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        Hong Kong issues first cold weather warning
        HONG KONG --- Hong Kong's forecaster has issued its first cold weather warning of the season on New Year's Day as temperatures are expected to fall to a low of 12 degrees Celsius (53.6&deg;Fahrenheit) in urban areas on Friday.

      

      
        Coach Maresca leaves Chelsea
        LONDON --- Enzo Maresca has left his role as Chelsea head coach after 18 months in charge, the Premier League club announced Thursday.

      

      
        Israel says it 'will enforce' ban on 37 NGOs in Gaza
        JERUSALEM - Israel said on Thursday that 37 international non-governmental organisations (NGOs) operating in Gaza had not complied with a deadline to meet "security and transparency standards," in particular disclosing information on their Palestinian staff, and that it "will enforce" a ban on their activities.

      

      
        Around 40 dead as fire ravages bar in Swiss ski resort town Crans Montana
        CRANS-MONTANA --- Swiss police believe &zwnj;around  40 people died and 100 were injured in a &zwnj;fire during a New Year's Eve &zwnj;party in the resort town of [?]Crans-Montana, the Italian Foreign Ministry said in a statement on Thursday.

      

      
        Thais, foreign tourists seek blessings on New Year's Day
        Thais and foreign tourists flocked to temples, city pillars and shrines across Thailand on New Year's Day to make merit and pay respects to sacred sites, seeking blessings and good fortune for themselves and their families.

      

      
        Drink driving tops list of New Year road violations
        Over 90% of road traffic violations between Dec 30 and Dec 31, 2025, were linked to alcohol consumption, according to recent data. At least one fatality, however, was attributed to improper use of a map application.

      

      
        Co-payment scheme ends, injecting B84bn into Thai economy
        The government's Khon La Khrueng (half-half) Plus co-payment scheme has officially ended, with more than 9.21 million participants fully using their allotted benefits, while over 10.5 million users did not exhaust their entitlements.

      

      
        10 pieces of tech jargon that confused us in 2025
        NEW YORK --- As a tech journalist for the past 20 years, I have had a front-row seat to the slow death of the English language, driven by the engineers and marketers of Silicon Valley who use clunky abbreviations, awkward jargon and meaningless superlatives to describe the latest innovations.

      

      
        Jakarta ranks world's largest city as Tokyo slips to 3rd
        KYODO --- Jakarta ranked as the world's largest city with 41.9 million inhabitants followed by Dhaka, while Tokyo slipped to third against the backdrop of population growth in the developing nations and Japan's greying society, a recent United Nations (UN) report on urbanisation prospects shows.

      

      
        Election Commission wraps up MP candidate registration
        The Election Commission (EC) has concluded the registration for constituency and party-list candidates in the Feb 8 general election, with more than 5,000 candidates and 94 prime ministerial nominees from political parties.
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                                HONG KONG -- Hong Kong's forecaster has issued its first cold weather warning of the season on New Year's Day as temperatures are expected to fall to a low of 12 degrees Celsius (53.6degFahrenheit) in urban areas on Friday.
The Hong Kong Observatory issued the warning at 4.20pm on Thursday and said a cold front moving across the coastal areas of Guangdong would bring cooler weather to the city in the coming days.

Minimum temperatures in urban areas are forecast to be around 12degC on Friday and a couple of degrees lower in the New Territories. The weather will be dry during the day, with a high of about 17degC, and remain cold on Saturday morning.

"With the monsoon moderating slightly early next week, temperatures will rise slightly over the region but it will still be cool in the morning," the Observatory said, adding that fine and dry weather was expected to persist into early next week.

It reminded residents to make sure heaters were safe before use and to keep them away from combustibles.

It also warned against lighting fires indoors for warmth and urged proper ventilation for gas water heaters.

The forecaster, which last issued a cold weather warning on March 29 last year, described December as "unseasonably mild".
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                                LONDON -- Enzo Maresca has left his role as Chelsea head coach after 18 months in charge, the Premier League club announced Thursday.
"Chelsea Football Club and head coach Enzo Maresca have parted company," said a club statement.

