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      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        Putin says U.S. sanctions are 'serious' but won't make Russia stop war
        Robyn Dixon, Ellen Francis, Catherine Belton, Lizzie Johnson

        President Donald Trump's sanctions against two of Russia's largest oil companies come as the European Union passes its 19th package targeting the energy sector.

      

      
        Mamdani denounces Cuomo's 'racist' attacks in New York mayoral race
        Amy B Wang, Victoria Bisset

        The front-runner made his comments following a radio interview in which Cuomo brought up the 9/11 attacks while arguing that Mamdani, a Muslim, lacks governing experience.

      

      
        To counter Trump, Virginia Democrats plan to redraw congressional map
        Maegan Vazquez, Teo Armus, Gregory S. Schneider

        Virginia Democrats will move to call in a special session as soon as Thursday to consider redrawing its congressional district map lines.

      

      
        Tell The Post: Are you a federal worker affected by the government shutdown?
        Washington Post staff

        We want to hear from federal workers about how a shutdown would affect them professionally and personally. Tell us your story through this form.

      

      
        Are TSA and air traffic employees being paid? Answers to your shutdown questions.
        Riley Beggin, Jacob Bogage, Hannah Natanson, Alexandra Pannoni

        Our reporters answered your questions during a live chat.

      

      
        Frustration grows over Trump bailout of Argentina
        Natalie Allison, Abha Bhattarai, Riley Beggin

        President Trump's decision to bail out Argentina has sparked outrage among U.S. farmers struggling from the trade war with China.

      

      
        Republicans struggle to explain shutdown of the House
        Paul Kane

        Speaker Mike Johnson's initial strategy to jam the Senate has not worked, but he refuses to change tactics.

      

      
        Many presidents have renovated the White House. How Trump's ballroom compares.
        Amy B Wang

        Construction on Trump's massive and expensive ballroom is underway, but it's far from the first extreme makeover made to what's known as the People's House.

      

      
        Dominion voting, Trump and Fox's target after 2020, gets a MAGA makeover
        Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, Patrick Marley, Sarah Ellison

        Election technology companies are moving forward after years of expensive litigation and damaged reputations from unfounded attacks.

      

      
        Canada's lengthy Parliament upgrade a stark contrast to East Wing demolition
        Frances Vinall

        Compared with the breakneck pace of the Trump administration's White House renovations, work to refurbish Canada's Parliament could take 30 years.

      

      
        U.S. kills five on alleged drug boats in Pacific, widening Trump's campaign
        Alex Horton, Dan Lamothe, Noah Robertson

        The president suggested that his administration is preparing to expand its counternarcotics efforts further to also encompass targets on land.

      

      
        5 takeaways from the final Mamdani-Cuomo debate
        Sarah Ellison

        Cuomo landed some blows, but it will be hard to erode Mamdani's double-digit lead.

      

      
        Congress is running out of time to meet a crucial health care deadline
        Theodoric Meyer

        Lawmakers express little hope for the extension of Affordable Care Act subsidies before open enrollment begins.

      

      
        Indiana Republicans don't have votes for new congressional map Trump wants
        Brianna Tucker, Kadia  Goba

        "The votes aren't there for redistricting," said a spokesman for the state's Senate GOP, the president's first major setback in his redistricting push ahead of next year's elections.

      

      
        Trump defends East Wing demolition, raises ballroom price to $300 million
        Dan Diamond, Cat Zakrzewski

        The president said the new building would be connected to the White House with a glass bridge.

      

      
        How Obama maneuvered behind the scenes to fight Trump on redistricting
        Yasmeen Abutaleb, Liz Goodwin

        The ex-president's involvement reflects the deep anxieties he has about Trump's agenda and has propelled him into a more political, public-facing role than he envisioned.

      

      
        Nancy Pelosi has a new challenger. He doesn't want to talk about her.
        Dan Merica

        Scott Wiener, a California state senator, says his run is "not about other candidates" -- including Pelosi.

      

      
        Can anyone stop Trump's teardown of the East Wing?
        Dan Diamond, Paul Schwartzman, Jonathan Edwards

        Many preservationists fear the answer is no. A pro-Trump review board is expected to approve the president's planned 90,000-square-foot ballroom, too.

      

      
        Former GOP senator John Sununu announces bid for old seat in New Hampshire
        Maegan Vazquez

        Sununu is aiming to replace retiring Sen. Jeanne Shaheen in a race in which his party hopes to replace a Democrat with a Republican.
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Europe
Putin says U.S. sanctions are 'serious' but won't make Russia stop war
President Donald Trump's sanctions against two of Russia's largest oil companies come as the European Union passes its 19th package targeting the energy sector.

New U.S. sanctions on Russia's two biggest oil companies could weaken the country's already stressed economy and hinder its capacity to bankroll its war in Ukraine, experts said. (Alexander Manzyuk/Reuters)


By Robyn Dixon, Ellen Francis, Catherine Belton, Lizzie Johnson | 2025-10-23
Russian President Vladimir Putin on Thursday rejected U.S. pressure on Moscow to halt its war in Ukraine, saying he  would not be swayed by President Donald Trump's decision to cancel a planned summit in Budapest and slap what  Trump called "tremendous sanctions" on two of Russia's largest oil companies.
While Russia's economy braces for the sanctions, Putin dismissed them as futile and warned that the "unfriendly act toward Russia" was damaging relations between the countries just as they had begun to recover.
"The new U.S. sanctions are an attempt to put pressure on Russia," Putin told Russian reporters Thursday evening. "No self-respecting country ever does anything under pressure. Russia is a self-respecting country."
The sanctions, which cut Russian oil giants Rosneft and Lukoil off from American banking systems, essentially blocking them from operating in U.S. dollars, are "serious for us and will have certain consequences," Putin said. "But they will not significantly impact our economic well-being."
He also downplayed Trump's decision to shelve the Budapest talks. He said they've been postponed, not canceled.
"It would be a mistake to approach the summit in Budapest without preparation," Putin said. "Dialogue is always better than any confrontation, than any disputes, and especially than war." It was Putin who ordered Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022.
He said the meeting was proposed by the U.S. side. The door was still open for talks, he said, but Trump must drop his pressure.
"Russia and the U.S. have many areas for cooperation if the countries move from pressure to serious dialogue for the future."
Europe and Ukraine have been elated by Trump's latest swerve on the war.
An important aspect of the U.S. sanctions was the surprise element, suggesting for the first time a limit to Putin's ability to flatter Trump and delay a ceasefire as Russia continues its attacks on Ukraine.
Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova called the new sanctions "entirely counterproductive," while insisting Russia has developed "strong immunity" to Western sanctions.
She warned the sanctions could "endanger global economic stability." She also linked them to the Biden administration, saying the administration was following "the playbook of its predecessor."
The restrictions, analysts said, could further weaken Russia's already stressed economy and hinder its capacity to continue bankrolling the war. Rosneft and Lukoil, responsible for  about 55 percent of Russian oil production, are key contributors to Moscow's war budget. The oil and gas sector as a whole contribute about 25 percent of state revenue.
Rosneft alone contributes roughly 10 percent of total federal revenue, according to Janis Kluge, analyst on Russia's economy and deputy research group leader at the German Institute for International and Security Affairs.
Shares of Rosneft fell by 3.78 percent on the Moscow Stock Exchange and Lukoil slumped by 5.85 percent.
How hard the sanctions hit Russia, according to analysts, will depend largely on how tightly they are enforced and the extent to which companies and nations that import Russian oil fear being targeted by secondary sanctions.
"The most important question is how India will react," Kluge said, predicting that Chinese oil imports would  probably continue. "If we see any decline in the imports of Russian oil to India this might be problematic for Russia because then Rosneft and Lukoil have to look for other customers and will have to set steeper discounts."
But he said it was unlikely that the measures would do enough to stop Putin from continuing the war and predicted Russia would find a way to circumvent the measures. "Overall I think that the sanctions don't impress Putin."
Putin warned that any sharp decline in global oil supplies would lead to a spike in prices.
In the first possible indication of the sanctions' impact, Indian refiners are expected to sharply reduce Russian oil imports, Reuters reported Thursday, citing industry sources.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, left, and European Council President Antonio Costa arrive for the Euro Summit in Brussels on Thursday. (Olivier Matthys/EPA/Shutterstock)


Also complicating conditions for Russia, the Ukrainian military said Tuesday it had used British-made Storm Shadow long-range missiles to strike a chemical factory in Bryansk, Russia.
Putin called it an attempted escalation and warned that Russia's response "will be very serious and devastating."
Europe and Ukraine expressed relief after Trump canceled the summit and announced sanctions. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, speaking before a European Union summit in Brussels, said he had been waiting for this. "God bless, it will work," he said. "We have to pressure Putin to stop this war."
The 27-nation  E.U. agreed to adopt more sanctions, the bloc's 19th round targeting Moscow. They include a phased ban on imports of Russian liquefied natural gas, the blacklisting of more ships from Moscow's "shadow fleet" and a ban on transactions with Rosneft and Gazprom Neft, another oil giant.
Danish Foreign Minister Lars Lokke Rasmussen said the new E.U. sanctions would have a "severe impact" on the Russian economy.
It fell to Russia's former president, Dmitry Medvedev, to express more unrestrained ire at Trump's moves, which he said proved the United States was on a path to war. Medvedev, who is deputy chairman of Russia's Security Council, wields little influence in his own right but often delivers bellicose, threatening messages on foreign policy.
The "latest swing of the Trump pendulum," he said in his comments on Telegram, "are an act of war against Russia. And now Trump has fully aligned himself with insane Europe."

The Treasury Department on Oct. 22 imposed sanctions against two of Russia's largest oil companies, Rosneft and Lukoil, after renewed attacks on Ukraine.


Trump expressed frustration with Putin on Wednesday in explaining his shift: "Every time I speak with Vladimir, I have good conversations, and then they don't go anywhere; they just don't go anywhere."
After speaking with Putin by phone last week, Trump pressed Zelensky to surrender the Donbas region to Russia to get a peace deal and declined to allow Ukraine access to long-range Tomahawk missiles that would allow it to strike military targets deep within Russia.
But after the meeting, he still called on both sides to freeze fighting along current battle lines, a position accepted by Ukraine but swiftly rejected by Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, who said it contradicted agreements made when Trump and Putin met in Alaska in August.
Citing Putin's "lack of serious commitment to a peace process to end the war in Ukraine," the U.S. Treasury Department imposed the sanctions against Rosneft and Lukoil.
The moves were announced as workers were still cleaning up from the aftermath of yet another massive wave of attacks against Ukraine, which killed seven people -- among them a mother with two young girls -- and hit a kindergarten in Kharkiv after parents had dropped off their children.
Edward Fishman, a former State Department official who worked on sanctions, wrote on X that the measures against Russia's biggest oil companies are "a big step."
"How big depends on follow through," he said, adding that the key is whether the U.S. threatened secondary sanctions on Chinese banks, United Arab Emirates traders and Indian refineries that transact with Rosneft and Lukoil.

The headquarters of Lukoil in Moscow on Thursday. (Ramil Sitdikov/Reuters)


"I expect, at the very least, some pullback from dealings with Russian oil in the short term. Whether this marks a long-term, strategic squeeze on Russia's oil revenue -- the lifeblood of Putin's economy -- will depend on the U.S. commitment to active, ongoing enforcement."
Rosneft and Lukoil have helped fuel Russia's war economy, with Rosneft, the largest taxpayer, paying a record of more than 6.1 trillion rubles in taxes and other payments in 2024.
But Russian oil and gas revenue have fallen sharply this year, because of declining oil prices, ruble fluctuations and sanctions pressure. Russia's state oil and gas sector sales fell by 20.5 percent year on year in the first nine months of the year, Reuters reported. In the wake of the announcement, shares of Rosneft and Lukoil fell by 3.78 percent and 5.85 percent respectively on the Moscow Stock Exchange.
The Treasury statement on Wednesday made it clear that entities that do business with the companies would risk being  added to a sanction's list themselves, warning that "financial institutions and other people may risk exposure to sanctions for engaging in certain transactions or activities with designated or otherwise blocked persons."
Russia's economy is already under intense pressure because of the war and Western sanctions, with declining revenue from energy sales, massive spending on the military and security, high levels of corporate debt, high interest rates and persistent inflation.
Ukrainian drone strikes on Russian refineries have also caused gasoline shortages, driving a spike in prices. Ukraine attacked Rosneft's Ryazan oil refinery overnight, one of the largest in the country, leading to a major fire. The refinery was hit in earlier attacks in August and September.
At a summit in Brussels on Thursday, several European leaders welcomed the U.S. sanctions, which arrived after months of appealing to Trump to raise the pressure on the Kremlin.
Kyiv's main backers in the  E.U. have coordinated with U.S. officials on sanctions all year, hoping to convey that Putin is obstructing Trump's hopes for a peace deal and that harsher sanctions could force him to the table.
E.U. officials say the measures will deplete Russia's coffers, though many rounds of Western sanctions since 2022 have failed to stop its war effort. They say a joint sanctions push with the U.S. will inflict greater damage on Russia. While the Biden administration imposed several rounds of sanctions, Wednesday's measures represent the first such moves under Trump.
The continent's leaders are also debating a controversial proposal to tap into Russia's sovereign frozen assets to give Ukraine cash -- a plan that Moscow has condemned. Kyiv has long lobbied for access to those funds.
Speaking with reporters, E.U. foreign policy chief Kaja Kallas said, "We also are very happy about the signals we get from America regarding the sanctions on Russia. I think it's an important sign of strength that we are aligned here."
Beatriz Rios contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/10/23/russia-trump-sanctions-rosneft-europe/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Politics
Mamdani denounces Cuomo's 'racist' attacks in New York mayoral race
The front-runner made his comments following a radio interview in which Cuomo brought up the 9/11 attacks while arguing that Mamdani, a Muslim, lacks governing experience.

Former New York governor Andrew M. Cuomo participates in a second New York City mayoral debate in New York on Wednesday. (Hiroko Masuike/via REUTERS)


By Amy B Wang, Victoria Bisset | 2025-10-23
Zohran Mamdani on Thursday denounced former New York governor Andrew M. Cuomo for what he characterized as "disgusting" and "racist" attacks in the closing days of a New York City mayoral race in which polls show Mamdani with a solid lead.
Speaking to conservative radio host Sid Rosenberg on Thursday morning, Cuomo, who is running as an independent after losing to Mamdani in the Democratic primary, argued that being an effective politician required training, much like being a surgeon.
"Any given morning there's a crisis and people's lives are at stake. God forbid another 9/11 [happens]. Can you imagine Mamdani in the seat?" Cuomo, who served as governor for about a decade, asked on "Sid & Friends," referring to the 2001 terrorist attack on the World Trade Center.
"Uh, I could. He'd be cheering," Rosenberg interjected, seeming to suggest that Mamdani, who is Muslim, would have sided with the attackers.
"Well," Cuomo said, pausing and chuckling. "That's another problem. But can you imagine that?... If Mamdani was in the seat on 9/11, what would have happened to this city?"
In a television interview Thursday, Mamdani, a New York state assemblyman, called Cuomo's comments "disgusting."
"This is Andrew Cuomo's final moments in public life and he's choosing to spend them making racist attacks on the person who would be the first Muslim to lead this city," Mamdani told PIX 11 News, questioning why such rhetoric would be tolerated about any Muslim New Yorker. "All Muslim New Yorkers is to feel a sense of equality and respect that every New Yorker deserves, and even that is being denied by the former governor."
Cuomo spokesman Rich Azzopardi defended Cuomo's remarks, saying the governor was referring to Mamdani's refusal to denounce left-wing political commentator Hasan Piker, who once said America "deserved 9/11. "Cuomo did not mention Piker in that part of his conversation with Rosenberg, and Mamdani has said Piker's comments on 9/11 were "objectionable and reprehensible."
"He was referring to Mamdani's close friend Hasan Piker, who said 'America deserved 9/11,' a statement 9/11 families called on Zohran Mamdani to denounce but he refused for months. This is not new..." Azzopardi said in a statement. "The overall topic of the conversation was that Mamdani is deeply unqualified and unprepared to be Mayor of the Greatest City on earth."
The Cuomo campaign is also continuing to face sharp criticism over an AI-generated video showing criminals backing Mamdani, which was posted to Cuomo's official campaign account Wednesday during the second and final New York mayoral debate.
The two-minute video, which was AI-generated for about seven seconds, began with a figure of Mamdani running through Manhattan and eating rice with his hands.
It then depicted various criminals, including a White domestic abuser, a Black shoplifter wearing a kaffiyeh, a Black pimp, and a White middle-aged female drunk driver, all voicing their support for Mamdani's policies. The video concluded with Mamdani releasing the criminals from prison, and a shot of New York City in flames.
Though the clip was deleted from Cuomo's official social media account soon afterward, it was re-uploaded by a reporter and viewed more than a million times.
Shannon Watts, the founder of gun-safety advocacy group Moms Demand Action, described the AI-generated video as "gross and full of racist stereotypes, including a Black man dressed like a pimp trafficking a car full of white women."
Laila Al-Arian, an executive producer with Al Jazeera's Fault Lines, said in response to the imagery of the kaffiyeh, and a separate image of a Palestinian flag behind a man identifying himself and protesters as "unlawful abiding citizens": "How are Palestinian New Yorkers supposed to feel about this or do they not matter?"
In a statement Thursday, Azzopardi said the video was uploaded by mistake.
"The video was a draft proposal that was neither finished nor approved, did not go through the normal legal process, and was inadvertently posted by a junior staffer -- which is why it was taken down five minutes later," he said.
Mamdani, an Indian American born in Uganda, would be New York's first Muslim mayor if elected.
He has faced Islamophobic attacks from GOP lawmakers and commentators since becoming the Democratic front-runner in the race, with polls showing a double-digit lead for Mamdani over Cuomo and Republican candidate Curtis Sliwa.
Mamdani's victory in the Democratic primary shocked the political establishment, and Republican leaders have sought to use Mamdani's ascent to portray the Democrats as a far-left party. Cuomo, who is running as an independent after losing to Mamdani in the primary, resigned as governor following allegations of sexual harassment, which he denied.
New York Mayor Eric Adams, who was also running as an independent, dropped his reelection bid last month.
AI video has become increasingly prevalent in political messaging, given the ease now with which realistic clips can be created and go viral. The tech giants OpenAI, Google and Meta and a network of smaller AI firms all offer text-to-video tools that can produce seemingly photorealistic scenes free of cost. However, experts have warned such content could reduce trust in politics, while some viewers have described AI-generated videos as off-putting.
The industry standard among political consultants is to stay away from deepfakes, AI-generated or otherwise, The Washington Post previously reported, but there is less consensus about what is acceptable when it comes to satire or jokes.
President Donald Trump and his allies have posted dozens of AI-generated videos this year, some of which have been viewed on social media tens of millions of times. In July, Trump posted an AI-generated video showing former president Barack Obama being arrested by the FBI while Trump smiled.
On another occasion, he shared a clip showing an imagined vision of Gaza with resorts and skyscrapers after he proposed that the United States could "own" the territory earlier this year. Recently, Trump shared an AI-generated video of himself as a pilot of a fighter jet, soiling "No Kings" demonstrators from above.
AI videos have also played a factor in the New York mayor's race. In August, before he dropped out of the race, Adams posted a dystopian AI-generated video in which realistic-seeming New Yorkers scavenged for food in a decimated city under the caption, "Do not let your city turn in Camp Zohran."
Several weeks ago, Cuomo released an ad that included an AI-generated version of himself working as a subway driver and financial trader, arguing: "I could pretend to do a lot of jobs, but I know what I know and I know what I don't know. And I do know how to make government work."
Mamdani attacked the ad, writing on Instagram then: "In a city of world-class artists and production crew hunting for the next gig, Andrew M. Cuomo made a TV ad the same way he wrote his housing policy: with AI. Then again, maybe a fake Cuomo is better than the real one?"
Drew Harwell and Sarah Ellison contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/10/23/cuomo-mamdani-attacks-new-york/
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Politics
To counter Trump, Virginia Democrats plan to redraw congressional map
Virginia Democrats will move to call in a special session as soon as Thursday to consider redrawing its congressional district map lines. 

The Virginia Statehouse in Richmond. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


By Maegan Vazquez, Teo Armus, Gregory S. Schneider | 2025-10-23
Virginia Democrats are initiating a surprise plan to redraw the state's congressional map to help Democrats -- countering national efforts to boost Republicans, according to two Democratic state senators, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe plans they were not authorized to share.
Lawmakers could take the first steps -- calling the Virginia General Assembly into special session -- as soon as Thursday. The plans would take effect in the 2026 midterm elections, but they are emerging just days before another set of statewide elections to determine Virginia's next governor and other state officeholders.
President Donald Trump has initiated a multistate redistricting arms race in hopes of keeping his party's narrow hold on the U.S. House. States normally redistrict once a decade, after the census is taken.
The push to include redistricting in the special session, which could also focus on other issues, comes less than two weeks before the state holds elections, which include its gubernatorial race and races for all 100 seats of the state's House of Delegates.
The redistricting effort -- which would take the form of a constitutional amendment -- is contingent on the Democrats maintaining or expanding their narrow majority in that chamber.
The New York Times reported earlier on the Virginia Democrats' redistricting plan.
Democrats in Virginia -- a purple state with a Republican governor and a Democratic majority in both statehouse chambers -- hold six of 11 congressional seats. It is now slated to become the second state, after California, where Democrats are attempting to counter Trump's redistricting push.
Republican state senators in North Carolina approved redrawing the state's congressional map earlier this week, and over the past two months, Republicans in Texas and Missouri also redrew their maps at the behest of Trump. Other GOP-led states plan to follow suit soon, though Trump's efforts saw one of its first setbacks in Indiana this week, where the GOP state legislature currently lacks the votes to pass a redistricting plan.
Congressional maps are typically redrawn after the census every 10 years to account for population changes, and plotting new lines in the middle of the decade is extremely unusual. It's being done now as Republicans try to hold onto their narrow 219-213 majority in the U.S. House of Representatives.
The Virginia Democratic lawmakers told The Post that any changes to the state's congressional maps would come in the form of a constitutional amendment, with language for a possible bill still being drafted.
This is a breaking news story that will be updated.
Erin Cox, Dylan Wells and Patrick Marley contributed to this report.
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Tell The Post: Are you a federal worker affected by the government shutdown?
We want to hear from federal workers about how a shutdown would affect them professionally and personally. Tell us your story through this form.

(Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Washington Post staff | 2025-10-23
Most federal government functions came to a halt Oct. 1, as lawmakers remain at an impasse over funding proposals. The Washington Post wants to hear from federal workers who would be affected by a shutdown as we continue our reporting.
Please use the form below, or contact our reporters by email or securely on Signal: Hannah Natanson (Signal: 202-580-5477), Meryl Kornfield (Signal: 301-821-2013) and Olivia George (Signal: 202-735-1256).
We won't publish anything you share with us without following up with you first, so please include your contact information.
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Live Chats
Are TSA and air traffic employees being paid? Answers to your shutdown questions.
Our reporters answered your questions during a live chat.

(Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


By Riley Beggin, Jacob Bogage, Hannah Natanson, Alexandra Pannoni | 2025-10-23
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White House
Frustration grows over Trump bailout of Argentina
President Trump's decision to bail out Argentina has sparked outrage among U.S. farmers struggling from the trade war with China.

Farmer Marion "Rollen" Chalmers prepares to sow the seeds to grow rice last year at Turnbridge Plantation in Hardeeville, South Carolina. (Lynsey Weatherspoon/For The Washington Post)


By Natalie Allison, Abha Bhattarai, Riley Beggin | 2025-10-23
On his soybean and cotton farm in Proctor, Arkansas, Bobby Cupples laid off three workers as a result of soaring costs and lower crop prices, leaving him to work 14 hour days.
Many farmers, like Cupples, support President Donald Trump. Cupples voted for him in the last three elections. But they have been crushed by the effects of his trade war with China. Now, they're bewildered by Trump's rush to aid Argentina, a decision they see as antithetical to his campaign promises.
Earlier this spring, Trump's tariffs on China prompted the country to halt purchases of U.S. soybeans. Then he offered a $20 billion bailout to Argentina, whose soybean crop sales to China have replaced those from U.S. farmers. And this week, Trump announced that the United States would buy beef from Argentina to bring down prices for U.S. consumers, opening a rift between him and another bloc of rural supporters: cattle ranchers, whose top industry group on Wednesday disavowed the president as some Republican officials scrambled to talk Trump out of the plan.
Trump's commitment to helping Argentina and its embattled president, Javier Milei -- a political ally -- has appeared at odds with his "America First" policy platform, raising rare objections from some in his base, even as many say they still trust Trump to act in their best interests. A test of Trump's ability to negotiate a trade deal to help struggling farmers will come next week, when he is expected to meet with Chinese leader Xi Jinping at a summit in South Korea that Trump has said will focus in part on China's boycott of U.S. soybeans.
Trump, meanwhile, has yet to provide an aid package to farmers that he said would come from new tariff revenue.
"It's one of the only missteps we've seen on Trump's part," Cupples, 65, said of the Argentina bailout. "He certainly should've taken care of the American farmer first."
To some farmers and ranchers who voted for Trump, the Argentina aid is inconsistent with the kinds of policies he has touted for years on the campaign trail and behind the presidential lectern, pledging to take care of "forgotten" American workers, veterans, farmers and others before becoming involved in foreign affairs. In 2024, Trump won farm-heavy counties by an average of 77 percent, according to an analysis by Investigate Midwest.
The Argentina financial assistance ranks unpopular with voters, including Trump supporters, according to a survey by the Economist/YouGov. More Trump voters disapproved of him sending billions of dollars to Argentina than approved of the measure, and that difference tripled when asked about the "U.S. government" sending aid to Argentina, rather than the "Trump administration" doing so.
Trump has defended the bailout and his plan to increase Argentine beef imports. On Wednesday, he said cattle ranchers don't understand how much his policies have helped them. "If it weren't for me," Trump wrote on Truth Social, "they would be doing just as they've done for the past 20 years -- Terrible!"
Yet, in recent days, criticism of the bailout has grown on Capitol Hill, with several congressional Republicans criticizing Trump's proposal to buy Argentine beef, saying it hurts ranchers in their states. During Senate and House GOP meetings and calls on Tuesday -- including a meeting several senators had with Agriculture Secretary Brooke Rollins to discuss biofuels -- lawmakers shared U.S. ranchers' upset. On a call with House Republicans, Rep. Harriet Hageman (R-Wyoming), a Trump ally, complained that an Argentina beef deal would harm American ranchers.
Over the weekend, Sen. Cindy Hyde-Smith (R-Mississippi), whom Trump has endorsed as "100% MAGA," called the president to express her displeasure with his plan to buy beef from Argentina, according to two people with knowledge of the call. Chris Gallegos, a spokesman for Hyde-Smith, said Trump was "very gracious to listen to her perspective."
Republican Sens. Deb Fischer and Pete Ricketts of Nebraska each said this week that they oppose Trump importing beef from Argentina, as did Sens. Steve Daines (R-Montana) and Rand Paul (R-Kentucky). Rep. Marlin A. Stutzman (R-Indiana), a farmer and rancher, said he too is against it. "Being America First means putting American beef first," Stutzman said in a statement to The Washington Post.
Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa), meanwhile, has for weeks criticized Trump's $20 billion Argentina bailout, saying U.S. soybean farmers should have been helped first.
On Wednesday, the National Cattlemen's Beef Association, which supported Trump's initial sweeping tariffs, issued a statement saying its members "cannot stand behind President Trump while he undercuts the future of family farmers and ranchers by importing Argentine beef," a stark contrast to the organization's past praise for him.
But despite the outcry in Congress and the rancher industry group, the bailout has yet to erupt as a major issue for most grassroots supporters of Trump's "Make America Great Again" movement. Cupples, the Arkansas farmer, said even though he will have to dip into his savings this year, he would still support Trump if he were on the ballot again.
"They've been so patient about all of this -- obviously, soybean prices are down," said David Kochel, a longtime Republican strategist in Iowa, where farmers have been hit particularly hard. "Trump has been pretty clear that he's going to try to make it right, and they give him the benefit of the doubt."
Trump last week touted the previously announced $20 billion bailout to Argentina, which U.S. officials have said could increase to $40 billion with the help of the private sector.
"Argentina is fighting for its life," Trump said on Sunday. "They have no money, they have no anything, they're fighting so hard to survive. If I can help them survive in a free world -- I happen to like the president of Argentina. I think he's trying to do the best they can."
A White House official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal conversations, said the administration is "still committed" to providing some type of aid to affected crop farmers, but said the government shutdown has made it difficult to do so. White House spokeswoman Anna Kelly said "no decisions have been made" on an aid package, but blamed congressional Democrats for stalling progress due to the government shutdown.
Kelly said Trump has pledged to "protect America's ranchers and deliver economic relief for everyday Americans."
Last year, China was the top buyer of American soybeans, but the country stopped purchasing them in May in response to Trump's tariffs. It left U.S. farmers with extra supply and drove down the price of soybeans, which, like other crops, rely on future contracts to determine the going rate. The prices of wheat, corn, rice and cotton have all fallen in recent months.
Some 181 farmers filed for bankruptcy protection in the first half of the year, a 60 percent increase from the year before and the highest six-month reading since 2020, U.S. Courts records show.
"For the Trump administration, that has been a big cause of this problem, to then turn to making Argentina great again, that's an obvious reason for disgruntlement," said Scott Lincicome, an economist at the Cato Institute, a libertarian think tank. "Farmers are in dire straits, and a lot of it is government-created."
In Minnesota, Rose Wendinger-Karau said she is expecting a $100,000 loss this year. It costs her $12 to produce a bushel of soybeans -- which today sells for about $10. Although Wendinger-Karau sells most of her soybeans domestically, she is still feeling the effects of China's boycott.
"There's an oversupply throughout the entire country, which dribbles down and pinches our family farm," she said. "Ultimately these tariffs do impact our bottom line."
Sen. Kevin Cramer (R-North Dakota) said he's heard a lot from farmers and ranchers in his state about the Argentina bailout, even though they understand that the Argentine peso's weakness creates a trade problem.
"But then when they talk about the possibility of buying Argentina beef, that just about sends a rancher over the edge," said Cramer. "Now one of their biggest competitors suddenly becomes a provider for the United States; that's got them way more worked up."
Some farm-state Republicans, including Sen. Josh Hawley (R-Missouri) and Sen. Jerry Moran (R-Kansas), are explicitly calling for the Trump administration to bail out U.S. farmers.
In Kansas, grain is piled on the ground as high as the grain elevators, unsellable because there's no market to ship it to, Moran said.
"So the crisis is real, and [farmers] are anxious to see trade deals be announced that find additional markets," Moran said. "And I think there's a recognition that China has to be a component, because they have been the purchaser of such a volume of what we produce."
However, with the exception of Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Georgia), the majority of the most prominent MAGA-aligned commentators have largely shied away from criticizing the Argentina bailout.
While MAGA influencers have railed against U.S. aid to Ukraine, work programs for undocumented farm laborers and deference to Israel, they have been quiet on the Argentine bailout. Stephen K. Bannon, a former Trump adviser who hosts a popular MAGA-oriented daily talk show, has avoided the issue. Late last month, he shared an article on social media about the bailout plan, with the added commentary, "Wat" -- but he has not rallied for pushback on the issue.
Farmers are hopeful Trump's talks with China next week will win back their biggest customer. Industry groups are calling for the U.S. government to offer short-term financial help to U.S. farmers, but agree the focus should be on a deal with China to restore global demand for their crops.
A second White House official said the soybean issue "is on the top of the president's mind" as he prepares for the meeting with Xi, though few expect the leaders to emerge with a deal.
Tim Kapucian, a former Republican member of the Iowa Senate who farms corn and soybeans in Keystone, said he would rather make his living from selling crops than getting a check from the government, "but the reality is we need it to continue." Kapucian, 68, said he is still trying to wrap his mind around why the Trump administration authorized help for Argentina. "I question it," Kapucian said. "I don't understand why."
But he said he is pleased overall with the job Trump is doing.
"We knew he was talking about tariffs when he was running, so we knew that would have a short-term impact," Kapucian said. "Long term, we hope it's to our benefit."
Marianne LeVine and Kadia Goba contributed to this report.
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Politics
Republicans struggle to explain shutdown of the House 
Speaker Mike Johnson's initial strategy to jam the Senate has not worked, but he refuses to change tactics. 

House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) during a news conference Wednesday at the Capitol. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Paul Kane | 2025-10-23
This week, House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) faced a tough-love complaint from a usually loyal soldier among rank-and-file Republicans.
"This shutdown strategy is old and Republicans need to have new tactics," Rep. Beth Van Duyne (R-Texas) told House Republicans on a private call Tuesday afternoon, as federal agencies passed their third week without funding.
Because part of the exchange had leaked into the press, Johnson relayed his version of that discussion to reporters Wednesday. He was adamant that Van Duyne -- "a dear friend," as he put it -- was not being critical but instead pushing for something to break up the monotony of the current impasse.
But her critique highlighted the growing struggles that House Republicans face in their effort to try to force Democrats into opening up the federal government.
Ahead of the shutdown, Johnson and House Republican leaders chose a classic congressional negotiation posture: They passed legislation that would temporarily fund the government back on Sept. 19, then closed up their chamber for legislative business. That decision was meant to jam Senate Democrats into voting for the GOP plan. The thinking was, if Democrats refused to do so, they would get blamed for the shutdown.

The Air and Space Museum and other Smithsonian museums remain closed. (Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post)


So far, Johnson's plan has failed.
On the critical Sept. 30 Senate vote, just three Democrats joined 52 Republicans in voting to keep the government open, five short of the 60 needed to overcome the filibuster.
Almost every day since, Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) has held do-over votes but keeps getting the same result, well short of winning.
Thus far, Democrats do not appear to be bearing the brunt of the blame for the shutdown, either. An early October Washington Post poll found 47 percent of voters blamed Trump and Republicans for the shutdown, while 30 percent blamed Democrats. A new Reuters poll this week found 50 percent blamed Republicans and 43 percent blamed Democrats.
But Johnson has not altered his strategy. The shutdown of the House has now reached almost five weeks. It began not long after lawmakers returned from the regularly planned end-of-summer recess to spend time with families and voters back in their districts. In the last three months, House lawmakers have been in the Capitol voting just 12 days.
That has given Democrats an opening to go on the offense, targeting Johnson over his refusal to call the House back into session.
"As House Republicans continue their month-long vacation, House Democrats are on Capitol Hill hearing directly from Americans impacted by service cuts, mass firings and health care price hikes," the Democratic caucus's social media account wrote Wednesday, linking to a meeting lawmakers had in Washington about the shutdown.
House Republicans are not on a vacation, to be sure. The vast majority of them are back in their districts doing meetings and talking with local officials about trying to help with services.

Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) speaks to the press outside the West Wing following a luncheon with President Donald Trump Tuesday at the White House. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


Johnson's defense has been to reiterate -- on a near daily basis -- that the House closure is a way to demonstrate that the ball is in the Senate's court, and show Americans it's up to Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) to line up the votes to reopen the government.
During the shutdown, Monday through Friday, almost always at 10 a.m., Johnson holds a news conference, almost always with the same three members of his leadership team and then a couple GOP guests from various ideological wings of their conference.
He said he has to keep doing the same thing each day because Democrats are on "an all-out assault" against the truth for their role in shutting down the government.
Johnson has accused the media of colluding with Democrats by not covering the impact of the shutdown, yet almost every day, he or another GOP leader cites media reports about bad things that have happened because of the shutdown.
It is clear that Senate Democrats have not felt much political pressure at all to change their votes and reopen government, and House Democrats appear to have dug in for the long haul.
Rep. Jamie Raskin (D-Maryland), in a district with tens of thousands of federal workers, said that is because his party is united around its demand to extend tax credits for health-insurance exchanges, while the issue has divided Republicans.
"They don't really have a message to carry to the country. And we're telling everybody, this is our chance to save the health care system," Raskin said.
On Tuesday, 13 House Republicans -- most from the type of swing districts that will determine the majority next November -- wrote Johnson pleading for a compromise fix to the tax credits for health insurance premiums.
In the meantime, dozens and dozens of House committee hearings, on a world's worth of issues, have been postponed or canceled outright. Legislation approved by House committees last month, some with large Democratic support, cannot be acted on.
That's led some Republicans to complain that the House should come back. Johnson said Wednesday that "99.8 percent" of his GOP colleagues agree with his game plan. Rep. Kevin Kiley (R-California), who came to Capitol Hill last week to demonstrate his disapproval of Johnson's strategy, said a much larger group of rank-and-file think it looks terrible to have the House closed for this long.
"To the contrary, the fact that the government is shut down is all the more reason we should be here trying to do everything we can to get it open," Kiley said.

Rep. Kevin Kiley (R-California) listens to testimony as the House Judiciary Subcommittee on Oversight holds a field hearing on violent crime Sept. 29 in Charlotte. (Nell Redmond/AP)


The Senate, which has for years endured a well-deserved reputation as a slower moving body, has been setting modern records for productivity this year -- in fact, at more than 580 votes, the chamber is way more busy than the House.
Senate Republicans, especially those with previous House tenure, are reluctant to criticize Johnson's approach, but they go out of their way to talk about all the work they are doing here in Washington while the shutdown is happening.
"I tell folks, when I was a practicing physician, if it was Christmas Eve and my family's getting ready for dinner, and they call from the ER to say a patient was vomiting blood, I didn't say: I'm sorry, I'm at Christmas Eve dinner. I said: I'm sorry, family, I have to go take care of a patient," Sen. Bill Cassidy (R-Louisiana) said Wednesday.
While the Senate has spent time in recent weeks on its repeated attempts to reopen the government, it has also tackled a wide variety of other issues.
For instance, as chair of the Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee, Cassidy has held five hearings this month on topics ranging from labor to AI's potential with health care.
"I can't speak for others, but I'm saying for the Senate and our committee, I think it's time for us to be here," said Cassidy.
As of Wednesday, the House had held just 282 roll-call votes this year. That's less than half as many votes conducted at this point in 2017, the last time Republicans held both chambers of Congress and the presidency, and well behind the 525 votes the GOP majority had held at this stage of 2023.
Of course, an unusually high number of those House votes in 2023 came trying to elect a speaker, beginning with the 15 ballots in January to finally elect McCarthy. By Oct. 3, 2023, a renegade group of Republicans voted with Democrats to oust McCarthy.
For the next 22 days, the House essentially shuttered, as Republicans tried and failed to forge unity. On the night of Oct. 24, they reached into their junior leadership ranks to pick Johnson, an affable Christian conservative lawyer who had not made the type of enemies that McCarthy and others had.
The next day, Johnson formally won the speaker vote on the floor, making Saturday his two-year anniversary. It's all but certain the House will still be closed, a 35th straight day.

Johnson on Oct. 7 at the Capitol. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)
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Democracy in America
Dominion voting, Trump and Fox's target after 2020, gets a MAGA makeover
Election technology companies are moving forward after years of expensive litigation and damaged reputations from unfounded attacks.

Republican businessman Scott Leiendecker purchased Dominion Voting Systems, the company at the center of GOP voting conspiracies. (Andrew Harrer/Bloomberg/Getty Images)


By Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, Patrick Marley, Sarah Ellison | 2025-10-23
When a Republican businessman announced this month that he had purchased a voting equipment company at the center of MAGA conspiracy theories, he rebranded the company in a way that seemed designed to appease critics who falsely claimed the 2020 election was stolen from President Donald Trump.
But behind the scenes, the new owner of Dominion Voting Systems is sounding skeptical of those conspiracy theories and voicing disagreement with parts of the president's executive order that could upend how voting is conducted, according to election officials who have spoken with him.
The discordant messages from the new owner reflect the near-impossible task that election technology companies are facing after a barrage of false claims from Trump and his allies resulted in damaged reputations, lost business and threats against employees. As they head into the 2026 midterm elections, they are trying to ward off similar attacks that could hamper their ability to sell equipment and get contracts with local and state governments.
At the same time, they must reassure county and state election officials that they aren't catering to baseless claims and are committed to ensuring they run fair and transparent elections.
Dominion's new owner, former St. Louis elections director Scott Leiendecker, rebranded the company as Liberty Vote, gave it a star-and-eagle logo and decorated its website with a photo of the Washington Monument -- the type of images that are often associated with MAGA-friendly companies. In a news release, the refashioned company emphasized audits, paper ballots and Trump's executive order on elections, keying in on issues important to those who insist, despite all evidence, that the 2020 election was stolen from Trump.

Dominion Voting ballot-counting machines in Estancia, New Mexico, in 2022. The company has rebranded as Liberty Vote. (Andres Leighton/AP)


Election officials from across the country expressed reservations about the company's rollout but said they have confidence in the Dominion equipment they have long used. Those who have talked to Leiendecker gave him positive reviews.
On one call with election officials, Leiendecker said he "wanted to do the best job possible and he's fully committed to standing with us," said Denver County Clerk Paul Lopez (D).
Leiendecker said he disagrees with the debunked theories that some Republicans continue to spread that claim Dominion rigged the 2020 election against Trump, Lopez said. And Leiendecker said he sometimes questioned whether he still identifies as a Republican because of "some of the extreme views of the party," said Lopez, who took notes during the meeting.
Trump has not weighed in on the new company, and the White House did not respond to questions for this story. Dominion's fiercest critics -- including some who have been sued for defamation by Dominion -- said they don't believe meaningful changes are afoot and are rallying behind the president's call to end the use of voting machines.
Leiendecker didn't agree to an interview or answer detailed questions, but in a statement said his mission is to "ensure election officials and voters have reliable equipment, technology and systems that ensure the fairness and accuracy of our elections."
Dominion spent the last five years fighting a flood of falsehoods claiming it engineered the 2020 election for Joe Biden. After long court battles, it won defamation settlements worth $787.5 million with Fox News and $67 million with Newsmax, another conservative cable news network. It wrapped up litigation against some others without releasing details just before the sale to Leiendecker.
Leiendecker and Dominion did not disclose the terms of the sale. Previously, Dominion was owned by its management and the private equity firm Staple Street Capital, which estimated Dominion's value was $80 million when it invested in it in 2018.
Leiendecker is the chief executive of KnowInk, which sells electronic poll books that election officials use to check in voters at polling sites and ensure they're eligible to vote and at the right location. The company he just bought is much larger and sells equipment that tallies ballots.
Leiendecker held two hour-long video calls with Lopez and dozens of election officials from Colorado in the days after he announced his purchase of the company. Leiendecker "is not a crazy or a denier and he wants to help counties be successful and rebuild public trust and confidence -- not do anything to undermine it or undermine election officials," said Matt Crane, executive director of the Colorado County Clerks Association.
In March, Trump issued an executive order aimed at decertifying some voting machines, changing mail ballot deadlines and requiring people to provide proof of citizenship when they register to vote. Courts have blocked the mail ballot and voter registration changes, and a federal commission has not implemented the directive affecting voting machines.
Trump later suggested he would issue another executive order to ban mail voting and the use of voting machines -- powers he does not have.

President Donald Trump holds up a signed executive order on voting requirements on March 25 at the White House. (John McDonnell/For The Washington Post)


In the news release announcing the change in ownership, Liberty Vote said it would focus on hand-marked paper ballots "enabling compliance with President Trump's executive order, and ensuring election security and compliance with federal standards."
But Leiendecker told the Colorado election officials "he personally doesn't support some of the executive orders and some of the things that have been coming from the federal government in terms of eliminating mail-in ballots," Lopez said.
Leiendecker, in his statement, said he has earned the trust of Republicans and Democrats from 25 years of working on elections.
"I understand the unique challenges election officials face and have dedicated my career to ensuring they have the tools and support they need to effectively manage our elections," he said.
Election technology companies have long operated as nonpartisan entities focused on the nuts and bolts of election administration. But after the 2020 election, Dominion, Smartmatic and other companies found themselves having to beat back baseless and far-fetched claims.
Dominion dedicated a page of its website to disprove false theories, including that its machines were connected to the internet and could be manipulated to "switch votes," and that it had deep ties to the Democratic establishment. None of those theories are true.
Molly Fitzpatrick, the Democratic clerk for Boulder County, said she was disappointed by the rhetoric in Liberty Vote's news release that cited Trump's executive order, but was pleased that Leiendecker was willing to talk to her and other election officials. "He answered all of our questions directly and I would say satisfactorily," she said.
Leiendecker sent an email to some officials telling them he planned to hold a town hall with Dominion's customers soon. Election officials in Arizona, Georgia, Michigan, Missouri and Wisconsin said they were waiting for more information but didn't expect changes from the new company.
Michael Siegrist, the township clerk in Canton, Michigan, said he considers KnowInk a "quality company" and has full confidence in Leiendecker and Liberty Vote. But the Democratic clerk said he worries that the company was promoting its Republican ties and could inadvertently raise suspicions about it among some liberal voters.
"It'd be nicer to go back to the nonpartisan election administration," he said. "And that the truth kind of stood for itself, and it didn't need marketing and branding and to participate in the culture war to resonate with certain people. But that's not the world we live in now, so I understand what they're doing."
Those who have called for banning voting machines were not swayed by the new owner's marketing efforts.
"It's like everybody is supposed to be okay because it's a conservative and he's a Republican? Are you kidding me?" said Mike Lindell, the MyPillow founder and longtime election skeptic who a jury in June determined had defamed a former Dominion employee. "The machines have got to go."
Cleta Mitchell, one of the lawyers who helped Trump challenge his defeat five years ago, said she has "about 50 questions" about the sale of the company and how it will be operated.
Patrick Byrne, the former Overstock CEO who faces a defamation lawsuit from Dominion, said in an interview on Lindell's media outlet that Dominion's technology was "porous" and "designed to be bad."
Later, on the same program, host Emerald Robinson mocked the name Liberty Vote.
"Sounds nice, doesn't it? Semantics. Liberty! Freedom! It's good and American! 'Dominion' is totalitarian in nature!" she said with a laugh. "It's so obvious. This is what they want you to associate the new company with -- freedom! Goodness!"
Kadia Goba contributed to this report.
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Americas
Canada's lengthy Parliament upgrade a stark contrast to East Wing demolition
Compared with the breakneck pace of the Trump administration's White House renovations, work to refurbish Canada's Parliament could take 30 years.

During a March protest in Ottawa over President Donald Trump's threats to Canadian sovereignty, renovation work on Parliament can be seen. (Justin Tang/Canadian Press/AP)


By Frances Vinall | 2025-10-23
Americans were confronted with an extraordinary image this week: the mostly demolished East Wing of the White House, torn down to add a 90,000-square-foot ballroom to the historic building, a pet project of President Donald Trump that has moved at breakneck speed and prompted widespread complaints.
A stark contrast to this pace can be found in the United States' northern neighbor. Works to upgrade and modernize Canada's Parliament buildings -- first built more than a century ago -- are underway in a process that may take some three decades, with initial plans approved in 2001 and the complex's Centre Block not expected to be reopened until 2032.
HOK, the lead design architect for the Centre Block upgrade, has called the project -- which has an overall estimated price tag of up to $3.6 billion -- "the largest and most complex rehabilitation ever undertaken in Canada." It says workers have removed or protected more than 20,000 heritage items such as paintings, murals, stained-glass windows, woodwork and sculptures, some of which will be restored, and dug 75 feet to construct new visitor facilities that will minimally impact the appearance of the original buildings.
Salman Soleimani-Dashtaki, an adjunct professor in the department of civil engineering at the University of British Columbia in Vancouver, said he was "a bit surprised" at the pace of the White House renovation in comparison to the Canadian approach.
"There are a lot of challenges, especially when you're dealing with a building that's extremely old and has a lot of value -- preservation of that becomes a very important factor," he said of the Canadian project, adding that its engineers' "main, major goal" was to upgrade the Parliament buildings to meet modern standards without significantly affecting their appearance.

The Canadian Parliament building in 1914. (Harris & Ewing/Library of Congress)



A fire tears through the building shortly after midnight in 1916. The tower, which collapsed minutes after the photo was taken, was later rebuilt into what is now known as the Peace Tower. (J.B. Reid/Library and Archives Canada)


Canada's Parliament complex was built in the 19th century. The Centre Block -- where the House of Commons and Senate are traditionally located -- and the precinct's well-known Peace Tower were built between 1916 and 1928 after the previous structure was damaged in a fire. The White House was built in the late 18th century, while the East Wing was added in 1942.
"When a building becomes such an iconic structure in the country, any alteration that you do to the building runs a lot of risks, right?" Soleimani-Dashtaki said. "It becomes part of the history."
He added that the solutions developed, particularly work to improve the structures' earthquake resistance, were "an engineering wonder of the history of Canada" designed to save the buildings for future generations.
"Why it's taking so long is because we know it's going to be an example of a very extraordinary heritage restoration project," he said. "I think that great things take a long time to build."
A first version of a long-term plan to improve the parliamentary precinct was approved in 2001 and updated about six years later, to be executed in five-year increments -- a considerably more deliberate pace than the Trump administration's approach to the construction of the White House ballroom, in which demolition of the East Wing occurred within months of the project's official announcement in July.
While Trump pledged at the time that the ballroom would not "interfere" with the existing building, White House officials said Tuesday that a full-scale teardown of the East Wing was expected. On Wednesday, the president said the privately funded project would cost $300 million, up from his original claim of $200 million.
The work at the White House also started without public review processes, according to the National Trust for Historic Preservation, a nonprofit created by Congress to help preserve historic buildings.

Demolition crews continued tearing down part of the White House East Wing on Oct. 22 to make way for President Donald Trump's long-planned ballroom.


The lengthy timeline involved in the Canadian project has not been without criticism. In 2010, a report from the country's auditor general found that planning had been slowed down by fragmented bureaucratic processes, with various agencies and branches of government needing to be consulted and provide approvals, which "ultimately results in project delays and inefficient use of resources."
By 2023, though, the auditor general's office found that much of the project had been effectively managed. In its earlier report, it had stressed the importance of getting the process right for the sake of preserving a national landmark.
"Canadians are attached to the Parliament buildings," the report noted. "Surveys found that they see them as symbols of Canada's history and tradition, and of democracy and freedom. Like official residences, the buildings are part of Canada's heritage and belong to all Canadians."
David Lieberman, architect and associate professor emeritus of the University of Toronto, said the sudden demolition of the East Wing without detailed review was "tragic."
"Is the Canadian renovation too slow? Yes," he said. "But does this mean that the budget is spread over a number of years? Does this mean that things are being done properly? Probably.
"Maybe the East Wing does need a major retrofit -- the White House has been rebuilt several times, of course," he said, referring to previous renovations. But he added that extensive engineering and design consultations would normally be undertaken before initiating a project of this magnitude.
The U.S. and Canada are among many countries that have grappled with how to make changes to landmark government buildings. The Trump administration argues that the White House's current capacity to host events is too small -- in a Tuesday statement, it called the ballroom a "necessary addition" in keeping with a "storied history of improvements and additions from commanders-in-chief."
Britain has debated for years, without significant progress, the issue of how to address problems such as the presence of asbestos and frequent fires in its official buildings including the Palace of Westminster, the Guardian reported. Australia opened its new Parliament House in 1988, after about 13 years from planning to completion, converting the original into a museum, to address the need for more space.
In Canada, the prime minister's official residence has also been a cause for concern. The building, constructed in the 1860s, has not been used for years and was officially closed in 2022 for health and safety reasons, while successive governments have been unable to decide on a solution for its future, Canadian media reported.
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National Security
U.S. kills five on alleged drug boats in Pacific, widening Trump's campaign
The president suggested that his administration is preparing to expand its counternarcotics efforts further to also encompass targets on land.

