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      Breaking News

      
        Your horoscope for Nov 7-13
        Your spot-on horoscope for work, money and relationship from Guru by the Bangkok Post's famously accurate fortune teller. Let's see how you will fare this week and beyond.

      

      
        Trat veteran begins 345km walk to Bangkok in tribute to Queen Mother
        TRAT --- A 60-year-old former soldier from Trat province has set out on a 345-kilometre walk to Bangkok to pay tribute to the late Her Majesty Queen Sirikit The Queen Mother. He expects to complete the journey in five days.

      

      
        School bus overturns in Nakhon Sawan, several students injured
        NAKHON SAWAN --- A double-decker bus carrying secondary school students from Uttaradit overturned on the Phitsanulok--Nakhon Sawan Road around 10am on Friday, injuring several students. The driver claimed the brakes had locked.

      

      
        Thailand will not return Cambodian soldiers until conditions met
        Thailand will not return 18 Cambodian soldiers captured during deadly border clashes until Phnom Penh meets agreed conditions, Defence Minister Gen Nattaphon Narkphanit said on Friday.
&nbsp;

      

      
        US travel woes mount as govt shutdown prompts flight cuts
        WASHINGTON - Travelers faced mounting uncertainty over air travel in the United States after a directive to decrease flights at dozens of major airports went into effect on Friday.

      

      
        West Bank's ancient olive tree a 'symbol of Palestinian endurance'
        AL WALAJAH (PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES) - As guardian of the occupied West Bank's oldest olive tree, Salah Abu Ali prunes its branches and gathers its fruit even as violence plagues the Palestinian territory during this year's harvest.

      

      
        14 suspects, including 3 Taiwanese, arrested in Si Sa Ket online scam, gambling bust
        Fourteen suspects, &nbsp;including Taiwanese nationals, have been arrested during a police-led crackdown operation on an online scam and gambling syndicate in Muang district of Si Sa Ket province.

      

      
        China's new aircraft carrier signals naval ambitions
        TAIPEI, Taiwan --- China's newest and most advanced aircraft carrier, the Fujian, officially entered into service this week, the country's military announced Friday, bringing Beijing another step closer to its goal of rivaling American naval power in the region.

      

      
        Thailand declares 5-day New Year holiday to boost tourism, economy
        Thailand's cabinet has approved an extended five-day New Year holiday, adding Friday, Jan 2, 2026, as a special public holiday in a move aimed at stimulating domestic tourism and invigorating the national economy.

      

      
        Gold's grip on Thai baht loosens after govt warning
        Gold's impact on Thailand's currency has fallen to its weakest level in almost two years, a sign that policymakers' efforts to curb the baht's gains may finally be taking hold.
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									Your horoscope for Nov 7-13

									
								

									Your spot-on horoscope for work, money and relationship from Guru by the Bangkok Post's famously accurate fortune teller. Let's see how you will fare this week and beyond.
									
	([?]) is for work, ([?]) is for money, () is for coupled life and ([?]) is for single life

	Previous ones: https://www.bangkokpost.com/topics/1702300/horoscope





 Aries

Mar 21 - Apr 19

([?]) Expect (and embrace) changes in your workplace. Something may get postponed or expedited. Your colleagues are more helpful than usual, making teamwork feel less like a chore. An unexpected challenge won't block you -- it'll be an opportunity to boost your skillset and value as a worker.  

([?]) Expect your income to match your grind. If others depend on you financially, a sudden time-sensitive expense could pop up, so budget wisely. Property disputes could be settled through an unexpected peacemaker or compromise. Never guarantee anyone's debt. Save yourself the headache.  

() Family drama makes you question whether you two envision the same future. Communication with your partner will need extra patience. Steer clear of comparing careers, relationship roles or other couples' Insta-perfect lives. One careless word could snowball into a full-blown fight where you both say things you'll regret.  

([?]) You meet a fresh face through work or a friend's introduction. They might catch feelings for you, but you remain uninterested. Already seeing someone? They may be about to pull a slow fade before completely ghosting you. Turns out they weren't single to begin with.

 Taurus

Apr 20 - May 20

([?]) Brace yourself for power play and mind games in your workplace. Some may become more aggressive, forcing you to stand firm on your ground and set clear boundaries. Your industry is getting more competitive so be ready to step up your game. Learn how to work smarter, not harder. Don't waste your energy on tasks that can be delegated. 

([?]) You start to see who your past financial decisions benefit your present. Your main job and side gig will keep you very busy but they generate satisfying incomes. A friend or cousin will bring you money opportunities. Unexpected expenses may pop up.

() Your love may face minor mix-ups and misunderstandings but a heartfelt talk can fix everything. You and your partner grow closer as you two pursue a healthier lifestyle that improves body and mind. Binge-watching may be replaced by a park run. Cross-cultural couples discuss which country should they settle down in. 

([?]) Someone from your work, gym or wellness centre may become interested in you. Whether you're flattered or unsure, be mindful with how you communicate with them. Talk with them too much you may lead them on. Talk too little and you may apprear rude.  

 Gemini

May 21 - Jun 20

([?]) You deliver more impact and maintain laser-sharp focus. Bigwigs will be on board with your ideas. You'll juggle resources, people and politics, handling all expectations with finesse. Every unexpected twist in your journey teaches or gives you something. Your surpass your old benchmarks.

([?]) A golden opportunity you missed out on is circling back with your name on it. Expect favourable results from your financial negotiations and financial decisions. Your wallet's getting bigger as your stress is dropping. One lingering debt is about to be history.  

() Disagreements will dissolve quickly. You manage to attend to your responsibilities and make time to make your partner feel appreciated. A lovely surprise awaits couples.  Your relationship is evolving into something deeper, stronger and more committed. 

([?]) You may fancy someone from work or a work-related social event. You two may want to get to know each other in secret to preempt being gossiped about by your colleagues. It's not a crime but doing so means one less thing you have to be concerned about. 

 Cancer

Jun 21 - Jul 22

([?]) Your instincts and imagination will be perfectly aligned, making it easier to decipher situations and find smart solutions. Managing all the moving parts will feel surprisingly easy. You surpass your own benchmarks and expectations. A new wave of hope and inspiration will fuel your vision, helping you spot new possibilities in your career or business. 

([?]) Money flows in smoothly, thanks to your hard hustle. An unexpected reward, treat or perk arrives. A friend from afar might drop a money-making opportunity that's big but challenging. You can easily cover essential expenses and/or get rid of one debt. Beware of tempting deals to avoid unnecessary splurges. 

() Work or family drama could stir tension and test your bond. You may wonder whether your dreams still align or start to drift apart. Your affection and care for each other remain intact, however. 

([?]) Your main character energy will turn heads in real life and online. If you're looking for a relationship only, watch out for players, scammers and fling-seekers. Protect your peace by setting firm boundaries. Find love at your own pace.

 Leo

Jul 23 - Aug 22

([?]) An urgent crisis or project will test your limits, but you can manage your energy, emotions and priorities like a seasoned pro. Your flexibility helps you deal with any chaos and disorder, while your people skills maintain peace between all parties. Progress may be too slow for you, but steady steps will eventually lead to success.

([?]) A golden opportunity you once missed out on could circle back and land in your lap. Valuable tips from someone in your network could help you spend smarter or sharpen your investment game. Travel abroad this week? Keep your valuables close and watch for nimble fingers.  

() Your relationship will feel less sweet and exciting. Work, responsibilities and conflicting schedules will pull you two apart. Minor miscommunications create small misunderstandings, but have no serious impact on your love. You might feel bored, yet the love and care remain. This rough patch shall soon pass. 

([?]) Still stuck on past love? You'll soon finally break free. Someone in your circle may become romantically interested in you, but you're unsure if this is good news. No worries. Your heart will tell you what it really needs when you give it room to breathe.

 Virgo

Aug 23 - Sept 22

([?]) Delays and roadblocks will finally be cleared as your projects progress more smoothly. You'll hit the targets you've been chasing. Managing team dynamics and everyone's expectations won't feel so difficult. You'll handle everyone with respect and kindness. A job interview coming up? Expect only good news. 

([?]) Negotiating your pay? You'll receive your true worth. An older ally in your network will drop insider info or hook you up with a sweet deal. You can cover your essential bills and afford to spend for joy. A close friend or relative might ask for a loan and your gut tells you that you won't get it back. 

() Money matters and future plans might trigger some heated discussions with your partner. One of you is getting serious about where the relationship is heading way more than the other, but you both care enough to work through this. 

([?]) Work or new scenery will bring you new faces, but none make your heart flutter. If you're in a situationship, expect zero progress and sharp clarity about your lifestyle differences. Truth is, letting them go won't cost you a sleepless night.

 Libra

Sept 23 - Oct 22

([?]) Overcoming challenges will bring the recognition you've been after. Expect collaborations inside and outside the office. You'll manage resources wisely and handle expectations from all directions with ease. You'll be the team's trusted guru and peacekeeper. Pitch your ideas and watch the bigwigs nod along.  

([?]) Your income will flow in more smoothly. Extra cash may pop up from a surprise source. You can cover both essentials and extra expenses with ease. You keep your spending in check and know how to treat yourself to little joys. If you're working on closing a deal, it'll soon be signed and sealed. 

() Work or family drama might rattle your relationship a little, resulting in tension between you two. Intense emotions could flare up while hidden truths get revealed. Your love will go through some tests, but it'll emerge stronger. 

([?]) You're in no rush to be in a relationship. You're happily single and in love with your freedom right now. You live your best life. Some of your friends may even become envious of your life.

 Scorpio

Oct 23 - Nov 21

([?]) Expect to expand your work scope and upgrade both tech and soft skills. You'll handle conflicts and challenges with calm composure and sharper clarity. Deadlines won't make you sweat, whether you're in the office or working remotely. A opportunity may come your way and it looks too good to pass up. Read the fine print carefully. Watch out for the stuff they're not telling you. 

([?]) Expect income delays and unexpected expenses like medical bills or home repairs. Say no to gambling. Beware of impulse buys. Don't lend to anyone right now. Prioritise your own financial well-being first. 

() A mutual friend might pull you both into their messy drama, creating unnecessary tension. Communication with your partner may be poor, leaving you feeling ignored. Still, small sulks will fade and one spontaneous moment together could reignite the sparks.  

([?]) An opportunity to get to know your crush presents itself. Enjoy their company but don't expect that they would reciprocate your feelings. They're trying you out to see if you can be more than their friend.

 Sagittarius

Nov22 - Dec 21

([?]) Hold on tight for a tsunami of surprises, threatening to drown your workplace in rumours, distrust and ego battles. Amid the chaos, the power and perks others crave could land in your lap. Friendly faces may shed their skin to reveal the snakes underneath. Turn their envy into fuel. Guard your brilliant ideas and secrets for success.

([?]) Your main gig and side hustle bring you more curveballs and complications, but you will see a sweet payoff if you stay patient. Your money management game will be on point. You can quickly adjust your financial plans to suit any situations Extra caution on Nov 10-11: investment leads may be fake or misleading.  

() Talking money with your honey will test your patience. You two may bump heads over spending styles and priorities, but love and compromise can smooth things out. Expect some QT and sweet moments. Romance heats up, passion runs wild. Just keep things vanilla in the bedroom to avoid an awkward hospital visit.  

([?]) Someone picture-perfect will dazzle you with sweet words and heart-racing moments. Yet their mysterious vibe might trigger your inner detective. Let yourself enjoy their company, but keep your radar switched on. Spot red flags before stepping further.

 Capricorn

Dec 22 - Jan 19

([?]) Higher-ups and clients will push for higher expectations and tight deadlines that'll test your limits. Surprise travel and impromptu pitches are also in the cards. You'll manage energy, resources and relationships with impressive efficiency. What looks like a crisis could become your career catapult.  

([?]) A wider network will unlock fresh income ideas you haven't considered before. A close friend may hand you a freelance opportunity. You can manage spending and saving with strong discipline. Your long term financial goals keep you motivated.  

() Couple time will shrink due to conflicting schedules. Miscommunications could snowballl into major fights. Speak with extra clarity. If you are secretly seeing someone on the side, brace yourself for drama. You may get exposed due to your own slip-up or their detective work. Well, you've made your bed.

([?]) Someone from work or a work-related social event shows romantic interest in you. It's better to get to know each other in secret to avoid gossipy colleagues. Also, a stranger might slide into your DMs with some flirty energy.

 Aquarius

Jan 20 - Feb 18

([?]) Sudden shifts will increase your workload with intricate, detail-heavy tasks. Expect paperwork delays and broken promises to help. You'll butt heads with your boss over methods and resources. Stay cool and collected. If you're job hunting, a chance to work in a new city or a whole new timezone may pop up.  

([?]) What you're expecting might not land.  Unexpected cash is on the cards but it isn't a jackpot. You'll tackle debt with intent and keep lifestyle inflation in check. Be more mindful of your phone and valuables when you go out.

() A party or trip together could spark jealousy when a bold stranger openly flirts with you or your partner. Old wounds and buried secrets will rattle your relationship. Heated arguments will flare up, then cool down into sweet reconciliation moments. Keep your cool when handling these emotional ups and downs.  

([?]) An opportunity to get close to your crush is on the cards but don't be too eager or too available for them. You like them more than they like you. A romance scammer may slide into your DMs. Keep your guard up.

 Pisces

Feb 19 - Mar 20

([?]) You'll pick up new tools and tech instantly and build a skill set that truly counts. Unexpected drama may be your chance to shine and show what you've got. Both your main job and side gig will keep you very busy. You'll still manage energy, relationships and deadlines with ease. 

([?]) Travel and new connections will spark income ideas you never consider before. You'll resist the urge to splurge and manage cash with sharp discipline. You're driven by long-term goals that keep you laser-focused and motivated. Your scamdar is on point, so scammers won't stand a chance.  

() A pleasant surprise or mini windfall will be heading your way as a couple. Disagreements and mismatched expectations might bubble up. A low-key moment together will spark unexpected romance and passion might ignite some daring new adventures between the sheets. 

([?]) Cupid's playing games with your heart. You'll feel instant sparks with a fresh face from a different culture. An old flame may circle back, stirring butterflies you thought were gone.
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                                TRAT -- A 60-year-old former soldier from Trat province has set out on a 345-kilometre walk to Bangkok to pay tribute to the late Her Majesty Queen Sirikit The Queen Mother. He expects to complete the journey in five days.
At 7am on Friday, Saiyud Wilai, a resident of tambon Thakum in Muang district, began his trek dressed in black and carrying a small backpack adorned with two national flags and a portrait of Her Majesty.

His destination is the Royal Hall of Dusit Maha Prasat Throne Hall at the Grand Palace, where he plans to pay his respects.

[image: Mr Saiyud Wilai, a resident of tambon Thakum in Muang district. (Photo: Jakkrit Waewkraihong)]
Mr Saiyud Wilai, a resident of tambon Thakum in Muang district. (Photo: Jakkrit Waewkraihong)



Mr Saiyud said he embarked on the walk from Thakum Border Patrol Police School as a personal mission dedicated to "the mother of the land".

He added that in 2016, he had undertaken a similar journey from Ubon Ratchathani to Sanam Luang to honour the late His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej The Great.

He plans to follow Sukhumvit Road for most of the route and expects to reach Bangkok within five days. Mr Saiyud said he welcomes offers of water or food from well-wishers along the way but will not accept any cash donations.
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                                NAKHON SAWAN -- A double-decker bus carrying secondary school students from Uttaradit overturned on the Phitsanulok-Nakhon Sawan Road around 10am on Friday, injuring several students. The driver claimed the brakes had locked.
Pol Lt Suwit Boonworanuch, an investigator at Nong Krot Police Station, received a report of the accident in Banphot Phisai district.

At the scene, officers found a double-decker, 10-wheel bus lying on its side off the road. The bus was carrying 48 Mathayom Suksa 3 (Grade 9) students, two teachers and two drivers en route to a field trip at Bueng Boraphet.

Most students sustained minor injuries, and no fatalities were reported. Local residents helped the students out of the bus and took them to Banphot Phisai Hospital.

Driver Prachuap Thongkert told police the vehicle overturned after the brakes locked. A breath alcohol test showed zero alcohol in his system.

A witness said he heard a loud noise similar to a tyre burst but suspected the driver might have fallen asleep, as the bus was travelling in the wrong lane on a long, straight section of road.

Police were investigating the exact cause of the accident.
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                                Thailand will not return 18 Cambodian soldiers captured during deadly border clashes until Phnom Penh meets agreed conditions, Defence Minister Gen Nattaphon Narkphanit said on Friday.

 







Gen Nattaphon said no specific date had been set for the release, though Nov 12 was a possible target if Cambodia withdrew heavy weapons from the frontier and allowed Thailand to conduct landmine clearance in five designated areas.

The minister did not specify the five locations earmarked for clearance but confirmed earlier that the area surrounding Prasat Ta Kwai was not among them.

He added that Cambodia had approached Thailand regarding efforts to meet the two conditions by next week -- earlier than the Nov 21 deadline.

"The quicker Cambodia fulfils the conditions, the quicker their soldiers will be released," Gen Nattaphon said at Government House.

Reports on Thursday suggested the prisoners of war would be freed on Nov 12 at the Ban Phak Kad checkpoint in Pong Nam Ron district, Chanthaburi.

The 18 soldiers were detained in the early hours of July 29 in Kantharalak district, Si Sa Ket province, following a clash between Thai and Cambodian troops over disputed border zones, despite an agreed ceasefire after July 28.

The peace accord, signed by Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul and his Cambodian counterpart Hun Manet in Kuala Lumpur on Oct 26, stipulates that prisoners of war will be released once both nations demonstrate "effective implementation" of measures to de-escalate border tensions.

"Further, as a demonstration of Thailand's desire to promote mutual confidence and trust, Thailand undertakes to promptly release the prisoners of war," the joint declaration states.
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                                WASHINGTON - Travelers faced mounting uncertainty over air travel in the United States after a directive to decrease flights at dozens of major airports went into effect on Friday.
The reduction has been touted as a solution to overcome air traffic safety concerns related to staff shortages linked to the record-length government shutdown that has dragged on for six weeks.

The Trump administration ordered airlines to decrease flights at 40 airports, including several major hubs, beginning Friday morning with a 4% reduction that is set to gradually increase to 10% next week.

Flight reductions are set to hit some of the country's busiest airports, including in Atlanta, Newark, Denver, Chicago, Houston and Los Angeles.

"This isn't about politics, it's about assessing the data and alleviating building risk in the system," said US Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy, pushing back against criticism that the order aims to increase pressure on Democrats to end the shutdown.

The government shutdown, which began on Oct 1 and is now the longest in history, has left tens of thousands of air traffic controllers, airport security staff and others without pay.

More than 800 flights scheduled for Friday were canceled, according to tracking website FlightAware, while major carrier American Airlines said in a statement that its scheduled reduction amounts to 220 flight cancellations each day.

Delta Airlines said it was axing about 170 flights scheduled for Friday, while broadcaster CNN reported Southwest Airlines nixed around 100 flights set for that day.

More than 6,800 US flights were delayed on Thursday with some 200 cancellations, FlightAware data showed, with passengers facing long lines at security checkpoints.

Travelers at Boston and Newark airports also faced average delays of more than two hours, and those at Chicago's O'Hare and Washington's Reagan National more than an hour.

Authorities said they wanted to act before an accident occurred.

"We're not going to wait for a safety problem to truly manifest itself, when the early indicators are telling us we can take action today to prevent things from deteriorating," said FAA Administrator Bryan Bedford.

- Peak travel season -

The reduction measures come as the country enters its busiest travel time of the year, with the Thanksgiving holiday just weeks away.

Millions of Americans are likely to face travel chaos amid a shortage of air traffic control personnel, although President Donald Trump's administration sought to reassure people that flying remains safe.

"It's safe to fly today, tomorrow, and the day after because of the proactive actions we are taking," Duffy said on social media late Thursday.

Implementing the order on short notice will be a challenge for airlines.

United Airlines and Delta, two of the country's largest carriers, said they are complying with the order adding that it would not affect their international routes.

United added earlier in the week that "hub-to-hub" flying would also not be affected, indicating cancellations might hit more local routes.

Federal agencies across the United States have been grinding to a halt since Congress failed to approve funding past Sept 30, with some 1.4 million federal workers, from air traffic controllers to national park rangers, still on enforced leave or working without pay.

Many in high-stress aviation-related jobs are now calling in sick and potentially working second jobs in order to pay their bills, Duffy said Wednesday.

FAA Administrator Bedford said the situation was unprecedented.

"I am not aware in my 35-year history in the aviation market where we've had a situation where we're taking these kinds of measures," he said Wednesday.

Bedford added: "Then again, we're in new territory in terms of government shutdowns."
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                                AL WALAJAH (PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES) - As guardian of the occupied West Bank's oldest olive tree, Salah Abu Ali prunes its branches and gathers its fruit even as violence plagues the Palestinian territory during this year's harvest.
"This is no ordinary tree. We're talking about history, about civilisation, about a symbol," the 52-year-old said proudly, smiling behind his thick beard in the village of Al-Walajah, south of Jerusalem.

Abu Ali said experts had estimated the tree to be between 3,000 and 5,500 years old. It has endured millennia of drought and war in this parched land scarred by conflict.

Around the tree's vast trunk and its dozen offshoots -- some named after his family members -- Abu Ali has cultivated a small oasis of calm.

A few steps away, the Israeli separation wall cutting off the West Bank stands five metres (16 feet) high, crowned with razor wire.

