered options for its China business, including a possible stake sale, Bloomberg News has reported.

The coffee chain had been speaking to advisers about ways to grow its operations in China including the potential introduction of a local partner. Chief Executive Officer Brian Niccol said last year that Starbucks was exploring partnerships to help it over the long term, without elaborating. 

Starbucks is just one of the Western brands -- including General Mills's Haagen-Dazs and sports retailer Decathlon SA -- that have been reassessing their approaches to China as they contend with increasing local competition and the consumer pullback.

The chain is undergoing a broader turnaround under Niccol, who joined in September. Companywide, Starbucks has posted five consecutive quarters of same-store sales declines. The company's shares are up 1% so far this year, compared to a 2% rise in the S&P 500 through Monday's close.
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                                HANOI - Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh said on Wednesday he expected a trade deal with the United States before the expiration of a pause on 46% reciprocal tariffs on Vietnamese exports in early July.
Speaking at the "Is Asia's Century at Risk?" panel during the ongoing World Economic Forum in Tianjin, in northeastern China, Chinh said Vietnam's government was in frequent communication with the Trump administration on tariffs.

"I hope that you will see that the result will come earlier than two weeks," Chinh said. "Vietnam and the US share a deep understanding on tariffs... I hope that all the positive things will come for us."

Vietnam, a major manufacturing hub in Southeast Asia, has held several rounds of negotiations with the US, the latest of which concluded last week. The country seeks to avoid the reinstatement of a 46% tariff rate, initially imposed due to its substantial trade surplus with Washington.

Reuters reported that the US submitted a list of trade demands to Hanoi, which Vietnamese officials described as "tough", and was also pushing Vietnam to reduce the use of Chinese tech in devices that are assembled in the country before being exported to America.

Vietnam's trade surplus with the United States climbed to $12.2 billion in May, marking a nearly 42% increase year-on-year and a 17% rise from April, according to government data. Exports to the US surged 42% from a year earlier to $13.8 billion, hitting a post-pandemic peak.

Under pressure from Washington, Hanoi has intensified efforts to curb illegal trans-shipment, predominantly involving goods from China. Additionally, Vietnam has expressed willingness to reduce non-tariff barriers and expand imports of US goods, including planes, agricultural products and energy, though no formal purchase agreements have been announced.
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                  Crunch time for eateries                

                Many Thai eateries are suffering even more than during the pandemic, with declining tourist numbers, a stagnant economy, and rising labour costs all pressuring the sector
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                                The Thai restaurant industry is battling significant headwinds this year, with some operators suggesting the forecast is even tougher than during the pandemic.
Grim Outlook

Kasikorn Research Center (K-Research) issued a projection last month, estimating the value of Thai restaurant and beverage businesses at 646 billion baht in 2025, up 2.8% year-on-year.

This prediction is a downgrade from 657 billion baht projected in December 2024, which would have meant 4.6% year-on-year growth.

The revision reflects uncertainty in Thailand's economic outlook, which poses risks to employment and consumer spending power, two key factors affecting the food and beverage sector.
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Moreover, restaurant and beverage shop businesses are also impacted by the risks of a slowdown in the Thai tourism sector.

From Jan 1 to June 1, Thailand recorded 14.4 million foreign arrivals, a 2.77% drop year-on-year, according to the Economics Tourism and Sports Division of the Tourism and Sports Ministry.

While the number of domestic holidaymakers is expected to grow, some Thais may be more cautious with their travel spending.

K-Research forecasts full-service restaurants are likely to be affected by the current economic conditions, with total revenue projected at 209 billion baht in 2025, reflecting growth of 1.1%.

This modest growth is attributed to a reduction in dine-in frequency and lower average spending per bill.

However, buffet restaurants remain popular among diners, who view them as offering good value for money.

Limited-service restaurants are expected to reach a market value of 92 billion baht this year, a 2.1% increase, driven by the expansion of quick-service chains like fried chicken and pizza restaurants, according to K-Research.

Street food businesses with storefronts are projected to be worth 261 billion baht in 2025, reflecting 4.7% growth, due to their accessibility and affordable prices.

Bare necessities

"This year's Thai restaurant industry seems to be more challenging than during the pandemic," said Chanon Koetcharoen, president of the Restaurant Association.

He said that during the Covid crisis, food delivery platforms and various government economic stimulus schemes provided vital support to the restaurant industry.

But this year, concerns about global and local economic uncertainties are making people feel financially unstable, leading to more cautious spending habits, said Mr Chanon.

[image: Thitid: saturation point for fine dining]
Thitid: saturation point for fine dining




"People are dining out less frequently. For those who go out, they are ordering just what they need, not ordering extras like they used to," he said.

The decline is also linked to a drop in foreign visitors, particularly from China.

"Chinese diners have relatively high spending per bill," Mr Chanon said.

Additionally, he believes this year's fluctuating, rainy weather has led to less dining out as customers have been cancelling their reservations.

The rising costs of raw materials, including vegetable oil, pork and cooking gas, are increasing the burdens on this industry, Mr Chanon added.

As customers become more cautious about their spending, they might head to well-known restaurant brands and abandon lesser-known eateries, or those perceived as overpriced and struggling to attract new customers, said Panthip Deecharoen, chief executive at Betterbeam Food Co Ltd, operator of the Everyday Thai Tea brand.

Situation deteriorating

Ms Panthip said that during uncertain economic times such as the pandemic, many individuals who left their previous jobs saw "opening a restaurant" as one of the top choices for starting a business, and this trend significantly increased the overall supply within the industry.

She said that while new restaurants open, the chances of some closing down also increases.

"It's normal for some businesses to succeed and others to fail, it's simply part of the natural cycle," she said.

Additionally, Mr Chanon has seen that chain restaurants, which are traditionally located in shopping malls, are now opening more standalone eateries, creating additional challenges for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in the restaurant market.

According to K-Research, citing data from Line Man Wongnai, in the first quarter of this year, Bangkok saw a 4.8% increase in newly opened restaurants and beverage shops compared to the end of 2024.

Labour constraints

Ms Panthip has observed a labour shortage in the industry, leading brands to fiercely compete for workers and drive up costs.

She explained that fewer Thais are interested in working in the service industry, particularly in restaurants. At the same time, foreign workers now have more job opportunities, giving them more options.

As a result, salaries for both Thai and foreign workers are on the rise, often exceeding the minimum wage.

In addition, turnover rates have increased as workers have more choices.

To attract and keep employees, Ms Panthip's company is offering wages that exceed the legal minimum.

To encourage staff retention, the company is working on improving the workplace environment, outlining clear career paths for long-term employees, and providing training programmes.

Staying relevant

Despite the challenging outlook for restaurants and beverage shops, Ms Panthip believes that purchasing power in the high-income segment remains strong.

She expects this consumer group to shift from luxury products to healthier and more sustainable choices.

For Everyday Thai Tea, the company is exploring new menu items that offer healthier options or toppings.

To stay top of mind with customers during a highly competitive period, the company plans to focus on maintaining its existing customer base, while gaining new customers sustainably.

Strategies include maintaining consistent product quality by using a central kitchen for effective quality control.

In addition, the company is considering launching promotional campaigns, such as special offers for existing customers to encourage repeat visits.

Mr Chanon from the restaurant association suggested that the government should offer low-interest loan schemes to ease liquidity constraints for restaurants.

Moreover, he says the government should quickly implement the economic stimulus policies it has committed to.

Fine dining not so fine

Thitid Tassanakajohn, or "Chef Ton", owner of several restaurants including the Michelin-starred Le Du, talked about the boom of fine dining restaurants during the pandemic.

He observed many fine dining restaurants opening during that period, with some restaurants charging over 10,000 baht per person, and many of those restaurants have now shut their doors, he said.

This reflects the reality that Thai diners may no longer be willing to spend excessively, particularly under current economic conditions.

He believes the fine dining sector in Thailand has reached a saturation point.

"We're now in a correction phase, where supply and demand are being adjusted," he said.

Within the next 5-6 years, he estimated that only 50% of today's fine dining restaurants will survive.

He defines fine dining as restaurants with set menus starting from 5,000 baht per person.

Meanwhile, even awards and accolades do not guarantee survival, he emphasised.

"The key is to remain top-of-mind for customers and have financial resilience," he said.

He warned that fine dining growth is unlikely over the next five years.

"Anyone considering entering the market needs to think very carefully, it's a low-margin business," he added.

Chef Ton described the Thai restaurant sector as fast-moving like the technology industry. This constant change requires operators to be flexible and adapt quickly.

"A delicious meal is the fundamental, but for survival you also need a strong concept, media presence, and to create value and positive experiences for your customers," he said.

Trends can shift quickly, and while fine dining once enjoyed a surge in popularity, that excitement has dimmed. Today, many consumers are opting for premium but less expensive options.

Despite the challenges, his company plans to open three new restaurants this year, focusing on the mass and premium-mass segments. Two will be located in Thailand and one in Malaysia's capital, Kuala Lumpur.

"This is our direction for expansion," he added.

When asked about launching a new fine dining restaurant, his response was clear: "Right now, no way."

Tough time for all

Mr Thitid said that during this tough time for the industry, operators might find a better and leaner organisational structure.

"This does not mean laying off staff, but if you have multiple restaurants, it is essential to evaluate whether each business fits the current market environment," he said.

He cautioned against pursuing a different approach to expansion or investment right now.

"Now, [I think] everyone is waiting for the high season of this year," he said.

The authorities should bring foreign travellers to Thailand as much as possible, as at least it could help the country's economy, he added.
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                                The Thai National Shippers' Council (TNSC) has observed a slowdown in orders for rice, chicken, rubber, food and electrical appliances due to the ongoing uncertainty surrounding the conflict in the Middle East.
Kongrit Chantrik, executive director of the TNSC, said the Israel-Iran conflict remains unpredictable, especially concerning a reported ceasefire.

The council initially predicted if the Strait of Hormuz was closed, major ports in the Persian Gulf such as Jebel Ali in the United Arab Emirates, Doha in Qatar, and Dammam in Saudi Arabia could also face closure. This would significantly disrupt the network of feeder services, impacting Thai exports to all the Gulf states.

This uncertainty has slowed orders for rice, chicken, rubber, food and electrical appliances, as traders await greater clarity on the situation.

However, the impact on exports of automotive products may be limited as they can still be shipped via Jeddah port in Saudi Arabia and other ports along the Red Sea.

Mr Kongrit said the Middle East is an important market for Thailand, accounting for 3.5% of export value last year.

According to Linerlytica, closure of the Strait of Hormuz could impact 3.4% of container volume worldwide. However, there is still uncertainty regarding the timing of actions planned by Iran.

To mitigate the risk for maritime shipping, the TNSC suggests exporters prepare plans with buyers for alternative shipping routes. This could involve shipping products to secondary ports such as Jeddah, or the port of Salalah in Oman, followed by overland transport to the final destinations.

He said exporters should also consider protocols for the return of goods if necessary, including aspects related to customs procedures and import duties.