President Donald Trump fields questions from reporters at the White House this week. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


By Alex Horton, Dan Lamothe, Noah Robertson | 2025-10-23
U.S. forces killed five people allegedly hauling illicit drugs in the eastern Pacific Ocean off South America, officials said Wednesday, marking an expansion of the Trump administration's deadly counternarcotics campaign that until now focused on suspected trafficking in the Caribbean Sea.
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, writing on social media, said the two strikes took place Tuesday and Wednesday in international waters, both "along a known narco-trafficking route." He did not specify where the attacks occurred or identify the victims, saying only that they were "terrorists" and their boats were "known by our intelligence to be involved in illicit narcotics smuggling."
Both Colombia and Ecuador, which share a border along the Pacific Ocean, are home to sizable narcotics operations. Neither country's embassy in Washington responded to requests for comment.
Overhead videos accompanying Hegseth's social media posts show motorized speedboats plowing through the waves before they are engulfed by large fireballs. His announcements did not indicate what type of military assets delivered the kill shots. He noted, though, that in each instance no American personnel were hurt while executing their assignments, which he said President Donald Trump had directed.
Trump, speaking to reporters at the White House, repeated his previous assertion that he has a national security imperative to protect Americans from harmful illicit drugs. He suggested, too, that his administration is preparing to expand the campaign further to also encompass targets on land, though he did not specify when or where that could occur.
"They'll be coming in by land a little bit more because they're not coming in by boat anymore," the president said. " ... And we will hit them very hard when they come in by land. And they haven't experienced that yet. But now we're totally prepared to do that."
Trump indicated that his administration "probably" would consult with Congress eventually to explain "exactly what we're doing when we come to the land." He added, though, "We don't have to do that."
Democrats have been outspoken in their opposition to Trump's use of military force to target suspected drug traffickers, though their efforts to constrain the president and assert Congress's war powers have so far failed to generate much support among Republicans, who hold the majority in Congress.
Since early September, when the U.S. military began killing people at sea as part of Trump's enhanced counternarcotics activities, administration officials have disclosed nine strikes accounting for more than 30 deaths. The Trump administration has not, however, made public any evidence verifying its claims that the targets of those attacks were confirmed drug smugglers or that the boats involved were in fact carrying illicit drugs.
Colombia's President Gustavo Petro has accused the U.S. in one instance of attacking a fishing boat in his country's territorial waters and killing a Colombian citizen. Trump responded angrily, baselessly labeling Petro an "illegal drug leader" and saying the U.S. government would sever all aid to the country, a long-standing military partner in the region.
Before the two operations in the eastern Pacific, all of the previously disclosed strikes were launched in the Caribbean Sea. The targets have included what Trump and others in his administration loosely contend are criminal organizations linked either to Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro, whom Trump has accused of sending violent criminals and deadly drugs to the United States, or a Colombian guerrilla group known by the initials ELN.
Neither of the disclosures that Hegseth made on social media Wednesday identified which alleged "Designated Terrorist Organization" had been targeted in the strikes. Upon entering office, Trump issued an executive order declaring that several Latin American entities associated with the drug trade would henceforth fit that description.
Hegseth likened the operations carried out Tuesday and Wednesday to the decades-long campaign against al-Qaeda, which orchestrated the 9/11 attacks and is responsible for the violent deaths of thousands dating to the 1990s. "We will find them and kill them, until the threat to the American people is extinguished," he wrote on social media.
In the face of mounting questions about the legality of Trump's deadly military campaign, administration officials have sought to justify the killings by claiming the United States is in "armed conflict" with Latin American drug cartels responsible for "poisoning" Americans.
Trump insisted again on Wednesday that "we have legal authority where we're allowed to do that," though after weeks of military action and numerous deaths at the hands of U.S. military personnel, his administration has not publicly articulated how it believes the law allows for taking the lives of suspected drug runners.
Former U.S. government officials and numerous law of war experts have said the strikes are unlawful, describing those slain by the U.S. military in recent weeks as alleged criminals, not combatants engaged in an armed conflict with the United States. In virtually all other drug interdictions before last month, the suspects were stopped by U.S. authorities -- primarily the Coast Guard -- and detained by U.S. law enforcement and charged.
Trump in recent days also has authorized covert CIA operations in Venezuela, and U.S. aircraft have flown in the vicinity of the Venezuelan coast, fueling anxiety -- both there and across Washington -- that he may be setting the table to forcibly remove Maduro from power.
Some people familiar with the U.S. campaign in Latin America have said the flurry of activity amounted to psychological warfare intended to promote fractures within the Venezuelan armed forces or persuade Maduro to step down, though Trump has said nothing to dispel concerns that the U.S. could launch a full-scale military operation.
The most recent U.S. attacks have challenged the administration's assertion that Venezuela has a significant role in drug trafficking that harms Americans.
A separate strike last week left two survivors, one from Colombia and the other from Ecuador, who were quickly repatriated by the U.S. Both countries are known to export more drugs than Venezuela does, and the vast majority of illicit drugs entering the U.S. -- and virtually all of the fentanyl linked to overdose deaths among Americans -- are trafficked along the Pacific coast or by land from Mexico, according to U.S. government and United Nations experts.
Venezuela is generally used as a conduit for cocaine produced and trafficked by Colombian guerrilla groups -- primarily the ELN.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2025/10/22/us-strike-pacific-colombia-drug-boat/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Politics
5 takeaways from the final Mamdani-Cuomo debate
Cuomo landed some blows, but it will be hard to erode Mamdani's double-digit lead.

From left, New York mayoral candidates Andrew M. Cuomo, running as an independent, Democrat Zohran Mamdani and Republican Curtis Sliwa during their second debate Wednesday in Queens. (Hiroko Masuike/Reuters)


By Sarah Ellison | 2025-10-23
New York mayoral candidates Zohran Mamdani, Andrew M. Cuomo and Curtis Sliwa lodged personal attacks against one another Wednesday in their second and final debate before Election Day on Nov. 4. Early voting begins on Saturday.
Cuomo landed more blows to Mamdani than he did during the first general-election debate last week. But Mamdani's double-digit lead in the polls will be hard to overcome.
It's one of the most unusual mayoral races in recent memory. To recap: Cuomo, the former New York governor, lost in the Democratic primary in June to the 34-year-old Mamdani, a New York State assemblyman, in an upset that shocked the political establishment, including most Democrats. Mamdani is an anti-Zionist democratic socialist running in the country's financial capital, which is home to the largest population of Jews outside Israel. He bested Cuomo, the son of the late former New York governor Mario Cuomo.

New York mayoral candidates Zohran Mamdani, Andrew M. Cuomo and Curtis Sliwa traded blows Oct. 22 in their final debate before Election Day in early November.


Cuomo, who left the governor's office under a cloud of sexual harassment allegations, is now running as an independent. Sliwa, the Republican, is a fixture in New York City's political world but has faced pressure from some Republicans and establishment Democrats, including Cuomo, to drop out of the race to give Cuomo a better chance against Mamdani. Sliwa has dismissed those calls. The incumbent, Eric Adams, dropped out of the race in September.
Cuomo has been hoping to find a game-changing event but appears to be running out of chances. He has had to fend off continuous attacks about sexual harassment scandals that plagued him at the end of his time in office and beyond. Despite a strong performance in Wednesday's debate, he will have a hard time altering the trajectory of the race.
Here are five takeaways from the debate, which lasted just over 90 minutes:
1. The Trump factor. Cuomo and Mamdani sparred over which of them would better fend off President Donald Trump's threats to withhold funding and send federal troops and immigration agents into American cities. Both men claimed that Trump preferred the other one, though Trump explicitly said he preferred Cuomo and has called Mamdani a communist he will attack.
Cuomo said that Trump "has said he'll take over New York if [Mamdani] wins. And he will, because he has no respect for him. He thinks he's a kid, and he's going to knock him on his tuchus."
Mamdani shot back that Cuomo was "Donald Trump's puppet" and that Trump "wants Andrew Cuomo to be the mayor, not because it will be good for New Yorkers, but because it will be good for him."
2. The Israel factor. Mamdani's position on Israel has been a matter of controversy since he entered the race. He does not think the country should exist as a majority-Jewish state and should instead focus on equal rights for both Palestinians and Jews. In this debate, the attacks on Mamdani, who is Muslim, seemed to land harder, even as Mamdani insisted he would fight antisemitism.
Sliwa accused Mamdani of being "the arsonist who fanned the flames of antisemitism" who is now "coming in like a firefighter" to put out the flames. Cuomo said Mamdani "stokes the flames of hate against Jewish people."
3. The Sliwa factor. The debate was the most heated of the campaign. Cuomo and Mamdani attacked each other so loudly that the moderators had to warn the candidates not to talk over one another.
While Sliwa has been trailing Mamdani and Cuomo by a large margin, he played a pivotal role in the debate by delivering some of the most pointed attacks on both of his opponents.
He attacked Cuomo and Mamdani for "fighting like kids." He told Mamdani, "Zohran, your resume could fit on a cocktail napkin." He immediately turned to Cuomo and said, "Andrew, your failures could fill a public school library in New York City." He joined Mamdani in reminding voters of the sexual harassment claims against Cuomo.
Sliwa did not dominate the debate by any stretch. But he has been enough of a presence in the race -- and both debates -- to pull some votes from Cuomo and keep him on the defensive, disrupting his ability to target Mamdani.
4. Public safety questions. At a time when Trump has gone on the offensive against Democratic cities and painted them as havens for violent crime that require the intervention of federal troops, crime has been a major issue in the campaign.
Mamdani said that the heart of his public safety agenda is to create a so-called Department of Community Safety "that will be focused on the mental health crisis" in New York and the homelessness population so police officers can focus on serious violent crimes. Cuomo countered that Mamdani's solutions would not work because there was no way to distinguish who is going to become violent, and instead proposed hiring 5,000 new police officers. Sliwa said he wanted to hire 7,000 officers and derided Mamdani's ideas as inappropriate for a city like New York.
5. Who runs education.  Mamdani has said he wants to relinquish mayoral control over the city's education department to give educators who know their districts more influence over decisions. Cuomo attacked Mamdani for his proposal and attacked one of Mamdani's signature programs: to pilot five city-run grocery stores to make food more affordable. "Forget the grocery stores," Cuomo said to Mamdani. "Run the Department of Education."
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Politics
Congress is running out of time to meet a crucial health care deadline
Lawmakers express little hope for the extension of Affordable Care Act subsidies before open enrollment begins.

Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) speaks to the press Tuesday outside the White House after GOP senators met for lunch with President Donald Trump. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


By Theodoric Meyer | 2025-10-23
The standoff between the two parties over how to end the government shutdown is rapidly approaching a crucial deadline -- and meeting it appears all but out of reach.
Democrats are demanding Republicans agree to extend Affordable Care Act health insurance subsidies, in exchange for their votes to reopen the government, by Nov. 1. That's when Americans can start signing up for their 2026 health coverage; Democrats warn that millions of people will face higher premiums next year if the subsidies are allowed to expire.
Republicans have refused to negotiate over extending the subsidies until Democrats vote to end a shutdown that has dragged on for more than three weeks.
Sen. Mike Rounds (R-South Dakota), who has been involved in conversations with Democrats about how to end the impasse, said he did not see how the subsidies could be extended by Nov. 1.
"I think it's going to be very difficult to get done," Rounds said.
If lawmakers unexpectedly agree to extend the subsidies in the coming days, there probably would be enough time for online marketplaces in many states to incorporate subsidies in their 2026 prices before Nov. 1. Without an extension, Americans on subsidized plans would see their premiums double on average, according to an analysis by KFF, a health care policy think tank.

Sen. Mike Rounds (R-South Dakota) speaks with reporters Monday outside the Senate chamber. (Kylie Cooper/Reuters)


Republicans have demanded changes to the subsidies that Democrats may find tough to swallow, complicating the road to extending them. Some Republicans, for instance, want to prevent health insurance plans eligible for the subsidies from covering abortion.
Republicans have also called for changes that they argue would help combat fraud. (The Congressional Budget Office estimates that 2.3 million enrollees in ACA plans improperly claimed subsidies this year by intentionally overstating their income.) Those ideas include income caps and rules ensuring that anyone who enrolls in a subsidized plan pays a minimum out-of-pocket premium.
Some of the changes Republicans are seeking could take weeks to put in place, according to Ellen Montz, a former deputy administrator of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services during the Biden administration who oversaw the federal health care marketplace.
"It is not a simple thing to do," Montz said. "I do think anything short of kind of a clean extension [of the subsidies] we don't really have any hope of implementing by open enrollment."
As time runs short, some Democrats have started pressing for a "clean extension" that would keep the subsidies in place unchanged for one year and allow Democrats and Republicans to work everything else out later.
"Time is running out," said Sen. Angus King (Maine), an independent who caucuses with Democrats. "That's why I think probably the most expeditious solution would be a simple one-year extension, and then there could be time for discussion of the various changes that the Republicans, particularly, are talking about."

House Democratic Conference Chairman Pete Aguilar and fellow House Democrats hold a news conference about Affordable Care Act subsidies Wednesday at the Capitol. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


North Dakota Insurance Commissioner Jon Godfread supports extending the subsidies unchanged for a year and said it is the most viable option for minimizing disruptions to the market.
Health insurance companies have already filed rates for next year. If Congress changes how the subsidies work now, Godfread said, states would need to give insurers time to revise their rates, leaving consumers in limbo about how much their insurance will cost next year.
"We'd certainly turn it around as quickly as we possibly could," he said. "But given the short time frame here and even ahead of the end of the year, I think the realistic solution is to extend those subsidies for at least a year and then we can figure out health care reform next year."
Republicans are also divided over whether to extend the subsidies at all. Some of them have urged to Republican leadership to make negotiations on the subsidies a priority, while others oppose the Affordable Care Act and would prefer to let the subsidies expire.
"If making changes means you don't extend them, I'm all for that kind of change," said Sen. Ron Johnson (R-Wisconsin).
Any deal to extend the subsidies would need President Donald Trump's support -- and Sen. Tommy Tuberville (R-Alabama) said the White House has not weighed in yet on what changes Trump would like to see. Trump is set to leave for Asia at the end of the week.
Congress could still extend the subsidies after Nov. 1. House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) has said he sees the deadline for extending the subsidies as the end of the year, when they expire.
Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) has echoed that sentiment, arguing that Democrats are wasting time the parties could have used to negotiate a deal to extend the subsidies by refusing to reopen the government.
"The clock's ticking," Thune told reporters this week. "They're getting up against the deadline, which makes it increasingly clear to me that they're not interested in a solution. They're interested in having a political issue that they can use in the campaigns."
Advocates of extending the subsidies warn that the longer Congress waits, the more Americans will be shown much higher premiums for next year -- and potentially decide to go without insurance. Many states have started mailing letters outlining how much health insurance rates will rise next year if Congress does not extend the subsidies.
Americans are "going to have to be making a decision as to whether or not they bite the bullet and they pay these doubling, tripling, increased premiums or whether they just say, 'I'm going to risk it, I'm healthy and I hope I'm going to stay that way, and I'm going to drop my coverage,'" Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska), who has pushed to extend the subsidies, told reporters. "That's the worry."
Some Democrats argue that Republicans will feel greater pressure to negotiate after Nov. 1, when many Americans realize their premiums will skyrocket unless Congress takes action.
"I think that is when Republicans who kept their heads in the sand to this point are really going to hear from people," Sen. Patty Murray (D-Washington) told reporters.
But Sen. Peter Welch (D-Vermont) said he hopes the disruptions that might be caused by extending the subsidies after Nov. 1 will motivate Congress to take action before the deadline.
"The later it gets, the more chaos that's going to be created," he said.
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Politics
Indiana Republicans don't have votes for new congressional map Trump wants 
"The votes aren't there for redistricting," said a spokesman for the state's Senate GOP, the president's first major setback in his redistricting push ahead of next year's elections.

Indiana Gov. Mike Braun (R), who has publicly said he supports redrawing the congressional map, said on social media Wednesday that he was "still having positive conversations with members of the legislature." (Michael Conroy/AP)


By Brianna Tucker, Kadia  Goba | 2025-10-23
The Indiana legislature lacks the votes to pass a congressional redistricting plan ahead of the 2026 midterms, a senior aide said Wednesday, marking a setback in President Donald Trump's unprecedented push for Republican-led states to change their maps to help maintain or expand a historically small GOP majority in the U.S. House next year.
"The votes aren't there for redistricting," said Molly Swigart, communications director for the Indiana Senate Majority Caucus.
While Republican-led legislatures in Texas and North Carolina have redrawn their congressional maps to favor Republicans -- and other states are still considering it -- the announcement from Indiana signals continuing resistance among GOP lawmakers there. For months, Trump and other administration officials have pressured lawmakers in the Hoosier state to produce a new map -- a process normally undertaken every 10 years after the census maps population changes.
The resistance also marks Trump's first major setback amid his nationwide redistricting push. It also comes despite Indiana's Republican supermajority -- the party holds 40 of the state Senate's 50 seats.
The White House did not immediately respond to a request for comment. A person close to the White House said they are still in discussion with Indiana state senators. But the person, who spoke on the condition of anonymity, said they were confident they would have the votes once they talked to each Republican lawmaker.
Republicans hold seven of Indiana's nine seats in the U.S. House, and a new map would aim to increase that number or even give the party a clean sweep of the seats. The state's lawmakers, however, have appeared far less enthusiastic to redraw the state's congressional boundaries than other Republican-led states such as Texas, where Republicans swiftly passed a map with five new Republican-leaning districts in August.
Earlier this month, when Vice President JD Vance visited the Hoosier state to rally support from top Republican legislators, state House Speaker Todd Huston (R) had signed on to support the plan, but Senate President Rodric Bray (R) at the time was not firmly committed, The Washington Post previously reported. Trump on Friday also called into a meeting with Indiana Senate Republicans to appeal to them on the topic of congressional redistricting, where Bray was also present, Swigart told The Post.
Indiana Gov. Mike Braun (R), who has publicly said he supports redrawing the congressional map, sought to downplay potential indifference from Republican members of the legislature.
"I am still having positive conversations with members of the legislature," he wrote in a social media post on Wednesday. "I am confident the majority of Indiana Statehouse Republicans will support efforts to ensure fair representation in congress for every Hoosier."
Lt. Gov. Micah Beckwith (R), who serves as president of the state Senate and also supports Trump's plan for a new map, said Republican holdouts were choosing "the path of weakness and political convenience."
"I am calling on my Republican colleagues in the Indiana Senate to find your backbone, to remember who sent you here, and to reclaim Indiana's rightful voice in Congress by drawing a 9-0 map," he said in a statement.
Pete Seat, an Indiana Republican strategist and former White House spokesman, suggested Republican lawmakers could be hesitant to deviate from redistricting norms and weigh another new map, which was redrawn in 2021 and based on 2020 census data.
"From my sense, those who are opposed are coming at it from a principled perspective rather than making a political calculation," Seat said.
The impasse in Indiana has remained as Republicans in North Carolina approved a new map that could give them another congressional seat in their state. The GOP-led state House signed off on the new map on Wednesday, a day after the state Senate passed it. The map does not need further approval and under the state constitution, Gov. Josh Stein (D) does not have the power to veto it.
Republicans now hold 10 of the state's 14 congressional seats, and the new map would give them a better shot at winning another. It moves the district represented by Rep. Don Davis (D) from having a GOP advantage of three percentage points to an 11-point one.
Dylan Wells and Patrick Marley contributed to this report.
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White House
Trump defends East Wing demolition, raises ballroom price to $300 million
The president said the new building would be connected to the White House with a glass bridge.




By Dan Diamond, Cat Zakrzewski | 2025-10-23

On Oct. 22, President Donald Trump showed ballroom renderings and said the costly White House renovation will be completely paid for by him and his donors.


President Donald Trump on Wednesday raised the estimate of his planned White House ballroom, saying that the project would cost $300 million -- up from his initial claim of $200 million -- and defended the decision to tear down the East Wing amid widespread complaints.
"In order to do it properly, we had to take down the existing structure," Trump told reporters in the Oval Office, showing off renderings of the project and saying that the new ballroom would be connected by a "glass bridge" to the main White House structure. "We don't touch the White House."
Trump also said that "the military" is closely involved in the project, which he said would be paid "100 percent by me and some friends of mine."
The president said he had been transparent about the planned 90,000-square-foot ballroom, which would be nearly twice the footprint of the 55,000-square-foot main section of the White House next door. Watchdog groups, politicians and even some conservative commentators have questioned why Trump has moved so quickly to tear down the iconic wing that served as a starting point for White House tours and home to first ladies' offices.
Trump criticized past renovations to the East Wing, including a second story he called "not very nice." He suggested he didn't want it to "hurt" his new ballroom, a feature he has wanted to add to the White House since before he was president.
"It was never thought of as being much," Trump said. "It was a very small building."
White House officials previously said that the project will be funded by private donations, including from wealthy individuals and large companies that have contracts with the federal government, including Amazon, Lockheed Martin and Palantir Technologies. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.) The donations are being managed by the Trust for the National Mall, a nonprofit that helped manage such federal projects as the restoration of the Washington Monument after it was damaged in a 2011 earthquake.

Demolition crews continue dismantling parts of the East Wing of the White House on Wednesday. (Peter W. Stevenson/The Washington Post)


White House officials said Tuesday to expect a full-scale teardown of the East Wing, defending it as a "modernization" of the building. They also touted past renovations, circulating a fact sheet that argued Trump was continuing a "proud presidential legacy" of changing the White House grounds -- although the swimming pool, tennis pavilion and other past projects they highlighted pale next to the scope of the president's planned ballroom. Trump said this week that the ballroom will seat nearly 1,000 people, up from an earlier estimate of about 650.
The White House said Tuesday it would soon send ballroom plans to the National Capital Planning Commission, which is required to review any external construction projects at the White House and will decide whether to approve the new building. The 12-member board is now led by a majority of Trump allies, including its chairman, Trump staff secretary Will Scharf.
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Politics
How Obama maneuvered behind the scenes to fight Trump on redistricting
The ex-president's involvement reflects the deep anxieties he has about Trump's agenda and has propelled him into a more political, public-facing role than he envisioned.

Former president Barack Obama has launched an urgent effort to rally support for California's redistricting ballot measure. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


By Yasmeen Abutaleb, Liz Goodwin | 2025-10-22
In late July, Barack Obama spoke with his former attorney general, Eric Holder, about how Democrats should respond to President Donald Trump's unprecedented mid-decade push to add five favorable U.S. House seats to protect the Republican majority. They had each spent days conflicted about what to do.
Both had previously championed nonpartisan redistricting. But they agreed that letting Trump's effort in Texas go unanswered wasn't an option. They kept coming back to a plan from California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) that would offset the move with five new Democratic-leaning seats. Within days, Holder drafted a statement endorsing the proposal and ran it by the former president, who quickly signed off. It marked a stark shift that, in their view, was a sign of the emergency measures they believed were required.
"We're doing things that kind of go against what we talked about," Holder said. But they decided, "we have to preserve our democracy if ultimately we're going to heal it."
That phone call set in motion an urgent behind-the-scenes effort by the former president to rally support for California's Proposition 50, which is on the ballot in a Nov. 4 special election. If successful, it would mark a concrete countermeasure against Trump's agenda less than a year into his second term -- the kind that Obama has increasingly come to believe is necessary.
Obama's involvement in the redistricting fight is a reflection of the deep anxieties he harbors about Trump's second term, according to multiple people familiar with his thinking. It has propelled the ex-president into a more political and public-facing role than he once envisioned. With his enduring popularity and the party still struggling to unite behind new leaders after losing the White House and Congress, no other Democrat commands his level of authority or reach.

Obama in 2023 in Barcelona. (David Zorrakino/AP)


"I think it's really clear that President Obama left office fully intending to play the role that traditionally had been played by former presidents, and that is to go about their interests, professional and otherwise, and leaving the governance up to their successors," said Rep. James E. Clyburn (D-South Carolina), a longtime Obama ally. But, he added, "we are not living in ordinary times. And extraordinary times require extraordinary action."
This article is based on interviews with 19 people, including those close to Obama and Newsom, as well as Democratic strategists and outside advisers, many of whom spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private conversations. Obama declined to be interviewed.
The ex-president has grown especially worried that some lawmakers and voters are not confronting Trump with the same urgency they showed during his first term -- and that major institutions, including universities and law firms, have too often capitulated to Trump's demands, according to a person familiar with his thinking.
"We can stand up to this. We can call it like we see it," Obama said on a recent podcast. "We need people who have whatever platforms they have to be able to say, 'no, that's not who we are.'"
He has been more pointed in his attacks on Trump in recent weeks and has stepped up his political activity in the run-up to this year's elections on Nov. 4. He filmed an ad for Prop 50 and is scheduled to campaign for Democratic gubernatorial candidates Mikie Sherrill in New Jersey and Abigail Spanberger in Virginia on Nov. 1. And he has been in touch with Newsom's team on additional ways he can help on Prop 50 during the campaign's final push.
On Wednesday, Obama made a surprise appearance with Newsom during a virtual event with volunteers, where he said Prop 50 "has critical implications, not just for California, but for the entire country."
"There is a broader principle at stake that has to do with whether or not our democracy can be manipulated by those who are already in power," Obama said.
Trump, whose political rise was powered by conspiracy theories about Obama's birth certificate, has continued to frequently attack his predecessor. During his second term, Trump has baselessly repeated his assertion that there was "no doubt" Obama had committed criminal acts. The White House spent days trying to portray Obama and members of his administration as part of a vast "treasonous conspiracy" that tried to thwart Trump's chances in the 2016 election -- prompting a rare rebuke from Obama's office.
Obama's goal since leaving office more than eight years ago has been to elevate new leaders and help build a Democratic Party that can survive without him, according to those close to him -- which some Democrats have accused him of failing to achieve when he was president.
The 44th president has served as a sounding board for several governors, including Newsom, Josh Shapiro of Pennsylvania and Wes Moore in Maryland; spoken with candidates such as Zohran Mamdani, who is running for New York mayor, and James Talarico, who is seeking a U.S. Senate seat in Texas; and conferred with several Democrats eyeing a 2028 presidential run. Those conversations have included tactical political advice and candid guidance on the toll a presidential campaign -- and weeks of fundraising on the road -- can take on a family.

A congressional staff members holds a chart showing the redistricting that has taken place in North Carolina. (Win McNamee/Getty Images)


But few tasks have occupied Obama's attention like the redistricting fight, a raw partisan battle he is engaging in after years of loftier, more hopeful rhetoric about bridging divisions. What started in Texas with Trump pressuring Republicans to redraw the map years before it was due for an update has become a national partisan fight pitting red and blue states against each other -- 21 years after Obama gave a speech at the Democratic National Convention declaring, "There is not a liberal America and a conservative America, there is the United States of America."
Now, some Democrats think he should set a more combative tone for the party on other fronts.
"Beyond redistricting, Obama has been hitting singles when he should be hitting home runs -- making ad hoc statements with no long-term value or more generally staying silent as Rome burns," said Adam Green, co-founder of the Progressive Change Campaign Committee.
Obama's aides say he is choosing carefully when and where to reenter the political arena.
"Since leaving the White House, President Obama has not hesitated to use his voice when he can drive impact, but he has dedicated his post-presidency to championing the next generation of leaders," Eric Schultz, a senior adviser to Obama, said in a statement.
Obama's plunge into redistricting has no modern precedent, according to presidential historians, who noted that former presidents have largely stayed out of big political battles after leaving office. Obama, who was quieter publicly at the start of Trump's first term, has said he'd speak up whenever a line was crossed -- something he believes has happened far more often in the second term.
"The redistricting in California was a big step because that was really concrete. It wasn't simply making a speech to rally Democrats or attack the president, when [Obama has] done that before," said Julian Zelizer, a presidential historian at Princeton University. "A lot of Democrats weren't sure where they landed on this, and he made a pretty affirmative statement."
Between July and August, Obama spoke with key architects of the effort, including Newsom and former House speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-California), helping shape the public case for the measure and strategizing how to line up support among California Democrats.

Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-California), the former House speaker, has spoken with Obama about his plunge into redistricting. (Allison Robbert/For The Washington Post)


Obama's endorsement helped swiftly unite Democrats behind the measure and speed its passage through the California legislature.
Many Democrats say they wish Obama would speak out more often and more forcefully as Trump consolidates power and weakens democratic institutions. The party -- still reeling from sweeping losses in last year's elections -- has at times struggled to regroup or mount a cohesive, effective response to Trump, who polls show is unpopular.
"He's the closest thing currently to a Democratic standard-bearer because there hasn't been somebody to emerge in the party as the natural leader," said Mark Updegrove, a presidential historian and president of the LBJ Foundation.
On redistricting, some of Obama's most consequential moves happened behind the scenes. As Trump began publicly pressuring Texas Gov. Greg Abbott (R) to redraw the congressional map for his state -- an idea that initially made some Republicans uneasy -- Newsom and his aides quickly convened attorneys and legal experts to explore California's options.
One possibility was for the legislature to redraw the map itself, a move that would almost certainly face legal challenges because the state constitution requires nonpartisan redistricting. The other was to put the measure before voters to temporarily change the maps. Newsom and his team concluded that was the more defensible route -- especially because California voters approved a nonpartisan redistricting process in 2008 and 2010.
That was key to getting Obama and Holder on board. Endorsing Newsom's proposal ran counter to what the National Democratic Redistricting Committee -- the Holder-founded group backed by Obama, which is focused on drawing nonpartisan maps -- stood for. But they felt the response was measured because it was temporary and required a stamp of approval from Californians.

Former attorney general Eric Holder, center, in 2023 in Annapolis. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


"Our enduring commitment to fairness does not blind us to reality," Holder said in a July 30 statement. "In this moment steps must be taken to respond to the authoritarian measures being considered in certain states and now so brazenly taken in Texas."
As Democrats debated publicly whether Newsom's plan went too far -- and risked setting an irreversible precedent -- Obama and his team quietly coordinated with Newsom's office to build support.
Pelosi, who was helping Newsom rally California Democrats and raise millions of dollars, spoke several times with Obama, urging an all-hands-on-deck response from the party, according to a person familiar with their conversations.
Democrats knew selling their voters on a bare-knuckled redistricting power play could be difficult, given that their leaders -- including Obama -- had been preaching the benefits of nonpartisan redistricting for years. Newsom's team polled voters to identify the most effective messengers. The results showed Obama was the most popular political figure among California Democrats and independents by a wide margin.
In early August, Newsom and Obama spoke on the phone for more than an hour, according to Holder and three other people familiar with the call. The two had little personal history -- Newsom, now seen as a likely 2028 presidential candidate, served as San Francisco mayor and lieutenant governor during Obama's presidency -- but Newsom viewed Obama's support as critical.

California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) at the announcement of his state's new redistricting efforts on Aug. 14 in Los Angeles. (Mike Blake/Reuters)


They strategized on how to shepherd the measure through the legislature and communicate it to the public. Newsom and Pelosi thought Obama would have unmatched impact. Obama made clear he intended to back the plan but was waiting for the right moment.
Obama's eventual endorsement and ad, said a person close to Newsom, was considered "a huge step in their relationship."
By mid-August, Obama began lending his voice to the redistricting fight to ensure it received national attention. When Texas Democrats left the state for two weeks to temporarily block a GOP vote on the new map -- prompting threats from Republicans, civil arrest and removal from office -- Obama called in to one of their meetings at a secret location in Illinois to commend their stance.
He knew the Democratic legislators would have to return to Texas and that Republicans would ultimately pass the map. But he later released a portion of the call to make sure their protest "would make an imprint on the national conversation," according to a person familiar with Obama's thinking.
"I want all of you to be returning feeling invigorated and know that you have helped to lead what is going to be a long struggle," Obama told the lawmakers during a virtual meeting.
Five days later, at a Martha's Vineyard fundraiser for the National Democratic Redistricting Committee, Obama publicly threw his weight behind the California proposal.
"I want to see as a long-term goal that we do not have political gerrymandering in America. That would be my preference," Obama said. "But I want to be very clear: Given that Texas is taking direction from a partisan White House ... I have tremendous respect for how Governor Newsom has approached this."
Almost overnight, Democrats across the country lined up behind Newsom's plan. Within days, the Democratic-dominated California legislature voted to place the new map on the ballot.
Two weeks ago, Obama filmed an ad aimed at motivating Democrats and independents to back Prop 50.
"California, the whole nation is counting on you. Democracy is on the ballot November 4th," Obama says in the ad, as a video shows a shadow of Trump and images of the National Guard and Immigration and Customs Enforcement in U.S. cities. "Republicans want to steal enough seats in Congress to rig the next election and wield unchecked power for two more years. With Prop 50, you can stop Republicans in their tracks."
He sent it to Newsom's team, which added music and other edits and released it last week. The spot is now the most used across California, even as other prominent Democrats have joined the campaign, according to internal metrics obtained by The Post.
Maeve Reston contributed to this report. 
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Politics
Nancy Pelosi has a new challenger. He doesn't want to talk about her.
Scott Wiener, a California state senator, says his run is "not about other candidates" -- including Pelosi.

State Sen. Scott Wiener (D) speaks at a San Francisco rally in 2022. He officially launched his congressional campaign on Wednesday, challenging Rep. Nancy Pelosi. (Marlena Sloss/For The Washington Post)


By Dan Merica | 2025-10-22
Scott Wiener may be running for the congressional seat held by Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-California). But the California state senator does not want to talk about the former House speaker.
"I'm not going to comment on Speaker Emerita Pelosi, other than to say I have enormous respect for her, and that's all I will say," Wiener said in an interview.
Wiener, San Francisco's state senator since 2016, officially announced his congressional campaign Wednesday with a lengthy statement and launch video that touts his desire to stand up to President Donald Trump, as well as his work on LGBTQ rights and housing in San Francisco. In his announcement, he calls for "more than rhetoric and good intentions from Democrats." But nowhere does Weiner mention that he is running for Pelosi's seat.
"I'm running as Scott Wiener, seeking to represent San Francisco in Congress," he said. "It's not about other candidates."
Pelosi, an 85-year-old icon of the Democratic Party, filed a statement of candidacy for her 2026 campaign back in 2024, but she told the San Francisco Examiner this month that she "won't make any announcement [on her future] until we get through" the November special election in California over redistricting in the state. Democrats hope to change California's map, adding safe blue House seats to counter an effort to increase the number of safe GOP seats in Republican-controlled states.
"That is everything to us," she told the local paper.
Wiener has long been interested in Pelosi's seat in Congress but has decided against running in the past, in part, he has said previously, because of the former speaker's status in the party and not wanting to run against her.
But the 2026 midterms come as the Democratic Party is in the midst of intense debate about age and whether it is time for long-serving leaders to be replaced by younger politicians. If Pelosi were to run and win reelection, she would be 88 years old at the end of her term.
Wiener declined to answer questions about whether Pelosi's age played a role in his decision to enter the race, instead stressing his admiration for her.
"I have enormous respect for her. She's moved mountains for the country and for San Francisco," Wiener said. "She has not said whether she's running."
Wiener's refusal to critique Pelosi in regard to her age stands in stark contrast to the way other candidates in Democratic primaries with a generational divide have talked about the issue.
In Massachusetts, Rep. Seth Moulton, 46, is challenging Sen. Edward J. Markey, 79, by focusing intently on the progressive's age. And while the Senate candidates running against Maine Gov. Janet Mills have been careful about discussing her age, the fact that Mills, 77, could become the oldest freshman senator ever has been broadly decried by many in the party.
The other notable candidate challenging Pelosi this cycle has expressly emphasized the former speaker's age.
Saikat Chakrabarti, a 39-year-old software engineer turned political operative who ran Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez's 2018 upset primary campaign in New York, announced his primary challenge against Pelosi with a direct dig at Pelosi's age: "Forty years in Congress is enough."
"People are looking for fighters," Chakrabarti told The Washington Post in April. "This old generation of leadership, they've been around for so long that they don't recognize that this Republican Party is a completely different Republican Party. They're just hoping that the backlash of Trump will build up and we'll let the pendulum swing back our way."
Wiener said Chakrabarti's entrance into the race propelled him to get in.
"There's a race happening. So, it made sense for me to enter the race," Wiener said, adding later that he believes that Chakrabarti had "really no local involvement" before he began running for Congress.
"I really do think it's important for San Francisco to be represented by someone who knows the community, who has shown a deep commitment to the community and who knows how to deliver for the community. And I would," he added.
Asked for a response to Wiener's campaign, a Pelosi spokesperson said the lawmaker is focused on the upcoming election in California.
"Speaker Pelosi is fully focused on her mission to win the Yes on 50 special election in California on November 4th," said Ian Krager. "She urges all Californians to join in that mission on the path to taking back the House for the Democrats."
Wiener formed a congressional exploratory committee in 2023, telling the San Francisco Standard that he was "exploring my options for a potential Congressional run in the event [Pelosi] decides to step down."
Pelosi has not publicly discussed plans for retirement. However, some inside San Francisco's political circles speculate that if the former speaker were to retire, she would be interested in having Christine Pelosi, her daughter, or San Francisco Supervisor Connie Chan run to replace her.
Asked Wednesday what he would do if Pelosi decided to run again, Wiener said that he was "not going to speculate about what the speaker emerita will or won't do."
"I'm in the race," he said. "Period." 
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White House
Can anyone stop Trump's teardown of the East Wing?
Many preservationists fear the answer is no. A pro-Trump review board is expected to approve the president's planned 90,000-square-foot ballroom, too.

Demolition crews continue dismantling parts of the East Wing of the White House on Wednesday. The work is part of preparations for the construction of a new ballroom, ordered by President Donald Trump. (Peter W. Stevenson/The Washington Post)


By Dan Diamond, Paul Schwartzman, Jonathan Edwards | 2025-10-23
President Donald Trump's plan to build a White House ballroom has underscored an oft-overlooked aspect of presidential power: No one could stop the president from tearing down much of the East Wing this week.
The next stage of the project is also likely to proceed with few restraints: The key panel slated to review the president's construction plans is now stocked with Trump allies ready to approve them.

Demolition crews continued tearing down part of the White House East Wing on Oct. 22 to make way for President Donald Trump's long-planned ballroom.


Photos of construction teams knocking down portions of the East Wing, first revealed by The Washington Post on Monday, have rattled city residents, historians and politicians, many of whom contended that Trump was wrongly tearing apart "The People's House" to build his long-desired ballroom.
"It's not his house. It's your house. And he's destroying it," Hillary Clinton, who battled Trump for the presidency in 2016, wrote on social media.
Others contend that Trump's shifting projections and promises -- such as pledging in July that the ballroom wouldn't "interfere" with the White House, and increasing his estimate of cost and how many people will fit in the building -- illustrate the need for more transparency. Conservative commentator Byron York said Trump "needs to tell the public now what he is doing with the East Wing of the White House. And then tell the public why he didn't tell them before he started doing it."
Rebecca Miller, executive director of the D.C. Preservation League, a nonprofit that advocates for protecting historic sites in Washington, said dozens of concerned citizens from the city and around the country have called and emailed her to express outrage.
Miller said she has had to explain that the White House, because of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, is exempt from the required reviews that other federal agencies must undergo when seeking to alter government property.
"Our hands are tied," Miller said, adding that normally government officials discuss major projects with preservationists -- but not this time. "It's very frustrating that there's nothing that the organization can do from a legal or advocacy perspective."
The National Trust for Historic Preservation, a nonprofit created by Congress to help preserve historic buildings, urged the administration "to pause demolition until plans for the proposed ballroom go through the legally required public review processes," including a pair of commissions that have reviewed past White House construction.
Polls have shown many Americans are concerned. YouGov polling conducted Tuesday found that 53 percent opposed demolishing part of the East Wing, 23 percent supported it and the remainder were unsure. YouGov also found that 23 percent believed the ballroom will have a positive effect on the White House, 35 percent believed it will have a negative effect, and the remainder were neutral or unsure.
But the project is moving forward. White House officials said Tuesday to expect a full-scale teardown of the East Wing, defending it as a "modernization" of the building. They also touted past renovations, circulating a fact sheet that argued Trump was continuing a "proud presidential legacy" of changing the White House grounds -- although the swimming pool, tennis pavilion and other past projects they highlighted pale next to the president's planned 90,000-square-foot ballroom, which would be nearly twice the footprint of the 55,000-square-foot main section of the White House next door. Trump said this week that the ballroom will seat nearly 1,000 people, up from an earlier estimate of about 650.
He also said Wednesday that the project will cost $300 million, up from his initial claim of $200 million, and defended the decision to tear down the East Wing.
"In order to do it properly, we had to take down the existing structure," Trump told reporters.

On Oct. 22, President Donald Trump showed ballroom renderings and said the costly White House renovation will be completely paid for by him and his donors.


The White House said it would soon send ballroom plans to the National Capital Planning Commission, which is required to review any external construction project at the White House and will decide whether to approve the new building. But the 12-member board is now led by a majority of Trump allies, including its chairman, Trump staff secretary Will Scharf.
Officials have said that the NCPC has no role in stopping demolition on federal property. "What we deal with is essentially construction -- vertical build," Scharf said at the commission's Sept. 4 meeting.
Past members of the NCPC previously told The Post that distinguishing between preparation work and literal construction is not how the commission has worked in the past. Instead, the agencies have held off on all work, including demolition, until final commission approval, said former chairman L. Preston Bryant Jr.
Large projects in the past have endured a rigorous, four-step review ending with a presentation at a public meeting, Bryant said. At each stage, commissioners and staff give feedback on details including aesthetics and environmental impacts. All construction or renovation of federal buildings in the D.C. region goes through some sort of review.
"Whether you're expanding a sidewalk, putting up a mobile cell tower or putting a new wing on the Pentagon, you've got to come to us. It's big stuff and little stuff," Bryant said in August. He noted that two White House projects from the past decade -- replacement of a perimeter fence and construction of a tennis pavilion -- took more than a year to move through the commission. Neither involved changing the White House itself.

The view of the East Wing's demolition on Tuesday. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


The National Trust for Historic Preservation and other groups have separately appealed to the Commission of Fine Arts, a seven-member panel that helps guide design projects related to the nation's capital and is currently stocked with appointees named by President Joe Biden, saying that the ballroom project requires the CFA's approval.
But the White House may sidestep the CFA's review, citing historical precedent, architectural experts said. During a 1947 battle with President Harry S. Truman, who sought to add a balcony to the White House, CFA's then-chairman said the panel could serve only in an "advisory" role to the president. Truman ultimately proceeded with his plans, setting an example that Trump appears poised to follow.
The CFA also is dealing with a leadership vacuum: Architect Billie Tsien, who had chaired the commission since 2021, recently resigned from the panel. Tsien, who is helping construct the Obama Presidential Center in Chicago, told The Post in August that she was removing herself from the CFA because her term had expired and she assumed that Trump would not reappoint her.
The White House declined to comment on whether it believed CFA approval was necessary for the ballroom project to move forward. An official who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss ongoing construction said that "all necessary agencies and entities who need to review the project" were in the process of being consulted.
Some experts argued that there is still a chance to slow Trump's project. Sara Bronin, who last year stepped down as chair of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, an agency that reviews federal construction projects, said that while the White House is exempt from the National Historic Preservation Act, the National Park Service -- which is involved with the ballroom project -- is not.
As a result, Bronin believes that outside groups could file suit to potentially halt the project if the administration cannot prove it has undertaken required reviews.
"This is the kind of shortsighted government action that inspired Congress to pass the National Historic Preservation Act six decades ago," said Bronin, a George Washington University law professor, citing the law's Section 106 provisions that mandate reviews. "It's for federal agencies to stop, look and listen before they proceed with action that could harm historic properties."
The administration has taken steps to keep details of the construction from the public. After images spread Monday, employees of the Treasury Department were told not to share photographs of the adjacent demolition site.
The White House has released few details on the project's funding -- and has not sought permission from Congress, which is empowered with authorizing all federal spending. Trump officials have touted that the planned ballroom will be paid for by private donations, including from wealthy individuals and large companies that have contracts with the federal government, including Amazon, Lockheed Martin and Palantir Technologies. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Post.) The donations are being managed by the Trust for the National Mall, a nonprofit that helped manage the restoration of the Washington Monument after it was damaged in a 2011 earthquake and other federal projects.
Many local residents this week have questioned the project. Gloria Black, a resident of Alexandria, Virginia, said she was particularly concerned after seeing images of the torn-down East Wing, which she and other area residents discussed at a community meeting Monday night.
Black told The Post that she wanted more transparency about the companies and donors involved in the project and whether they stood to gain from their participation. She also questioned why Trump had made the ballroom a personal priority.
"How much of his time is his involvement likely to be taking away from other very serious national and international matters?" Black said.
Others say they support Trump's effort. Patrick Mara, chair of D.C.'s Republican Party, said he agrees with Trump's vision that the White House needs more space to accommodate guests.
"Sounds a little absurd, but there really isn't a lot of space for events," Mara said.
Pegge Caccavari, a Trump supporter who lives in McLean, Virginia, said the plans would have become mired in red tape if Trump had submitted them before starting demolition.
"How many years would it have taken for an approval to transpire?" said the retired mortgage broker. "They're not doing anything outrageous. More people than ever are going to want to see the beauty of the White House."
Trump has maintained that a ballroom is a long-needed addition to the campus -- and a personal priority. David Axelrod, an Obama adviser, has said that Trump pitched him in 2010 on the project.
Trump told The Post in 2016 that, if elected, he did not plan to make changes to the White House. "I'd leave it the way it is," he said at the time.
But in his second term, the increasingly emboldened president has moved to remake the White House grounds, changing them to increasingly resemble the luxury properties he has built and lived in for decades.
The president paved over the 112-year-old Rose Garden, saying that guests' shoes too often sunk into the ground. The overhauled site -- which Trump has dubbed the "Rose Garden Club," evoking his Mar-a-Lago resort in Florida -- hosted two events Tuesday.
Trump also has cited the ballroom he built at his property in Turnberry, Scotland, as a model. The White House has said the ballroom project, which is being overseen by McCrery Architects, will be built in a classical style that is integrated with the surrounding buildings.
Architects have offered mixed reviews of the ballroom, with some decrying its likely size and others saying they wished to see more details before weighing in. The American Institute of Architects in August called for a "rigorous" review before construction.
"It is a very challenging project, to build a large ballroom next to the president's house," said Duncan Stroik, an architecture professor at the University of Notre Dame, adding that he was curious if the new ballroom would reference the history of the United States through symbols, ornament and art.
Stroik, who was appointed by Trump in 2019 to the Commission of Fine Arts for a four-year term that ended in 2023, also praised lead architect James McCrery II, a past colleague, as an "excellent" choice to construct the ballroom.

A model of the White House during a ballroom fundraising dinner in the East Room on Oct. 15. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Preservationists have mostly panned the project. Shelly Repp, chair of the Committee of 100 on the Federal City, a century-old nonprofit "dedicated to safeguarding and advancing Washington's historic distinction," said he was "shocked" when he learned of the plan, "and I'm still shocked now that they're knocking down the East Wing."
"There's nothing wrong with a president doing stuff," Repp said. "The question is, what is he doing? In this case, he's doing something that doesn't fit within the character of the White House."
Repp said he did not object to what Trump did to the Rose Garden because "I assume it's reversible." Demolishing the East Wing, he said, "is not reversible."
Trump has a history of rankling preservationists that dates back to his years as a New York developer. In the early 1980s, after razing the Bonwit Teller department store on Fifth Avenue to make way for Trump Tower, he promised to donate to the Metropolitan Museum of Art several art deco treasures from the building's edifice, including a pair of 15-foot-tall reliefs depicting nude women and an ornate grill from the entrance. Instead, Trump's workmen jackhammered the reliefs, and the grill vanished.
Cat Zakrzewski and Steve Hendrix contributed to this report.
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Politics
Former GOP senator John Sununu announces bid for old seat in New Hampshire
Sununu is aiming to replace retiring Sen. Jeanne Shaheen in a race in which his party hopes to replace a Democrat with a Republican.

Then-Sen. John E. Sununu (R-New Hampshire) spars with Democratic rival and former governor Jeanne Shaheen during a 2008 debate. (David Lane/New Hampshire Union Leader/AP)


By Maegan Vazquez | 2025-10-22
Former senator John E. Sununu (R) said Wednesday that he is running to reclaim his old seat representing New Hampshire, hoping to return to the chamber to replace Democratic Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, who is retiring next year.
In a video posted online Wednesday, the Republican pitched himself as a candidate who would help "calm the waters" in a "loud, dysfunctional, even angry" Congress.
Sununu has been an outspoken critic of President Donald Trump in the past and has supported GOP rivals in Trump's presidential primaries. His candidacy will be a test of how that brand of politics plays in the current political environment and whether Trump is willing to overlook Sununu's past as he weighs an endorsement in the race.
"Maybe you're surprised to hear that I'm running for the Senate again. I'm a bit surprised myself. Why would anyone subject themselves to everything going on there right now?" Sununu said in the video. "Well, somebody has to step up and lower the temperature. Somebody has to get things done."
Republicans see Shaheen's retirement as a potential opportunity to flip the Senate seat and help defend their majority in the 2026 midterm elections. The Cook Political Report rates the 2026 Senate race in New Hampshire as one that leans toward Democrats.
In his video launching his run, Sununu said he would focus on "making our lives more affordable" and also vowed to "protect Medicare" and "really tackle our health care costs" -- issues that have come into focus amid the ongoing government shutdown.
Though Sununu is a well-known brand in New Hampshire politics, he will not have the Republican field to himself. Scott Brown, a former U.S. senator for Massachusetts who served as Trump's first-term ambassador to New Zealand and Samoa, is also running.
Rep. Chris Pappas is the front-runner for Shaheen's seat among Democrats.
After Sununu announced his run, Kristen Cianci, regional communications director for the Republican National Committee, said in a statement that "New Hampshire voters are witnessing a formidable Republican field poised to make this seat competitive in 2026."
Sununu represented New Hampshire in the House from 1997 to 2003 and in the Senate until 2009 after being voted out in favor of Shaheen, who won the 2008 race with 52 percent of the vote, compared with 45 percent for Sununu. Shaheen, a former governor of New Hampshire, is serving her third term in the Senate.
Sununu hails from a family long known in the world of New Hampshire politics. His younger brother, Chris Sununu, and his father, John H. Sununu, both served as governors of the state. His father later was President George H.W. Bush's chief of staff.
Trump has not endorsed a candidate in the Senate race in New Hampshire, and Sununu's past opposition to Trump is well-documented.
In 2016, Sununu endorsed then-Ohio Gov. John Kasich in the Republican presidential primary, and in 2024, he supported former South Carolina governor Nikki Haley. The day before the 2024 New Hampshire primaries, the New Hampshire Union Leader published an op-ed from Sununu titled, "Donald Trump is a loser."
The former senator has downplayed the influence of a potential Trump endorsement in swaying the race.
"Look, this is going to be about New Hampshire. New Hampshire voters, New Hampshire values, putting together a strong campaign," Sununu said in an interview with WMUR, an ABC affiliate in the state, last month, during which he confirmed he was exploring a Senate run. "I would want to win support, if I were to run, across the entire spectrum, and obviously that includes the president."
Since leaving Congress, Sununu has been working in the private sector, including serving on corporate boards. The New Hampshire Democratic Party has seized on that private-sector work as a line of attack, launching a website claiming that Sununu "will work for corporations and special interests, not for Granite Staters."
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Opinions
The silent success of the Middle East's peace treaties
A brutal war tested regional peace -- and showed treaties could withstand the test.