More than half of Al-Walajah's original land now lies on the far side of the Israeli security wall.

Yet so far the village has been spared the settler assaults that have marred this year's olive harvest, leaving many Palestinians injured.

Israel has occupied the West Bank since 1967, and some of the 500,000 Israelis living in the Palestinian territory have attacked farmers trying to access their trees almost every day this year since the season began in mid-October.

The Palestinian Authority's Colonisation and Wall Resistance Commission, based in Ramallah, documented 2,350 such attacks in the West Bank in October.

- 'Rooted in this land' -

Almost none of the perpetrators have been held to account by the Israeli authorities.

Israeli forces often disperse Palestinians with tear gas or block access to their own land, AFP journalists witnessed on several occasions.

But in Al-Walajah for now, Abu Ali is free to care for the tree. In a good year, he said, it can yield from 500 to 600 kilogrammes of olives.

This year, low rainfall led to slim pickings in the West Bank, including for the tree whose many nicknames include the Elder, the Bedouin Tree and Mother of Olives.

"It has become a symbol of Palestinian endurance. The olive tree represents the Palestinian people themselves, rooted in this land for thousands of years," said Al-Walajah mayor Khader Al-Araj.

The Palestinian Authority's agriculture ministry even recognised the tree as a Palestinian natural landmark and appointed Abu Ali as its official caretaker.

Most olive trees reach about three metres in height when mature. This one towers above the rest, its main trunk nearly two metres wide, flanked by a dozen offshoots as large as regular olive trees.

- 'Green gold' -

"The oil from this tree is exceptional. The older the tree, the richer the oil," said Abu Ali.

He noted that the precious resource, which he called "green gold", costs four to five times more than regular oil.

Tourists once came in droves to see the tree, but numbers have dwindled since the start of the war in Gaza in October 2023, Abu Ali said, with checkpoints tightening across the West Bank.

The village of Al-Walajah is not fully immune from the issues facing other West Bank communities.

In 1949, after the creation of Israel, a large portion of the village's land was taken, and many Palestinian families had to leave their homes to settle on the other side of the so-called armistice line.

After Israel's 1967 occupation, most of what remained was designated Area C -- under full Israeli control -- under the 1993 Oslo Accords, which were meant to lead to peace between Palestinians and Israelis.

But the designation left many homes facing demolition orders for lacking Israeli permits, a common problem in Area C, which covers 66% of the West Bank.

"Today, Al-Walajah embodies almost every Israeli policy in the West Bank: settlements, the wall, home demolitions, land confiscations and closures," mayor Al-Araj told AFP.

For now, Abu Ali continues to nurture the tree. He plants herbs and fruit trees around it, and keeps a guest book with messages from visitors in dozens of languages.

"I've become part of the tree. I can't live without it," he said.
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                                Fourteen suspects,  including Taiwanese nationals, have been arrested during a police-led crackdown operation on an online scam and gambling syndicate in Muang district of Si Sa Ket province.
A combined team of police and local officials arrested three Taiwanese men and 11 Thais - including four minors aged between 17 and 19 - during the raid in Muang district on Wednesday evening, Si Sa Ket police commander Pol Maj Gen Supachai Sakkarinpanitchakun told a press conference on Thursday. 

The operation targeted two rented houses at a housing estate in tambon Pho which were allegedly used as control centres for bank accounts and payment gateways linked to online gambling websites, said the provincial police chief.

The Taiwanese men were identified only as Chen, Wu, and Jheng. The 11 Thai suspects, aged between 17 and 23, included four minors aged 17-19. They were facing various charges under the Royal Decree on Measures for the Prevention and Suppression of Technology-Related Crimes.

Four suspects - the three Taiwanese nationals and one Thai - were charged with procuring, advertising, or disseminating information to facilitate the sale, rental, or lending of bank accounts, electronic cards, or e-wallets for use in committing technology-related or other criminal offences in violation of Section 10 of the decree.

The remaining suspects were charged with allowing others to use their bank accounts, electronic cards, or mobile phone numbers, knowing or having reasons to believe they would be used for criminal purposes, in violation of Section 9 of the same decree.

Additional charges were filed against a 21-year-old suspect for illegal possession of a firearm and carrying it in public without a sound reason. A 19-year-old suspect was charged with possession of a Category 2 narcotic (ketamine) for personal use. All 10 Thai suspects also tested positive for drug use and faced further charges 

The arresting team seized many items of evidence, including 110 mobile phones, 90 bank account books, multiple SIM cards, one homemade firearm, a sachet of ketamine, two motorcycles, three cars and a gold necklace.

All suspects and confiscated items have been handed over to police investigators at Si Sa Ket's Muang police station for legal action.
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                                TAIPEI, Taiwan -- China's newest and most advanced aircraft carrier, the Fujian, officially entered into service this week, the country's military announced Friday, bringing Beijing another step closer to its goal of rivaling American naval power in the region.
The Fujian, which features an electromagnetic catapult system for launching and landing aircraft, was commissioned for service Wednesday, when China's top leader, Xi Jinping, presided over the ceremony on Hainan, an island in the country's south, the Liberation Army Daily and other state-run news outlets announced.

Xi, dressed in army green in his role as chair of China's military, strode the deck of the carrier, inspecting aircraft and praising their pilots as heroes, video released by Chinese official media showed. Reports also said that Xi had "personally decided" that the Fujian should use the electromagnetic catapult equipment, a demanding technology that President Donald Trump recently railed against.

By deploying the Fujian, and with plans to construct more aircraft carriers, China is moving to assert dominance in the western Pacific, using the carriers and their accompanying forces to brandish power and intimidate adversaries, several experts said. The Fujian, the third of China's carriers, is its most ambitious effort so far. The ship was unveiled in 2022 but took years to become proficient enough to go officially into service.

China's aircraft carriers still lag behind those of the United States, both in number and sophistication. China now has three, all running on diesel, while the United States has 11, which are all nuclear powered. But the Fujian is the first Chinese carrier to approach the US carriers in size and capability.

Satellite images suggest that China is already building a fourth carrier. And plans are underway to keep expanding the fleet, possibly shifting to nuclear-powered carriers at some point, despite arguments that unmanned drones and precision missiles could make the ships obsolete.

"While unmanned systems are a trend, I don't believe they will pose a major, lethal threat to aircraft carriers within the next decade," said Jiang Hsin-biao, a researcher at the Institute for National Defense and Security Research in Taipei, which is supported by Taiwan's Ministry of National Defense. "Even the US is building new carriers, demonstrating their lasting value. The threats are relative and exist for both sides, whether it's China or the US," he said.

For Xi, the publicity around the commissioning of the Fujian may be a political salve after recent embarrassing revelations of corruption in the high ranks of the People's Liberation Army forces. China announced in October that nine senior officers had been dismissed and faced prosecution on charges of corruption and abuses of power. They included Gen. He Weidong, who was third in China's military hierarchy, after Xi and another commander.

The Fujian's main breakthrough is its electromagnetic catapult system for launching aircraft and slowing them to a halt when they land. The system appears similar to one used aboard the USS. Gerald R. Ford, the first of the United States' newest generation of aircraft carriers. But Trump late last month criticized the electromagnetic technology as unreliable and said he would order US carriers to go back to steam-propelled launchers.

"When we build aircraft carriers, it's steam for the catapults, and it's hydraulic for the elevators. We'll never have a problem, OK?" Trump said on a visit to the USS. George Washington, an aircraft carrier in Japan.

China's two earlier carriers, the Liaoning and the Shandong, use simpler takeoff and landing technology on decks with ski-jump-like prows. The new system could allow the Fujian to carry larger aircraft with bigger loads of weapons and to send the planes out faster with less wear on their frames.

The Fujian's deployment comes as tensions continue between China and Taiwan, an island democracy that has long rejected Beijing's claims of sovereignty. Some analysts foresee China using the Fujian as part of carrier groups, along with battleships and submarines, that could intimidate Taiwan or countries that have territorial disputes with Beijing, especially in the South China Sea.

It is unlikely that carriers would figure prominently into any initial military action by China against Taiwan, because the island is so close to the Chinese coast and its many air bases. But some experts believe China could eventually use aircraft carriers in a blockade of the island.

"These aircraft carriers are, of course, not aimed solely against Taiwan," Jiang said. "But if they're deployed in the Western Pacific, they could encircle Taiwan."

Operating large carriers far from China's shores and mastering the art of quickly sending out swarms of aircraft from their decks may take the Chinese Navy some time. But Beijing has signaled that it is determined to learn quickly. In September, Chinese military media showed footage of aircraft practicing takeoffs and landings from the Fujian.

But China is still some ways from becoming fully mature as a carrier power, Aita Moriki, a research fellow at Japan's National Institute for Defense Studies, wrote in an assessment of the Fujian published in early October. "Many technological and personnel challenges remain," he wrote.

This article originally appeared in The New York Times.

						
							
BREAKING: China's Fujian (Type 003) aircraft carrier is officially commissioned today with President Xi Jinping attending the ceremony. pic.twitter.com/yoP7ron0pZ

-- Li Zexin Li Ze Xin  (@XH_Lee23) November 7, 2025
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                                Thailand's cabinet has approved an extended five-day New Year holiday, adding Friday, Jan 2, 2026, as a special public holiday in a move aimed at stimulating domestic tourism and invigorating the national economy.
The New Year break will now span from Wednesday, Dec 31, 2025, through to Sunday, Jan 4, 2026.

The full holiday schedule includes New Year's Eve on Dec 31, New Year's Day on Jan 1, the newly declared special holiday on Jan 2, and the weekend of Jan 3-4. The Ministry of Tourism and Sports welcomed the move, saying it would help drive domestic travel and support local businesses still recovering from global economic headwinds.

"This extended break is not just about celebration--it's a strategic push to revitalise tourism and stimulate spending," a government spokesperson said. "We expect a surge in hotel bookings, transport usage and local commerce."

The cabinet also confirmed that Jan 2, 2026 will be recognised as a bank holiday, ensuring financial institutions will close nationwide. However, the private sector may observe the holiday differently. Employers are advised to communicate clearly with staff regarding company-specific policies. Labour officials noted that while the holiday is officially sanctioned, private companies retain discretion over its observance. Employees are encouraged to check with their HR departments or management teams to confirm their leave entitlements.

The Tourism Authority of Thailand is expected to launch promotional campaigns in the coming weeks to capitalise on the extended break, with special travel packages and events planned across major provinces.

Full list of 2026 official Thailand holidays

January


	Jan 1 (Thu) - New Year's Day

	Jan 2 (Fri) - Special Holiday



March


	Mar 3 (Tue) - Makha Bucha Day



April


	Apr 6 (Mon) - Chakri Memorial Day

	Apr 13 (Mon) - Songkran Festival

	Apr 14 (Tue) - Songkran Festival

	Apr 15 (Wed) - Songkran Festival



May


	May 1 (Fri) - National Labour Day

	May 4 (Mon) - Coronation Day

	May (TBA) - Visakha Bucha Day (date to be announced)



June


	Jun 1 (Mon) - H.M. Queen Suthida's Birthday

	Jun 3 (Wed) - H.M. Queen Suthida's Birthday (observed)



July


	Jul 28 (Tue) - H.M. King Maha Vajiralongkorn's Birthday

	Jul 29 (Wed) - Asarnha Bucha Day

	Jul 30 (Thu) - Buddhist Lent Day



August


	Aug 12 (Wed) - H.M. Queen Mother's Birthday / Mother's Day



October


	Oct 13 (Tue) - H.M. King Bhumibol Memorial Day

	Oct 23 (Fri) - King Chulalongkorn Memorial Day



December


	Dec 7 (Mon) - Substitute Holiday for Father's Day

	Dec 10 (Thu) - Constitution Day

	Dec 31 (Thu) - New Year's Eve
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                                Gold's impact on Thailand's currency has fallen to its weakest level in almost two years, a sign that policymakers' efforts to curb the baht's gains may finally be taking hold.
The baht's 60-day correlation with bullion dropped below 0.43 earlier this week, the lowest since November 2023. The 30- and 45-day correlations, which reflect near-term movements, have also slid toward their lowest levels since February, according to data compiled by Bloomberg.

Thai authorities have sought to weaken the baht's link with gold by encouraging bullion trades to settle in dollars and by considering a tax on physical trading. The currency's 60-day correlation with gold hit 0.8 in June -- the highest among emerging Asian currencies -- underscoring how closely the two had moved. Officials say the link helped fuel the baht's rally to a four-year high in September, pressuring exports and tourism just as manufacturers hit by US trade tariffs lost out to cheaper rivals such as Vietnam.

"The risk that fiscal or monetary measures may be implemented is a form of moral suasion, i.e., talk without the walk," said Kobsidthi Silpachai, head of capital market research at Kasikornbank Plc in Bangkok. That "appears to have discouraged speculators from engaging in the long gold, short USD/THB trade". 

The baht has slid about 2% since mid-September following the policymakers' actions, compared with a more than 8% rise in gold prices, according to data compiled by Bloomberg. 

To be sure, the decoupling may not be entirely due to government efforts. Asian currencies have been pressured by a rebound in the dollar, while China's yuan and the yen also act as anchors. 

"Correlation is never stationary -- even for THB-gold," said Christopher Wong, a strategist at Oversea-Chinese Banking Corp in Singapore. "Partially this can be attributed to effectiveness of jawboning" but other factors including broader risk sentiment are also at play, he said. 

The link may continue to weaken as authorities sustain efforts to blunt the baht's gains. According to Kasikornbank, one way could be for the central bank to intervene in the market by buying dollars and gold when bullion prices rise, helping to support the dollar-baht rate as long as Thailand's current account remains in surplus.

"It is about credibility," Kobsidthi said. "Or I think the authorities hope speculators move on to a new trade."
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                                Thailand will not return 18 Cambodian soldiers captured during deadly border clashes until Phnom Penh meets agreed conditions, Defence Minister Gen Nattaphon Narkphanit said on Friday.

 







Gen Nattaphon said no specific date had been set for the release, though Nov 12 was a possible target if Cambodia withdrew heavy weapons from the frontier and allowed Thailand to conduct landmine clearance in five designated areas.

The minister did not specify the five locations earmarked for clearance but confirmed earlier that the area surrounding Prasat Ta Kwai was not among them.

He added that Cambodia had approached Thailand regarding efforts to meet the two conditions by next week -- earlier than the Nov 21 deadline.

"The quicker Cambodia fulfils the conditions, the quicker their soldiers will be released," Gen Nattaphon said at Government House.

Reports on Thursday suggested the prisoners of war would be freed on Nov 12 at the Ban Phak Kad checkpoint in Pong Nam Ron district, Chanthaburi.

The 18 soldiers were detained in the early hours of July 29 in Kantharalak district, Si Sa Ket province, following a clash between Thai and Cambodian troops over disputed border zones, despite an agreed ceasefire after July 28.

The peace accord, signed by Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul and his Cambodian counterpart Hun Manet in Kuala Lumpur on Oct 26, stipulates that prisoners of war will be released once both nations demonstrate "effective implementation" of measures to de-escalate border tensions.

"Further, as a demonstration of Thailand's desire to promote mutual confidence and trust, Thailand undertakes to promptly release the prisoners of war," the joint declaration states.
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                                Thailand's cabinet has approved an extended five-day New Year holiday, adding Friday, Jan 2, 2026, as a special public holiday in a move aimed at stimulating domestic tourism and invigorating the national economy.
The New Year break will now span from Wednesday, Dec 31, 2025, through to Sunday, Jan 4, 2026.

The full holiday schedule includes New Year's Eve on Dec 31, New Year's Day on Jan 1, the newly declared special holiday on Jan 2, and the weekend of Jan 3-4. The Ministry of Tourism and Sports welcomed the move, saying it would help drive domestic travel and support local businesses still recovering from global economic headwinds.

"This extended break is not just about celebration--it's a strategic push to revitalise tourism and stimulate spending," a government spokesperson said. "We expect a surge in hotel bookings, transport usage and local commerce."

The cabinet also confirmed that Jan 2, 2026 will be recognised as a bank holiday, ensuring financial institutions will close nationwide. However, the private sector may observe the holiday differently. Employers are advised to communicate clearly with staff regarding company-specific policies. Labour officials noted that while the holiday is officially sanctioned, private companies retain discretion over its observance. Employees are encouraged to check with their HR departments or management teams to confirm their leave entitlements.

The Tourism Authority of Thailand is expected to launch promotional campaigns in the coming weeks to capitalise on the extended break, with special travel packages and events planned across major provinces.

Full list of 2026 official Thailand holidays

January


	Jan 1 (Thu) - New Year's Day

	Jan 2 (Fri) - Special Holiday



March


	Mar 3 (Tue) - Makha Bucha Day



April


	Apr 6 (Mon) - Chakri Memorial Day

	Apr 13 (Mon) - Songkran Festival

	Apr 14 (Tue) - Songkran Festival

	Apr 15 (Wed) - Songkran Festival



May


	May 1 (Fri) - National Labour Day

	May 4 (Mon) - Coronation Day

	May (TBA) - Visakha Bucha Day (date to be announced)



June


	Jun 1 (Mon) - H.M. Queen Suthida's Birthday

	Jun 3 (Wed) - H.M. Queen Suthida's Birthday (observed)



July


	Jul 28 (Tue) - H.M. King Maha Vajiralongkorn's Birthday

	Jul 29 (Wed) - Asarnha Bucha Day

	Jul 30 (Thu) - Buddhist Lent Day



August


	Aug 12 (Wed) - H.M. Queen Mother's Birthday / Mother's Day



October


	Oct 13 (Tue) - H.M. King Bhumibol Memorial Day

	Oct 23 (Fri) - King Chulalongkorn Memorial Day



December


	Dec 7 (Mon) - Substitute Holiday for Father's Day

	Dec 10 (Thu) - Constitution Day

	Dec 31 (Thu) - New Year's Eve
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                                All eyes will be on Supachalasai National Stadium on Saturday as a little-known school from Chachoengsao prepares to play in the final of the Student Football Sevens tournament.
"Please cheer and give support for Monthongwittaya School," the school wrote in a Facebook post on Thursday.

The secondary school in Bang Nam Prieo district has captured national attention after the underdogs edged the powerhouse Dhepsirin School 7-6 in Tuesday's quarter-finals, then dethroned two-time former champions Assumption College Sriracha 6-3 on Thursday to earn their first-ever place in the final.

On their way, Monthongwittaya also defeated top-ranked Assumption College Thonburi. Their opponents in Saturday's decider are Chai Nat PAO, a team sponsored by the Provincial Administration Organisation in Chai Nat.

[image: Monthongwittaya footballers pose for a photo at Supachalasai National Stadium. (Photo: Supplied via Monthongwittaya School Facebook account)]
Monthongwittaya footballers pose for a photo at Supachalasai National Stadium. (Photo: Monthongwittaya School Facebook account)



"Monthongwittaya never gives up," the school's football club declared before facing Assumption College Sriracha.

With only 523 students, Monthongwittaya School is dwarfed by big names like Dhepsirin and Assumption College Sriracha. Regarded as outsiders, they have defied the odds to reach the brink of glory in the Channel 7-hosted competition.

Adding to their underdog charm is their coach, Sakol Kliengprasert, who personally drives an ageing school songthaew to ferry his players roughly 70 kilometres to matches -- and back -- while big schools arrive in luxury buses with drivers.

The story of the team, their coach, and the old songthaew has gone viral, winning the hearts of netizens. Some dubbed it "the bus of dream chasers," while others said, "this old songthaew has overtaken every other bus in the contest."

"If you want your kids to dare to dream, you have to take them to the pitch first," Mr Sakol told Siamsport, explaining why he drives them himself.

[image: Coach Sakol Kliengprasert trains his boys at an unidentified pitch. (Photo: Supplied via Monthongwittaya School Facebook account)]
Coach Sakol Kliengprasert trains his boys on the Supachalasai National Stadium pitch. (Photo: Monthongwittaya School Facebook account)



He can do magic

Much of the credit goes to their dedicated coach. Sakol previously led Surasakmontree School to three titles in the same tournament -- in 2015, 2017 and 2018.

After retiring, he was hired to train a team in Chai Nat before being approached by Monthongwittaya to build a football team from scratch three years ago. His effort has now borne fruit, with his boys just one step away from the trophy -- and fittingly, standing in their way is a team from Chai Nat.

"Your support will help our kids to run until they drop," he said before Thursday's match against Assumption College Sriracha.

One thing is certain: a convoy of buses packed with Monthongwittaya fans from Bang Nam Prieo will once again trail behind the school's iconic songthaew to Supachalasai National Stadium on Saturday -- as they have for every match so far.
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                                The Thai Digital Asset Association (TDA) has urged the next government to maintain consistent support for the digital asset industry, warning the country risks losing ground in the regional race for blockchain innovation and foreign investment.
Thailand has dropped to 17th in the Global Crypto Adoption Index from its peak at eighth, lagging several regional peers including Vietnam, Indonesia and Singapore, according to TDA president Nares Laopannarai.

Global recognition of digital assets has surged, particularly following US President Donald Trump's endorsement of digital finance and the passage of the Genius Act, which allows the issuance of fully dollar-backed stablecoins.

This policy shift encouraged governments, banks, fintech firms and private corporations worldwide to explore or issue their own stablecoins.

In Asia, Hong Kong, South Korea, Japan, Vietnam and Malaysia are all strengthening their regulatory and policy frameworks to integrate digital assets into their national digital economy strategies.