Exporters are recommended to stay updated using customer advisories on shipping providers' websites in terms of routes, transport times, and costs, as these could change rapidly.

Mr Kongrit said closure of the Strait of Hormuz would threaten Thailand's energy security. He urged producers and exporters to consider alternative supplies and increasing stocks of crude oil.

Procuring energy from the US would benefit Thailand by reducing the trade surplus and enhancing energy security, said Mr Kongrit.

He also encouraged the use of renewable energy in both households and industries to minimise the reliance on fossil fuels, thereby reducing long-term risk.
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        New road safety shock
        A new report on deaths among footpath users is shocking and unacceptable.

      

      
        When films speak louder than missiles
        Jafar Panahi tells it as he sees it: "An attack on my homeland, Iran, is in no way acceptable," the Iranian filmmaker wrote on Instagram last week. "Israel has violated Iran and should be tried in an international trial as a war aggressor."

      

      
        US strikes on Iran nuke plants risk backfiring
        Israel and the United States have dealt punishing blows to Iran's nuclear infrastructure. "Operation Rising Lion" and "Operation Midnight Hammer" have been portrayed as precision strikes that will stop the Islamic Republic's nuclear programme in its tracks. But whatever the bombings might have achieved tactically, they risk forfeiting strategically, as Iran is now more convinced than ever that...

      

      
        Gambling on Singapore's model
        Hindsight can help define the future. In 2005, Singapore was coming to terms with a need to reinvent itself as a tourism attraction in the face of plummeting arrival numbers and increasing regional competition. This was no time to feel intimidated but to strike out and be inventive.

      

      
        Don't let politics mask economic woes
        As if economic problems in Thailand are not bad enough, political issues add to the complications. The worst is the split in the coalition. Even with an overwhelming majority of 314 (out of 493 parliamentary seats) prior to the break-up, the government could not push for many major policies, including the 10,000 baht cash handout scheme.

      

      
        Oil sector needs good benchmark
        Despite having local refining capabilities, Thailand continues to base its oil prices on the Singapore market. For many, this raises a question: If we refine oil here, why must we follow prices set elsewhere? The answer lies in Thailand's energy structure and its commitment to a free-market economy.

      

      
        Policy for final days
        The Thai population's accelerating pace of ageing is a trend with profound impacts, particularly at the personal level on those individuals tasked with caring for loved ones during the final phase of their lives.

      

      
        Thai LNG hub ambitions need caution
        Despite local and global headwinds, Thailand's energy demand, driven by economic activities, continues to grow. Such seemingly insatiable energy demand has been met primarily via natural gas, which, according to Thailand's Electricity Generation Authority (EGAT), is used to generate 60.85% of Thailand's electricity.

      

      
        Thai diplomacy is now in need of a reset
        For the record, Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra has committed the most damaging diplomatic blunder in Thailand's modern history. The leaked 17.6-minute audio clip of a phone call between her and former Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen was not just embarrassing -- it was devastating, not only for her but for the Thai people and the country.

      

      
        BMA's sewer war begins
        Last week, the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) closed down 46 food shops. Owners of these food businesses were found to be violating a municipal law, which requires them to install grease interceptors at their dishwashing basin systems.
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																A new report on deaths among footpath users is shocking and unacceptable.
On Monday, the Department of Disease Control released its safety report, saying 5,066 pedestrians were killed in accidents from 2015 to 2024, or 506 deaths annually.

The report says 58,705 pedestrians, or 5,870 footpath users, were admitted to hospitals. Major causes of death and injuries vary, led by reckless drivers, substandard footpaths, and obstacles posed by street furniture.

Some pedestrians also fail to use zebra crossings or are absorbed in their mobile phones instead of focusing on the road.

What is more worrying is the fatality rate is increasing. In 2020, the percentage of pedestrian deaths compared to total accidents that occurred in footpath areas was 0.57% and dropped to 0.56% in 2021-22.

In 2023, a year after the death of Dr Waraluck "Kratai" Supawatjariyakul, a young optician killed while walking on a pedestrian crossing in front of the Bhumiraj Nagarindra Kidney Institute on Phaya Thai Road, the percentage rose to 0.62% and 0.63% last year.

That figure suggests more law violations and inefficient guardrails to protect users.

It also means the public uproar that accompanied that tragedy and led to a new safety campaign in 2022 appears to have counted for little.

This week, a 76-year-old former district chief, Adul Hanphong-kittikul, was killed after he was struck by a vehicle while using a zebra crossing in front of Phrae Hospital.

The recent accidents involving pedestrians, such as the case in Phrae on Monday, tell us that the money spent upgrading transport infrastructure is going to waste.

Pedestrians are still vulnerable to being hit by cars and motorcycles or suffering injuries from falling down manholes or from footpaths in disrepair.

The question is how to protect pedestrians and make footpaths safe to use. First and foremost, the government must enforce traffic laws. Right now, law enforcement is not good enough to earn public trust.

Look no further than the footpath areas in the capital city, which motorcyclists use as shortcuts.

The question is why are these drivers not scared of law enforcers or even CCTV, which has been installed in public and traffic spaces. The design and quality of pedestrian spaces are to blame.

To begin with, the small and narrow footpaths and the poor quality of footpath pavements, compounded by potholes and uneven surfaces, enhance risks to pedestrians -- especially the elderly, who are at risk of physical injuries.

The biggest factor is the lack of political will and sincerity to tackle the problem.

Right after any high-profile traffic accidens, governments and ministers pay lip service to improving safety.

For the responsible agency concerned, such as the Ministry of Transport, the focus has been on building highways, expressways, and roads, without attention to pavement design and safety issues.

This week, the government allocated a 49 billion baht budget -- in fact, the biggest share of the 150 billion baht stimulus package -- to the Transport Ministry to improve transport infrastructure, including road safety.

With the rise in road accidents, the transport minister needs to spell out how the money will be spent to improve pavement area infrastructure.

Without clear goals and follow-up action plans, the government risks causing more accidents.
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									When films speak louder than missiles								
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																Jafar Panahi tells it as he sees it: "An attack on my homeland, Iran, is in no way acceptable," the Iranian filmmaker wrote on Instagram last week. "Israel has violated Iran and should be tried in an international trial as a war aggressor."
Panahi's condemnation of Israel is non-negotiable, as it should be. It's logical to assume, despite the shaky ceasefire, that his denunciation has extended to the US after President Donald Trump's decision to attack Iran last Saturday. Panahi's words carry exceptional heft and conviction, not because he's your standard celebrity-nationalist, but because he's an artist who has fought bitterly against the authoritarianism of his own government for over two decades.

On multiple occasions, Panahi was banned, jailed, censored, forbidden to make films or to travel. Three years ago, he went on a hunger strike in prison. He finally won a case to have his ban lifted, and last month won the esteemed Palme d'Or at the Cannes Film Festival for It Was Just an Accident, a dark satire in which a group of former political prisoners kidnap their former torturer. Naturally, Panahi shot the film without official permission.

Since the mid-1990s, Panahi has made politically charged films about Iranians' struggles with inequality and oppression, many of them concerning women's rights. The Circle (2000) follows a group of women constrained by a restrictive society. Offside (2006) is about a teenage girl who sneaks into a football stadium, a no-go for all women. This Is Not a Film (2013) is a film made while he was under house arrest.

The Cannes-winning It Was Just an Accident was shot after he'd been freed, but the spirit of rebellion and confrontation is as fresh as springtime Persian olives (the film has a Thai distributor and will be released later this year).

When dissidents speak out, the move to instigate "regime change" by outside powers fails miserably. In the same Instagram post in which he denounced Israel's attacks, Panahi also wrote: "This position does not mean ignoring the four decades of mismanagement, corruption, oppression, tyranny and incompetence of the Islamic Republic [of Iran]."

Here, the filmmaker is not pulling the hypocritical both-sidesism that has often been deployed around the Palestine-Israel, and now Iran-Israel-US, conflict. It's a legitimate standpoint of a responsible citizen: it is solely the right of the people of a country to demand change through democratic means, disgruntled protests or civic movements, and not through foreign forces that drop bombs and claim that war is peace and violence is salvation. Such a pretext must have no place in a world that has endured so many wars and genocides already.

For Panahi, cinema is resistance. Poetry won't stop bullets and film may not unseat tyrants, but art continues to speak -- sometimes it shouts, howls, screams, or lights the sky with fireworks -- not despite, but because of war. Iranian artists, many of them women, who have had run-ins with their government seem to share Panahi's stance.

Golshifteh Farahani went into exile in 2009, and yet she has been vocal in opposing Israel's aggression against her homeland. Filmmaker Maryam Tafakory spoke before about censorship and lack of women's rights in Iran, but she's clear-eyed about what has happened, especially about the excuse that the bombings were intended to help liberate the Iranian people: "This war is against us, the Iranian people -- not our government," she wrote. "This is a war against a people-led revolution that could pave the way for a democratically elected government."

Even Israeli artists let their work howl into the face of their own country. The staunchest of them is Nadav Lapid, whose film Yes! also premiered at Cannes last month to a packed cinema choked by the bile of anger and frustration. A fiction film, Yes! follows an Israeli musician asked to compose a bloodcurdling anthem to rouse the nation after the Oct 7 Hamas attack. The film reveals itself as a nerve-rattling probe into the psyche of a nation torn between vengeance, paranoia, self-loathing and guilt over the atrocity in Gaza (not Iran, but the critique sticks). It's a study of madness in the making. Some Arab critics have already refused to watch it, but the film will certainly rile up Lapid's own right-wing countrymen even more.

Has Panahi had a chance to watch Yes!? The Iranian must have a lot to discuss with the Israeli if he has. Both It Was Just an Accident and Yes! are important films of the moment -- two bold works from two countries in conflict that take a long, hard, unflinching look at the filmmakers' respective regimes. They're proof that art is still relevant in the hour of hawks and missiles. They're also testaments that the harshest, sincerest criticism of a government must come from its own citizens, and that change must represent the will of the people from within.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3058177/when-films-speak-louder-than-missiles



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									US strikes on Iran nuke plants risk backfiring								

															

																	
										
											[image: Damage at the Fordo enrichment facility in Iran after the US strikes on June 22. (Photo: Maxar Technologies via The New York Times)]
																							
													Damage at the Fordo enrichment facility in Iran after the US strikes on June 22. (Photo: Maxar Technologies via The New York Times)												

																					

									

																Israel and the United States have dealt punishing blows to Iran's nuclear infrastructure. "Operation Rising Lion" and "Operation Midnight Hammer" have been portrayed as precision strikes that will stop the Islamic Republic's nuclear programme in its tracks. But whatever the bombings might have achieved tactically, they risk forfeiting strategically, as Iran is now more convinced than ever that nuclear weapons are the only way to deter future aggression and ensure the regime's survival.
Iran was once brought to the negotiating table through a carefully calibrated mix of pressure and incentives. Despite its imperfections, that approach worked. In 2015, the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action was agreed, with Iran agreeing to limit its nuclear programme in exchange for sanctions relief and other concessions. But -- at Israel's urging and despite Iran's apparent compliance -- Donald Trump abandoned the JCPOA during his first term as president, destroying whatever mutual trust had been built over the course of 20 months of painstaking diplomacy.