The Italian's exit from Stamford Bridge comes with the club fifth in the Premier League table -- 15 points adrift of leaders and London rivals Arsenal -- with one win in their last seven top-flight games.

Speculation about Maresca's position increased during Chelsea's poor run of recent results amid reports of a worsening relationship between the coach and the club's hierarchy

"With key objectives still to play for across four competitions including qualification for Champions League football, Enzo and the club believe a change gives the team the best chance of getting the season back on track," said the club statement.

Maresca did not attend the post-match press conference following a frantic 2-2 draw with Bournemouth on Tuesday, although his absence was attributed to illness.

He has stood by comments made on Dec 13 when he said many people at Chelsea were not supporting him or the team.

Maresca said the days leading up to the 2-0 victory over Everton were "the worst 48 hours" of his time at Chelsea.

His contract had been due to run until the summer of 2029, with a club option of a further year.

Chelsea won the Europa Conference League and the Club World Cup in 2025 and Maresca also led them back into the Champions League.
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                                JERUSALEM - Israel said on Thursday that 37 international non-governmental organisations (NGOs) operating in Gaza had not complied with a deadline to meet "security and transparency standards," in particular disclosing information on their Palestinian staff, and that it "will enforce" a ban on their activities.
The groups will now be required to cease their operations by March 1, which the United Nations has warned will exacerbate the humanitarian crisis in the war-ravaged Palestinian territory.

"Organisations that have failed to meet required security and transparency standards will have their licenses suspended," the Ministry of Diaspora Affairs and Combating Antisemitism said in a statement on Thursday.

Several NGOS have said the requirements contravene international humanitarian law or endanger their independence, while Israel has faced international criticism in the run-up to the deadline.

Israel says the new regulation aims to prevent bodies it accuses of supporting terrorism from operating in the Palestinian territories.

"The primary failure identified was the refusal to provide complete and verifiable information regarding their employees, a critical requirement designed to prevent the infiltration of terrorist operatives into humanitarian structures," the ministry said.

In March, Israel gave a ten-month deadline to NGOs to comply with the new rules, which demand the "full disclosure of personnel, funding sources, and operational structures."

The deadline expired on Wednesday.

The 37 NGOs "were formally notified that their licenses would be revoked as of Jan 1, 2026, and that they must complete the cessation of their activities by March 1, 2026," the ministry said Thursday.

'Weaponisation of bureaucracy' 

Minister of Diaspora Affairs and Combating Antisemitism Amichai Chikli said "the message is clear: humanitarian assistance is welcome -- the exploitation of humanitarian frameworks for terrorism is not".

Numerous prominent humanitarian organisations have been hit by the ban, including Doctors Without Borders (MSF), World Vision International and Oxfam, according to the list provided by the ministry.

In the case of MSF, Israel accused it of having two employees who were members of Palestinian militant groups Islamic Jihad and Hamas.

MSF said earlier this week that the request to share a list of its staff "may be in violation of Israel's obligations under international humanitarian law" and said it "would never knowingly employ people engaging in military activity".

On Thursday, 18 Israel-based left-wing NGOs denounced the decision to ban their international peers, saying "the new registration framework violates core humanitarian principles of independence and neutrality."

"This weaponisation of bureaucracy institutionalises barriers to aid and forces vital organisations to suspend operations," they said.

On Wednesday, United Nations (UN) rights chief Volker Turk described Israel's decision as "outrageous", calling on states to urgently insist Israel shift course.

"Such arbitrary suspensions make an already intolerable situation even worse for the people of Gaza," he said.

UN Palestinian refugee agency chief Philippe Lazzarini said the move sets a "dangerous precedent".

"Failing to push back against attempts to control the work of aid organisations will further undermine the basic humanitarian principles of neutrality, independence, impartiality and humanity underpinning aid work across the world," he said on X, formerly Twitter.

'Catastrophic'

On Tuesday, the foreign ministers of 10 countries, including France and the United Kingdom, urged Israel to "guarantee access" to aid in the Gaza Strip, where they said the humanitarian situation remains "catastrophic".