"In contrast, momentum in Thailand has slowed, even though earlier initiatives such as G-Token and the concept of crypto debit cards for retail payments showed the country's potential to merge digital assets with traditional finance," said Mr Nares.

"In other Southeast Asian countries, national leaders themselves are the driving force behind digital asset policy. Thailand was once a regional pioneer with one of the world's first comprehensive digital asset laws. But to keep pace, the incoming government must ensure digital asset promotion remains a key national agenda item."

Thailand remains well-positioned thanks to its clear regulatory framework, covering custodian requirements, anti-money laundering standards, and token fundraising rules, which aligns closely with international best practices, he said.

These facets could still attract major global players if policies are structured to encourage investment and innovation, said Mr Nares.

"If the government strengthens its regulatory and promotional framework, Thailand could regain its place among the world's top 10 countries in digital asset adoption," he said.

The TDA together with Cryptomind Group Holdings is holding Thailand Blockchain Week 2025 this weekend, the eighth edition of the event since 2018.

"We believe Thailand Blockchain Week 2025 will demonstrate the true potential of the Thai digital asset industry to the world," said Mr Nares. "It will attract foreign investment, strengthen local businesses, and help position Thailand as a competitive force in the global digital economy."
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                                Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul says his government will not protect any wrongdoer -- regardless of rank -- but says anyone naming suspects in scam-related cases must present solid evidence to the authorities.
Mr Anutin made the remarks as he presided over the signing ceremony of a memorandum of understanding (MoU) on cooperation in preventing and suppressing technology-related crimes, signed by 15 public and private sector agencies on Thursday.

Speaking on behalf of the government and senior civil servants from various state agencies, state enterprises, and private organisations, Mr Anutin said the MoU marks a significant milestone in Thailand's collective effort to declare war on online crime and should not be taken lightly, as the economy's health was at stake.

"This is a war we must win," he said, "to protect every citizen from scammers who are undermining our nation.

"The actions of these criminals are eroding our country's potential, reputation, and public confidence."

He said damage to Thailand's image and reputation directly affects investor and tourist confidence and has severe repercussions for the national economy.

"The hidden costs of technological crime are immeasurable," he said.

Mr Anutin emphasised this issue is among the nation's top security priorities. The government has declared cybercrime a national agenda item, pledging to prevent and eradicate it completely.

He said the government is ready to provide full support -- including budgetary funding, technological tools, and policy resources -- to ensure tangible and lasting results in the fight against online scams.

The goal, he added, is to make Thailand a safe zone free from scammers and a forbidden land for all forms of fraud.

Asked about reports that some police had accepted bribes from scammers, Mr Anutin countered: "Is there anyone higher than Big Tai [Pol Gen Kittharath Punpetch, the national police chief]? If not, then I have no concerns."

When asked about the opposition's claims alleging that certain politicians were involved in scams, Mr Anutin replied the government operates based on intelligence and observed behaviour, in accordance with its official duties.

"Anyone who needs the government's backing in this mission needs only to say the word.

"It is my duty to make everything possible so that the agencies under your supervision can carry out decisive prevention and suppression. No one is untouchable," Mr Anutin said.
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                                Military forces should persist in efforts to reclaim Prasat Ta Kwai in Surin province to honour fallen soldiers and safeguard national sovereignty, former Second Army Region commander Lt Gen Boonsin Padklang said on Thursday.
Lt Gen Boonsin, now serving as an adviser to the commander-in-chief of the Royal Thai Army, encouraged military personnel to continue efforts to reclaim the ancient temple, which is one of the key disputed areas with neighbouring Cambodia.

There were many ways to pursue the mission, he said.

Lt Gen Boonsin made the remarks during a forum with war veterans and territorial defence students organised by the War Veterans Organisation of Thailand.

The event, held at the Army Club in Bangkok to commemorate the courage and sacrifice of Thai soldiers who served in World War I, featured an exhibition, lectures by military historians, and a tribute ceremony for soldiers who died in the recent Thai-Cambodian border conflict. It also sought to inspire young cadets by highlighting Thailand's military heritage and the bravery of past generations.

Lt Gen Boonsin said he had not anticipated that the clashes between Thai and Cambodian forces along the border would escalate into what he described as Thailand's most significant modern military engagement. He expressed pride in his service and paid tribute to the 16 Thai soldiers who lost their lives during the recent conflict.

Though retired since Sept 30, he said he remains committed to fostering patriotism and continues to engage with citizens who share his dedication to the nation, religion and monarchy. He also urged the younger generation to uphold these enduring values.

Recounting past border incidents, Lt Gen Boonsin accused Cambodian troops of repeatedly crossing into Thai territory, actions he said disrespected Thai forces and compelled Thailand to respond with stronger measures.

He admitted, however, that his options at the time were limited due to international scrutiny.

Meanwhile, Army spokesman Maj Gen Winthai Suvaree on Thursday said Thailand and Cambodia continue to cooperate under a joint action plan to remove heavy weapons and landmines along the border.

He said Thai patrols during Nov 2-3 discovered and safely disposed of two PMN-2 mines near Chong An Ma Pass in Ubon Ratchathani province.

Overall, the situation remained calm, he said, with no signs of interference or abnormal activity from the Cambodian side.

He said Thai authorities are prioritising careful communication and close coordination with Cambodia to support commitments made during the recent Asean Summit.
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                                Tourists arriving in Thailand will soon be able to convert their digital assets into baht to spend during trips under the Tourist DigiPay initiative as authorities look to capitalise on the peak season.
Under an initiative jointly developed by the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), the Bank of Thailand and the Anti-Money Laundering Office (Amlo), a regulated digital payment system allows foreign visitors to convert digital assets into baht to spend during their time here.

Tourist DigiPay is expected to support the tourism sector while maintaining strict anti-money laundering (AML) safeguards.

Tourists can top up their wallet to 500,000 baht a month per account, according to the SEC's Digital Asset Policy Department.

"The project will provide an alternative payment option for foreign travellers and promotes wider use of digital innovation in the Thai economy," the regulator said, adding the rollout includes robust risk management and AML controls to prevent misuse of cryptocurrencies and grey digital assets.

Nirun Fuwattananukul, chief executive of Binance TH by Gulf Binance, said the project is a forward-looking initiative that positions Thailand as an innovative country embracing new technologies such as digital assets.

While many countries are beginning to allow crypto payments, Thailand is taking a pragmatic approach through a regulatory sandbox, converting crypto into baht for use in a controlled and compliant way, said Mr Nirun.

"As one of the world's top tourist destinations with advanced digital infrastructure, Thailand is the perfect testbed for this project. Only by experimenting in real-world settings can we truly understand the risks and learn how to mitigate them effectively," he told the Bangkok Post.

The SEC, central bank and Amlo have taken measures to safeguard the public from money laundering, said Mr Nirun.

THE PROCESS

The process begins with know your customer and customer due diligence procedures as mandatory steps for all licensed digital asset and e-money service providers.

These involve verifying customers' identities and the purposes of transactions through documentation and biometric data to ensure compliance with high-risk standards set by Amlo.

Once verified, tourists can open two linked wallets -- a digital asset wallet and a tourist e-money wallet -- allowing seamless conversion of crypto into baht for spending.

Digital asset operators must use blockchain forensic tools to trace and analyse transaction histories, identify suspicious wallets, and detect potential links to illegal activities or money laundering, the SEC said in a statement.

Payments through PromptPay QR codes are capped at 500,000 baht a month per account for merchant QR codes, and 50,000 baht a month per account for small vendors using personal QR codes.

"These caps are consistent with the average spending pattern of international tourists, which is roughly 5,000 baht a day, and will ensure funds are used only for legitimate tourism-related activities," noted the regulator.

Tourist DigiPay cannot be used at high-risk businesses, such as gold or jewellery shops, amulet and antique dealers, casinos, or entertainment venues, all of which are commonly monitored for potential money laundering, said the SEC.

If a balance remains in a tourist wallet when visitors leave Thailand, they must convert the unused funds back into digital assets via the same licensed provider used upon entry. The refunded amount must not exceed the initial digital assets exchanged into baht.

The pilot programme is slated to run for 18 months.

"The scheme will support and strengthen the competitiveness of local small businesses and merchants, while fostering broader adoption of regulated digital finance by ensuring the platform does not become a channel for illicit money flows," said the SEC.
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                                Credit card spending during the final quarter of the year is expected to remain subdued, in line with the economy, despite the government's implementation of stimulus measures.
According to Yuttachai Teyarachakul, managing director and head of personal financial services at UOB Thailand, although several stimulus measures were enacted to lift domestic consumption, particularly the "Khon La Khrueng Plus" co-payment programme, it is too early to assess the impact on consumer spending in the fourth quarter.

He said spending via UOB Thailand's credit cards remained steady during the first nine months of this year compared with the end of last year, and the bank expects credit card spending to remain unchanged in the final quarter.

Overall credit card spending grew 2-3% for the first nine months this year, said Mr Yuttachai.

"For the first nine months, UOB Thailand recorded growth in spending, especially among upper-income customers [those earning at least 200,000 baht per month], across three categories: dining, travel and luxury products," he said.

Mr Yuttachai said the bank emphasised asset quality this year and slowed new card acquisitions in light of heightened economic risks.

This approach allowed UOB Thailand to maintain its credit card non-performing loan ratio below the market average of around 2%.

In a related development, UOB's Asean Consumer Sentiment Study 2025 revealed 45% of consumers made more purchases via social media platforms over the past 12 months, though 47% are taking longer to make purchasing decisions.

Many users now join live-streams for entertainment, product comparison and price evaluation -- delaying purchases but strengthening brand engagement and awareness, the survey found.

Atis Ruchirawat, head of Krungsri Consumer, an unsecured lending unit under Krungsri (Bank of Ayudhya), said the bank expects continued contraction in both credit card and personal loan portfolios this year, following a similar trend during the first nine months.

However, Krungsri projects modest growth in credit card spending.

During the first nine months of 2025, total spending via Krungsri credit cards reached 286 billion baht, up 1% year-on-year.

The bank expects total card spending to reach 400 billion baht by year-end, representing growth of around 2%.

He said the government's personal income tax deduction scheme for domestic tourism should also stimulate spending in tourism-related sectors, particularly restaurants.
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									The sweet side of Thai life

									Asia's Best Pastry Chef 2025 Dej Kewkacha on the contemporary interpretation of Thai desserts at Kao Nom
								

									With the evolution of Thai cuisine, it is natural that desserts also move into 2025, especially with evolving tastes and preferences.
									Enter Asia's Best Pastry Chef 2025, Dej Kewkacha, who is on a mission to modernise Thai desserts and take them to the global stage.

"If you trace the history of Thai word for sweets, kao means rice and nom means milk and when put together, it became kanom in Thai. Since Thailand is famous for rice, I saw the potential to develop rice milk into desserts. Traditionally, in Thailand, we only use sticky rice in desserts, but we can do much more than using rice. Hence, I named the contemporary Thai dessert brand Kao Nom," says chef Dej.

[image: Custard Pudding is a three-layered taro custard.]
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"I actually started the research of Kao Nom during the pandemic. Initially, I selected some 20 special rice varieties from every province, but ended up with six, including white and red jasmine rice, Sang Yod rice from Thale Noi, Phatthalung, and Bue Kee and Bue Sakor rice, local varieties of the Karen from Chiang Mai. I also only use local ingredients, such as Thai chocolate from Chiang Mai, which has been grown from seedlings for more than 30 years, and Doi Manee Phruek coffee from Nan grown by the Hmong people, who revived a floating sawmill into Thailand's best coffee plantation.

"I also chose coffee husk tea from Loei and source only from Thai farmers. Kao Nom also prioritises sustainability and has a zero waste approach when possible. We've transformed waste materials from coconut shells, rice husks and corn into cutlery and tableware. Our staff uniforms are upcycled from rice husks and our menus are printed on paper made from discarded rice husks."

The chef, however, is no stranger to using rice in his desserts. Under the Kyo Roll En brand, he used rice for the famous Cocorice Japanese roll cake during Covid.

"Since that roll cake was such a hit, I decided to use rice milk in my desserts and even in Kao Nom's signature drinks," he adds.

[image: Above  The Cocorice Roll Set is one of Kao Nom's signature desserts. Photos: Somchai Poomlard]
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The Cocorice Roll Set is one of Kao Nom's signature desserts. Sang Yod Rice, young coconut cream and coconut milk are used for the roll cake, which is served with a soft-serve Sang Yod Rice ice cream and a rice cracker made from three varieties of rice. The ice cream has a tiny addition of salt since the chef isn't a fan of sweet desserts and prefers them a tad savoury.

"The roll uses everything from the coconut; the flesh from young coconut, coconut milk and macapuno coconut," adds the chef.

"In Thailand, we rarely cook rice by boiling it on the stove. The water that the rice is boiled in is full of nutrients, so I used that rice water to brew tea and have created a rice drink."

This is reflected in the signature drink, Rice Milk Tea, which uses Ceylon tea brewed in rice water and topped with soft rice milk foam.

"Thai desserts have so much potential. I have been creating Japanese desserts for 16-17 years now and since I am Thai, it was time for me to come back to my roots," asserts chef Dej.

[image: Right  Kao Nom showcases how contemporary traditional Thai desserts can be.]
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"Everyone thinks of mango sticky rice as the quintessential Thai dessert, but I want to change the narrative on Thai desserts and modernise traditional ones. Thai desserts have a rich, long history and could be another soft power for Thailand. Enough talk about tom yum goong or pad Thai; it is time for Thai desserts to be in the world spotlight."

However, he doesn't veer far from his craft and uses Japanese techniques to create desserts at Kao Nom. For the Pandan tart, French techniques are used to make the base.

"We use coconut sugar from Phetchaburi and pandan to make the ganache. In Southeast Asia and Thailand we are used to eating bread and pandan, but here I've taken that idea and turned it into a pandan ganache tart. This is my approach at Kao Nom," says chef Dej.

The tart has pandan "kaya", pandan cake, coconut cream and is a modern version of sangkhaya or Thai pandan custard.

Easily the most innovative drink on Kao Nom's menu and, dare I say, in Thailand, is the Thai Rice Matcha, which isn't matcha at all but is made from young rice plants, which are green and lend the colour to the "matcha". The chef has even reinterpreted a dessert he created at his first event in Japan.

[image: The sweet side of Thai life]


"I was the only dessert chef at the Cook Japan Project and I wanted to do something that is Japanese, but tasted Thai. So I thought of doing something like uni but it's actually made of foi thong, the egg custard. I used sticky rice and coconut and the wasabi is made from pandan and white beans. The shoyu is made from longan and I rolled it out in front of customers," he explains.

The Uni Onigiri is hand-rolled table-side and may look like a Japanese onigiri, until you taste it. "Since this was the first dessert that people knew me for, I had to bring it back and it connects to rice."

The most refreshing dessert on the menu is the seasonal one. The Rainy Parfait is made with pink guava ice cream, pink guava and basil granita, torch ginger flower jelly, Siam Ruby pomelo and salt and chilli.

"The concept of this comes from the fact that Thais love to eat fresh fruits, which rotate according to the seasons. My seasonal dessert follows a colour that changes according to the fruits of the season," explains chef Dej.

For the winter menu, there will be Chiang Mai strawberry and custard apple, and mayong chit or Marian plum will also feature when in season. "We might even change often in one season and may showcase two or three different mangoes when in season."

Ice came to the Thailand during the reign of King Rama IV, and during the reign of King Rama V, shaved ice in desserts became popular. This was the reason, chef Dej decided to put shaved ice on the menu at Kao Nom despite having a brand that offers only kakigori.

"When I was young, I liked eating the traditional Thai-style shaved ice or nam kang sai, which usually is a bowl of shaved ice with various syrups and toppings. I wanted to recreate that nostalgia in my way," he says.

At Kao Nom, Taro Kakigori with fresh taro sauce mochi and taro chips is on offer, along with Chocolate Kakigori with 74% Thai organic chocolate from Chiang Mai, a jade mochi and pandan froth.

Sourcing cacao pods from his supplier, the chef's Cacao Story comes to life. In the pod, there is triple chocolate ice cream, dark chocolate granita, longan jam and som saa. Also, following the zero-waste principle, is the Makrut dessert. Chocolate ganache is piped into a hollowed-out kaffir lime shell, sprinkled with spicy dried larb powder. Custard Pudding, which is a three-layered taro custard is served in an empty egg shell and comes in an egg carton.

The Bangkok Banana is a modern take kanom kluay or steamed banana and coconut cake.

"In Thailand, bananas are famous in almost every region -- bananas from Kamphaeng Phet are best eaten fresh or dried, and the Pearl banana from the Northeast is best roasted. This is my take on a Thai banana. It is a three-layer banana cake served creme brulee-style. I scoop out the banana from the peel and use the peel to plate the dessert," says the chef.

Kao Nom also makes seasonal preserves and jams that are served with Thai toast, which is a sourdough brioche. Currently being served with longan, pandan and bilimbi.

Despite wanting people to experience more Thai desserts than just mango sticky rice, it has made its way to Kao Nom's menu, but in chef Dej's unique style. It is presented as a layered cake with sticky rice, fresh mango, mango pudding, fresh coconut jelly and coconut sauce in a hollowed-out, edible whole young coconut.

"Kao Nom not only showcases how contemporary traditional Thai desserts can be, but it also shows how versatile Thai ingredients are, as well. I want people outside of Thailand to know more about our desserts, because everyone talks about Thai food, but rarely talks about Thai desserts, save for mango sticky rice," says chef Dej.

Thai dessert histroy

Thai desserts are more than just sweet conclusions to a meal -- they are an art form and a cultural identity passed down through generations.

From the ancient Trai Phum Phra Ruang (Three Worlds According To King Ruang) of the Sukhothai era, which documented desserts made from flour and sugar, to the golden age of Thai confections during the reign of King Narai The Great, when Maria Guyomar de Pinha (Thao Thong Kip Ma or the Queen of Thai Sweets) introduced egg yolks and whites into Thai sweets, each period marked a significant evolution in Thai dessert history.

In the early Rattanakosin era, Thai desserts became refined palace art, famously celebrated in King Rama II's royal poem Kap He Chom Khrueang Khao Wan (The Poem Of Savoury And Sweet Dishes).
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                                Disaster mitigation authorities have warned people in Bangkok and 65 provinces of possible flooding from Friday to Sunday due to incoming Storm Kalmaegi.
The warning includes the capital and 10 Central Plains provinces along the fast-flowing Chao Phraya River.

The Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation (DDPM) said on Thursday that the Chao Phraya was flowing at 3,050 to 3,250 cubic metres per second upstream from the Chao Phraya barrage in Chai Nat province.

To cope, the Royal Irrigation Department raised the discharge rate at the barrage from 2,500 cu m/sec to 2,700 cu m/sec. During the severe flooding in 2011, the Chao Phraya River flowed through the barrage at the rate of 3,703 cu m/sec.

Consequently, the level of the Chao Phraya downstream from the barrage will rise by 60-90 centimetres in low-lying areas without embankments, the DDPM said on Thursday.

Apart from Bangkok, the department issued flood warnings for Uthai Thani, Chai Nat, Sing Buri, Ang Thong, Suphan Buri, Ayutthaya, Lop Buri, Pathum Thani, Samut Prakan and Nonthaburi. The main focus will be on low-lying communities without embankment protection.

The capital and 10 Central Plains provinces represent just a few of the provinces nationwide that have been alerted to possible flooding from Friday to Sunday, as the Meteorological Department expects weakening Typhoon Kalmaegi to reach northeastern Thailand on Friday.

The warnings for 65 provinces cover the entirety of the North, Northeast, Central Plains and East, and some southern provinces on the west (Andaman) coast.

Vietnam closes airports

As of Thursday afternoon, Vietnam had been forced to shut down six airports as Typhoon Kalmaegi approached landfall in the country's central regions, the government said in a statement.

The closure of the Buon Ma Thuot, Pleiku, Tuy Hoa, Chi Lai Phu Cat and Lien Khuong airports will affect hundreds of flights, the statement said. 

[image: Areas under the flood warning this weekend are shown in blue. Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation]
Areas under a flood warning for the coming weekend are shown in blue. (Map: Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation)
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                                Gold's impact on Thailand's currency has fallen to its weakest level in almost two years, a sign that policymakers' efforts to curb the baht's gains may finally be taking hold.
The baht's 60-day correlation with bullion dropped below 0.43 earlier this week, the lowest since November 2023. The 30- and 45-day correlations, which reflect near-term movements, have also slid toward their lowest levels since February, according to data compiled by Bloomberg.

Thai authorities have sought to weaken the baht's link with gold by encouraging bullion trades to settle in dollars and by considering a tax on physical trading. The currency's 60-day correlation with gold hit 0.8 in June -- the highest among emerging Asian currencies -- underscoring how closely the two had moved. Officials say the link helped fuel the baht's rally to a four-year high in September, pressuring exports and tourism just as manufacturers hit by US trade tariffs lost out to cheaper rivals such as Vietnam.

"The risk that fiscal or monetary measures may be implemented is a form of moral suasion, i.e., talk without the walk," said Kobsidthi Silpachai, head of capital market research at Kasikornbank Plc in Bangkok. That "appears to have discouraged speculators from engaging in the long gold, short USD/THB trade". 

The baht has slid about 2% since mid-September following the policymakers' actions, compared with a more than 8% rise in gold prices, according to data compiled by Bloomberg. 

To be sure, the decoupling may not be entirely due to government efforts. Asian currencies have been pressured by a rebound in the dollar, while China's yuan and the yen also act as anchors. 