U.S. President Jimmy Carter, Egyptian President Anwar Sadat and Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin at the signing of the Israel-Egypt peace treaty. (AP) 


By Yuval Noah Harari | 2025-10-23
Yuval Noah Harari is a historian and the author of "Sapiens," "Unstoppable Us," and "Nexus."
The war that began on Oct. 7, 2023, proved that, in the Middle East, peace treaties are reliable. When Hamas launched its attack on Israel, it did not break any peace treaty, for Hamas never signed such a treaty and was always very open about its intention to destroy Israel. In the two years following the Oct. 7 attack, all the treaties Israel did sign with its Arab neighbors held firm.
Hamas hoped that its attack would trigger an all-out Arab onslaught on Israel, but this failed to materialize. The only entities that undertook direct hostile actions against Israel were Hezbollah, the Houthis, Iran and various Iranian-backed militias in Syria and Iraq -- none of which had ever recognized Israel's right to exist. In contrast, Egypt did not break the peace treaty it signed with Israel in 1979; Jordan did not break the peace treaty signed in 1994; and the gulf states did not break the treaties signed in 2020. In fact, these Arab countries deepened their military ties with Israel during the war, and in various ways helped it to defend itself. For example, in April 2024 and again in June 2025, Jordan's air force intercepted Iranian drones and missiles headed to Israel with the help of advance warnings from the gulf states.
The Palestinian Authority, too, remained peaceful, despite relentless pressure from Hamas and despite many provocations from the Israeli government and Israeli settlers in the West Bank. As for the Palestinian citizens of Israel itself, they maintained their covenant with their state. On the day of the Oct. 7 massacre and in the following weeks, Hamas hoped that Palestinian citizens of Israel will rise up, and many Jewish Israelis were terrified that their Arab neighbors might attack them. But the very opposite happened. Many Arab-Israelis came to assist their Jewish neighbors, and some paid for it with their lives. For instance, Abed al-Rahman Alnasarah and Awad Darawshe were both killed by Hamas terrorists while trying to rescue people from the Nova music festival.
During the following two years, tens of thousands of Palestinian Israelis served loyally in Israel's hospitals, clinics, government agencies, police forces and even in some military units. The leadership of the Arab-Israeli community consistently condemned the Oct. 7 massacre and called for peace.
Israel's military power has been a critical ingredient in maintaining the peace with neighbors such as Egypt and Jordan. But the events of the past two years indicate that military capabilities by themselves cannot secure long-term stability. On Oct. 7, 2023, Israel enjoyed overwhelming military superiority over Hamas, but this proved insufficient to prevent the war from erupting, or to fully achieve Israel's war aims in two years of devastating conflict.
Those who argue that Israel's security can be guaranteed only by eliminating the military capabilities of any potential enemy should consider the case of Egypt. For many years, Egypt was Israel's most dangerous enemy. In pure military terms Egypt, which commands more than 1 million military personnel and shares a long land border with Israel, still poses a far bigger threat to Israel than either Hamas or Iran. Does this mean Israel must mount a preemptive strike on Egypt, and destroy Egypt's huge armed forces before it is too late? Not even the most extreme hawks in the Israeli government support such a mad course of action. Everyone acknowledges that it is far better to adhere to the peace treaty between Egypt and Israel.
The Middle East has a reputation for being a particularly violent part of the world, but it is worth remembering that it is also the birthplace of the peace treaty. A clay tablet dated to 2350 B.C. records a treaty between the Syrian city-states of Ebla and Abarsal. More well-documented is the treaty that was concluded around 1259 B.C. between the Egyptian and Hittite empires. After around 70 years of inconclusive and bloody warfare, the two sides agreed to refrain from all mutual aggression, respect each other's territory, and even provide each other with help in times of necessity. The signatories promised that their descendants "shall remain in our state of brotherhood, in our state of peace, and the land of Egypt and the land of Hatti shall be peaceful and brotherly like us for ever." The treaty held firm for close to a century, until the eventual collapse of the Hittite Empire for reasons unrelated to Egypt. In fact, Egypt did its best to help the Hittites in times of crisis, for example by sending grain supplies to help the Hittites deal with a prolonged food shortage. It is true that the Egyptians and Hittites were motivated to sign and keep the peace because both faced new enemies like the Assyrians and the Sea Peoples. But discovering common interests is the foundation of every successful peace treaty.
As we reflect on the terrible events of the past two years, we should not let the silent success of Middle Eastern peace treaties be drowned out by the echoes of violent explosions. The peace treaties Israel had signed with its Arab neighbors have been put to an extremely severe test, and they have held. After years of horrific war, this should encourage people on all sides to give another chance to peace. Indeed, the relative success of Middle Eastern peace treaties holds a lesson for conflicts in many other parts of the world. As Frank Sinatra once sang of New York: If peace can make it in the Middle East, it can make it anywhere.
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Opinions
Hold your noses, New Yorkers. Here's the best choice for mayor.
As Louisiana voters can tell you, sometimes you have to go with the least-worst candidate.

Former New York governor Andrew M. Cuomo, a candidate for mayor of New York, speaks during a debate last week. (Angelina Katsanis/Reuters) 


By Marc Thiessen | 2025-10-23
In the 1991 Louisiana governor's race, voters were faced with two revolting choices: David Duke, a neo-Nazi and former grand wizard of the Ku Klux Klan, and Edwin Edwards, a former three-term Democratic governor who had been indicted and acquitted on corruption charges.
Edwards' supporters printed bumper stickers with what became an unofficial slogan of his campaign: "Vote for the Crook: It's Important."
Well, today, New Yorkers face an equally unpalatable choice between the Marxist Zohran Mamdani and Andrew M. Cuomo, the sleazy former three-term Democratic governor who was forced to resign in a sexual harassment scandal and whom many New Yorkers blame for the deaths of their grandparents during the covid pandemic.
Well, to those New Yorkers I say: "Vote for the Sleazeball: It's important."
Let's be clear: Cuomo does not belong in Gracie Mansion. He left the governor's office in disgrace after a state investigation found he sexually harassed 11 women and then carried out a campaign to exact retribution against one of his accusers (Cuomo has denied any wrongdoing). During the covid pandemic, he forced more than 9,000 covid-positive patients back into nursing homes and then tried to cover up the number of deaths that resulted. He was facing impeachment by the Democratic-controlled New York Senate when he resigned. Now, he's trying to make an improbable and undeserved political comeback.
New Yorkers should hold their noses and pull the lever for him anyway -- because that's the only way to stop Mamdani from becoming mayor.
Mamdani has expressed clear Marxist views including support for "seizing the means of production" and the "abolition of private property" and said wants to establish government grocery stores, a $30 minimum wage, take over private property from bad landlords, and raise property taxes on "richer and whiter neighborhoods." On X, he has endorsed Karl Marx's dictum "Each according to their need, each according to their ability" -- the textbook definition of communism that was incorporated by Joseph Stalin into the constitution of the Soviet Union. Mamdani claims he is not a communist, but a democratic socialist. You know who else made that claim? The German Democratic Republic (East Germany), the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (North Vietnam) and the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (North Korea).
He is also a longtime supporter of the antisemitic BDS movement. At Bowdoin College, he helped found the campus chapter of the radical Students for Justice in Palestine -- the same group that has roiled colleges across the nation with pro-Hamas protests since the Oct. 7 terrorist attack. In an interview with Fox News' Martha McCallum last week, Mamdani claimed to have no opinion on whether Hamas, a U.S.-designated terrorist group, should lay down its arms and give up any role in the leadership of Gaza (he later backtracked during a mayoral debate).
This man has no business leading New York City, the global center of democratic capitalism and home to the largest Jewish population in America.
Louisiana voters had one advantage over New Yorkers today: a clear choice between two awful candidates. In New York, by contrast, Mamdani can win without a majority in a divided field. Mamdani currently is leading with about 43 percent support, while Cuomo has 29 percent, followed perennial Republican candidate Curtis Sliwa at 19 percent, according to a new AARP/Gotham Polling survey. In other words, Sliwa and Cuomo are dividing the anti-Mamdani vote. If Sliwa were to drop out, the poll found, the race would tighten, with Mamdani ahead 45 percent to Cuomo's 41 percent, within the margin of error.
But Sliwa refuses to step aside, even though he has no chance of winning. The days when New Yorkers would turn to a Republican like former mayor Rudy Giuliani to clean up the city are long gone. That is why is no serious elected Republican entered the mayor's race. Sliwa should have gotten out a long time ago to let Cuomo take on Mamdani mano a mano.
Sometimes in a democracy you don't get to elect the candidate you like; you only get to choose the least worst candidate. And in this race, the least worst candidate is Cuomo.
By the way, if you're wondering what happened in Louisiana three decades ago, Edwards won. He went on to serve a fourth term as governor, only to be indicted again. This time he was found guilty on 17 counts -- including racketeering, extortion, fraud and conspiracy -- for kickbacks he received for riverboat gambling licenses, including accepting a suitcase stuffed with $400,000 in cash. He served eight years in prison.
But electing him was the best decision Louisiana voters ever made. And, hard as it is for me to write these words, electing Andrew M. Cuomo would be the best decision New Yorkers ever made as well.
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Opinions
Trump is ignoring the real threat matrix
A puzzling pivot to the Caribbean increasingly leaves Europe to answer Putin's aggression on its own. 

Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro in Caracas this month. (Federico Parra/AFP/Getty Images)


By David Ignatius | 2025-10-23
"Why America Slept." That might be the title of a future book examining the Trump administration's shift of national security focus away from a mounting Russian threat against Europe and toward a noxious but relatively impotent network of drug gangs in Venezuela.
This misallocation of priorities is evident across the Trump administration. The FBI's most experienced national security agents have been purged; cyber defenses at several agencies have been slashed; scores of veteran CIA analysts and operations officers have quit or been forced out; alliances with friendly intelligence services have weakened.
Meanwhile, according to White House spokeswoman Anna Kelly: "The President will continue to use every element of American power to stop drugs from flooding into our country and to bring those responsible to justice." President Donald Trump said last week he had "authorized" CIA covert action against Venezuela and its president, Nicolas Maduro. "We have a lot of drugs coming in from Venezuela," he explained.
"Great-power suicide" is how former CIA director William J. Burns described the self-inflicted damage to national security resources in a recent article for the Atlantic. "We've put at risk the network of alliances and partnerships that is the envy of our rivals. We've even gutted the research funding that powers our economy," he wrote.
Trump's reluctance to confront Russian President Vladimir Putin militarily, even as he chases Maduro, confounds U.S. allies in NATO. Germany's intelligence agencies have warned in recent briefings that "Russia is now highly active in infiltrating the German armed forces and undermining the stability of NATO," German defense analyst Nico Lange posted on X last week.
European leaders issued a joint statement Tuesday warning about Russia's threat to the continent. "We must ramp up the pressure on Russia's economy and its defense industry, until Putin is ready to make peace," the statement said. NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte visited the White House on Wednesday to make the same argument.
After meeting with Rutte, Trump announced new sanctions against two of Russia's biggest energy companies. "These are tremendous sanctions. These are very big," Trump declared in the Oval Office. But the sanctions are well short of the Tomahawk missiles and other military steps that Ukraine had sought. And there's no sign that more sanctions, by themselves, will force Putin to the peace table.
European countries now feel they're directly in the firing line, without an adequate American shield.
"Multiple European countries have suffered successive waves of clandestine attacks organised and directed by Moscow," noted a recent analysis of Russian "mayhem" by the Center for the Study of the Presidency and Congress. Though the United States hasn't been hit by sabotage, such attacks would be easier because of "the dismantling of U.S. federal agencies previously tasked with detecting and preventing such attacks," the report noted.
While the administration surges military and intelligence resources to the Caribbean to confront Maduro, it is slashing funding for more basic national security priorities. The staff at the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency, for example, has been cut from 3,300 when Trump became president to 2,200, according to Sen. Angus King (I-Maine).
"We are unilaterally disarming in the face of an escalating threat," King told me this week. He said that a cyberspace commission he co-chaired reported this month that the number of its recommendations made in 2020 that are now "fully implemented" has dropped from 48 percent to 35 percent over the past year. Cyberdefense projects at the State Department and other agencies have been abolished or cut sharply, he said.
Mark R. Warner (D-Virginia), vice chair of the Senate Intelligence Committee, warned in a speech last month that "the integrity of our intelligence is being sacrificed on the altar of partisan convenience." As an example, he cited the firing of two officials on the National Intelligence Council "because their well-documented, evidence-based assessment of the Venezuelan Tren de Aragua criminal network did not align with the administration's preferred narrative" that it was a terrorist group directed by Maduro. The administration ordered a new analysis that justified its mission.
The Trump team's purge of experienced national security leaders is documented in a 68-page complaint filed last month by Brian Driscoll and two other former top FBI officials against FBI Director Kash Patel and other administration officials. Driscoll alleges that even before Trump's inauguration, he was asked by a transition official named Paul Ingrassia whether he had voted for Trump and whether he planned to punish FBI agents involved in the raid that found classified documents at Mar-a-Lago. (Ingrassia this week withdrew his nomination to head the Office of Special Counsel because of Senate opposition.)
Driscoll alleges in the complaint that he refused to answer Ingrassia's political questions and balked at the pressure for retribution. The complaint says that Patel told him in early August, "The FBI tried to put the president in jail, and he hasn't forgotten it." Driscoll was fired three days later.
With so many experienced leaders of the FBI's national security, counterterrorism, foreign intelligence and cyber divisions gone, "people are concerned that there will be an attack, a mass casualty event, that the bureau misses," one intelligence expert told me.
This politicization of U.S. intelligence has begun to erode the confidence of partners. The two leaders of the Dutch intelligence agencies told a Dutch newspaper last week that they were reducing the amount of intelligence they shared with the CIA and National Security Agency. "We sometimes don't tell things anymore, that is true," said Peter Reesink, head of the military intelligence agency. "We are very alert to the politicization of intelligence and to human rights violations," explained Erik Akerboom, head of the civilian spy agency.
Intelligence cooperation is close to hardwired among the U.S., Britain and the other three English-speaking "Five Eyes" partners. But even some of the Five Eyes services are moderating what they tell Washington, U.S. intelligence officials believe.
What worries intelligence veterans is that Trump is balking at countering a real Russian drive to subjugate Ukraine and sabotage NATO -- and focusing instead on military strikes against drug cartels and Maduro.
Quite apart from the mismatch of priorities, CIA covert actions in Latin America rarely end happily. That's especially likely in Venezuela, where a corrupt military supports Maduro, the U.S. lacks a well-trained local insurgency to partner with, and the government receives potent intelligence and military support from Cuba and Iran.
Jack Devine, a former senior CIA officer who oversaw several covert projects in Latin America, cautions against any assumption that you can "just light a spark" and trigger a successful coup. His advice: "Don't do covert action without congressional support and a strong indigenous force. If you go in, do it hard. Don't dabble," he told me. "Otherwise, you're opening Pandora's box."
Trump certainly wouldn't be the first president to mask a retreat on a big problem by assaulting a smaller one. President Ronald Reagan attacked the tiny island of Grenada after U.S. Marines were killed in Beirut in 1983. But when you look at the threat matrix around the world, it seems to me Trump has his priorities upside down.
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The Post's View
Trump put universities in a bind. U-Va. charted a way out.
Colleges need more viewpoint diversity but not external monitors to enforce it.

The Lawn at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville. (Julia Rendleman for The Washington Post)


By Editorial Board | 2025-10-23
The University of Virginia on Wednesday became the first public institution to reach a settlement with the Trump administration to resolve multiple investigations into its diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI) policies. The deal is probably the best the state's flagship school could have hoped to secure: It won't pay any financial penalty, nor will it be forced to hire an external monitor to ensure that there is no DEI on campus.
In July, Columbia University accepted both of those conditions in exchange for the return of withheld research funding.
President Donald Trump's team has placed elite universities on the horns of an age-old dilemma: freedom or security? If schools submit to government dictates aimed at de-wokification, they face fewer funding cuts and an end to intrusive federal investigations. In exchange for a lighter touch, however, the administration has also tried to curtail academic freedom. Higher education leaders have been negotiating this balance with varying degrees of success, looking to their peers for cues.
U-Va. agreed to abide by recent guidance for recipients of federal funding, which disfavors almost all preferential treatment by race or other protected characteristic. To avoid an outside monitor, Mr. Jefferson's university promises to provide data to the Justice Department every quarter through 2028 and its president will personally certify that the school is in compliance.
Universities understandably want to stop fighting with Trump, who has proven willing to choke off federal funds. Proponents of aggressive affirmative action will no doubt be dismayed by the deal, which leaves the university precious little room to balance its classes or its faculty by race. But they should take heart that the deal seems confined mostly to areas the government has traditionally overseen, rather than more sweeping intrusions on academic freedom and First Amendment rights.
This comes amid a year of ferment in Charlottesville, including the resignation of the university's president under pressure from the Trump administration in June and a vote by the Board of Visitors to dissolve the DEI office in March. Last week, Virginia rejected the compact that the administration offered it and eight other schools to provide privileged access to research funds for agreeing to various limitations on its curriculum, admissions and tuition.
The original compact proposed meddling in curricular decisions that are at the core of the university's truth-seeking mission, such as getting rid of programs that "purposefully punish, belittle, and even spark violence against conservative ideas." Agreeing to that would have undermined the university's mission in a way that accepting scrutiny of admissions, DEI programs and the use of race in hiring does not.
Whatever your opinion of its reading of civil rights law, the Trump administration is right that campuses need more viewpoint diversity and tolerance for those challenging orthodoxies. Monocultures tend to be insular and prone to groupthink, and academics are not exempt from this tendency. Disciplines that touch on politics are worse off if more than half the political spectrum is missing from discussions. Nor will such skewed classrooms be welcoming places for conservative students, who have as much right to an education as anyone else.
But viewpoint diversity cannot be micromanaged. Universities that it for its own sake will find their scholarship getting better and better. But places that allow bureaucrats to impose diversity mandates from the outside, whether on the right or the left, will find themselves bogged down by endless political fighting as the pendulum swings from one administration to another.
For now, it seems U-Va. interim president Paul G. Mahoney has hashed out an arrangement that will get the feds off his back without eroding the core values of a top-tier institution of higher learning. Other universities should take note as they navigate these choppy waters: If you trade freedom for some temporary security, you are likely to end up with neither.
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The Post's View
Detroit and its outgoing mayor model big-city comeback
Zohran Mamdani could learn a lot from Mike Duggan.

Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan. (Bill Pugliano/Getty Images)


By Editorial Board | 2025-10-23
A dozen years ago, Detroit stood out as America's decaying symbol of urban dysfunction. Once the nation's fourth-largest city, its population dipped below 700,000 in 2013 for the first time since World War I. With the nation's highest homicide rate, Motor City became known as "Murder City." It was one of the poorest big cities in America, with the highest child poverty rate and the worst unemployment. That year, Detroit gained the ignominy of being the largest city in America to ever declare bankruptcy.
After 12 years of sound management, Detroit has bounced back like an urban Lazarus. Its rebound offers lessons for other struggling large cities. Detroit has seen its first population uptick in decades. Unemployment, at 8.8 percent, is still above the national average but down from its peak of 23 percent. Homicides fell last year to their lowest since 1965. The once desolate streets of downtown are bustling. Even the Detroit Lions football team, which failed to win a single game in 2008, is playing like a Super Bowl contender.
On the fiscal side, Detroit has now had 12 consecutive balanced budgets and managed to put $500 million into a rainy day fund. The city's bond rating has gone from junk to investor grade.
Bankruptcy helped. The city shed $7 billion in liabilities out of $12 billion in unsecured debt. About 21,000 city pensioners were forced to accept reduced payouts and a loss of generous health benefits. Bondholders had to swallow losses.
But a lot of the credit for Detroit's turnaround goes to Mayor Mike Duggan. He was a little-known former county official when he made an unlikely run for mayor in 2013. He ran as a write-in candidate in the non-partisan primary after opponents took court action to force him from the ballot because he hadn't lived inside the city limits long enough. He lacked the backing of major unions and Black churches, long prerequisites to winning citywide. And he was a White man running to be mayor of a city that was 80 percent Black.
What Duggan had was a track record as a turnaround artist, having rescued the financially ailing Detroit Medical Center hospital system. Detroiters were willing to try something, and someone, new.
He focused initially on quality-of-life issues, the mundane stuff of governing. He relit the city's streetlights, 40 percent of which were broken, and partnered with businesses to install security cameras. He demolished almost all of the 47,000 abandoned and dilapidated homes that had become eyesores and drug dens.
The population exodus had left behind a large stock of fixable homes, which attracted young first-time homebuyers from more expensive markets. The flight of business from downtown meant large tracts of commercial property were available at discount prices. Duggan used generous tax breaks and other incentives to become a magnet for job creators. Working with a largely cooperative city council, he offered hundreds of millions of dollars in tax abatements. The Ford Motor Company, for example, received a $104 million break for its renovation of the historic Michigan Central Station.
Another beneficiary was billionaire Dan Gilbert, founder of Quicken Loans and owner of the Cleveland Cavaliers, who bought vast amounts of downtown real estate. Gilbert's latest addition to Detroit's skyline is a 681-foot skyscraper for offices and apartments on the site of the old Hudson's department store.
Duggan's revival strategy has gotten predictable criticism from the left. They don't like tax breaks for the rich and complain that the benefits of redevelopment has been too slow to trickle down. But Detroiters have liked what they got: Duggan was reelected twice with over 70 percent.
The mayor opted not to seek a fourth term so he can run for Michigan governor in 2026 as an independent. The leading candidate in the polls to replace him in the Nov. 4 mayoral election, City Council President Mary Sheffield, promises to continue Duggan's policies while also offering what she calls a more "progressive" and "people-centered" agenda.
What enabled Detroit's turnaround is no secret: Make hard choices to get the fiscal house in order, instead of promising "free" stuff the city cannot afford. Partner with businesses and investors, instead of chasing them away with higher corporate taxes and so-called "millionaire's taxes." Focus on reducing crime, instead of demonizing and defunding the police.
If democratic socialist Zohran Mamdani wins the mayor's race in New York, he'd be wise to take a trip to Detroit. Mayor Duggan has lessons to offer.
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Opinions
I want the GOP to keep control of the House. But not this way.
My fellow Indiana Republicans shouldn't cave to White House pressure to redistrict. 

Demonstrators rally against redistricting at the Indiana Statehouse in Indianapolis on Sept. 18. (Michael Conroy/AP)


By Mitch Daniels | 2025-10-23
I have kept almost entirely quiet about matters of partisan politics ever since leaving elective office more than a dozen years ago. But watching the national drive to redraw congressional district lines mid-decade prompts a temporary departure from my bleacher seat. My home state of Indiana is on the national Republican target list for new lines, as part of the quest to ensure continued control of the House. While the outcome sought is one I support, the tactic being employed to get there is not, and I hope earnestly that my state's leaders will politely decline to participate.
The recent actions in Texas and North Carolina are not without precedent, but almost. Aside from court-ordered redraws in 1960s Georgia and 1990s North Carolina, exceptions to the long-established custom of decennial, post-census redistricting have been very rare. The most flagrant example of out-of-cycle gerrymandering was -- here's a surprise -- the work of Illinois Democrats in the 1980s.
Indiana's governor and legislators have been under extraordinary pressure to reshape the state's map. Delegations have been invited to meetings with White House political types, and even into the Oval Office, to be lobbied on the topic. The president has phoned in to legislative caucus meetings. Vice President JD Vance made a special visit to the state to argue the case. Since Indiana, mercifully, has a part-time legislature, a redo would require the governor to convene a special session, a not inexpensive proposition. So he, too, has been leaned on, heavily, I'm sure.
A plausible rationale for a do-over would be to redress an obvious injustice in the current lines, but that situation does not obtain here. Indiana's map is visually reasonable, salamander-free; the districts are compact and for the most part respect county lines. Republicans drew this map and have no unfairness to complain about; with about 60 percent of the state's total congressional votes cast, they won seven out of nine House seats.
The arguments to which Indiana Republicans are being subjected are, to be charitable, unpersuasive. "They do it, so we should, too." Yes, there are egregious examples, like our neighbor to the west, where 53 percent of the 2024 vote translated into 82 percent of the Illinois U.S. House seats. But when, across the country, a 50.56 percent Republican House vote total resulted in 50.6 percent of the seats, it's hard to conclude that the national scales are severely tilted.
"We'll be punished by the administration if we don't cooperate." That sounds like the reaction to some puffed-up White House apparatchik's mouthing off, but in any event it's a bluff that a self-respecting state ought to call.
Then there are the calls to exact electoral retribution for the killing of conservative Charlie Kirk. The horror of Kirk's death calls for forceful and sustained condemnation, but bending the democratic process further out of shape should not be part of it. Besides, there's that rule your mom taught you about "two wrongs."
To top things off, the Sturm und Drang occasioned by an Indiana lunge for more partisan lines would concern, at most, one seat. The reason the state's districts are so geographically sensible while yielding a disproportionately Republican seat count is that Democratic voters are clustered. The county that is coterminous with Indianapolis delivered 18 percent of all statewide Democratic House votes in 2024; its Democratic member of Congress won with more than a two-thirds majority.
No amount of line-drawing artistry can turn that area into a Republican seat, so that leaves the state's northwest corner, where the Democratic margin has been in the mid-50s. Conceivably some computer could carve out a winnable GOP district. The attempt, which might not even work, would, I'm convinced, come at the expense of public disgust; Hoosiers, like most Americans, place a high value on fairness and react badly to its naked violation.
During an appearance at Purdue University in 2021, chess champion and human rights activist Garry Kasparov -- whose knowledge of genuine authoritarianism, and the collapse of a democracy, was first-hand -- said of his fellow Russians, "What we didn't understand is that democracy is a process, not a result. The minute you decide that your guy, with all the best intentions ... can violate the rules, rig the results ... that's it."
As with other aspects of the currently debased public square -- lawfare, demonizing opponents, the normalization of infantilism and profanity in public discourse -- someone has to lead in climbing out of the mudhole. The side that does will not be unilaterally disarming; it will be establishing itself as the proper custodian of a system that most Americans still want to trust and believe in.
I don't underestimate the pressure Indiana's leaders are under, and I empathize with them in the predicament they face, but I hope they'll quietly and respectfully pass on this idea. Their duty is to the citizens and the future of our state, not to a national political organization or a temporary occupant of the White House. And doing the right thing, by the way, really would be its own reward.
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Letters to the Editor
Who are the beneficiaries of academia's sweetheart deal? All of us.
Readers respond to recent Post articles and commentary.

(Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Letters to the Editor | 2025-10-22
We agree with Megan McArdle's Oct. 20 op-ed, "The sweetheart deal is over for academia," that higher education would benefit from greater viewpoint diversity, both to support unfettered exchanges of ideas and to improve public trust in academia, which has fallen sharply among Republicans.
But it's important to note that public confidence in higher education has increased since last year and is greater than confidence in many other institutions, according to Gallup.
For decades, higher education and the federal government have partnered to fund scientific research. "The people who provide that money," the taxpayers, are indeed "getting something in return." The partnership has led to stunning scientific discoveries, including GPS and MRI machines, and played a pivotal role in U.S. economic, technological and military preeminence.
Federal research funding goes overwhelmingly to the hard sciences and engineering. Cutting it to address viewpoint diversity makes little sense, since the lack of such diversity is principally a problem in the humanities and social sciences.
American universities continue to make scientific breakthroughs but are losing ground. China is investing heavily in university research and already leads the world in many critically important areas, such as green technology. Let's not let the fallout of culture wars turn the United States into an also-ran.
Glenn Altschuler, Ithaca, New York
David Wippman, Bethesda
Glenn Altschuler is a professor emeritus of American studies at Cornell University. David Wippman is president emeritus of Hamilton College.
Megan McArdle decried the tilt of universities to the left. Here's a question: Why and how did this happen? They could just as easily have developed a rightward slant or no slant at all. Why to the left and not the right?
Regardless of what might occur in the classroom, outside of the classroom, university-affiliated people are exposed to the same torrent of information, misinformation and disinformation as everyone else and are free to form their own opinions.
Apparently, there is something in higher education that leads many, but by no means all, to view the world in more progressive terms. This might well be the result of education itself and not the effect of some imagined forced indoctrination. Rejecting a certain point of view is not equivalent to ignoring or suppressing it.
Vic Bermudez, Springfield
Thursday is International Day of the Snow Leopard and an apt time to consider big cats, especially in light of the State Department's possible plan to invest $25 million to conserve Nepal's Snow Leopards.
Snow leopards are found in 12 countries in the high mountains of Asia. Conserving them and their habitat contributes to sound management of river basins and associated watersheds that serve billions of people throughout Asia. Rice can be rain-fed, but its water is also irrigated from these river basins throughout South Asia. South and Central Asia are also dependent on dams for electricity. Healthy watersheds contribute to maintaining water flows and electricity production.
At the U.S. Agency for International Development, until January 2025, we worked on Snow Leopard conservation to address its many threats. The agency, with partners, achieved conservation management over an area the size of Texas.
Snow Leopard conservation advances broader efforts to protect other species and ecosystems on which millions of communities depend for their lives and livelihoods. Assisting their survival assists ours.
Mary Melnyk, Washington
The writer is a former chief of Environmental Security and Resilience Division at U.S. Agency for International Development's Asia Bureau.
Regarding the Oct. 19 Metro article "DCPS truancy trending upward":
The District of Columbia suffers from chronic student truancy, and the trend has worsened following pandemic-era school shutdowns. D.C. Public School leaders and District politicians seek solutions in monitoring, incentives and "comprehensive" systems, all of which might have value but none of which address the real issue. I once went 10 years without missing a single day of grade school, and I can easily identify the main reason: my parents. As D.C. discusses solutions to truancy, encouraging parental accountability should be at the forefront of the conversation.
Larry Ciolorito, Darnestown
Every day after school, my friends and I face the same question. Where can we go that isn't home, school or Starbucks?
For many teenagers in D.C, there's no easy answer. Some parks close at sunset, and many recreation centers lock their doors early on Saturdays and all day on Sundays. And the city is also discussing extending youth curfews, effectively banning young people from gathering in some of the few lively public spaces left.
Teens need more of what has been termed "third places," or locations where people can meet to socialize away from home and work. These are the places that make a city a city. For teenagers, they are also where building independence begins.
When the city fences off a park or imposes a curfew, it sends a clear message: You can exist here, but only on our terms.
We should keep libraries open later, reopen recreation centers on Sundays and support the city's third spaces. Doing this will make D.C livelier -- and better.
Max Weiner, Washington
Post Opinions wants to know: What's the best sports city in America? Convince us why: wapo.st/sports_cities
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        CWG Live updates: Dry and cooler than normal through the weekend
        David Streit

        Today and tomorrow are on the breezy side.

      

      
        Trump administration denies FEMA aid for Western Maryland floods
        Katie Shepherd

        The state has sought federal aid for at least $33.7 million in flood damage mostly in Allegany and Garrett counties.

      

      
        New poll reveals how text message scandal has affected Virginia races
        Gregory S. Schneider, Erin Cox, Scott Clement

        Attorney general nominee Jay Jones, who sent the texts, has lost some support, but fellow Democrat Abigail Spanberger keeps a strong lead in the governor's race, a Post-Schar School poll finds.

      

      
        Man detained for protesting National Guard with Star Wars song sues
        Joe Heim

        Sam O'Hara filmed National Guard troops in D.C. while playing "The Imperial March" on his phone. He never thought his protest would lead to his being detained.

      

      
        Renovating a historic home in D.C.? You'll face more hurdles than Trump.
        Olivia George, Anumita Kaur

        The Trump administration demolished a portion of The White House East Wing in two days to create space for a ballroom. For those seeking to renovate other historic homes in D.C., the normal review process can take several months.

      

      
        Woman sent husband AI photos of intruder as a prank. He called 911.
        Dan Morse

        Moesha Gardner was charged with reporting a false crime after staging a prank involving a fake intruder in her Maryland apartment. Police said it was part of the 'AI Homeless Man Prank' trend.

      

      
        University of Virginia reaches deal to pause Trump administration probes
        Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff, Susan Svrluga

        The agreement includes no monetary penalty and no external monitoring, U-Va. officials said. The Justice Department says the school must prohibit DEI to close the federal probes.

      

      
        Man accused of fleeing after crashing into party is held without bond
        Juan Benn Jr.

        Prosecutor Nick Leonardi said the driver's actions after the crash, leaving without checking on any victims, led to the request for him to remain jailed.

      

      
        D.C. homicides: Tracking the District's violent crime in 2025
        Washington Post staff

        An updating database and map of D.C. homicides in 2025. The pace of killings this year has slowed since 2023, when the District saw a generational spike.

      

      
        CWG Live updates: Cool, quiet fall weather through the weekend
        Dan Stillman

        Still rather breezy today and tomorrow, then lighter winds Friday and this weekend as rain chances remain slim.

      

      
        Virginia is making it harder for students to pass end-of-year exams
        Kendall Staton

        The state is setting higher benchmarks for standardized tests, which leaders like Gov. Glenn Youngkin say will more accurately reflect student performance.

      

      
        Man accused of killing professor, fleeing to Mexico goes on trial in Md.
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        Jorge Rueda Landeros spent more than a decade on the FBI's most-wanted list before being captured in Mexico in 2022.

      

      
        
          	
            Opinions
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Technology
          
        

      

    

  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live updates: Dry and cooler than normal through the weekend
Today and tomorrow are on the breezy side.

(Jeannie in DC)


By David Streit, Dan Stillman, Jason Samenow | 2025-10-23
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Plentiful sunshine pushes afternoon highs to around 60 to 65. Still a bit of a cool breeze as winds gust up to 25 mph.
What's next? Lots of sun continues through the weekend. Dry air keeps rain chances minimal until late Monday.
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Maryland Politics
Trump administration denies FEMA aid for Western Maryland floods 
The state has sought federal aid for at least $33.7 million in flood damage mostly in Allegany and Garrett counties.

The flooded downtown area on May 13 in Westernport, Maryland. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


By Katie Shepherd | 2025-10-23
The Trump administration has denied Maryland's appeal for federal disaster aid for at least $33.7 million in flood damage caused by heavy rains in the western part of state in the spring.
The Federal Emergency Management Agency informed state officials late Wednesday night about the denial, which is final and cannot be appealed again.
"This outcome is not just deeply frustrating, it also ignores the devastation wrought by historic floods in Appalachia and leaves Marylanders on their own," Gov. Wes Moore (D), who has harshly criticized President Donald Trump, accusing him of politicizing disaster aide and withholding FEMA funds to punish Democrat-led states, said in a statement.
"President Trump and his Administration have politicized disaster relief, and our communities are the ones who will pay the price," Moore said.
The floods that swept through Allegany and Garrett counties in May left hundreds of swamped homes and businesses, washed-out roads, blocked storm drains and wrecked sewage systems. Much of the damage was concentrated in small towns along Georges Creek, like Westernport, Maryland, which has a population of about 1,812 and an annual budget of about $2 million.
"This decision from FEMA is a profound disappointment for the resilient people of Westernport, who have faced unimaginable challenges in the wake of the May floods," Westernport Mayor Judy Hamilton said in a statement. "While this news is a setback, our community's spirit remains unbroken. We are incredibly grateful for Governor Moore and the State of Maryland's unwavering advocacy and support, which has been a beacon of hope during these trying times."
The damage in Maryland exceeded both state and local thresholds for receiving disaster assistance from FEMA, which typically makes a state eligible to receive federal relief. Neither FEMA nor the White House immediately responded to a request for comment, and neither has clearly explained why Maryland was denied assistance despite meeting those thresholds.
This is a developing story and will be updated.
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Virginia Politics
New poll reveals how text message scandal has affected Virginia races
Attorney general nominee Jay Jones, who sent the texts, has lost some support, but fellow Democrat Abigail Spanberger keeps a strong lead in the governor's race, a Post-Schar School poll finds.

Virginia's three statewide Democratic candidates -- Jay Jones for attorney general, Abigail Spanberger for governor and Ghazala F. Hashmi for lieutenant governor -- appear at a rally in Fairfax in June. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


By Gregory S. Schneider, Erin Cox, Scott Clement | 2025-10-23
Support for Democratic attorney general nominee Jay Jones has tumbled among Virginia voters in the wake of a texting scandal that broke three weeks ago, but likely voters have not transferred much support to his opponent -- Republican incumbent Jason S. Miyares -- and the race is a tie, according to a Washington Post-Schar School poll.
The scandal has not affected the contest for governor, where Democrat Abigail Spanberger continues to hold a 12-point lead over Republican Winsome Earle-Sears despite GOP efforts to tarnish the Democrat for her ballot-mate's problems. Election Day, Nov. 4, is now less than two weeks away.
Jones's support dropped by five percentage points since last month's Post-Schar School poll, leaving him and Miyares tied among likely Virginia voters at 46 percent each. In the last poll, Jones had support from 51 percent of likely voters compared with 45 percent for Miyares.
Support for Miyares has not significantly changed from 45 percent three weeks ago. What has changed is the share of voters who say they support neither candidate or they won't cast a ballot for attorney general: now 5 percent, up from 1 percent in the earlier poll.
Spanberger leads Earle-Sears with 54 percent to 42 percent, the same margin as in the poll conducted during September.
In the race for lieutenant governor, Democratic state Sen. Ghazala F. Hashmi appears to have gained ground and now leads Republican John Reid by seven percentage points, 51 percent to 44 percent. A month ago, Hashmi's four-point lead -- 49 percent to 45 percent -- wasn't statistically significant.
The latest poll was conducted Oct. 16-20 and has a margin of error of 3.5 percentage points. It suggests that damage from two weeks of heavy Republican publicizing of the texting controversy has largely been confined to Jones's reputation. In 2022, Jones sent private messages to a GOP lawmaker in which he mused about putting bullets in the head of the Republican speaker of the Virginia House of Delegates and urinating on the graves of other political opponents. The messages became public  Oct. 3, prompting Republicans to aggressively push Democrats to call on Jones to drop out.
"The Republicans had pinned all their hopes on this text controversy dragging down the entire Democratic ticket. And that simply is not happening," said Mark Rozell, dean of the Schar School of Policy and Government at George Mason University, which co-sponsored the poll.
The drop in support for Jones, he added, is significant in a year when Democrats otherwise have favorable political conditions in Virginia, where voters almost always choose a governor from the party not in the White House and where President Donald Trump is broadly unpopular.
"People deciding not to vote, when they would have voted for Jones otherwise, could be the difference between winning and losing for him," Rozell said.
According to the poll, which quoted one of Jones's text messages to respondents, 51 percent of Virginia registered voters say he should drop out of the attorney general's race, while 41 percent say he should continue his candidacy. Among Democrats, 26 percent say Jones should drop out.
Sixteen percent of likely voters who say Jones should drop out also say they plan to vote for him or have already done so.
Jones -- who is Black -- maintains strong support among Black voters: 61 percent say he should stay in the race, compared with 34 percent of White voters who say the same.
Forty-five percent of voters have an unfavorable impression of Jones, compared with 30 percent who see him favorably, while about one-quarter of voters say they have no opinion. Miyares has a net positive image, with 38 percent rating him favorably, 32 percent unfavorably and 29 percent with no opinion.
In the governor's race, voters continue to view Spanberger far more positively than her Republican rival, with 51 percent holding a favorable impression of Spanberger, while 37 percent say the same for Earle-Sears.
Nineteen percent of voters hold no opinion of Earle-Sears, who has been in statewide office as lieutenant governor for four years, while 13 percent hold no opinion of Spanberger, a former congresswoman.
A Virginia Commonwealth University poll released Tuesday showed a tighter race, with Spanberger ahead of Earle-Sears 49 percent to 42 percent among registered voters, and her lead ticking down by  two percentage points since late September.
Voters overall continue to be most animated by the economy, the Post-Schar School poll finds, with 18 percent naming it as their top issue in an open-ended question about the biggest factor motivating their vote for governor this year.
The economy is a bipartisan issue -- it comes up with 18 percent of both Spanberger and Earle-Sears supporters. But one issue surpasses it among Spanberger supporters: 22 percent of them say anti-Trump/Republican or pro-Democratic sentiment is their top motivator. Meanwhile, 13 percent of Earle-Sears voters say they are driven by anti-Democratic or pro-Republican sentiment.
Trump remains unpopular in the commonwealth, where voters rejected him in all three of his presidential bids. The latest poll finds his approval rating at 42 percent, with 57 percent disapproving of him, similar to his numbers last month.
The poll finds Jones receiving 12 percentage points less support than fellow Democrat Spanberger among likely voters who disapprove of Trump and among political independents, and 15 points less support among moderates. The Democratic candidates for governor and attorney general receive roughly similar levels of support among Democrats and liberals.
The texting scandal barely registered as a top issue as voters considered their choice for governor. Just 1 percent mentioned Jones's text messages, the same share that mentioned either the government shutdown or concern for federal workers.
Earle-Sears has repeatedly pushed her rival to disavow Jones, while Spanberger has condemned the text messages as  "absolutely abhorrent" but said it's up to individual voters to decide whether Jones should be attorney general. The poll finds 54 percent of voters support how Spanberger has handled the situation and 41 percent disapprove.
Voters blame Trump for encouraging politically motivated violence more than they blame Jones. Fifty-one percent say the way Trump talks about politics encourages such violence "a lot," while 38 percent say the same about Jones's text messages. An identical 38 percent say the way the Democratic leaders talk about politics does a lot to encourage political violence, while a larger 58 percent say this about the way people talk about politics on social media.
The violent language alienated Strasburg resident Rich Orndorff Jr., 61, who said he had planned to vote for all three Democrats until Jones's texts leaked. Now he's unsure whether to leave the office blank or cast a vote for Miyares, who he thinks hasn't done a bad job but has pandered too much to Trump.
"I can't vote for Jay Jones," said Orndorff, a lifelong Democrat and a former elected official in Strasburg. "Somebody that is going to be the chief law enforcement officer, and he does something that reminds me of things that the president says. I can't support the president. You don't call heads of state names. You don't threaten. You don't bully. You don't do what the president does."
This poll was conducted by The Post and George Mason University's Schar School of Policy and Government from Oct. 16-20 among a random sample of 927 registered voters in Virginia drawn from a statewide voter database. Live caller interviews reached respondents on cellphones (69 percent) and landlines (18 percent); 13 percent of respondents were reached via text message and invited to take the survey online. The overall margin of error is plus or minus 3.5 percentage points for both registered and likely voters; all registered voters were assigned a probability of voting to produce likely voter results.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Man detained for protesting National Guard with Star Wars song sues
Sam O'Hara filmed National Guard troops in D.C. while playing "The Imperial March" on his phone. He never thought his protest would lead to his being detained.

Members of the West Virginia National Guard at the Lincoln Memorial on Aug. 30. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


By Joe Heim | 2025-10-23
A District resident who was briefly detained and handcuffed in D.C. last month for following an Ohio National Guard patrol while playing "The Imperial March" from Star Wars on his phone has filed a lawsuit saying his constitutional rights were violated.
The American Civil Liberties Union of D.C. filed the lawsuit Thursday in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia on behalf of Sam O'Hara against an Ohio National Guard sergeant, four D.C. police officers and the District of Columbia. The suit said they had infringed on O'Hara's First Amendment rights and violated D.C. law when they detained him on Sept. 11 on a public street in Northwest Washington.
The ACLU suit says that when O'Hara saw the National Guard members that day, he began walking behind them playing "The Imperial March" on his phone and recording them. It alleges that within two minutes, one of the Guard members "turned around and threatened to call the police officers to 'handle' Mr. O'Hara if he did not stop."
O'Hara continued to play the song, also known as "Darth Vader's Theme," and the soldier called the D.C. police. When police arrived, the suit alleges, O'Hara was "tightly handcuffed" and detained for 15 to 20 minutes.
"Government conduct of this sort might have received legal sanction a long time ago in a galaxy far, far away," the ACLU wrote in its filing. "But in the here and now, the First Amendment bars government officials from restraining individuals from recording law enforcement or peacefully protesting, and the Fourth Amendment (along with the District's prohibition on false arrest) bars groundless seizures."
A D.C. police spokesman said the department cannot comment on active litigation. The Ohio National Guard and the District of Columbia did not immediately respond to requests for comment from The Washington Post.
On Aug. 11, President Donald Trump declared a "crime emergency" and ordered the takeover of law enforcement in D.C. and the deployment of National Guard troops to patrol the city's streets. The move was widely criticized by District leaders and residents. About 8 in 10 residents opposed Trump's executive order to federalize law enforcement, with about 7 in 10 opposing it "strongly," according to a Washington Post-Schar School poll.

A man in D.C. has been walking behind National Guard members while playing the Imperial March -- the Star Wars song also known as "Darth Vader's Theme."


In late August, O'Hara, 35, began filming National Guard troops in D.C. while playing "The Imperial March" from his phone or a handheld speaker. He posted the videos to his TikTok account. In an interview Wednesday, O'Hara said he wanted to be clear that the videos are not intended to mock the National Guard troops.
"I think the men and women who signed up to serve their country did not have this in mind, that they would be policing their fellow citizens," O'Hara said. "My protest is to make sure that everyone knows that this is coming from the top. These orders are coming from an administration that seeks to use fear and tactics to make sure their power extends to branches of government where it doesn't belong."
In its filing, the ACLU argued that O'Hara's detention clearly violated his right to criticize the deployment of the Guard and the government's actions.
"The government doesn't get to decide if your protest is funny, and the government officials can't punish you for making them the punch line. That's really the whole point of the First Amendment," Michael Perloff, a senior staff attorney for the ACLU of D.C., said in a statement.
O'Hara said he never thought his protest would lead to his being detained, an experience he said felt dangerous and left him embarrassed. He ultimately decided to file a lawsuit because, he said, "I would not be able to sleep at night knowing that I did not stand up for myself and stand up for my First Amendment rights."
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D.C.
Renovating a historic home in D.C.? You'll face more hurdles than Trump.
The Trump administration demolished a portion of The White House East Wing in two days to create space for a ballroom. For those seeking to renovate other historic homes in D.C., the normal review process can take several months.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Anna Lefkowitz/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Olivia George, Anumita Kaur | 2025-10-23
So, you want to renovate your historic D.C. home? Maybe you're interested in updating the windows, replacing an old roof or adding a bathroom. Maybe you, like President Donald Trump, crave more space to host guests.
While his administration barrels ahead with the construction of a 90,000-square-foot ballroom at the White House without submitting the project for a review that experts say is required by law, you would face a review process that, combined with getting the actual permit, could last for months.
The rich history and pivotal role of the nation's capital is reflected in its architecture, from its iconic monuments to its beloved rowhouses.
To protect those historic buildings, there are both local and federal laws restricting their stewardship. D.C. is home to 70 historic districts -- dozens of neighborhoods each with their own significance and style, plus historical parks, cemeteries and civic complexes like the National Mall. In those districts, property owners need clearance from the Historic Preservation Office to secure building permits. Some need more than that.
"What makes Washington Washington?" said Anita Cozart, Director of the D.C. Office of Planning. "A lot of the history and the culture of our city is embodied in our neighborhoods."
Think of the Colonial-era mansions of Georgetown. The regal brick houses surrounding Dupont Circle. The rowhouses of Capitol Hill. To even repair a door in some of those places, takes reading through a 26-page set of preservation and design guidelines.
The historical review process, Cozart said, provides a chance to "think about ways that, as our city changes, we can continue to preserve aspects of our culture that are really, really important and find themselves in the built environment."
In most cases, the review is cleared in three days, she said. For more ambitious projects -- such as a new addition to your home or, say, a ballroom -- you'd face a seven-step review process that includes going before the Historic Preservation Review Board before you can secure a building permit. That includes sharing plans with neighbors, awaiting a written report from the city and, potentially, presenting your project at a hearing, ready to field any questions.
Last year, 118 cases went before the board out of 5,530 permits issued by the city.
"It's a total pain," said James Noel, owner of the D.C.-based Noel Design Build Group, which has been in business for more than three decades. Noel said it can take six months before a project in a historic district can begin.
If the building you'd like to change is in Georgetown, buckle up. In addition to the D.C. historic preservation rules, the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts -- a federal agency -- has the authority to review most exterior construction in that neighborhood.
And if your building abuts significant public grounds -- including the White House, the Mall, the National Zoo and parts of the Potomac waterfront -- you'll also want to familiarize yourself with something called the Shipstead-Luce Act. The law gives the Commission of Fine Arts authority to review these projects to ensure their designs are appropriate for their surroundings.
Meanwhile at the White House, much of the East Wing was demolished in two days, the site of the first lady's offices a mangled heap of debris beneath a still-waving American flag.
(Since Monday, the D.C. Department of Buildings has received more than a dozen illegal construction requests from the public regarding the ballroom renovation project, according to a department spokesperson. The address has been "blocklisted" that prevents further complaints about that location, the spokesperson said, because the property is outside of the department's jurisdiction.)
As for historic federal buildings that go through a regular review process, renovations or new construction also require months -- if not years -- of planning, negotiations and site visits with various commissions, according to Thomas M. Gallas, who spent five years on the National Capital Planning Commission (NCPC) through December 2020. The commission is the central planning agency for the D.C. region's federal buildings, working in concert with local and federal bodies to vet all plans.
From concept design proposal to an approval vote, the process takes a minimum three to six months, he said. But the plans for the Eisenhower Memorial took 18 years.
Everything about the building's proposed aesthetic is up for debate: the materials, the colors, the proposed project's scale. "A lot of it has to do with the context of, how does this proposed design fit within the context of its surroundings?" Gallas said.
The federal agency looking to modify its building must seek concurrent approval from other relevant commissions, like the Commission on Fine Arts, which launches an interrogation into the proposal's actual building designs: Where will security sit? Where will the meeting rooms be?
Staff from both of those commissions will have their own concerns, which the agency will also have to address.
Once the concept design proposal is largely agreed upon, it's handed to the NCPC's 12 members, who are given about a month to review the materials. The proposal is placed on the commission's agenda for a hearing, where the federal agency will present its plans. Then, finally, the commission members vote: to approve, approve with adjustment or reject.
After an approval vote, the agency -- in collaboration with the General Services Administration -- can begin drawing up construction plans. This often takes another nine months, at least, Gallas said. Only then can any real construction begin.
Steve Thompson contributed to this report.
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Local Crime & Public Safety
Woman sent husband AI photos of intruder as a prank. He called 911.
Moesha Gardner was charged with reporting a false crime after staging a prank involving a fake intruder in her Maryland apartment. Police said it was part of the 'AI Homeless Man Prank' trend.

An apartment building in North Bethesda, Maryland, where police say they rushed to what they thought was a real home invasion. (Dan Morse)


By Dan Morse | 2025-10-23
The initial 911 call was concerning enough: A man was racing home from work, he said, because his wife had just told him a stranger had forced himself into their apartment. A moment later the caller said his wife had just sent him a photo of the intruder on their sofa.
Officers from the Montgomery County Police Department in suburban Maryland raced to the scene. The first one arrived at the same time as the panicked husband. They hurried inside.
But there was no intruder.
Just the wife, police now say, casually sitting on the sofa, next to a cellphone that was mounted on a tripod and facing the door -- all part of a prank that escalated and ended with Moesha Gardener's arrest. Police say she created the photo of the stranger in their apartment using artificial intelligence.
The case underscores how police agencies and companies across the nation are trying to anticipate the dangers of AI even as they embrace its potential.
Law enforcement has a particular challenge, experts say, because they can have such little time to sort through information during an emergency.
"The last thing they need to start doing is not trusting their citizenry," said former police officer Sean Bair, author of the just-published "A.I. in Policing: The Rise of A.I. in the Fight Against Crime."
On balance, Bair said, AI will become an immensely positive tool for law enforcement: 911 centers will better prioritize calls; detectives can feed disparate clues to AI to help break a case; commanders will know better how to plan patrolling routes. "There are a lot guardrails that need to be set up, but there isn't one part of policing that won't be touched by AI," Bair said.
In the Montgomery County case, officers charged Gardener with reporting a false crime and making false statements to police stemming from the incident earlier this month.
"I hope at this point she doesn't think it's funny anymore," one of the responding officers, Sgt. James Mirra, said Tuesday.
Gardener declined to comment Wednesday. She is free on bond, according to court records, and is due in court on Nov. 24.
She appeared to be following the "AI Homeless Man Prank," in which people insert an AI image of a man within a photo of their home -- creating the idea there is a stranger inside, according to Capt. Amy Daum, commander of the Montgomery Police Department's Bethesda District.
The pranksters text the images to friends and family or post them on social media.
"She took it farther and framed the prank as a home invasion," Daum said.
She said it's not clear if Gardener intended for her husband to call 911 as part of the prank but said if someone is trying to fool a loved one into thinking she is alone with an intruder, "I think you should assume 911 is going to get called."
The husband's call to Montgomery's 911 center came just before 10:30 a.m. on Oct. 8, according to court records. He is a member of the U.S. military, Daum said, and was rushing to the apartment still in his fatigues.
"He drove home at high speeds," police asserted in court records, "running through intersections in an unmarked civilian vehicle and breaking traffic laws because he thought she was in danger."
Eight officers in eight police cars also drove to the scene under "priority" designation, meaning lights, sirens and high speeds where possible, according to Daum and Mirra. "There is inherent risk to that," Daum said.
Five of the officers quickly determined there was no threat or emergency at the home. The three others were routed to other calls. Still, officers were tied up on the matter for several hours, Daum said.
Inside the apartment, she added, officers tried to explain to Gardener the severity of what she did. They "explained the danger that she put [Montgomery] officers and the whole community in, and confirmed with the husband that nobody found this prank funny or amusing," officers wrote in court papers. "Moesha stated once again, it was just a joke that she didn't expect to get taken so seriously."
At the scene, the husband's emotions swung from relief to anger.
"He was grateful she was safe but became upset she'd given him the belief she wasn't safe," Mirra said. "He went through an emotional roller coaster."
Daum compared the incident to "swatting," when people call 911 about a purported emergency inside homes or schools in the hopes that police will respond rapidly, sometimes even a SWAT team. "We have a challenge with swatting in this county," Daum said.
After the incidents, Daum said, officers, detectives and 911 operators have gathered to discuss ways to more quickly ascertain if the call is real. "We've gotten better at recognizing fake calls," Daum said.
But for public safety, police need to err on the side of assuming the worst, Daum said. "We're always on guard for complacency, and our officers assume what is related to 911 is true until proven otherwise," she said.
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Higher Education
University of Virginia reaches deal to pause Trump administration probes
The agreement includes no monetary penalty and no external monitoring, U-Va. officials said. The Justice Department says the school must prohibit DEI to close the federal probes.