A fragile ceasefire has been in place in Gaza since October, following a deadly war waged by Israel in response to Hamas's unprecedented attack on Israeli territory on Oct 7, 2023.

Conditions for the civilian population in the Gaza Strip remain dire, with nearly 80% of buildings destroyed or damaged by the war, according to UN data.

About 1.5 million of Gaza's more than two million residents have lost their homes, said Amjad Al-Shawa, director of the Palestinian NGO Network in Gaza.
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                                CRANS-MONTANA -- A fire ripped through a crowded bar in the luxury Swiss ski resort town of Crans Montana on New Year's Eve, killing and injuring several people, police said early Thursday.
As revellers rang in the new year, a "fire of undetermined origin" broke out in a bar popular with tourists, police in the Wallis canton in southwestern Switzerland, police said in a statement.

"Several people lost their lives and others were injured," the statement said, describing the incident as "serious" and said "a major emergency response is underway".

"A large contingent of police, firefighters, and rescue workers immediately went to the scene to assist the numerous victims," it said.

"The operation is still ongoing."

Swiss daily Blick cited a doctor at the scene suggesting that the death toll could be in the "dozens".

Regional daily Le Nouvelliste also said its sources were describing "a heavy toll", with "around 40 dead and 100 injured".

[image: Rescuers are seen at the site of an explosion that ripped through a bar in Crans-Montana on Thursday. (Photo: AFP)]
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Images published by Swiss media showed a building in flames, and people screaming and running in the dark.

Swiss media suggested that the fire may have started when pyrotechnics were used during a concert, but police siad the cause was unkown.

Police spokesman Gaetan Lathion told Agence France-Presse (AFP) earlier there had first been an "explosion of unknown origin".

He said the explosion took place at around 1.30am (0030 GMT) in a bar called Le Constellation, where more than 100 people had gathered for New Year celebrations.

Several hours after the blast, an AFP photographer saw a number of ambulances on the road from Crans Montana.

Police said the areas was "completely closed to the public", and that "a no-fly zone over Crans Montana has been imposed".
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                                Thais and foreign tourists flocked to temples, city pillars and shrines across Thailand on New Year's Day to make merit and pay respects to sacred sites, seeking blessings and good fortune for themselves and their families.
In Bangkok, large crowds gathered at the City Pillar Shrine to worship and pray for auspicious beginnings to welcome 2026.

Nearby, Wat Bowonniwet Vihara was bustling with a steady stream of worshippers making merit and offering prayers for happiness and prosperity. 

At Wat Arun Ratchawararam Ratchaworamahawihan, also known as the Temple of Dawn, one of the city's most recognisable landmarks, crowds participated in alms-giving ceremonies, hoping for good fortune this year. Many also made merit to the Ruamkatanyu Foundation at Wat Hua Lamphong.

[image: Thais and foreign tourists queue up at Tha Tien pier to take a ferry boat to Wat Arun on the other side of the Chao Phraya River on Thursday. (Photo:  Apichart Jinakul)]
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In northeastern Khon Kaen province, merit-making activities took place at Phra Mahathat Kaen Nakhon Memorial Pagoda at Wat Nong Wang Phra Aram Luang around 7am.

Abbot Phra Thep Wisutthikhun led 300 monks collecting rice and dried food from many Buddhists to mark the New Year.

The abbot said that the tradition of travelling to make merit reflects a cherished Thai custom practiced for generations, aimed at starting the year with clarity of mind and strong faith. The donations will go to schools for the blind and children with disabilities, with the abbot estimating at least 2,000 visitors on New Year's Day.

In Nakhon Ratchasima, provincial governor Anupong Suksomnit led over 1,000 officials and residents in an alms-giving ceremony for 109 monks at the Thao Suranari Monument around 6.30am. 