Now, despite pursuing new nuclear negotiations with Iran, the US has joined Israel in abandoning strategic patience in favour of spasmodic force. Some argue that Iran invited the attacks by deceiving the international community, stoking regional conflicts, and enriching uranium to levels well beyond those needed for any civilian application. These are legitimate complaints.

Even the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), in a report released just before Israel's campaign began, raised concerns about Iran's compliance with its international obligations. Indeed, an analysis of this report by the Institute for Science and International Security argued that "Iran can convert its current stock of 60% enriched uranium into 233kg of [weapon-grade uranium] in three weeks at the Fordow Fuel Enrichment Plant (FFEP), enough for nine nuclear weapons." That conclusion may well have lit a fire under the Trump administration.

But the IAEA also concluded that it had "no credible indications of an ongoing, undeclared structured nuclear programme" in Iran, while underscoring the urgency of reaching a nuclear deal. "Iran," the agency warned, "is the only non-nuclear-weapon state in the world that is producing and accumulating uranium enriched to 60%" -- just a short technical step away from the 90% purity needed for weapons-grade material.

Even so, US and Israeli decision-makers greenlit attacks on Iranian nuclear sites at Fordow, Natanz, and Isfahan -- facilities that are subject to IAEA safeguards and monitored under Iran's Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) commitments. With that, they unravelled the legal and verification framework that exists precisely to prevent weaponisation.

Beyond undermining the authority of the IAEA and its inspection regime, the attacks violated the NPT's principle of peaceful nuclear use (Article IV) and breached international law, including the United Nations Charter. The US, a nuclear superpower with a record of catastrophic wars aimed at regime change, and Israel, a clandestine nuclear-armed state that refuses to sign the NPT, have thus sent an unmistakable message: only the weak follow rules, and only the strong are safe. In fact, as long as you have nuclear weapons, you can violate international law at will.

This is true not only for major powers, but also for smaller states, Pakistan, for example. This poses a more acute threat to regional peace than Iran's hypothetical bomb, but the US remains silent.

This hypocrisy is deeply rooted. It was the US, after all, that aided and abetted Pakistan's covert pursuit of the bomb. Throughout the 1980s and 1990s, successive US administrations ignored mounting evidence that Pakistan was secretly enriching uranium and building nuclear weapons -- and continued funnelling billions of dollars in aid to the country.

Today, with diplomacy derailed, inspections discredited, coercion normalised, and double standards embraced, what tools remain to convince Iran that remaining non-nuclear is wise and strategically viable? After years of debate over the value of a nuclear deterrent -- with Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei even issuing religious edicts against nuclear weapons -- Iranian decision-makers are almost certain to decide that there is no other way to keep the country safe from attack.

Iran now has every incentive to exit -- or at least limit -- the IAEA framework and race towards nuclear breakout. Just as Saddam Hussein took his nuclear programme underground following Israel's 1981 bombing of Iraq's IAEA-monitored Osirak reactor, Iran is likely to reject transparency and oversight in favour of secrecy and ambiguity. That would not be some dramatic act of defiance, but rather a rational response to a serious -- even existential -- threat.

And it is not just Iran. If powerful states can bomb safeguarded nuclear facilities with impunity, why should any country put its faith in the global nonproliferation regime? Any government that wants to avoid the fate of Saddam's Iraq or Moammar Gaddafi's Libya (or, for that matter, democratic Ukraine), will seek to acquire the bomb -- or at least come close enough to keep adversaries guessing.

The only viable path to nonproliferation is and always will be diplomacy, not destruction. Military strikes might slow down a nuclear programme, but they cannot impose long-term restraint -- especially when they are carried out by powers that flout the very rules they claim to be enforcing. In the end, Operation Rising Lion and Operation Midnight Hammer may be remembered not as preemptive strikes against Iran's nuclear breakout, but as catalysts for it. (c)2025 Project Syndicate



Brahma Chellaney, Professor Emeritus of Strategic Studies at the New Delhi-based Centre for Policy Research and Fellow at the Robert Bosch Academy in Berlin, is the author of 'Water, Peace, and War: Confronting the Global Water Crisis' (Rowman & Littlefield, 2013).
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3058182/us-strikes-on-iran-nuke-plants-risk-backfiring



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Gambling on Singapore's model								

															

																	
										
											[image: The Marina Bay Sands hotel and casino is illuminated at night in Singapore, in this June 2018 file photo. (Photo: SeongJoon Cho/Bloomberg)]
																							
													The Marina Bay Sands hotel and casino is illuminated at night in Singapore, in this June 2018 file photo. (Photo: SeongJoon Cho/Bloomberg)												

																					

									

																Hindsight can help define the future. In 2005, Singapore was coming to terms with a need to reinvent itself as a tourism attraction in the face of plummeting arrival numbers and increasing regional competition. This was no time to feel intimidated but to strike out and be inventive.
The answer being the adoption of large manmade tourism ecosystems, incorporating hospitality, retail, arts, culture, MICE and casino, to resonate strongly with higher value tourists seeking luxury, diversity and excitement in a single destination attraction. The term Integrated Resort (IR) was coined, now more commonly known in Thailand as the Entertainment Complex (EC).

There was no other feasible option than to seek billions of dollars of overseas investment and IR expertise from proven international gambling and hospitality companies, stock market-listed businesses with a strong reputation and proven pedigree developing gold standard product, service, governance and regulatory compliance. Reinvention for Singapore meant delivering iconic attractions strong enough for tourists to feel compelled to stay in the city state, rather than simply transiting through its magnificent Changi Airport to more attractive destinations elsewhere.

The Singapore government drew upon international best practices to put much needed guardrails in place to regulate its gambling market and social programmes to protect its community from gambling-related addiction.

I have been living in Bangkok for a large proportion of my time over the last six months, so there are many familiarities between the journey taken by Singapore and the EC opportunities presented by Thailand government, opposition arguments and internal debate in Thailand. Logic and experience suggest there is much to learn and adopt from Singapore.

Singapore is lauded for being the gold standard. Integrated resorts have been a catalyst of economic growth for the past 15 years, Singapore's architecture is now an international icon and the Singapore Tourism Board reports that 48% of all international arrivals visit an integrated resort.

Two of the most popular and highest performing entertainment complexes in the world are Galaxy Resorts Macau and Marina Bay Sands, with both continuing to evolve and expand with billions of dollars in additional investment and the creation of additional jobs to meet the ever-changing needs of the burgeoning Asia tourism market.

Thailand is grappling with many of the very same issues faced by Singapore and its government back in 2005. Stagnating economic growth, tourism numbers not recovering to previous highs, and competition for tourism share of time and wallet intensifying throughout Asia, particularly in the higher value tourism segments.

Research suggests Thailand is already one of the largest gambling markets in the world, without any regulatory controls, anti-money laundering safeguards, social programs to protect and support the community, together with no employment or tax revenue benefits for the nation. All of these assets come with internationally respected entertainment complex investors in Thailand.

Making casino gambling legal was unacceptable for many stakeholder groups in Singapore, with opposition voices striking out for sections of their community. But the country decided to put its differences aside so Singapore could demonstrate its bold vision, single mindedness to compete, and strong determination to advance its brand, rather than hope better times would materialise.

Under the right commercial conditions, Thailand will attract some of the largest and most respected entertainment complex companies to invest billions of US dollars in iconic landmark attractions to grow the country's share of the middle-class tourism market in Asia, increase domestic consumption and create thousands of additional employment opportunities for today's youth. Entertainment complexes will be a fresh headline attraction to bring back discerning Chinese tourists lost to Thailand after recent safety concerns.

After 15 years of operation, integrated resort businesses in Singapore are still growing and contribute in excess of S$800 million (20.4 billion baht) to the government in gaming tax per year. Problem gambling is stable and under control, reported crime and bankruptcies have dropped, and integrated resorts employ over 20,000 people, mostly locals. Attractions that are the pride of the city state and a lightning rod for domestic and international tourists.

Hindsight can be a wonderful thing in shaping Thailand's future.



Kevin Clayton is Chief Brand Officer, Galaxy Entertainment Group Investment (Thailand) Ltd.
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																As if economic problems in Thailand are not bad enough, political issues add to the complications. The worst is the split in the coalition. Even with an overwhelming majority of 314 (out of 493 parliamentary seats) prior to the break-up, the government could not push for many major policies, including the 10,000 baht cash handout scheme.
With a much-reduced majority and only 261 seats, I doubt this lame duck government can be effective. A few rebels could lead to the dissolution of parliament. Balancing different parties' interests will take priority over sound policy decisions.

That is sad for Thailand because the country needs a strong and decisive government to manage numerous challenging economic issues. US President Donald Trump's reciprocal tariffs and the selection of a new Bank of Thailand (BoT) governor are just two examples.

The US decided to impose a 36% reciprocal tariff on Thai exports, taking effect from April 9. It is estimated that the new tariff rate would reduce Thai GDP growth by 1.0% or more. Fortunately, the measure was postponed for 90 days until July 9. Thailand is in negotiations with the US to lower the rate, which, in my view, will fail.

Strictly speaking, Thailand is not in negotiations with the US as there are no face-to-face talks or exchanges of information yet. As far as the public knows, only the proposal has been submitted, and the country is waiting for the US team to set the discussion date.

In my opinion, the negotiation process between the US team and the Thai team is unlikely to take place. The US simply has no time to negotiate with all 56 countries affected by Mr Trump's reciprocal tariffs. Only "key" countries will be granted face-to-face negotiation opportunities. Thailand does not look like a key country, as half of the so-called "Products of Thailand" are not really produced by local manufacturers.

The key country in this region is China, which finished negotiations with a 55% tariff rate. That 55% tax rate comprises the 20% existing tariff and 35% in a reciprocal tariff. The original reciprocal tariff for China set on April 9 was 34%.

Basically, Mr Trump gets what he originally wanted from China, plus an agreement on lifting a rare earth mineral export ban. Good negotiating.

Thailand, viewed as a Chinese exporting conduit, is likely to get a 35% reciprocal tariff to prevent further backdooring opportunities. The US negotiation team would tarnish its reputation if it set Thailand a tax rate of less than 35%. Additionally, it represents a 1% reduction from the original 36% rate.

The problem is how the new coalition government will manage to ease the pain of a 35% tariff rate. It will be quite a shock for Thai exporters to move from the average US tariff rate of 2%. Meaningful subsidies are out of the question because the Thai government is broke.

I demonstrated in my previous article that, due to inadequate domestic liquidity, the government is currently unable to borrow from the market to finance the FY 2025 budget deficit and must withdraw almost 300 billion baht from its savings account (fiscal balance) to fill the gap. I estimated that the fiscal balance will be empty by the end of this fiscal year. The government will have to actively look for alternative financing methods for the proposed 860 billion baht fiscal deficit for FY 2026.