The Rotunda at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville. (Carlos Bernate/For The Washington Post)


By Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff, Susan Svrluga | 2025-10-23
The Justice Department announced Wednesday that it has reached an agreement with the University of Virginia to pause several investigations into the school, after a months-long dispute that led to the resignation of its president.
The agreement includes no monetary penalty and no external monitoring, the university said. But it requires U-Va. to agree to follow federal guidance to ensure it does not engage in what the Trump administration considers "unlawful racial discrimination in its university programming, admissions, hiring, or other activities." Some legal experts have questioned the guidance as an overly broad interpretation of a recent Supreme Court ruling.
The deal could be the first such agreement between any public university and the White House, as President Donald Trump seeks to remake higher education and bring conservative ideals to campuses nationwide. The administration contends that many universities have violated federal civil rights laws by embracing diversity, equity and inclusion programs or failing to adequately protect Jewish students from antisemitism.
"We intend to continue our thorough review of our practices and policies to ensure that we are complying with all federal laws," U-Va. interim president Paul Mahoney wrote in a message to the campus community Wednesday. "We will also redouble our commitment to the principles of academic freedom, ideological diversity, free expression, and the unyielding pursuit of 'truth, wherever it may lead,' as Thomas Jefferson put it."
The school agreed to provide "relevant information and data" to the Justice Department on a quarterly basis through 2028 to show it is in compliance with federal civil rights law.
In exchange, the department will pause its pending investigations into the university's admissions policies and other areas, and the university will be eligible for future grants and awards. If the school completes its planned reforms prohibiting DEI at the university, the department said it would close its investigations.
"We appreciate the progress that the university has made in combatting antisemitism and racial bias," Assistant Attorney General Harmeet K. Dhillon of the Civil Rights Division, a U-Va. alumna, said in a press release. "And other American universities should be on alert that the Justice Department will ensure that our federal civil rights laws are enforced for every American, without exception."

James E. Ryan served as president of the University of Virginia until June, when he resigned as the Justice Department increased its pressure on the school. (Steve Helber/AP)


By agreeing to abide by the Justice Department's antidiscrimination guidance, the deal requires U-Va. "to adopt a view about what the law requires where the law in that area is uncertain," said Deborah Hellman, a professor at the university's law school.
Richard D. Kahlenberg, director of the American Identity Project at the Progressive Policy Institute, called the U-Va. deal "pretty outrageous" and said the federal memorandum "provides a gross misreading" of the landmark 2023 Supreme Court case on affirmative action. He said the guidance says "'criteria like socioeconomic status, first-generation status, or geographic diversity must not be used' if a university's goal is to further racial integration on campus." But he said the high court's decision "outlawed the means of using racial preferences, not the ends of achieving the benefits of a racially diverse student body."
U-Va. is just one of dozens of schools -- including elite private and public universities -- targeted by the Trump administration this year as part of its broad effort to reshape higher education. That scrutiny, which has included launching investigations and demanding changes, has led some institutions to alter policies, unwind initiatives and, in one case, pay fines.
The administration reached agreements with three Ivy League schools in July. The terms varied widely, with one school paying hundreds of millions of dollars to the administration and one spending nothing.
The Trump administration agreed to restore $175 million in federal research funding to the University of Pennsylvania after the school agreed not to allow transgender athletes to compete on its women's teams and updated its list of record-holders to resolve an Education Department investigation.
Columbia University, which had been in the administration's crosshairs for months over accusations it had not done enough to combat antisemitism, agreed to pay the federal government $200 million and an additional $21 million to settle investigations brought by the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission. The deal added some external oversight to the school but closed federal investigations and restored most of the $400 million in research funding that had been frozen.
Brown University reached an agreement that reimbursed more than $50 million in unpaid federal research grant costs, ensured its eligibility for federal funding and resolved three federal investigations of its compliance with nondiscrimination laws. In return, the university committed to spend $50 million over the next decade to workforce development organizations in Rhode Island.
More recently, the University of California, a system of public universities, has been in talks with the administration, which froze more than $580 million in research funding and demanded $1 billion from UCLA.
U-Va. has drawn attention from the Trump administration since at least this spring, after its governing board passed a resolution to dissolve the university's DEI office. While the board said the university could retain programs permissible under law, some critics said the university was moving too slowly to remove other initiatives and policies.
Over the course of two months, Justice Department officials sent the university seven letters alleging possible racial discrimination in admissions and hiring, inaction to address antisemitism on campus and a failure to remove DEI efforts at the institution.
The department warned that U-Va. could face punitive steps, including a possible loss of federal funding, if it didn't take "immediate corrective action."
As pressure from the Justice Department mounted in June, President James E. Ryan resigned, saying he hoped his departure would save the university millions in federal funding.
"If this were not so distinctly tied to me personally, I may have pursued a different path," he wrote. "But I could not in good conscience cause real and direct harm to my colleagues and our students in order to preserve my own position."
Before Wednesday's announcement, the Justice Department previously resolved two of its investigations into U-Va. Mahoney said last month that those inquiries focused on the university's compliance with the Supreme Court's 2023 decision in Students for Fair Admissions v. Harvard, which bars race-conscious admissions practices.
The announcement of the new deal comes days after Mahoney said the university would not sign on to a Trump administration proposal to give colleges priority access to federal funding if they agreed to conditions such as barring the consideration of gender, race or political views in admissions; capping international enrollment; and prohibiting university employees from political speech on behalf of the school.
The Trump administration's focus on U-Va. -- and the response from the university's governing board -- has drawn criticism on and off the campus.
At a rally on the Charlottesville campus last week, hundreds called for the university to reject the administration's proposed compact. Among the attendees was Virginia Senate Majority Leader Scott A. Surovell (D-Fairfax), who compared the ousting of Ryan and the willingness of some U-Va. leaders to work with the Trump administration to the children's book "If You Give a Mouse a Cookie."
"We failed to protect President Ryan and he resigned, hoping it would be enough, satisfying the mouse," Surovell said during the rally. "Well, guess what? It wasn't enough. The mouse came back for milk. We gave it milk, it wanted a straw, then a napkin. It looked in the mirror to make sure it had a milk mustache. It won't end until we say no."
The Trump administration has also launched investigations into other educational institutions in Virginia, including some K-12 school systems and George Mason University.
In August, the Education Department said George Mason had unlawfully used race in hiring and promotion decisions and called on its president, Gregory Washington, to apologize to the campus community. Washington has refused to do so, saying the university's policies have complied with the law and are intended to expand opportunities. The university also faces probes from the Justice Department.
The federal government's push to root out many DEI initiatives come as top Republicans in the state have also sought to limit such practices. Supporters of DEI initiatives say they can help open opportunities for people.
After U-Va.'s board voted this spring to close its diversity, equity and inclusion office, Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) praised the decision and declared, "DEI is done at the University of Virginia."
On Wednesday, Rachel Sheridan, director of U-Va.'s board of visitors, said in a press release that the agreement preserves U-Va.'s autonomy while recognizing the government as a critical research funding source. "This has been a challenging time for many institutions in higher education, including UVA. The agreement results from steadfast adherence to the same values that have guided generations of UVA's leaders and that we have honored as stewards of that legacy."
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Local Crime & Public Safety
Man accused of fleeing after crashing into party is held without bond
Prosecutor Nick Leonardi said the driver's actions after the crash, leaving without checking on any victims, led to the request for him to remain jailed.

Sunday Joseph, 66, drove backward into a birthday party on Oct. 18 that killed one woman and injured 13. (Jocelyn Route)


By Juan Benn Jr. | 2025-10-23
A D.C. man accused of driving his car backward into a 6-year-old's birthday party and leaving the scene in Prince George's County on Saturday night is being held without bond.
The crash, which officials described as "chaotic," left 13 injured, including eight children.
Ashley Hernandez Gutierrez, a 31-year-old D.C. resident, died following the crash, officials said.
The driver, Sunday Joseph, 66, appeared in court virtually for a bond review hearing Wednesday after police arrested him earlier this week on charges including criminal negligent manslaughter by vehicle, negligent manslaughter by auto and failure to remain at the scene.
Nick Leonardi, an assistant state's attorney for Prince George's County, read a statement from Gutierrez's family in court.
While grieving the loss of a loved one, the Gutierrez family was "deeply concerned about the safety of others" because Joseph fled after the crash, he said.
Leonardi said Joseph's actions after the crash, leaving without checking on any victims, led prosecutors to ask for him to remain jailed.
"He fled, your honor, because he knew he was in trouble," Leonardi said.
Joseph's lawyer noted that his client turned himself in to authorities the next day, showing a "strong willingness" to accept the consequences.
According to charging documents, a Bladensburg police officer was patrolling in the 4100 block of 56th Avenue near Annapolis Road around 10:12 p.m., when he was flagged to a vehicle that struck a large party tent.
The officer helped family members lift the vehicle off "victims trapped underneath," police said.
Investigators found evidence on the road indicating the 2005 Toyota Camry that crashed into the yard drove the wrong way, over a curb and onto the sidewalk before hitting the tent.
Police obtained surveillance footage capturing the suspect vehicle leaving a parking area on Annapolis Road and "reversing the wrong way down westbound Annapolis Road without headlights or taillights activated, and turning onto 55th Avenue," still in reverse, right before the crash.
In written statements, witnesses told police they heard a car "reverse at full speed" before crashing into the tent. The driver, they wrote, "was stumbling" and appeared to be intoxicated.
Joseph turned himself in to Bladensburg Police the next morning, admitting to driving the car that crashed into the tent and denying being under the influence of alcohol, documents show.
After the hearing Wednesday afternoon, Prince George's County State's Attorney Tara Jackson said her office "remains committed to pursuing justice for Ms. Gutierrez and her loved ones, and all those impacted by this terrible incident."
Joseph's next hearing is in January. If convicted, he could face a maximum sentence of 13 years.
Jasmine Golden contributed to this report.
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Local Crime & Public Safety
D.C. homicides: Tracking the District's violent crime in 2025
An updating database and map of D.C. homicides in 2025. The pace of killings this year has slowed since 2023, when the District saw a generational spike.
By Washington Post staff | 2025-10-22
An updating database and map of D.C. homicides in 2025.
Homicides in the District dropped about 30 percent in 2024, part of an across-the-board dip in crime. D.C. officials attributed the decline to new laws that eased some police procedures, made it easier for judges to hold more defendants before trial and stiffened punishments from crimes ranging from retail theft to gun offenses.
Homicides in D.C. dropped in 2024 to levels more on par with other cities across the country. While the number of killings spiked in 2023, they did not reach the numbers that occurred during the late 1980s and early 1990s, when the District was dubbed the nation's murder capital because of bloodshed fueled by the crack epidemic.
While the number of homicides varies from year to year, the concentration of killings remains constant: areas east of the Anacostia River in wards 7 and 8.
The gunfire so far this year has claimed several lives, including a 14-year-old killed in a robbery in Southwest Washington. Police charged another 14-year-old with murder.
About this story
The Washington Post's homicide tracker is based on data compiled by Post reporters after police release information about individual homicides in 2025. Data collected by The Post includes victim gender and age and the method of killing. Homicide data will be updated weekly or as needed. Historical homicide data, provided to add context, was obtained from the FBI's database.
Graphics by Eric Lau.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live updates: Cool, quiet fall weather through the weekend
Still rather breezy today and tomorrow, then lighter winds Friday and this weekend as rain chances remain slim. 

(BRIAN PAETH/Brian Paeth/Flickr)


By Dan Stillman, Ian Livingston, Jason Samenow | 2025-10-22
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Skies turn mostly clear this evening and stay that way tonight. Chilly, with lows in the upper 30s to mid-40s and a bit of a breeze.
What's next? More of the same through the weekend, except lighter winds after tomorrow, with highs not too far from 60. Next chance of rain probably isn't until Monday, and even that's not a sure thing.
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Local Education
Virginia is making it harder for students to pass end-of-year exams 
The state is setting higher benchmarks for standardized tests, which leaders like Gov. Glenn Youngkin say will more accurately reflect student performance. 

Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) has pushed an overhaul of the state's public education system. (Craig Hudson/For The Washington Post)


By Kendall Staton | 2025-10-22
Schools across Virginia expect to see a dramatic increase in students failing end-of-year exams as the state prepares to implement higher benchmarks for standardized tests. But some state leaders, including Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R), say the changes could give a more accurate picture of student performance.
The Virginia Board of Education voted unanimously last month to raise the score students need to get to be deemed proficient on the annual state math and reading exams, called the Standards of Learning. For example, an eighth-grader would now need to score a 449 out of 600 points -- an increase of 49 points -- to be rated proficient on the reading exam.
The goal, officials say, is to align state exam standards with the National Assessment of Educational Progress, a federal test used to measure career readiness and student achievement. The board will meet this week to decide how and when to implement the new scores.
The changes are the latest in an effort to overhaul the public education system in Virginia pushed by Youngkin, who campaigned on expanding charter schools and has supported funding for private-school vouchers. He has long talked about closing what he calls an "honesty gap" -- a disparity between pass rates on Virginia's state exam vs. national tests. Education experts have criticized that characterization, saying it relies on a misinterpretation of NAEP data.
As of July, the Board of Education is completely made up of members appointed by Youngkin, making it easier to advance his education agenda.
Some educators say they want to see detailed, school-specific studies of the potential impact of the changes, including projected effects on graduation rates. Virginia is one of only six states that still factor end-of-year state exam scores into graduation requirements, so raising the score needed to pass could make it harder for some students to get their diploma.
"You're talking about thousands of students who might not get their high school degree. That's thousands of lives that are going to be profoundly impacted moving forward," said Chad Stewart, Virginia Education Association policy analyst.
"If we're considering a change that could have that magnitude of impact, it's hard to understand why you wouldn't want to know potential outcomes in advance."
Under the new changes, which will be implemented over multiple years, the score students need to be considered proficient on the state exams will go up by 46.3 points on average across grade levels. The cutoff for some tests, like algebra I and geometry, will increase by more than 50 points on a 600-point scale.
Nearly three-quarters of students passed the math and reading tests for the 2024-2025 school year. But the state's education department estimates that fewer than half of tested students will pass with the new changes.
Only one exam, algebra II, is expected to have a pass rate higher than 50 percent, according to projections from the Virginia Department of Education.
Amber Northern, a Virginia Board of Education member, said at the board's September meeting that the state expects too little of students and that setting higher passing scores will incentivize them to do better on the exams.
"If we set the bar, they will rise," Northern said.
But some educators argue it's not that simple.
Scott Brabrand, executive director of the Virginia Association of School Superintendents, said educators welcome higher expectations, but there should be resources in place to help students meet the new benchmarks. Brabrand called for more specific plans on how the state will align school materials with curriculum, provide professional development for teachers, and offer data analysis to know schools' strengths and weaknesses.
"Just saying higher expectations without a plan to support students in schools isn't going to get us the goal that we all want for our students," Brabrand said in an interview.
Advocating on behalf of the superintendents association, Brabrand asked the board to implement the new standards with an eight-year approach, slowly raising the benchmarks. The board is currently considering a four- or five-year implementation process.
State Deputy Superintendent Tiara Booker-Dwyer said at last month's board meeting that the department is fully behind teachers and will put supports in place to make sure students can be successful.
Details of those supports are unclear. The department did not return multiple requests for comment.
The cut scores, or the minimum needed to pass, are the latest change as Virginia targets student and school performance.
The state implemented a new accountability system in January to help measure whether a school is doing its job. The system ranks metrics like mastery of topics and how much student performance has improved over a time period. Schools will also receive a separate accreditation rating based on whether they meet basic state requirements.
The legislature also passed a bill this year to administer state tests during the final two weeks of the school year, a change from the current practice of five to six weeks earlier. The legislation, which goes into effect in the summer of 2027, also shifts the grading scale from 600 points to 100 points.
Stewart said that with all the changes coming, including the new grading scale, there will probably be another overhaul of state exam cut scores in the next few years.
"To start this process now, when we know that there are going to be so many other changes that need to take place to cut scores over the next several years, is irresponsible," Stewart said.
Diane Cooper-Gould, vice president of strategy for the Fairfax County Special Education PTA, said the higher cut scores will affect every family in Virginia public schools. It feels like the new changes are "designed for the system to fail," she said, because the state isn't giving schools money for more staffing or materials to help get students on track to improve their scores on the exams.
"When you implement a massive change like this but you do not give school systems any notice or any support or any funding to support that change, it is inevitable that the students and the system will fall on its face," she said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2025/10/22/virginia-is-making-it-harder-students-pass-end-of-year-exams/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Local Crime & Public Safety
Man accused of killing professor, fleeing to Mexico goes on trial in Md.
Jorge Rueda Landeros spent more than a decade on the FBI's most-wanted list before being captured in Mexico in 2022.

Jorge Rueda Landeros is accused of killing American University accounting professor Sue Marcum. (Interpol)


By Kyle Swenson | 2025-10-22
Within the first hour of testimony in the trial of the man accused of the 2010 killing of American University professor Sue Marcum, a home photo was splashed onto a large projector screen in the seventh-floor courtroom at the Montgomery County Circuit Courthouse in Rockville, Maryland.
She's gleefully swinging from a children's tire swing in her brother's California backyard. "It shows the way she lived," Alan Marcum told the jurors as part of his testimony, describing his sister as fun-loving and free-spirited.
Prosecutors would soon show jurors photos of her lifeless body inside her Bethesda home, setting the scene for the case they're building against a man who they say fled to Mexico to evade justice and who spent more than a decade on the FBI's most-wanted list.
Prosecutors allege Jorge Rueda Landeros, a Mexican-born businessman and yoga instructor romantically linked with the victim, fatally beat and asphyxiated Marcum in October 2010, hoping to collect half a million dollars from a life insurance plan. Landeros has denied any role in Marcum's death.
In late 2022, Landeros was arrested in Guadalajara and returned to Maryland. If convicted, he could face life in prison with no chance of parole.
The witnesses called by prosecutors Monday morning largely sketched out Marcum's life for the jury in what's scheduled to be a week-long trial. The victim's brother was followed by a longtime friend, Larry March. Both described Marcum as dedicated to friends and family, and as a woman with a freewheeling spirit who still stayed within sensible bounds. She was the type of aunt who taught her niece and nephew to tie their shoes and tell time, her brother testified. She was someone who'd call three times on a weekday morning to make sure a friend was awake for work, March told the jury.
When Marcum early in her career became tired with accounting, she ran away to join the circus, her brother testified, half-jokingly: She took an office finance job with Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey.
"She loved it," her brother said, adding that when Marcum jumped careers into teaching at her alma mater, American University, her circus experience helped liven up the arid world of numbers for students.

Before she became a professor, Sue Marcum had a finance job with Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey. (American University)


But there were other elements that emerged in court Monday that revealed facets to Marcum that were unknown even to those who were close to her. Her brother said he didn't remember ever meeting Landeros. Marcum had never introduced any of her romantic partners to her family, he said.
Marcum's brother was surprised when, going through her records as executor of her will, he found a $500,000 life insurance policy with Landeros as the sole beneficiary.
Investigators originally believed Marcum had been killed during a botched robbery, but the life insurance policy will be a key piece of evidence prosecutors intend to use to establish a motive for Landeros.
The jury on Monday also heard testimony from police officers indicating the Bethesda ranch home where Marcum lived was in disarray on the morning of the crime. Items had been pulled from drawers in her bedroom. A kitchen window had been broken. Two televisions and assorted bags were stacked on a couch near the front door. Marcum's Jeep was missing.
March told the court he had known Marcum since they had been at American University together. The pair had once dated but remained close in the years leading up to the killing. March said that by fall 2010, he noticed a change in his friend's behavior.
"She was more agitated than usual," March told the jury. "She seemed to be under a lot of stress."
March each morning received multiple wake-up calls from Marcum.
"That morning, I didn't get the wake-up call. I thought I must have slept through the call," he said. "I called her. There was no answer."
Worried about his friend, March left his job as a teacher at a Germantown middle school after second period, driving directly to Marcum's home.
March let himself into the home, called for his friend and saw broken glass on the floor. He found Marcum crumpled at the bottom of a wooden set of stairs leading from the home's basement.
"It was obvious to me she wasn't alive," March told the court.

Notes and mementos are posted on Marcum's office door at American University shortly after her death. (Gerald Martineau/For The Washington Post)
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Tech
Musk doubles down in fight with Trump administration, risking his empire
The tech executive has shown little sign of backing down from a battle over the future of NASA. It has spilled into the Transportation Department, which oversees regulation for Tesla.

(Photos by Ricky Carioti and Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Faiz Siddiqui, Aaron Gregg | 2025-10-23

Top: Secretary of Transportation Sean P. Duffy. Bottom: Tesla CEO Elon Musk. (Photos by Ricky Carioti and Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Over the next several years, Elon Musk aims to take astronauts to the moon using a 403-foot rocket, launch a fleet of autonomous vehicles that lack a steering wheel or pedals, and turn millions of existing Teslas into self-driving cars overnight.
Musk has acknowledged his ambitions require overcoming regulatory hurdles, roadblocks presented by NASA, the U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Aviation Administration and the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
Throwing caution to the wind, Musk took aim at the man overseeing each one of those agencies in X posts this week -- Transportation Secretary and acting NASA administrator Sean P. Duffy -- igniting a new public feud with the Trump administration through an official who possesses direct oversight of his business empire.
"Having a NASA Administrator who knows literally ZERO about rockets & spacecraft undermines the American space program and endangers our astronauts," Musk said in an X post on Wednesday.
Behind the scenes, his business decisions appear to express even more defiance.
In recent days, Tesla has launched a new mode, dubbed "Mad Max," a version of its advanced driver assistance intended to allow vehicles to weave through traffic and maneuver more confidently, but has been reported to roll through stop signs and exceed the speed limit.
The Biden administration took a hard line against similar aggressive maneuvers, leading Tesla in 2022 to issue an update eliminating a "rolling-stop" function, which sent cars through intersections without coming to a complete halt, and a recall of more than 50,000 vehicles. (Tesla said it was not aware of any collisions, injuries or deaths related to the issue at the time.)
The new Mad Max feature, rolled out quietly during the shutdown, which has diminished resources across the federal government, reprises the type of driving behavior previously rejected by regulators for pushing cars afoul of traffic laws.
NHTSA, the federal traffic safety regulator Duffy oversees, disclosed for the first time to The Washington Post that it has now made an inquiry into the Mad Max mode.
A NHTSA spokesman said Tuesday the agency "is in contact with [Tesla] to gather additional information" on the feature. The agency opened a probe earlier this month into reports of traffic violations while Full Self-Driving was active, including running red lights and crossing into opposing lanes of traffic.
Musk's persistent feuding with Trump officials marks a stark contrast to early this year, when he was a key adviser to the president after aiding in his election with hundreds of millions in campaign contributions. At the time, Wall Street expected Musk's cozy relationship with Trump -- Musk proclaimed himself "first buddy" -- to benefit his businesses, helping clear a regulatory pathway for some of his biggest bets.
Tesla's quiet addition of features similar to previously scrutinized capabilities and Musk's skirmishes with people in the Trump administration have caused longtime Musk observers and backers of his companies to say he's putting his businesses at risk. Musk's sparring goes beyond Duffy; he has exchanged barbs with trade adviser Peter Navarro, Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent and even Trump himself.
"You're essentially fighting with the guy in charge," said Tesla investor Ross Gerber, who has become a prominent Musk detractor in recent years. "It's so much self-sabotage."
The Department of Transportation did not respond to an inquiry regarding whether Duffy had any response to Musk's criticisms or how they might impact the agency's work; a DOT spokesperson referred a reporter to NASA. Tesla, SpaceX and Musk did not respond to requests for comment.

Tesla vehicles at a charging station in Glendale, California, on Sept. 23. (Caroline Brehman/EPA/Shutterstock)


Tesla has long aimed to deploy a more aggressive version of its driver-assistance system, Full Self-Driving. But rolling out a feature that includes humanlike driving characteristics is complicated by the fact that such programming often causes vehicles to run afoul of traffic laws.
"When you take an AI-driven system like Tesla's ... and you say, 'Well let's take away a little of its guardrails,'" said Gerber, "This can only make it more dangerous."
"It's more confidently making the mistake," he added.
During Tesla's quarterly earnings call on Wednesday, Musk described a new wave of innovations he expects the company to fulfill. "We're really just at the beginning of scaling, quite massively, Full Self-Driving and Robotaxi and fundamentally changing the nature of transport," Musk said. "There are millions of cars out there that with a software update become full self-driving cars," echoing a promise he has made for years.
Still, Musk said, Tesla's ability to expand its Robotaxi ride-hailing service to around 10 metro areas by year's end hinges on "various regulatory approvals."
Meanwhile, Musk has berated Duffy in a smattering of posts on X continuing more than 36 hours after making his opening jab.
Musk took umbrage with Duffy's suggestion that Artemis III, a NASA mission to land a crewed rocket on the Moon, would be opened to vendors besides Musk's rocket company SpaceX. After initially being awarded $2.89 billion contract, SpaceX has faced numerous setbacks and delays in its effort to deliver a functional moon lander.
Potential competitors include Blue Origin, founded by Washington Post owner Jeff Bezos.
NASA spokeswoman Bethany Stevens said Wednesday that the agency is giving both Blue Origin and SpaceX the opportunity to present "acceleration approaches," while also asking other companies for proposals to speed up the moon mission. "At the President's direction, Sean has focused the agency on one clear goal -- making sure America gets back to the Moon before China," she said.
The agency's current plan requires SpaceX's Starship to be refueled in space, a feat that has never been accomplished by any company or government agency.
"A lot of people have questions on that and they haven't got into to orbit to even demonstrate [the refueling]," said a NASA employee familiar with the matter, speaking on the condition of anonymity fearing retribution. "If we had five more years there would be less concern."
NASA had planned the Artemis III launch for 2024 before delaying it to 2027, but many experts believe that timeline, too, is unrealistic. Duffy, in an appearance on "Fox & Friends," seemed to suggest the timeline would slip another year. "We're going to beat the Chinese and do it in President Trump's term ... so, before 2029 January," Duffy said.

Scaffolding surrounds the Artemis solid rocket boosters at Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral, Florida, March 7. (Steve Nesius/Reuters)


SpaceX has tested Starship 11 times with a mixed record of success. The first, in 2023, saw the rocket lift off successfully before exploding, sending debris hurtling onto a nearby beach. A major breakthrough last October, with a system successfully catching a returning rocket booster, proved short-lived after four subsequent tests ended in explosive failures.
Using Starship for the moon mission will require it to reach complex milestones, causing experts to worry the system won't be ready in time for the maneuvers required by NASA's Artemis III plan.
"SpaceX is far behind in meeting all of the progress milestones it must meet before [Artemis III]," Todd Harrison, a space policy analyst with the American Enterprise Institute, said in an email.
There are numerous other companies working on moon landers. The defense contractor Lockheed Martin has been working on technical and programmatic analysis for lunar landers that would provide more options to NASA, according to an emailed statement from Bob Behnken, the company's vice president of exploration and technology strategy. Texas-based Firefly Aerospace and Japan's iSpace both sent uncrewed landers to the moon earlier this year.
Musk's tirade against Duffy came after the latter singled out SpaceX in comments to CNBC.
"I love SpaceX; it's an amazing company," Duffy said on CNBC's "Squawk Box." "The problem is they're behind. They pushed their timelines out and we're in a race against China. The president and I want to get to the moon in this president's term, so I'm going to open up the contract."
Musk responded to Duffy directly -- with a juvenile meme. Later, he settled on a nickname, "Sean Dummy is trying to kill NASA!" he wrote.
The fraught dynamic is complicated by mutual dependence. Musk's SpaceX has received billions of dollars in U.S. government contracts, while NASA is dependent on SpaceX's equipment and ability to propel people into orbit.
While Duffy, as NASA's acting administrator, seeks to consolidate power over the space program, Musk has pushed for his preferred candidate, Jared Isaacman, to lead the space agency. Trump withdrew Isaacman's nomination in May over his Musk ties and alleged Democratic leanings, though Isaacman responded that he has "been relatively apolitical."
Meanwhile, Musk drew criticism from fans who said he was playing with fire by picking a fight with the person overseeing the Department of Transportation and NASA.
"It's not a smart idea to [upset] the DoT when you need them for [Full Self-Driving] and Robotaxi Elon," one X user responded, referring to Tesla's plans for an autonomous vehicle ride-hailing service.
That hasn't stopped Tesla from enthusiastically touting its new mode.
"If you are running late, this is the mode for you," another person said on X, a testimonial reposted by Tesla with two words: "Mad Max."
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Tech
Meet the people who dare to say no to artificial intelligence
Some students, workers and artists are trying to avoid using artificial intelligence tools, citing concerns about accuracy, privacy or undermining their own skills.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Anna Lefkowitz/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Lisa Bonos | 2025-10-23

(Illustration by Anna Lefkowitz/The Washington Post; iStock)


Some of Ellen Rugaber's high school teachers allow students to use artificial intelligence for schoolwork, but she prefers not to.
"It's part of growing up to learn how to do your own work," said the 16-year-old, who attends school in Arlington, Virginia. She doesn't want to off-load her thinking to a machine and worries about the bias and inaccuracies AI tools can produce, she said.
Abstaining from using AI makes Rugaber one of the few students at her school with strong viewpoints on the technology, she said. Beyond campus, she has company.
As the tech industry and corporate America go all in on artificial intelligence, some people are holding back.
Some tech workers told The Washington Post they try to use AI chatbots as little as possible during the workday, citing concerns about data privacy, accuracy and keeping their skills sharp. Other people are staging smaller acts of resistance, by opting out of automated transcription tools at medical appointments, turning off Google's chatbot-style search results or disabling AI features on their iPhones.
For some creatives and small businesses, shunning AI has become a business strategy. Graphic designers are placing "not by AI" badges on their works to show they're human-made while some small businesses have pledged not to use AI chatbots or image generators.

Allen Hsu, a designer, created the "not by AI" logo as a way to signal works were created by a human. (Courtesy of Allen Hsu)


Across industries and use cases, AI abstainers said it's getting harder -- or is impossible -- to opt out. Tech companies are constantly adding new AI features to smartphones, office software and other products. Some companies require or strongly encourage staff to use AI tools to get work done. Several tech workers spoke on the condition of anonymity in part because being critical of AI could hurt their standing at work.
Many people find AI tools helpful or interesting. ChatGPT has more than 800 million users each week, according to OpenAI. But those trying to avoid AI share a suspicion of the technology with a wide swath of Americans. According to a June survey by the Pew Research Center, 50 percent of U.S. adults are more concerned than excited about the increased use of AI in everyday life, an increase from 37 percent in 2021. The Post has a content partnership with OpenAI.
Michael, a 36-year-old software engineer in Chicago who spoke on the condition that he be identified only by his first name out of fear of professional repercussions, uses DuckDuckGo as his primary search engine, in part because he can turn off its AI features more easily than he can with Google. He routinely disables them for every app he uses -- a task becoming more complex as tech companies embrace AI.
"It feels like a con to me," Michael said of the explosion of AI features in a phone interview. He's concerned about the toll on the environment from data centers behind AI products and thinks the technology is primarily a boon to "venture capitalists' valuation portfolios and not a tool that most people benefit from." He also worries about how companies will use information he types into a chatbot.
Many AI abstainers cited the technology's potential for errors. A 40-something government worker in California, who analyzes statistical data for a federal agency and spoke on the condition of anonymity out of fear of losing his job, said top managers have been pushing staff to use ChatGPT. But he feels the stakes are too high to experiment with a tool that might make mistakes.
If a federal dataset contained made-up information from an AI chatbot, the worker said, "immediately our credibility would be shot, and it's very hard to earn back that trust from the public."
Another federal worker, who handles sensitive intelligence and spoke on the condition of anonymity because he's not authorized to speak publicly, said he gets concerned when junior colleagues turn to ChatGPT to understand government regulations. "They should be actually reading the regulations in full to understand the nuance," the worker said.
This worker said he avoids using his agency's internal AI chatbot because he worries about the legal consequences if he shared incorrect material with foreign partners. It takes him longer to do his work without the automated tool, he said, but the peace of mind is worth it.

Jacob Sears, shown here with his cat Sirius, has tried to turn off AI features wherever he can. (Courtesy of Jacob Sears)


Some people just don't see a need to use AI. Jacob Sears, a 31-year-old who works for a mental health nonprofit in Fairbanks, Alaska, feels inundated by AI wherever he goes. AI-generated images and videos populate his social media feed, productivity tools from Google and Microsoft try to predict the next word he'll type and the graphic design platform Canva nudges him to create an AI-generated image.
"It does really feel like it's being shoved down my throat," Sears said. "I'm not seeing any convincing reason to use it. I can type my own email quicker than I can tell a chatbot what to say."
Sears has tried to turn off AI features wherever he can.
Despite their personal views, Sears and other workers said they can't fully avoid AI, because their offices rely on productivity tools powered by the technology. A 2025 Gallup survey found that 27 percent of white-collar workers reported frequently using AI at work, up from 15 percent since 2024. People in finance, technology and professional services were more likely to be frequent users of AI.
But some people find AI can harm productivity at work. Michael, the Chicago software engineer, said that GitHub's AI-powered Copilot system reviews all changes to his employer's code but recently produced a review that was completely wrong. He had to had correct and document its errors, Michael said. "That actually created work for me and my co-workers," he said. "I'm no longer convinced it's saving us any time or making our code any better."
He also has to correct errors made by junior engineers who are encouraged to use AI to generate code, Michael said. But it's difficult to speak up about such problems. "It's become more stigmatized to say you don't use AI whatsoever in the workplace. You're outing yourself as potentially a Luddite," Michael said.
Workers in several industries told The Post they were concerned that junior employees who leaned heavily on AI wouldn't master the skills required to do their jobs and become a more senior employee capable of training others.
Some young people are making a conscious effort to avoid becoming dependent on AI. Elias Gondwana, a 20-year-old studying plant and animal biology at Deakin University in Melbourne, Australia, said he finds it puzzling when fellow students rely on AI.
"It seems counterintuitive to be going to university to learn as much as you can, and skipping over the most interesting parts of learning something -- or at least the parts that lead to developing interesting skills," Gondwana said.
Gondwana said he thinks it's important to cultivate the patience, communication skills and creativity that are by-products of learning new things. If he were to ask a chatbot rather than reading a text, asking a question of his professor or doing research himself, his brain wouldn't "get everything that it could out of still being malleable," Gondwana said.
While many corporations are heavily invested in AI, some small businesses are purposefully eschewing it. Last month a music venue in Oakland announced it would no longer accept artists' fliers for shows if they had been made with AI tools.
"As an independent alt venue we feel the poster art for a show has always been an essential part of the creative process of live shows. It's like the album cover of the night," Thee Stork Club said in a Sept. 9 Instagram post. Creating poster art with AI is "not very punk," it said.
The response to the policy has been "overwhelmingly positive," Billy Joe Agan, one of Thee Stork Club's co-owners, said in a recent phone interview. Graphic artists from all over the country have since asked to join the club's roster of poster creators, he said.
Some artists and designers have adopted a logo to signal that their content is primarily human-made.
Maciej Harabasz and his partner recently published an adult coloring book of mandala designs and included on the back cover two badges that said "not by AI."
Harabasz, who is 43 and lives in Britain, hopes the badges get people thinking more critically about the books, images and videos they consume. AI-generated content is "pretty on the outside but empty on the inside," Harabasz said. "The humanity isn't there."

Maciej Harabasz, a book designer in Britain, adds "not by AI" badges to projects like this coloring book in an attempt to get people talking about the difference between AI- and human-made content. (Maciej Harabas)



The "not by AI" badges on Harabasz's coloring book. (Maciej Harabas)


Allen Hsu, a 38-year-old user experience designer in Philadelphia, came up with the "not by AI" badges two years ago as a way to "celebrate human authenticity." Anyone can use them as long as they pledge that at least 90 percent of their work was human-made, Hsu said.
Hsu is not completely against AI. One of his project's goals is to encourage humans to keep creating so that AI systems will have fresh material to train on. Unless some people opt to make art without AI help, he reasons, the quality of content made by future AI tools "will be poor."
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Tech
Meta cuts 600 workers in AI unit as it races to compete in tech boom 
Meta is cutting roughly 600 positions in its artificial intelligence division, as the company reorganizes its workforce to better compete in the global AI race

Meta Founder and CEO Mark Zuckerberg speaks at LlamaCon 2025, an AI developer conference, in Menlo Park, California, April 29, 2025. (Jeff Chiu/AP)


By Naomi Nix | 2025-10-22
Meta is cutting roughly 600 positions in its artificial intelligence unit, in a reorganization of its workforce to better compete in the global AI race.
Meta chief AI officer Alexandr Wang, who was poached earlier this year from the start-up Scale AI, informed employees in a memo on Wednesday that the cuts were designed to reduce the size of the team and quicken decision-making so that the AI team can have more impact. The move was first reported by Axios and later confirmed by Meta spokesman Dave Arnold.
The cuts will affect the company's product AI teams, AI infrastructure teams and the FAIR AI research department, which are part of an overarching "superintelligence" lab that has several thousand employees. The cuts will not affect Meta's newly created TBD lab, Meta confirmed. Meta is still expected to continue hiring for the lab.
The reorganization is the latest in a string of changes that started this year when Meta created a new team dedicated to creating superintelligence, a term for machines hoped to one day outperform humans. Meta announced it was making a $14.3 billion investment in AI start-up Scale AI and then brought in Wang, who founded the start-up, to lead the company's AI division.
Since then, Meta has poached top talent artificial intelligence researchers and engineers away from OpenAI, Apple and Google with eye-popping salaries. Zuckerberg has said that he wants to build "the most elite and talent-dense team in the industry." And he has said in a podcast interview that there is "an absolute premium for the best and most talented people."
But as the tech company has built up and recruited new talent for its AI lab, others have left the company. In April, Joelle Pineau, who worked at Meta for about eight years, announced that she was leaving her post leading the Meta AI research lab FAIR. During her tenure, Meta sought to reshape the once-independent artificial intelligence research lab to be more aligned with the company's business and product priorities.
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What's New
I tried Apple and Samsung's face computers to get a glimpse of the future
Big Tech's latest batch of mixed-reality headsets are ready for you, but are they just stopgaps on the way to something else?

(Chris Velazco/TWP)


By Chris Velazco | 2025-10-22
Apple, Samsung and Google are duking it out for a place on your face.
In the past week, these companies rolled out new mixed-reality headsets, devices that immerse you in movies and media, and turn your view of the world into a canvas for the apps you rely on.
Apple's Vision Pro, updated with a new processor and not much else, still costs a hefty $3,499. Samsung's new Galaxy XR headset, revealed Tuesday and running new software from Google, sells for a fraction of that: just $1,799.
Thus far, relatively few people have shelled out money for premium "spatial" computers. That's partly due to bulky designs but also because they aren't clear replacements for the phones and computers we already use. Meanwhile, rivals such as Meta are pushing smaller smart glasses as alternatives -- and gaining traction.
Even so, Big Tech is still trying to prove that mixed-reality headsets could be the next essential gadget in our lives. To get a feel for how they might change the way you do things, I've spent some time strapped into both of these new headsets. Here's what they offer and how they stack up.
When it comes to wearing a computer on your face, every ounce matters -- and there's one clear winner here.
Apple's updated Vision Pro still feels like you're staring through a ship's porthole -- all remains the same as the original. That means you'll start to feel the weight of the future -- about 1.6 pounds -- wearing down your neck after a few hours.

Samsung's $1,799 Galaxy XR headset leans hard on AI tools. (Julian Chokkattu)


Born from a partnership between Samsung and Google, the Galaxy XR might look like a Vision Pro clone, but it's noticeably lighter and more comfortable out of the box. And even though the cameras through which you see the world aren't quite as crisp as the Vision Pro, your field of view in a Galaxy XR is wider and less claustrophobic.
You can pop off the bits that seal the headset across your cheeks, so you can walk around without fear that you'll trip over things the way I did wearing a Vision Pro.
Both let you build a wall of apps in front of you for multitasking, and both let you immerse yourselves in front of big virtual screens when it's movie time. (That said, the Galaxy XR is the only headset of the two that'll let you download a Netflix app.)
Both headsets also let you view eye-catching, 3D-ish versions of photos you've taken. Apple's results tended to be more gripping -- especially when you start flicking through old family photos -- but Samsung gets points for automatically adding depth to videos. And both let you create digital avatars of yourself to fill in on video calls, though for now Samsung's headset can generate only cartoony personas, not photorealistic ones.

The updated Vision Pro runs faster and more smoothly than the original. (Chris Velazco/The Washington Post)


The Vision Pro, however, is a better team player when it comes to connecting with gadgets you might already own. To me, its Virtual Desktop feature -- which lets you use the headset as a huge wearable monitor for a nearby Mac computer -- is still the single most helpful thing this headset can do.
Meanwhile, the Galaxy XR lacks built-in tools to do the same, though some third-party apps might be able to help.
Apple's headset head start also means it has a bigger pool of quality spatial apps available to muck around with. Convincing developers to reimagine (or even just fine-tune) their software takes time, and we'll have to see how persuasive Samsung and Google fare here.
When you're wearing a Vision Pro, you generally have two ways to interact with it. You can ask Siri to do things like launch apps, send messages to people and tweak device settings, or you can do things manually. The headset's built-in eye-tracking cameras turn your gaze into your cursor; once you've locked your focus, you can pinch your fingers to select menu items, and drag app windows to and fro.
A few years of software updates -- not to mention the new Vision Pro's M5 processor -- mean a lot of these actions happen a bit faster than before, but otherwise it's business as usual.
You can operate a Galaxy XR the same way, too, but you have more options.

(Julian Chokkattu)


Instead of your eyes and fingers, you could use a pair of Samsung-made controllers, or even just your hands -- you'll see a sort of bright-white laser beam bursting from your hand to act as your cursor, while you pinch you fingers to make selections. Or you could ask Google's Gemini AI instead, and let it chew on rambling requests and respond accordingly.
In one demo, I had a sprawling view of New York City open in Google Maps, and Gemini gamely whizzed me over the bridge into Brooklyn when I asked to see the menu of a favorite Filipino restaurant in Flatbush.
You can also share whatever you're looking at with Gemini. While thumbing through a French fashion magazine with the headset on, Gemini translated the text aloud for me. And when a pair of sunglasses caught my eye, I invoked Gemini to search for them -- plus some mercifully cheaper look-alikes -- with Google.
All of this is a far cry from what Siri can do on the Vision Pro, and it makes the Galaxy XR feel refreshingly responsive in a way Apple can't match -- for now. That might change when Siri gets a long-awaited AI overhaul next year.

Surrounding yourself with app windows can be helpful, but some may find it overwhelming.


After using both of these headsets for a while, I couldn't help but wonder if these are the right devices for this moment.
Consider the Vision Pro: The (modest) improvements here live up to Apple's claims, and spatial computers still don't get any more sophisticated than this.
But this year's update feels incremental, and there's little here to lure in people who weren't already excited about this concept to start with.
Meanwhile, the cheaper Galaxy XR feels more accessible: The price tag makes it more attainable, and using Google's Gemini to handle more-complex requests is a game changer. Still, I walked away feeling like it was as much a testing ground as a product.
It's a fine way to watch sports or immersive movies for the two to three hours the battery will last. But for Samsung and Google, it's also a means to iron out kinks in the Android XR software -- software that will power a generation of future devices, including a wave of Meta-style smart glasses currently in the works.
Samsung, thankfully, is open about the fact that this headset might not be the next big thing.
The company's appeal, says Drew Blackard, Samsung's senior vice president of mobile product management in the U.S., is that it offers people a taste of the brand-new. Sometimes, that means the company is "too early, or it might be the right technology in the wrong form factor."
For now, I'm still no closer to giving up my phone or computer.
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What's New
ChatGPT just came out with its own web browser. Use it with caution.
OpenAI's Atlas promises AI-powered convenience. The price? Letting ChatGPT track and store "memories" of what you do online.

OpenAI, the maker of ChatGPT, has launched a web browser called Atlas. (Dado Ruvic/Reuters)


By Geoffrey A. Fowler | 2025-10-22
The maker of the world's most popular chatbot, ChatGPT, launched a web browser this week that promises to make surfing the internet smarter. In exchange, ChatGPT Atlas wants permission to watch -- and remember -- everything you do online.
The browser from OpenAI out-surveils even Google Chrome, and that's saying something. It doesn't just log which websites you visit; it also stores "memories" of what you look at and do on those sites. It can even grab control of your mouse and browse for you.
It's too early to evaluate whether Atlas's new artificial intelligence capabilities are useful enough to make it worth all the data gathering. But the implications for privacy are vast, and the controls for managing what Atlas remembers are confusing at best.
There's a lot at stake in which browser you choose. It's your daily portal to the internet -- a spigot of lucrative information that companies can use to target you with ads, steer you toward certain sites, and train AI on your behaviors and interests.
OpenAI isn't alone in trying to reinvent browsers with AI. Search engine Perplexity makes a browser called Comet, and Google has in recent months added its Gemini bot to Chrome -- and says it will soon also add agent capabilities that let AI do tasks for you. (The Washington Post has partnerships with OpenAI and Perplexity.)
So what does Atlas actually do? It replaces Google with ChatGPT as the main source to find websites and information. An "Ask ChatGPT" button in the upper right lets you chat with the bot about pages you're viewing. For instance, you could ask it to summarize an article or analyze data. And it puts ChatGPT one click away for tasks such as revising email drafts.

Users can ask ChatGPT to recall and reopen sites they have visited in the past. (OpenAI)


"The goal was to make it easier for ChatGPT to work alongside you as you browse the web," said Adam Fry, OpenAI's Atlas product lead.
But reviewing Atlas's privacy practices and controls revealed something darker. Behind the scenes, it is working to learn much more about you. If you grant permission during setup, the browser builds a trove of memories about sites you visit and surfaces them "when you need" them. You could tell Atlas: "Open the Halloween decorations I was looking at last week in some tabs," and it could do it.
Atlas remembers not just website addresses, but "facts and insights" from the sites themselves based on summaries of the content OpenAI makes on its own servers. It might remember you have a trip coming up, prefer Delta Air Lines and use Google Calendar, Fry said.
These memories shape your experience across the browser. ChatGPT tailors its responses to your Atlas memories in future chats. And the browser's home screen offers personalized suggestions of things you should do next, such as "find a vegetarian recipe."
(By contrast, Google's Chrome doesn't let Gemini store memories about the contents of webpages. But Gemini can -- if you ask it to -- answer questions about your web browsing history.)
That level of personalization brings privacy risks that are hard to understand, much less control. There are things you might want an AI to remember and bring up again in the future -- and things you definitely wouldn't, such as relationship troubles or that embarrassing medical condition you researched at 2 a.m.
The details of what Atlas will or won't remember get confusing fast. OpenAI says memories could include tasks you're working on and your preferences, but not entire page contents. Atlas isn't supposed to remember government IDs, bank account numbers, addresses, passwords, medical records and financial information. It also isn't supposed to attempt to remember the content of adult websites.
However, a test found that Atlas kept memories about registering for "sexual and reproductive health services via Planned Parenthood Direct," according to Lena Cohen, a staff technologist at the Electronic Frontier Foundation. It also kept a memory about the name of a real doctor. "The extensive data collection in the Atlas browser could be a privacy nightmare for users," she said.
You can control Atlas's memories, but it takes effort. In the address bar, you can tell Atlas not to remember certain websites. Clearing your browsing history is supposed to clear memories from that period. In settings, Atlas shows a list of its memories, which you can delete individually or all at once. But this memory file is separate from the one ChatGPT already keeps about you.
Atlas offers an "incognito" mode that doesn't add to your history or memories. But like Chrome's misleadingly named mode, it doesn't actually hide you from other websites or even from ChatGPT itself.
Companies love to claim that they give users control over data collection. But offering scattered privacy settings isn't the same as meaningful control. A 747 aircraft has lots of controls, too. But that doesn't mean just anyone can fly it.

Users can toggle between whether ChatGPT can see the content on pages visited. (OpenAI)


"We are using memory specifically to enhance the product features of Atlas -- not for anything else," Fry said. "The way we use data here is pretty different from social media companies that build interest profiles."
OpenAI also does not have an advertising business, he said. Yet.
Online surveillance can have serious consequences: Will governments be able to ask OpenAI to hand over people's browsing data and memories? What if they're researching activities that are illegal in certain states, such as abortion? OpenAI didn't immediately respond to my question.
In one area, Atlas takes a more conservative approach. By default, it doesn't use the contents of your browser for training its AI -- though there's a setting to turn that on if you want. (This is separate from whether your ChatGPT conversations can be used for training, which does happen by default.)
Atlas also introduces new risks by letting AI operate your browser for you. These agents can go on shopping hunts or, as I wrote recently, help you quit subscriptions. But AI agents are still prone to mistakes -- and when an agent has access to a browser with your log-in credentials and payment info, that's a lot of power to hand over.
Fry said Atlas lets people use agent mode in a completely cleared-out version of the browser. And certain high-risk tasks involving money happen only in a mode where the user is supposed to monitor what the AI is doing.
Browsers have evolved from simple windows to the web into sophisticated data-collection tools. Atlas might make browsing more convenient -- but only if you're comfortable letting AI deep into your life.
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National
Michigan women, doctors sue over end-of-life choices during pregnancy
Nine Michigan residents are suing Gov. Gretchen Whitmer (D) and other state officials over a law that voids a pregnant patient's health care advance directive.

(iStock)


By Praveena Somasundaram | 2025-10-23
As an emergency medicine physician, Viktoria Koskenoja has seen families struggle with deciding how to care for loved ones incapacitated by illness or injury.
Those encounters drove her to draft an advance directive for her own care if a time came when she could no longer make those decisions herself. It includes her wish to be removed from life support if she were ever incapacitated with no hope of recovery, even if she were pregnant.
But Michigan, her home state, invalidates advance directives and living wills when women are pregnant.
Now, Koskenoja is taking it to court.
On Thursday, she joined her husband and seven other Michiganders in a lawsuit seeking to overturn the pregnancy exclusion in Michigan's advance directive law, arguing it violates the right to reproductive freedom in the state constitution.
Michigan is one of more than two dozen states with laws that nullify advance directives for pregnant patients or otherwise restrict their ability to refuse life-sustaining treatment.
Many have been in effect for decades but went largely unnoticed until this spring, when a brain-dead pregnant woman in Georgia was kept on life support for four months until her baby was delivered. Her family's public recounting of the ordeal has triggered complex questions about the end-of-life decisions pregnant women and their loved ones can legally make -- issues heightened by the ongoing fight over abortion access since the fall of Roe v. Wade.
Koskenoja, a 39-year-old mother of two, first learned of Michigan's pregnancy provision when she and her spouse were in the midst of estate planning.
As her lawyer explained it to her, she felt angry that her husband, whom she met in college and who would be her medical decision-maker if she were ever incapacitated, would be limited in options.
"It's so frustrating that state law can overrule the decisions that I leave in his hands when he knows me better than anyone," she said. "And the state doesn't know me at all."
Spokespeople for Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer (D), who is named as a defendant, did not immediately respond to a request for comment from The Washington Post on Thursday afternoon, nor did representatives for Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel, Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson, Health and Human Services Director Elizabeth Hertel, and Licensing and Regulatory Affairs Director Marlon Brown, who are also listed as defendants.
The plaintiffs are being represented by Michigan attorney Kenneth Mogill, the law firm Perkins Coie and two advocacy groups -- Compassion & Choices and If/When/How -- which focus on end-of-life care and reproductive health care, respectively. The groups brought a similar case this year in Kansas, which is ongoing, and in Idaho in 2018, where they won.
Of the states that invalidate a pregnant patient's advance directive, Michigan is an outlier.
It is the only one that broadly protected abortion and reproductive rights in state law shortly after Roe v. Wade fell. After the Supreme Court eliminated the constitutional right to an abortion in 2022, Michiganders voted months later to reinstate it. They approved a ballot measure that guaranteed the "right to make and effectuate decisions about all matters relating to pregnancy" and also reelected Whitmer, who anchored her gubernatorial campaign around abortion. Shortly after the election, Whitmer ordered Michigan officials and agencies to ensure all state laws and policies comported with the measure.
In May, activists successfully used Michigan's reproductive freedom amendment in court to get rid of certain abortion restrictions the state had on the books, including a mandatory 24-hour waiting period.
The new lawsuit argues that Michigan's advance directive law also violates the amendment.
The statute, more than two decades old, bars an incapacitated pregnant person's "patient advocate" -- the person designated to make decisions for the patient -- from withdrawing life-sustaining treatment if it would result in death.
"It takes away an important right from women of reproductive age that other adults with capacity in the state of Michigan have," said Kayte Spector-Bagdady, a health law professor at the University of Michigan Medical School.
It also means doctors may have to continue giving life-sustaining treatment even if it is against the patient's wishes, the lawsuit says. Four of the plaintiffs, including Koskenoja, are physicians who provide end-of-life care or work with pregnant patients.
Michigan lawmakers have already been considering whether to get rid of the pregnancy provision. The state House is weighing a bill that would allow patient advocates to make decisions about life support, after the state Senate passed it in April. That same month, lawmakers in Washington state passed a bill to remove its pregnancy exclusion.
In reality, instances when families and physicians are forced to make decisions about life support for pregnant people are rare, at least to the public eye, and women of childbearing age are not likely to have a formal advance directive. Most are probably not aware that their end-of-life wishes may not be honored if they are pregnant because a majority of states with restrictions do not disclose them in the associated documents, according to a 2019 study.
But a handful of cases have wound up in court.
More than a decade before Adriana Smith's family faced these questions in Georgia, a pregnant woman in Texas was kept on life support against her wishes in another case that gained national attention.
Marlise Munoz, 33, was about 14 weeks pregnant when she was pronounced brain-dead. She had told her family that she did not want to be kept on life support, but doctors did not unplug her.
They knew the fetus was no longer viable but said they were bound by Texas's advance directive law to keep Munoz on life support. Her husband sued, and the hospital disconnected life support after two months following a judge's order.
Koskenoja, who has treated pregnant women suffering from sudden life-threatening conditions, said Smith's case jolted the medical community. It drove Koskenoja to write and sign a new advance directive in September, including instructions in the event she was pregnant -- even though, for now, it would not be valid in Michigan.
"That is all taken out of your hands," she said.
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Investigations
U.S. Anglican Church archbishop accused of sexual misconduct, abuse of power
An attempted kiss, cash payments and other allegations roil the Anglican Church in North America.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Michael Domine/The Washington Post; Grace Beahm Alford/The Post and Courier)


By Ian Shapira | 2025-10-23
The Anglican Church in North America -- forged from the headline-grabbing conservative revolt against the Episcopal Church's first openly gay bishop -- is now confronting allegations by clergy and parishioners against two of its top leaders: One is accused of sexual misconduct, while the other allegedly abused his power by allowing men with troubling histories into the church.
The denomination's senior-most official, Archbishop Stephen Wood, 62, has been accused by a former children's ministry director of putting his hand against the back of her head and trying to kiss her in his office in April 2024. The incident allegedly occurred two months before he was elected to the helm, according to a new church presentment, which The Washington Post obtained in advance of its Monday submission.
The woman, who gave an interview to The Post, also accused Wood of giving her thousands of dollars in unexpected payments from church coffers before the alleged advance. Wood, a married father of four sons, remains the rector of St. Andrew's Church in the Charleston, South Carolina, area, and a bishop overseeing a diocese of more than 40 churches across the South.
If the presentment triggers an ecclesiastical trial, Wood could be defrocked and forced to step down. He is the first archbishop in the Anglican Church in North America to face a presentment, a denomination spokeswoman said.
Wood declined to answer specific questions about the accusations in the presentment.
"I do not believe these allegations have any merit," Wood said in a statement. "I place my faith and trust in the process outlined in our canons to bring clarity and truth in these matters and respectfully decline to comment further at this time."
Wednesday morning, the senior warden of St. Andrew's Church informed congregants of the complaint against Wood and alerted them to The Post's reporting. "This is a painful and very personal process for all involved," wrote Mike Hughes, the church's senior warden, in an email.