[image: Residents Lahan Sai district, which shares a border with Cambodia, make merit, offer alms and donate robes at Wat Pho Sai Thong. (Photo: Surachai Piragsa)]
Residents in Buri Ram's Lahan Sai district, which shares a border with Cambodia, make merit, offer alms and donate robes at Wat Pho Sai Thong. (Photo: Surachai Piragsa)



In Buri Ram province, residents gathered at Wat Pho Sai Thong to make merit and pray before a large statue of the revered monk Luang Pu Suk Thammachoto. Many prayed for peace, expressing concerns about potential conflicts if the ceasefire agreement was not honoured.

Buri Ram native Suthita Manklang shared her wishes for happiness and lasting peace, urging the Thai government to resolve border disputes swiftly.

Wongduan Phiromsuk, 59, said she dedicated her merit to fallen soldiers and called for decisive actions to prevent further clashes for the sake of both troops and border communities.

In the North, families packed the City Pillar Shrine in Nakhon Sawan province from early Thursday morning, offering flowers, incense sticks, candles and garlands, praying for blessings, peace and success throughout the year.

[image: People gather at City Pillar Shrine in Nakhon Sawan on Thursday to seek blessings. (Photo: Chalit Poomruang)]
People seek blessings at the City Pillar Shrine in Nakhon Sawan province on Thursday. (Photo: Chalit Poomruang)
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                                Over 90% of road traffic violations between Dec 30 and Dec 31, 2025, were linked to alcohol consumption, according to recent data. At least one fatality, however, was attributed to improper use of a map application.
Pol Capt Piya Raksakul, director-general of the Department of Probation, reported on Thursday that more than 1,150 traffic violations were recorded on the second day of strict enforcement.

Statistics from the final day of 2025 revealed that 1,093, or 95.04%, of the violations were for driving under the influence (DUI), with 56 cases involving other substances. Only one case of speeding was recorded that day.

During the "seven dangerous days" period, on the second day alone, there were 271 accidents resulting in 53 deaths, leading authorities to emphasise the need for strict measures against speeding and driving under the influence.

In total, 1,473 cases were logged during the two-day enforcement period, with 1,366, or 92.74%, related to drink driving. This represents a decrease of 162 cases compared to the same period last year, Pol Capt Piya said.

The top three provinces for drink driving incidents were Nonthaburi with 174 cases, Bangkok with 131 and Samut Prakan with 127.

In a tragic incident, two women accidentally killed a university freshman when their vehicle struck his motorcycle, sending him into a canal. The crash was discovered at 5am on New Year's morning on Plasin Road in Bangkok's Bang Khen district.

Police and rescue workers recovered a severely damaged Toyota Vios from Khlong Bang Bua, along with the body of the 19-year-old student, identified only as Patithep. His Vespa motorcycle was also retrieved in poor condition.

The two women were rescued and taken to Paolo Kaset Hospital. They were identified only as Malee, 28, and Sukontha, 30.

Witnesses reported seeing their vehicle collide with the Vespa at high speed while entering a turn.

Malee claimed they were driving at a normal speed, focusing on their global positioning system (GPS), and only noticed they had hit something just before veering off the road. She added that they did not see the motorcycle before or during their escape from the submerged car.

Both women have been tested for alcohol, and legal proceedings are pending as Patithep's body undergoes an autopsy.
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                                The government's Khon La Khrueng (half-half) Plus co-payment scheme has officially ended, with more than 9.21 million participants fully using their allotted benefits, while over 10.5 million users did not exhaust their entitlements.
Spending under the scheme reached 84.18 billion baht, contributing to an estimated 0.2% boost in economic growth, according to the Ministry of Finance.

Pongnakorn Pochakorn, director of the Fiscal Policy Office's Financial System Development Policy Division, on Thursday released preliminary figures on spending under the scheme, which concluded at 11pm on Wednesday.

He said the scheme attracted 19.76 million participants. Of these, 9.21 million fully utilised their entitlement, while over 10.5 million did not, resulting in about 2 billion baht in unused funds being returned to the state.

The total spending comprised two parts:

Public spending: 42.81 billion baht, including 41.25 billion baht at general stores and 1.56 billion baht via food delivery platforms.