Financing the FY 2026 deficit brings me to the second challenging issue for the economy -- selecting the "right" governor of the Bank of Thailand. The current governor's term will expire on Sept 30, and the selection process for the new governor is ongoing.

Two names have already been chosen for submission to the Finance Minister. One is the deputy BoT governor, and the other is the CEO of the Government Savings Bank.

The new governor will face two daunting tasks. The first is to revive the sagging economy. There will be strong pressure to lower interest rates. One of the finalists has the opinion that there is ample room to push the interest rate down much further.

I disagree as the Thai economy needs consumption control to balance the income-expense gap. Over-consumption leads to higher levels of debt, which is Thailand's main economic problem. Lowering policy interest rates would only increase the debt burden. The new governor should focus on narrowing the deposit-lending rate gap, not lowering policy interest rates.

The second daunting task is to help find solutions to government financing problems. I have explained the needs, now I will explain possible solutions which the new governor will have to choose from.

Theoretically, there are three possible ways to finance the government's deficit when domestic liquidity is inadequate for borrowing: (1) borrow from abroad, (2) allow the BoT to buy government bonds from commercial banks, and (3) let the BoT buy bonds directly from the government.

The second option is most commonly used by central banks around the world. The technical term is "Open Market Operations (OMO)". Quantitative Easing (QE) is a fancy version of OMO. Basically, a central bank, say the BoT, buys government bonds from the market, usually commercial banks. With cash from bond sales, commercial banks would on-lend the money to investors to buy new government bonds. The BoT used this measure to prompt the private sector to buy 1.5 trillion baht of Emergency Bonds during the pandemic.

The necessary requirement is that the banking system must be functioning and willing to on-lend the cash given by the BoT.

Thanks to a functioning banking system, then, loan growth expanded by 2.5 trillion baht during the Covid years of 2021-2022, providing more than enough cash for the private sector to purchase Emergency Bonds. Unfortunately, the Thai banking system is not functional now. Giving cash to commercial banks would be a waste of effort. The only feasible option is the third one -- the BoT buying bonds directly from the government.

I believe the phrase "printing money for government use" is a scary enough term. It would probably be acceptable if it is only done in a time of emergency with a limited amount. But out of the proposed 860 billion baht deficit for FY 2026, at least 360 billion baht would need to be financed by BoT printing money to buy government bonds. The worst thing is that, without a substantial budget cut or super-GDP growth in subsequent years, the practice will be carried on year after year. This is the situation the Bank of Japan was forced into, and ended up with a 53% holding of Japanese government bonds.

It is my fear that the new BoT governor will be selected on the basis of an accommodative stance towards deficit financing. I have heard an unconfirmed rumour that the current governor was asked to do just that when the previous administration needed the money to finance the 10,000 baht cash handout scheme. If that rumour was true, it was lucky for Thailand that the governor said "no".
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																Despite having local refining capabilities, Thailand continues to base its oil prices on the Singapore market. For many, this raises a question: If we refine oil here, why must we follow prices set elsewhere? The answer lies in Thailand's energy structure and its commitment to a free-market economy.
Thailand promotes open and competitive trade, including in the oil sector. Local oil producers are allowed to import and export freely, and set refinery and retail prices independently. These prices are benchmarked against refined oil prices in the Singapore market, Asia's largest oil trading hub.

Global dependence

While Thailand does produce crude oil, it meets less than 10% of the country's total demand. Over 90% of crude oil must be imported and refined locally. As a result, fluctuations in global crude oil prices directly impact Thailand's refinery and retail prices.

These fluctuations are driven by global supply and demand, and are often affected by geopolitics, wars, economic sanctions, and natural disasters. When global crude oil prices rise, Thailand's import costs and thus consumer prices rise, consecutively.

Why Singapore?

Crucially, the Singapore oil price is not set by any one company or authority. It is a transparent, market-driven price reflecting regional supply and demand. With hundreds of traders operating in Singapore, prices adjust according to global crude oil movements. This makes it a reliable regional benchmark used not just by Thailand, but also by countries like Indonesia, the Philippines, South Korea, and Australia.

Singapore's proximity and its role as Asia's largest oil export hub also make it the most cost-effective source of refined oil for Thailand. This minimises transportation costs and offers the most competitive pricing, providing a fair baseline for domestic price setting.

Ensuring market balance

Using Singapore market prices also supports balance in Thailand's oil free trade. If domestic prices were fixed by the country and set too low, refineries might choose to export their products to higher-paying markets like Singapore, causing local shortages. Conversely, if local prices are set too high, traders may bypass Thai refineries and import cheaper oil instead. Both scenarios disrupt the market and lead to unnecessary foreign exchange losses.

Aligning with Singapore's market ensures fair competition and prevents market distortion.

Trumps price manipulation

Some have proposed switching from the Singapore benchmark to a "cost-plus" pricing model, where domestic oil prices are based on actual refinery costs.

However, this approach has major drawbacks:

1. Lack of standardisation -- Each Thai refinery operates with different cost structures. There is no efficient mechanism to determine a single national cost-based price.

2. Reduced incentives -- If government-controlled prices are too low, refineries may reduce output or prioritise exports unless export quotas are enforced.

3. Higher local prices -- Thai refineries may not compete with Singapore's scale and efficiency. Singapore does not need to maintain oil reserves, and benefits from lower operational costs and more flexible production.

Making sense of at all

Referencing Singapore's oil market allows Thailand to maintain efficient, competitive, and transparent pricing. It helps keep production costs low, benefits consumers, and strengthens the country's overall economic competitiveness.

In the end, while Thailand refines its own oil, global pricing realities and our strategic reliance on imports, make the Singapore market the most rational and cost-effective reference point.



Viraphol Jirapraditkul is a former director of the Oil Fuel Fund Office.
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																The Thai population's accelerating pace of ageing is a trend with profound impacts, particularly at the personal level on those individuals tasked with caring for loved ones during the final phase of their lives.
For many caregivers, the practical challenges and emotional strain of tending to their immediate family members during the end-of-life journey are often exacerbated by concerns about their employment and the constant threat of financial hardship.

This is why the Social Security Office (SSO) should seriously consider a petition from a network of palliative care supporters urging it to grant dedicated paid leave of absence for employees to care for their loved ones at the end of their lives.

The petition, signed by more than 3,000 people, argues that compassionate care or bereavement leave extending to the end-of-life period would offer much-needed support for employees, many of whom have suffered immensely from the profound need to be present for their loved ones and the very real demands of their careers.

Paid compassionate care leave would not only provide families with time to manage care and offer comfort to their loved ones during the critical final phase of their lives, but also alleviate the stress and guilt of the caregivers themselves.

At a policy level, allowing for paid bereavement leave would represent a vital recognition by public authorities of society's changing reality and their abilities to devise appropriate responses to lessen the burden being shouldered by a growing segment of the workforce.

The palliative network, comprising the palliative care personnel of Ramathibodi Hospital, Thai Palliative Care Society (THAPS), and the Peaceful Death community group, among others, has argued that the presence of loved ones during the end-of-life period can lead to a peaceful and dignified death.

At the same time, the ability to provide direct care and offer comfort -- indeed just to be there during the most vulnerable time of a person's life -- provides a necessary closure, which allows caregivers to better recover from the loss and move on.

Without dedicated family care leave, employees are currently forced to use their limited business or vacation leave, which often proves insufficient. There are also cases in which employees feel they cannot afford to care for their family members or bid them a final goodbye, out of concern that it may conflict with their careers.

Globally, many countries, including those in Europe and Canada, as well as numerous progressive businesses, have implemented paid compassionate care leave with varying conditions. Studies on the ageing population and policy consistently suggest that among many necessary responses, one policy that has been shown to make a difference is paid leave to meet the health needs of ageing family members.

While certain elements in the proposal may remain debatable -- for example, how to ascertain that illnesses are terminal or how to define "close ties" beyond immediate family for eligibility -- these can be further discussed. The petition's proposed paid leave of 30 to 60 days per year may also require negotiation.

Despite these aspects, the core proposal for family care leave deserves the SSO's careful consideration. For once, the SSO has a chance to show the public that it recognises the toll the ageing population is taking on individual members of society and that it is ready to fulfil its duties in providing support to make their lives easier, more secure, and more humane.
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																Despite local and global headwinds, Thailand's energy demand, driven by economic activities, continues to grow. Such seemingly insatiable energy demand has been met primarily via natural gas, which, according to Thailand's Electricity Generation Authority (EGAT), is used to generate 60.85% of Thailand's electricity.
This dependence on natural gas isn't new. For decades, Thailand has relied on natural gas for its power needs. However, the difference in recent years is that Thailand can no longer satiate most of its natural gas appetite from more traditional sources such as the Gulf of Thailand, the Malaysia-Thailand Joint Development Area, and the Yadana pipeline from Myanmar.

As natural gas is depleting in those sources, Thailand has been reinforcing its energy security by increasing its liquefied natural gas (LNG) imports -- even garnering the distinction of being Southeast Asia's first LNG importer in 2011.

Fast forward to 2025, and Thailand is fashioning itself to be Asia's regional LNG hub. This is to take advantage of its strategic location in Asia, particularly its proximity to Southeast Asia, which is seeing a growing LNG appetite.

But what does this mean for Thailand's energy transition plan?

No longer just an interim fuel

Under Thailand's Power Development Plan (PDP), the government is committed to reducing its fossil fuel usage and ensuring that by 2037, 51% of its energy mix is from renewables.

Thailand -- like many oil & gas exporting nations -- has been advocating for natural gas as a feasible energy option as it facilitates its transition towards cleaner energy. This is largely based on natural gas emitting significantly lower CO2 emissions during power generation as compared to coal, making it a somewhat "acceptable" interim fuel that allows countries to reduce carbon emissions while keeping power and energy prices affordable.

However, Thailand's ambitions of becoming a regional LNG hub appear to run counter to its long-term energy transition efforts.

Even now, the PDP isn't going far enough in facilitating this transition, as gas power plants will still constitute 41% of the energy mix generation by 2037. The plan to import LNG for both meeting domestic energy needs and having enough to export to neighbouring countries raises the question of whether Thailand can truly meet its transition targets as per the PDP.

Amid this regional LNG hub push, Thailand must be cautious of:

1. Potential oversupply issues

Thailand currently operates two LNG import terminals at Map Pha Tut, which the Thailand Development Research Institute (TDRI) notes are already sufficient to meet Thailand's LNG needs. A third one is being built in the same location, positioned to serve as the hub for exporting LNG to the country's regional neighbours.

It's crucial to conduct a thorough assessment of Thailand's needs and competitiveness as a regional LNG hub, beyond the country's strategic location and existing LNG infrastructure. For instance, why would neighbouring countries purchase LNG from Thailand instead of buying directly from sources such as the US, especially given the current global tariff climate, which may push countries, just like Thailand itself, to consider purchasing LNG from the US to offset unfavourable trading terms.