"Correlation is never stationary -- even for THB-gold," said Christopher Wong, a strategist at Oversea-Chinese Banking Corp in Singapore. "Partially this can be attributed to effectiveness of jawboning" but other factors including broader risk sentiment are also at play, he said. 

The link may continue to weaken as authorities sustain efforts to blunt the baht's gains. According to Kasikornbank, one way could be for the central bank to intervene in the market by buying dollars and gold when bullion prices rise, helping to support the dollar-baht rate as long as Thailand's current account remains in surplus.

"It is about credibility," Kobsidthi said. "Or I think the authorities hope speculators move on to a new trade."
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                                Vietjet Thailand has become the first low-cost Thai carrier to operate flights with a 1% blend of sustainable aviation fuel (SAF), while it awaits the delivery of more fuel-efficient Boeing 737-8 jets delayed due to the US government shutdown.
Woranate Laprabang, chief executive of Vietjet Thailand, said the Bangkok-Phu Quoc route started using the SAF blend yesterday, with usage expected to expand to other routes next year, such as from Bangkok to Cam Ranh and Danang.

He said SAF could reduce carbon emissions by up to 80% compared with the commonly used A-1 jet fuel.

Following the International Civil Aviation Organization's standard, the airline aims to use SAF blending of 5% across all routes by 2030, helping to reduce carbon emissions by 153,000 tonnes over the next six years.

The airline plans to sign a memorandum of understanding with PTT Oil and Retail Business Plc to ensure sufficient supply in the future.

Even though SAF costs more than twice the price of Jet A-1, it should not significantly impact passenger airfares as the blending portion is only 1%, he said.

With its entire fleet expected to change to Boeing B737-8s, he said the new aircraft model would cut fuel consumption by more than 15% compared to existing Airbus A320s.

However, the first delivery has been postponed four times this year, with the latest obstacle stemming from the US government shutdown, which is now the longest in American history.

Mr Woranate said the airline has been told that the first two planes would be delivered this month.

These planes will take 2-3 weeks for registration and should be ready to operate before Christmas this year.

The airline hopes to receive another five aircraft in December, and another two in January, a month behind schedule.

For the whole of next year, the airline should receive 13 new planes, followed by more than 10 jets in 2027 to fulfil its goal of having 50 aircraft by 2028.

As thousands of passengers were impacted by rescheduled flights due to delayed delivery, including direct routes from Bangkok to Tokyo (Narita) and Osaka, Mr Woranate said the airline would ensure that those tickets were fully refunded or rerouted to other connecting flights on Vietjet networks.

Vietjet Thailand will also launch new flights in the next few months, such as from Bangkok to Nakhon Si Thammarat in December.

For India, the airline is planning services to Ahmedabad and Kolkata, and adding Cam Ranh in Vietnam in January next year.
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                                The Thai Digital Asset Association (TDA) has urged the next government to maintain consistent support for the digital asset industry, warning the country risks losing ground in the regional race for blockchain innovation and foreign investment.
Thailand has dropped to 17th in the Global Crypto Adoption Index from its peak at eighth, lagging several regional peers including Vietnam, Indonesia and Singapore, according to TDA president Nares Laopannarai.

Global recognition of digital assets has surged, particularly following US President Donald Trump's endorsement of digital finance and the passage of the Genius Act, which allows the issuance of fully dollar-backed stablecoins.

This policy shift encouraged governments, banks, fintech firms and private corporations worldwide to explore or issue their own stablecoins.

In Asia, Hong Kong, South Korea, Japan, Vietnam and Malaysia are all strengthening their regulatory and policy frameworks to integrate digital assets into their national digital economy strategies.

"In contrast, momentum in Thailand has slowed, even though earlier initiatives such as G-Token and the concept of crypto debit cards for retail payments showed the country's potential to merge digital assets with traditional finance," said Mr Nares.

"In other Southeast Asian countries, national leaders themselves are the driving force behind digital asset policy. Thailand was once a regional pioneer with one of the world's first comprehensive digital asset laws. But to keep pace, the incoming government must ensure digital asset promotion remains a key national agenda item."

Thailand remains well-positioned thanks to its clear regulatory framework, covering custodian requirements, anti-money laundering standards, and token fundraising rules, which aligns closely with international best practices, he said.

These facets could still attract major global players if policies are structured to encourage investment and innovation, said Mr Nares.

"If the government strengthens its regulatory and promotional framework, Thailand could regain its place among the world's top 10 countries in digital asset adoption," he said.

The TDA together with Cryptomind Group Holdings is holding Thailand Blockchain Week 2025 this weekend, the eighth edition of the event since 2018.

"We believe Thailand Blockchain Week 2025 will demonstrate the true potential of the Thai digital asset industry to the world," said Mr Nares. "It will attract foreign investment, strengthen local businesses, and help position Thailand as a competitive force in the global digital economy."
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                                Tourists arriving in Thailand will soon be able to convert their digital assets into baht to spend during trips under the Tourist DigiPay initiative as authorities look to capitalise on the peak season.
Under an initiative jointly developed by the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), the Bank of Thailand and the Anti-Money Laundering Office (Amlo), a regulated digital payment system allows foreign visitors to convert digital assets into baht to spend during their time here.

Tourist DigiPay is expected to support the tourism sector while maintaining strict anti-money laundering (AML) safeguards.

Tourists can top up their wallet to 500,000 baht a month per account, according to the SEC's Digital Asset Policy Department.

"The project will provide an alternative payment option for foreign travellers and promotes wider use of digital innovation in the Thai economy," the regulator said, adding the rollout includes robust risk management and AML controls to prevent misuse of cryptocurrencies and grey digital assets.

Nirun Fuwattananukul, chief executive of Binance TH by Gulf Binance, said the project is a forward-looking initiative that positions Thailand as an innovative country embracing new technologies such as digital assets.

While many countries are beginning to allow crypto payments, Thailand is taking a pragmatic approach through a regulatory sandbox, converting crypto into baht for use in a controlled and compliant way, said Mr Nirun.

"As one of the world's top tourist destinations with advanced digital infrastructure, Thailand is the perfect testbed for this project. Only by experimenting in real-world settings can we truly understand the risks and learn how to mitigate them effectively," he told the Bangkok Post.

The SEC, central bank and Amlo have taken measures to safeguard the public from money laundering, said Mr Nirun.

THE PROCESS

The process begins with know your customer and customer due diligence procedures as mandatory steps for all licensed digital asset and e-money service providers.

These involve verifying customers' identities and the purposes of transactions through documentation and biometric data to ensure compliance with high-risk standards set by Amlo.

Once verified, tourists can open two linked wallets -- a digital asset wallet and a tourist e-money wallet -- allowing seamless conversion of crypto into baht for spending.

Digital asset operators must use blockchain forensic tools to trace and analyse transaction histories, identify suspicious wallets, and detect potential links to illegal activities or money laundering, the SEC said in a statement.

Payments through PromptPay QR codes are capped at 500,000 baht a month per account for merchant QR codes, and 50,000 baht a month per account for small vendors using personal QR codes.

"These caps are consistent with the average spending pattern of international tourists, which is roughly 5,000 baht a day, and will ensure funds are used only for legitimate tourism-related activities," noted the regulator.

Tourist DigiPay cannot be used at high-risk businesses, such as gold or jewellery shops, amulet and antique dealers, casinos, or entertainment venues, all of which are commonly monitored for potential money laundering, said the SEC.

If a balance remains in a tourist wallet when visitors leave Thailand, they must convert the unused funds back into digital assets via the same licensed provider used upon entry. The refunded amount must not exceed the initial digital assets exchanged into baht.

The pilot programme is slated to run for 18 months.

"The scheme will support and strengthen the competitiveness of local small businesses and merchants, while fostering broader adoption of regulated digital finance by ensuring the platform does not become a channel for illicit money flows," said the SEC.
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                                Credit card spending during the final quarter of the year is expected to remain subdued, in line with the economy, despite the government's implementation of stimulus measures.
According to Yuttachai Teyarachakul, managing director and head of personal financial services at UOB Thailand, although several stimulus measures were enacted to lift domestic consumption, particularly the "Khon La Khrueng Plus" co-payment programme, it is too early to assess the impact on consumer spending in the fourth quarter.

He said spending via UOB Thailand's credit cards remained steady during the first nine months of this year compared with the end of last year, and the bank expects credit card spending to remain unchanged in the final quarter.

Overall credit card spending grew 2-3% for the first nine months this year, said Mr Yuttachai.

"For the first nine months, UOB Thailand recorded growth in spending, especially among upper-income customers [those earning at least 200,000 baht per month], across three categories: dining, travel and luxury products," he said.

Mr Yuttachai said the bank emphasised asset quality this year and slowed new card acquisitions in light of heightened economic risks.

This approach allowed UOB Thailand to maintain its credit card non-performing loan ratio below the market average of around 2%.

In a related development, UOB's Asean Consumer Sentiment Study 2025 revealed 45% of consumers made more purchases via social media platforms over the past 12 months, though 47% are taking longer to make purchasing decisions.

Many users now join live-streams for entertainment, product comparison and price evaluation -- delaying purchases but strengthening brand engagement and awareness, the survey found.

Atis Ruchirawat, head of Krungsri Consumer, an unsecured lending unit under Krungsri (Bank of Ayudhya), said the bank expects continued contraction in both credit card and personal loan portfolios this year, following a similar trend during the first nine months.

However, Krungsri projects modest growth in credit card spending.

During the first nine months of 2025, total spending via Krungsri credit cards reached 286 billion baht, up 1% year-on-year.

The bank expects total card spending to reach 400 billion baht by year-end, representing growth of around 2%.

He said the government's personal income tax deduction scheme for domestic tourism should also stimulate spending in tourism-related sectors, particularly restaurants.
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                                Thai digital GDP is expected to expand 4.2% in 2026, slowing from anticipated growth of 5% this year, in line with global economic and trade trends next year, according to the National Board of Digital Economy and Society.
Thai digital GDP in 2023 was 6.2% before expanding to 7.3% in 2024.

Global trade in 2026 is predicted to decelerate due to several factors, including risk from the ongoing US-China trade war and the impact of US tariffs.

However, the country's digital GDP growth in 2026 will still be 2.1 times the country's projected total GDP for that year, according to the board.

Wetang Phuangsup, secretary-general of the board, said the digital economy is a key driver of the Thai economy.

The Finance Ministry projects 2% GDP growth for the country next year.

The digital economy accounts for 28.2% of GDP this year, while this is expected to rise to 29% in 2026 and 30% in 2027.

The International Monetary Fund projects 3.1% global economic growth in 2026, down from the anticipated expansion of 3.2% in 2025.

Thailand's Fiscal Policy Office projects 2.0% growth for the Thai economy in 2026.

Mr Wetang said Thailand's digital GDP should not expand by less than 5% as the digital economic sector is one of the core economic engines.

According to the board, investment in the digital economy is expected to grow by 3% in 2025, mainly driven by the government's policy of wooing foreign digital economy investment. This policy is projected to result in 6.2% growth in private sector digital investment in 2026, while public sector digital investment is expected to contract by 1.6%.

The panel predicted private consumption in the digital industry next year to grow by 1.1%, slowing from 2025. Government digital consumption is expected to contract by 2.2%, a less severe decline than that of 2025.

Digital exports and services in 2026 are expected to grow by 4.5%, down from 2025, while imports will rebound to 1.6% growth after a projected contraction in 2025.

The digital hardware sector is expected to grow 4.5% next year, down from a projected 7.4% in 2025.

The digital services industry is expected expand 3.3% next year, up from a forecast of 3.1% in 2025, according to the board.

The telecom industry is projected to expand 3.9% next year, up from a 3.6% gain in 2025.

The smart devices industry should grow by 5.5% next year, falling from a 7.1% forecast for 2025, while the software industry is expected to grow by 7.8%, a decrease from 9.3% projected in 2025.

The digital content industry is expected to grow by 6.9% next year, the same rate as this year.

Digital services and others are expected to grow by 6.1% in 2026, on par with a 6.2% gain expected this year.
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                                The commerce minister has directed Thai trade offices in China to adjust their strategies in response to the latter's economic development plan, in a bid to increase exports.
Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun said the strategies must align with China's 15th National Economic and Social Development Plan, announced by Chinese Premier Li Qiang during the China International Import Expo (CIIE) 2025. The Chinese government is focusing on promoting a green economy, innovation and technology, while also increasing middle-class income.

"We must analyse the five-year development plan to identify specific areas where Thailand can serve the Chinese market, such as agricultural products, consumer goods, animal feed, health foods, games and digital products. This is critical as China aims to double its middle-income population from 400 million to 800 million, which could be a massive market for Thailand to explore," said Mrs Suphajee.

Chinese consumers now prioritise innovation, quality and sustainability over low prices, she said. Therefore, the commercial attaches must assess the unique opportunities and challenges in each province in China and design effective market-entry strategies.

During the meeting, the commercial attaches in China presented insights about regional trade opportunities, challenges and target product categories for Thai exports in five key groups.

First, agricultural and food products, which include rice, tropical fruits like durian, mango, and mangosteen, as well as processed and ready-to-eat foods and condiments.

Second is pet-related products, in response to the rise of urban pet culture in China, with items such as pet food and care items.

There are also opportunities for health and beauty items such as bird's nest products, plant-based protein, coconut water, spa products, and health services, noted the trade liaisons.

Another potential category is eco-friendly and sustainable products, including biodegradable packaging, organic cosmetics, recycled clothing, natural home decor and ecotourism.

The final group is innovation and digital content, such as intellectual property products, films, games and animation.

In addition, Mrs Suphajee presided over a networking event celebrating five decades of Thai-Chinese relations hosted by the Department of International Trade Promotion.

The event aims to enhance business opportunities between Thai entrepreneurs participating in CIIE 2025 and Chinese buyers and importers.
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                                BENGALURU -- Gold rose above the key US$4,000 per ounce level on Thursday, supported by a retreat in the dollar, while a prolonged government shutdown in the United States raised worries over the economic outlook.
Spot gold was up 0.8% at $4,015.31 per ounce by 1207 GMT. US gold futures for December delivery gained 0.8% to $4,024.60 per ounce.

"The Supreme Court scepticism on the tariffs and the slightly weaker dollar are likely supporting gold," said UBS analyst Giovanni Staunovo.

"While near-term prices are likely to continue consolidating, we expect further Federal Reserve (Fed) rate cuts to lift gold to $4,200/oz by the end of the year." The dollar fell 0.3% after hitting a four-month high in the previous session, making gold less expensive for other currency holders. US Supreme Court justices raised doubts on Wednesday over the legality of President Donald Trump's sweeping tariffs in a case with implications for the global economy.

Meanwhile, US private employers added 42,000 jobs in October, exceeding Reuters' forecast of a 28,000 gain, the ADP report showed on Wednesday. The stronger labour market could temper interest rate cut hopes.

[image: The White House stands, more than a month into the continuing US government shutdown in Washington, DC, on Nov 2, 2025. (Photo: Reuters)]
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A congressional impasse has resulted in what is now the longest-ever US government shutdown, forcing investors and the Federal Reserve to rely on private sector indicators. The Fed cut interest rates last week, but Chair Jerome Powell suggested it might be the last reduction for 2025.

Market participants now see a 63% chance of a Fed rate cut in December, down from more than 90% last week.

Non-yielding gold tends to do well in low-interest-rate environments.

European stocks slipped, pressured by losses in France's Legrand as it missed sales growth expectations, adding to recent worries around elevated valuations in tech-related companies.

Elsewhere, spot silver rose 1.3% to $48.69 per ounce, platinum was up 0.4% at $1,568.26 and palladium fell 0.8% to $1,407.41.

[image: A silver bar, left, sits on top of a gold bar at Gold Investments Ltd bullion dealers in this arranged photograph in London, the United Kingdom, on July 29, 2020. (File photo: Bloomberg)]
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	Read more: US airlines scramble to rejig schedules as government orders flight cuts
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                                E-commerce pioneers have proposed that Thailand adopt Indonesia's model of prohibiting sales of imported products priced less than US$100 on online platforms, aiming to safeguard local producers and raise imported product standards.
[image: ]


The industry leaders also called for the Customs Department to operate with greater transparency, as well as the creation of a unified digital customs system linked directly with e-commerce platforms. 

Such a link would allow delivery duty paid (DDP) collection at checkout, ensuring transparency and preventing unexpected fees for buyers. 

Local small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), brands, retailers and manufacturers would benefit from relief against predatory pricing and subsidised Chinese imports, ensuring a fairer competitive landscape, said the entrepreneurs. 

The proposals are a response to the Customs Department's plan to impose import duties on goods valued at less than 1,500 baht starting on Jan 1.

"The new import duty rule is a positive. I hope the Customs Department operates transparently at every stage -- from import to export -- to reduce corruption," Pawoot Pongvitayapanu, honorary president of the Thai E-commerce Association, told the Bangkok Post.

Technology should be used to help manage the flow of goods, he said.

Moreover, to strengthen the competitiveness of local SMEs, policymakers should strictly enforce rules on product quality and safety, he said. Stricter enforcement would level the playing field for local entrepreneurs and ensure consumers receive reliable goods. 

"There is growing concern over the unchecked influx of cheap imports, which often bypass quality checks and undercut local sellers," said Mr Pawoot. 

He said it would be great if Thailand adopted the Indonesian model that bans the sale of foreign products priced lower than $100 (about 3,200 baht) on online platforms.

Indonesia rolled out sweeping reforms to its e-commerce regulations to curb the dominance of foreign goods sold online and bolster domestic enterprises. 

Mr Pawoot said the platforms should have measures to prevent price manipulation and should also be prohibited from selling their own house brands.

In addition, social commerce operators should not have their own payment systems, he said.

Closing a loophole

Paul Srivorakul, group chief executive of aCommerce, told the Bangkok Post the new import duty rules can close a long-standing loophole favouring duty-free low-value imports and ensure a level playing field for local manufacturers, retailers and SMEs.  

"The regulations also support a broader ecosystem of service providers from local production to logistics, retail and consumer services that creates a more self-sustaining domestic economy," he said.

The new import duty regulations will raise short-term prices for imported goods under 1,500 baht but will improve tax fairness and strengthen domestic production, Mr Paul said.

They will shift consumer spending towards Thai-made products and build a more sustainable internal market, which is healthier for the economy over time, he added.  

Mr Paul said local SMEs, brands, retailers and manufacturers are the clear winners and they will gain immediate relief from predatory pricing, subsidised Chinese manufacturing and benefit from a much fairer competitive landscape.  

For consumers, there is a trade-off. They will face higher prices and restricted access to ultra-cheap imports. This price increase could disproportionately affect low-income consumers who rely on imported bargains for basic necessities.  

"However, I believe this is a necessary cost for the collective good: strengthening Thai jobs, ensuring a safer and more compliant supply chain, and building a stronger local economy that generates long-term wealth for the country." 

Unified customs system

Mr Paul said the successful rollout of the new duty relies on making the major e-commerce platforms the official tax collectors. 

This is a global best practice, shifting the administrative burden away from the Customs Department and onto the high-volume marketplaces.  

He added that there needs to be a unified digital customs system linked directly to these platforms, allowing for DDP collection at checkout to ensure full transparency and avoid frustrating buyers with unexpected delivery fees. 

He said the main risks lie in leakage and evasion with imported products. The authorities should anticipate cross-border sellers trying to bypass the rules through smaller social commerce channels (like direct selling on TikTok or Facebook), or complex product bundle and rebate schemes to stay above the 1,500-baht threshold.

Therefore, oversight must extend beyond just the big players and encompass the entire spectrum of online sales models, Mr Paul said. 

The government may need to invest in smart data analytics and inter-agency cooperation to stay ahead of these evasion tactics, he added. 

Thanawat Malabuppha, another honorary president of the Thai E-commerce Association, told the Bangkok Post that policymakers should clarify whether the new import tax will cover free zones as many Chinese products use such zones. 

A free zone is a designated area for industrial, logistics and other business activities whereby raw materials, components and finished goods taken into the area are entitled to privileges on tax and customs duties.

Moreover, digital platforms need to be linked to the Thai Industrial Standard and Food and Drug Administration.

"I think the new import duty can collect up to 10 billion baht considering that overall Thailand's e-commerce market size is valued at 1 trillion baht," said Mr Thanawat.
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                                Shops participating in the Khon La Khrueng Plus co-payment scheme have been warned to clearly display prices, while those collecting value-added tax (VAT) must inform consumers of the final price, according to the Department of Internal Trade (DIT).
Director-general Wittayakorn Maneenetr said the department had worked with provincial commerce offices on guidelines for officials, to enable them to visit and provide advice to stores participating in the consumption stimulus scheme.

A key point is that all participants must clearly show the final sales price inclusive of VAT, if applicable.

Restaurants must display food prices clearly, and any additional service charges must be made clear to allow consumers to compare prices before making purchases or using services.

Moreover, participating stores must sell goods to both Khon La Khrueng participants and cash-paying customers at the same price, ensuring fairness for all consumers.

Between Oct 29 and Nov 4, the department received 112 complaints from consumers, most of which involved overpricing, failure to display prices, charging Khon La Khrueng Plus customers an extra amount, differences between displayed prices and actual prices, and cases of charging VAT at a higher rate than advertised.

Mr Wittayakorn said these actions are exploitative and the department would take strict legal action against violators. Failing to display prices would be subject to a fine of up to 10,000 baht, while taking advantage of consumers by overpricing or unreasonably increasing prices could result in imprisonment for up to seven years, and/or a fine of up to 140,000 baht.