Then-Bishop Stephen Wood of St. Andrew's Church in Mount Pleasant, South Carolina, in 2020. (Grace Beahm Alford/Charleston Post and Courier)


The presentment -- a report that chronicles formal allegations of canonical offenses -- is unfolding amid a protracted ecclesiastical trial against another leader, Stewart Ruch III, an Anglican bishop who oversees a diocese of 18 churches in the Midwest. Parishioners and clergy have accused Ruch, 58, of allowing men with histories of violence or sexual misconduct to worship or hold staff or leadership roles in his diocese.
Testimony in Ruch's trial, which was conducted privately on Zoom, wrapped up in mid-October. A verdict from the court's seven-member panel of judges -- a group of bishops, priests and parishioners -- is expected to arrive later this year. Ruch declined to comment through a diocese spokeswoman, who cited a court directive prohibiting him from media interviews during the trial.
"Unfortunately, the problems at the highest levels of the ACNA are deeper, wider and more entrenched than many of its own parishioners realize," said Andrew Gross, an Anglican priest who was the Anglican Church's communications director from 2013 until early this year. "The ACNA has never before had to deal with serious allegations of misconduct by the archbishop. This is a crisis without precedent, and how these concerns are handled will determine the future trajectory of the denomination and its credibility."
A denomination spokeswoman, Kate Harris, said the church could not comment on the accusations against Wood, but she noted that the alleged misconduct predates his tenure as archbishop. She added that once the complaint is "validated as a presentment," a Board of Inquiry will determine whether it warrants an ecclesiastical trial.
Claire Buxton, 42, the former children's ministry director at St. Andrew's who accused Wood of trying to kiss her, said that the alleged advance came after numerous church employees remarked upon Wood's "excessive praise and fondness" for her.
"I was in shock," said Buxton, a divorced mother of three sons. Her issues with Wood, she added, are symptomatic of the denomination's wider problems. "It's just bizarre to me how far we -- the Anglican Church in North America and its leadership -- have gotten away from basic morals and principles."




Founded in 2009, the denomination has churches that span 49 states, plus several regions in Canada and Mexico. It counts 128,000 members across more than 1,000 congregations. In the suburbs of D.C., the Falls Church Anglican in Virginia -- with about 1,400 Sunday worshipers -- is one of its largest and includes among its members the former chief of staff to Vice President Mike Pence, a federal judge appointed by President Donald Trump, and a former chief executive of a massive Republican super PAC.
The denomination, which identifies as a "province" of a global network of orthodox Anglican churches, anchors itself in the Old and New testaments and the Book of Common Prayer, while supporting causes embraced by political conservatives.
The Anglican Church in North America labels same-sex relationships as a sin and refuses to bless same-sex marriages or ordain "persons who engage in homosexual behavior," according to the church's canons. Women may serve as deacons and priests in some dioceses but are barred from becoming bishops or archbishops. The denomination also opposes abortion.
Beyond confronting the allegation of making an unwanted advance on his employee, Wood also faces complaints from priests that he plagiarized sermons and bullied and disparaged church staffers in the years before he became archbishop. The presentment accuses Wood of violating his ordination vows, committing sexual immorality and bringing "scandal and offense" upon his office.
In recent years, the denomination has been confronted by other controversies involving top leaders.
In June 2020, one Anglican bishop was removed from ministry after pleading guilty to ecclesiastical charges of "sexual immorality" and "conduct giving just cause for scandal" for his use of pornography. Another bishop was defrocked in May 2024 after sending more than 11,000 text messages to a married woman, among other accusations. Later that year, the current and former rectors of the Falls Church Anglican were issued "Godly admonitions" for mishandling sex abuse allegations against a former youth minister.
This year, in June, the Rev. Austin Becton, rector of an Anglican church in Nashville, was admonished and said he was suspended because he posted on Facebook that the church should repent for excluding LGBTQ+ Christians. His bishop wrote Becton a letter saying his social media post "sound[s] to reasonable readers as affirming sexual practices outside of norms held by scripture and tradition." Becton ultimately resigned.

St. Andrew's Church. (Reshma Kirpalani/The Washington Post)


"I have grown increasingly troubled by broader patterns within the Anglican Church in North America," Becton wrote to parishioners, explaining his resignation. He noted the problems involving Ruch, the Upper Midwest bishop, and added: "These are not simply lapses in judgment or isolated failures in leadership. They are symptoms of a structure designed, often unknowingly, to protect itself at all costs."
Meanwhile, the ecclesiastical trial against Ruch has deepened the church's crisis. One prosecutor quit after accusing in a public letter a trial judge of using material "not properly in the trial record" to question the Ruch investigation in open court. In his own public defense, the chief judge said their inquiries were appropriate. The next prosecutor also quit after a potential conflict of interest was raised between him and Ruch.
When the controversies surfaced in August on the podcast "Anglican Unscripted," whose weekly episodes attract thousands of listeners, the conversation ventured into the uncertainty engulfing the denomination.
"Can we now say that the ACNA has integrity at the very top anymore?" asked the show's co-host, the Rev. George Conger, who presides over an Episcopal church in Florida.
Co-host Kevin Kallsen, an Anglican parishioner in Maryland, speaking as though he were talking directly with church officials, replied: "You have evolved from something glorious into something hideous."
The episode's title: "Is the ACNA Past Tense?"
The Anglican Church in North America was born after a moment of moral outrage. In August 2003, a majority of Episcopal Church bishops voted to confirm the Rev. V. Gene Robinson of New Hampshire as its first openly gay bishop.
The decision -- which led the front pages of major newspapers -- compelled many of the Episcopal Church's conservatives to break away. Eventually, those traditionalists formed the new Anglican denomination.
Wood -- then a rector overseeing St. Andrew's -- guided his parishioners through the split and, by 2010, his church voted to join the Anglican Church in North America. Soon, he began climbing the denomination's hierarchy. Two years later, he took on a second job as its first bishop of the Diocese of the Carolinas. During his consecration, Wood wore a cross around his neck and carried a large staff. He was introduced as "My Lord."
"I have learned more from my boys and my wife about the nature of the Gospel than anybody other than Christ and his Spirit," he told parishioners at the ceremony.
In his new role, Wood joined the Anglican Church's College of Bishops, the body that appoints the archbishop and disciplines bishops who violate church canons. The church's rules require that a bishop must "uphold and defend the faith and order of the Church willingly and as God wants him to -- not greedy for money, but eager to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to his care, but being a wholesome example to the entire flock of Christ."
For Wood, who grew up in Ohio, the path toward God was hardly preordained, he said last year during a church assembly. Initially, he wanted to go to law school, then become a prosecutor and land in Washington.
"I wanted to put bad guys in jail," Wood said, "and then I wanted to go to Congress and write good laws so that bad guys don't hurt people."
In September 2019, seven years into his tenure running both St. Andrew's and the Diocese of the Carolinas, Wood confronted pushback. In a letter to Wood, which was private until now, the Rev. Hamilton Smith, the rector of St. Thomas' Church in Mount Pleasant, South Carolina, wrote: "I do not feel you have moral authority required to hold the office of Bishop."
Wood preached sermons he did not write and tried to pass them off as his own work, Smith alleged. During staff meetings, Wood publicly shamed and cursed at colleagues, the letter said. Smith also questioned a $60,000 truck provided by the diocese for Wood's church visits, noting that Wood mentioned the vehicle to him only in the context of Wood's hunting trips.

The Rev. Hamilton Smith, the rector of St. Thomas' Church in Mount Pleasant, questioned Wood's behavior. (Reshma Kirpalani/The Washington Post)


"Is a $60,000 truck the most cost efficient vehicle to accomplish this task?" Smith asked in the letter. "There are clergy in the Diocese that do not have any or have poor health insurance or retirement plans. ... You have told me numerous times that you are a sinner who had 'a really bad year'/'a horrible season' in which you did things you now regret. While I rejoice in this self understanding, grace and forgiveness have limits."
The next day, Wood offered a short reply, according to correspondence Smith shared with The Post.
"As you note at the end of your letter I do have a different perspective on the items you enumerate," Wood wrote. "Please continue to pray for me/us."
But Smith could not overcome his frustrations with Wood, and soon led his parishioners to leave Wood's diocese.
"This was the most difficult decision of my ministry," Smith told his church at the time.
In June 2024, two months after Buxton alleged that Wood tried to kiss her, the College of Bishops met in conclave and elected him as the Anglican Church in North America's third archbishop.
The ascension to the church's highest position endowed Wood with substantial authority.
He chairs many of the church's top governing bodies, which set the annual budget and ratify key constitutional changes, among other tasks. When a bishop faces a presentment, Wood gets to appoint the members of a Board of Inquiry, which determines whether the accusations warrant ecclesiastical trials. On top of that, Wood also can select the prosecutors for those trials. In his own case, he would recuse himself from those appointments, a denomination spokeswoman said.

Wood, during a rehearsal for his investiture service in October 2024. (Obtained by The Washington Post)


Wood also retained his job as rector of St. Andrew's and kept his position as bishop of the Diocese of the Carolinas, which includes churches in Texas, Georgia and Tennessee. Because Wood is still a bishop, he holds on to yet another power -- the ability to vote on punishments for any bishop found guilty at an ecclesiastical trial.
In South Carolina, Wood's elevation rattled a group of his former colleagues, most of them now priests. For years, they said in interviews, they privately shared stories that Wood demeaned them or others when they worked at St. Andrew's. But it was Claire Buxton's fresh accusations that spurred them to action.
By early 2025, the group drafted formal church charges based on six affidavits that accuse Wood of abusive behavior. In September, the group quietly secured the support of at least 10 Anglican priests and parishioners to sign and swear to the presentment, a prerequisite for its submission.
But the day after the presentment was submitted, the denomination threw up what its authors regard as a roadblock: The denomination asked that all 11 endorsers re-sign the presentment under a statement attesting to the allegations' truth "under penalties of perjury." In an email to the lead signatory, a denomination official said this was "common practice" noting that prior presentments have been resubmitted for the same reason.
The Rev. Rob Sturdy, an Anglican priest who wrote one of the presentment's affidavits, said in an interview that his group will not comply. He said they followed the denomination's canons, which do not contain a "perjury" standard.

The Rev. Robert Sturdy wrote one of the affidavits that accuse Wood of misconduct. (Reshma Kirpalani/The Washington Post)


"This noncanonical requirement feels like an attempt to intimidate our signatories with potential legal action," Sturdy, now an Anglican chaplain who serves students at The Citadel, said in an interview. "A church that can't do right by victims of sexual abuse should not exist."
His affidavit alleges, among other things, that Wood frequently bragged about a woman from another church whom he said "he could have ... anytime he wanted."
"We have out-of-control men with absolute power and leaders who refuse to hold them accountable," Sturdy said.
In her interview and affidavit, Buxton said Wood began to act inappropriately with  her in October 2021, shortly after she was promoted as the children's ministry director at St. Andrew's. At a local park for a celebration of Wood's tenure, he hugged her, she said, but then slowly slid his hand down her lower back, letting it linger.
"I called my parents afterward to tell them that it felt 'sensual' and I was concerned that he was attracted to me," Buxton wrote in her affidavit, "but they both said it was probably nothing and I was mistaken, so I told myself it was nothing."
A year later, in September 2022, during a visit to his office, Wood gossiped about sexual affairs of other people at his church and elsewhere, Buxton wrote. He said he fired one employee because, in his words, "she slept with everyone."
Two months later, by the church's front desk, Wood handed her a folded check for $1,500 made out to her, she said. The check, reviewed by The Post, came from a church account, labeled "St. Andrews Church Rector's Mercy Fund." She said in her affidavit that it was signed by him.

Claire Buxton, formerly a children's ministry director at St. Andrew's Church, alleges that Archbishop Stephen Wood tried to kiss her in April 2024. (Reshma Kirpalani/The Washington Post)


Wood told her it was from someone who thought she "was doing an amazing job," she wrote in her affidavit. "I looked up shocked, and he was smiling back at me as he walked away." The payment felt unusual, Buxton said -- bonuses typically came with formal notices and were deposited into bank accounts. But she needed the money and accepted the check.
As the months went on, he called her "Claire Bear" in front of other people, she wrote. One female colleague told Buxton she'd pray that Wood would find her "repulsive." Buxton reported her concerns to at least four employees named in the affidavit.
In July 2023, she said, a church official deposited $500 into Buxton's bank account, telling her that Wood said she needed it. Buxton shared her online bank statement with The Post confirming the transaction.
That September, Wood summoned her to his office and said he was "prepared to send" her to a nearby luxury resort, The Sanctuary, because she seemed "off." "You can get spa treatments, I'll hire you a babysitter. You can get a fancy room, whatever you want," she recalled him telling her. Buxton declined.
"With all his growing attention and affection, I was really terrified that if I went, he might come," she wrote in the affidavit.
Three months later, Wood handed her an envelope in her office with cash inside, she wrote. She told him, "You can't do this," but he said the money wasn't from him. She didn't believe him but accepted it. Then, he told her to count the cash right there. So, she did. The amount was $1,500.
By now, she said she'd received a total of $3,500 in surprise payments over 13 months.
"We are taught to trust someone in his position, so it often felt wrong for me to question or say no to him, even when I felt uncomfortable," Buxton said. "But I also knew it would come in handy for Christmas presents for my kids. Ultimately, it wasn't worth saying no because it would have been a confrontation."
In the spring of 2024, after Wood learned Buxton was going on a church mission to the Bahamas, it was announced that he and his wife would join, too. Buxton feared that even with his wife's presence,  Wood might "try and initiate a physical relationship" with her, she wrote. So, she decided to confront him.

Buxton holds cards from children at St. Andrew's Church. (Reshma Kirpalani/The Washington Post)



Buxton resigned from her job. (Reshma Kirpalani/The Washington Post)


On April 23, 2024, she arrived at his third-floor office, whose green walls were mounted with numerous taxidermied animal heads. She took a seat on a leather chair, while he settled into a rocking chair next to her.
"I'm so tired. I can't do this," she recalled saying to him, according to her affidavit.
But she was afraid of being too direct.
"You know how special you are to me. You're my favorite person in the world," he told her, Buxton's affidavit said.
He encouraged her to think of the trip as a vacation and said he "didn't want" his wife to go, she wrote. He mentioned a beach bar and a pool, recounting someone saying, "You can get knocked up just by swimming in that pool."
As she got up to leave, Wood tried to give her an "intimate" hug. Then, she said, he escalated the situation.
"He put his hand on the back of my head and tried to turn it up towards him while he slowly brought his face towards my face to kiss me," she wrote in her affidavit. "I dropped my face down towards his shoulder so he couldn't. He held for a second and then let go, and I said, 'Ok, bye,' and ran out of his office."
She immediately told a colleague about the incident, she said.
During the Bahamas mission, she said, nothing physical transpired between them. But she said in her affidavit that his behavior made her uncomfortable. At a lunch with other people, she said, he put a forkful of food in her face and insisted she eat it.
Two months later, in June 2024, Buxton resigned. But Wood's election as archbishop later that month galvanized her.
"I was devastated when he became archbishop. It was the responsibility of the bishops to vet him and they failed at it, horribly," Buxton said. "Now, I just want the truth to come out so other people don't get hurt and that the church is held accountable."
***
Earlier this year, during his address at the Anglican Church's annual governing meeting, Wood touted growing attendance and the church's new profitability. New rules, he said, were adopted to protect congregants from abuse.
"I take it seriously," said Wood, dressed in a blazer, a purple bishop's shirt and white clerical collar. "It's why you're going to hear a lot about safeguarding from me this year."
Top: Illustration by Michael Domine/The Washington Post; Grace Beahm Alford/Charleston Post and Courier; Courtesy of Claire Buxton
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Weather
Tropical Storm Melissa tracker: Map and projected storm path
Melissa is the 13th named storm of the hurricane season.

(The Washington Post)


By Dylan Moriarty, Szu Yu  Chen, N. Kirkpatrick | 2025-10-22
Tropical Storm Melissa has formed in the Caribbean Sea and is on a path toward Jamaica and Haiti. It is expected to bring tropical storm-strength rain and winds to multiple Caribbean Islands by Thursday or Friday and later grow into a hurricane. Hurricane watches cover southern Haiti, including Port-au-Prince, while a tropical storm watch is in effect for Jamaica.
Only when tropical cyclones in the Atlantic Ocean encounter the right ingredients for long enough do they strengthen to the point of designation.
Meteorologists at the National Hurricane Center pay close attention to a cyclone's wind speed, which determines its class. Once it reaches 39 mph for at least one minute, it's classified as a tropical storm and given a name; at 74 mph, the storm becomes a Category 1 hurricane, and continues through Category 5.
These classifications help officials predict the possible risks and damage and send warnings of what to expect from the strong winds, waves, rains and floods when they hit land.
It's dangerous to be caught in tropical storm-force winds. Stronger hurricane-force winds can destroy homes and buildings and send debris flying. 
The winds can also push seawater inland for miles, causing an abnormal rise in seawater levels, known as storm surge -- the leading cause of death during a hurricane in the United States, according to the National Weather Service. Large waves are also a risk to people and property.
As a storm moves further inland, flooding becomes a major risk. Cyclones often produce more than six inches of heavy rain, which can overwhelm drainage systems and the ability of the ground to absorb the water, causing flash floods. Flooding may persist for days after a storm.
Hurricane season historically peaks around mid-September. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration predicts 13 to 19 tropical storms this year, including three to five that could become major hurricanes.
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Obituaries
Arthur Waskow, activist rabbi who bridged faith and politics, dies at 92
An outspoken voice for progressive causes, he created the "Freedom Seder," invoking contemporary issues while telling the Passover story.

Rabbi Arthur Waskow at a Washington news conference in 2010, affirming the right of American Muslims to establish houses of worship, specifically a proposed Muslim cultural center in New York City. (Saul Loeb/AFP/Getty Images)


By Michelle Boorstein | 2025-10-22
Arthur Waskow, who evolved from a policy wonk into an activist rabbi, helping build the modern Jewish social justice movement into a force in the United States, died Oct. 20 at his home in Philadelphia. He was 92.
The cause was chronic respiratory failure, said his son, David Waskow.
Rabbi Waskow founded and helped nurture multiple national organizations dedicated to the spiritual activism he saw as core to Judaism. Through groups including the Shalom Center and T'ruah: The Rabbinic Call for Human Rights, he developed spiritual practices as well as secular political strategies to address topics including climate change, Palestinian rights, racism and nuclear weapons.
In what was initially seen as a radical fusion of Judaism and political activism, he engaged in civil disobedience -- he was arrested more than two dozen times, including outside an Immigration and Customs Enforcement facility during the first Trump administration -- and wrote books that bridged the secular and spiritual, with titles including "Handbook for Heretics and Prophets: A New Torah for a New World" and "Down-to-Earth Judaism: Food, Money, Sex, and the Rest of Life."
Ordained at age 62, Rabbi Waskow was named one of the country's 50 most influential rabbis by Newsweek in 2007. Eight years later, the Jewish news site the Forward listed him as one of America's most inspiring rabbis.
"His was not a polite liberalism," rabbi and journalist Jay Michaelson wrote in a tribute this week for the Forward, adding that even before he was ordained, Rabbi Waskow "had little patience when contemplative practice turned too inward, or turned away from the problems of justice toward mystical or theological speculation."
In 1982, Rabbi Waskow was attending a retreat center near Baltimore for Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year, when he learned that an Israeli-aligned militia had massacred hundreds of Palestinian civilians in Beirut. He pulled out a newspaper article about the massacres and "chanted it as the haftarah at the morning service," the Jewish Telegraphic Agency later reported.
His son recalled that Rabbi Waskow saw a prophetic duty in "showing the world as it is, calling out the truth."
"He transformed the way we talk about Jews and social justice," Rabbi Jill Jacobs, the chief executive of T'ruah, said in a phone interview. "In terms of putting it into religious language, we will never know the impact he had on American Judaism. Ideas he invented have now become so normal that a young person doesn't know it came from him, they just think it's from Sinai."
Today there are as many as 70 U.S. Jewish organizations that work together on social justice issues, according to Jacobs; the vast majority were founded in the 1990s or later. Rabbi Waskow was not the only person to fuel their growth, she said, but he was a major force in crafting a now-mainstream approach to Judaism that says the faith "is not meant to stand above and apart from ordinary life, but rather to guide our actions in this life," as Jacobs put it in a tribute.

Rabbi Waskow in 2004. (Jacqueline Larma/AP)


Rabbi Waskow often said that his life was transformed by the assassination of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., in April 1968, and by the riots, violence and police crackdowns he witnessed in Washington and elsewhere in the aftermath of the killing.
At the time, he was a civil rights activist, anti-war demonstrator and historian, working closely with Black communities in the District. Days after the assassination, he was preparing to sit down for Passover, when Jews retell the story of their exodus from slavery, when he passed a military vehicle in the street and was struck by a historical resonance.
"My guts began to say: 'This is Pharaoh's army,'" he told The Post in 2018. "The seder became not just serious -- it became explosive, like a volcano. Like discovering a volcano you didn't even know existed in your own backyard. ... Something blew up. Wham."
Rabbi Waskow went on to write a new Haggadah, a text for the Passover seder, that linked past and present, incorporating quotes from King, Mohandas K. Gandhi, the enslaved preacher Nat Turner and the Black Panther leader Eldridge Cleaver, among others. Published in 1969, it became known as the "Freedom Seder" Haggadah.
The Rabbinical Alliance of America, an Orthodox organization, denounced the text as "offensive," declaring that Rabbi Waskow had no authority to make "radical changes" to the Haggadah. But the Freedom Seder, and similar versions for other liberation causes, became common in many American households.
Interviewed by The Post in 2018, Rabbi Waskow invoked a chemistry lesson in describing its influence: "If you have a supersaturated solution and you drop a crystal into that solution, the whole solution crystallizes. I was lucky enough to be the one who dropped the crystal into the solution. And, wow, was it ready."

Rabbi Waskow at a 2010 news conference in New York City, joining an interfaith group in showing support for a proposed mosque to be built near Ground Zero. (Spencer Platt/Getty Images)


The older of two brothers, Arthur Irwin Waskow was born in Baltimore on Oct. 12, 1933, to a family of left-leaning activists. His father was a public school teacher and union organizer; his mother was a homemaker who volunteered with Americans for Democratic Action.
Rabbi Waskow graduated from Johns Hopkins University in 1954 and received a doctorate in American history from the University of Wisconsin in 1963. He served as a legislative aide in Congress and was a fellow at the Institute for Policy Studies, a leading progressive think tank, where he sparred with co-founders Marcus Raskin and Richard J. Barnet while spearheading a unionization drive.
Reporting on the labor battle in 1977, The Post described Rabbi Waskow as "a bearded firebrand whose voluminous writings were punctuated with such exhortations as 'Liberation Now!' and 'Stop Pharaoh Nixon.'"
The King assassination and subsequent Passover "was almost a burning bush moment" for Rabbi Waskow, his son David said in a phone interview. "It was a revelatory moment that fused something that was there for the next 57 years."
Rabbi Waskow served as an alternate delegate, representing D.C., at the 1968 Democratic National Convention in Chicago, where police and National Guard troops clashed with anti-war demonstrators on the streets. Feminist activist Gloria Steinem, who met him there while handing out pamphlets about California farm workers, later recalled that he proved to be a motivating force.
"He spoke strengthening words to me at a moment I needed strengthening words," she told Philadelphia's Jewish Exponent in 2013.
According to his family, the convention -- along with King's assassination earlier that year -- inspired Rabbi Waskow to shift toward the religious realm.
"He felt his whole identity as a historian, a political activist were over" because of what he saw as dysfunction and corruption, his wife, Rabbi Phyllis Berman, told The Post, "and the only thing left was richness of tradition."
That was a turning point when he went from "being a Jewish radical to wanting much more to be identified as a radical Jew," said his daughter, Shoshana Elkin Waskow. "That merging of Jewish consciousness and political reality drove him for the rest of his life."
Rabbi Waskow's first marriage, to Irene Elkin, ended in divorce. He married Berman in 1986. Together they adopted a shared middle name, Ocean.
In addition to his wife and two children, survivors include two stepchildren, Josh Sher and Morissa Wiser; and five grandchildren.

Rabbi Waskow in 2010. (Timothy A. Clary/AFP/Getty Images)


In the 1990s, Rabbi Waskow co-founded ALEPH, a national network of groups dedicated to Jewish Renewal, which aims to merge progressive values with a more spiritual, expressive, mystical kind of Jewish worship.
Rabbi Waskow long challenged conventional hierarchies in Jewish life. He was an early leader of the National Havurah Committee, which supports lay-led Jewish communities, and his rabbinical ordination was approved by a panel of rabbis from different Jewish denominations.
In 2019, at age 85, Rabbi Waskow participated in a protest outside ICE's Washington headquarters, demonstrating alongside immigration advocates and other faith leaders who likened immigration detention centers to "concentration camps."
"I can't imagine how my grandparents, who came to this country thinking they could make a life of freedom here, how they would be feeling now," he told The Post, his voice shaking. "It horrifies me to imagine."

Rabbi Waskow blocks the doors to Immigration and Customs Enforcement's Washington headquarters in a 2019 protest. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)
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Middle East
Pressure mounts for Trump to secure release of U.S. teen held by Israel
As Rubio visits Israel, family members and lawmakers push Trump to demand the return of 16-year-old Mohammed Ibrahim of Florida, detained eight months without trial.

Journalists and families of Palestinian prisoners gather on Oct. 13 in Beitunia at a viewpoint overlooking Ofer Prison. (Getty Images)


By Cate Brown | 2025-10-23

Young Palestinians on Oct. 13 look toward Israel's Ofer military prison in the West Bank. (Getty Images)


When Israel and Hamas agreed to a ceasefire earlier this month, Mona Ibrahim began tidying up her West Bank home.
She was hopeful that her 16-year-old son, Mohammed Zaher Ibrahim, would soon be released from Israel's Ofer Prison after eight months detained without trial. Nearly 2,000 prisoners and detainees were set to be freed in an exchange for hostages held by Hamas. Surely, she said, they would prioritize a U.S. citizen, or at least a young boy?
She prepared his favorite dish, maqluba, layered with chicken, rice and vegetables. Relatives in California and Florida waited by their phones.
But as news of happy reunions swept Gaza and the West Bank, there was no sign of her son.
"I cried the whole night," Mona said.

Mohammed Zaher Ibrahim, 16, has been detained by Israel without trial since February. (Mona Ibrahim)


In the days since, pressure on the U.S. government has mounted. Twenty-seven U.S. lawmakers urged the Trump administration to secure his release earlier this week, in a letter to U.S. Ambassador to Israel Mike Huckabee and Secretary of State Marco Rubio, who is in Israel to meet with President Benjamin Netanyahu Thursday. On arrival, Rubio told reporters that the White House did not support Israeli moves toward annexation of the West Bank, echoing earlier remarks by Vice President JD Vance.
Mohammed has been detained by the Israeli military since February, when a group of soldiers raided his family's home in the West Bank town of al-Mazra'a ash-Sharqiya. He was charged with throwing rocks at Israeli vehicles. He denied the charges and has been in prison awaiting a court date since.
Mohammed is one of 360 children in Israel's military prison system as of June 30, according to Defense for Children International Palestine (DCIP), a children's rights organization in the West Bank. Mohammed is the only American child among them, said Ayed Abu Eqtaish, the group's accountability program director.
The Israel Prison Service declined to comment on the case. "We do not provide information about inmates," said Chen Avraham, a spokesman for the prison service.
The Ibrahim family is not in contact with Mohammed, who celebrated his 16th birthday in prison. Relatives communicated with him once, in an exchange of letters facilitated by the U.S. Embassy, Mona said. "I want to see a video -- anything -- to see if my son is really alive."
U.S. Embassy officials in Jerusalem told the family that Mohammed has lost a quarter of his body weight. Mona said a former prisoner emerged with a message from her son: "Please tell my parents to hurry up and get me out."
Senior U.S. officials, including Huckabee, told the Ibrahim family that they are pursuing avenues to secure Mohammed's release, the family and lawmakers said. The State Department said the agency is working with Israel on the case, but it declined to give details.
The White House did not respond to queries as to whether it has raised Mohammed's detention with Israel. Israel's Foreign Affairs Ministry did not respond to a request for comment.
For family members, the response has been insufficient. "If you were the president of the United States and you see an American citizen imprisoned in an Israeli jail known for torture and starvation, what would you do?" Mona said. "Would you leave him for eight months to suffer and do nothing about it?"

An Israeli settler outpost in the West Bank, north of al-Mazra'a ash-Sharqiya, the town where Mohammed's family lives. (Nasser Nasser/AP)


Mohammed had planned to spend the summer working in Tampa. His Palestinian parents, who grew up in Puerto Rico and Missouri, had moved from Florida to the West Bank so their children could learn Arabic, but they made frequent trips back.
He had apprenticed at his cousins' ice cream shop in Tampa over winter break, said his eldest sister, Asmah. Their top-selling flavor, Dubai chocolate, had gone viral, and he wanted to work. "He's a little kid, but he was thinking for the future," she said.
Mohammed returned to the West Bank to finish his sophomore year in January.
Israeli settler violence has surged across the territory since Oct. 7, 2023, roiling the hilltop community of al-Mazra'a ash-Sharqiya, where the majority of residents have U.S. citizenship.
For years, the village had been spared. But settlers and Israeli soldiers have used the brutality of Hamas's Oct. 7 attack to justify an expanding campaign of violence, a local mayor said.
On Feb. 16, the family awoke to Israeli soldiers outside. "The bang on the door was so hard we thought they were gonna break it," Mona said. They blindfolded and arrested her son.
"I begged them not to hit my kid," she said. "That was the last day I saw him."
Mohammed was taken to an Israeli military facility for questioning. Interrogation footage obtained by The Washington Post shows the boy sitting in a high-backed office chair, blindfold loosened around his neck, rocking back and forth as an interrogator asks repeatedly if he had thrown rocks at cars. Zeyad Kadur, an uncle in Florida, confirmed that Mohammed is the boy in the footage.

Mohammed in his uniform at Ice Screamin, the family ice cream shop in Tampa. (Zeyad Kadur)


In a statement to a DCIP lawyer reviewed by The Post, Mohammed said he  initially refrained from confessing but a masked interrogator threatened to have soldiers beat him. "Out of sheer fear, I ultimately confessed," he said.
Court documents show that Mohammed was charged with twice throwing rocks at Israeli vehicles. Evidence to back the charges has not been presented in court. The Israel Defense Forces, which has military jurisdiction over the occupied West Bank, declined to comment on the case.
Eqtaish said that "half of Palestinian child prisoners are accused of throwing stones" -- an offense that can carry a 20-year prison sentence, although it's uncommon for children to receive the maximum penalty.
Mohammed was transferred to Megiddo Prison on March 10. The maximum security facility is one of Israel's most notorious detention centers. Former inmates, lawyers and Israeli rights groups report that harsh conditions have become worse since Oct. 7, 2023. Former detainees say torture and abuse are commonplace. Contagious conditions including scabies have ravaged overcrowded cells, according to affidavits obtained by Haaretz. After Oct. 7, Israel's national security minister, Itamar Ben Gvir, said he had asked the prison service to reduce conditions "to the minimum required by law."
Two weeks after Mohammed arrived, a 17-year-old inmate collapsed in the prison yard and died. An autopsy report reviewed by DCIP revealed signs of blunt trauma, body wasting and scabies rashes on the inmate's legs. Mohammed's family members said they feared for his life.
"Bigger guys felt pity for my son and his friend," Mona said, after speaking with a prisoner released from Megiddo. "They started giving them two spoons of their food so they wouldn't die."
While Mohammed sat in prison, his cousin Sayfollah Kamel Musallet, 20, took a break from scooping ice cream in Tampa and returned to al-Mazra'a ash-Sharqiya hoping to find a bride. Many diasporic couples meet in the West Bank and then return to the United States, Mona said, much like she and Mohammed's father once did.
Sayfollah's marriage was not to be. He was beaten to death by Israeli settlers days after he arrived, according to local officials and residents.
Mona said the family went into a state of depression. "I don't want to go through this," she said, watching her sister grieve. "May Allah forbid that my son will be next."

Mourners attend a joint funeral for Sayfollah Musallet and Mohammad al-Shalabi in al-Mazra'a ash-Sharqiya on July 13. (Heidi Levine/For The Washington Post)


Sayfollah is one of at least six Americans killed in the West Bank by Israeli settlers or the Israel Defense Forces since Oct. 7. His extended family met a flurry of U.S. lawmakers after his death -- some of whom vowed to secure his cousin Mohammed's release.
Sens. Chris Van Hollen (D-Maryland) and Jeff Merkley (D-Oregon) sat down with a group of U.S. and Palestinian families during a trip to the Middle East in August. "Mohammed's father was the one person there who had a living child," Van Hollen said. He said he pressed for Mohammed's release in a call with Israeli President Isaac Herzog, who did not appear to be aware of the situation. The letter Van Hollen and other lawmakers submitted to the Trump administration this week demanded an update on the case by Nov. 3.
A U.S. official was assigned to interface with Israel's Foreign Affairs Ministry in September, according to two people familiar with the matter who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive diplomacy. This month, one of President Donald Trump's trusted envoys, Richard Grenell, called Mohammed's uncle. "I've contacted some senior Israeli officials," he said in a voice message. "I will keep you posted once I hear anything. As of now, I'm just in waiting mode."
Grenell did not respond to a request for comment. Mohammed's family does not know whether Trump is aware of their son's detention.
Mohammed was moved to Ofer Prison in August, where he is kept in an unheated cell alongside other children and teenagers, according to testimony provided to a DCIP lawyer. He said Mohammed is permitted to enter the prison yard once each day and receives two meals -- breakfast and lunch -- which he described as insufficient.
Mohammed's mother said she wants to move her family back to the U.S. after her son's release. "The system here has too much injustice and oppression," she said of the occupied West Bank.
She doesn't want to leave the country without Mohammed, but said she lives in fear every day. "Sometimes in the middle of the night I wake up and look around the house for settlers," she said.
Asmah, who lives in California, said that she is always scared for her family, especially her brother.
"We had so much trust in our blue passport," she said. "We thought it could protect us."
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Europe
In 'historic moment,' King Charles prays with Pope Leo at Sistine Chapel
The royal visit to the Vatican marks the first time in nearly 500 years that a British monarch, head of the Anglican church, has prayed with a Roman Catholic pope.

(Andrew Medichini/AP)


By Anthony Faiola | 2025-10-23

King Charles III and Queen Camilla on Oct. 22 shared a prayer with Pope Leo XIV under the frescoed ceiling of the Sistine Chapel, during a visit to the Vatican.


ROME -- Pope Leo XIV prayed Thursday with King Charles III and Queen Camilla under the frescoed ceiling of the Sistine Chapel, marking a first time a British monarch publicly worshiped with a sitting pontiff since Henry VIII broke with the Vatican and formed the Church of England in 1534.
For Leo, the Chicago-born pontiff, the British guests also mark the start of his highest-profile international diplomacy since ascending to the throne of St. Peter in May. Next month, he is scheduled to underscore interfaith relations again with a trip to two Muslim-majority nations, Turkey and Lebanon. Leo's call for mutual respect among and between faiths has been a hallmark of his early papacy.
The long-planned visit for the British royal household offered a distraction from the controversy over Prince Andrew's ties to Jeffrey Epstein, the deceased American financier and convicted sex offender.
Charles and Camilla's visit "marks a 'moment in the journey of reconciliation between our churches," Archbishop Flavio Pace, the Vatican's secretary of the Dicastery for Promoting Christian Unity, told reporters ahead of the trip. "It celebrates how far we've come -- and offers hope for the future."

Britain's King Charles III and Queen Camilla, right, attend an ecumenical prayer with Pope Leo XIV, center, at the Sistine Chapel in Vatican City. (Vatican Media Handout/EPA/Shutterstock)


Early Thursday, Leo met with Charles and Camilla for what a Vatican readout described as "cordial talks" on matters of "common interest," including environmental protection, the fight against poverty and global peace and security. They also discussed the once-thorny topic of the church's history in Britain and agreed to continued promotion of religious dialogue.
Later, the king and queen, after entering the Sistine Chapel ahead of the pope as organ music played, sat to the side of Leo and before Michelangelo's "The Last Judgment," facing senior church officials and dignitaries for the ecumenical service. The Chapel Royal and St. George's choirs sang. Charles donned a blue suit and black tie; Camilla, a black dress with a black veil.
The service, a prayer for the care of creation, led by Leo and the archbishop of York, Stephen Cottrell, was designed to invoke another common cause between the pope and the king: the environment. Leo, during a recent Vatican conference, blessed a breakaway block of Greenland ice in a gesture to warn of the dangers of climate change, a long-standing cause for Charles. This year, the Vatican has been honoring the 10th anniversary of Pope Francis's landmark encyclical on the environment.
"Oh, God, make speed to save us," Leo said in the Sistine Chapel.
Following the service, Leo and Charles exited the chapel together.

Pope Leo XIV, center, shakes hands with Britain's Queen Camilla as King Charles III stands near in the St. Damasus Courtyard at the Vatican on Thursday. (Cecilia Fabiano/AP)


Queen Elizabeth II met with several popes. But since the Protestant Reformation, no British monarch has held a similar religious event. Historians say it remains unclear whether previous British sovereigns ever formally prayed in such a manner with a Roman Catholic pontiff, suggesting Thursday's meeting could have been a first. Although experts have pointed to chronicles describing interactions between popes and two early English and Scottish monarchs.
The event also marked a meeting between two entities -- the Vatican and the British royal family -- that have elevated pomp and circumstance into an art form, and the joining of the two could be seen as a tribute to ceremony and symbolism.
Charles and Camilla were met on the red carpet at Ciampino Airport by Christopher Trott, British ambassador to the Holy See; Anabel Inge, deputy head of mission; Monsignor Javier Domingo Fernandez Gonzalez, head of the Vatican's protocol office; and Archbishop Francesco Canalini, a retired apostolic nuncio.

Monsignor Javier Domingo Fernandez Gonzalez greets King Charles III in Rome. (Arthur Edwards/Reuters)


The full state visit was originally scheduled for April but was postponed because of the declining health of Francis. On April 9, Charles and Camilla, who were celebrating their 20th wedding anniversary that day, instead met privately with Francis. He died on April 21.
Charles, a man of many titles, was set to be bestowed with yet one more by the Vatican -- the royal confrater of Saint Paul at the Basilica of Saint Paul Outside the Walls in recognition of the long-standing ties between the British royal family and the Benedictine abbey attached to the church, which is one of the four major papal basilicas of Rome.
During that ceremony, he was to be presented with a special chair, intended for the use of the king and his successors. The chair bears Charles's coat of arms and the Latin inscription "Ut unum sint" -- "That they may be one."
For Buckingham Palace, the majestic trappings of the visit were a welcome shift in optics from renewed outrage over sexual abuse allegations stemming from Andrew's ties to Epstein. Last week, Andrew, a younger brother of the king, said he would no longer use the title Duke of York in what was seen as an extraordinary demotion for a royal figure.
The move to drop use of the title coincided with the release of "Nobody's Girl," a memoir by Virginia Giuffre, one of Epstein's accusers who wrote that she was forced to have sex with Andrew on three occasions. Andrew's name appears 89 times in the book. Giuffre died by suicide this year, shortly after the book was finished.
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Europe
E.U. eyes a giant pot of frozen Russian money to help Ukraine in war
Squeezed by President Donald Trump and taxpayers, E.U. leaders are weighing a plan to tap into some $200 billion in frozen Russian assets to give Ukraine cash.

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, French President Emmanuel Macron and German Chancellor Friedrich Merz at a summit in Brussels on Oct. 23. (Olivier Hoslet/European Pressphoto Agency/Shutterstock)


By Ellen Francis, Beatriz Rios | 2025-10-23
BRUSSELS -- On the weekend in 2022 after Russian President Vladimir Putin ordered troops into Ukraine and unleashed missiles at Kyiv, U.S. and European officials rushed to immobilize some $300 billion in Russian sovereign assets -- the biggest such freeze ever -- to stop Moscow from withdrawing it all as soon as the financial markets opened Monday morning.
Ever since, they have been eyeing that stash of Russian funds, fretting about how to give it to Ukraine as they spent tens of billions of their taxpayers' money on weapons and aid.
Most of the Russian assets, about $200 billion, are in Europe, with the bulk held in Belgium by Euroclear, a central securities depository. CSDs are barely known to the public, but they are key to the functioning of world financial markets and the global economy.
Western nations are already helping Ukraine using the interest of the frozen assets. But as recently as this summer, European officials listed many reasons against touching the principal: It could set a risky precedent; frighten away investors including other sovereign depositors; threaten financial system stability; and draw retaliation from Moscow.
Now, European Union officials are trying to dispel those fears, because they need the cash.
With President Donald Trump refusing to spend any more U.S. money on Ukraine, Putin rebuffing demands for a ceasefire, Kyiv effectively broke and slowly losing ground, and European taxpayers growing fatigued, officials insist they have little choice.
"There is no alternative. They need money," said Jacob Kirkegaard, a senior fellow with the Peterson Institute for International Economics. "Then you look around and say, 'What is the most convenient way of providing Ukraine with a lot of money?'"
If it wasn't already clear, he added, "the financing of this war is on Europe. ... This would tell both Donald Trump and Vladimir Putin that Ukraine can be kept in this war for at least another two or three years."
As E.U. heads of state and government convene for a summit in Brussels on Thursday, officials say they have found a work-around by employing some financial gymnastics.
The bloc's executive branch says the plan can address concerns because, technically, it would not involve seizing the Russian central bank assets. Instead, the funds would be used to give Ukraine a "reparation loan."
The plan requires consensus from the 27 E.U. national leaders, including some, such as Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban, who have expressed little interest in helping Ukraine, and there are thorny details that remain to be worked out.
Moscow has strongly condemned plans to tap its money, calling it theft, and has warned it will retaliate against a confiscation of its assets.
An E.U. official, who like others in this article spoke on the condition of anonymity to share sensitive deliberations, said the reality had set in that "we cannot count on the U.S." for big sums of cash anymore. "It's against this backdrop that we revisited the question of the assets," the official said.
An estimated $300 billion in Russian assets was frozen after the February 2022 invasion when the United States and its allies agreed to halt transactions with Russia's central bank and Finance Ministry. Most of the assets were in the form of bonds in Europe, but there were some in other Group of Seven economies: the U.S., Japan, Britain and Canada.
Some officials -- including in the Biden administration, but most vocally in Ukraine and in the Baltic nations -- argued the assets should be confiscated. France and Germany were opposed, raising concerns about the potential fallout of seizing assets from governments they oppose.
Last year, after months of negotiations, the G-7 agreed on the plan to use proceeds from the frozen assets as collateral of a $50 billion loan to Ukraine, to pay for weapons and support its budget gap.
"Even using the interest was controversial," said an official involved in the talks. "Some say there's no legal foundation to use the assets. Seriously, we create legal foundation all the time."
Trump's insistence that Europe carry the full cost of aiding Ukraine convinced many European governments to support using the Russian funds. Belgium, however, remains the most hesitant.
Belgian Prime Minister Bart De Wever told reporters Thursday he wants guarantees his European neighbors would all "chip in" if the money has to be repaid. "There is a big risk. ... So if you want to do this, we will have to do this all together," De Wever said. "If not, I will do everything in my power, politically and legally, to stop this decision."
He cautioned the move could "backfire." Belgium, fearing it is particularly vulnerable, has said that touching the assets could expose governments to huge liabilities, invite retaliation against European companies and even weaken the euro.
The European Central Bank, which has also previously flagged big concerns, is now signaling openness to the idea of using the assets as collateral. It says, however, that it wants to see a concrete plan and that it would be best if all countries holding assets act together.
The E.U. is not only seeking a green light from its capitals and central bankers, but also hopes to have the rest of the G-7 on board. E.U. diplomats say Britain and Canada are supportive. Washington has been noncommittal, but on Wednesday, the Trump administration announced that it would impose sanctions against two major Russian oil companies, Rosneft and Lukoil, the first new pressure on Putin since Trump took office promising to negotiate an end to the war.
U.S. backing for tapping the frozen funds is seen as crucial to persuading Japan, where a new prime minister, Sanae Takaichi, just took office.
The gist of the E.U.'s plan is to take cash reserves, which Euroclear has moved into the European Central Bank, and lend money to Ukraine. Under terms of the loan, Kyiv would only have to repay the money if it receives war reparations from Moscow. At the moment, this seems a far-fetched proposition.
In parallel, European governments would give Euroclear a kind of IOU promising to repay, if necessary. But Euroclear remains prohibited from repaying Russia by sanctions that the E.U. imposed to freeze the assets.
So long as the E.U. doesn't lift sanctions or Russia doesn't pay reparations, Ukraine keeps the money and nobody repays anyone.
"This is essentially European leaders deciding to risk taxpayers' money," said Kirkegaard, the economist. "But the risk is convoluted because it's the E.U. itself that decides, so if they keep the sanctions, Euroclear will not have to repay the money. ... As far as sausage-making goes, it's pretty clever."
The E.U.'s executive arm, the European Commission, hopes to secure agreement and begin delivering funds to Ukraine next year. But big questions remain unanswered, including how to share the risk among willing European nations and how to keep the sanctions in place for the assets to stay frozen. Currently, sanctions expire every six months and require unanimity from the 27 countries for renewal.
Despite the creative accounting, the plan to tap into sovereign assets doesn't eliminate concerns of setting a precedent. Officials once fretted that it could spook other countries, especially China, or that it might inspire legal claims against the Europeans -- for example, Germany -- for war reparations.
With key economies in France and Germany under strain, the powerhouses of the E.U. now seem willing to accept a calculated risk.
Moscow accuses the E.U. of trying to profit from its assets and says that Western assets in Russia could be seized in response to any confiscation.
The Kremlin has shown no patience for the E.U.'s distinction between a loan and a full seizure. "In plain Russian, we are talking about theft," Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said of the plan.
The E.U.'s moves will "inevitably provoke a painful response," Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said Thursday. "No matter how the new scheme is framed, it will not change the criminal nature of the European Commission's confiscatory intentions."
Kyiv wants the money with no conditions. E.U. capitals, meanwhile, are divided on whether they should specify that the funds be spent on European or American weapons, and whether to dedicate it to military aid or budget support.
E.U. officials have also raised concerns about corruption and pledged to disburse the money in tranches and to track where it goes in Ukraine.
Ukraine has called for about $60 billion in outside support to prop up its budget over the next two years. That's aside from money for military aid, a bill the Europeans are now footing alone.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky is in Brussels on Thursday lobbying European partners for unfettered access to the Russian money.
"Using Russia's own assets to protect against Russia," Zelensky said ahead of the summit. "We are counting on results."
Lizzie Johnson in Kyiv; Natalia Abbakumova in Riga, Latvia; and Cat Zakrzewski in Washington contributed to this report.
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Obituaries
Reporting on the Troubles, Ed Moloney faced prison time and a murder plot
Mr. Moloney, who has died at 77, was a dogged chronicler of the sectarian conflict in Northern Ireland. His reporting landed him on an IRA hit list.

(Seth Wenig/AP)


By Steve Hendrix | 2025-10-23

Journalist and author Ed Moloney at his home in New York in 2014. (Seth Wenig/AP)


Ed Moloney, a tenacious and contrarian journalist whose unflinching investigation into the shadows of Northern Ireland's three-decade sectarian conflict made him both one the most consequential chroniclers of the Troubles and a target of the republican movement he once briefly joined, died Oct. 17 in New York City. He was 77.
His family announced the death on his blog, the Broken Elbow, but did not cite a specific cause. Mr. Moloney had lived in New York since 2000.
Mr. Moloney did what few journalists dared: He cultivated sources deep within the opaque networks of the Irish Republican Army and loyalist paramilitaries, extracting secrets that powerful people -- on both sides of the sectarian divide -- preferred to keep buried.
Over a four-decade career, he became a defining voice of the conflict as a reporter, editor, author and filmmaker. His work brought him accolades, death threats, the risk of prison and a unique place in Irish history as a journalist whom the IRA reportedly planned to murder, yet whose phone kept ringing with operatives willing to talk.
"Ed was one of the most consequential journalists of his generation," Seamus Dooley, the assistant general secretary of Britain and Ireland's National Union of Journalists, said in a statement. "He will be remembered for his courage, dogged determination and unyielding commitment to shining a light into the darkest corners of Northern Ireland's troubled history."
Mr. Moloney credited his childhood struggles with polio for his determination and willingness to defy militants, prosecutors and politicians alike. It also made him a lifelong advocate for disability rights and a champion of Britain's National Health Service, to which he said he owed his life.