Should the LNG imports increase to the point of oversupply, it could also create a "stranded effect", which refers to investments suffering from unanticipated or premature write-downs, devaluations, or conversion to liabilities. The report by Climate Finance Network Thailand (CFNT) titled "Thailand's Fossil Lock-In: Stranded Risk of Midstream Oil & Gas Infrastructure" states that nearly half of Thailand's operating and proposed LNG terminal capacities could become economically unfeasible, thereby creating a financial burden on the government and, by extension, the people living in Thailand.

2. Electricity price affordability & volatility

If Thailand were to seriously undertake its regional LNG hub ambitions, the country mustn't lose sight of the needs of the general public, who indeed are the main electricity consumers. As such, the process of appointing LNG import licensees -- whether state-owned enterprises or private ones -- should be transparent and ensure that there is price competition, so that consumers in Thailand aren't overpaying for electricity on their bills.

To note, Thailand's Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC) has only set a price ceiling (meaning that each licensee can import LNG at any price, so long as it does not exceed the specified ceiling). However, agreeing to import LNG, especially if it is from specific sources like the US, may make electricity prices more expensive than before. So, even before the government negotiates any LNG purchases from abroad, the ERC should allow for more price competition, in addition to requiring an explanation about the origin of the import quota by each licensee to be more transparent.

LNG prices are also very sensitive to geopolitical events, as evident amid the Russia-Ukraine conflict and the recent Iran-Israel and the US attacks in the Middle East. Such volatility is even raising questions about whether LNG can still be considered an interim fuel, as we can't predict when such troubles would subside (or worsen). Increasing LNG imports would only bring Thailand in much closer proximity to this volatility.

3. Risks of an LNG lock-in

The importance of LNG cannot be denied in terms of safeguarding Thailand's current energy security needs. However, the jury is still out on whether importing LNG -- especially to the levels required to export it -- is the best approach for securing the sort of energy future Thailand envisions.

By furthering its regional LNG ambitions, Thailand risks this future by entering a "carbon lock-in", whereby the country's doubling down on LNG infrastructure would mean committing to its use until the end of its economic life. This could then erode the competitiveness of renewable alternatives.

But today, there are already many types of renewable energy sources that don't carry the sort of environmental costs that LNG have. They're getting cheaper too.

Rationalising Thailand's energy future

Renewable energy prices have decreased in line with more advanced global warming-fighting technologies to the point they can compete with prices from fossil fuel sources, according to a recent report by BloombergNEF titled Thailand: Turning Point for a Net-Zero Power Grid. It states that solar-plus-battery projects in Thailand are now cheaper than coal and natural gas power plants, eliminating the need for Thailand to rely on expensive LNG imported from overseas sources.

Rapeepat Ingkasit, my colleague from CFNT, who spoke with BloombergNEF's Head of South and Southeast Asia Research, aptly noted in his article in the Bangkok Post titled "Thailand's cleaner grid is within reach", that "Thailand no longer needs to wait for future breakthroughs. The cheapest form of new electricity is already here."

While LNG may be crucial in meeting short-term needs, the plan to phase out its use -- in addition to other fossil fuels -- must continue for a more secure and sustainable energy future. However, the considerable efforts being made to underline Thailand's regional LNG ambitions may suggest otherwise.



Imran Arif is Communications Strategy Consultant, Climate Finance Network Thailand.
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																For the record, Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra has committed the most damaging diplomatic blunder in Thailand's modern history. The leaked 17.6-minute audio clip of a phone call between her and former Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen was not just embarrassing -- it was devastating, not only for her but for the Thai people and the country.
The embattled prime minister has admitted she used her private phone call to hold a discussion with Hun Sen, whom she amicably called "Uncle".

In the clip, she also berated Second Region Army Commander Lt Gen Boonsin Padklang -- who is busy defending the Thai-Cambodian border amid tensions between the two nations -- by calling him "the opposition", and she offered Hun Sen "whatever he wanted". For a sitting prime minister, even a newly minted one, this was like a likay or folk opera, as the Thais would describe it.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) now finds itself scrambling to salvage what is left of the country's diplomatic standing. A government statement was hastily released, expressing "deep disappointment" over Hun Sen's breach of diplomatic norms.

The Cambodian ambassador, Hun Saroeun, was summoned to acknowledge a formal protest from the Thai government. On the same day, Thai ambassador to Cambodia, Tull Traisorat, returned to Bangkok for consultations. These are standard crisis-control procedures, but the damage has been done.

According to some accounts, Ms Paetongtarn was not briefed or prepared for such a direct conversation, which reveals her character and her true depth. The audio clip shows the real side of Ms Paetongtarn.

Those familiar with her diplomatic style -- or lack thereof -- know she rarely strays from prepared scripts. At Asean summits, for instance, she typically reads from an iPad.

She avoids off-the-cuff questions, and her focus has thus far been limited to economic cooperation, trade promotion and soft-power hullabaloo. She has never waded into complex politics or thorny regional disputes.

The private phone call has changed the whole dynamics of Thailand-Cambodian relations. Ms Paetongtarn was just being herself. The conversation was unscripted and unsupervised. Apparently, the whole task is beyond her abilities.

At the other end of the line is one of the world's most seasoned politicians who has spent four decades mastering the art of war, diplomacy and regional realpolitik. At 38, Ms Paetongtarn was a rookie lightweight boxer taking on a longstanding heavyweight champion.

In the past week, the most frequently asked questions on all media platforms were why she called him in the first place and why she addressed herself as a niece, grovelling and seeking approval from a powerful "Uncle".

Equally amazing was that nobody anticipated the potential backlash, especially her father, Thaksin Shinawatra, a so-called brother-in-arms and former adviser to Hun Sen. Their frenemy relationship dates back to 1994.

Ms Paetongtarn's premiership is now on the precipice as the leaked audio has become a symbol of national embarrassment, and numerous lawsuits have been filed against her. Memes, jokes, and angry commentary now dominate Thai social media. The opposition wants her to resign. Protesters are growing louder by the day, calling for her resignation or the dissolution of parliament. The coalition government also faces a new challenge as the Bhumjaithai Party, a key ally, withdrew from the government shortly after the leak.

In the civil service, particularly within the MFA, morale is at a historically low, as diplomats and officials feel bypassed and ignored. Since Ms Paetongtarn took office, decisions on foreign affairs have been made by Thaksin and his small inner circle.

Since former foreign minister Parnpree Bahiddha-nukara stepped down last April, the ministry has been adrift. There is no strong figure at the helm and no one with the authority to rein in damage or chart a strategic course.

As such, Thailand urgently needs to do three things.

First, the MFA's reputation must be restored. The Saranrom Palace needs a new leader who commands respect, both within the ministry and in the region. Someone with a mandate to act in the national interest. So far, Thai diplomacy has been too personalised.

Second, at the upcoming Asean Foreign Ministers' Meeting from July 9 to 11, the MFA must reassure its colleagues of Thailand's commitment to peace and stability. Obviously, it should not be the platform to amplify bilateral border issues, which would risk regionalising the current problem. Thailand should continue its long-standing preference for quiet diplomacy and strengthen Asean centrality.

Thailand must also continue to nurture bilateral mechanisms, as well as reaffirm its commitment to the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation and its principles. It is wiser to conduct diplomacy behind the scenes, allowing both sides to manage the crisis without the megaphone and theatrics that could set dangerous precedents within Asean.

Third, strategic communication must be rebuilt. This government has utterly failed in communicating with the public, especially on international issues; the public is confused and angry. Concerned officials, both civilians and uniformed, are demoralised. Asean colleagues and dialogue partners are watching with bewilderment. The government needs to speak coherently and regularly to state facts to placate disinformation and xenophobic narratives.

While Ms Paetongtarn has lost credibility abroad, at home, her misstep has cost her leverage and severely weakened the Pheu Thai-led government.

Her father, who often gleefully asserts himself in public, has uncharacteristically tiptoed from the scene, leaving his daughter at the chopping board, only adding salt to the wounds. Public anger has grown over the week as the government ponders the reshuffle list. In the footsteps of her father and aunt, the former PM, Yingluck Shinawatra, Ms Paetongtarn has insisted she will not resign. She has argued that her servile tone with Hun Sun is just her negotiation tactic to help restore peace.

The leaked audio clip also comes at an unfavourable time for Thai diplomacy, with the MFA commemorating its 150th anniversary this year. It is vital to demonstrate that foreign policy is not a family affair and cannot be improvised. The country needs to return to the basics to rebuild its diplomatic credibility.
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																Last week, the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) closed down 46 food shops. Owners of these food businesses were found to be violating a municipal law, which requires them to install grease interceptors at their dishwashing basin systems.
The effort is part of the City Hall's new campaign, "Battle against Grease in the Sewer System", to improve the city's flood drainage capacity.

The campaign was launched in March to reduce the amount of fat, oil, and grease in sewage and flood drainage pipelines.

Since then, City Hall officials have been inspecting 15,558 food shops and markets in 50 districts.

The good news is that the majority of these shops have complied with this law, except for the 46 shops that ignored the BMA's warnings.

According to a 2022 municipal law, food shops and markets are required to install a wastewater system and grease interceptors before discharging water into the collective sewage system.

While grease and oil from the dishwashing and cooking process may appear a trivial matter, a substantial part of over 6,900 kilometres of the sewage system across the capital city has been clogged by it.

A glaring and revolting case is the clogged sewage in Talat Phlu, a well-known fresh market in the Thon Buri area, which floods after heavy rains, causing havoc with the local sewerage system.

Apart from flooding, locals complain about the nauseating smell that accompanies it. In March, TV Channel 7 reported that city sewage staff waded into a smelly gutter system to clear away a massive collection of grease that clogged the city's drainage pipe.

The BMA deserves praise for launching its campaign. The only aspect to complain about is why City Hall did not take action much earlier, as this problem has been reported for over a decade or more without the deserved attention from responsible agencies.

Flood prevention in Thailand often involves stories about mega projects, such as underground tunnels, flood-diverting channels, and dams, which cost hundreds or billions of baht to build.

Look no further than the BMA, which has invested a billion baht in building an underground tunnel to enhance flood drainage, but persistent flooding shows that the investment has not paid off. How can expensive flood tunnels work when the small sewage pipes that serve as arteries are obstructed by waste?

According to a Chulalongkorn University study, it was estimated that 250 tonnes of waste have obstructed the city's flood-drainage system. During major floods, reports emerge of large items of garbage, such as mattresses and even toilet seats, being carried into the flood-draining canals.

Moving forward, the BMA needs to expand its campaign to cover other sources of waste, such as construction sites, where some have reportedly discarded sand, bricks, or even gypsum powder into sewage systems.

Legal penalties, such as closing the 46 shops, are a good start; however, they are not enough to tackle the problem.

The best way is to educate the public about the effects of discarding grease and oil into the sewage system.