Following the complaints, department officials responded to various cases in Bangkok, Buri Ram and Khon Kaen and fined the guilty parties.

"The DIT continues to monitor, inspect and educate stores nationwide to ensure compliance, prevent misunderstandings of the law and build consumer confidence," Mr Wittayakorn said.

If members of the public find stores violating regulations on price transparency, they can report them or file complaints via the DIT's 1569 hotline, or at any provincial commerce offices nationwide.
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        Digesting Trump's trip through Asia
        Storming through Asia last week, US President Donald Trump's first stop in Kuala Lumpur on Oct 26, before moving on to Japan and South Korea over the next four days, capped by his meeting with Chinese President Xi Jinping before returning to Washington, was the most consequential for Southeast Asian economies.

      

      
        Can world weather another crisis?
        As stock markets hit record highs, rising financial fragility is setting off alarm bells across the United States and Europe. The International Monetary Fund has recently echoed these concerns, stoking fears of a looming crisis.

      

      
        Gold's recent rally only ranks third in last 50 years
        Gold's recent retreat from a record high has led to questions as to whether the precious metal has run out of steam and is due for an extended period of sideways trading, as has happened in the past.

      

      
        Sync up our green goals
        Environment Minister Suchart Chomklin made a bold pledge this week to achieve net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 -- 15 years earlier than the earlier deadline.

      

      
        Rethinking finance beyond aid
        Traditional donors have sharply scaled back their aid commitments to developing countries over the past year. Some, like the United States, have virtually eliminated their aid programmes. According to the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), official development assistance (ODA) from member countries declined by 7.1% in 2024, its first annual drop in six years.

      

      
        Fraud fight begins
        Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul this week said his administration will get tough on scammers. "Thailand must wage a war against scammers, or risk being isolated by the international community if the country fails to," he said.

      

      
        Legal hurdles after same-sex marriage
        With the great news of the same-sex marriage law in Thailand comes another question -- how to facilitate the lives of couples, especially when one of them is not a Thai national. Two lingering and nagging issues concern the acquisition of nationality and the channels for adopting a child.

      

      
        Bribery probe deepens police credibility crisis
        The reputation of the Royal Thai Police (RTP) has suffered a significant blow following a decision by the Police Complaints Review Committee (PCRC) to formally accuse former National Police Chief Pol Gen Torsak Sukvimol and more than 200 police officers of disciplinary misconduct for allegedly accepting bribes from online gambling networks.

      

      
        Carbon capture, hydrogen and net zero
        Solar farms, wind turbines, and electric vehicles are crucial to slashing carbon emissions, but they can't carry Thailand all the way to net zero.

      

      
        Asean's moment of truth is now
        For decades, integration into the global trading system has been vital to economic growth and development. Now, however, integration implies vulnerability, as powerful actors -- beginning with the US -- wield tariffs, export restrictions, and financial sanctions. For Southeast Asia, this turn of events represents both a warning and a call to action: countries must work together to shape their...
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																Storming through Asia last week, US President Donald Trump's first stop in Kuala Lumpur on Oct 26, before moving on to Japan and South Korea over the next four days, capped by his meeting with Chinese President Xi Jinping before returning to Washington, was the most consequential for Southeast Asian economies.
Brandishing unilateral tariffs set in April as leverage in his weaponisation of the US as the world's largest export market, Mr Trump succeeded in twisting arms to follow through with his "Make America Great Again" pledge, finalising trade concessions and inducing inbound investments. For Thailand, Mr Trump left behind a "Framework Agreement on Reciprocal Trade" and a "Memorandum of Understanding to Diversify Global Critical Minerals Supply Chains and Promote Investments."

Mr Trump evidently learned from his last foray in Asia in 2017 -- during his first term -- when he visited Vietnam and the Philippines. His deliverables back then were limited and less concrete and ended up as a broad geostrategic posture known as the "Free and Open Indo-Pacific," which was codified in the National Security Strategy and National Defense Strategy by early 2018.

After that, he did not visit Southeast Asia again for Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) summit meetings. This time, he moved and shook up Asean by presiding over the signing of a peace accord between Cambodia and Thailand, whose militaries clashed, starting in July, over a border dispute.

In the Malaysian capital, the signing burnished Mr Trump's peacemaking credentials and Nobel Peace Prize ambition, while Cambodia and Thailand were incentivised to hammer out trade deals with the Trump team during his visit. Mr Trump used tariff threats and trade demands to effect a peace deal to his preference -- trade for peace. Cambodia and Thailand took opportunities from Mr Trump's plan to finalise agreements -- trade from peace.

For Thailand, both the framework and MoU documents have attracted scrutiny and raised eyebrows in Bangkok. Even the staunchly pro-establishment (minority) government of Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul of the Bhumjaithai Party is not spared criticism about having given a lot and getting little in return. Had these agreements been made under a government headed by the Shinawatra family and the Pheu Thai Party, or the progressive People's Party that won the last election, it would have likely led to accusations of selling out the country and even treason. This means that the Anutin government has the best chance to ink these deals in the coming weeks -- the US side has indicated Nov 27 (Thanksgiving) as a preferred deadline. While the White House website provides the full texts of both agreements, the reciprocal trade provisions feature Thailand's elimination of tariffs on roughly 99% of goods, including US industrial and food and agricultural products. Non-tariff barriers, such as acceptance of US-manufactured vehicles approved by US safety and emissions standards and medical devices and pharmaceuticals certified by the US Food and Drug Administration, are also included.

The framework additionally stipulates purchases of ethanol from the US and US Food and Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS)-certified meat and poultry products, while freeing up digital trade and allowing unionisation and promoting labour and workers' rights. As a sweetener, Thailand also agreed to buy 80 US aircraft worth US$18.8 billion (608.7 billion baht) and energy products, such as liquefied natural gas, crude oil and ethane for another $5.4 billion per year.

While the Thai side was keen to lower the 19% reciprocal tariff, the framework agreement required any exemption to 0% to be conditional on additional Executive Order provisions. In other words, Thailand's compliance in good faith and wide-ranging concessions were designed to slash the set tariff rate to gain price competitiveness, but this objective will be determined by Washington at a later stage.

Thailand is not alone in making these concessions. Cambodia, Malaysia and Vietnam are in the same boat. The concluded Malaysian-US trade agreement (also available online), in fact, may serve as a benchmark for Southeast Asia's final trade deals with the US, including Indonesia and the Philippines down the road. Similar to Malaysia, Cambodia finalised a deal with the Trump team that eliminated 100% tariffs on US goods.

For Thailand, the trade framework has become less controversial than the MoU on critical minerals and rare earths. Thailand is not a major producer and player in the rare-earths mix. Its deposits are estimated to be about 4,500 tonnes, a fraction of Vietnam's 3,500,000 tonnes, Australia's 5,700,000 tonnes, Brazil's 21,000,000 tonnes, or China's 44,000,000 tonnes. Granted, Thailand is a significant processor of rare earths, particularly those imported from Australia. While the US negotiating team included the same rare-earth provisions with other Southeast Asian economies in a strategy to reconfigure supply chains of critical minerals toward the US and away from China, the MoU with Thailand has had adverse repercussions.

The Anutin government, particularly Foreign Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow, wants Thailand to reappear on the "radar screen" of international affairs -- to be a regional player with a role on the global stage again. The MoU on critical minerals was intended to plug Thailand into crucial supply chains, with positive spillovers for innovation and economic upgrading toward electric vehicles, batteries, data centres, green transition, artificial intelligence, and overall climb up in global value chains. For the US, enlisting Thailand and its peer group on critical minerals and rare earths comes with low cost and potentially high yield if supply chains in this key high-tech geoeconomic battleground can become more accessible and secured.

As the dust settles after Mr Trump's thumping Asia tour, it will not be surprising if partner countries feel a sense of buyer's remorse -- that they may have gone too far in appeasing and accommodating the US president's tariff threats and trade demands. None of these countries like to be pushed around unilaterally, but they have to go along for the time being owing to their reliance on the US market.

It is likely that during the rest of Mr Trump's second term, Southeast Asia and elsewhere will aim to diversify and scale back their export exposure in the US market as much as possible. If so, this effort could boost and become a boon for other trade policy platforms that exclude the US, such as the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership and the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership. Even though they are not directly focused on trade liberalisation, other plurilateral and multilateral forums, such as the Brics+ and Global South, may gain more traction as a "world minus one" alternative in the medium term, as the US under Mr Trump alienates itself from partners and allies.
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																As stock markets hit record highs, rising financial fragility is setting off alarm bells across the United States and Europe. The International Monetary Fund has recently echoed these concerns, stoking fears of a looming crisis.
The warning signs are everywhere -- and they are disturbingly familiar. Asset prices are climbing well beyond what can be justified by underlying fundamentals, while non-bank financial intermediaries now play a similar role to that of "shadow banks" in the years leading up to the 2008 financial crisis. At the same time, the rise of stablecoins has pulled regulated banks into the opaque world of cryptocurrencies, and vast sums of speculative capital are flooding into AI stocks, driven more by hype than by proven returns.

These trends bear the unmistakable marks of a financial bubble entering its most precarious stage, when even minor shifts in investor sentiment can trigger a sharp correction. The recent collapse of US auto parts supplier First Brands and subprime auto lender Tricolor, both heavily leveraged and closely linked to non-bank financial institutions, may be early indications of structural vulnerabilities that are only just coming into view.

Behind this growing fragility lies the rapid expansion of private financial institutions over the past decade. According to the Financial Stability Board, these entities -- which raise funds from retail investors and leverage their positions through aggressive borrowing -- now account for nearly half of the world's total financial assets. Their appetite for risk has helped drive up asset prices, even amid trade uncertainties and policy volatility. And the dismantling of already-weak financial regulations under US President Donald Trump has only compounded the threat.

Taken together, these forces could set in motion the manic cycle famously described by the economic historian Charles Kindleberger. The first stage, "euphoria", is dominated by optimism and excess. It is inevitably followed by a period of "stringency" as defaults rise and credit tightens, before giving way to "revulsion", when fear grips financial markets and even solvent borrowers struggle to find financing. Whether this sequence culminates in full-blown panic and collapse depends largely on how governments respond. But even without a crash, the consequences can be severe.

If history is any guide, the question is when -- not if -- another major financial meltdown will occur. For most of the world's population, however, the more pressing concern is how a crisis that originates in the US and Europe will affect their own countries.

The precedents are hardly reassuring: both the 2008 crisis and the Covid-19 pandemic showed that turmoil in the US and other wealthy economies can devastate poorer countries with limited fiscal space and little protection against external shocks. When crises spread beyond financial markets, the damage is swift and far-reaching. Investment dries up, growth falters, and unemployment rises, triggering a chain reaction that reduces export demand and curtails foreign-exchange inflows from tourism and remittances, spreading the pain worldwide.

Entrenched currency hierarchies exacerbate the problem. The dominance of the dollar, for example, ensures that in times of heightened uncertainty, private capital flows back to the US, causing sharp depreciations and banking crises in lower-income countries. Fears of capital flight further impede governments' ability to pursue countercyclical macroeconomic policies, making an already-difficult adjustment even harder.

The fallout could be especially severe for debt-distressed countries, many of which built their growth strategies around exports to advanced economies.

Developing countries must recognise these risks and take urgent steps to strengthen their economic resilience. The top priority should be to diversify trade relationships. This process, though necessary, will not be painless.

To bolster their financial resilience, developing countries need to limit their exposure to volatile capital flows, not merely through regulations but by curbing speculative and opaque activities. Such safeguards must be in place before the next crisis erupts. In the medium term, reducing dependence on external debt is essential, as is preventing destabilising outflows by redefining the terms under which foreign investors operate.

Admittedly, the Trump administration's efforts to steer its trading partners in the opposite direction make this task exceedingly difficult. But only by resisting such pressures can developing countries avoid being swept into another crisis not of their making. (c)2025 Project Syndicate

Jayati Ghosh, Professor of Economics at the University of Massachusetts Amherst, is a member of the Club of Rome's Transformational Economics Commission and Co-Chair of the Independent Commission for the Reform of International Corporate Taxation.
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																Gold's recent retreat from a record high has led to questions as to whether the precious metal has run out of steam and is due for an extended period of sideways trading, as has happened in the past.
It's certainly the case over the last 50 years that whenever gold has enjoyed a surge in prices it has then suffered long periods where it has generally trended weaker.

But it's also worth noting that the current rally is only the third-strongest in terms of the percentage gain in the past 50 years, and is actually well behind the price increases recorded in the late 1970s and again in the 2000-2011 uptrend.

The current rally started in October 2022 when the spot price was around US$1,617 (52,324 baht) an ounce and initially the uptrend was gentle, before accelerating dramatically from November 2024 onwards after the election of Donald Trump to a second term as US president.

The precious metal reached an all-time high of $4,381.21 an ounce on Oct 20, taking its gain since October 2022 to 170%.

It has since slipped back to end Wednesday's trade at $3,978.63 an ounce.

The rally over the past three years looks impressive, but pales in comparison to the 518% jump between July 1976 and February 1980 and the 643% gain between February 2001 and September 2011. Both of these extended rallies were followed by a long downtrend, but the losses were nowhere near enough to wipe out the gains.

From the peak of around $692 an ounce in February 1980, gold dropped about 63% to $256 by February 2001, while it retreated 44% from the top of around $1,902 in September 2011 to the low of $1,052 in November 2015.

What does this mean for the current price uptrend?

In historical percentage terms it is not actually that large, despite the massive increase in the US-dollar price.

This doesn't necessarily mean the rally will extend for several more years, but it does mean that if it does, it would not be unprecedented.

Gold's history also shows that when rallies do end, prices tend to drop back and then trade sideways for an extended period.

The final thing worth noting is that analysts have usually found it quite difficult to predict when an inflection point is being reached, and the current situation is little different to past experiences.

There is now a wide range of forecasts for the gold price, with some analysts calling for it to fall back to levels closer to $3,000 an ounce, and others calling for further gains to above $5,000 on a one- to two-year view.

The key is to work out if the current bullish drivers are structural or more likely temporary in nature.

The compelling argument for a structural rally is the belief that investors and central banks are seeking alternatives to US assets such as Treasuries and Wall Street equities, and gold is one of the few viable alternatives.

Certainly the World Gold Council's September quarter report did offer data supporting this view, with central banks buying a net 220 metric tons in the third quarter, up 28% from the previous quarter.

Central bank purchases started to rise rapidly in 2022 and have since been above 1,000 tons per year, with 2025 on target to become the fourth consecutive year.

Investment demand for gold bars and coins as well as exchange-traded funds reached 220 tons in the third quarter, up 47% from the same period in 2024, the council said.

The bearish note was that surging prices crimped jewellery demand, which dropped 19% in the third quarter to 371.3 tons from 460 tons in the same period a year earlier.

There are other risks to the bullish gold picture, such as a correction in global equities resulting in investors having to sell gold to cover losses elsewhere.

But the ongoing concerns over the US fiscal deficits and the threat to the independence of the Federal Reserve posed by Trump's seeming determination to control monetary policy are likely to be enough to keep gold firmly on investors' radar. Reuters

Clyde Russell is Asia Commodities and Energy Columnist at Reuters.
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																Environment Minister Suchart Chomklin made a bold pledge this week to achieve net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 -- 15 years earlier than the earlier deadline.
The big question is whether the country can achieve that. It is worth noting that at least half of Thailand's energy comes from fossil fuels and natural gas, and that less than 20% of the energy consumed in the country is renewable.

As the government shows off its green sustainability goals, the reality on the ground offers a different picture.

Today, villagers from Khao Hin Son in Chachoengsao province's Phanom Sarakham district are camping in front of Government House in Bangkok.

The villagers are campaigning under the "Chachoengsao RE-Power" network. They left their hometown on Nov 1 and started marching to the capital city, over 120 kilometres away.

Their goal is to warn Prime Minister Anutin Charvirakul about the dangers of the Burapa gas-fired power plant project, which is to be built near their community.

The villagers are upset that the Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC) approved an electricity generation licence for the project on Oct 15.

The ERC had promised to visit the designated site on Oct 22 to examine environmental and social conditions and also conduct meaningful public consultations, but this never happened.

The network said it had submitted a written request to the ERC, questioning its "rushed action" on the project.

It wants a transparent and fair process that respects the community's right to participate in the development of their community. Until now, there has been no response from the ERC to the villagers.

Without a doubt, the rushed approval of the licence raises questions about whether the ERC is on the same page as the national government on the net-zero goal, not to mention concerns about public participation, a right enshrined in the constitution, and the potential environmental and health impacts.

After all, right-minded people will know that fossil fuel is not an ideal choice for a country waging a tough war against toxic PM2.5 haze, let alone one that's moving towards carbon neutrality.

More importantly, it's known that the country has a power reserve surplus of over 40% of the actual demand. It does not urgently need a new power plant, yet the ERC still gave the nod -- an inarguably irrational decision.

Why should we be concerned? Each power plant that sells electricity to the state grid is entitled to receive an availability payment. The fee is passed on to consumers through monthly electricity bills. This means the power plant is contractually guaranteed income despite the electricity reserve being superabundant.

In terms of economic competitiveness, it begs the question of why the government is so slow in making a green supply chain. Currently, most of the power for industrial production is powered by fossil fuels.

How will the country compete when the global supply chain requires products produced by a clean energy source or with low emissions?

Look no further than Vietnam, which takes the lead in producing low-methane rice. Methane is a greenhouse gas.

Mr Anutin must listen to the villagers and act reasonably. If not, then the case only shows that the government's net-zero transition might be just hot air.
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																Traditional donors have sharply scaled back their aid commitments to developing countries over the past year. Some, like the United States, have virtually eliminated their aid programmes. According to the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), official development assistance (ODA) from member countries declined by 7.1% in 2024, its first annual drop in six years.
This trend was not limited to a few major donors. Of the 33 members of the OECD's Development Assistance Committee (DAC), 22 slashed their aid budgets, and only four countries met the United Nations' target of allocating 0.7% of gross national income to ODA.

The outlook for the coming year offers little hope for improvement, as major DAC donors have announced additional cuts. Most notably, US President Donald Trump's administration has suspended most foreign aid and dismantled the Agency for International Development (USAID), which dispersed most US government aid dollars.

Meanwhile, the United Kingdom plans to reduce aid spending from 0.5% of GNI to 0.3% by 2027. Similar retrenchment across Europe and North America is reshaping international assistance, disrupting humanitarian and climate-related programmes, and creating financing gaps in critical sectors such as health, education, and clean energy.

In our 2017 book Going Beyond Aid, we urged developing-country governments to reduce their dependence on foreign aid, not only because it was becoming an unreliable source of funding, but also because other, better ways of financing development were becoming more available. That message is more urgent than ever.

As reliance on aid becomes untenable, the international community must mobilise a broader array of financing sources to advance green and sustainable growth. This includes national development banks, industrial investment funds, sovereign wealth funds, and institutional investment in public markets, as well as innovative mechanisms such as debt swaps and public-private partnerships (PPPs). These tools can unlock domestic resources, attract long-term investors, and create synergies between public goals and private capital.

Equity investment offers a promising avenue for engaging non-traditional development partners while reducing developing countries' dependence on debt. Government investment funds, public and private financial institutions, and other private actors can participate by taking equity stakes in public enterprises, financing infrastructure projects, or joining PPPs. Such participation not only alleviates debt burdens but also improves the performance and management of public assets.

As government-funded, mission-driven institutions, public development banks (PDBs) have the potential to provide patient capital for green and sustainable investment in emerging and developing economies (EMDEs). Building on the pioneering database of public development and financial institutions created by the Institute of New Structural Economics at Peking University, future research can identify effective ways to harness these institutions to fuel low-carbon growth.

Responding to growing demand from the economies of the Global South, development partners have increasingly adopted an "entire value chain" approach to the green transition in recent years. This strategy facilitates transfers of low-carbon technologies, diffusion of digital innovations (including trade in services), and industrial modernisation, enabling countries included in China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) to accelerate their shift towards sustainable development.

Empirical research supports this approach. An analysis covering 139 countries finds that, following policy directives to incorporate green and low-carbon principles into the BRI, carbon intensity (CO2 emissions per unit of GDP) among participating countries declined significantly between 2013 and 2022. These findings are consistent with another recent study showing how China's solar-energy expansion has helped transform Africa's power sector.

Investment in infrastructure and industrial development can also generate positive spillover effects. Evidence from Sub-Saharan Africa shows that the presence of at least one Chinese-financed infrastructure project in a second-order administrative region (comparable to a municipality) is associated with a 5% increase in nighttime luminosity -- a widely used proxy for economic activity. Neighbouring regions experienced a 10-15% rise in luminosity, indicating that the benefits of such projects extend well beyond the immediate investment site.

These outcomes underscore the critical role of infrastructure investment, particularly in energy and transportation projects. By improving electricity access, affordability, and connectivity, they reduce energy poverty, bolster public services, and stimulate economic activity in underserved areas.

To meet the evolving challenges of development finance, both traditional and non-traditional donors and creditors should move beyond aid and adopt multidimensional strategies that combine trade, investment, infrastructure, green technology, and digital connectivity, including fintech solutions, to support EMDEs. Importantly, such collaborations should be viewed as a mutual learning process in which partners assume complementary roles and shared responsibilities.