Government co-payment: 41.38 billion baht, with 39.90 billion baht spent at general stores and 1.48 billion baht through food delivery platforms.

As of Wednesday, the scheme had 999,350 registered merchants nationwide, including 89,799 food and beverage outlets accepting payments via delivery platforms.

Mr Pongnakorn said the scheme demonstrated strong cooperation between consumers and business operators nationwide, helping to stimulate consumption across all regions. 

The injection of about 84.19 billion baht into the economy helped lift economic growth by an estimated 0.2% in 2025 compared to a scenario without the programme.

He added that increased purchasing power among consumers and improved cash flow for small businesses led to wider spillover effects, including higher production, trade, employment and transport activity, providing continued economic momentum into early 2026.
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									NEW YORK -- As a tech journalist for the past 20 years, I have had a front-row seat to the slow death of the English language, driven by the engineers and marketers of Silicon Valley who use clunky abbreviations, awkward jargon and meaningless superlatives to describe the latest innovations.
									Let's chat about UGC! Did you know Google's assistant can now have a two-way conversation? This new smartphone is shockingly, if not stunningly, faster than the last one.

Lately, the relentless verbiage seems to have gotten worse, with more superfluous adjectives, buzzwords, acronyms and abbreviations -- like superintelligence, RAG and TPU -- added to the list at an alarming pace.

The obvious culprit is the artificial intelligence (AI) boom that has upended the tech industry, birthing a fresh glossary of lingo. Tellingly, the dictionary publisher Merriam-Webster chose "slop" as its word of the year, referring to the AI-generated junk that polluted our social media feeds.

For consumers, the buzzwords make what is happening with our personal technology extra confusing. Here is a cheat sheet for decoding some of the most parroted tech jargon of 2025, along with terms that have endured over the years.

AI factory

Tech companies like Nvidia and Dell have named their newest data centres "AI factories." Companies say they are special data centres that need vast amounts of storage and power to make AI technology work. But historically, tech giants have always made improvements to giant computing facilities to support new technologies, so AI factories are, simply put, data centres.

UGC

No, it is not a shoe brand. It stands for user-generated content, and the abbreviation has been popular lately among Google employees working on AI search technology. In plain speak, they are referring to social media posts, such as a TikToker talking about his favourite burger restaurant.

AGI

For years, companies such as OpenAI, Google and Amazon have said their goal is to achieve AGI, meaning artificial general intelligence, a technology with humanlike cognition. But for decades, plain old "artificial intelligence" has referred to technology mimicking the human brain. The elusive nature of AGI raises confusion about whether other tech products labelled "AI" are artificially intelligent at all.

Superintelligence

Even though it is unclear when, if ever, the tech industry will achieve AGI, Mark Zuckerberg of Meta is already talking about the next phase. When AI technology gets so powerful that it can give us data about everything we see and hear in real time, humanity will achieve superintelligence, he predicts. (In September, when Zuckerberg publicly demonstrated a pair of computerised glasses that could one day deliver superintelligence, Meta's AI got stumped when asked how to make a steak sauce.)

RAG 

This acronym stands for retrieval-augmented generation, a technique to improve the accuracy of chatbots. It involves connecting a chatbot with external sources of information, such as an encyclopaedia, a history book or a news article. It's an off-putting acronym but think of it as a rag that can clean up the occasionally messy answers spewed by chatbots.

Multimodal

This tongue twister of a word describes technology that can answer your questions about images, text and audio files that you share with a chatbot like ChatGPT or Gemini. You will hear this word more often in the coming years when companies release smart glasses that include cameras and microphones, enabling an AI assistant to give you information about what you see and hear.

NPU

Most consumers probably would not care whether or not a computer shipped with a neural processing unit, a chip that speeds up AI apps that generate text and images. Nonetheless, Microsoft, Dell and Lenovo are highlighting NPU chips to market their newest laptops. The chips are simply faster and more energy-efficient, as new computer chips tend to be.

Related: TPU, or tensor processing unit, a term that Google uses to describe the neural processors it relies on in data centres to make AI software work.