Mr. Moloney in 2014. (Seth Wenig/AP)


Born in England in 1948, Mr. Moloney attended schools in Britain, Germany, Gibraltar and Malaysia. He arrived in Belfast as a student at Queen's University, where he was quickly immersed in the cauldron of Irish republicanism.
By his account, he "briefly" joined the Official IRA, a republican faction separate from the more militant Provisional IRA. Both groups aimed to end British rule in Northern Ireland and unify Ireland under a single sovereign state.
Mr. Moloney later recounted that after reporting on the Official IRA's alleged criminal connections, the group had him targeted, including by floating rumors that he was spying for a separate republican paramilitary group. In a 2021 article for the Irish magazine Village, he wrote that he was confronted by senior members of a loyalist group, the Ulster Defense Association, and faced a panel that included one leader notorious for his involvement in sectarian torture and murder.
His interrogators, who were all-too familiar with Mr. Moloney's work, were  convinced in the end that the accusations he was an intelligence operative were false.
"But for the fact that the UDA leaders knew me well enough to smell a rat, I almost certainly would have been killed and my name besmirched in death," he wrote.
It was hardly the only time he would face mortal danger. His journalism angered people with guns and grievances, but he carried on asking questions that made both sides uncomfortable.
As northern editor for the Irish Times from 1980 to 1985, and later in the same role for the Sunday Tribune, Mr. Moloney established himself as the reporter other journalists called when they needed to discern what was actually going on behind the carefully constructed public narratives of the Troubles. His work appeared in The Washington Post, New York Times, Guardian and Economist, among other publications.
At times Mr. Moloney had legal confrontations with the British government, one of which nearly saw him imprisoned. Human rights lawyer Pat Finucane had been assassinated in 1989 when militants broke into his Belfast home at dinnertime and shot him 14 times in front of his wife and three children. A UDA gunman later confessed to the killing.
Mr. Moloney reported on the case for years. When Scotland Yard demanded his interview notes related to the murder, Mr. Moloney refused, risking heavy fines and imprisonment. He successfully argued that surrendering his notes would irreparably damage journalism in Northern Ireland and could also endanger his life and career.
Belfast's high court ruled in his favor in 1999. A week later, Mr. Moloney was named Irish journalist of the year.
By then, the Good Friday Agreement of 1998 had ushered in a power-sharing agreement and ended most of the sectarian violence of the Troubles. Mr. Moloney soon moved to New York to care for his ailing mother-in-law, and while he remained in the  United States for the rest of his life, he never stopped documenting the bloody history he had left behind.
He wrote widely on leaders of both sides of the conflict. Critics said his books -- including "Paisley," a 1986 biography of unionist firebrand Ian Paisley that he co-wrote with Andy Pollak -- combined the narrative drive of a novelist with a scholar's attention to detail.

Mr. Moloney in 2002, the year he published "A Secret History of the IRA." (John Stillwell/PA Images/Getty Images)


But it was his 2002 bestseller "A Secret History of the IRA" that cemented his reputation as a preeminent chronicler of the conflict. Mr. Moloney compiled decades of reporting to argue that the IRA's armed campaign was marked by internal power struggles and strategic calculations that bore little resemblance to the romantic narrative of working-class rebellion.
The book's most explosive claims centered on Gerry Adams, the Sinn Fein political leader who became instrumental in brokering the peace. Mr. Moloney's book amounted to a well-documented history of Adams's disputed involvement within the IRA, including through paramilitary, enforcement and terrorist cells.
Adams, who has repeatedly denied being a member of the group, dismissed the book as "a mixture of innuendo, recycled claims, nodding and winking."
Mr. Moloney proved generous in giving his subjects credit for evolving from entrenched roles. He characterized Adams as a genius who should have won the Nobel Peace Prize. And in 2008, he updated and retitled his biography of the Unionist leader as "Paisley: From Demagogue to Democrat?"
In the U.S., Mr. Moloney continued to plumb the history of the conflict in new mediums. He was an inveterate blogger for more than two decades, with his final post -- in praise of a new book about the role Britain's MI5 security agency played in the Troubles -- coming just weeks before his death.
Survivors include his wife of nearly 50 years, Joan McKiernan; and a son, Ciaran.
Late in his career, Mr. Moloney served as the director of Boston College's Belfast Project, a collection of oral histories from combatants and victims on both sides. Material from the project has been used for books and films including "I, Dolours," a 2018 documentary about IRA volunteer and hunger striker Dolours Price that Mr. Moloney produced and co-wrote.
Northern Irish police tried for years to confiscate testimonies from the oral history project. After a prolonged legal battle, the initiative ended in 2014 with the interviews returned to participants.
"One of the most remarkable aspects of the Troubles was that, with a few exceptions, the people that I know who did these terrible things were all perfectly normal people," Mr. Moloney told the New Yorker journalist Patrick Radden Keefe, in an interview for a 2015 article that was expanded into the book "Say Nothing." "This wasn't some band of robbers who were thieving and raping for personal profit. This was war. They were all nice killers. I felt pity for them. They were victims of circumstances beyond their control."
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Europe
Russia acquired Western technology to protect its nuclear submarine fleet
Russia secretly used front companies to buy Western technology and erect a surveillance net in the Arctic where its submarines operate, an investigation shows.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Michael Domine/The Washington Post; Russian Defense Ministry Press Service/iStock)


By Greg Miller | 2025-10-23

(Illustration by Michael Domine/The Washington Post; Russian Defense Ministry Press Service/iStock)


Russia is protecting its nuclear submarine fleet in the Arctic with an undersea surveillance system built using high-tech equipment acquired from U.S. and European companies through a secret procurement network, according to newly uncovered financial records, court documents and Western security officials.
Disguising its role in transactions through layers of front companies, Russia was able to obtain sensitive sonar systems, an underwater drone capable of operating at depths up to 3,000 meters, sophisticated subsurface antennas and a fleet of ships that posed as commercial or research vessels while carrying out installation tasks for the Russian military, according to officials and documents.
All were integral to a secret multiyear project to erect an invisible surveillance net across the Barents Sea and other frigid waters where Russian submarines operate, carrying intercontinental ballistic missiles in case of nuclear conflict with the United States, according to German court records as well as U.S. and Western security officials and experts.
The surveillance system, called "Harmony," relies on a constellation of seabed sensors to detect U.S. submarines entering Russian naval "bastions," disrupting Western attempts to track or, if war broke out, destroy Russian submarines that exist to ensure Russia can launch a nuclear strike even if its land-based missile silos are disabled, according to naval experts.
The extent to which Moscow relied on U.S. and European suppliers for sensitive components in building the Harmony system, as well as key details of the illicit procurement network that Russia employed, have not previously been reported. The disclosures were uncovered as part of a reporting project, called Russia Secrets, involving The Washington Post and a consortium of European news organizations. The findings show how Russia was for years able to maneuver around Western sanctions and export controls to fortify a pillar of its nuclear strategy.
The failure of Western governments and companies to prevent Russia's acquisition of such sensitive maritime technology has undermined the security of the United States and its NATO allies, according to experts and current and former naval officials.
Harmony bolsters Russia's ability to get its nuclear-armed submarines "in and out of port without being detected, harassed, or interdicted," said Bryan Clark, a former senior U.S. naval official and submarine officer who now serves as the director of the Center for Defense Concepts and Technology at the Hudson Institute. "This is Russia's effort to reduce America's ability to go in and surveil areas around submarine bases and trail their submarines from point of deployment."
The perceived superiority of the U.S. nuclear submarine fleet has for decades been seen as a strategic advantage over Russia. President Donald Trump announced that he had deployed two submarines into tactical positions earlier this year in response to veiled threats from Moscow. But Russia has sought to close this gap, announcing a new class of attack submarines and shoring up defenses around Northern Fleet bases.
At the center of the Harmony procurement network was a company, Mostrello Commercial Ltd., that was headquartered in Cyprus, which is part of the European Union, but served as a front for Russia's military industrial complex, accounting for tens of millions of dollars in purchases of sensitive equipment, according to court records and other documents. Russia did not respond to requests for comment.
Mostrello's role as a Russian front involved in Harmony was disclosed during a trial in Germany this year of a Russian citizen who was convicted of coordinating purchases for the Cypriot company in violation of German trade laws.
Germany had been alerted to Russia's procurement operation by the CIA in 2021, according to U.S. officials. The CIA declined to comment.
After German authorities raided sites associated with the network and arrested a key suspect last year, the U.S. Treasury Department announced sanctions on Mostrello and other companies linked to the Russian government or military.
When reporters from Dutch public broadcaster KRO-NCRV visited Mostrello's headquarters in Cyprus in late September, they found an office that appeared to have been abandoned abruptly, with no employees on-site, the main door left ajar and floors littered with rubbish. Company officials did not respond to The Post's requests for comment.

Mostrello's headquarters in Limassol, Cyprus. (Jos de Groot/KRO-NCRV)


This article is based on details drawn from hundreds of Mostrello corporate records, including sales invoices, that are part of a trove of Cyprus-related financial files obtained by the International Consortium of Investigative Journalists. Reporters from The Post and news organizations in Europe and Japan also spoke with dozens of Western security officials and experts. The project was coordinated by German public broadcaster NDR.
The documents trace Mostrello transactions spanning a decade and involving companies in the United States, the United Kingdom, Norway, Sweden, Italy and other NATO-member countries. In response to press inquiries, officials for many of those companies said that they did not knowingly violate any laws or export restrictions and received assurances from Mostrello that the purchases were for civilian or commercial purposes.
Even so, documents in some cases provided indications of Russian involvement. A contract outlining a 2015 sale of sonar systems made by EdgeTech, a Massachusetts-based manufacturer, includes pages of terms in Russian and indicates that Mostrello planned to lease the equipment to a company with headquarters in Moscow.
In a written response to questions, Doug McGowen, head of sales for EdgeTech, said that the company "always performs a great deal of due diligence when working with our customers," that Mostrello "was not on any denied parties lists" at the time and "did not present any 'red flags.'"
Other Western companies ceased their sales to Mostrello only after explicit warnings from security services. Last year, Norwegian defense contractor Kongsberg Gruppen was preparing to sell a "high-speed acoustic positioning system" to Mostrello when Norway's domestic security service, c, blocked the transaction, according to court records and information provided by the company.
Kongsberg declined to respond to detailed questions from partner news organizations about that aborted transaction or the prior sale of seabed systems to Mostrello that date back to as early as 2015, but said in response to questions from the Norwegian Broadcasting Corporation that the company followed applicable regulations.
The director of Norway's intelligence service, Vice Admiral Nils Stensones, said in response to questions about Harmony that Russia has worked to establish "complex procurement networks with legitimate European companies as contact points," a practice that "conceals parts of the supply chain and obscures the Russian end-user."
U.S. and allied intelligence services have monitored Russia's efforts to build Harmony over the past decade but key details, including locations of its sonar arrays, are considered classified and have not been publicly disclosed.
Tracking the movements of the ships acquired by Mostrello provides clues to the surveillance system's boundaries -- forming a semicircular barrier from Murmansk east to Novaya Zemlya and then north to Franz Josef Land, a Russian archipelago in the Arctic Ocean. Russia's Northern Fleet, as well as its principal submarine bases and bastions, lie behind this cordon. Any Western submarine crossing this boundary risks detection.

An aerial view looking down near the Alexandra Land island of the Franz Josef Land archipelago, Russia. Russia's northernmost military outpost is bristling with missiles and radar and its extended runway can handle all types of aircraft, including nuclear-capable strategic bombers. (May 2021, Alexander Zemlianichenko/AP) 



A Russian military cargo plane Il-76 crew member, foreground, works during a flight to the Alexandra Land island of the Franz Josef Land archipelago, Russia. (May 2021, Alexander Zemlianichenko/AP) 


The sensors would also help Russian submarine commanders determine whether their vessels were being followed and then take evasive maneuvers -- a tactic known among naval experts as "delousing." "If you're afraid that somebody is following you, you drive over a sensor at a known time," said Tom Stefanick, an expert on naval strategy and technology at the Brookings Institution. "If somebody's following you, they have to go over that sensor too, and they get detected."
Mostrello acquired sonars that can be mounted on hulls of ships to map the seabed, the records show, enabling crews to install Harmony's sensors and beacons. "These sensors tend to work best if you can position them on a sea mountainside or ridgeline and have them look out into the water," Clark said.
Mostrello also purchased hundreds of miles of Western-made fiber optic cable and underwater antennas that experts said could be used to transmit signals from sensors searching for U.S. submarines to surface stations that collect and analyze surveillance data.
The exposure of the Mostrello network underscores the extent to which Germany continues to rely on U.S. intelligence. A German security official testified during the trial in Frankfurt that "a foreign partner service" had warned about the procurement network as early as 2021, but that Germany failed to act on the information until after concerns about Russia became more acute following its full-scale invasion of Ukraine.
The defendant in the trial, Alexander Shnyakin, 56, a native of Kyrgyzstan who resided in Germany, was convicted of coordinating purchases for Mostrello in violation of German trade laws and sentenced to five years in prison. Shnyakin is being held while his case is under appeal.
Components ordered by Mostrello were often initially delivered to addresses in Germany, an arrangement that reduced scrutiny from suppliers. "Everything went to Nuremberg," said Jens Steenstrup, chairman of R2Sonic, a Texas company that sold sonar systems to Mostrello in 2015 and 2017. Mostrello said it was purchasing the equipment "for cable surveys in the Baltic," Steenstrup said, adding that "everything seemed above board."
As part of the case, German authorities described Mostrello as a front for a Moscow company, Upravelenie Perspektivnyh Tecknologij, or UPT. Archived pages of that company's website show that it has worked during the past two decades with Russian security services and the military, listing the FSB, Russia's domestic intelligence service, and the SVR, its overseas spy agency, as clients.
The office complex where Mostrello was based in Cyprus appears to have at least one other notable occupant. Signs at the building show that a neighboring suite is used by the Ukrainian gas company Burisma -- a firm that paid President Joe Biden's son Hunter to serve on its board. Burisma became embroiled in Washington political intrigue that culminated in the first impeachment trial of Trump after his efforts to pressure Ukraine to launch an investigation that could damage Biden politically.
The "Russian Secrets" research is based on company data obtained by the International Consortium for Investigative Journalists (ICIJ). Further documents come from the Norddeutscher Rundfunk (NDR) and the Dutch EV magazine Pointer. Journalists from Le Monde (France), L'Espresso (Italy), ICIJ (Washington, D.C.), Kyodo (Japan), NRK (Norway), Pointer (Netherlands), SVT (Sweden), The Times (Great Britain), WDR and Suddeutsche Zeitung (German) as well as The Washington Post were involved in the research. The research was led by NDR.
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Europe
U.S. imposes sanctions on Russian oil companies after strikes on Ukraine kill 7
Renewed Russian attacks, following the apparent collapse of a planned Trump-Putin meeting, show that a negotiated solution to the war remains distant.

President Donald Trump meets with NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte in the Oval Office of the White House, on Wednesday, Oct. 22. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


By Michael Birnbaum, Jacob Bogage, Lizzie Johnson, Robyn Dixon, Natalia Abbakumova | 2025-10-23

The Treasury Department on Oct. 22 imposed sanctions against two of Russia's largest oil companies, Rosneft and Lukoil, after renewed attacks on Ukraine.


In a move reflecting the Trump administration's waning patience with Russian President Vladimir Putin, the Treasury Department on Wednesday imposed sanctions against two of Russia's largest oil companies, Rosneft and Lukoil.
The department cited Putin's "lack of serious commitment to a peace process to end the war in Ukraine" in a statement announcing the measures, which came after overnight Russian attacks on Ukraine that killed seven people, including two children, and the apparent cancellation of a planned meeting next week between President Donald Trump and Putin in Hungary.
Wednesday's sanctions cut off the Russian firms from American banking systems and financial institutions, essentially barring them from operating in U.S. dollars. Violators, including foreign financial institutions, can be subject to stiff penalties, including cascading sanctions. Individuals can be subject to criminal prosecution.
"These are tremendous sanctions. These are very big," Trump said in the Oval Office during a meeting with NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte, who organized a last-minute trip to the White House to shore up support for Ukraine. "Those are against their two big oil companies, and we hope that they won't be on for long. We hope that the war will be settled."
The latest sanctions elicited praise from Ukrainian officials and Ukraine's allies.
The sanctions are "relatively big," said Latvian Foreign Minister Baiba Braze. "Both are systemic for Russia's oil industry. And the very step matters, and the obvious coordination with European allies."
The European Union on Wednesday announced it would imminently impose its own sanctions on Russia, including a ban on the import of liquefied natural gas.
"It's a very significant action because it's the first use of sanctions under the Trump administration and hits Russia where they are most vulnerable, in terms of oil revenues," said Michael Carpenter, who was President Joe Biden's top Europe and Russia adviser and who is now a senior fellow at the International Institute for Strategic Studies.
The Obama administration targeted Russian oil firms' operations in Arctic, deepwater and unconventional exploration, but this action imposes full blocking sanctions on these companies, Carpenter added.

Russia launched an overnight attack, killing several people in and around Kyiv on Oct. 22, just hours after a Trump-Putin summit in Budapest was suspended.


Russia's overnight strikes came just hours after a meeting planned for next week between Trump and Putin was scrapped -- at least for the near future. Trump told reporters in the Oval Office on Tuesday that his meeting with Putin would be postponed so as not to "waste" his time following indications that Russia and Ukraine were still too far apart to strike a peace deal.
More than 400 drones and 28 missiles were launched, many slamming into cities across Ukraine, from Kyiv to Zaporizhzhia to Odesa. Attacks on the electrical grid led to emergency outages in most of Ukraine's regions, leaving civilians without power as temperatures drop. The regions most left in the dark continue to be those closest to Russia, including Chernihiv in the north and Sumy in the east.
The suspended meeting in Hungary marked another abrupt turn in Trump's public comments on the war, which in recent weeks have bounced from mulling over selling deep-strike Tomahawk cruise missiles to Ukraine to a sudden cessation of pressure on Moscow after a phone conversation last week with Putin to, now, a chill in relations between the United States and Russia.
The idea of Tomahawks seemed to especially alarm the Kremlin, with Putin calling Trump just a day before a White House meeting with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky. After the call, Trump dropped the talk of new missiles and urged Ukraine to give up territory for a deal. He also, however, called for freezing the lines on the battlefield -- angering Russia.
Russia rejected Trump's call for an immediate ceasefire Tuesday. The freeze in fighting, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said, went against what he said was decided between the two countries in August in Alaska.
"If we just stop, it means forgetting the root causes of this conflict, which the American administration clearly understood," Lavrov said, adding that it would leave "Nazis" in charge of Ukraine.
"Russia continues to do everything to weasel out of diplomacy," Zelensky said in a statement Tuesday night. "As soon as the issue of long-range capabilities for us -- for Ukraine -- became less immediate, Russia's interest in diplomacy faded almost automatically."
The Kremlin, which has frequently resorted to nuclear saber-rattling to try to deter Western support to Ukraine, also announced that Putin led a planned training exercise of Russia's strategic nuclear forces Wednesday, which included the launch of ballistic missiles.
Publicly, Russia said planning for the summit was still underway. The Foreign Ministry was carrying out Putin's orders to work on the details of preparations for a meeting, including "such issues as schedules, formats and sequence of steps," according to Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov.
"Naturally, attempts are being made to present the situation as something different from what it was a week, two or three weeks ago," he said. "I view this as a deliberate aspiration of the deal's opponents to reduce the chances for its conclusion," he said.
The Kremlin also said that its negotiating position, as articulated at the Alaska summit and elsewhere, had not changed. "Our position is well known to everyone. It has been clearly articulated by our president and is well understood," Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said Wednesday.
Although Trump has characterized Russia's conditions for peace as keeping Ukraine out of NATO and territorial demands -- or property as he has termed it -- and has attributed the difficulties in settling the war to "bad blood" between Putin and Zelensky, Moscow's core demands go much further.
These include setting the stage to remove Zelensky and his administration; stripping Ukraine of a substantial military; forcing Ukraine into close political and economic ties with Russia; denying Ukraine the right to join any alliances in the future; and making Russian an official state language.
Russian analyst Vladimir Pastukhov wrote on Telegram that Putin managed to persuade Trump to put the cart before the horse when he got him to abandon pressure for a ceasefire at the Alaska summit.
When Trump reversed his position, "Moscow exploded -- and this reaction is completely logical and predictable." But he said Russia's insistence that the Zelensky administration consisted of "Nazis" indicated its true position.
"Lavrov's statement that a ceasefire without addressing the root causes of the conflict would leave most of Ukraine under Nazi rule sheds light on the essence of the disagreement between Putin and Trump and helps explain what is happening in the negotiations," he said.
Mikhail Rostovsky, a political columnist for the pro-Kremlin tabloid newspaper Moskovsky Komsomolets, wrote Tuesday that "Moscow has no reason to agree to a simple ceasefire." Trump's call to stop fighting "doesn't suit Putin," who needed to gain time "to push Zelenskyy even further into the corner."
Moscow "doesn't plan to make any unilateral concessions. And this approach stands in stark contrast to what Trump wants," which is to end the war as quickly as possible no matter how, so he could win a Nobel Peace Prize.
In his Tuesday statement, Zelensky said he believed Ukraine's ability to strike deep into Russia -- threatening the logistics of the Kremlin's war machine and incapacitating parts of its energy sector -- could "hold the indispensable key to peace."
"The greater Ukraine's long-range reach, the greater Russia's willingness to end the war," Zelensky said. "The discussion on Tomahawks turned out to be a major investment in diplomacy -- we forced Russia to reveal that Tomahawks are precisely the card they take seriously."
In another possible sign the Trump administration was escalating pressure on Russia, the Ukrainian military said Tuesday that it had used British-made Storm Shadow long-range missiles to strike a chemical factory in Bryansk, Russia. Because the Storm Shadow can contain U.S. parts, the Trump administration may have had to clear its use in Russia under U.S. law. It also uses U.S. targeting data.
Trump denied on Wednesday a Wall Street Journal report that there had been such a policy change, calling it "fake news."

Rescuers work in an apartment building damaged by a Russian drone strike in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, on Wednesday. (Reuters) 


As Wednesday dawned in Kyiv, the scenes were familiar from the past nearly four years of war. Ambulances rushed the injured to hospitals. Buildings smoldered. Workers tallied the damage and swept glass from shattered windows, glistening on the leaf-strewn ground.
In Kharkiv, a kindergarten was hit by a drone, killing one and injuring four, including one in intensive care.
In the village of Pohreby, near Kyiv, the bodies of a 12-year-old girl and a 6-month-old baby were found with their mother in a burned-out husk of a home.
"These strikes," Zelensky posted Wednesday morning on Telegram, "are Russia's slap in the face to everyone who insists on a peaceful solution."
Abbas Gallyamov, a speechwriter for Putin during his term as prime minister, said that Putin would have difficulty explaining to ordinary Russians why the war was ever necessary, if he failed to deliver his stated goals of totally transforming Ukraine.
"Let's assume that the war will now stop on condition that Ukraine does not join NATO. This would in no way cover the fact that the Ukrainian armed forces are now armed to the teeth, incredibly angry at Russia, and -- most importantly -- no weaker than their Russian counterparts," he wrote on Telegram.
"'So what is the success? How will Donbas help us in this situation?' asks the average Russian. Putin will have nothing to answer that question," he added.
Serhii Korolchuk in Kyiv contributed to this report.
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National Security
Trump beats the drums of war for direct action in Venezuela
The Trump administration has surged warships, fighter jets and troops to the Caribbean for drug interdiction. Many see the ultimate goal as toppling Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro.

A U.S. Marine Corps helicopter in September in Ceiba, Puerto Rico. (Miguel J. Rodriguez Carrillo/Getty Images)


By Karen DeYoung, Warren Strobel, Susannah George, Ana Herrero | 2025-10-22
By his own count, President Donald Trump has "settled" eight wars, from the Gaza Strip to Southeast Asia, during his nine months in office. But in a place much closer to home, he now seems determined to start one.
With dozens of warships and planes, and thousands of U.S. troops newly deployed to the Caribbean Sea, Trump has declared an "armed conflict" with drug trafficking groups he has designated international terrorists. U.S. air attacks have blown up at least seven boats that Trump has charged were carrying drugs to the United States in international waters from Venezuela, in the process killing dozens of alleged traffickers.
He has also signed a "finding," or authorization document, for CIA covert operations in Venezuela, and charged its president, Nicolas Maduro, with being illegitimately elected and heading a narcotics cartel.
"I authorized it for two reasons," Trump said last week. Venezuela, he said, was the "worst abuser" of "open border" policies under the Biden administration, emptying its "prisons, mental institutions, insane asylums" of migrants to the United States. "The other thing is drugs. ... We have a lot of drugs coming in from Venezuela."
Asked if he had authorized the CIA to "take out" Maduro, Trump said it would be "a ridiculous question for me to answer. But I think Venezuela is feeling the heat."
White House spokeswoman Anna Kelly referred to Trump's public statements in response to a request for clarification of his policy in the region. She added in an email that "these decisive strikes have been against designated narcoterrorists bringing deadly poison to our shores and the President will continue to use every element of American power to stop drugs from flooding into our country and to bring those responsible to justice."
Trump has made clear his intentions to go beyond blowing up boats, saying "we're going to stop them by land" in Venezuela. Several people familiar with internal administration deliberations said any initial land attack would probably be a targeted operation on alleged trafficker encampments or clandestine airstrips, rather than a direct attempt to unseat Maduro.
Some said the U.S. deployments and boat strikes were psychological warfare to promote fractures in the Venezuelan armed forces or persuade Maduro to step down.
But Trump has said nothing to dispel concerns that the United States could launch a full-scale military operation.
Having declared war against narco-terrorists, and designated Maduro as the head of at least one of them, "there really is no turning back unless Maduro is essentially not in power," said one person among those interviewed for this article who, like others, spoke on the condition of anonymity about the sensitive issue.
"At the end of the day if you have authority to take out cartel runners" at sea, "you can take out the cartel boss," the person said.

Side-by-side screenshots, from a video posted Sept. 15 on the White House account on X, depict what President Donald Trump said was a U.S. military strike on a Venezuelan drug cartel vessel. (The White House/Reuters)


The vast majority of illicit drugs entering the United States -- and virtually all of the fentanyl -- do not come from or through the Caribbean, but from along the Pacific coast or by land from Mexico, according to U.S. government and U.N. experts. Venezuela is generally used as a conduit for cocaine produced and trafficked by Colombian guerrilla groups -- primarily the National Liberation Army, or ELN, by its Spanish initials.
The Cartel de los Soles, the terrorist-designated Venezuelan group that, according to the Trump administration, is headed by Maduro, is largely made up of senior Venezuelan military and regime officials who facilitate and take a cut of profits from drug trafficking and other criminal activity.
"I think we are a ways off from having a military presence on the ground" in Venezuela, said Juan Gonzalez, who served as National Security Council senior director for Western Hemisphere affairs during the Biden administration. "It doesn't mean that they won't use U.S. assets to try to go inside of Venezuelan territory, but it's much easier to go after ELN safe havens ... that border Colombia [inside Venezuela] than to go inside Caracas."
While Trump's precise instructions to the CIA are highly classified, two people familiar with the document he signed described it as authorizing aggressive agency action against the Venezuelan government and associated drug traffickers.
The document does not explicitly order the CIA to overthrow Maduro, but it authorizes steps that could lead to that outcome, said the people familiar with it.
The spy agency has moved to beef up its presence in the region, surging personnel to the Caribbean and surrounding area to collect human and electronic intelligence, the people familiar with the matter said. The Pentagon has already surged U.S. special operations forces into the region, including an elite helicopter unit.
"The U.S. is at a turning point -- Washington needs to decide what it wants," said Geoff Ramsey, a Venezuela expert at the Atlantic Council. "The president came to office campaigning to end endless wars, but he's found himself now championing what may be America's longest war, which is the war on drugs."
For many outside observers, including lawmakers and regional experts, it is still unclear whether Trump's actions thus far are part of a political or military strategy designed to curtail the flow of drugs, lead to Maduro's overthrow or be part of a broader pivot toward Latin America.
"It would certainly ratchet things up if they began doing strikes on land, inside Venezuelan territory, especially if those strikes had a political purpose," said Tom Shannon, who served in several senior State Department positions, including assistant secretary for Western Hemisphere affairs and undersecretary for political affairs during the Obama administration and for the first five months of Trump's first term.
"This is where I think the administration is going to get itself in trouble. They're not being clear to the American people about what's going on here," Shannon said. "If it's just drug trafficking, great. But they've got a way-oversized force and there's an intimidation message here that is only being articulated through acts, and through the announcement of covert action inside Venezuela."

Members of Venezuela's Bolivarian National Militia take part in military training in La Guaira, Venezuela, on Oct. 8. (Juan Barreto/AFP/Getty Images)


Adm. Alvin Holsey resigned last week as head of the U.S. Southern Command, less than a year into a three-year appointment, something that Shannon and others attributed to his discomfort over the Caribbean operations. Critics have argued that the strikes are violations of U.S. and international law, and that the administration has not provided sufficient evidence or credible legal justification.
Neither Holsey nor Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth gave a reason for the admiral's departure, but "you have to assume this is why he decided his career is over with," Shannon said. "'This is going to be my legacy? War crimes?'"
More broadly, the administration has said it wants to refocus American foreign policy away from further-flung parts of the world and toward the Western Hemisphere.
The forthcoming National Defense Strategy, usually produced by the Pentagon every four years, is set to make defending the U.S. homeland and the near abroad top priorities, according to multiple people familiar with the document. Those priorities are also likely to be reflected in the administration's National Security Strategy, produced by the White House and also nearing release.
The choice has rankled many uniformed military leaders, most of whom still consider China's rapid military buildup the most pressing national security threat.
Some lawmakers and regional experts doubt whether there is a strategy for the hemisphere at all, seeing instead a series of policies toward individual countries whose treatment by the administration has more to do with their fealty to MAGA policies and Trump's personal preferences.
"I think the policy in the Americas is really a mishmash right now," said Sen. Tim Kaine (D-Virginia), who has long focused on policy toward Latin America.
"We're engaging in military action in the Caribbean, and we're giving Argentina 20 billion bucks if their midterms turn out the right way," Kaine told a gathering of reporters Friday. "You tell me what the through line is."
Argentina will hold legislative elections next Saturday, and the government of President Javier Milei -- an avowed MAGA disciple, "anarcho-capitalist" and Trump favorite -- is predicted to lose seats in the midst of an economic downturn. If Milei prevails, Trump promised when the Argentine leader visited the White House last week, he'll get the $20 billion to prop up the Argentine peso and maybe $20 billion more. If he loses, Trump said, hinting to Argentine voters that the economy's rescue hangs in the balance, "we won't waste our time."

President Donald Trump welcomes Argentine President Javier Milei to the White House on Oct. 14. (Jonathan Ernst/Reuters)


The administration has praised the conservative president of Paraguay, whom Secretary of State Marco Rubio called an "extraordinary" partner last summer after that government agreed to take U.S. asylum seekers. Ecuador, which indicated a willingness to reopen a U.S. military base closed by a previous government, was promised a possible free trade agreement during a Rubio visit last month.
At the same time, Trump has threatened stiff tariffs on Chilean copper, that country's primary export to the U.S., despite an existing free trade agreement and Chile's trade deficit with the United States. Trump hit Brazil with a 50 percent tariff after the criminal conviction of former president and Trump ally Jair Bolsonaro for plotting a coup against the nation's current president, Luiz Inacio "Lula" da Silva. But after a brief handshake with Lula at the United Nations last month, Trump proclaimed they had "excellent chemistry" and a future sit-down was in the works.
Lula, Chilean President Gabriel Boric and Colombian President Gustavo Petro are leftists nearing the end of their terms. Last weekend, Petro accused Trump of a military attack on a fishing boat in Colombian waters and killing a Colombian citizen. In response, Trump said he was cutting all U.S. aid to Bogota -- whose military and intelligence relationship with the United States has been the closest in Latin America -- and would likely impose crippling tariffs.
Calling Petro "a lunatic" and "an illegal drug leader," Trump said on social media that if he didn't clean up Colombia's illicit cocaine production, the United States would do it for him "and it won't be done nicely." On Wednesday, the Pentagon said it struck another alleged drug boat -- this time in the waters of the eastern Pacific.
Cuts in military assistance to Colombia risk a vital intelligence partnership just as the U.S. ramps up military activity in the region, Gonzalez said. "It's not going to punish Petro," he said, and may actually improve his weak domestic standing. "Trump may have just given him a platform to be a popular former president who stood up to the United States, which is what Petro is looking for."
In Venezuela, the government has continued to attack political opponents and protesters, while mobilizing troops to coastal areas and, according to Maduro, enrolling 8 million people in civilian militias.
The CIA had organized "all the coups d'etat in Latin America ... and presidents assassinated," Maduro said after learning of Trump's CIA authorization. Speaking on state television, Defense Minister Vladimir Padrino said he didn't want to alarm people, "but I do want to warn the population that we have to prepare, because the irrationality with which U.S. imperialism acts is not normal."
"This is the first time we have indicators that they are taking this threat seriously," said Andrei Serbin Pont of the Latin American research group CRIES. "They understand that conventional capacities don't stand a chance" against a possible U.S. intervention.
Even with purchases and contributions from Russia, China and Iran, Venezuela's military is outdated and unused to combat. "The logic behind Venezuelan military purchases was to send ideological messages" rather than accessing the best technology, said Jose Gustavo Arocha, a retired Venezuelan army lieutenant colonel now living in the United States.
"In the end," Arocha said, "what is truly relevant, and why the regime is a threat, is its asymmetric capabilities in intelligence, infiltration, buying favors and disinformation."
Any Venezuelan response "is unlikely to present a significant impediment to U.S. forces," Geoffrey Corn, a retired Army officer and director of Texas Tech University's Center for Military Law and Policy, wrote on the War on the Rocks website. But "what began as a limited action against a handful of alleged drug smugglers could quickly expand to an interstate war, regime change ... and all the second and third order consequences the United States has experienced that are often harder to address than defeating the enemy in battle."
For now, Trump seems unconcerned by Venezuela's defense preparations. Videos distributed by Maduro's government show civilians, many of them older, being trained to repel an invasion. He reposted one on his Truth Social media account, showing a woman running awkwardly with a long gun in her hands.
"Top Secret," Trump wrote. "We caught the Venezuelan military training. A very serious threat!"
Herrero reported from Caracas. Noah Robertson and Alex Horton contributed to this report.
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Middle East conflict
U.N. court says Israel not meeting obligations as occupying power in Gaza
The International Court of Justice said Israel must ensure sufficient humanitarian needs are met in Gaza, including by allowing the U.N. to distribute aid.

The courtroom during a nonbinding ruling on the Israeli occupation of Palestinian territories in The Hague on Oct. 22. (Koen van Weel/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Abbie Cheeseman, Sammy Westfall | 2025-10-22
The International Court of Justice ruled Wednesday that Israel has failed as an occupying power to adequately provide aid to Palestinian civilians, saying in an advisory opinion that Israeli authorities were obligated to cooperate with the United Nations to ensure the population, particularly in the Gaza Strip, is supplied with the essentials of daily life.
The court, which is the U.N.'s top legal body, was asked by the General Assembly last year to weigh in on Israel's obligations both under the U.N. charter and international law, after the Knesset passed twin laws that banned the work of the U.N. Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees earlier this year.
The agency, also known as UNRWA, has for decades served as the main provider of aid in Gaza, where the majority of its 2.2 million people are descendants of refugees who fled or were expelled from what is now Israel in 1948. Israel has said UNRWA lacks impartiality and accused some employees of participating in the Hamas-led attacks on Oct. 7, 2023.
But in its ruling Wednesday, the court found that Israel "has not substantiated its allegations that a significant part of UNRWA employees 'are members of Hamas ... or other terrorist factions.'" Many participants in the oral proceedings of the case said they believed UNRWA is the only international humanitarian organization "capable of adequately supplying the population" and the judges concluded that UNRWA's role in Gaza was "indispensable" as Israeli authorities, waging a two-year-long military campaign, blocked or severely restricted the entry of food and other aid.
Some states in the U.N. proceedings confirmed that they had not been able to deliver any aid into the Gaza Strip during aid blockages, including a total siege that stopped all food, fuel, aid and commercial goods from entering Gaza between early March and late May.
Since a ceasefire was enacted this month, the U.N. World Food Program is now managing to get around 750 tons of food aid delivered into Gaza per day, which, while above the amount allowed in before the ceasefire, is still far below their 2,000 tons per day target, according to WFP spokesperson Abeer Etefa. Under the terms of the ceasefire agreement, an average of 600 trucks of humanitarian aid are supposed to cross into Gaza daily. And while other organizations have also delivered aid since the ceasefire, humanitarian officials said it's too early to tell whether that promised volume will materialize and last.
The population in Gaza, the court said, "has been inadequately supplied" with the essentials for daily life, including food, water, clothing, bedding, shelter, fuel, medical supplies and services. It referred to findings in August by the world's leading body on hunger that famine had taken hold in Gaza City and was projected to expand, ruling that Israel must respect the prohibition on the use of starvation of civilians as a method of warfare and is "unconditionally" required to "agree to and facilitate relief schemes" for Palestinian civilians.
Israel, which challenged the court's jurisdiction, rejected the panel's advisory opinion Wednesday. In a post on X, Foreign Affairs Ministry spokesman Oren Marmorstein called the ruling a "politicization of International Law" intended to harm the state of Israel. The State Department also issued a statement condemning the ruling, which it described as "corrupt" and "nakedly politicized."
The opinion, it said, "unfairly bashes Israel and gives UNRWA a free pass for its deep entanglement with and material support for Hamas terrorism."
Israeli authorities have argued that the country is not the occupying power in Gaza, after it withdrew troops and settlers from the enclave in 2005. But the war has "increased significantly" Israel's effective control of the Gaza Strip, the court found. At the same time, while Israel's security interests should be taken into account, security concerns are "not a free-standing exception permitting a State to depart from the otherwise applicable rules of international human law," the judges said.
Advisory opinions carry legal and political weight but the court has no way to enforce its rulings.
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Middle East conflict
Vance says Israel not a 'vassal state' as criticism swirls around Netanyahu
The vice president added that U.S. officials were visiting Israel to monitor the Gaza ceasefire, but "not ... in the sense of, you know, you monitor a toddler."

Vice President JD Vance and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu arrive ahead of a meeting at the prime minister's office in Jerusalem on Wednesday. (Nathan Howard/AFP/Getty Images)


By Shira Rubin, Lior Soroka, Claire Parker | 2025-10-22
TEL AVIV -- Vice President JD Vance and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu met Wednesday morning in Jerusalem as the Trump administration redoubled efforts to preserve the Gaza ceasefire and concerns grew in Israel over whether the United States would seek to limit its military actions in the enclave.
"We don't want a vassal state, and that's not what Israel is ... we want an ally," Vance said in brief remarks to reporters alongside the prime minister, adding he was optimistic that "the ceasefire is going to hold."
Vance arrived in Israel on Tuesday, joining Middle East envoy Steve Witkoff and Jared Kushner, President Donald Trump's son-in-law, to help calm tensions after violence flared in Gaza over the weekend, with two Israeli soldiers and 45 Palestinians killed. The three envoys were also there to open a U.S.-run civil-military coordination center to monitor the deal, ahead of an expected visit by Secretary of State Marco Rubio on Thursday.
The administration's public push to uphold the ceasefire, which went into effect on Oct. 10, is "not about monitoring in the sense of, you know, you monitor a toddler," Vance said Wednesday. "It's about monitoring in the sense that there's a lot of work."
Still, Netanyahu came under fire this week from critics who said U.S. officials are dictating Israel's postwar policy in Gaza. "This makes him look very bad, like he is not protecting Israel," said Jonathan Rynhold, a political scientist from Bar-Ilan University in central Israel.
"When it comes to Israel's security, we do what we have to do," Netanyahu told reporters, adding that while the two countries could have "some disagreements here and there," the U.S.-Israel relationship was ultimately "a partnership."
The prime minister lost much of his political support following Hamas's deadly Oct. 7, 2023, attack on Israel, which killed around 1,200 people and saw some 250 others taken as hostages, and for his failure to develop a viable strategy for the postwar period. Israel's two-year-long military campaign in Gaza has killed at least 68,234 people, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but says the majority of the dead are women and children.
The initial agreement between Israel and Hamas is part of a multiphase deal to end the war, but there is no clear timeline or mechanism for getting through the various steps, including the creation of an international peacekeeping force or program to disarm and demobilize Hamas. The deal is backed by the United States, Egypt, Qatar and Turkey, and enjoys support from other nations in the Middle East and Europe, but the open-ended nature of the agreement has made the ceasefire appear more tenuous, according to Gayil Talshir, a political scientist at Hebrew University in Jerusalem.
"Because the ceasefire agreement isn't finalized -- the international body doesn't yet exist, the Palestinian government hasn't been formed, and there are 2 million people in Gaza who need infrastructure and services ... Everything is subject to pressure from all sides: Hamas, Israel, the mediators," she said.
Michael Milshtein, the former head of the Palestinian department in Aman, Israel's military intelligence agency, said that the diplomacy this week has revealed "the daylight that exists between Israel and the U.S." on how to implement the ceasefire.
Much of the Israeli security establishment views the visits as a means to establishing a "red light" on Israeli military action on Gaza, he added. "What will the U.S. do when, in another month, Hamas fires rockets into Israel or attempts to smuggle weapons? Will Israel have the most basic permission to attack back?"
According to Khaled Okasha, a diplomatic and security consultant who advised the Egyptian and Palestinian delegations during ceasefire talks this month, the agreement stipulated that "the U.S. would be the judge and evaluate who is not doing their part of the deal." Any violations by Hamas would be addressed by the U.S. directly or through Egypt or Qatar, said Okasha, a retired police commander in Egypt.
Egypt also sent its intelligence chief and lead negotiator, Hassan Mahmoud Rashad, to Israel this week, where he met with Netanyahu, Witkoff and Kushner.
"All these people went to Israel because they were annoyed that there's no seriousness, that there's a different interpretation by Israel of the deal," Okasha said, adding that Rashad's unusual, face-to-face meeting with Netanyahu "tells you there's a huge problem." It's a sign that "things are not very promising in Israel, or at least it's not going as the process should be," he said.
Parker reported from Cairo. Heba Farouk Mahfouz in Cairo contributed to this report.
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Europe
E.U. gives top human rights award to imprisoned journalists
Andrzej Poczobut is serving eight years for allegedly "harming Belarus's national security." Mzia Amaghlobeli is serving two years for slapping a police chief in Georgia.

Protesters in Tbilisi, Georgia, demand the release of jailed journalist Mzia Amaghlobeli in January. (Zurab Tsertsvadze/AP)


By Susannah George | 2025-10-22
The European Union gave its top human rights award Wednesday to two journalists imprisoned in their native countries of Belarus and Georgia.
Andrzej Poczobut, a Belarusian correspondent for the influential Polish newspaper Gazeta Wyborcza, is an outspoken critic of Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko. Arrested amid a crackdown on dissent in 2020, he's serving an eight-year sentence in the Novopolotsk penal colony, accused of "harming Belarus's national security."
Mzia Amaghlobeli, who founded two independent media outlets in Georgia, was sentenced to two years in prison for slapping a police chief during an anti-government protest in January. Supporters say she's Georgia's first female political prisoner since the dissolution of the Soviet Union.
Poczobut and Amaghlobeli were named the winners of this year's Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought on Wednesday in Strasbourg, France.
"Their courage has made them symbols of the struggle for freedom and democracy," European Parliament President Roberta Metsola said. "This house stands with them and with all those who continue to demand freedom."

Journalist Andrzej Poczobut stands in a defendants' cage in court in Grodno, Belarus, on Jan. 16, 2023. (Leonid Shcheglov/AP)



Mzia Amaghlobeli, a Georgian journalist, stands in a defendants' cage in a court in Batumi, Georgia, on Feb. 1. She's holding a book titled "How to Stand Up to a Dictator." (Formula TV/AP)


The E.U. has awarded the Sakharov Prize annually since 1988 to honor individuals or organizations for their human rights work. Several previous winners, including South African anti-apartheid activist Nelson Mandela, Pakistani education advocate Malala Yousafzai and Venezuelan opposition leader Maria Corina Machado, have gone on to win the Nobel Peace Prize.
Poczobut and Amaghlobeli, Metsola said, are being held "on trumped-up charges simply for doing their work."
Poczobut, a member of Belarus's Polish minority, was reporting on protests over Lukashenko after he claimed victory in a 2020 election widely viewed as fraudulent. When security forces cracked down, Poczobut refused to leave the country and was arrested.
The Polish Journalists Association at the time called Poczobut's trial and conviction "elements of the regime's repression against freedom of speech and the Polish minority."
Amaghlobeli was investigating public spending and abuse of office by the ruling Georgian Dream party. Critics accuse the party of moving the country toward authoritarianism.
After Amaghlobeli's conviction, the Committee to Protect Journalists warned that the case was "a sign of the declining environment for press freedom in Georgia and a symbol for the fight between truth and control."
The prize is named for the late Soviet scientist, dissident and Nobel peace laureate Andrei Sakharov. The shortlist this year included aid workers and journalists in the Palestinian territories and Serbian students involved in nationwide protests.
Each political group in the Parliament can nominate a candidate. The U.S. conservative activist Charlie Kirk, shot to death in September during a college appearance in Utah, was put forward by a far-right group but did not receive enough votes to make the shortlist.
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Europe
A Parkinson's patient plays clarinet during Deep Brain Stimulation surgery
Doctors noticed an instant improvement in Parkinson's disease patient Denise Bacon's mobility during the procedure, known as Deep Brain Stimulation.




By Jennifer Hassan | 2025-10-22

Denise Bacon underwent Deep Brain Stimulation to improve her Parkinson's symptoms. Doctors assessed her mobility as they worked by having her play her clarinet.


LONDON -- The doctors prepared to carry out the brain surgery, their medical tools laid out. Their patient, wide awake on the operating table, was given an instrument of her own: her clarinet, which she began to play.
Denise Bacon, 65, blew into the mouthpiece as doctors stood behind her, piercing holes into her skull to implant electrodes that would deliver electrical pulses to the brain in a bid to improve her motor skills. The electrodes were connected to a pulse generator -- a device likened to a pacemaker -- which sent continuous pulses to modify the brain, helping her manage her symptoms of Parkinson's disease, for which there is no cure.
Bacon underwent the procedure, known as Deep Brain Stimulation (DBS), in London's King's College Hospital in July. The semiprofessional musician was diagnosed with Parkinson's in 2014 and its symptoms greatly affected her ability to feed herself, walk and play her "beloved" clarinet, eventually forcing her to leave the concert band she played for, the hospital said in a statement.
One of the goals for the procedure was to help her play again, Keyoumars Ashkan, the neurosurgeon who carried out the operation, said in an interview Wednesday.
"If I can go back to playing clarinet, that will make a huge difference to my quality of life," Bacon told Ashkan before the surgery, he said. As the results of DBS are instant, the best way to assess the procedure's success was to have Bacon play as doctors stimulated her brain, one electrode at a time, doctors decided. Bacon was fitted with a type of stimulation device in her chest, which can monitor her brain activity and adjust stimulation when needed.

DBS patients such as Denise Bacon, above, are typically kept awake so doctors can assess their movements as they place electrodes into the brain and analyze their immediate impact. (King's College Hospital)


Parkinson's, which affects an estimated 1.1 million people in the United States and 10 million worldwide, causes brain circuits that coordinate movement to misfire, causing symptoms including tremors, stiffness and slow movements. Other common symptoms include difficulty speaking and issues with sleep, coordination and balance.
Bacon was awake for the surgery: DBS patients are typically kept awake so doctors can assess their movements as they place electrodes into the brain and analyze their immediate impact, Ashkan said. Bacon was given a local anesthetic to numb her scalp and skull; the brain itself does not have any pain receptors.
"You can, on the table, immediately see the effect of the surgery," Ashkan said. In Bacon's case, as soon as the electrode was placed, doctors witnessed her finger movement becoming "immediately better," he said.
The right side of the brain controls the left side of the body and vice versa, Ashkan explained, adding that when doctors placed the electrode on the right side of Bacon's brain, her left fingers were "flying."
The right fingers, which were not being treated, were not doing anything. "They were stiff and slow and couldn't move," he said.
Katherine Fletcher, research communications lead at Parkinson's UK, said in an emailed statement that DBS offers those living with the disease "better control of symptoms when medications are no longer as effective." Speaking of Bacon's procedure, Fletcher said it was "incredible to hear how this life-changing treatment is not only helping individuals with symptoms, but regain the ability to do the things they love."
In 2020, a violinist who learned she had a brain tumor after a seizure at a symphony played her instrument as doctors worked to remove it. That surgery also took place at King's College Hospital, with Ashkan in the room.
"Images and videos of musicians playing instruments like a clarinet during deep brain stimulation remind us of the extraordinary power of modern therapies for Parkinson's disease," Michael S. Okun, co-author of "The Parkinson's Plan" and medical adviser for the Parkinson's Foundation, said in an interview with The Washington Post on Tuesday.
Okun described moments like Bacon's surgery as "not just medical feats" but "windows into the resilience of the human brain and spirit." It also brings hope and awareness to effective Parkinson's treatments, Okun said. "It's a myth that Parkinson's lacks effective treatments as DBS, medications and rehabilitation can all dramatically restore function and quality of life."
Ashkan stressed that DBS is not a cure for Parkinson's, but a "very effective" surgical tool that can improve the quality of life for patients who may have stopped responding to medication or are experiencing side effects.
"The first line of treatment for Parkinson's disease is not surgery; it's medical management drugs," he added, though he pointed out that some patients stop responding to the drugs after years of taking them. "At that stage surgery could potentially have a real role," he said.
Ashkan said he hopes that Bacon's story will offer hope to those living with Parkinson's and also educate them about DBS as a treatment for their symptoms, which is offered free through Britain's National Health Service. DBS surgery is also available in the U.S., according to the Parkinson's Foundation.
After a DBS operation, patients are discharged for three or four weeks before returning to the hospital to have their stimulation device switched on. "It's a permanent system that lasts forever," Ashkan said, adding that Bacon is getting more mobile each day and slowly returning to hobbies such as swimming and hiking. "She's finding quite a lot of improvement," he said. "Hopefully she will sometime soon go back and play in the band again."
Ray White, another member of the East Grinstead Concert Band in southern England -- where Bacon played -- said in an email Tuesday that the group was "delighted" to see Bacon making headlines for bringing a little music to the operating theater.
Though Bacon stopped playing due to her symptoms, he said she remained a "much loved friend," sometimes attending the band's events as their unofficial photographer. The band is "very much looking forward to the day when she can resume her place in our clarinet section," White said.
Bacon could not immediately be reached for an interview but said in a statement that she was "delighted" with the outcome of the surgery. Having noticed improvements in walking and playing the clarinet, she has another place she wants to test her regained mobility: the dance floor.
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Europe
Even after dropping Duke of York title, Prince Andrew remains a royal pain
Amid uproar over Prince Andrew's alleged sexual abuse of a teenage accuser of Jeffrey Epstein, Britain is debating if King Charles should do more to punish his brother.  