To be sure, there have been missteps along the way. China's financing of coal-fired power plants before 2021, for example, had slowed reduction in CO2 emissions. But these outcomes, once recognised as policy errors, can help strengthen accountability and foster self-correcting mechanisms within the international development ecosystem. Through ongoing learning and adaptation, global partners can build a more resilient, inclusive, and sustainable framework for development finance. (c)2025 Project Syndicate

Justin Yifu Lin, a former World Bank chief economist and Senior VP, is the honorary dean of the National School of Development and director of the Institute of New Structural Economics at Peking University. Yan Wang is Senior Academic Researcher at Boston University's Global Development Policy Center.
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																Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul this week said his administration will get tough on scammers. "Thailand must wage a war against scammers, or risk being isolated by the international community if the country fails to," he said.
The past few weeks have seen heavy pressure on the prime minister, amid escalating public attention to the matter after Atchariya Ruangrattanapong, chairman of the Help Crime Victims Club, accused a Klatham Party MP of involvement in online crime.

Initially, Mr Atchariya mentioned an MP with the name of "Mr Chor", linking him with an illegal online gambling network. This Mr Chor was later reportedly confirmed as Chonnapat Naksua, a Klatham Party MP for Songkhla.

Mr Atchariya claimed that the network has a cash flow of over two billion baht.

The activist said he had gathered evidence and forwarded it to the Department of Special Investigation on Monday.

Meanwhile, Mr Chonnapat has publicly denied the accusations, claiming he had been cleared of them before entering politics.

And on top of all this, there are allegations that some new political parties, particularly those growing rapidly, have used grey money to build their political base quickly.

During an interview with a TV programme, Mr Atchariya said he also had evidence that 25 police officers and local authorities had received kickbacks from the criminal ring behind the same illegal online gambling network.

The activist was further adamant that some politicians have a hand in grey businesses, such as online gambling, money laundering, illicit trading, oil and goods smuggling. Several of these politicians, he said, are descendants of local mafiosos and influential figures who choose to enter politics to gain power, with the malicious aim of using their political roles to stay above the law. Weak law enforcement makes it easy for these people to do as they wish.

Moves by opposition MPs to expose such issues recently led to the resignation of a cabinet minister. Such actions may be seen as a popularity-boosting tactic ahead of the next election. Still, it's necessary that the government gets tough with those involved and joins efforts with other countries to dismantle the organisations that have turned Cambodia and Myanmar into global hubs for transnational organised crime.

Thailand, as an immediate neighbour, has witnessed many of its citizens fall victim to financial scams and become penniless. There have been some cases where Thais who joined the criminal scammers but failed to meet their targets were tortured or even murdered.

On Tuesday, Mr Anutin announced the cooperation among four key agencies tasked with cracking down on cybercrime and financial fraud: the Anti-Money Laundering Office, the Ministry of Interior, the Royal Thai Police, and the Department of Special Investigation.

It will take swift, transparent action against those in the wrong, as well as against state authorities who turn a blind eye.

Mr Anutin, who also serves as the interior minister, must do his best to ensure the battle against this high-profile crime is real, not cosmetic. This means the law will be enforced indiscriminately, including those in the coalition.
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																With the great news of the same-sex marriage law in Thailand comes another question -- how to facilitate the lives of couples, especially when one of them is not a Thai national. Two lingering and nagging issues concern the acquisition of nationality and the channels for adopting a child.
At the outset, the public should be reminded that Thais who register their marriage abroad cannot register the marriage again in Thailand. However, they can obtain a certificate recognising their family relationship from the district office. On another front, if a Thai marries a foreigner in Thailand, or if two foreigners wish to marry here, the non-Thais must obtain a certificate from their embassy confirming that they are not already married before the district office will register the marriage. Some countries that do not yet recognise same-sex marriage are open to providing that certificate, and they should be lauded for doing so. Other countries are less forthcoming.

With regard to the nationality issue, there are generally four ways of acquiring nationality: by birth in a country, by blood links with the mother or father, by requesting nationality (naturalisation), and by marriage. Thai law opens the door to all four modes, but with nuances. Displaced persons from other countries, though born in Thailand, were deprived of nationality by birth in past decades due to national security considerations, although more recent amendments to the nationality law have sought to restore Thai nationality to some of them. There have been more than ten nationality laws and related amendments in Thailand.

The most relevant is the Nationality Act of 1965, especially its Sections 9 and 10. Section 9 facilitates the acquisition of Thai nationality for a non-Thai woman who marries a Thai man, without too many conditions. However, the case of a non-Thai man who wishes to acquire Thai nationality through marriage to a Thai woman falls under the naturalisation provisions of Section 10. It requires fulfilment of various conditions such as good conduct, the ability to speak Thai, five years of residency in Thailand, and a rather high income.

An anomaly thus arises in Thai nationality law, which facilitates the acquisition of Thai nationality when the husband is Thai and the wife is non-Thai. By contrast, when the wife is Thai but the husband is non-Thai, until recently, several onerous conditions had to be fulfilled, such as good conduct, five years' residency in Thailand, and a certain level of income. A more recent amendment to the nationality law, through a new Section 11 attached to the Nationality Act, now enables the acquisition of nationality by the non-Thai male spouse without having to fulfil the residency and language requirements. The spouse applying for Thai nationality would still be assessed by the authorities on the basis of good conduct.

This year, the UN Committee under the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) criticised the difference above as discriminatory; the discrepancy discriminates against Thai women who marry foreigners. Now, a new quandary has arisen. With the same-sex marriage law applicable this year, which position should Thai law adopt towards a Thai who marries a non-Thai -- the old law favouring the Thai man who marries a non-Thai woman, or the one applying to the Thai woman who marries a non-Thai man?

The answer should be obvious. Thai nationality law needs to be amended to discard the man-woman differentiation and thus enable a non-Thai person or spouse to marry a Thai person of whatever sex and to acquire Thai nationality without too many conditions. This would follow the more facilitative part of the old law and overcome the burden previously faced by Thai women who married non-Thai men.

With regard to adoptions, there is a difference between domestic adoptions by Thais and persons residing in Thailand, and inter-country adoptions by foreigners seeking to adopt a Thai child in order to raise the child abroad. The position on adoptions is stated in the Thai Civil Code, which has also been adjusted to cater to same-sex marriage. Inter-country adoptions have other requirements to be fulfilled under the Adoption Act of 1979, as amended. Thailand is also a member of the Hague Convention on Inter-country Adoptions and the Convention on the Rights of the Child, both of which provide safeguards against abuses such as the sale and trafficking of children, and ensure a monitoring process to promote transparency in adoption.

With regard to domestic adoption, an individual or a couple can adopt a child, but there are various conditions, such as the requirement that there must be a gap of 15 years between the adopter and the adopted child, and a minimum age of 25 for the adopter. The consent of the biological parents is required, and if the person to be adopted is 15 years old or more, the person's consent is also required.

However, there is an odd situation where one of the spouses already has a child and the other spouse wishes to adopt the child. There is a difference between the case where X has an adopted child and then marries Y, who wishes to adopt that child, and the case where X has a biological child and marries Y, who wishes to adopt that child.

In the former case, the two spouses can share parental power over the adopted child, whereas in the latter, full parental rights are transferred from X (the original parent) to Y (the adopter), and there is no shared parental power between X and Y. On scrutiny, whatever the case, it is the best interests of the child that should prevail.

In the follow-up to the same-sex marriage law in Thailand in the near future, the idiosyncrasies noted above need to be addressed to enable an equitable relationship to prevail -- based on non-discrimination and equal rights for all.
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																The reputation of the Royal Thai Police (RTP) has suffered a significant blow following a decision by the Police Complaints Review Committee (PCRC) to formally accuse former National Police Chief Pol Gen Torsak Sukvimol and more than 200 police officers of disciplinary misconduct for allegedly accepting bribes from online gambling networks.
Needless to say, the probe outcome renews public indignation against the tarnished reputation of the country's police.

But this case is unusual. In the past, most corruption probes often targeted a group of low-ranking policemen. However, this case has shaken the entire RTP as the probe points a finger at the former national police chief who oversaw 200,000 cops.

The accusations stem from a complaint lodged in March last year by prominent lawyer Sittra Biabangkerd, also known as "Lawyer Tum", who alleged that a large group of police officers had received kickbacks linked to online gambling operations.

After a seven-month investigation involving extensive document reviews and multi-agency cooperation, the PCRC concluded on Oct 22 that there is sufficient evidence to support the disciplinary charges against Pol Gen Torsak and more than 200 other police officers.

The next step will allow Pol Gen Torsak, who served as national police chief from October 2023 until his retirement in September last year, and the implicated police officers to defend themselves against the accusations.

The PCRC's investigative committee will then determine whether the misconduct leads to disciplinary action and, if so, assess its severity before forwarding the case to the RTP, headed by National Police Chief Pol Gen Kittharath Punpetch, for further proceedings.

At this stage, it must be stated that Pol Gen Torsak and the accused officers are still presumed innocent. From now on, they are expected to cooperate with the PCRC's investigation process and should not delay matters when summoned to provide information.

As for the investigation, the RTP cannot establish a new investigative committee unless new evidence or significant counterarguments emerge that could alter the case; therefore, the PCRC must show professionalism and fairness.

Regarding disciplinary actions for police found guilty, the RTP will forward the names to their respective agencies for disciplinary proceedings. In cases of serious misconduct or criminal offences warranting dismissal, the matter will also be referred to the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) for further action.

Those accused may submit a petition to the RTP within the designated timeframe.

Because this is a major disciplinary case that will draw the country's attention, the RTP cannot afford to let the probe drag on, so it should be concluded within a year.

I understand that the investigation into this case may be challenging, but it is not beyond the Thai police's capability to trace the financial trail and identify who paid whom.

According to sources familiar with the evidence, there are no explicit, direct financial trails linked to Pol Gen Torsak's personal accounts. However, transactions involving the former national police chief's temple donations have raised further questions about financial transparency and ethical conduct.

At the same time, if the police investigation finds nothing or cannot establish any connections, the PCRC's investigative committee should come forward and inform the public as such.

This will help clear up doubts among members of the public awaiting answers and also help preserve the RTP's reputation.

The case is more than a personal downfall -- it's a mirror reflecting the systematic flaws within Thailand's law enforcement.

The scale of the scandal -- allegedly involving hundreds of officers and illicit payments from illegal businesses -- has painted a troubling picture of the police institution.

This case is perhaps the final litmus test on whether RTP can salvage its image and regain public trust. Without the people's confidence, how can the law be fully enforced? And for the public, who else can we turn to in times of distress when we have lost trust in our police?
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																Solar farms, wind turbines, and electric vehicles are crucial to slashing carbon emissions, but they can't carry Thailand all the way to net zero.
The real game-changers might be two lesser-known technologies: Carbon Capture, Utilisation and Storage (CCUS) and hydrogen.

Together, CCUS and hydrogen are being hailed as the "last-mile" solutions to slash emissions that can't be avoided, especially in heavy industries like steel, cement, and petrochemicals. These sectors are the backbone of the economy, but also among the hardest to clean up.

These two technologies of the future are the missing pieces to help the world -- and Thailand -- reach its carbon neutrality and net-zero targets.

In short, to save the planet and humanity.

The catch? They're still very costly and stuck in a tangle of policies and legal gaps. But if Thailand wants a truly low-carbon future, these two technologies might just be the keys to getting there.

How CCUS works

CCUS works by capturing carbon dioxide (CO2) before it escapes into the air -- usually from factory chimneys or other emission sources. The captured gas is then stored deep underground in layers of rock or put to use in other ways, such as being processed into new materials or reused in the energy and petrochemical industries.

Around the world, this technology captures about 400 million tonnes of carbon each year, still a drop in the ocean compared to total emissions.

Some countries are moving fast. In the United States, the Gulf Coast industrial cluster now traps more than 20 million tonnes of CO2 a year, with plans to scale up sevenfold to 140 million tonnes.

This progress didn't happen by accident. It's driven by the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), which gives companies up to US$85 in tax credit for every tonne of carbon they capture. Capturing one tonne of carbon can cost anywhere between $15 and $120, depending on the emission source.

Without tax incentives from the government, CCUS would be too costly and economically unviable.

Thailand also has potential. A study by the Global CCS Institute suggests the Gulf of Thailand could store more than 8.4 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide. This is enough to keep emissions safely locked away for decades.

But CCUS won't take off in Thailand unless the government get four things right.

First, it needs to set clear national CCUS targets that fit with the country's net-zero goals. Second, there should be one government body in charge, with proper laws and rules covering every step of the value chain.

Third, investors need a reason to get on board. They need financial support and incentives that make the effort worthwhile. And most importantly, Thailand needs a fair carbon price, so the market itself starts pushing the change.

Green Hydrogen

While CCUS tackles emissions that can't be avoided, hydrogen offers a path to cleaner fuel. When burned or used in fuel cells, hydrogen releases no carbon at all. Hydrogen, particularly green hydrogen made with renewable energy, can even store power for weeks to solve one of the biggest problems of solar and wind energy: their instability.

Many developed countries are racing ahead with hydrogen technology. Germany is building a 1,200-kilometre hydrogen pipeline network to connect industries across the country by 2030.

Japan has had a hydrogen strategy since 2017 and recently passed new laws -- the GX Promotion Act (2023) and Hydrogen Society Promotion Act (2024) -- to speed up real-world use, including testing ships that carry liquid hydrogen. Meanwhile, Australia aims to become a major hydrogen exporter, starting with hydrogen made from coal and CCUS, and moving to full-scale green hydrogen by 2030.

Thailand has started to move too. There are plans to test green hydrogen mixed with natural gas to generate electricity, but that may not be efficient in the long run. Making hydrogen from clean electricity only to turn it back into power wastes energy at several stages. A better use would be in heavy transport as fuel for trucks, buses, and cargo ships that need steady, high power. There are several pilot projects in the heavy transport sector. For example, the state energy firm PTT aims to produce green hydrogen and build filling stations to serve 30-50 hydrogen-powered trucks. A Thai-Japanese partnership is also testing 20 trucks that can run more than 600 kilometres a day on hydrogen fuel cells.

But cost remains a major roadblock. Green hydrogen now costs 280 to 340 baht per kilogramme. To compete with diesel, it must drop to around 200. Domestic demand is still weak too, as Thailand lacks both infrastructure and a clear policy direction. Thailand is taking its first steps into the hydrogen era. The progress is small but promising. Still, without faster action, the country risks becoming just an importer of hydrogen rather than a developer that can add value and create jobs at home.

To make hydrogen part of the real economy, Thailand needs to move on several fronts.

Green hydrogen should first be used in heavy transport -- trucks, buses, and ships that need powerful, continuous energy. The government also needs to set clear safety standards and update the rules to officially allow hydrogen as a fuel.

Costs have to come down, too, so green hydrogen can compete with diesel. And to make it practical, Thailand must expand its refuelling network, attract private investment, and fund more research and development.

Both CCUS and hydrogen hold enormous promise. But that promise will remain out of reach without clear long-term goals, coherent policies, strong laws, and the right financial incentives.

The sooner Thailand invests in these technologies of the future, the greater its chance of shaping, not just surviving, the world's next energy revolution.

Areeporn Asawinpongphan, PhD, is a Research Fellow. Korn Amnauypanit and Annop Jaewisorn are Researchers at the Thailand Development and Research Institute (TDRI). Policy Focus from the TDRI appears in the Bangkok Post on alternate Wednesdays. (Note: This article was part of the Energy Transition Policy Leadership Programme, supported by the Energy Regulatory Commission's Power Development Fund, 2024.)
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3131389/carbon-capture-hydrogen-and-net-zero



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Asean's moment of truth is now								

															

																	
										
											
											
																									
													
																																					
																										
												
												[image: A woman walks past an Association of Southeast Asian Nations sign on Oct 23, ahead of the 47th Asean Summit in Kuala Lumpur. (Photo: AFP)]
											
																							
													A woman walks past an Association of Southeast Asian Nations sign on Oct 23, ahead of the 47th Asean Summit in Kuala Lumpur. (Photo: AFP)												

																					

									

																For decades, integration into the global trading system has been vital to economic growth and development. Now, however, integration implies vulnerability, as powerful actors -- beginning with the US -- wield tariffs, export restrictions, and financial sanctions. For Southeast Asia, this turn of events represents both a warning and a call to action: countries must work together to shape their own destiny or others will decide their fate for them.
As it stands, the 11-member Association of Southeast Asian Nations' (Aseans') potential as an integrated production system and consumer market remains largely untapped.

Internal trade accounts for less than a quarter of Asean's total trade -- far below the roughly 60% in the European Union and even the 45% in North America under the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement. This lack of integration amounts to a major structural weakness, as investors continue to view Southeast Asia as a collection of individual markets, not a single economic bloc.

The costs of going it alone are mounting. As the world's major powers weaponise trade and technology flows and use industrial subsidies to distort the competitive landscape, smaller economies have few options for protecting their interests. Southeast Asian countries' vulnerability has been on stark display during bilateral trade negotiations with US President Donald Trump's administration, during which leaders have often had little choice but to make significant concessions.

Together, however, Southeast Asian countries constitute a formidable economic player. Asean boasts a combined GDP of roughly US$4 trillion (130 trillion baht) -- making it the world's fifth-largest economy -- and a population of over 680 million. Now, these countries must leverage their collective strength to build resilience.

In the short term, this means putting in place stronger shock absorbers, which can stabilise regional trade flows in times of disruption. To this end, rules of origin must be clearly defined and better enforced; trans-shipment loopholes must be closed; and trade-diversion safeguards must be coordinated across borders, so that sanctions or export restrictions do not paralyse regional supply chains.

In the medium term, Asean must become more deeply integrated. Much of the machinery already exists. The Asean Trade in Goods Agreement focuses on facilitating the free flow of goods within the bloc, and the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership seeks to lower trade barriers and improve market access among the Asean countries and their five free-trade partners (Australia, China, Japan, New Zealand, and South Korea). The Asean Single Window streamlines customs processes by permitting electronic exchange of trade-related documents. And the emerging Asean Digital Economy Framework Agreement (Defa) offers a roadmap for establishing an open, secure, competitive, and inclusive regional digital economy.

But implementation is lagging, and the full potential of these instruments is not being fulfilled. Commitments to upgrade the Trade in Goods Agreement, completing the Defa, and harmonising standards need to be followed by actions, so that Asean can encourage intra-regional sourcing, enable companies to scale up more easily, reduce the cost of doing business, and make the region a far more credible hub for manufacturing and services investment.

The Asean Geoeconomics Report 2025 -- presented last week at the first formal meeting of Asean Foreign and Economic Ministers in over 20 years and set for publication this month -- urges members to do precisely that. Crucially, it also proposes the creation of a high-level task force for geoeconomics, which would include economic and security officials. Institutionalising this connection between economic and security pillars -- domains that are vital to resilience -- would enable the region to act quickly and speak with one voice when shocks occur.

Asean must also reform its decision-making framework. While the bloc's consensus-based approach has so far preserved harmony, it is impeding action at a time when agility is badly needed. Moving towards a "consensus-minus-one" or qualified-majority approach in selected areas could advance progress without eroding unity. "Sandbox" pilots and "pathfinder" initiatives could do the same.

Deeper integration requires more robust institutions. Strengthening the Asean Secretariat's analytical and enforcement capacity would ensure that commitments are accompanied by timelines and mechanisms to ensure accountability.

Moreover, a good start to strengthening the private sector's role in driving economic integration would be to implement the proposed Asean Business Entity, which would offer qualifying companies regulatory advantages and other incentives to support cross-border operations, such as freer labour mobility. Together with other reforms, such as simplification of rules of origin and harmonisation of standards, this initiative would go a long way towards enabling firms to justify greater capital expenditure in the bloc.

Only by embracing more agile decision-making frameworks, deepening internal integration, and strengthening its institutions can Asean build balanced partnerships with powerhouses like China, India, Japan, and the US.

If Asean's leaders act with boldness and clarity now, they can set the stage for decades of stability, dynamism, autonomy, and prosperity. If they hesitate, Asean will squander its opportunity to decide its own future. (c)2025 Project Syndicate

Mari Elka Pangestu, Special Envoy on International Trade to Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto, is a former minister of trade for Indonesia and a former managing director at the World Bank. Tan Sri Rebecca Fatimah Sta Maria is a former secretary-general at the Ministry of International Trade and Industry of Malaysia and the former executive director of the Apec Secretariat.
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        Your horoscope for Nov 7-13
        Your spot-on horoscope for work, money and relationship from Guru by the Bangkok Post's famously accurate fortune teller. Let's see how you will fare this week and beyond.

      

      
        Aespa ready to thrill fans  at Impact Arena
        K-pop sensation aespa are set to thrill Thai fans at "2025 aespa Live Tour - SYNK : aeXIS Line - In Bangkok" on Nov 15 and 16 at Impact Arena.

      

      
        A new classic
        The second of only two Vietnamese restaurants with a Michelin green star, Lamai Garden in Hanoi lives up to its accolade.

      

      
        The sweet side of Thai life
        With the evolution of Thai cuisine, it is natural that desserts also move into 2025, especially with evolving tastes and preferences.

      

      
        How often should you reset your PC or smartphone?
        If your computer or smartphone feels sluggish, behaves oddly or seems past its prime, you might wonder whether a full reset is the answer. The truth is, there's no fixed schedule for wiping your system clean, but there are clear signs and certain situations when it makes sense and when it doesn't.