In addition to education, the BMA and government need to create mechanisms, such as supporting recycling programmes, to help collect used lubricants or cooking oils from these shops.

Cleaning up the sewers is a gigantic task, but it's one that cannot be ignored.
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									New movies out this week: June 26-July 2

									'Jurassic World Rebirth' is shot in Krabi, Phang Nga and Trang
								

								New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
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Yadang: The Snitch

Directed by Hwang Byeng-Gug.

Who's in it?

Kang Ha-neul, Yoo Hae-jin and Park Hae-joon.

What's it about? 

In drug crime circles, 'Ya-Dang' informants sell criminals' info. Criminals use this to reduce sentences, while law enforcement uses it for arrests. Ya-Dang, police and prosecutors form a key triangle.

Why watch it?  

A complex triangle of interests.
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M3Gan 2.0

Directed by Gerard Johnstone.

Who's in it? 

Jemaine Clement, Violet McGraw and Allison Williams.

What's it about? 

Two years after M3Gan's rampage, her creator, Gemma, resorts to resurrecting her infamous creation in order to take down Amelia, the military-grade weapon who was built by a defence contractor who stole M3Gan's underlying tech.

Why watch it? 

The project was announced on Jan 18, 2023, less than two weeks after the critically and commercially cinema release of the first film.
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F1: The Movie

Directed by Joseph Kosinski.

Who's in it?

Brad Pitt, Kerry Condon and Javier Bardem.

What's it about? 

A Formula One driver comes out of retirement to mentor and team up with a younger driver.

Why watch it? 

Filming took place during the weekend of the British Grand Prix in July 2024 at Silverstone, UK. A garage was set up for the fictional Formula 1 team, and this garage was set up between the garages of the Mercedes and Ferrari teams.

[image: ]

Miracle Of Love

Directed by M.L. Panthevanop Devakul.

Who's in it? 

Sinjai Plengpanich, Santisuk Promsiri, Saranyu Wongkrachang, Nusba Wanichangkun, Lek Isoun, Angkana Thimdee, Monthanee Tantisuk, Duangkamol Limcharoen, Waraporn Nguitrakul and Willie McIntosh.

What's it about? 

Mol is waiting for her friends to visit her on vacation while Don, a young student pilot, is waiting to meet someone who would fulfill his lonely heart. One night at a resort during a sudden downpour, someone suggests a game.

Why watch it? 

30th anniversary edition in 4K.



Premieres on June 27
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Miley Cyrus: Something Beautiful

Directed by Jacob Bixenman, Miley Cyrus and Brendan Walter.

Who's in it? 

Miley Cyrus.

What's it about? 

A unique pop opera with 13 songs from Miley Cyrus's "Something Beautiful" album, driven by fantasy.

Why watch it?

If you have to ask...

[image: ]

Maa

Directed by Vishal Furia.

Who's in it?

Kajol, R. Madhavan, Ronit Roy and Indraneil Sengupta.

What's it about? 

A mother transforms into the goddess Kali to battle a demon's curse involving fear, blood and betrayal.

Why watch it?

A suspenseful drama exploring the conflict between good and evil.



Premiering on July 2

[image: ]

Jurassic World Rebirth

Directed by Gareth Edwards.

Who's in it?

Scarlett Johansson, Jonathan Bailey and Rupert Friend. 

What's it about?

Five years post-"Jurassic World: Dominion" (2022), an expedition braves isolated equatorial regions to extract DNA from three massive prehistoric creatures for a groundbreaking medical breakthrough.

Why watch it?

Edwards "dropped everything" to direct the film, stating before production.
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									Global matcha obsession drinks Japan's tea farms dry

									Growers overwhelmed by demand for trendy pick-me-up
								

								LOS ANGELES - At a minimalist Los Angeles matcha bar, powdered Japanese tea is prepared with precision, despite a global shortage driven by the bright green drink's social media stardom.
								Of the 25 types of matcha on the menu at Kettl Tea, which opened on Hollywood Boulevard this year, all but four were out of stock, the shop's founder Zach Mangan told AFP.

"One of the things we struggle with is telling customers that, unfortunately, we don't have" what they want, he said.

With its deep grassy aroma, intense colour and pick-me-up effects, the popularity of matcha "has grown just exponentially over the last decade, but much more so in the last two to three years," the 40-year-old explained.

It is now "a cultural touchpoint in the Western world" -- found everywhere from ice-cream flavour boards to Starbucks.

This has caused matcha's market to nearly double over a year, Mangan said.

"No matter what we try, there's just not more to buy."

Thousands of kilometres away in Sayama, northwest of Tokyo, Masahiro Okutomi -- the 15th generation to run his family's tea business -- is overwhelmed by demand.

"I had to put on our website that we are not accepting any more matcha orders," he said.

Producing the powder is an intensive process: the leaves, called "tencha," are shaded for several weeks before harvest, to concentrate the taste and nutrients.

They are then carefully deveined by hand, dried and finely ground in a machine.

'Long-term endeavour'

"It takes years of training" to make matcha properly, Okutomi said. "It's a long-term endeavour requiring equipment, labour and investment."

"I'm glad the world is taking an interest in our matcha... but in the short term, it's almost a threat -- we just can't keep up," he said.

The matcha boom has been fuelled by online influencers like Andie Ella, who has more than 600,000 subscribers on YouTube and started her own brand of matcha products.

At the pastel-pink pop-up shop she opened in Tokyo's hip Harajuku district, dozens of fans were excitedly waiting to take a photo with the 23-year-old Frenchwoman or buy her cans of strawberry or white chocolate flavored matcha.

"Matcha is visually very appealing," Ella told AFP.

To date, her matcha brand, produced in Japan's rural Mie region, has sold 133,000 cans. Launched in November 2023, it now has eight employees.

"Demand has not stopped growing," she said.

In 2024, matcha accounted for over half of the 8,798 tonnes of green tea exported from Japan, according to agriculture ministry data -- twice as much as a decade ago.

The Tokyo tea shop Jugetsudo, in the touristy former fish market area of Tsukiji, is trying to control its stock levels given the escalating demand.

"We don't strictly impose purchase limits, but we sometimes refuse to sell large quantities to customers suspected of reselling," said store manager Shigehito Nishikida.

"In the past two or three years, the craze has intensified: customers now want to make matcha themselves, like they see on social media," he added.

Tariff threat

Anita Jordan, a 49-year-old Australian tourist in Japan, said her "kids are obsessed with matcha."

"They sent me on a mission to find the best one," she laughed.

The global matcha market is estimated to be worth billions of dollars, but it could be hit by US President Donald Trump's tariffs on Japanese products -- currently 10%, with a hike to 24% in the cards.

Shortages and tariffs mean "we do have to raise prices. We don't take it lightly," said Mangan at Kettl Tea, though it hasn't dampened demand so far.

"Customers are saying: 'I want matcha, before it runs out'."

At Kettl Tea, matcha can be mixed with milk in a latte or enjoyed straight, hand-whisked with hot water in a ceramic bowl to better appreciate its subtle taste.

It's not a cheap treat: the latter option costs at least $10 per glass, while 20 grammes of powder to make the drink at home is priced between $25 and $150.

Japan's government is encouraging tea producers to farm on a larger scale to reduce costs.

But that risks sacrificing quality, and "in small rural areas, it's almost impossible", grower Okutomi said.

The number of tea plantations in Japan has fallen to a quarter of what it was 20 years ago, as farmers age and find it difficult to secure successors, he added.

"Training a new generation takes time ... It can't be improvised," Okutomi said.
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									Artist transforms everyday objects into profound pieces

									
								

								You are invited to look closely and find meaning in contemporary sculptural works on show during "Stratum", at The Charoen AArt until Aug 17.
								This is a debut solo exhibition in Bangkok by Ukrainian artist Illya Skubak, whose deeply personal reflections across emotional, physical and cultural dimensions are expressed through materials often overlooked in daily life.

The artist collects materials from his surroundings in Bangkok including tyres, helmets, mannequins, bamboo and metal scraps. He assembles them into poetic, layered compositions that reflect memory, conflict and transformation.

Each of the discarded pieces carries its own story. They are not treated as waste but as vessels of experience. The artist sees those objects not as discarded but as signs of life. Removed from their original context, they begin to speak in new ways.

Rather than following a fixed plan, Skubak responds to the shape and character of each material, using intuition to guide the outcome. The result is a body of work that is both personal and reflective.

Among the works are hand-engraved stones paired with 1-of-1 Non-Fungible Tokens (NFTs) as digital companions. These pairings link the physical and virtual, offering a layered sense of ownership and memory. They are made to endure and to carry something forward.

Skubak is a self-taught artist whose work spans sculpture, assemblage and installation. His practice reflects the urgency of survival and the poetry of broken things. Previously exhibited in Dresden, Tbilisi, Lviv and Vienna, Skubak now lives in Bangkok, where he continues to explore the tension between collapse and creation.

The exhibition has two phases. The first is running until July 17 and the second from Aug 2-17. The Charoen AArt is located on Charoen Krung Road and opens daily from 11am to 7pm, except Monday.

There is no admission fee. Visit the.charoenaart.com.
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									Prepare for Squid Game's final chapter

									
								

								The third and final season of Squid Game will be released on Netflix tomorrow. Here's a recap of where the show left off at the end of Season 2 and what we can expect in the new season.
								Gi-hun's loss

Gi-hun or Player 456 (Oscar-winning Lee Jung-jae) defies the bloody competition by setting up a small troupe of allies to bring down those who host the game. But while moving towards the control room for an ambush, his best friend Jung-bae is murdered by the Front Man. Gi-hun looks into the lifeless eyes of his friends though he has no idea the Front Man is actually In-ho, a player he thought was one of his closest allies.

Confrontation with the Front Man

Series director, writer and executive producer Hwang Dong-hyuk wrote in a letter to fans saying: "The fierce clash between the two worlds [Gi-hun and the Front Man] will continue into the series finale with Season 3."

The Front Man (veteran Lee Byung-hun), whose true identity was revealed to viewers after infiltrating the game, discreetly moved in the Season 2 finale to shut down the rebellion and restore order to the games.

"The new season will focus on what Gi-hun can and will do after all his efforts failed," the director also said.

[image: Left  Lee Byung-hun as the Front Man.]
Lee Byung-hun as the Front Man.



Jun-ho please find something

After a long search in the ocean, Jun-ho continues looking for an island and is unaware there's a traitor in his group.

Main characters reprise their roles

Some key players from Season 2 will appear in the new season including Yang Dong-geun and Kang Ae-sim (son-mother players), Park Sung-hoon (transgender), Kang Ha-neul (former marine), among others.
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									A master class in acting

									Thai production of famous play shines despite controversial portrayal of opera legend Callas
								

								I'm not at all convinced by Terrence McNally's stage play Master Class, based on the legendary opera singer Maria Callas. On the other hand, Tarin Prinyaknit's production, featuring a tour de force performance from the award-winning actress Jaa Phantachat as the faded opera star, is a triumph of the Bangkok stage.
								Running for six performances at an intimate room in River City Bangkok with a capacity of less than 100, it is an opportunity to get up close and personal with one of Thailand's most accomplished stage actresses. It is indeed a master class, not so much in opera singing but in acting and comic timing.