Activists from anti-monarchy group Republic protest at the entrance to Windsor Great Park near the Royal Lodge, where Prince Andrew lives, Tuesday. (Peter Nicholls/Getty Images)


By Karla Adam | 2025-10-23
LONDON -- Days after Prince Andrew agreed to stop using his Duke of York title, Buckingham Palace finds itself trapped, yet again, in a scandal that refuses to abate -- or abdicate.
Amid renewed outrage over sexual abuse allegations stemming from his personal ties to the deceased American sex offender Jeffrey Epstein, Andrew, a younger brother of King Charles III, announced he would no longer use the title. But while critics welcomed the decision, it has failed to dispel the "Andrew problem." If anything, the storm has intensified.
The uproar was set off by the publication of a memoir "Nobody's Girl" by Virginia Giuffre, one of Epstein's accusers, which includes a harrowing account of her allegedly being trafficked as a teenager, including to the disgraced prince. Giuffre wrote that she was forced to have sex with Andrew on three occasions, and his name appears 89 times in the text. She died by suicide earlier this year, shortly after the book was finished.
Now, Britain is debating whether Charles should strip his younger brother of his "prince" title -- despite the biological fact that Andrew's mother was Queen Elizabeth II. Some say Parliament should make it easier to de-royalize someone, while others are focused on Andrew still living in a 30-room royal mansion, for which he has paid just "one peppercorn" in symbolic rent for the past 22 years.
Meanwhile, the London Metropolitan Police are investigating new claims -- contained in Epstein-related emails shared with Congress -- that Andrew allegedly gave his police bodyguard Giuffre's Social Security number and asked him to dig up damaging information on her. A palace official said that the accusations should be "examined in the appropriate way."
"Andrew must cease styling himself prince and disappear," the Times of London declared in an unusually scathing editorial. It added that Andrew would "save everyone's time if the eighth in line to the throne (yes, that too must go) declared himself plain Mr. Windsor and took himself off to some sunny spot where he can live a life of golf and quiet self-reflection."
Buckingham Palace, ever eager to shift the narrative, is hoping some celestial optics this week might help. Charles and Pope Leo XIV are expected to pray together in the Sistine Chapel, the first time in at least 500 years that a British monarch and a pope intend to join in a church service.
On Monday, Charles visited Manchester, to meet members of the community targeted in a recent synagogue attack. After the visit, a palace spokesperson said: "We hope very much that the focus here today will be on the community impacted by a heinous hate crime rather than any other matters."
That plea went unheeded. The next morning, many front pages in the British press were plastered with Andrew's face.
The British monarchy has long presented itself as morally exemplary. What happens behind palace walls is another matter, but its public image has traditionally been one of model family life -- stable marriages, Christian duty and service. That's why the breakup of Charles and Diana's marriage was a defining scandal.
Today, Prince William and Princess Catherine seek to project a contrasting image of a happy family of five -- a grounded, moral household. "It's against that backdrop more than anything, that the revelations around Epstein and allegations with Giuffre, sit so uncomfortably with the royal family," said royal historian Ed Owens.
The discomfort is further amplified by modern monarchy's effort to define itself increasingly through charitable work and social causes. Earlier this month, Sophie, Duchess of Edinburgh, visited the Democratic Republic of Congo to highlight sexual violence in conflict and support survivors.
Queen Camilla has long championed groups that fight domestic abuse, telling a 2024 documentary, "Her Majesty The Queen: Behind Closed Doors," that she would work to raise awareness "until I can do no more."
These are the kind of charitable acts that the 21st-century crown wants to be known for.
"This is how the monarchy justifies itself," explained Craig Prescott, author of "Modern Monarchy," a forthcoming book that looks at the crown's evolving role in British public life. "It no longer justifies itself from some sort of inherent birthright. Yes, okay, you're born into this position, but from that point, from that start, you have to earn it. Prince Andrew hasn't served much public utility -- quite the opposite."
Analysts said that the palace pushed Andrew into relinquishing use of his title after a steady drip of damaging stories -- most notably one in the Mail on Sunday, which published an email indicating that Andrew had misled the public when he told the BBC's "Newsnight" that he had cut ties with Epstein in December 2010. The email, reportedly sent to Epstein in February 2011 -- contradicted that claim, with Andrew allegedly writing: "... keep in close touch and we'll play some more soon!!!!"
Andrew has vehemently denied wrongdoing, and he has never been convicted or charged. In February 2022, he settled a civil lawsuit with Giuffre for an undisclosed sum but made no admission of liability.
Lying to the BBC, however, said Prescott, was something the royal family could "pin on him for being wrong."
Andrew is not known for contrition, and his statement on Friday about giving up the use of the Duke of York title expressed no sympathy for Epstein's victims. Andrew said that he stood "by my decision five years ago" -- it was actually six -- "to stand back from public life." Many charities had severed ties with him before that.
Critics say that relinquishing use of the title -- and no longer attending royal family Christmas events -- is not sufficient or commensurate with the allegations of preying sexually on a minor.
Andrew still lives at the Royal Lodge, a palatial residence set in Windsor Great Park that he shares with his ex-wife, Sarah Ferguson.
The Times of London reported that Andrew paid 1 million pounds for the lease and at least 7.5 million pounds for renovations completed in 2005. But since signing the lease in 2003, he has been obligated to pay just "one peppercorn (if demanded)" in rent per year -- a quaint legal relic that makes sense only in a country where the royal family still owns all wild swans. Andrew, who is 65, and his family are allowed to live at the mansion until 2078.
Owens said it would be difficult to evict Andrew because of the lease, which is with the Crown Estate, an independent body that manages some crown assets with its revenue going to the state.
But Owens noted that the royal family -- "or whoever is funding him; we're not sure exactly where he gets his money from" -- could apply private pressure. "They could say, 'Look, you're not going to be able to have continued security or access to other privileges unless you leave the Royal Lodge.' I think there is private leverage," Owens said.
Robert Jenrick, the Conservative Party's point person on justice, was less diplomatic, telling the BBC that Andrew should leave the property and "make his own way in life."
Some lawmakers are calling on Parliament to enact legislation that would make it easier to strip Andrew of his dukedom, which technically he still holds even though he has agreed not to use the title.
Others, including Giuffre's brother Sky Roberts, would like Charles to go further and remove "prince" from Andrew's name, which theoretically could be revoked by "Letters Patent."
Owens said Charles might hesitate. "The idea that someone who inherits their title at birth can suddenly have that removed is probably quite a terrifying prospect for a king overseeing a head of institution that is going through some difficult times."
Even if Andrew were stripped of every title and nudged out of his lodgings, experts said it was unlikely the media scrutiny would end.
Removing Andrew's duke title was "decisive, punchy, and it showed a showed a determination to draw a line under it," said Robert Hardman, a royal biographer. "Whether it does or not ..."
Hardman added: "They could take away everything, make him Mr. Andrew, Esquire, and stick him in a council house -- and it would still be big news" the next time the British press sniffs a fresh scandal.
Finding a lasting settlement could fall to Prince William when he eventually takes the throne.
In a recent interview with the Canadian comedian Eugene Levy, William said his vision for the monarchy involves evolution. "I think it's safe to say that change is on my agenda," he said.
The Sunday Times reported that William "knows the 'Andrew problem' will be in his in-tray at some point" and that he is prepared to be "more ruthless."
Owens, the historian, interpreted that as "a member of the family articulating a genuine desire to do something about a problematic relative."
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Economic Policy
Senate blocks bills to pay federal workers during shutdown
As the government shutdown stretches into a fourth week, lawmakers are no closer to ending it.

The bill put forward by Sen. Ron Johnson (R-Wisconsin) was blocked along party lines. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Riley Beggin, Theodoric Meyer | 2025-10-23
The Senate blocked a bill Thursday to pay federal employees who have been required to keep working during the shutdown.
The bill, which failed to advance by a 54-45 vote along mostly partisan lines, was a political test for senators as the shutdown entered its fourth week. Only three Democrats voted with Republicans to advance the measure put forward by Sen. Ron Johnson (R-Wisconsin).
All workers are entitled by law to back pay once the shutdown ends, including those who are furloughed. But the Trump administration has moved money around to pay some of the workers who are required to come in, mostly in the military and law enforcement. Around 750,000 federal workers have been furloughed without pay during the shutdown. Workers whose jobs involve protecting life and government property have been expected to continue working without pay, including air traffic controllers, Transportation Security Administration officers and staff in law enforcement agencies.
"We're talking about making sure that 2.8 -- I think that's about the number -- 2.8 million federal employees aren't worried about getting a next paycheck," Johnson said on the Senate floor Thursday. "That so overwhelms, quite honestly, the smaller differences" between the two bills.
Democrats argued that Johnson's bill gave White House budget director Russell Vought too much leeway to determine which workers would get paid and which would not because the administration decides which employees are furloughed or working. Many said they would prefer two alternative proposals from Sens. Gary Peters (D-Michigan) and Chris Van Hollen (D-Maryland.)
Van Hollen's bill would authorize immediate pay for all federal employees, including those who have been furloughed, and bar the Trump administration from trying to do layoffs during the shutdown. Peters's bill would pay all federal workers for their work from Oct. 1, when the shutdown began, to the date the bill becomes law.
"Here's the really dangerous part," Van Hollen said in a floor speech ahead of the vote. "We have a president, President Trump, who along with ru, who's his guy in the cockpit at OMB ... If you allow them to decide who they're going to keep on the job in the federal government and who they're going to pay, you're giving them also a blank check as to who they're going to send home and who they're going to punish by not paying."
Republicans blocked those measures Thursday, just before the vote on Johnson's.
The federal government has been shut down for all of October, as Republicans and Democrats in Congress remain at an impasse over a funding measure. Democrats have demanded that Republicans agree to extend Affordable Care Act subsidies in exchange for their votes to reopen the government.
The Trump administration has moved to repurpose some funding to pay certain employees as the shutdown drags on. Active-duty troops, deportation officers, air marshals and 70,000 federal law enforcement agents are continuing to get paychecks. Funding for troops is coming from unused Pentagon funds, the administration says, while funding from Republicans' tax and spending law is being used to pay the Coast Guard. Other sources of funding are unclear.
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Business
Trump pardons convicted Binance founder
Changpeng Zhao, who pleaded guilty to enabling money laundering in 2023, stepped down as CEO under the crypto exchange's $4.3 billion settlement with the Justice Department.

Former Binance CEO Changpeng "CZ" Zhao arrives at federal court in Seattle, on April 30, 2024. The White House announced Thursday that President Donald Trump has issued a pardon for Zhao. (Jason Redmond/AFP via Getty Images)


By Julian  Mark | 2025-10-23
President Donald Trump pardoned cryptocurrency titan Changpeng Zhao, whom the U.S. government convicted of violating anti-money-laundering laws in connection with his crypto exchange Binance, the White House said Thursday.
"President Trump exercised his constitutional authority by issuing a pardon for Mr. Zhao, who was prosecuted by the Biden administration in their war on cryptocurrency," White House spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt said in an email. "In their desire to punish the cryptocurrency industry, the Biden administration pursued Mr. Zhao despite no allegations of fraud or identifiable victims."
In November 2023, Zhao pleaded guilty to violating anti-money-laundering guidelines -- and agreed to step down as chief executive of Binance as part of the plea deal. Binance also agreed to pay a $4.3 billion fine, which at that time was among the largest ever levied against a corporation. It's unclear what the pardon means for payment of the fine and Zhao's ability to lead his company again.
"Deeply grateful for today's pardon and to President Trump for upholding America's commitment to fairness, innovation, and justice," Zhao wrote Thursday on the social media site X. "Will do everything we can to help make America the Capital of Crypto and advance web3 worldwide."
Trump on Tuesday issued the "executive grant of clemency," offering Zhao a "full and unconditional pardon," according to a copy of the document.
The pardon marks Trump's latest act of forgiveness involving high-profile, white-collar crimes. Last week, he commuted the sentence of former U.S. Rep. George Santos, who faced more than seven years in federal prison after pleading guilty to fraud and identity theft charges. In May, he pardoned Julie Chrisley and Todd Chrisley, reality TV stars convicted of fraud and tax evasion, as well as former U.S. Rep. Michael Grimm, a New York Republican who pleaded guilty to underreporting wages and revenue at a restaurant he operated. He also pardoned Nikola founder Trevor Milton, who'd been convicted of securities fraud and wire fraud.
Aaron Schaffer contributed to this report.
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Business
America may run out of Christmas decor this year. Here's why.
Christmas decor could be harder to come by this year if consumers wait too long to buy, industry leaders said. Suppliers and retailers -- from small businesses to big players --in the Christmas decor space are warning that tariffs will lead to higher prices and less inventory as the bulk of the manufacturing and materials come from China.

(The Washington Post/Washington Post illustration; iStock)


By Jaclyn Peiser | 2025-10-23

(Washington Post illustration; iStock)


If you're hoping to deck your halls with boughs of (faux) holly, now would be the time to head to the store.
A potential shortage of artificial trees, wreaths, garlands and other seasonal adornments is looming thanks to a tariff-induced frenzy that caused companies to pause or cancel imports during peak manufacturing season, industry experts warn.
Meanwhile, consumers should expect to pay as much as 18 percent more on such items compared with last year, company leaders said.
Early this year, imports surged as companies rushed to preempt the expected tariffs. Then, when President Donald Trump announced in April that tariffs would reach 145 percent on Chinese imports, there "was basically a 30-day freeze," said Chris Butler, the chief executive of National Tree Company. "All factories, all retailers, all manufacturers stopped ordering, canceled orders ... and the factories stopped producing."
Once the administration delayed the steep levy in April to keep negotiating with China, retailers, wholesalers and suppliers shifted to a more conservative approach, said James Gellert, the executive chairman of RapidRatings, a financial analysis firm. "That means holding less inventory or buying ahead less ... and reducing the amount of things that they produce."

A blow-up Santa at the National Tree Company showroom. (National Tree Company)


Trump said this month that he would hike tariffs on China by an extra 100 percent by Nov. 1, in response to Chinese leader Xi Jinping's move to limit raw minerals exports. The two are set to meet at South Korea at the end of the month.
Butler estimates that about 75 to 80 percent of production resumed after the initial pause this spring. Imports from China in the Christmas decorations category in July -- typically the start of the busy season for holiday merchandise, and the last month for which U.S. Census Bureau data is available -- were down 14.3 percent since January and 5.7 percent year-over-year. The dollar value of those imports was down 12.5 percent since January and 10 percent compared to last year.
The decline means inventories are much more depleted than usual.
"I'm not saying shelves are going to be bare ... but we certainly believe that supply will be lower than normal this year," Butler said. "We believe a lot of people will shop early."
Christmas decor is the latest consumer goods sector to experience tariff shock. Industries that primarily manufacture in China are especially vulnerable, and many are passing the cost to consumers, prompting the prices of toys, electronics, appliances and apparel to climb. And for most companies, moving to other countries in Asia has proven equally expensive after factoring in labor, tariffs, freight fees and the cost of the moving materials, business owners said.
Dan Casterella -- whose company does elaborate displays in New York City spots including Rockefeller Center, Radio City, Saks Fifth Avenue and Cartier -- has about 20 percent less inventory than he did last year. The chief executive of American Christmas, which also has an e-commerce business selling decor, said he makes his orders a year in advance, and by the April tariff announcement, most of his inventory was ready to ship.
Since then, though, he has shaved down his additional orders by 25 to 30 percent compared to last year and raised prices by 8 to 17 percent. He's already started selling out of Mark Roberts elves, large nutcrackers and Christmas village figurines.

American Christmas has already started selling out of some decor items, including nutcrackers. (American Christmas)



The company has about 20 percent less inventory than last year, CEO Dan Casterella said. (American Christmas)


"If everyone is down anywhere from 15 to 30 percent of inventory, that's a lot less in the marketplace," Casterella said. "If there's something that someone wants, they should act sooner than later. I also think things will continue to get more expensive into the future. It's the world we live in today."
The added cost is weighing particularly hard on small and midsize retailers and suppliers. Jared Hendricks, the chief executive of three Christmas-themed companies offering light-installation training, Christmas decor and storage -- Village Lighting, TreeKeeper and Santa's Bags -- said he has had to pay $750,000 to $1 million in tariffs, all of which he paid for through a line of credit.
"Usually I wake up in a panic three, four, five times a night," he said in a phone interview, his voice shaking. "I'm just scared out of my mind. ... I owe so much money right now and we just have to sell."
National Tree Company, one of the largest makers and distributors of faux Christmas trees, faces a $5 to $10 million annual tariff hit and raised prices about 10 percent, Butler said.

Artificial trees at the National Tree Company showroom. (National Tree Company)


Casterella has had to lay off staff and raised prices by 8 to 17 percent. Tariffs used to cost the company about $600,000 annually but now will total "in the millions," he said.
"Everyone is working harder in my company, and we're making less," Casterella added. "It doesn't feel right."
But in this economy, being a little short on inventory as opposed to too much could be helpful as consumers pull back on discretionary purchases ahead of the holiday season, said Katherine Butler, a partner at consulting firm Kearney.
"I'm not hearing a lot of retailers saying, 'Oh, jeez, this is going to end up being rosier than I thought,'" she said. "I'm hearing a lot of uncertainty. It's as much on the consumer side as it is on the supply side now."
Still, some importers ordered just as much this year. Bob Worth, the chief executive of wholesale holiday decorations and artificial floral company Worth Imports, is hopeful that customers will embrace the Christmas spirit and stick with him this holiday season, despite raising prices 8 to 10 percent.
"Christmas is a traditional holiday, and people are going to buy Christmas," he said.
Federica Cocco contributed to this report.
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Media
Pentagon announces a new right-wing press corps after mass walkout
A new crop of conservative media and influencers signed an agreement with the Pentagon, including the Gateway Pundit, the Post Millennial, Human Events and the National Pulse.

Several dozen people from various news organizations signed the Defense Department's more restrictive press policy. (Joshua Roberts/Reuters)


By Scott Nover, Drew Harwell | 2025-10-22
Nearly one week since a rash of Pentagon journalists turned in their press credentials after refusing to sign a new restrictive press policy, the Defense Department announced a "new media" press corps, largely hailing from right-wing outlets.
The 60 people from various news organizations represent, "a broad spectrum of new media outlets and independent journalists," Pentagon spokesperson Sean Parnell wrote in a statement Wednesday on X, adding that all of the publications agreed to the agency's press policy.
According to a draft of the announcement obtained by The Washington Post ahead of Parnell's tweet, the coalition of signatories includes the cable network Real America's Voice, streaming service Lindell TV (started by MyPillow CEO and Trump ally Mike Lindell), the websites the Gateway Pundit, the Post Millennial, Human Events, the National Pulse, and RedState. It also includes Turning Point USA's media brand Frontlines, as well as influencer Tim Pool's Timcast, and a Substack-based newsletter called Washington Reporter. The memo said that "many independent journalists" also signed, but did not specify who they were.
The Defense Department's policy blocks journalists from soliciting information the department has not authorized for release -- even unclassified details, a major shift in press outreach from the organization.
Parnell said that 26 people from 18 outlets signed the original document, including OAN, the Federalist, and the Epoch Times.
"New media outlets and independent journalists have created the formula to circumvent the lies of the mainstream media and get real news directly to the American people," Parnell wrote on X. "Their reach and impact collectively are far more effective and balanced than the self-righteous media who chose to self-deport from the Pentagon."
The Defense Department declined to offer additional comment or give the full list of signatories. Timcast, the National Pulse, and the Washington Reporter all confirmed to The Post that they had signed the policy. The Post Millennial, Just the News, Human Events, TPUSA Frontlines, Lindell TV, the Daily Signal and the Gateway Pundit all confirmed on X.
The introduction of a "new media" press corps follows a similar move earlier this year by the White House, which has held special briefings for influencers, upstart news outfits, and other nontraditional media. It has also had a new media seat in the briefing room, sometimes occupied by newer yet more mainstream outlets like Semafor and NOTUS.
Trump administration officials have defended their "new media" shift by suggesting they want to reach a broader and more diverse American audience, but many of the newest press corps entrants are small partisan outlets with low online engagement.
Only a few of the new entrants, including the Gateway Pundit and RedState, rank among the top 20 right-wing websites in the U.S., according to estimates from the online-data firm Similarweb cited by the political-content tracker TheRighting. The Gateway Pundit had 25 million visits in August to its website, while RedState had fewer than 10 million, the estimates said; the New York Times, by comparison, had nearly 600 million visits.
The Defense Department has made previous attempts to boost less-traditional media outlets, in February removing the New York Times and NPR from their dedicated office spaces in February in favor of the New York Post, Breitbart News, OAN and a left-wing outlet, HuffPost.
The resident Pentagon press corps, as it's known, are the journalists -- reporters, producers, photographers, videographers -- who cover the Pentagon on a day-to-day basis. Of the Pentagon's new press corps, only OAN was a regular presence before last week's walkout.
But there's little unity in conservative media over this policy.
Fox News, Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth's former employer, joined ABC, CBS, NBC and CNN in announcing it would not agree to the media policy. "Today, we join virtually every other news organization in declining to agree to the Pentagon's new requirements," the joint statement read. "The policy is without precedent and threatens core journalistic protections. "
Other conservative outlets Newsmax, the Washington Times and the Washington Examiner -- all of which have reporters who regularly cover the Pentagon from the building -- also declined to sign, as did the Daily Caller.
The Post previously reported that only 15 people had signed the media policy as of Oct. 16, the day after the walkout. That list included OAN, the Federalist, and the Epoch Times, as well as a smattering of foreign outlets, freelancers and little-known independent journalists.
The outlets that have stepped in to take the old guard's place are relatively scrappy and less well-known, and some have trafficked in conspiracy theories.
Tim Pool, CEO of Timcast, wrote in a statement that his plan is to have the outlet's White House correspondent attend any press briefings the Pentagon may hold. "Our access is mostly for general inquiries and interviews," Pool wrote. "Should a story, for some reason, end up in our laps that may put us at odds with the Pentagon's press policy, we will always prioritize the public's right to know and transparency. However, given that we are not investigative reporters, we don't expect to find ourselves in these circumstances."
Pool, a popular YouTuber, previously worked for a group called Tenet Media that the Justice Department said in an indictment was operated by Russian government-funded RT. He previously posted on X, "I just read the DoW press memo and I dont understand wtf the media is complaining about," referencing the Department of War, the Trump administration's rebranding of the Defense Department.
Gateway Pundit, a popular right-wing website, filed for bankruptcy after facing a slew of lawsuits over its content. It settled one high-profile defamation lawsuit filed by Georgia election workers in 2024.
Human Events is the small right-wing news blog edited by Jack Posobiec, a right-wing podcaster who was invited to travel with Hegseth on an overseas trip to Europe earlier this year, though he did not attend. Posobiec recently criticized reporters for yelling questions at President Donald Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin at an August summit. "Maybe I was raised a little differently," he told Stephen K. Bannon on a podcast.
The National Pulse's editor in chief, Raheem Kassam, confirmed that the outlet had signed the press policy, but declined to share details about future coverage. "It is correct," Kassam wrote. "Much like The Washington Post, we do not intend to divulge our editorial decisions to external parties."
Matthew Foldi, editor in chief of the Washington Reporter, confirmed that his outlet had raised its hand to sign the press policy. "The former press corps disgraced itself on a more or less daily basis with what they covered -- and what they didn't cover -- and we at the Washington Reporter are eager to pick up their slack," he told The Post.
Pentagon press secretary Kingsley Wilson sat for an interview with Turning Point USA's Frontlines channel last week. Turning Point USA was started by Charlie Kirk, the right-wing influencer killed at an event in Utah last month.
The interviewer, Monica Paige, had asked Wilson to clear up any "misconceptions" about the policy, a sympathetic setup for the Pentagon official: "What are maybe the mainstream media reporters getting wrong about this new policy?" Paige asked.
Wilson then made false claims that when Pentagon reporters could "go wherever they wanted in the building," and said that the policy comprises "reasonable, common-sense asks."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2025/10/22/pentagon-press-corps-right-wing-media/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Economic Policy
Democrats warn Trump team against 'weaponizing' the IRS
The Trump administration is pushing to make it easier to launch criminal tax investigations.

Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent attends a lunch with Republican senators in the White House Rose Garden on Tuesday. (Allison Robbert/Pool/EPA/Shutterstock)


By Jacob Bogage | 2025-10-22
Democrats from the Senate's powerful tax-writing committee demanded Wednesday that administration officials drop large-scale changes at the Internal Revenue Service that would make it easier to launch criminal investigations of President Donald Trump's political opponents.
In a letter to Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent and senior IRS official Gary Shapley, 14 Democratic lawmakers wrote that attempts to "weaponize the IRS against President Trump's perceived enemies is against the law, an abuse of power, and a threat to the integrity of our democratic institutions."
Trump administration officials at the tax agency are pushing to alter internal processes that would expedite the ability to prosecute individuals and left-wing groups for alleged tax crimes, according to two people familiar with the situation who spoke on the condition of anonymity for fear of reprisals.
Shapley, a former IRS criminal investigator who is now part of the Trump administration's leadership team at the agency, is aiming to cut out career officials who vet potential cases, creating a direct line between political officials, line investigators and prosecutors without independent oversight in the process, the people said.
Bessent, who is also the acting IRS commissioner, said on a podcast this month that the administration had begun to assemble lists of individuals and groups to investigate after the killing of conservative political influencer Charlie Kirk.
The Wall Street Journal first reported the developments at the IRS.
"IRS-CI [criminal investigations] cannot be the president's political attack dog," wrote the lawmakers, led by Sen. Ron Wyden (Oregon), the top Democrat on the Finance Committee, and Sen. Elizabeth Warren (Massachusetts). "You must immediately end all attempts to politicize the agency, including attempts to use the agency to attack Americans with different political views."
Treasury and the IRS did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
The Washington Post reported in April that Shapley had told colleagues he expected to lead the IRS's criminal division. He then briefly served as IRS commissioner; the Trump administration replaced him after three days.
Shapley rose to prominence in 2023 when he told Congress that prosecutors slow-walked an inquiry into then-President Joe Biden's son for tax offenses. Hunter Biden was ultimately pardoned by his father for those and other charges.
Shapley's testimony, along with that of fellow IRS agent Joseph Ziegler, made him a celebrated figure on the right and endeared him to Trump's advisers. The president in his first term openly mused about using tax investigations to persecute his perceived political enemies.
The tax agency has faced extensive turmoil since Trump took office. It has gone through six leaders, and Trump recently tapped the head of the Social Security Administration, Frank Bisignano, to serve as "CEO" of the agency, a role that does not formally exist.
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Unearthed
Everything is protein, but protein isn't everything. Here's what to know.
We're being inundated with protein. There's more to the muscle mass and weight loss equation.

(Illustration by Cece Pascual/The Washington Post; iStock) 


By Tamar Haspel | 2025-10-23
First, they came for fat. Then carbs. But in a world of shifting  dietary villains, protein has won the macronutrient war of attrition.
And won it big. In an annual survey done by the International Food Information Council, a group funded primarily by the food industry, consumers this year reported that "good source of protein" was their top criterion for healthful food, edging out "fresh" and "low in sugar" for the first time.
Why? And does protein deserve its hero status?
Here, for your eating pleasure, is primer on the macronutrient that -- in a pleasant change -- nobody seems to hate.
Protein is absolutely necessary for human life. Fat and carbohydrates are our primary fuel, but protein literally builds us. Forty-two percent of our body weight (not counting water) is protein. It's our muscles, but also hair, skin and fingernails. (There's a great explanation of this in "Food Intelligence," a new book by scientist Kevin Hall and journalist Julia Belluz).
The key is nitrogen, which is essential to building amino acids, the constituent parts of proteins. Plants get nitrogen from soil, and we get it by eating plants or other animals that eat plants. Without it, we can't exist.
It's hard to know exactly how much protein we need, but we have a decent ballpark. How much protein should I eat? It's a simple question. But, like other nutrition questions that sound simple, it's hard to answer. And all the questions are hard for the same reason: Humans are difficult to study.
Scientists can tell you exactly how much protein rats need, because they can keep rats captive for their entire lives, feed different groups different amounts of protein, and see which ones survive. In human studies, that's frowned upon.
I asked Kevin Klatt, a nutrition researcher who's on the board of the American Journal of Clinical Nutrition, how we go about figuring out human protein requirements. "Nitrogen balance studies," he told me. Because we're turning over proteins all the time -- they get damaged or oxidized or used as fuel -- we need to take in enough nitrogen to rebuild what we lose.
Sounds straightforward, but it's hard to do. "You have to keep people locked up, you're sweeping the floor to get the skin cells, you're collecting pee and poop and hair," Klatt said.
Based on those studies, most recommendation bodies conclude that 0.8 grams of protein per kilogram of body weight is an adequate amount, although there's evidence that 1.2 grams per kilogram helps retain muscle mass in older people. (A different method, called the indicator amino acid oxidation method, which Klatt says is not universally agreed upon, comes up with slightly higher results for adults, and levels up to 2.1 grams per kilogram for athletes, but that's a deep dive for another day.)
For the average male in the United States, who weighs about 200 pounds, 0.8 grams per kilogram is 73 grams of protein, nearly 300 calories -- about 10 to 15 percent of caloric requirements. If you're trying to picture that in food, an egg has 6 grams of protein, a cup of cooked lentils has 18, and four ounces of sirloin steak has 25.
Higher levels of protein don't help with long-term weight loss. Eating more protein for weight loss is a popular idea, but it doesn't pan out in trials. While there might be a small advantage in the short term (a few months), it disappears in the long term.
Take any diet, and you'll find some people who make it work for them. And if it's working for you, mazel tov! Weight loss, and weight maintenance, are hard, and we should use any tool that helps. What you should not be doing is insisting that, because a specific diet works for you, it's the key to weight loss for everyone. It's not.
There are many, many studies -- so many that we even have many meta-analyses -- of how protein affects muscle mass. If you read through them, you find that most find a small benefit from increased protein intake when coupled with resistance training. But some find no effect at all. One meta-analysis from 2018 found that protein supplementation did increase muscle mass and strength, but only up to 1.62 grams per kilogram of body weight per day. A more recent study put the upper limit at 1.1 g/kg. Beyond that, you just pee it out.
The same is true of creatine, a compound composed of three amino acids, often sold as a supplement for bodybuilders. It can help with building muscle, but it needs to be consumed in conjunction with weight training.
"Doing the resistance training is 90 percent of the battle, if not 99 percent," Klatt told me. "And extra protein is a slight boost."
But, as with just about every nutrition issue, evidence is inconsistent. It depends on the population group (older people? women? athletes?), the level of protein the people are starting with, the kind of exercise they do, and the outcomes being measured. Not to mention the kind of protein they consume! Is it dietary or supplements? Is it from plants or animals? And the levels of total protein intake, including both supplement and dietary intake, are often not specified at all.
Very high protein levels may increase the risk of heart disease. There is some evidence that a diet high in protein can raise heart-disease risk, both in humans and animals. Although observational research generally doesn't find a link between high-protein diets and cardiovascular risk, few people in the wild reach the level that researchers are concerned about: 40 percent of calories from protein. (And, of course, the usual caveats about observational research still apply: Humans can't report their diets accurately, and people who eat a lot of protein are different from people who eat little in ways that have nothing to do with diet.)
Generally, animal protein is more readily available for use by your body than plant protein, and some studies have found it to be better for building muscle mass. My favorite study on protein source, though, comes from the beef industry, which pitted an omnivorous diet against a vegan one with the same amount of protein, and found no difference in muscle fiber protein synthesis after nine days of resistance training. Hey, if the beef industry says it doesn't matter, who's going to argue?
Wait, don't answer that.
Klatt points out that supplements are different. Once the protein is isolated, it's readily absorbed by the body, and even food processing that breaks down whole plants can make protein more bioavailable. "You'll absorb more protein from chickpea pasta than from whole chickpeas," he told me.
You're probably eating more than enough protein. As with all consumption statistics, it's difficult to get accurate numbers, but the best estimate we have of meat consumption (which is from the meat available in the U.S., rather than what's actually eaten) comes from the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, and has Americans averaging about a half-pound of meat per day (about 265 pounds, minus waste, which I'm estimating at 30 percent). And that doesn't count eggs, dairy or plant protein, so most of us are doing just fine.
But the most important thing to remember about protein is none of those things. It's that, beyond the necessary minimum, it doesn't matter very much. Lots of folks are trying to amp up protein's hero status, usually because they have a supplement, or a book, or a theory to sell. And they get traction, in part because they're giving people an excuse to eat more meat, a food most people enjoy. Don't fall for it.
Humans are astonishingly adaptable omnivores, and we can thrive on a wide range of diets, with a wide range of protein content. Pick the one you enjoy, that helps you accomplish your goals, and, most importantly, the one that you can stick with.
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Eat Voraciously
Braised celery is the star of this rich Persian stew
This vegetarian take on khoresht-e karafs comes from Yasmin Khan's book "Sabzi." 

Khoresht-e Karafs (Persian Celery Stew). (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


By Daniela Galarza | 2025-10-23
This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
It's hard to think of a vegetable more overlooked and underrated than celery. I'm reminded of this whenever the weather cools and I have the urge to make khoresht-e karafs. In Farsi, the name means, simply, "celery stew."
"There is so much brightness and aroma to be found in celery's elegant stalks," Yasmin Khan wrote in her newest cookbook, "Sabzi," a collection focused on vegetable-forward cooking. As a longtime fan of Khan's work, I was excited to see her pull from her Iranian and Pakistani heritage for many of the dishes in "Sabzi."
Get the recipe: Khoresht-e Karafs (Persian Celery Stew)
I loved how she suggests coconut oil as a finishing element for her mung dal. In July, when it was too hot to cook, I made her cooling yogurt and cucumber soup, a popular and beautiful summertime dish from northern Iran. Her eggplant and barberry kuku, another Iranian dish, combines the meatiness of eggplant and tartness of dried barberries. Like most of Khan's recipes, it's full of pleasure and brightness, but it's neither ostentatious nor laborious.
While flipping through the main-course chapter, I was immediately drawn to her variation of khoresht-e karafs. The Persian celery stew, dense with aromatics and herbs, typically features chunks of beef or lamb. Here, Khan omits the meat in favor of cranberry (also called borlotti or Roman) beans. It's a fantastic, inspired swap.
"My mom would make this quite often," Khan told me. "Mainly because, out of all the Persian stews, it's relatively quick to make. It doesn't take hours." Indeed, many of Iran's most famous stews take most of the day to cook. Though they're worth the effort, they're not something most of us have time for during the week. Stewing celery, unlikely as it may sound, results in a deeply satisfying dinner in less than an hour.
"I love the texture the celery has when it's cooked. It cooks down, but it retains some bite and also becomes really silky," Khan said, noting that, when she was developing recipes for her new book, she wanted to preserve that textural element.
I've made Khan's recipe with the specified cranberry beans, but also with chickpeas, as well as pinto, navy, cannellini and kidney beans. They all work wonderfully, but the cranberry beans keep their shape quite well as the stew simmers, and their flavor -- nutty, slightly sweet -- is a fine match for celery's verdant savoriness. This may surprise Iranian readers, but I've come to believe that Khan's bean-based karafs is better than the original.
It's not only easier and somewhat quicker -- the recipe calls for canned beans, so you only need to simmer it until the celery is soft and silky -- but it's also somehow just as rich. This is probably due to the finishing elements that Khan's recipe prescribes: olive oil and lime juice. "My mom taught me that vegetable dishes like stews need a little extra fat," Khan said. "She always taught me to add a touch of butter or oil at the end. You don't have to be shy with adding fat to beans and pulses. They benefit from it. The olive oil here doesn't cook out or get absorbed by the other ingredients. It keeps its vibrancy."

Chopping the herbs. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


The most labor-intensive part of this recipe is chopping all of the herbs. It's two fairly big bunches, one mint and one parsley, and I wouldn't skimp on either. Khan says you can use a food processor if you prefer, but if you don't mind chopping, just put on a good album and set aside an extra few minutes to get it done. You'll be rewarded with a pot that's deep golden green with a flavor both refreshing and grounding.
This recipe makes enough to serve six people, and although you can freeze the leftovers, Khan suggests they'd be good the next day over a roasted potato or thinned with more broth into a soup. I pureed mine into a dip, which was just right with pita chips -- especially with an extra drizzle of olive oil on top.
Get the recipe: Khoresht-e Karafs (Persian Celery Stew)
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Advice
Ask Sahaj: We both cheated. Now what?
After they both cheated, a letter writer is confused about where their relationship stands and what their partner wants.

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2025-10-23
Sahaj Kaur Kohli is off this week. The following first appeared Oct. 20, 2022.
Dear Sahaj: Roughly seven months ago, my relationship hit a significant rough patch. There was cheating from both parties, and since then we have been working on things and it's been going fairly smoothly. However, she's been pushing me away recently, and she's been very hot and cold. She went through my phone and read private conversations with friends I had during our rough patch, when I was on the fence with what to do with our relationship. I understand that some of what she read upset her.
She said she doesn't see our relationship as a priority anymore and is focusing solely on herself. I support her wanting to focus on herself and grow, and I'm trying to find a way to understand and be empathetic toward her. I love her, but I don't understand where she's at with everything at times. She says she loves me and she's happy she's with me, but her behavior doesn't feel like it. What can I do?
-- Ruptured Relationship
Ruptured Relationship: I don't know what you two have done to repair the trust that is broken from your mutual infidelity, nor do I have information about the history of your relationship. Cheating changes the level of intimacy between two people, and takes a toll on self-esteem and mental health.
Cheating can sometimes be a product of built-up resentment that needs to be surfaced, acknowledged and addressed to facilitate healing. More than that, the impact cheating has doesn't get canceled out when both people in a relationship do it. If anything, it further complicates the issues that need to be confronted to minimize resentment and repair what's broken.
Most importantly, you will need to take some time to figure things out for yourself. It's not clear what you want from your question. You mention that you want to understand where your partner stands, and yes, you love her, but you don't say how you want things to work out. What, if anything, has changed for you since the rough patch and infidelity seven months ago? I suggest you reflect on how willing you are to heal the hurt and betrayal that is lingering in your relationship, or if you are just hoping to avoid conflict and keep the peace.
Your partner told you you're no longer a priority. This may be because she feels the need to protect herself from getting hurt by you again, or maybe she's trying to move on altogether. She also looked through your phone, so it's clear she still doesn't trust you and is navigating her own pain. You both need clarity on what you want and need from this relationship, now.
The relationship will need to feel different for you both to truly move forward together, so I encourage you to try to explicitly address the following with your partner: What does safety and trust look like to each of you? How do you know you have forgiven each other, and how will you know you have been forgiven by the other?
To truly repair what was broken, there needs to be a mutual understanding and accountability for why things fell apart in the first place, how things will actually be different and both of your roles in contributing to the emotional disconnection that led to infidelity. This will require your partner to also be invested in working through these issues with you; regardless of how much you want things to work out, you won't be able to fix it alone.
You'll have to give room and time for mutual healing to occur, while understanding that you both may not be affected by the infidelity in the same way. If there's a desire from both parties to move forward and you still feel stuck, couples counseling is always an option.
Remember that two things can be true at the same time. You can each feel hurt, and you shouldn't be continuing to hurt or punish each other. You can each feel guilty, and you each need standards for what you'll accept or need in the relationship. You can both be sorry and want to fix things, and you'll need time and honesty to truly repair what was ruptured.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/advice/2025/10/23/ask-sahaj-cheating-relationship-confusing/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The Optimist
Man, 93, reunites with lost dog after rescuers lure her with his socks
"She wanted to get back to him; she just didn't know how," rescue volunteer Jennifer Justice said. 

Norm Feigenbaum reunites with Sunny, who was missing for 12 days. (Dog Days Search and Rescue)


By Sydney Page | 2025-10-23
When Norm Feigenbaum, 93, arrived at his Los Angeles home after a quick shopping trip, his yellow lab, Sunny, didn't come to the door as she always did.
The house felt unusually quiet. Feigenbaum called Sunny's name and searched every room and corner of the yard for his 7-year-old rescue dog.
"She was gone," Feigenbaum said.
His heart sank. Sunny came into Feigenbaum's life four years earlier, after he adopted her from a local shelter.

Feigenbaum adopted Sunny from a shelter after her previous owner died. (Norm Feigenbaum)


"I live in a big house all by myself, and I just wanted to have a beating heart in this building," said Feigenbaum, who lost his wife in 2016. "She is nothing but love and sweetness."
Sunny's previous owner had died, and she was withdrawn when Feigenbaum first brought her home.
"This dog suffers from separation anxiety, probably because of the loss of her first owner," Feigenbaum said.
Feigenbaum believes Sunny scaled a six-foot wall in his backyard that afternoon on Oct. 4, trying to accompany him to the grocery store. Sunny has a doggy door that allows her to go into the backyard on her own.

Feigenbaum says Sunny has separation anxiety and probably escaped because of that. (Norm Feigenbaum)


"She is always following me around," he said, noting that Sunny had never tried to escape the home before. "She's my best pal. She's an amazing doggy."
In a panic, Feigenbaum contacted Dog Days Search and Rescue to help him track down his dog.
"He was very distraught and did not know what to do," said Jennifer Justice, a volunteer with the nonprofit that helps reunite lost animals with their owners.

Volunteers posted fliers around the neighborhood, and Feigenbaum passed them out with his son. (Dog Days Search and Rescue)


Volunteers met with Feigenbaum, and they started putting up posters. Feigenbaum drove around on his scooter and handed out fliers to passersby.
The day Sunny went missing, someone spotted her on the same route Feigenbaum took to the grocery store. Although volunteers scoured the area for days, they couldn't find her. A week went by with no sign of Sunny.
"It was distressing to everybody," Justice said, adding that they contacted local media to get the word out.

Feigenbaum loves to cuddle with Sunny. (Norm Feigenbaum)


Then came a breakthrough. A homeowner whose house overlooks a large nature preserve about half a mile north of Feigenbaum's house saw a yellow lab wandering there. The homeowner had seen one of the posters and called Dog Days Search and Rescue.
"That was what we needed," Justice said.
Rescuers were puzzled as to how Sunny got into the Chatsworth Nature Preserve.
"It's all gated," Justice said. "However, the coyotes have made several holes along the fence line. Crews go in there and do some work, and I think that's how she actually got in."
While rescuers were relieved to know Sunny was probably somewhere in the 1,325-acre open-space preserve, they were worried for her safety.
"It doesn't have any water in it," Justice said. "At that point, it had not rained here for months. It was very concerning as to how she was surviving."
Rescuers also had a hard time accessing the private property. After the homeowner reported that Sunny was inside the preserve, workers briefly allowed them in -- but they could not find her.

Feigenbaum said he was heartbroken without Sunny. (Norm Feigenbaum)


The rescue team set up cameras and traps along the fence line in hopes that Sunny might sneak out through one of the coyote holes. They baited the traps with food and Feigenbaum's unwashed socks to lure Sunny in with a familiar scent. Overnight, they spotted Sunny on the cameras sniffing the socks -- but she didn't exit the preserve.
"She wanted to get back to him; she just didn't know how," Justice said.
In the days that followed, rescuers camped out in their cars, often for 12 hours a day, Justice said, and Feigenbaum sat outside the fence, calling out to Sunny.
"We got zero sleep," Justice said, adding that she and the other rescuers all live at least 30 minutes from the preserve.
Rescuers wanted to set up traps inside the preserve, but they struggled to get access.
"It was very frustrating," Justice said. "Everyone we called kept saying, 'I'm not the right person.'"
Between the coyotes and lack of food and water, "there is no doubt that she was on borrowed time," Justice said.
Finally, Justice and other volunteers got through to someone who provided them with access to the preserve, and they were able to go in and set up traps -- 12 days after Sunny went missing.
They filled the traps with food they knew Sunny couldn't resist: homemade meatballs, kielbasa and rotisserie chicken.

Sunny after she was humanely trapped. (Dog Days Search and Rescue)


"Within a few hours, we got her," Justice said. "She was scared. She didn't know who we were, and there was a lot of fussing going on."
Sunny quickly started falling asleep, and Justice said she also looked skinny.
"They don't go to sleep when they're out; they're on alert all the time. They have to be for their survival," Justice said. "She knew she was safe."
Rescuers called Feigenbaum to tell him the news, and they drove straight to his house with Sunny.
"I was so excited and relieved," Feigenbaum said. "My baby was coming back to me."

Jennifer Justice, in the hat, called Feigenbaum right away to let him know the good news. (Dog Days Search and Rescue)


As soon as Sunny saw Feigenbaum, her tail began wagging at full tilt, Justice said.
"She had a huge smile on her face," she said. "It was very obvious that he was her person, and he was so incredibly happy to get his dog back."
Feigenbaum said he was overwhelmed with joy.
"She's amazing," he said.

Feigenbaum and Sunny were so happy to see each other. (Dog Days Search and Rescue)


Feigenbaum said he's blown away by the rescue team's effort and the community support.
"I was absolutely staggered and still am," he said. "The response has been incredible, and I'm very grateful."
Justice took Sunny to the vet, where she was treated for a few cuts and a small wound. She also got a bath.

Sunny lost weight and got a few abrasions while she was missing. (Dog Days Search and Rescue)


"She is back to her old self," Feigenbaum said. "She won't leave my side."
To prevent another escape, the rescuers installed a temporary gate to ensure Sunny can't hop over the wall again. They are asking for volunteers to assist with a more permanent solution and to help clean up Feigenbaum's overgrown yard.
Feigenbaum said he's elated to have his best friend back.
"Without her, there's nothing," he said.
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Home & Garden
The people ready to clean your home's spiritual energy
If something in your home is feeling off, home cleansers may be able to help.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Katty Huertas/The Washington Post)


By Rachel Kurzius | 2025-10-23

(Illustration by Katty Huertas/The Washington Post)


Your dog won't stop barking. Your cat refuses to go into the basement. You're hearing odd noises. You toss and turn, restless, all night. Your things aren't where you left them.
Or maybe you can't even point to specific evidence, but something in your home just feels ... off. Stuck. Heavy.
This is when a home cleanser steps in.
"I like to think of it as a spiritual spring cleaning," says Ariel Willow, a spiritual practitioner in Upstate New York. "We all have the times in our lives where you notice that there's a lot of dust in your house or your family's been sick and the air in the house just feels gross, you know? And that's kind of how it feels energetically when you're in a space that isn't cleansed."
The practice can sound a little, well, woo-woo to skeptics, and it often gets overly dramatized as a battle against evil spirits in Hollywood portrayals. But some versions of its tenets exist in many religions and spiritual practices. For cleansers, the relieved responses from their clients serve as affirmation that the process makes a difference.
"People share: 'Oh, my friends come over, my family comes over, and they tell me how good energy I have in my space,'" says Etecia Burrell, founder of LetThemFlourish in Oakland, California, and a priest in the Lucumi spiritual tradition. "Hearing that feedback is affirming every time, even though I've been doing it for years."
The conversation doesn't always start that way. The demonic depictions in films such as "Poltergeist" are misleading and might even cause anxiety about connecting with spirits, Burrell says.
"Sometimes, people are in a panic when they call me, like it's an emergency," she says. "First I try to help them understand in my tradition how we see spirits, how we see the universe, and especially our connection with our ancestors. ... Indigenous cultures really see the natural world and unseen world as being interconnected."
Home cleansing isn't about ridding the home of a spirit but instead "making sure that a person has peace in their space and peace in your home. And sometimes, it's about appeasing the spirit; sometimes, it is about requesting that the spirit make themselves be known," Burrell says. "Sometimes, spirits will also help people to understand I'm here intervening in your life to protect you, to support you, to make sure that you're safe."
Or the problem may not even be a spirit. "A lot of the time, it's the actual people that live there," says Vida Valdes, a spiritual adviser based in New Jersey. She'll tell them: "'You keep fighting over the same scenario over and over and over again in this room,' and they look at me like, 'Oh.' Like, what, you didn't think I was going to pick that up?"
That most commonly happens when the people have lived in a home more than six months, she says, and they've had time to bring their own energy and patterns to the space. In a space with newer residents, it may be more likely that the home or land's previous history is at play.
That's why clients sometimes hire practitioners to go to a space before move-in day to cleanse it and maintain "good spiritual hygiene," Burrell says. In some cases, they're even hired by real estate agents to provide a needed jolt for a home on the market.
Occasionally, cleansers get called in for problems they can't solve. "It's not always spiritual," says Michele Rios, a medium in Northern Virginia and a Santeria priestess. "I'll sometimes tell people, 'Why don't you go to the doctor?'"
But if it does fall in their wheelhouse, once cleansers figure out the source of the problem, it's time to deal with the situation at hand. What that looks like varies depending on your cleanser and their spiritual background, as well as your space and preferences.
"You're always going to start off with a technique that someone else uses and then just adapt it from there to be something that feels like it better fits with your practice," Willow says. "There's just something very powerful about it, intuitively following your gut."
There are some commonalities, though. For starters, the cleanser will walk through the space to get a sense of what might be causing the stagnant energy.
Rios's intuition tends to kick in quickly. At a cleansing in Fredericksburg, Virginia, a few years ago, she turned to her client and asked if someone had died there. "And she said, 'Oh, my God, I never told you. My husband shot himself,'" Rios recalls. "'Cause it's from the moment I walked in, you can feel the sadness in a home. You can feel it."
Many cleansing traditions include something smoky: Indigenous Americans smudging with sage, for example, or mugwort and other herbs burned at Celtic Samhain.
Willow warns that merely lighting sage, rosemary, Palo Santo or another plant in your home, without putting intention behind it, might not actually do much for you. "If you're using techniques that feel right for you and feel comfortable and that you feel confident in, that's gonna have such a more lasting and impactful effect," she says.
I visited Rios earlier this month at Botanica Santa Barbara Chango in Alexandria, Virginia, for an incense and resin cleansing demonstration. She lit a puck of charcoal until it sparkled with heat, then placed it inside a small cauldron with wire handles. She added her incense mixture of myrrh, copal, sage and three kings -- a mineral-filled potpourri with an earthy, floral aroma. The mix isn't that different from what the Catholic Church uses, "but I give it a little more flavor here," she says.
She swung the cauldron (not too hard, she cautioned, or the mixture would fall out) toward all four corners of each room, a trail of heady smoke following.
Not a fan of smoke? There are other things cleansers can use. Valdes varies the elements based on her clients' preferences. "Some people don't like smoke like sage or pine or juniper or cedar," she says. In those instances, "I use the water element. I got holy water from the church. I got Florida water. I got different aromatic waters, like orange scented, like anything uplifting and bright, like lemon water, anything that can help clear the space. And I was throwing that around the room and I would say prayers."
Sound is another option. Peg Driscoll, an energy practitioner and Reiki master in Suwanee, Georgia, uses chants, mantras, sound bowls and chimes.
Actual cleaning is also part of cleansing. "If I'm already getting my hands dirty, I might as well get in there spiritually, too," Willow says.
Burrell makes floor washes, counter wipes and other items, which she sells at the Sanctuary, a botanica, or religious supply store, in Oakland. (In addition to being easier to clean, hardwood and other floors that can be mopped are easier to cleanse. For people with carpet, Burrell has a special powder people can use and then vacuum up.)
And sometimes, Burrell finds that the best solution might involve changing the home's decor or layout: "I'm looking at colors; I'm looking at plants, I'm looking at the placement of the furniture, looking at which rooms should be used for what purpose and function."
For Driscoll, it's intuitive that cleaning and cleansing go hand in hand. "When we do a deep cleaning and we remove clutter, oh God, it's just like, we can breathe and we can just feel like there's space, so that space can produce more beautiful energy," she says. That's why she recommends clients clean and declutter first, "even if it's just one pile," and remove any cobwebs, dust or broken items.
While Driscoll does this, she recites a cleansing prayer. The prayer is similar to the Catholic house blessing, the Jewish Birkat haBayit and others in the Abrahamic tradition: "My house is my temple of love and light. May God, source universe divine, bless this house, making it sacred and safe. May all who enter my house bring only joy, love, laughter and peace. And so it is."
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Advice
Carolyn Hax: He'd be a great dad. Is it wrong to marry him just for that?
Letter writer under fertility pressure has a boyfriend who's great with kids but seems like a "mediocre husband."