      

      
        New movies out this week: Nov 6-12
        New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.&nbsp;
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        Exhibition hopes to shift attitude towards cancer
        Mahidol University's Faculty of Medicine and Siriraj Hospital have launched a digital art exhibition of cancer to inspire hope.
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									Rethinking Alzheimer's care: why traditional Alzheimer's management isn't enough

									As dementia cases surge worldwide, a growing body of experts is challenging traditional treatment protocols--advocating for a proactive, integrative approach that tackles Alzheimer's at its biological roots
								

									The shadow of Alzheimer's disease looms large over our aging population. It is more than a memory disorder; it's a humanitarian, social, and economic crisis. Accounting for nearly 80 percent of all dementia cases, Alzheimer's represents an immense loss of independence, identity, and quality of life. Yet, as the world braces for a demographic wave of cognitive decline, scientists and clinicians are arguing that the standard playbook--largely focused on symptomatic drug management--simply isn't enough. What's needed is a deeper, root-cause strategy that reimagines brain health itself.
									The Science of Decline: Why Memory Fades

Alzheimer's is, at its core, a disease of disconnection. It begins silently, years before diagnosis, as two rogue proteins--beta-amyloid and tau--accumulate inside the brain. These toxic build-ups choke off neuronal communication, leading to inflammation, cellular death, and ultimately, the unravelling of cognitive function.

While age and genetics remain immutable risk factors, researchers now know that lifestyle and systemic health play decisive roles in determining who succumbs and who resists. Chronic inflammation, often triggered by metabolic disease, toxin exposure, or vascular dysfunction, accelerates this neurodegenerative process. In essence, the body's internal ecosystem dictates the fate of the brain.

A systemic problem, experts say, demands a systemic solution.

[image: Rethinking Alzheimer's care: why traditional Alzheimer's management isn't enough]


Catching Alzheimer's Early: When Small Changes Speak Loudly

The most critical window for intervention is early--often when signs are still subtle.

Memory lapses that once seemed trivial--misplacing names, repeating questions, or losing track of time--can signal the earliest stages of decline. So too can emotional shifts: uncharacteristic anxiety, irritability, or disorientation.

"Recognizing the difference between normal aging and pathological change is everything," says one cognitive health specialist. "When the symptoms start to shape daily life, that's the moment for decisive action."

Prevention as the New Cure

Alzheimer's prevention, once seen as a hopeful slogan, is fast becoming a medical discipline. The approach starts with risk awareness and personalized screening.

Through genetic testing--particularly the detection of APOE variants and amyloid beta protein levels--doctors can map a patient's predisposition long before symptoms emerge. Such foresight allows the crafting of individualized prevention plans designed to preserve brain integrity over decades.

But genes, clinicians emphasize, are not destiny.

The Lifestyle Prescription

Every neuron thrives or falters based on the body that houses it.

Diet, movement, and stress resilience are not optional--they are medicine.

Nutrition for cognition means abundant omega-3s, antioxidant-rich greens, and minimal sugar and processed fats. Exercise acts as a natural neurotrophic stimulant, fostering the growth of new neuronal connections. Even a brisk daily walk or activities like yoga and dance--requiring coordination and rhythm--can measurably enhance cognitive resilience.

Equally vital is stress mastery. Chronic tension floods the brain with cortisol, damaging neurons and impairing memory. Mindfulness, rest, and joyful engagement are not indulgences--they are prescriptions.

The Three-Phase Model of Integrative Alzheimer's Care

When prevention is no longer enough, a comprehensive, layered approach can still reshape outcomes.

Phase 1: Conventional Support.

Pharmaceuticals such as cholinesterase inhibitors and NMDA receptor antagonists remain the cornerstone for symptom management, improving neurotransmission and slowing functional loss.

Phase 2: Cognitive and Functional Therapy.

Here, rehabilitation meets creativity. Cognitive training, occupational therapy, and expressive therapies--music, art, and movement--can reignite communication pathways and preserve autonomy.

Phase 3: Biological Restoration.

This is where innovation meets regeneration. By targeting cellular health and circulation, therapies like chelation help remove heavy metals and toxins that impede blood flow. Oxidation and antioxidant therapies counteract inflammation, while tailored nutritional and hormonal support restores metabolic balance.

Most promising of all are new frontiers in peptide and nucleic acid therapy, which aim to repair neural damage and stimulate the birth of new brain cells--a potential turning point in how we understand recovery.

A Future of Cognitive Resilience

The evolving Alzheimer's strategy reframes the disease not as an inevitable descent, but as a challenge that can be managed, slowed, and perhaps one day reversed. It demands that care begin not at the point of crisis, but in midlife--through vigilant screening, lifestyle precision, and early medical partnership.

This integrated vision of brain care--bridging pharmaceuticals, functional medicine, and regenerative science--represents more than a treatment model. It's a movement toward lifelong cognitive vitality, empowering individuals to take charge of their brain health before memory fades into silence.

Author: KANMANEE TERDPRAVAT, MD, Integrative and Anti-Ageing Medicine Physician, Absolute Health Integrative Medicine, Bangkok.

https://absolute-health.org | www.facebook.com/absolutehealth.org | Line OA: @absolutehealth
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									Your horoscope for Nov 7-13

									
								

									Your spot-on horoscope for work, money and relationship from Guru by the Bangkok Post's famously accurate fortune teller. Let's see how you will fare this week and beyond.
									
	([?]) is for work, ([?]) is for money, () is for coupled life and ([?]) is for single life

	Previous ones: https://www.bangkokpost.com/topics/1702300/horoscope





 Aries

Mar 21 - Apr 19

([?]) Expect (and embrace) changes in your workplace. Something may get postponed or expedited. Your colleagues are more helpful than usual, making teamwork feel less like a chore. An unexpected challenge won't block you -- it'll be an opportunity to boost your skillset and value as a worker.  

([?]) Expect your income to match your grind. If others depend on you financially, a sudden time-sensitive expense could pop up, so budget wisely. Property disputes could be settled through an unexpected peacemaker or compromise. Never guarantee anyone's debt. Save yourself the headache.  

() Family drama makes you question whether you two envision the same future. Communication with your partner will need extra patience. Steer clear of comparing careers, relationship roles or other couples' Insta-perfect lives. One careless word could snowball into a full-blown fight where you both say things you'll regret.  

([?]) You meet a fresh face through work or a friend's introduction. They might catch feelings for you, but you remain uninterested. Already seeing someone? They may be about to pull a slow fade before completely ghosting you. Turns out they weren't single to begin with.

 Taurus

Apr 20 - May 20

([?]) Brace yourself for power play and mind games in your workplace. Some may become more aggressive, forcing you to stand firm on your ground and set clear boundaries. Your industry is getting more competitive so be ready to step up your game. Learn how to work smarter, not harder. Don't waste your energy on tasks that can be delegated. 

([?]) You start to see who your past financial decisions benefit your present. Your main job and side gig will keep you very busy but they generate satisfying incomes. A friend or cousin will bring you money opportunities. Unexpected expenses may pop up.

() Your love may face minor mix-ups and misunderstandings but a heartfelt talk can fix everything. You and your partner grow closer as you two pursue a healthier lifestyle that improves body and mind. Binge-watching may be replaced by a park run. Cross-cultural couples discuss which country should they settle down in. 

([?]) Someone from your work, gym or wellness centre may become interested in you. Whether you're flattered or unsure, be mindful with how you communicate with them. Talk with them too much you may lead them on. Talk too little and you may apprear rude.  

 Gemini

May 21 - Jun 20

([?]) You deliver more impact and maintain laser-sharp focus. Bigwigs will be on board with your ideas. You'll juggle resources, people and politics, handling all expectations with finesse. Every unexpected twist in your journey teaches or gives you something. Your surpass your old benchmarks.

([?]) A golden opportunity you missed out on is circling back with your name on it. Expect favourable results from your financial negotiations and financial decisions. Your wallet's getting bigger as your stress is dropping. One lingering debt is about to be history.  

() Disagreements will dissolve quickly. You manage to attend to your responsibilities and make time to make your partner feel appreciated. A lovely surprise awaits couples.  Your relationship is evolving into something deeper, stronger and more committed. 

([?]) You may fancy someone from work or a work-related social event. You two may want to get to know each other in secret to preempt being gossiped about by your colleagues. It's not a crime but doing so means one less thing you have to be concerned about. 

 Cancer

Jun 21 - Jul 22

([?]) Your instincts and imagination will be perfectly aligned, making it easier to decipher situations and find smart solutions. Managing all the moving parts will feel surprisingly easy. You surpass your own benchmarks and expectations. A new wave of hope and inspiration will fuel your vision, helping you spot new possibilities in your career or business. 

([?]) Money flows in smoothly, thanks to your hard hustle. An unexpected reward, treat or perk arrives. A friend from afar might drop a money-making opportunity that's big but challenging. You can easily cover essential expenses and/or get rid of one debt. Beware of tempting deals to avoid unnecessary splurges. 

() Work or family drama could stir tension and test your bond. You may wonder whether your dreams still align or start to drift apart. Your affection and care for each other remain intact, however. 

([?]) Your main character energy will turn heads in real life and online. If you're looking for a relationship only, watch out for players, scammers and fling-seekers. Protect your peace by setting firm boundaries. Find love at your own pace.

 Leo

Jul 23 - Aug 22

([?]) An urgent crisis or project will test your limits, but you can manage your energy, emotions and priorities like a seasoned pro. Your flexibility helps you deal with any chaos and disorder, while your people skills maintain peace between all parties. Progress may be too slow for you, but steady steps will eventually lead to success.

([?]) A golden opportunity you once missed out on could circle back and land in your lap. Valuable tips from someone in your network could help you spend smarter or sharpen your investment game. Travel abroad this week? Keep your valuables close and watch for nimble fingers.  

() Your relationship will feel less sweet and exciting. Work, responsibilities and conflicting schedules will pull you two apart. Minor miscommunications create small misunderstandings, but have no serious impact on your love. You might feel bored, yet the love and care remain. This rough patch shall soon pass. 

([?]) Still stuck on past love? You'll soon finally break free. Someone in your circle may become romantically interested in you, but you're unsure if this is good news. No worries. Your heart will tell you what it really needs when you give it room to breathe.

 Virgo

Aug 23 - Sept 22

([?]) Delays and roadblocks will finally be cleared as your projects progress more smoothly. You'll hit the targets you've been chasing. Managing team dynamics and everyone's expectations won't feel so difficult. You'll handle everyone with respect and kindness. A job interview coming up? Expect only good news. 

([?]) Negotiating your pay? You'll receive your true worth. An older ally in your network will drop insider info or hook you up with a sweet deal. You can cover your essential bills and afford to spend for joy. A close friend or relative might ask for a loan and your gut tells you that you won't get it back. 

() Money matters and future plans might trigger some heated discussions with your partner. One of you is getting serious about where the relationship is heading way more than the other, but you both care enough to work through this. 

([?]) Work or new scenery will bring you new faces, but none make your heart flutter. If you're in a situationship, expect zero progress and sharp clarity about your lifestyle differences. Truth is, letting them go won't cost you a sleepless night.

 Libra

Sept 23 - Oct 22

([?]) Overcoming challenges will bring the recognition you've been after. Expect collaborations inside and outside the office. You'll manage resources wisely and handle expectations from all directions with ease. You'll be the team's trusted guru and peacekeeper. Pitch your ideas and watch the bigwigs nod along.  

([?]) Your income will flow in more smoothly. Extra cash may pop up from a surprise source. You can cover both essentials and extra expenses with ease. You keep your spending in check and know how to treat yourself to little joys. If you're working on closing a deal, it'll soon be signed and sealed. 

() Work or family drama might rattle your relationship a little, resulting in tension between you two. Intense emotions could flare up while hidden truths get revealed. Your love will go through some tests, but it'll emerge stronger. 

([?]) You're in no rush to be in a relationship. You're happily single and in love with your freedom right now. You live your best life. Some of your friends may even become envious of your life.

 Scorpio

Oct 23 - Nov 21

([?]) Expect to expand your work scope and upgrade both tech and soft skills. You'll handle conflicts and challenges with calm composure and sharper clarity. Deadlines won't make you sweat, whether you're in the office or working remotely. A opportunity may come your way and it looks too good to pass up. Read the fine print carefully. Watch out for the stuff they're not telling you. 

([?]) Expect income delays and unexpected expenses like medical bills or home repairs. Say no to gambling. Beware of impulse buys. Don't lend to anyone right now. Prioritise your own financial well-being first. 

() A mutual friend might pull you both into their messy drama, creating unnecessary tension. Communication with your partner may be poor, leaving you feeling ignored. Still, small sulks will fade and one spontaneous moment together could reignite the sparks.  

([?]) An opportunity to get to know your crush presents itself. Enjoy their company but don't expect that they would reciprocate your feelings. They're trying you out to see if you can be more than their friend.

 Sagittarius

Nov22 - Dec 21

([?]) Hold on tight for a tsunami of surprises, threatening to drown your workplace in rumours, distrust and ego battles. Amid the chaos, the power and perks others crave could land in your lap. Friendly faces may shed their skin to reveal the snakes underneath. Turn their envy into fuel. Guard your brilliant ideas and secrets for success.

([?]) Your main gig and side hustle bring you more curveballs and complications, but you will see a sweet payoff if you stay patient. Your money management game will be on point. You can quickly adjust your financial plans to suit any situations Extra caution on Nov 10-11: investment leads may be fake or misleading.  

() Talking money with your honey will test your patience. You two may bump heads over spending styles and priorities, but love and compromise can smooth things out. Expect some QT and sweet moments. Romance heats up, passion runs wild. Just keep things vanilla in the bedroom to avoid an awkward hospital visit.  

([?]) Someone picture-perfect will dazzle you with sweet words and heart-racing moments. Yet their mysterious vibe might trigger your inner detective. Let yourself enjoy their company, but keep your radar switched on. Spot red flags before stepping further.

 Capricorn

Dec 22 - Jan 19

([?]) Higher-ups and clients will push for higher expectations and tight deadlines that'll test your limits. Surprise travel and impromptu pitches are also in the cards. You'll manage energy, resources and relationships with impressive efficiency. What looks like a crisis could become your career catapult.  

([?]) A wider network will unlock fresh income ideas you haven't considered before. A close friend may hand you a freelance opportunity. You can manage spending and saving with strong discipline. Your long term financial goals keep you motivated.  

() Couple time will shrink due to conflicting schedules. Miscommunications could snowballl into major fights. Speak with extra clarity. If you are secretly seeing someone on the side, brace yourself for drama. You may get exposed due to your own slip-up or their detective work. Well, you've made your bed.

([?]) Someone from work or a work-related social event shows romantic interest in you. It's better to get to know each other in secret to avoid gossipy colleagues. Also, a stranger might slide into your DMs with some flirty energy.

 Aquarius

Jan 20 - Feb 18

([?]) Sudden shifts will increase your workload with intricate, detail-heavy tasks. Expect paperwork delays and broken promises to help. You'll butt heads with your boss over methods and resources. Stay cool and collected. If you're job hunting, a chance to work in a new city or a whole new timezone may pop up.  

([?]) What you're expecting might not land.  Unexpected cash is on the cards but it isn't a jackpot. You'll tackle debt with intent and keep lifestyle inflation in check. Be more mindful of your phone and valuables when you go out.

() A party or trip together could spark jealousy when a bold stranger openly flirts with you or your partner. Old wounds and buried secrets will rattle your relationship. Heated arguments will flare up, then cool down into sweet reconciliation moments. Keep your cool when handling these emotional ups and downs.  

([?]) An opportunity to get close to your crush is on the cards but don't be too eager or too available for them. You like them more than they like you. A romance scammer may slide into your DMs. Keep your guard up.

 Pisces

Feb 19 - Mar 20

([?]) You'll pick up new tools and tech instantly and build a skill set that truly counts. Unexpected drama may be your chance to shine and show what you've got. Both your main job and side gig will keep you very busy. You'll still manage energy, relationships and deadlines with ease. 

([?]) Travel and new connections will spark income ideas you never consider before. You'll resist the urge to splurge and manage cash with sharp discipline. You're driven by long-term goals that keep you laser-focused and motivated. Your scamdar is on point, so scammers won't stand a chance.  

() A pleasant surprise or mini windfall will be heading your way as a couple. Disagreements and mismatched expectations might bubble up. A low-key moment together will spark unexpected romance and passion might ignite some daring new adventures between the sheets. 

([?]) Cupid's playing games with your heart. You'll feel instant sparks with a fresh face from a different culture. An old flame may circle back, stirring butterflies you thought were gone.
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									Aespa ready to thrill fans  at Impact Arena

									
								

									K-pop sensation aespa are set to thrill Thai fans at "2025 aespa Live Tour - SYNK : aeXIS Line - In Bangkok" on Nov 15 and 16 at Impact Arena.
									Aespa's hit Supernova was named Best K-pop Song Of 2024 by Billboard magazine in the US and they were named Group of the Year at Billboard's Women In Music 2025. Their first studio album Armageddon was named Best K-pop Album at the 2025 Korean Music Awards. In June 2025, aespa released the catchy single Dirty Work which debuted at their highest positions yet -- No.5 on the Billboard Global 200 and No.2 on the Billboard Global Excl. US chart.

In early September, aespa launched their sixth mini album Rich Man which expresses irresistible charm with confidence as well as speaking of self-love and self-respect. The album surpassed 1 million pre-orders, continuing their status as "million-sellers" for the seventh consecutive time.

The show name "aeXIS Line" was inspired by Karina, Giselle, Winter and Ningning being the central axis of this concert. The group performs under the concept of "The Beginning Of Unity" together with those who share the same goal -- their official fan club MY.

Tickets cost 2,900, 3,900, 4,900, 5,800 and 5,900 baht. The 2,200 baht and VIP 6,500 baht tickets sold out.

For more information, visit facebook.com/smtruethailand and x.com/SMTrueThailand.
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									A new classic

									Hanoi's Lamai Garden chef-patron Tran Hieu Trung on creating dishes  that evoke place and time
								

									The second of only two Vietnamese restaurants with a Michelin green star, Lamai Garden in Hanoi lives up to its accolade.
									Located in a small house, tucked away in a residential neighbourhood, the 14-seater restaurant is helmed and owned by chef Tran Hieu Trung. He became a chef accidentally.

[image: Lamai Garden chef-patron Tran Hieu Trung. photos courtesy of Lamai Garden]
Lamai Garden chef-patron Tran Hieu Trung. (Photos courtesy of Lamai Garden)



"I started cooking seriously a bit late, when I was around 30. I often think that cooking chose me, not the opposite. I think most of our careers choose us in life. When I was young, I chose to be an engineer and I wasn't fit for it. One day I went to the kitchen and really enjoyed my time in it, and then I decided to do this professionally," explains chef Trung.

"I really enjoyed cooking French cuisine and wanted to see what it was really like in France. I decided to go to France to be trained at Le Cordon Bleu. However, the more time I spent in France, the more I realised that I didn't really like French cuisine and yearned for Vietnamese. In order to get to the end of something, we must have our heart in it."

After studying in France, he returned and embraced Vietnamese cuisine. Though the chef was born and brought up in the south of the country, he decided to open Lamai Garden in Hanoi because his family decided to move back there.

Lamai Garden reflects his philosophy of seasonal and local ingredients, often sourced from his mother-in-law's farm in the north and his organic farm 500m from the restaurant.

"The name of the restaurant comes from a combination of the names of my two children, Lam and Mai. Actually, the predecessor of Lamai was La Cherie, which was a bistro," says chef Trung.

[image: Sand worm cake with young rice.]
Sand worm cake with young rice.
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Pork with fermented black bean sauce and garlic vinegar.



[image: Hanoi's only Michelin green star recipient, Lamai Garden is a 14-seater restaurant.]
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"But later I decided to separate the restaurant from the bakery, to develop a purely Vietnamese concept. I did not think too much when I started the restaurant. I just wanted my customers to feel the place and time; so when they eat at my restaurant they know what time of the year it is. Is it autumn or summer? I began with simple thinking."

The bistro also served seasonal and local ingredients, and when the chef moved to Lamai Garden, he had more time to think about the concept. However, chef Trung says doing fine dining in Vietnam with local ingredients is a bit of a challenge.

"The ingredient quality from the farms in Vietnam aren't as good when compared to France or Japan. Though we have good seafood, by the time it reaches to Hanoi, it's not the same quality. If you eat pork in the mountains, it is very good, but here in Hanoi, you cannot find that species. So that is why most fine dining restaurants in Vietnam need to use imported ingredients," he explains.

The small organic farm is where he grows seasonal vegetables and the restaurant's front garden is full of herbs and leafy greens, often used in the dishes. In fact, it would not be out of the ordinary to see a chef pop into the garden during service to grab a few ingredients for the next dish. Farm-to-table doesn't get any fresher.

"When I started Lamai Garden, I asked my mother-in-law to raise some ducks for me. To get good ingredients, I had to grow my own vegetables. Only later did I find farms that grow vegetables and raise animals in the organic way that I wanted to order from and use," says chef Trung.

"The menu at Lamai Garden is loosely based on Japanese kaiseki, which is equivalent to the Vietnamese saying 'each dish has its own season'. Looking at the distinct summer and winter markets in different parts of Vietnam, there are different produce available. Winter is the season of vegetables and citrus fruits, while in the summer squash and pumpkin are at their best. My menu also focuses on the different cuisines between regions. The ingredients based on geography, climate and people are also reflected in the dishes.

"In my hometown, I said I would only buy free-range pigeon and then the farmers said they would raise them for me and not use the cages any more. I think in time, when more people request better ingredients and produce, more farmers are encouraged to participate in this food chain."

The restaurant's garden is also home to mountainous herbs. There is even a plant that tastes like Coca-Cola, which the chef brought from the mountains and realised it could be grown in Hanoi. The chef chooses most ingredients and produce when he travels.