Not more than a few minutes into the play, one gives up attempting to suspend disbelief that we are in the presence of Callas. For this I am grateful as it makes the play far more enjoyable. Jaa looks nothing like the tall, willowy Greek opera singer and, in a witty new Thai language translation, speaks nothing like her either. Instead, she parades the stage, short and bespectacled, like a self-possessed Imelda Marcos, giving singing lessons with the subtlety of a sledgehammer.

For every second she is on stage, which is always, her diva antics eclipse the other performers who are more her victims than her singing students. Jaa plays the vain artiste, past her prime, to perfection and the hugely appreciative audience relish her hilarious performance without restraint.

I'm a great admirer of Callas -- I wrote a stage show about her life -- but I breathe a sigh after incredulous sigh at this strange play in which McNally turns Callas into a self-centred, paranoid, has-been. McNally, who died in 2020, claimed to have been a huge Callas fan, yet such is the psychological unravelling in Master Class that one wonders how the unfortunate woman didn't end her life in a mental institution. Callas, a dignified and private person, would have hated this play, with every reason to do so.

The real 1971 master classes at the Julliard School of Music, New York, on which the play is based, prove Callas was nothing like this portrayal. (They are available to listen on YouTube.) Although nearly 50 and retired from the stage, Callas can be heard singing quite marvellously at times, as she demonstrates the complexities of Verdi to her very capable students. When she gives instruction, she is generous and patient with no diva tantrums. (There are lots in Master Class.) Her manner is intelligent and often kind. In short, she is the polar opposite of McNally's narcissistic, deranged diva. So, why did McNally do it? The answer is obvious. Even decades after her death in 1977, Callas is still great box office.

Callas was famous for her distinctive voice, charismatic stage presence and her tempestuous personal life. At the height of her career in the 1950s, she created a sensation by leaving her husband and business manager for the richest man in the world, Greek shipping billionaire Aristotle Onassis. During their much publicised affair, Callas turned down singing engagements and neglected her voice, putting her career on hold for the man she loved.

When Onassis, without warning, dumped her in 1968 to marry the world's most famous widow, Jacqueline Kennedy, Maria was heartbroken. The iconic opera star spent her final years a virtual recluse in her Paris apartment, reflecting on a once glorious career. Callas died alone at the age of just 53, a tragic end to one of the greatest artistes who has ever lived.

In this production, the Thailand premiere of Master Class, the rest of the cast give great support. Kawirat Saimek, as pianist Manny, has a wonderful hang-dog expression throughout, even as the prima donna badgers him to pour water for her and frequently forgets his name. He underscores a lot of the monologues with finely balanced playing and cleverly guides the seamless transitions between scenes.

Of the three singers, Punyanuch Pornsakulpaisal has the most to sing and lets fly her strong soprano voice as Lady Macbeth in Verdi's Vieni! T'affretta!. She is admirably convincing when she finally confronts Callas on her outrageous behaviour, making one wonder why nobody did it earlier.

Tenor Surapong Wattananontachai makes Cavaradossi's aria from Tosca sound a lot easier than it is and Chanakan Amarangkun, as the sweet, geeky soprano, has very little to sing but is nicely nuanced in her dialogue. The show is effectively lit by Palita Sakulchaivanich and directed with a firm hand by Tarin, though the photographs of Callas projected on the back wall with Jaa's face superimposed may not have had the desired effect, eliciting giggles from the audience.

As a piece of theatre about a self-centred diva who can no longer sing, giving grandiose instruction to three young hopefuls, it is certainly entertaining. The pithy one-liners are funny; the derogatory comments are hilarious. As a star vehicle for an older actress with no shame about sending herself up, it's a gift of a role. (It has been played by Zoe Caldwell, Faye Dunaway and Tyne Daly.)

But McNally wanted his play to be big, so he presented Master Class as a portrayal of Callas, knowing that her towering reputation could be relied on to sell tickets. In reality, Callas was nothing like his cliched creation. It's true we cannot slander the dead, but it is our duty to look after their legacy with the utmost care.

Remaining Master Class performances will take place from tomorrow until Sunday at RCB Forum, 2nd Floor, River City Bangkok. Visit facebook.com/RiverCityBangkok or call 02-237-0077.
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									A collaborative dictionary unfolds at Bangkok Kunsthalle

									
								

								Art lovers are invited to co-create a contemporary dictionary through installations of printed texts, illustrations and participatory authorship during "This Page Is Intentionally Left _____", which is running on the 5th floor of Bangkok Kunsthalle until Aug 17.
								At the centre of the exhibition stands the "Editorial Room (Staff Only)", which invites every visitor to step in and ask questions. Housing archival documents including materials on language and cultural change, the room features an ongoing collaborative dictionary where visitors can help shape new definitions.

Curated by Yoonglai Collective, the exhibition truly functions like an experiment that reconfigures the space and memories of the building that once served as the headquarters of Thai Watana Panich printing house, an institution central to the production of textbooks and dictionaries for decades.

This art space now invites audiences to make sense of this blank page -- to listen to unheard voices, to read what has never been written and to reimagine the former printing press and its publications to create new possibilities.

The exhibition brings together three Thai artists, whose meaningful works cover text, sound, printed images and installation art. Each artist takes on a distinct role in the process, contributing unique perspectives to the exhibition's evolving conversation.

Displaying his photos and VDO clips of Bangkok, Nat Setthana has transformed the upper floor of the building into a "Hyper Site", weaving narratives through the remnants of language and the passage of time.

Interdisciplinary artist Anusorn Tunyapalit uses sound, Braille and poetry in exploring the building as a site of linguistic and mnemonic confinement, while Theetat Thunkijjanukij investigates the printing industry, the reproduction of printed matter, the implications of reprinting, the erasure of originals and the ambiguous value of replicas.

The exhibition is open daily from 2pm to 8pm, except Monday and Tuesday. Bangkok Kunsthalle is on Maitri Chit Road. There is no admission fee.

Visit facebook.com/BangkokKunsthalle.
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									Samsung unveils AI-powered smart home tech at Bangkok seminar

									
								

								Samsung Electronics unveiled its latest AI-driven smart home innovations at the Southeast Asia Tech Seminar 2025, held in Bangkok on 20 June. The event showcased Samsung's vision for a seamlessly connected lifestyle powered by artificial intelligence.
								The seminar highlighted Samsung's commitment to enhance everyday living through its "AI Home" concept, built on four key pillars: ease of use, energy and resource efficiency, health and wellness care, and all-round security. The company introduced a range of next-generation appliances and mobile devices designed to work together effortlessly via the SmartThings platform.

[image: ]

[image: ]

Among the highlights was the new AI Home display, now integrated into more home appliances. This smart screen enables real-time personal updates, home management via Map View, and cross-brand device connectivity without a separate hub. Samsung also upgraded its voice assistant, Bixby, with Voice ID for personalised control and introduced Family Care, a feature that alerts users to unusual household activity.

Samsung's latest smart refrigerator lineup, including the Side-by-Side model tailored for Southeast Asia, features a 9-inch AI Home screen and AI Family HubTM. These innovations support energy-saving modes and intuitive features like Wide Auto Open Door for added convenience.

In the laundry segment, Samsung debuted its Bespoke AI top-load washer with AI Wash, previously exclusive to front-load models. Enhanced with AI Energy Mode and AI VRT+ for quieter operation, the new washer-dryer sets also include AI Wash+ and AI Dry+ for smarter, fabric-specific care.

[image: ]
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The company also introduced its WindFree 1Way Cassette R32 air conditioner, designed for seamless ceiling integration and smart connectivity. New features like AI Fast & Comfort Cooling and Good Sleep mode--linked to Galaxy Watch and Galaxy Ring--aim to improve comfort and energy efficiency.

Finally, Samsung launched the Bespoke AI Jet Ultra, the world's most powerful cordless vacuum with 400W suction and AI Cleaning Mode 2.0. It intelligently adapts to different surfaces and room layouts, offering a premium cleaning experience.

Samsung reaffirmed its commitment to innovation and regional relevance, inviting businesses and consumers to explore its latest technologies at the Business Experience Studio in Bangkok.

[image: ]
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									How ECP therapy boosts circulation and heart health

									A non-invasive treatment developed at Harvard, ECP therapy supports blood flow, eases heart-related symptoms, and may enhance long-term recovery for select patients
								

								Good health depends on strong circulation. Blood flow carries oxygen and nutrients to every part of the body--including the heart, brain, skin, and muscles. When circulation is impaired, the body cannot function optimally, and health problems may arise.
								This article explains External Counter Pulsation (ECP) therapy--what it is, how it works, and what patients can expect when considering it as part of their treatment plan.

Why Circulation Matters

The circulatory system delivers oxygen and nutrients to tissues and removes metabolic waste. When blood flow is reduced -- due to narrowed or stiffened vessels -- many organs and systems are affected.

Poor circulation is linked to a wide range of conditions, including heart disease, stroke, diabetes, dementia, inflammation, fatigue, arthritis, erectile dysfunction, and even milder signs such as cold extremities or skin discolouration. Maintaining good circulation is essential not only for heart function, but for overall well-being.

[image: ]


What Is ECP Therapy?

ECP therapy is a non-invasive treatment developed at Harvard University, used for decades to enhance blood flow, particularly in patients with chronic coronary artery disease (CAD). More than 300 published studies support its role in improving heart function and circulation.

It is often prescribed as part of cardiac rehabilitation or when surgical procedures such as bypass surgery or stenting are not suitable options.

How ECP Therapy Works

During ECP therapy, the patient lies comfortably on a treatment table while inflatable cuffs are wrapped around the lower body -- including the calves, thighs, and hips. These cuffs inflate and deflate in synchrony with the heart's natural rhythm during diastole (the heart's relaxation phase).

The inflation gently pushes blood back towards the heart, enhancing circulation and promoting the development of new small blood vessels (collateral circulation). This improves oxygen delivery to the heart and other tissues, potentially enhancing circulation throughout the body.

Many patients describe the sensation as similar to a gentle, rhythmic leg massage

Who Might Benefit from ECP Therapy?

ECP therapy is commonly used in patients with stable angina (chest pain), those recovering from heart procedures, or individuals unable to undergo invasive treatment. It may also benefit people with chronic fatigue or symptoms linked to poor circulation.

If you experience chest discomfort, reduced exercise capacity, or cardiovascular fatigue, your doctor may discuss ECP as a potential treatment option.

What to Expect During ECP Treatment

Each session typically lasts about one hour and is entirely non-invasive. Patients remain fully clothed, and the cuffs are adjusted for comfort.