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax | 2025-10-23
Dear Carolyn: I definitely want kids and am at the age where it needs to happen relatively soon. My boyfriend also wants kids. He also is great with kids; his sister has two, and he's a world-class uncle. He also has an excellent career and would be a very good provider. He'd be a great dad.
My problem? I've come to realize that I just like him, I don't actually love him. I'm not even sure if I can explain why. It's like he's a comfortable outfit I'd put on to lounge around but would never wear to go out.
He has broached the topic of marriage, and honestly, my first thought is "No way." And then I remember what a huge part I want co-parenting to be in my someday marriage and I wonder why I'm not saying "Hell, yes" to him.
Would it be wrong to plan my future with someone I think will be a great dad but a mediocre husband?
-- Mediocre Wife
Mediocre Wife: You didn't sign your letter, so I did it for you. Like it?
If you don't, then you have no business even thinking what you're thinking with this guy. (I feel weird even typing "your boyfriend.")
If you're okay with it in a "Ha, fair" kind of way, then are you ready to be just as blunt, open and self-deprecating with your boyfriend in a conversation about your possible future?
The more I think about it, the more the choice seems that weirdly stark:
If you're talking about a bloodless calculation to make a guy your unwitting sperm donor and chip-and-dip husband, then that's such an absolute obvious "no" that I want the life-minutes back that it took me to type it. Especially since your boyfriend sounds like a pretty tremendously great guy, not that it matters in this context; you don't do this to a bad one, either. You just don't use people, period.
But if you're talking about the possibility that you've been thinking about your boyfriend all wrong, then maybe there's something there.
Because sometimes, yes, what we think we want doesn't square with what actually makes us happy. (See: divorce rate.) So while sizing someone up for their ability to father our children for us and pay their tuitions while ... hmm, maybe traveling extensively on business? is still not defensible, there is a lot to be said for interrogating our notions of "love."
Specifically, whether the one we have in mind for the wedding has any chance of surviving contact with marriage -- two very different things.
I'm going to interrupt this line of reasoning to note the last thing I want to do is lobby for a loveless marriage. If he's not the guy, then he's not the guy, and he's not the father, either. Or the boyfriend.
But: Notwithstanding the "very good provider" thing, which is mercenary, look at all the other pro-baby-daddy qualities you fired off. He's "great with kids," "world-class uncle," "a comfortable outfit I'd put on to lounge around." I take your word for it that you "don't actually love him," yet those are still loving -- in-an-affectionate-and-admiring-way words.
Even, so help me, "has broached the topic of marriage" is significant, because decisiveness about wanting you and a family with you is nontrivial when it comes to happiness with someone.
Romance, obviously, is significant. But once the newness burns off, it can take a good pair of readers to tell settled romance and comfort apart.
So here's all I feel I can say. If your "Hell, yes" instinct is a flicker of recognition the "comfortable outfit" is love, just not the kind you thought you wanted, then I encourage you, from the bottom of my fleecy slippers, to give that idea a chance. Sound it out with safe people. A therapist, even. Never talk yourself into someone, or forget that you marry a mate, not (just) a co-parent -- but, well, "the one you put on to lounge around" sounds to me like a brilliant definition of spouse.
If instead the "Hell, yes" is just feeling the slip of your chance to have kids, then I don't see how you can justify doing that to this loving and decent man -- or even staying with him when you know your heart isn't there.
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Advice
Miss Manners: I don't want my grandkids calling my ex's partner 'Nonna'
She doesn't want to share being a grandmother with her ex-husband's longtime girlfriend.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2025-10-23
Dear Miss Manners: My ex-husband and I have been divorced for over 20 years. We see each other at family functions and are very cordial and polite with each other, as is his girlfriend, who also attends these events.
Neither of us has remarried. He has been in a relationship with this female for many years, but they don't live together.
When our sons had their first babies, my ex wanted the family to refer to his girlfriend as Nonna ("grandmother"). Our sons immediately shut that idea down, stating that their children already have a grandmother, and that they would refer to the girlfriend by her first name. This was out of respect for me, and also to avoid confusing the children.
But recently, while visiting one of my sons, my daughter-in-law and I were having a conversation about my 9-year-old grandson. She was relaying something that my grandson had said about his grandfather's girlfriend, and referred to her as "Nonna."
Immediately, I asked, "Is he referring to her as Nonna now?" He never had before, nor had anyone else in the family. She replied, "Yes."
I immediately said that I was not comfortable with that, and that it really bothered me. The girlfriend can be the substitute Nonna after I die (which I'm not planning on doing anytime soon).
Am I wrong in feeling that my grandchildren already have a grandmother, and that the title should not be shared with their grandfather's girlfriend?
How you feel about it is not Miss Manners' department. Nor is basic biology, though she cannot help noticing that even if you were not divorced, your grandchildren would have had to grapple with the "confusion" of having two grandmothers, assuming their mothers' mothers were still alive.
Etiquette can comment on some of the terms being used (or misused). Your ex-husband and his girlfriend are outside of normal usage in applying "grandmother" to a nonresident nonrelative -- just as you are outside of normal usage in applying "cordial" to a relationship with someone you refer to as "this female."
Had your ex remarried, his then-wife could have claim to the title of grandmother. But even without that, you have no right to dictate what the grandchildren call anyone other than yourself.
Dear Miss Manners: I am a typical middle child in that I'm always trying to help everyone in the family and keep them happy. I take on most of my parents' care because my sisters have families at home, and I'm single with grown children. I work 60 hours a week, I'm the safe venting place for my children, and my significant other wants time, too, obviously.
This is too busy on its own, but I also have a serious mental illness (bipolar). I manage it well and am very high-functioning. But how do I tell people they're overwhelming me when each person's need is relatively small on its own?
Handle the smaller requests by protecting your time, rather than rebuffing them individually. So, for example, you may not wish to answer nonemergency calls or texts after dinner.
Miss Manners realizes this refusal to reply instantly will strike some denizens of the modern world as sacrilegious, but never fear: They will eventually discover the method for themselves and write books about how they were the first to suggest it.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Advice
Asking Eric: I gave my niece $3,500 as a wedding gift. She never thanked me.
Not only has the letter writer's niece pulled away since getting married, she also never thanked him his generous wedding gift.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2025-10-23
Dear Eric: My 35-year-old niece married a 45-year-old man with two teenage kids in a small ceremony. I have always been close with her. My sister and my niece have had a somewhat up-and-down relationship. They are each strong-willed.
But over the past 18 months since my niece met her now-husband, she has pretty much turned her back on her family who have always been there for her. While my relationship with my niece has always been great, lately it has just been okay. There is an underlying tension within the family that she is creating.
She is not an easy person to discuss things with. For a wedding gift I gave them a check for $3,500. I still have yet to receive a written thank-you note. To my knowledge, none of the other 50 or so wedding guests have received thank-you notes, either.
I know they are busy, but between the two of them, they should be able to take a couple of hours to send out this small number of thank you cards if they truly appreciate their friends and family.
I am not a person who gets his feelings hurt easily. If I do not receive a note from them before Christmas, would I be wrong to not give them any Christmas gifts this year? I hate to make the situation worse, but I also don't want to be made to feel like a fool going forward.
-- A Hurt Uncle
Uncle: Here's my quarterly exhortation to the universe: thank-you notes are not a lost art. Send a note, a text, a card -- something. Even if it's later than you wanted it to be. Communication! It matters to people.
Now, that said, I think you have two courses of action with regard to your niece. First, try to find a way to talk about the state of your relationship. "I love you and I care about you. I feel we've grown distant in the following ways. Give one or two examples. I'd like to be closer again, if that's something you want. Make one or two suggestions."
Your objective is clearer communication with your niece, something that, when achieved, can make questions about the family distance or the thank-you notes easier to answer.
The second course of action: send a Christmas card in lieu of a gift. Sometimes we use gifts to express our love and appreciation. And they can be great at doing so. But in a situation where a few wires seem to be getting crossed, it's best to save yourself more frustration and find a simpler, more cost-effective way of sending your love.
Dear Eric: I'm a big fan of your column and really enjoy hearing your responses to readers. (Here it comes, though.) I do feel that you missed something with "Grandma On Hold," who was frustrated that her son and daughter-in-law let their children interrupt adult conversations. When children visit someone's house, it's a really good time to instill that they need to be polite and respect the rules of others. When you're at home it's totally different and you can expect to be much more relaxed, but when going to Grandma's, or a restaurant, or the grocery store, it's a great time to reel it in and practice our social skills.
Our mother would give us a brief talk on the way to our destination about manners and my brother and I found it to be valuable, because we learned social skills that made people like us and want to invite us back.
I think you underscored Grandma's feeling of being undervalued by telling her to sit back and allow the kids to interrupt. Thank you for your time.
-- Manners Matter
Manners: Many readers agreed with you. And I do, too (for the most part). I was raised not to interrupt adults, and I think it's served me very well in life. If the letter had come from the son and daughter-in-law, my response would have been different. But often with these questions I think a lot about what power, if any, we have to compel others to change.
The letter writer had expressed her displeasure to her son about their parenting in this regard, but the son didn't change. How do we make peace with other people's decisions even when we disagree with them? Sometimes we have to choose our battles.
No grandparent wants their grandchildren to grow up to be rude. But this phase -- of parenting and of childhood -- is not forever. I could write that the son and daughter-in-law were doing it wrong, but that doesn't mean anything will change. The letter writer may find she gets better results from continuing to set a good example and holding her grandchildren to a more polite standard.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Food
Cooking chat: How can I make frozen vegetables taste better?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.

(Laura Chase de Formigny for The Washington Post/food styling by Marie Ostrosky for The Washington Post)


By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2025-10-23
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Looking for more? Read on below:
	TK STORY
	TK STORY
	TK STORY

Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which G. Daniela Galarza shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Movies
'If I Had Legs I'd Kick You' is the feel-bad movie of the year
Director Mary Bronstein and star Rose Byrne trap their audience in a tormented mother's mind. It's spectacularly exhausting.

Rose Byrne plays the beleaguered mother Linda in "If I Had Legs I'd Kick You." (Logan White/A24)


By Sonia Rao | 2025-10-23
Linda needs a moment alone. But she knows this is a nearly impossible request, as her only breaks from solo parenting a sick child who must be monitored at all times are work and therapy. The latter option will have to do. She lies down on her therapist's couch without saying a word, relishing the silence. Then he tries to ask her questions, and she snaps: Doesn't he understand that this is the only time she has to herself?
These therapy sessions, while combative, are as much of a reprieve for Linda as they are for the audience of "If I Had Legs I'd Kick You," an exhausting psychological dramedy about a beleaguered mother (Rose Byrne, in perhaps the most stunning performance of her career) struggling to balance all her responsibilities. Her unnamed daughter (Delaney Quinn) suffers from a mysterious illness, maybe an eating disorder, and can't be unhooked from beeping machines until she gets her weight up. Linda's husband, Charles (Christian Slater), is busy captaining a faraway cruise ship but still finds time to criticize her parenting skills over the phone. Oh, and it turns out Linda also works as a therapist, right down the hall from her own! But Linda is far more negligent than her shrink (Conan O'Brien), too tired to notice alarm bells going off whenever one of her clients, a new mom (Danielle Macdonald), speaks of her paranoid anxieties.
On top of it all, a water leak creates a gaping hole in Linda's apartment ceiling, meaning she and her kid have to live out of a dingy Montauk motel for weeks until it gets fixed. Tired yet?
Written and artfully directed by Mary Bronstein ("Yeast"), "If I Had Legs" has been described as "Uncut Gems" for mothers, given its overwhelming chaos and Linda's tendency to make the most maddening choice possible in any situation. The new film was also produced by Ronald Bronstein (the director's husband) and Josh Safdie, both of whom co-wrote "Uncut Gems." The comparison is helpful shorthand but undermines the distinctly feminine perspective Bronstein offers of a woman tormented by her own life. Inspired by personal experiences, the filmmaker traps viewers in Linda's turbulent mind -- terrain that may feel terrifying to some viewers, and familiar to anyone whose head reflexively swivels when a kid shouts, "Mom!"
It's a bold, claustrophobic movie that wouldn't work without Byrne. While best known for her purely comedic roles, including the one-upping socialite Helen in the 2011 hit "Bridesmaids," the actress delivers a gut-wrenching performance as Linda. She conveys the character's misery with great conviction, her voice straining as she explains her relentless challenges to skeptical audiences (usually male). But she also finds a way to be funny, employing her sharp comedic timing to convey Linda's sardonic humor.

Conan O'Brien, left, and Byrne. (A24)


Byrne finds a worthy screen partner in O'Brien, who ditches his usual warmth to play Linda's impenetrable therapist. The comedian surprises in this dramatic role, countering Byrne's frenetic energy with a level of restraint her character interprets as a minimization of her struggles. Linda finds solace in friendly motel employee James (A$AP Rocky, fresh off Spike Lee's "Highest 2 Lowest") until lashing out at him, too.
Bronstein favors tight frames, often keeping her camera uncomfortably close to Byrne's face. Viewers can almost feel Linda's jaw tighten at each of her daughter's outbursts. The girl isn't shown until the final scene of the film, a stylistic choice that clarifies her focus: This isn't about the terrors of raising this specific child, but about the unbearable responsibilities of motherhood as a whole. Bronstein watches Linda's face contort as her child insists on adopting a hamster. When Linda finally relents and the pet gets run over by a car, we don't see a crying child. We see a relieved mom.
Much of the action takes place under harsh motel lighting, courtesy of cinematographer Christopher Messina (who worked on 2017's "Good Time," another Safdie brothers film). When Linda doesn't appear in this fluorescent light with a bottle of wine in hand, she is shrouded in darkness. She often visits her apartment to gaze at the gaping hole in her ceiling; Filipe Messeder and Ruy Garcia's striking sound design supplies ambient hums and rhythmic thuds that capture the dread lurking in the recesses of her mind.
If it isn't clear by now, "If I Had Legs" is the feel-bad movie of the year. It follows other films such as Marielle Heller's "Nightbitch" and Maggie Gyllenhaal's "The Lost Daughter" in presenting an unflinching look at embittered mothers but dials the visceral distress up to 11. A good chunk of people who see this in theaters will walk out feeling absolutely terrible, the natural effect of coming to understand what this fictional woman and so many real ones experience on a day-to-day basis.
Linda's characterization could have gone deeper. Why is it that she makes so many terrible decisions? Is it only because of her circumstances or something innate? Has her marriage always been this imbalanced, or is it a temporary dynamic? These questions remain frustratingly unanswered.
At the same time, the lack of explanation allows for projection. Many mothers might find their viewing cathartic. Bronstein doesn't seem to be aiming for lofty social commentary so much as a vivid experience. Misery loves company, so here's your invitation.
R. At area theaters. Contains language, some drug use and bloody images. 113 minutes.
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Arts & Entertainment
The 32 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
This week brings a deluge of fall festivals and Halloween events, plus Howard University's 101st Homecoming.

(Allison Robbert/For The Washington Post)


By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Taylor Swinton | 2025-10-23
Halloween may be more than a week away, but there are plenty of early chances to get in the ghoulish spirit. Bring your little ghosts and goblins to trick-or-treating  at Mount Vernon or the National Harbor, dancing at a daytime party on top of Union Market, or -- for the furry companions -- to a pet costume contests. Bipedal adults might prefer a witch-themed party at the Black Cat, Halloween movies on big screens at DC9 and AFI, a class at a Capitol Hill bar that pairs wine and Halloween candy, or the annual 17th Street High Heel Race, where drag queens sprint past Dupont Circle's LGBTQ+ bars in stilettos. This weekend isn't just Halloweekend Lite. It's also Howard University's 101st Homecoming, which brings concerts on the quad, a parade down Georgia Avenue and, of course, a football game against the Morgan State University Bears on Saturday at 3:30 p.m.
Coven: A Halloween Dance Party at Black Cat
Get a Halloween flash tattoo, watch pole dancing performers, snap photos in a themed booth or browse botanic art at this ode to all things witchcraft. Vendors sell nail art, spooky jewelry and snacks; event organizer Skye Miranda reads tarot cards; local artist August Lee creates a live painting. Witch hats are encouraged. 7:30 p.m. $18. 
Spooky Movie Night at DC9
The Ninth Street venue is showing a seasonal doubleheader -- "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow," followed by "A Nightmare on Elm Street." Grab an Oktoberfest beer or a pumpkin cider and settle in. 6:30 p.m. Free.
Yardfest at Howard University
Yardfest, the nonfootball centerpiece of the university's homecoming weekend, features performances from artists and entertainers. It has a storied history -- past years have seen appearances by  Jay-Z, Drake, Ludacris, Lil Uzi Vert and the Notorious B.I.G. The concert is hosted on the campus quad, but community members are welcome. A tip: the lineup traditionally leaks on social media Friday morning. Noon. Free.
'Halloween on Screen' at AFI Silver Theatre
Do you like scary movies? AFI Silver is giving audiences plenty of reason to scream in the run-up to Halloween. Highlights include Saturday's 7 p.m. screening of "Tremors" hosted by Count Gore De Vol, famed for the late-night "Creature Feature" series; "The Rocky Horror Picture Show" with a shadow cast performance; two collections of "Spooky Looney Tunes Shorts"; and the 30th anniversary presentation of "Tales From the Hood." Through Oct. 31. $8-$15.
Halloween Cover Show at Haydee's
Four local groups cover four big-name bands -- Black Sabbath, Jawbreaker, the Cranberries and the Replacements -- at Haydee's uptown location in a Halloween-themed show to benefit Migrant Solidarity Mutual Aid Network.  7 p.m. $15.
Trick-or-treating at Frying Pan Park
The farm animals at Herndon's charming Frying Pan Farm Park are getting in on the Halloween spirit with a trick-or-treating party that extends over two days. Little ones are sure to love dressing up in costumes and visiting with pigs, peacocks and other livestock, as well as working on a craft, playing games and touring Frying Pan Farm Park's decorated farmhouse. The program runs one hour, with multiple time slots available, though some are already sold out. Friday from 6 to 8 p.m.; Saturday from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. $12 for ages 2 and older.
Friday Night Lights: Howard Homecoming Edition
More than 1,400 people have registered for this kickoff to evening festivities for homecoming weekend. It will spread  across four levels and 11 hours. Wear your homecoming best, as long as you can dance in it. Happy hour from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.; party from 9 p.m. to 3 a.m. Free before 10 p.m.; $34 after 10 p.m.
Howard University's Homecoming Community Parade
Marching bands, dance troupes, show cars, floats, celebrity guests and Howard's newly coronated royal court all feature in the annual parade, which brings together current students, alumni and community members on Georgia Avenue. Check the event website for the  full route. 9:30 a.m. Free.
D.C. Brewers Guild Real Ale Festival at the Bridge District
After the festival's lively debut last year, at least a dozen local breweries are joining forces this year to celebrate real ale, a traditional beer style usually found in British pubs, which is naturally carbonated and served without extraneous carbon dioxide. Each brewery -- including Port City, Henceforth, Franklins, Red Bear, Crooked Run and Soul Mega -- is pouring a special beer brewed for the event, and tickets include unlimited tastings. Once you've found a favorite, cast a vote for the people's choice award. Beyond sampling, there's beer-related crafting, beer trivia, live music, games and food trucks.  The party has moved to the Bridge District, at the foot of the Frederick Douglass Memorial Bridge, where Atlas Brew Works will open a  brewery and taproom this fall. 1 to 5 p.m. $40.
Trick-or-Treating at Mount Vernon
Combine Halloween festivities with a trip back in time at Mount Vernon, where kids can collect candy from costumed interpreters at George Washington's mansion. Enjoy 18th-century entertainment and activities for the whole family, like an apple-butter-making demonstration, a take-home sheep puppet craft kit and musical storytelling on the Bowling Green. 2 to 5 p.m. $25 for kids age 11 and younger collecting candy, and $30 for everyone age 12 and older collecting candy.
FamFest at Howard University
WHUT, Howard's TV station, is hosting an event for alumni and community members to share the legacy of Howard's homecoming traditions with their kids. For the third year, children can participate in  PBS Kids activities, watch live performances, play games and do crafts in the university's lower quadrangle (also known as "the Valley"). 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free.
Dupont Circle Fall Fest
The annual Fall Fest in Dupont Circle park has something for everyone, but families will enjoy painting pumpkins; playing outdoor games; and checking out the costume contests for kids, dogs and adults, as well as live bluegrass music. 1 to 5 p.m. Free.
Pumpkins in the Park at Canal Park
Canal Park transforms into a pumpkin patch for this annual festival, which brings out neighbors for gourd decorating, magic shows, a moon bounce and a photo booth. Seasonal beverages (alcoholic and nonalcoholic) are available for purchase, but the first 150 Eventbrite registrants receive a free drink and apple cider doughnut. Noon to 5 p.m. Free.
District Arcade at Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library
The festival, hosted by the library in partnership with the D.C. Chapter of the International Game Developer's Association,  is a family-friendly celebration of local video games and game developers. More than 20 developers will be on-site showcasing projects from prototypes to complete games. Browse their booths, play locally crafted indie games or try your  hand at game design. 1 to 5 p.m. Free. 
Eckington Day at Alethia Tanner Park
This family-friendly neighborhood celebration includes touch-a-truck with D.C. Fire,  band performances, free yoga, a fun run and a pet costume parade -- plus local vendors and food options. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free.
Pumpkin Boulevard at Dock 5
The indoor event space above Union Market's food hall transforms into a cozy fall market with more than 60 vendors. Expect pumpkin spice, locally made crafts, family-friendly activities, and seasonal treats -- plus Halloween decor galore. Each ticket holder gets a bingo card to check off as they walk through the festival; winners receive a goody bag before they leave. Saturday and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. $5. Federal employees get free admission with work ID. 
Nightmare on 14th Street at Aslin Beer Company
According to Aslin, the brewery is hosting the largest outdoor Halloween party on 14th Street this season.  Festivities will include DJ sets, a costume contest (prize: $100 Aslin gift card) and, for the first two hours, free tastings of Aslin's beer and Blossom's espresso martinis. Costumes are encouraged. 3 to 8 p.m. Free with RSVP. 
Cultural Festival of the Americas at Art Museum of the Americas
Most downtown museums are  closed because of the government shutdown, but the Art Museum of the Americas is still partying -- especially  Saturday, when it serves as the venue for the Organization of the American States' second-annual cultural festival. The event, open to organization members and diplomatic corps, as well as the public, includes samplings of Latin American, Caribbean, French and Spanish food and drink; live entertainment showcasing cultural heritage; a silent auction for handcrafted goods from participating countries; and activities for kids. It takes place in the gardens between 17th and 18th streets NW. Adult passes include five food and beverage tastings, and children's tickets include three. Noon to 4 p.m. $45 for adults; $20 for children 14 and under. 
Souled Out Dates at Nationals Park
The wildly popular Souled Out Dates day party has filled nightspots like the Bullpen and Culture. This year, it's big enough to score Nats Park as a venue -- which is why the 2025 event is called "Stadium Status." Over six hours, DJs turn the baseball park into a tailgate and club, all in one. 4 p.m. to 10 p.m. $53.
'Greeking Out' at the Parks at Walter Reed
A different kind of costume is encouraged at this live podcast taping: Audience members can dress like their favorite character from Greek mythology and sit down to hear a live session of "Greeking Out," the National Geographic Kids hit devoted to kid-friendly stories from ancient Greece. The 45- minute show is happening on the Great Lawn at the Parks at Walter Reed, and families can make an evening of it by buying dinner from food vendors. Expect podcasters Kenny Curtis and Jillian Hughes to hang out for meet-and-greets and sales of their new kids' mythology book, "Tales From the Underworld." 4 to 6 p.m. Free; reserve tickets online.
Harbor Halloween at National Harbor
Kids can trick-or-treat at more than 30 businesses along the water at National Harbor, including Silver Diner, Succotash and Muse Paintbar, and those in costume (which, really, should be everyone) can ride for free on the Ferris wheel with the purchase of an adult ticket. At 1 p.m., the big screen at the plaza starts screening "Hocus Pocus," and Prince George's County fire and police officers begin a meet-and-greet. A pumpkin carving contest starts at 2:30, and the "pet pawrade" follows 15 minutes later. 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. Free.
Rumpus Room family dance party at Union Market
DJs Steven Faith and Marc Meistro spin at clubs and events around town, but they're also dads who enjoy playing records for their kids. That's what led them to found Rumpus Room, a family dance party that eschews the usual minivan tunes for disco, 1980s hits and the occasional Disney bop, all played at the right volume for little ears. Costumes are encouraged for the annual Halloween party at Hi-Lawn, atop Union Market, which features games and activities when the kids take a break from dancing. The target age is the under-10 set, and no adults are admitted without a child. 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. $13.26; free for infants and crawling children.
Halloween Wine Class at the Eastern
Candy corn with chardonnay? Butterfingers with sherry? The Eastern Market wine bar has such pairings for  its returning Halloween Wine Class, with 21/2 hours of candy-coated tastings. 12:30 to 3 p.m. $55.
Fall Fun Day at Mitchell Park
More than 20 embassies and local organizations will set up booths in Kalorama's Mitchell Park for the community's annual fall festival. This year, a free yoga class kicks things off at 1 p.m., followed by a costume parade, pumpkin painting, fall crafts, a haunted house and fire truck tours. Seasonal fare includes kettle corn and baked goods. 2 to 5 p.m. Free. 
Howl-oween at Atlas Brew Works Alexandria
DMV Gay Dog Moms, which organizes dog-friendly meetups for LGBTQ+ women throughout the region, is the co-host of the brewery's  Howl-oween celebration on its patio. Dogs can participate in a costume contest, and owners can shop LGBTQ+ vendors, win raffle prizes and sip Atlas's seasonal offerings. 3 to 6 p.m. Free.
Profs and Pints: Early American Witch Hunts
What did colonials believe about witchcraft, and how did they carry out hunts for it? What are the hallmarks of an American witch hunt? A University of Maryland history professor,  Richard Bell, tackles these queries on a tour of 17th-century witchcraft, starting with 1662 Salem. Sunday at Crooked Run Fermentation in Sterling (5:30 to 8 p.m. $15). Full food and drink menus are available both nights.
Howard Homecoming Karaoke Brunch at Cambria Hotel
For all R&B, Afro beats, hip-hop, soul and trap lovers, the seventh-annual rooftop karaoke brunch is back at the Navy Yard hotel. Grab a plate (and mimosa) from the brunch buffet, and sing your heart out beside views of the Capitol Riverfront. 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. $35 to $80.
Malala Yousafzai at the Fillmore
Think you know Malala, the author, activist and youngest winner of the Nobel Peace Prize? Her new memoir invites you to think again. Her public persona often takes a serious tone -- she was targeted in an attack by the Taliban for girls' education advocacy -- but in "Finding My Way" she reintroduces herself as the funny, mischievous woman she always was. This book talk with the now-28-year-old was moved from the Warner Theatre to the Fillmore in Silver Spring. 8 p.m. Tickets start at $129.
17th Street High Heel Race
D.C.'s most beloved footrace is more about attire and attitude than athleticism. The 38th running of the High Heel Race, a multi-block sprint along 17th Street's stretch of LGBTQ+ bars between P and S streets, technically begins at 9 p.m. and finishes a few minutes later. But the fabulously, elaborately costumed participants, towering in their requisite high heels, turn the pavement into a catwalk for hours before, strolling up and down to show off their outfits and pose for many, many photos. Get there around 6 p.m. for a front-row seat to this Halloween tradition. 9 p.m. Free.
Pumpkin Carving Party at Shaw's Tavern
This year, the Shaw pub's pumpkin-carving event coincides with its usual Tuesday taco special. A ticket gets you three of those, plus discounted margaritas, a pumpkin, carving tools and the joy of making a new friend to set outside your home on Halloween night. 7 to 9 p.m. $20.
'An Enemy of the People' at Theater J
An updated version of Henrik Ibsen's "An Enemy of the People" that recently made a splash on Broadway arrives in D.C. as Theater J takes on Amy Herzog's adaption of the 1882 play that still resonates today. In this story, a doctor in a small town wrestles with the consequences after attempting to speak truth to power. Theater J's production is directed by Helen Hayes Award nominee Janos Szasz, who left his native Hungary to escape Prime Minister Viktor Orban's government. Through Nov. 23. Regular ticket prices start at $69.
Halloween Trivia at Silver Branch Brewing
Are you possessed with horrifying knowledge? Join Pour House Trivia for Halloween-themed trivia rounds at both of the brewery's branches, in Silver Spring and Rockville. The winning team scores a prize of $50. Costumes are highly encouraged, and give players a chance to win another $50 in a contest. 6:30 p.m. Free.
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Movies
Guillermo del Toro's 'Frankenstein' is bloody, beautiful and belabored
In the latest reimagining of Mary Shelley's classic, the moral is the story.

Oscar Isaac as Victor Frankenstein in "Frankenstein." (Ken Woroner/Netflix)


By Travis Andrews | 2025-10-23
Early in Guillermo del Toro's "Frankenstein," while teaching him about medicine, young Victor Frankenstein's father sternly tells him: "Ivory does not bleed, Victor. Flesh does."
As you'd expect from a tale about creating life from discarded and dissected corpses, this movie also bleeds. It bleeds, and bleeds, and bleeds: pouring out of freshly killed corpses, spurting from severed limbs, dripping from knife slits and blossoming from gunshot wounds.
Bleeding most of all, though, is this film's heart. That may be admirable but ultimately makes the audience feel like they're drowning in good intentions.

Charles Dance, left, as Leopold Frankenstein and Christian Convery as young Victor Frankenstein. (Ken Woroner/Netflix)


"Frankenstein" is the latest in del Toro's mission to make creature features that explore themes of otherness and humanity through the creature in question. See: "Hellboy," "Pinocchio," "The Shape of Water." (And it follows the burgeoning Hollywood trend of classics being made anew. Robert Eggers's "Nosferatu" comes to mind, as does Maggie Gyllenhaal's upcoming reimagining of "The Bride of Frankenstein," simply titled "The Bride!")
The film begins in media res, with a chase that takes place near the end of the story. A hulking humanoid Creature is pursuing Victor across the frozen Arctic, where a fully manned galleon has been stranded on the ice. The seamen see the Creature and begin peppering him with bullets. Undeterred, the Creature continues to march toward them. Eventually, they find Victor and stash him in the captain's quarters.
After the prelude, the movie is split into two parts: one in which Victor tells the captain his story of creating the Creature, and one in which the Creature describes what happens after Victor attempts to kill him.
While del Toro is interested in what drives Victor's all-consuming obsession, it's clear that the final part of the movie -- in which the Creature recalls the discovery of his humanity in an inhumane world -- compelled the director to tackle Mary Shelley's classic and to, at times, invert it.
Though the film is trifurcated, it tells a simple tale: Stricken by his mother's early demise, Victor (Oscar Isaac) becomes obsessed with conquering death. His scholarship is roundly rejected, but he catches the eye of wealthy arms dealer Heinrich Harlander (Christoph Waltz), who offers to fund his work. Furthering Victor's descent into madness, Harlander's niece Elizabeth (Mia Goth) -- with whom Victor also becomes obsessed -- is engaged to Victor's younger brother William (Felix Kammerer).

The film benefits from viewing on the biggest possible screen to appreciate its grand set pieces. (Netflix)


In short, Victor creates the Creature (Jacob Elordi), quickly grows weary of him, tries to kill him and fails. Unlike in the novel, where Victor pursues the Creature with the intent to kill him, the script is flipped. The Creature pursues Victor with plans to force him to make an eternal mate.
The film presents the Creature not simply as superhuman, as in the novel, but as invincible. In Shelley's telling, the Creature vows to end his own life -- but in the film, he can't, making the final scene almost feel more like an origin story for a Superman franchise than the gothic horror on which it's based.
But I digress.
Visually, the film is a sumptuous feast, from the lonely tower on the sea where Victor creates, then imprisons, the Creature to Victor's corpse-strewn laboratory. The Creature himself is reimagined. He's far more human than the green monster with bolts jutting from its neck who'll be ringing doorbells for candy this Halloween. Yes, there are ridges where Victor stitched him together, but his face (and his voice) are both deeply expressive, due in no small part to Elordi's quite literally transformative performance.
This Creature is meant to be loved, not feared. As del Toro told the New York Times, the Creature's "construction should be a beautiful act. It shouldn't be horrifying."
And it isn't. In fact, not very much in this pseudo-horror movie is scary, save for how it force-feeds its message to the audience.
Del Toro isn't a subtle filmmaker. His Oscar-winning "The Shape of Water" explores the ostracizing of the creature at its story's center -- his most reliable topic -- by having a human female character fall in romantic and sexual love with the monster, to the revulsion of everyone else. (Hence its derisive podcast-born nickname, "the fish sex movie.")

Oscar Isaac in "Frankenstein." (Ken Woroner/Netflix)


But the director has never quite been this literal before. I lost count of the number of times someone calls the Creature a "monster" (including himself!), bashing the audience over the head with an already familiar theme.
Ultimately, as is made overwhelmingly clear, this is a film about forgiveness. So allow us to extend the same grace to some clunky writing.
There's much to like here. This is a movie to watch on the biggest possible screen, to revel in grand set pieces that often begin with wide angles before zooming, undistorted, into a close-up, a breathtaking trick of cinematography.
If you wait for it to drop on Netflix, the effect will almost certainly be diminished -- and our forgiveness might be in much shorter supply.
R. At area theaters; available Nov. 7 on Netflix. Contains violence, blood and partial nudity. 149 minutes.
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TV
'Nobody Wants This' can't quite shake the prison of its premise
In its new season, a great supporting cast (and some sly cameos) supercharge the delightful meta rom-com starring Adam Brody and Kristen Bell.

Kristen Bell and Adam Brody in "Nobody Wants This." (Erin Simkin/Netflix)


By Lili Loofbourow | 2025-10-23
The rom-com has been overdue for a resurrection. Many have tried. Few have succeeded.
There's something about the format, which whimsically (and paradoxically) elevates one particular love story as both exceptional and representative, that feels anachronistic. Tropes that used to work fall flat in the modern era. Maybe the issue is that we're so steeped in relationship discourse that patterns have become wearily, rather than charmingly, recognizable. The witty banter about love that "When Harry Met Sally" excelled at in 1989 lands differently when people spend a fair bit of their free time debating the finer points of relationship dynamics in the comment sections of advice columns and Reddit forums -- or watching love shows on reality TV. Cellphones, too, are a stumbling block, because they make those thrilling airport chases almost as unnecessary as current security measures make them implausible.
Then, of course, there are the apps. The algorithms that drive our days make the idea of destiny a much harder sell. Tough to entertain Marisa Tomei's moony notion of perfect other halves in "Only You" (1994) when everyone's swiping right or left on dozens of prospective partners. Modern love isn't dead, but it has undergone a form of industrialization that makes outcomes feel less fated than optimized, mass-produced.
It's probably not a coincidence, therefore, that some of the finer shows in recent memory have doubled as rom-com deconstructions. I'm thinking of exquisite series such as "Catastrophe" and "Fleabag," which puncture some of the more treacly cliches, and find joy and heartbreak and truth through that rupture. They might be sad and warm and reflective and funny, but (crucially) they don't believe -- or preach -- that romantic love is the same as salvation. That particular myth, or fairy tale, which drove so many Hollywood films for so long has come to feel not just false but narratively unsatisfying.
Still, sometimes you want something frothy. Something that brings back a little of that cosmic love stuff. Enter "Nobody Wants This," Netflix's ratings-busting extended rom-com. Now in its second season, the Los Angeles-based comedy stars Adam Brody as Noah, a soulful, open-minded rabbi who falls for Kristen Bell's Joanne, an agnostic, Instagram-savvy, stylish sex-and-relationships podcaster. No one in Noah's family -- or synagogue -- wants them together (hence the name), and much of the series deals with his agonized desire for Joanne to convert to Judaism so they can have a future that doesn't cost him his calling or his career.

Timothy Simons, left, as Sasha and Jackie Tohn as Esther in "Nobody Wants This." (Erin Simkin/Netflix)


The first season was wildly popular, and it's not hard to see why. Bell and Brody are absurdly charming, and so is the surrounding cast -- particularly Justine Lupe as Joanne's sister Morgan and Timothy Simons as Noah's married brother Sasha, with whom Morgan develops an unlikely friendship. It also managed to feel contemporary, unlike the vast majority of rom-com reboots. The dialogue is great, the social dynamics just off-kilter enough to be pleasurably unpredictable, and the protagonists' parents are roughly the right ratio of silly and maddening.
Created by Erin Foster, herself a podcaster, the show traffics in plenty of formulaic stuff, but several cliched scenarios -- including a storyline that seems to telegraph an adultery subplot -- get defused because everyone senses, names and discusses what's happening. The show's chattiness usually prevents it from leaning too hard on tired conventions.
As for the two protagonists: They might as well be avatars for the aforementioned schism between nostalgic and contemporary romance. He channels the old-fashioned soulmate stuff. She channels the algorithm.
It's not a match made in heaven. Throughout, Noah and Joanne are both working very, very hard. The issue is his job: He's up for a promotion to senior rabbi, and he needs a Jewish wife. He wants Joanne to choose Judaism for herself, out of genuine conviction; she gamely gives it a shot, but her conversion can't be heartfelt if their relationship depends on it. They're both right, and it's not -- at least as the show articulates it -- a problem with a solution. If "Nobody Wants This" has a structural flaw, it's that every time the couple sadly decides to split up, the choice feels so correct, I'm flooded with relief.

Bell, left, and Justine Lupe in an episode. (Erin Simkin/Netflix)


Put differently, the series transposes the rom-com's usual progression -- an arc culminating in the realization that yes, one is in love! -- to an amusingly spiritual key. Here, the suspense stems from Joanne's need to feel chosen, not by Noah but by ... God? Throughout, she (and Noah, and his family and congregation) is simply waiting for her own unwieldy interiority to experience some revelation that would mark her conversion as authentic. It's a bizarrely internal metric. The story almost literally requires a deus ex machina. Maddening, of course, but Joanne's brash irreverence and avid trend-seeking clashes pleasingly with her insistence on absolute integrity in this one domain.
The first season ended with one of those epiphanic, nonsensical endings rom-coms so often deliver, with one character delivering a wholly uncharacteristic speech and suddenly -- in what we have been taught to regard as a romantic gesture -- waving away everything that was previously important to them. There's even a chase after leaving a party. The feel-goodery is insubstantial and unpersuasive; it's a badly executed capitulation to older rom-com conventions.
To its credit, the second season starts by highlighting, italicizing and bolding exactly how unsustainable that resolution was. The first episode, "Dinner Party," is an obvious wink to the legendary episode of "The Office." And while it's not quite as disastrous (or funny), it's close: Noah and Joanne discover that they interpreted the terms of their reconciliation in the finale quite differently. The misunderstanding isn't an especially logical one, but it does reflect how people tend to hear what they want to -- and perhaps forget exactly what they said in the heat of the moment.
What follows is a well-paced, engaging season of television marred by a finale that feints toward originality but swerves. Still, there's plenty to like, including a basketball game, a Purim celebration, a wonderfully chaotic baby naming and a grim birthday party that devolves into an impromptu family confab in the outdoor sauna Joanne's mother uses for storage. The show continues to offer sharp and interesting commentary on subjects ranging from influencers to men who too closely follow social scripts on how to be "good boyfriends" to dodgy L.A. therapists.
While fans of "The Good Place" may lament how little D'Arcy Carden there is this season as Joanne's friend Ryann, Simons and "Glow's" Jackie Tohn -- who plays his conflicted wife -- get so much more to do that they pull focus from the central duo. Simons shines in this show. Lupe, too, is extraordinary, and "Succession" veterans will enjoy Arian Moayed's turn as Morgan's romantic interest. Alex Karpovsky's appearance as "Big Noah," Noah's professional nemesis, will thrill "Girls" viewers, and "Gossip Girl" aficionados will no doubt enjoy Leighton Meester's appearance as Joanne and Morgan's childhood frenemy.

Brody and Bell in "Nobody Wants This." (Erin Simkin/Netflix)


This is not a deep show. Tovah Feldshuh, for instance, continues to reign as Noah's formidable mother, Bina, even if she remains a bit of a caricature. But "Nobody Wants This" does a better job contextualizing Joanne's world this season, particularly when portraying the intense loneliness she feels around her parents and why she and Morgan are the way they are.
Is it fun? Yes! Very. Does the way it innovates on old formulas set it up for failure? Also yes. If rom-coms wrap everything up by making love into a religion to which people can surrender, "Nobody Wants This" scrambles those terms so much that moments that should feel transcendent -- or like miraculous, beautiful cathartic breakthroughs -- land instead like compromises or worse: defeats.
Nobody Wants This, Season 2, is streaming on Netflix.
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Movies
This Springsteen movie doesn't live up to the album that inspired it
The rock-and-roll biopic is a cursed form. "Springsteen: Deliver Me From Nowhere" is an attempt to make a few fixes.

Jeremy Allen White stars as Bruce Springsteen in "Springsteen: Deliver Me From Nowhere." (Macall Polay/20th Century Studios/AP)


By Chris Richards | 2025-10-22
In most biopics, when a rock star drops cold cash on a hot car, things tend to be looking up. Not for Bruce Springsteen. In "Springsteen: Deliver Me From Nowhere" -- about the making of his fraught 1982 album, "Nebraska" -- our hero splurges on a Camaro with an ink-black paint job as dark as his headspace. He's fresh off a boffo tour, struggling to settle into the autumnal quiet of New Jersey, and when the button-down car salesman tells Springsteen that he knows who he is, the Boss responds with a folksy grunt: "Well, that makes one of us." On the drive home, he flicks the radio on, hears the DJ introducing one of his songs, then abruptly shuts it off.
The promise being made to the audience on that car lot has nothing to do with APR financing. Instead, it's that, yes, this beloved giant of American song will eventually figure out who he is -- but we're going to have to spend a couple of hours plowing through the murk to get there. With "Deliver Me From Nowhere," director-screenwriter Scott Cooper has chosen to elongate a particularly shadowy chapter of Springsteen's creative life -- much of it based on a book of the same title by Warren Zanes -- resulting in a slow, moody, occasionally ponderous film about the nonlinear act of music making. Yes, there are a few reenactments of screamy concerts and stressful studio sessions, but the most meaningful scenes unfold inside the tidy waterfront home where Springsteen recorded "Nebraska" on a four-track tape machine -- if not inside the unknowable loneliness of a songwriter's head.
Those structural tweaks are entirely welcome because, let's face it, the rock-and-roll biopic is a cursed form. Typically, when Hollywood's power players call on an actor to dramatize the life of, say, a scientist, or a venture capitalist, everybody's happy. Even when those kinds of protagonists are household names, audiences often have little idea of what they look like, talk like, sing like, dance like. With supernova musicians, it couldn't be more different. Our deep fluency in their individual physicality makes it nearly impossible for us to suspend our disbelief.

The film includes a few reenactments of concerts and studio sessions, but much of it unfolds inside the home where Springsteen recorded "Nebraska." (20th Century Studios/AP)


With "Deliver Me From Nowhere," the task feels especially grueling for poor Jeremy Allen White in that his subject still rocks among us. At 76, Springsteen is still out there, still touring, still moving his muscles to loud rhythms under bright lights. Cooper, who directed Jeff Bridges in the 2009 country music drama "Crazy Heart," seems to understand this. So instead of building this film up to a climactic arena concert, he opens with one, allowing Allen White to take his very best shot at Springsteenian catharsis straight out of the gate. Fool's errand, noble effort. But with "Born to Run" out of the way, he's now free to mop up his sweat and begin brooding his way toward the story's ambiguous center.
Springsteen's house has huge windows, but it still feels dark. A book of Flannery O'Connor stories lies heavy on the coffee table. Terrence Malick's serial killer noir "Badlands" flickers on the television. It's here that the Boss starts demoing ballads for his new album, and when he hears how raw everything sounds in playback, he gets excited, but just barely. This new music sounds "like it's from the past or something," he says, listening to his acoustic guitar shiver through tape hiss. As his brain floats back and forth between creative delirium and wordless depression, Allen White maintains a look of handsome bewilderment -- the resting chef face he's cultivated throughout four seasons of "The Bear."

Jeremy Allen White and Odessa Young in "Springsteen: Deliver Me From Nowhere." (20th Century Studios)


When a love interest, Faye Romano, played by Odessa Young, wanders into the plot, she feels obligatory and not quite real, perhaps because she's a fictional composite of Springsteen's real-life, nonbinding romances from that time. No matter. The real love story here is between Springsteen and his unflappable manager, Jon Landau, played with stony commitment by Jeremy Strong. Prone to translating Springsteen's state of being to his wife as if speaking to a documentary filmmaker, Landau flatly tells her how "success is complicated for Bruce," and how his songs are now channeling something "darker," and how Springsteen came from a certain type of world that he suddenly "feels guilty" leaving behind.
Maybe this is just how managers talk about the rock stars who pay them. Or maybe movies about those very rock stars remain littered with cliches because real life is similarly trashy. For all its subtle magnetisms, "Deliver Me From Nowhere" also deploys relentless black-and-white flashbacks to childhood traumas; various plotty obstacles in art making that require heroic solutions; even an anomalous, music video-ish scene in which Springsteen hallucinates he's strumming his guitar inside a room that's on fire.
But at its most consistent, this is a movie about listening. The characters often listen -- to music, to each other -- with great focus, and it seems to transform them in unspoken ways. At one point, Springsteen sprawls out next to the living room stereo and blasts a song by the visionary proto-punk duo Suicide, violently tapping the song's mechanical beat into his sternum and declaring it the best album he's ever heard. If we try, in turn, to heighten our looking, we might notice the film speaking to us with its colors: On the verge of realizing that Springsteen's demo tape is going to become his new album proper, we begin seeing the same red that will soon adorn the cover art of "Nebraska." A red studio door. Red knobs on kitchen cabinets. A red telephone. His red corduroy shirt.

(Macall Polay/20th Century Studios/AP)


Through it all, was anyone listening or looking as carefully as the Boss himself? Springsteen was reportedly a frequent visitor on the set of "Deliver Me From Nowhere" -- undoubtedly pumping up the extras, and presumably stressing out the actors. Was he there to be flattered? Is that what this whole thing is for? Over the past decade, Springsteen has written a generous memoir, then transposed it into a Broadway performance residency, then filmed it for a Netflix special, and now he's back on tour, speaking righteous truth to power between songs. He must feel known, loved, understood. Why bother funneling all of that through Hollywood's pomp and corniness into a movie that's only half good? "Nebraska" was a triumph because it refused to fulfill anyone's expectations. "Deliver Me From Nowhere" valorizes that decision while missing its chance to do the same.
PG-13. At area theaters. Contains adult language. 120 minutes.
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Arts & Entertainment
Museum and gallery exhibits in the D.C. area this week
Check out what's on tap at area museums and galleries.

The National Building Museum is among the D.C. facilities that has remained open during the government shutdown. (Shedrick Pelt for The Washington Post)


By Washington Post staff | 2025-10-22
The following special exhibitions are on view at area museums. For a complete list of all permanent, indefinite and long-term exhibitions, please consult individual museum websites. Museums marked with an * are free. Note: Amid the government shutdown, the Library of Congress, the National Archives Museum, the National Gallery of Art and the Smithsonian museums will be closed to the public indefinitely.
*AMERICAN UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AT THE KATZEN ARTS CENTER Six exhibits are on view through Dec. 7: "Women Artists of the DMV: A Survey Exhibition," "From Ancestral Traces to Contemporary Visions -- The Art of Mene," "Jan Svoboda & Jaroslav Benes: Lenticular Poetry," "Orna Ben-Ami: Displacement and Memory," "From Painting to Print: The Poppies, Mimosas and Lantern Flowers of Donald Sultan" and "Fabricated Boundaries: Filipina American Textile & Fiber Artists." 4400 Massachusetts Ave. NW. american.edu/cas/museum
CAPITAL JEWISH MUSEUM "LGBTJews in the Federal City," through Jan. 4. This exhibition uses photography, artifacts and oral histories to examine the intersection of Jewish and LGBTQ+ history in D.C.
The museum features two ongoing exhibitions about Jewish history, from 1790 to today, and how to build a better future in the National Capital Region: "What Is Jewish Washington?" and "Connect. Reflect. Act." 575 Third St. NW. capitaljewishmuseum.org
*DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION MUSEUM "Fighting for Freedom: Black Craftspeople and the Pursuit of Independence," through Dec. 31. More than 50 artifacts shine a light on African Americans' fight for freedom, from the Revolutionary War through today. 1776 D St. NW. dar.org/collections/museum
*DUMBARTON OAKS "Trees of Dumbarton Oaks: Photographs by Sahar Coston-Hardy," through Dec. 20. Coston-Hardy's portraits of some of the estate's oldest trees are on display.
"The Stimulant Sea: Sugar, Coffee & the Acquisition of Taste," through April. An exploration of how trade between the Red Sea, the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean connected and commodified sugar and coffee. 1703 32nd St. NW. doaks.org
*GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MUSEUM AND TEXTILE MUSEUM "Enduring Traditions: Celebrating the World of Textiles," through Dec. 20. The museum marks its centennial by exploring the cultural significance of its globe-spanning collection.
"Capital Accommodations," through Feb. 28. Explore D.C.'s historic hotels and inns through advertisements, travel guides and prints.
"From A to DC: Transportation in Washington," through Feb. 28. Artworks capture the transportation systems that transformed D.C. in the 19th and 20th centuries.
"Source Material: Lessons in Responsible Fashion," through April 11. Historical garments from the Textile Museum's collection are paired with works by contemporary fashion designers using responsible materials and resources. 701 21st St. NW. museum.gwu.edu
HILLWOOD ESTATE, MUSEUM AND GARDEN "From Exile to Avant-Garde: The Life of Princess Natalie Paley," through Jan. 4. An exhibition dedicated to the 20th-century Russian aristocrat, who came to the United States and gained fame as a model, socialite and actress. 4155 Linnean Ave. NW. hillwoodmuseum.org
MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE "C.S. Lewis and the Myth That Became Fact," through Feb. 14. The "Chronicles of Narnia" author's path from atheism to faith is explored in this exhibition.
"The House of David: A Dynasty Carved in Stone," through Nov. 3. The Tel Dan Stele, the first archaeological evidence of King David, is on view free in the museum's Grand Hall. 400 Fourth St. SW. museumofthebible.org
MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART ARLINGTON Three exhibitions are on view through Jan. 25: "Hedieh Javanshir Ilchi: Here the Waving Flag. Here the Other World"; "Global Spotlight: Tactics for Remembering"; and "Joey Enriquez: As I Look Towards What Could Have Been Mine."
"Hiromi Isobe: Can I See?," through Nov. 30. This installation uses painting, mixed media, fiber and sculpture to envision the invisible systems shaping the world. 3550 Wilson Blvd., Arlington. mocaarlington.org
NATIONAL BUILDING MUSEUM "A South Forty: Contemporary Architecture and Design in the American South," through winter. An overview of design in the South zeroes in on architectural trends that have defined the region since 1990.
"Brick City," through August. U.K.-based artist Warren Elsmore uses Lego pieces to re-create destinations from all seven continents, including New Orleans during Mardi Gras and medieval Japanese castles.
"Coming Together: Reimagining America's Downtowns," ongoing. A multimedia exploration of how lessons learned during the pandemic are shaping the future of American city centers.
"Mini Memories: Souvenir Buildings From the David Weingarten Collection," ongoing. A showcase of 400 miniature building souvenirs from nearly 70 countries.
"House & Home," ongoing. A collection of photographs, models, films and objects that examine American homes both familiar and unconventional.
"Building Stories," ongoing. This immersive exhibition dives into the world of architecture, engineering, construction and design as depicted in children's books. 401 F St. NW. nbm.org
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WOMEN IN THE ARTS "Niki de Saint Phalle In Print," through Nov. 30. This exhibition highlights 20 large-scale prints from the 20th-century French artist more widely known for her sculptures and performances.
"Women Artists From Antwerp to Amsterdam, 1600-1750," through Jan. 11. A collection of paintings, prints, embroidery, sculptures and other artworks highlights the work of 40-plus Dutch and Flemish women.
"Tawny Chatmon: Sanctuaries of Truth, Dissolution of Lies," through March 8. Selections from the photographic artist's latest series, "The Restoration" and "The Reconciliation," incorporate assemblage, embroidery, film and audio narrative.
"Remix: The Collection," through Oct. 25, 2026. Familiar collection favorites are displayed alongside recent acquisitions. 1250 New York Ave. NW. nmwa.org
*RUBELL MUSEUM "American Vignettes: Symbols, Society and Satire," through fall. A trio of themes encapsulate nearly 100 works from contemporary artists who were born in the United States or call the country home. 65 I St. SW. rubellmuseum.org/dc
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Washington Commanders
Commanders QB Jayden Daniels will miss Monday night matchup vs. Chiefs
It will be the third missed start of the season for Daniels, who is dealing with a low-grade hamstring strain that knocked him out of Sunday's loss to the Cowboys.

(Jeffrey McWhorter/AP)


By Tom Schad, Tashan Reed | 2025-10-22

Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels will miss a game for the third time this season. (Jeffrey McWhorter/AP)


Washington Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels will miss Monday night's game at the Kansas City Chiefs with a low-grade right hamstring strain, a person familiar with the situation confirmed to The Washington Post on Wednesday. 
It will be Daniels's third missed start in eight games. Backup Marcus Mariota is expected to start in his place.
Daniels, 24, missed two games in September with a left knee sprain he suffered in a Week 2 loss to the Green Bay Packers. He returned with a knee brace Oct. 5 at the Los Angeles Chargers.
He exited Sunday's 44-22 loss to the Dallas Cowboys early in the third quarter after fumbling the ball and being twisted to the ground. Though he flashed a thumbs-up to the crowd after leaving the blue medical tent, Daniels was later ruled out for the remainder of the game.
Coach Dan Quinn said Monday that Daniels underwent an MRI exam, which revealed "good news" about the severity of the injury. Quinn said the hamstring injury is "not significant or long term," but he did not specify whether the quarterback would play against the Chiefs.
Daniels's absence from Monday night's game is another blow for the reeling Commanders, who are 3-4 and have been decimated by injuries. At Dallas, they played without their top three wide receivers and then saw defensive end Dorance Armstrong suffer a season-ending knee injury.
Washington already has lost defensive Deatrich Wise Jr. (quadriceps) and running back Austin Ekeler (torn Achilles tendon) for the season. Safety Will Harris (fractured fibula) and defensive end Javontae Jean-Baptiste (torn pectoral muscle) also are expected to be out for extended periods of time.
There were durability concerns surrounding Daniels coming out of the 2024 NFL draft because of his thin frame and how often he runs, but he largely dispelled them by playing in all 20 of the Commanders' games last season, including the playoffs.
Mariota was solid in his first two starts this season and helped the Commanders split those games to stay afloat. He has completed 60.3 percent of his passes for 426 yards, three touchdowns and two interceptions. He has rushed 10 times for 94 yards and a touchdown.
The 31-year-old possesses a skill set that allows offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury to maintain much of his system, but he lacks the dynamism of Daniels. And the offense has not been at full strength all year. The statuses of starting wide receivers Terry McLaurin (quad) and Deebo Samuel Sr. (heel) remain in question, while fellow wideout Noah Brown (groin) is on injured reserve.
The Commanders will face a strong Chiefs defense that ranks third in points allowed per game and fifth in yards allowed per game.
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