[image: Sweet and sour pho.]
Sweet and sour pho.
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Young pigeon marinated in fermented soybean.



"Usually when I travel, I met many people who rear animals and grow unique vegetables and edible plants. I ask them if they can send it to me in Hanoi and that's how I choose my suppliers. My menu often has ducks that my mother-in-law breeds, mountain goats and black pigs," adds chef Trung.

"Even the food from the North and South differ with the south being bolder, while the North being more herbaceous. You can notice the differences in a simple bowl of pho and what is put into it. The north doesn't put as many herbs into pho as the south and since I grew up in the south, I prefer it with lots of herbs and sauce.

"At Lamai Garden, the menu can also be described as my journey through Vietnam. Depending on the season, you will see my past in Ho Chi Minh City and some dishes from the north or south. Of course, when I add my personality, the dish that leans more towards the south is more my version. I used to spend time on presentation, but later on after cooking a dish, I wanted to serve it immediately. The beauty of the dish, is after all, in the cooking technique, even if it is just a vegetable dish."

Chef Trung prefers meat to vegetables and that is emphasised in his menu. Even on the winter menu, one can expect to find dishes like mustard greens and cabbage, which he says "is very refreshing, but in a different way. Nothing is heavy and it feels very light, but not boring".

The wild duck he serves weighs less than a kilo and are bred for his table alone.

"What I like about this duck is that it doesn't smell like duck. It is not gamey but is fragrant, almost," says chef Trung.

"It is imperative to note that I do not want to elevate Vietnamese cuisine; neither do I serve modern Vietnamese cuisine. At Lamai, we bring new breath to Vietnamese cuisine, honouring traditional values with our approach, which is sourcing the best product, following the seasons and making things simple."

[image: Hanoi's only Michelin green star recipient, Lamai Garden is a 14-seater restaurant.]
Hanoi's only Michelin green star recipient, Lamai Garden is a 14-seater restaurant.
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									The sweet side of Thai life

									Asia's Best Pastry Chef 2025 Dej Kewkacha on the contemporary interpretation of Thai desserts at Kao Nom
								

									With the evolution of Thai cuisine, it is natural that desserts also move into 2025, especially with evolving tastes and preferences.
									Enter Asia's Best Pastry Chef 2025, Dej Kewkacha, who is on a mission to modernise Thai desserts and take them to the global stage.

"If you trace the history of Thai word for sweets, kao means rice and nom means milk and when put together, it became kanom in Thai. Since Thailand is famous for rice, I saw the potential to develop rice milk into desserts. Traditionally, in Thailand, we only use sticky rice in desserts, but we can do much more than using rice. Hence, I named the contemporary Thai dessert brand Kao Nom," says chef Dej.

[image: Custard Pudding is a three-layered taro custard.]
Custard Pudding is a three-layered taro custard.




"I actually started the research of Kao Nom during the pandemic. Initially, I selected some 20 special rice varieties from every province, but ended up with six, including white and red jasmine rice, Sang Yod rice from Thale Noi, Phatthalung, and Bue Kee and Bue Sakor rice, local varieties of the Karen from Chiang Mai. I also only use local ingredients, such as Thai chocolate from Chiang Mai, which has been grown from seedlings for more than 30 years, and Doi Manee Phruek coffee from Nan grown by the Hmong people, who revived a floating sawmill into Thailand's best coffee plantation.

"I also chose coffee husk tea from Loei and source only from Thai farmers. Kao Nom also prioritises sustainability and has a zero waste approach when possible. We've transformed waste materials from coconut shells, rice husks and corn into cutlery and tableware. Our staff uniforms are upcycled from rice husks and our menus are printed on paper made from discarded rice husks."

The chef, however, is no stranger to using rice in his desserts. Under the Kyo Roll En brand, he used rice for the famous Cocorice Japanese roll cake during Covid.

"Since that roll cake was such a hit, I decided to use rice milk in my desserts and even in Kao Nom's signature drinks," he adds.

[image: Above  The Cocorice Roll Set is one of Kao Nom's signature desserts. Photos: Somchai Poomlard]
The Cocorice Roll Set is one of Kao Nom's signature desserts. Photos: Somchai Poomlard




The Cocorice Roll Set is one of Kao Nom's signature desserts. Sang Yod Rice, young coconut cream and coconut milk are used for the roll cake, which is served with a soft-serve Sang Yod Rice ice cream and a rice cracker made from three varieties of rice. The ice cream has a tiny addition of salt since the chef isn't a fan of sweet desserts and prefers them a tad savoury.

"The roll uses everything from the coconut; the flesh from young coconut, coconut milk and macapuno coconut," adds the chef.

"In Thailand, we rarely cook rice by boiling it on the stove. The water that the rice is boiled in is full of nutrients, so I used that rice water to brew tea and have created a rice drink."

This is reflected in the signature drink, Rice Milk Tea, which uses Ceylon tea brewed in rice water and topped with soft rice milk foam.

"Thai desserts have so much potential. I have been creating Japanese desserts for 16-17 years now and since I am Thai, it was time for me to come back to my roots," asserts chef Dej.

[image: Right  Kao Nom showcases how contemporary traditional Thai desserts can be.]
Kao Nom showcases how contemporary traditional Thai desserts can be.




"Everyone thinks of mango sticky rice as the quintessential Thai dessert, but I want to change the narrative on Thai desserts and modernise traditional ones. Thai desserts have a rich, long history and could be another soft power for Thailand. Enough talk about tom yum goong or pad Thai; it is time for Thai desserts to be in the world spotlight."

However, he doesn't veer far from his craft and uses Japanese techniques to create desserts at Kao Nom. For the Pandan tart, French techniques are used to make the base.

"We use coconut sugar from Phetchaburi and pandan to make the ganache. In Southeast Asia and Thailand we are used to eating bread and pandan, but here I've taken that idea and turned it into a pandan ganache tart. This is my approach at Kao Nom," says chef Dej.

The tart has pandan "kaya", pandan cake, coconut cream and is a modern version of sangkhaya or Thai pandan custard.

Easily the most innovative drink on Kao Nom's menu and, dare I say, in Thailand, is the Thai Rice Matcha, which isn't matcha at all but is made from young rice plants, which are green and lend the colour to the "matcha". The chef has even reinterpreted a dessert he created at his first event in Japan.

[image: The sweet side of Thai life]


"I was the only dessert chef at the Cook Japan Project and I wanted to do something that is Japanese, but tasted Thai. So I thought of doing something like uni but it's actually made of foi thong, the egg custard. I used sticky rice and coconut and the wasabi is made from pandan and white beans. The shoyu is made from longan and I rolled it out in front of customers," he explains.

The Uni Onigiri is hand-rolled table-side and may look like a Japanese onigiri, until you taste it. "Since this was the first dessert that people knew me for, I had to bring it back and it connects to rice."

The most refreshing dessert on the menu is the seasonal one. The Rainy Parfait is made with pink guava ice cream, pink guava and basil granita, torch ginger flower jelly, Siam Ruby pomelo and salt and chilli.

"The concept of this comes from the fact that Thais love to eat fresh fruits, which rotate according to the seasons. My seasonal dessert follows a colour that changes according to the fruits of the season," explains chef Dej.

For the winter menu, there will be Chiang Mai strawberry and custard apple, and mayong chit or Marian plum will also feature when in season. "We might even change often in one season and may showcase two or three different mangoes when in season."

Ice came to the Thailand during the reign of King Rama IV, and during the reign of King Rama V, shaved ice in desserts became popular. This was the reason, chef Dej decided to put shaved ice on the menu at Kao Nom despite having a brand that offers only kakigori.

"When I was young, I liked eating the traditional Thai-style shaved ice or nam kang sai, which usually is a bowl of shaved ice with various syrups and toppings. I wanted to recreate that nostalgia in my way," he says.

At Kao Nom, Taro Kakigori with fresh taro sauce mochi and taro chips is on offer, along with Chocolate Kakigori with 74% Thai organic chocolate from Chiang Mai, a jade mochi and pandan froth.

Sourcing cacao pods from his supplier, the chef's Cacao Story comes to life. In the pod, there is triple chocolate ice cream, dark chocolate granita, longan jam and som saa. Also, following the zero-waste principle, is the Makrut dessert. Chocolate ganache is piped into a hollowed-out kaffir lime shell, sprinkled with spicy dried larb powder. Custard Pudding, which is a three-layered taro custard is served in an empty egg shell and comes in an egg carton.

The Bangkok Banana is a modern take kanom kluay or steamed banana and coconut cake.

"In Thailand, bananas are famous in almost every region -- bananas from Kamphaeng Phet are best eaten fresh or dried, and the Pearl banana from the Northeast is best roasted. This is my take on a Thai banana. It is a three-layer banana cake served creme brulee-style. I scoop out the banana from the peel and use the peel to plate the dessert," says the chef.

Kao Nom also makes seasonal preserves and jams that are served with Thai toast, which is a sourdough brioche. Currently being served with longan, pandan and bilimbi.

Despite wanting people to experience more Thai desserts than just mango sticky rice, it has made its way to Kao Nom's menu, but in chef Dej's unique style. It is presented as a layered cake with sticky rice, fresh mango, mango pudding, fresh coconut jelly and coconut sauce in a hollowed-out, edible whole young coconut.

"Kao Nom not only showcases how contemporary traditional Thai desserts can be, but it also shows how versatile Thai ingredients are, as well. I want people outside of Thailand to know more about our desserts, because everyone talks about Thai food, but rarely talks about Thai desserts, save for mango sticky rice," says chef Dej.

Thai dessert histroy

Thai desserts are more than just sweet conclusions to a meal -- they are an art form and a cultural identity passed down through generations.

From the ancient Trai Phum Phra Ruang (Three Worlds According To King Ruang) of the Sukhothai era, which documented desserts made from flour and sugar, to the golden age of Thai confections during the reign of King Narai The Great, when Maria Guyomar de Pinha (Thao Thong Kip Ma or the Queen of Thai Sweets) introduced egg yolks and whites into Thai sweets, each period marked a significant evolution in Thai dessert history.

In the early Rattanakosin era, Thai desserts became refined palace art, famously celebrated in King Rama II's royal poem Kap He Chom Khrueang Khao Wan (The Poem Of Savoury And Sweet Dishes).
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									How often should you reset your PC or smartphone?

									
								

									If your computer or smartphone feels sluggish, behaves oddly or seems past its prime, you might wonder whether a full reset is the answer. The truth is, there's no fixed schedule for wiping your system clean, but there are clear signs and certain situations when it makes sense and when it doesn't.
									Resetting a personal computer (PC) or mobile phone is not a casual task. It involves backing up your files, reinstalling the operating system (Windows, Android, or iOS), all your applications and then restoring your data. It basically offers a fresh start for your device. Years ago, I recommend doing this annually, especially for heavy users. Today, that advice has changed.

Modern versions of Windows, Android and iOS are far more resilient than their older editions. While the operating systems remain complex, their ability to handle updates, software changes and security patches has improved dramatically. For most casual users, a reset may never be necessary during the device's lifetime. Many people now replace their devices even before a reset becomes essential.

So why reset at all? Over time, even the most robust systems accumulate clutter. Updates replace old components, while drivers come and go and applications leave traces behind. Junk files accumulate, malware infections, configuration changes and third-party software can all contribute to instability. The symptoms are subtle. They include slower performance, erratic behaviour or occasional crashes. A reset clears the slate and restores stability.

But here's the key point: the rate of degradation has slowed. For everyday users, Windows, Android and iOS systems can remain stable for years without intervention. My own experience proves the point. I used to reset my PC annually, but my current desktop -- now three years old -- has only been reset once, and it has been pushed to its limits regularly. Your experience may differ, but the principle stands: do not schedule resets and do them when performance truly declines.

There are other moments when a reset makes sense. If you are considering buying a new machine, try resetting your current one first. It might feel like new again, saving you money and hassle. Similarly, if your system has been compromised by malware, a reset is often faster and more reliable than hours of scanning and guesswork. It guarantees a clean start and removes any lingering threats.

That said, a reset is not a magic bullet. It won't solve every problem, and operating systems evolve over time. A clean install today may behave differently from one done years ago, even on the same hardware. Still, removing accumulated cruft is always beneficial.

The bottom line is do not plan resets by the calendar. Watch for signs of decline, consider malware recovery or pre-upgrade checks. And remember, you may never need to reset at all. That's good news.
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									New movies out this week: Nov 6-12

									'Predator Badlands' is the ninth instalment in the Predator franchise
								

									New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week. 
									[image: ]

Kogaloak the Ghastly Village (Ko Ga Loak Village)

Directed by Poj Arnon, Nicky Nachat Juntapun and Kapol Thongplub.

Who's in it?

Padung Songsang, Kapol Thongplub and Nicky Nachat Juntapun.

What's it about?

A wave of chilling serial murders emerges, marked by the gruesome decay of male victims' secret part. As the police investigate, they confront eerie local myths and dark secrets. Is a vengeful ghost haunting the village, as some believe, or is a cunning serial killer at work?

Why watch it?

Also known as "Muban Kho Kalok".
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Predator Badlands

Directed by Dan Trachtenberg.

Who's in it? 

Elle Fanning and Dimitrius Schuster-Koloamatangi.

What's it about? 

A young Predator outcast from his clan finds an unlikely ally on his journey in search of the ultimate adversary.

Why watch it? 

The music in the trailer is performed by Mongolian folk metal band The Hu.
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Bugonia

Directed by Yorgos Lanthimos.

Who's in it? 

Jesse Plemons, Aidan Delbis and Emma Stone.

What's it about? 

Two conspiracy-obsessed young men kidnap the high-powered CEO of a major company, convinced that she is an alien intent on destroying planet Earth.

Why watch it?

Lanthimos asked composer Jerskin Fendrix to create the score for the movie giving Fendrix only "four key words" to work with: "Bees. Basement. Spaceship. Emily-bald."



[image: ]

Eiga Oshiri Tantei: Star and Moon (Butt Detective Star And Moon)

Directed by Hiroki Shibata.

Who's in it? 

The voices of Tetsuhiro Ikeda, Tetsuya Kakihara and Daiki Kobayashi. 

What's it about? 

The first glimpse into the thief's childhood. Oshiri Tantei trains to be an idol and teams up with Kaito U to solve a new mystery. 

Why watch it? 

The third full-length feature film for the bottom-shaped detective.



[image: ]

Good Fortune

Directed by Aziz Ansari.

Who's in it? 

Keanu Reeves, Seth Rogen, Aziz Ansari and Keke Palmer.

What's it about? 

A well-meaning but rather inept angel named Gabriel meddles in the lives of a struggling gig worker and a wealthy venture capitalist.

Why watch it? 

Reeves played DC's protagonist John Constantine in "Constantine" (2005) opposite of the angel Gabriel; in the comics he wore a suit with a trench coat but in film wore a simple black suit. In "Good Fortune", Reeves plays the angel Gabriel while garbed in a combination of both the comic and film rendition of Constantine's iconic outfit.



[image: ]

Ta Nian Ta Ri (Measure In Love)

Directed by Siu-Ping Kung.

Who's in it? 

Greg Han Hsu, Angela Yuen and Fai-Hung Chan.

What's it about? 

In a world split by a gravity wall where time moves differently, woman from the Aurora Zone and a man from the Evergreen Zone fall in love, despite the impossible challenge that one day for her equals one year for him.

Why watch it?

A fantasy love story that transcends time zones and is intertwined with fate. 



Premieres on Nov 12

[image: ]

j-Hope Tour 'Hope On The Stage'

Directed by Junsoo Park.

Who's in it?

Crush, Becky G and j-hope.

What's it about? 

J-hope performs songs from "Jack In The Box", "Hope On The Street Vol.1", debuts "Killin' It Girl (Solo)", and BTS classics. Features collaborations with Jin, Jung Kook, Crush, plus behind-the-scenes footage.

Why watch it? 

Hope On The Stage Tour was the first worldwide concert tour by South Korean rapper j-Hope.

[image: ]

One In A Mill10N

Directed by Wasabimayo.

What's it about? 

Nine talented performers rise to K-pop stardom as Twice, conquering global charts and hearts. As they mark 10 years together, this intimate look reveals their journey, bond and special connection with fans called Once.
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									BREAKING NEWS: The Michelin Guide arrives in New Zealand

									The inaugural edition will cover Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch and Queenstown
								

									The Michelin Guide is going way down under, all the way to Aotearoa New Zealand, marking its first-ever expansion into Oceania. The inaugural edition will cover Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch and Queenstown.
									[image: ]

Set to be unveiled in mid-2026, the restaurant selection is already under way, as Michelin Guide inspectors are on the ground, dining anonymously to identify the very best restaurants that showcase the unique culinary scenes of Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch and Queenstown.

The guide's expansion is made possible through Tourism New Zealand. "This recognition is more than a win for our chefs and winemakers -- it's a triumph for our entire hospitality and tourism sector. It celebrates the incredible dedication and talent of the people who bring our food and beverage experiences to life every day," said New Zealand's Minister for Tourism and Hospitality Louise Upston.

Aotearoa New Zealand is a land shaped by a fusion of cultures and contemporary cosmopolitan influences. Its cuisine reflects a melting pot of traditions, combined with an abundance of world-class local produce. From fresh seasonal vegetables to iconic grass-fed lamb and beef, New Zealand ingredients are elevated into modern cuisine, which includes international flair and are paired with some of the world's most acclaimed wines.

In Auckland, while New Zealand cuisine remains at the heart of the dining experience, the city offers inclusive fine dining that celebrates Aotearoa's multicultural identity to wine lists showcasing the best of local vineyards.

Wellington, New Zealand's creative capital, thrives on bold ideas and big flavours. The city has a multicultural culinary scene and a deep-rooted commitment to organic and sustainable produce encourages farm-to-table practices.

In the South Island, Christchurch restaurants capitalise on the region's natural abundance, from Banks Peninsula seafood to fresh produce from Canterbury's fertile plains.

Queenstown is a world-renowned resort town nestled amongst the dramatic peaks of the Southern Alps, offering a culinary landscape that marries natural bounty with eco-conscious innovation.

I already have a few good guesses for which restaurants will receive stars, do you?
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									Goethe-Institut gathers digital artists for 'Re:complex'

									
								

									The Goethe-Institut on Sathon Road is holding "Re:complex", an exhibition that reflects on the creative residue from a shared process among eight artists, from today until next Thursday.
									The eight-day show captures ideas, systems and signals the artists encountered during a Code-based Digital Art workshop led by Kim Asendorf, which was organised along with his first retrospective "Complex" in March this year. They are then refracted, reinterpreted and transformed into new artistic practices shaped by collaboration, code and conversation.

The artists explored a wide spectrum of concepts and approaches. Their works reflect diverse engagements with code, systems and media technologies, ranging from traditional music and classical dance reinterpreted as looping digital memory to simulations of artificial life that question pain, ethics and the future of human existence.

[image: An installation by Theerawat Klangjaroenchai. (Photo: Theerawat Klangjaroenchai)]
An installation by Theerawat Klangjaroenchai. (Photo: Theerawat Klangjaroenchai)




Low-resolution light fields reflect presence through abstraction. Ocean waves are translated into emotional data using computer vision. Simple bodily movements generate rippling digital ecosystems. Bangkok traffic becomes a tool for syncing narrative with movement, and memory is reprogrammed to navigate the layered emotions of diasporic longing.

The eight participating artists are Natthakit Kangsadansenanon, Nivedita Johri, Patt Vira, Rogerger Ng, Theerawat Klangjareonchai, Wasawat Somno, Wuttin Chansataboot and Lamtharn Hantrakul, aka Yaboihanoi.

The exhibition is open for weekday viewing daily from noon to 8pm and noon to 10pm from Friday to Sunday.

Visit goethe.de/bangkok.
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									Exhibition hopes to shift attitude towards cancer

									
								

									Mahidol University's Faculty of Medicine and Siriraj Hospital have launched a digital art exhibition of cancer to inspire hope.
									Featuring 21 pieces of five types of cancerous cells, "Let Hope Bloom" is held to improve public attitude towards cancer. The exhibition is aimed at raising public awareness of the disease and draw attention to prevention and cure provided by Siriraj Hospital, including surgery, chemotherapy, targeted therapy and radiotherapy.

According to the World Health Organization, cancer is the main cause of mortality globally, accounting for almost 10 million deaths in 2020, or nearly one in six deaths. Risk factors include tobacco use, alcohol consumption, unhealthy diet and pollution.

Last year, the National Cancer Institute found that cancer burden in Thailand rose to around 140,000 new cases and 83,000 deaths. The five most common cancers are liver, lung, breast, cervical and leukaemia. To avoid risk of cancer, individuals should maintain a healthy lifestyle.

On view, for example, is Saprang by a 49-year-old farmer in Ratchaburi. It was created using techniques of fluorescence dyeing, fluorescence microscopy and image stacking of her cancerous cells. At Siriraj Hospital, breast cancer is treated with chemotherapy to shrink tumours, followed by surgery.

Dao Rai by an anonymous patient involved techniques of immunostaining (the use of antibodies to detect specific proteins in cells or tissues), fluorescence microscopy and image stacking. Treatment for colon cancer starts with radiation and chemotherapy, followed by removal.

Visitors are invited to offer encouragement to cancer patients and donate to the Foundation for Cancer Care Siriraj Hospital.

"Let Hope Bloom" is running on the L floor of the BACC from Nov 4-16. It is open from 10am to 8pm every day except Monday.
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