Treatment is usually delivered as a series of sessions over several weeks. The exact number and frequency depend on individual medical conditions and treatment goals. Your healthcare provider will design a personalised plan and explain how ECP fits into your overall care.

Potential Benefits of ECP Therapy

Clinical research and medical experience suggest ECP therapy may:


	Improve flexibility of blood vessels

	Support recovery after heart disease or cardiac events

	Reduce chest pain and related fatigue

	Help lower blood pressure in certain individuals

	Assist in improving kidney function

	Enhance cerebral circulation following an ischaemic stroke



Benefits often become more noticeable after completing a full treatment course and may persist for up to two or three years. Your doctor can provide guidance on expected outcomes based on your condition.

Risks and Safety Considerations

ECP therapy is generally safe and well tolerated. Temporary leg discomfort or mild skin irritation may occur in some patients, but serious side effects are rare when screening is properly conducted.

However, ECP is not suitable for everyone. It is typically avoided in patients with uncontrolled arrhythmias, large arterial aneurysms, severe heart valve disease, leg vein inflammation, bleeding disorders, recent leg catheterisation (within two weeks), pulmonary hypertension, open leg wounds, or pregnancy.

Your medical history will be reviewed thoroughly to determine whether ECP is appropriate and safe for you.

How ECP Fits Into Treatment

ECP is not a replacement for medications, lifestyle modifications, or surgical interventions when indicated. Rather, it can complement these approaches -- helping manage symptoms, support recovery, and improve quality of life.

Your doctor will advise how ECP could contribute to your care and whether it aligns with your treatment goals

Summary

ECP therapy is a promising non-invasive option for supporting circulation and heart health in selected patients. It may alleviate symptoms such as chest pain and fatigue and enhance recovery when integrated with other treatments.

If you are considering ECP therapy, speak with your healthcare provider to determine whether it is suitable for your individual health needs and how it can be integrated into your personalised care plan.



Author: Pokpong Srikat MD, Integrative and Anti-Aging Medicine Physician, Absolute Health Integrative Medicine, Bangkok. https://absolute-health.org, www.facebook.com/absolutehealth.org, Line OA: @absolutehealth 
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: June 25-July 1

									5 new titles from Apple TV+, Prime and Max
								

								Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
								APPLE TV+

[image: ]

Smoke 

Premieres on June 27

A fictional drama series inspired by true events. A troubled detective and an enigmatic arson investigator as they pursue the trails of two serial arsonists. The fictional series is inspired by truth.media's acclaimed "Firebug" podcast.



PRIME VIDEO

[image: ]

Countdown

Premieres on June 25 

When an officer with the Department of Homeland Security is murdered in broad daylight, LAPD detective Mark Meachum, portrayed by Ackles, is recruited to a secret task force, alongside undercover agents from all branches of law enforcement, to investigate. But the hunt for the killer soon uncovers a plot far more sinister than anyone could have imagined, kicking off a race against time to save a city of millions. 

[image: ]

Marry My Husband (JP)

Premieres on June 27

The story of Misa, a woman who has always lived her life as a "supporting character" in service of others. When betrayal by her husband and best friend leads to her death, she is mysteriously granted a second chance, traveling back in time by ten years. Determined to rewrite her fate, she sheds her former "nice person" persona to pursue revenge. However, her plans take an unexpected turn when she meets Section Chief Wataru Suzuki, a man absent from her previous life, who begins to change her revenge-focused heart. Through this second chance, Misa discovers what it means to truly become the protagonist of her own story.



HBO/MAX

[image: ]

Mechamato: Season 3

Premieres on June 26

A kind and creative young boy named Amato found a prison spaceship containing bad robots that crash landed on Earth.

[image: ]

Nosferatu

Premieres on June 28 

In the early 1800s, a young girl named Ellen pleads for a supernatural being to ease her loneliness. Her cries awaken a mysterious creature who makes her pledge herself to him eternally and seduces her.
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									The art of imperfection

									Artist Varagun 'Andy' Chongthanapipat explores  distortions of his Mushkin art toy at a unique exhibition
								

								When Varagun "Andy" Chongthanapipat, better known as Mr. Kreme, designed the character Mushkin for production as an art toy, he discovered that the final version looked different from his original design. Surprisingly, that distorted edition of Mushkin sold out. That made Varagun question if collectors prefer the distorted edition or the original?
								With this question in mind, Varagun created the solo exhibition "The Bootleg Show: An Exploration Of Originals And Alterations", to examine the issue.

"Due to limited time, the finished Mushkin was launched without design approval. I later discovered that the design was changed during the 3D art toy making process. Then, the design altered again due to limitations encountered during the manufacturing production. I understand that the final product will usually never come out like the original idea, but the distorted Mushkin was 30% different from the original design and yet it sold out," said Varagun.

In "The Bootleg Show", Varagun invited viewers to become co-creators. Viewers were encouraged to draw Mushkin from their memory. He then reimagined and transformed the visitors' drawings into artwork of various forms such as paintings, sculptures and video installations. As a result, the line between original and distortion began to blend opening a dialogue between intention and unexpected change.

"Before this exhibition, I would create the design and other people would produce the artwork and art toys based on my design. In 'The Bootleg Show', viewers were the ones who drew the artwork. I used clay to model their drawings. After that, I used a dryer to blow the clay until it became an artistic distortion. I used clay because it was the very first material that I used to create my art toys," said Varagun.

[image: Varagun Chongthanapipat used clay to model viewers' drawings]
Varagun Chongthanapipat used clay to model viewers' drawings



"The exhibition presents viewers perceptions' of Mushkin. Some viewers drew every feature totally different from the original. It showed that viewers looked at the overall picture instead of focusing on details. One viewer drew Mushkin's fangs upside down and many viewers did not draw the curve of Mushkin's mouth like I did.

"I learned from viewers perspectives that I may be too much of a perfectionist. For me, I prefer the size of Mushkin's mouth and eyes to follow certain standards. However, when I discussed this with other people, I found that they wanted me to be more flexible. The exhibition helped me become more open-minded and adaptable. Although I do not stick to my guidelines, it does not mean I lower my standards. I try to go beyond the boundaries."

At the entrance of "The Bootleg Show", there are large sculptures of the original Mushkin holding bootleg versions in its hands. The exhibition was designed to create a factory vibe.

"The first room is white and displays a large version of the original Mushkin in a package. In another room, there are several toys hanging, but nobody can tell which ones are the original or bootleg. I tried to produce stuffed Mushkin dolls many times, but there were difficulties. I had to correct the dolls about 10 times, but they still did not look like the original design. A production staff asked me which part of the dolls did not look like the original. However, I found every part was totally different. It is an irony that the staff created bootleg dolls from the original design," he said.

A video clip in an 80s aesthetic style presents an additional layer of irony, portraying original Mushkins as toy factory staff attempting, but failing, to successfully manufacture themselves.

[image: Drawings from viewers.]
Drawings from viewers.



Varagun, a Thai-Hong Kong artist, earned his Master's degree from the School of Design - Industrial Design at Pratt Institute in New York, where he fused design principles with artistic expression. Through collaborations with global brands, his work has gained attention and his paintings have been exhibited globally.

He was inspired to create art toys by I Am Plastic, a book about designer toys. He created his first character Rosado with resin material and posted photos to the art toy community on Facebook. Due to its unique mix of being a monster with vibrant colours, Rosado received positive feedback from collectors which led to his participation in Art Toy Thailand. His design was discovered by Hell Toy 1979, a company in Taiwan, and he signed a contract. Though he is now an independent artist, his connection helps him market art toys in many countries such as Taiwan, Hong Kong, Singapore, the UK and the US.

"I feel lucky because there were external factors such as right timing and collector's appreciation, which artists cannot control. When I started creating art toys, I did not have high expectations, but I was passionate to create them. Since I have come this far, I continue to try to improve the quality of my products and push myself forward, so it is not just about luck."

Varagun defines his style as pop surrealism.

[image: Video art at 'The Bootleg Show'.]
Video art at 'The Bootleg Show'.



"My work was inspired by monsters in the 80s which features vibrant colours and fur. Although I was not born in the 80s, I watched 80s animations and movies from DVDs that my relatives in Hong Kong sent me. Many people may think monsters from the 80s look scary, but I think they are cute, which makes them unique. The 80s monsters inspired me to create my first character, Rosado," he said.

"When I was asked about my style, I searched online and discovered what I am interested in is categorised as pop surrealism. Pop surrealism is also called lowbrow art because it involves low culture, street culture, horror and B movies in the 80s and motorcycle customisation."

After Rosado, Varagun created monsters such as Mushkin, Corkin and Gally and he called this monster family Kooky World.

The first wave of Thailand's art toys hit in the late 1990s and the wave returned a few years ago. As the market seems to have reached its saturation point and may decline soon, what should artists do to stay afloat until the next wave?

"Artists have to keep working on what they have passion for until the next trend. If the art toy trend returns, any artist who stays will be the first choice of collectors," said Varagun.

[image: The exhibition was designed to create a factory vibe.]
The exhibition was designed to create a factory vibe.



At "The Bootleg Show", Varagun challenged himself with different processes and mediums.

"I created a large sculpture, moulded the viewers' Mushkin drawings into clay and painted from those instead of using my imagination like before. These are mediums that I had never used before.

"I did not expect much. I am happy to express myself and feel better with my designs. The final room allows viewers to draw their own Mushkin and I was happy to see viewers drawing their feedback instead of comments."

"The Bootleg Show: An Exploration Of Originals And Alterations" runs in Temporary Exhibition Room 1-3 at Moca Bangkok until Sunday. Admission for adults is 300 baht and 120 baht for students. For more information, visit facebook.com/mocabangkok.

[image: Viewers are encouraged to draw their feedback instead of give comments.]
Viewers are encouraged to draw their feedback instead of give comments.



[image: 'The Bootleg Show'.]
'The Bootleg Show'.
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KEY BRAND ATTRIBUTES VALUED BY CONSUMERS

2024 2025 (April-May/After earthquake)
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Understanding real customer needs Value for money
Promolting wel-being Understanding realcustomerneeds
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Source: Terra Media and Consulting Co
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TIES RUN DEEP

Thailand has a a total of 16 crossings with Cambodia in Ubon
Ratchathani, Si Sa Ket, Surin, Buri Ram, Sa Kaeo, Chanthaburi
and Trat provinces.

There are eight permanent border checkpoints and another eight
temporary border trade points. Top Thai exports to Cambodia are
beverages, such as UHT milk, mineral water and flavoured soft
drinks, internal combustion engines and components, motorcycle
parts and agricultural industrial products.
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Thailand-Cambodia Border Trade
(3an-April 2025) Top trade crossings in April 2025

Thai trade surplus (YTD): +35.84 billion baht | - Ban Khlong Luek, Sa Kaeo: 4.42 billion baht
Only in April 2025 | - Chanthaburi (all points): 2.19 billion baht
- Total rade value: 158 billion baht Khlong Yai, Trat 191 billion baht

- Thai trade surplus: 8.49 billion baht
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