Vibecoding

Chatbots like Claude and Gemini can automatically generate lines of code, making it possible for inexperienced programmers to write simple programmes by typing a prompt like, "I want to create an app to choose an outfit from my closet." Enthusiasts have called the ritual "vibecoding," and the results have been hit or miss.

Agentic

When a chatbot does something for you, like book a flight, techies call this "agentic," referring to the way chatbots can act as agents, similar to the people who book your travel. The clunky word has gained traction in the last few years, but "virtual assistant," the term used to describe older tools that tried to help you (such as Siri and Alexa), was less cringe.

Magic

When Steve Jobs introduced the first iPhone in 2007, he said the touch screen "works like magic," referring to how it worked very well. This year, Google awkwardly used the word for a new AI tool it released for smartphones, Magic Cue. That piece of software does things for you automatically -- such as look up your flight itinerary when a friend asks you what time you are landing.

But Magic Cue and similar AI technologies that do things for you automatically work when you share large amounts of personal data, like your contact list, location, messages and email. There is nothing magical about that at all.

This article originally appeared in The New York Times.
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                                KYODO -- Jakarta ranked as the world's largest city with 41.9 million inhabitants followed by Dhaka, while Tokyo slipped to third against the backdrop of population growth in the developing nations and Japan's greying society, a recent United Nations (UN) report on urbanisation prospects shows.
The population of Japan's capital has grown more slowly than those of Indonesia and Bangladesh, and consequently, its rank among the world's most populous cities descended from first in 2000 to third by 2025, according to the report, which uses an assessment method designed to facilitate international comparisons.

Thailand's capital, Bangkok, saw its population grow by nearly 2% per year during 2015-2025, compared to the much slower growth of the total population of the country of 0.2% annually.

Looking ahead, the Tokyo urban area's population is expected to shrink from 33.4 million in 2025 to 30.7 million in 2050, dropping to seventh in rank as Dhaka takes the top spot with 52.1 million people, followed by Jakarta, Shanghai, New Delhi, Karachi and Cairo.

The term "city" in the report is defined as "any agglomeration of contiguous geographic area" with a density of at least 1,500 inhabitants per square kilometre and a total population of at least 50,000.

[image: The United Nations' World Urbanisation Prospects 2025.]
The United Nations' World Urbanisation Prospects 2025.



Under the methodology used by the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs, which issued the report in November, the total for Tokyo counts only the city's urban areas, together with those of neighbouring Saitama, Chiba and Kanagawa prefectures. The official population of Tokyo is about 14 million.

The estimates are intended to offer data to help policymakers and researchers working to shape urban futures, with the ability to manage city growth sustainably seen as key not only for populations but also for global progress toward climate objectives.

The world has become increasingly urban, with cities now being home to 45% of the 8.2 billion people, more than double the proportion in 1950, the report said. Two-thirds of the world's population growth from 2025 to 2050 is projected to occur in cities, with most of the remainder in towns.

While Japan's total population shrank by around 4 million between 2015 and 2025, Tokyo still added over 300,000 people during that period.

In the coming decades, however, an increasing number of countries are projected to experience substantial urban population losses by 2050, the UN paper said, citing that Japan and China are among them primarily due to persistently low fertility rates and overall population decline.

Tokyo and Seoul are the only cities among the 10 largest in 2025 that are expected to experience a population decline by mid-century, the report said.
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                                The Election Commission (EC) has concluded the registration for constituency and party-list candidates in the Feb 8 general election, with more than 5,000 candidates and 94 prime ministerial nominees from political parties.
Deputy EC secretary-general Phasakorn Siriphakayaporn said that 3,526 candidates from 60 parties registered for 400 constituencies across Thailand, while 1,570 party-list candidates from 57 parties entered the race as of 4.30pm on Wednesday. 

There were 94 prime ministerial candidates nominated by 43 parties, according to acting Sub Lt Phasakorn, who briefed the media on the overall outcome after registrations closed. The briefing took place at the Centara Life Government Complex Hotel and Convention Centre in Bangkok's Lak Si district.

Bangkok's constituency 30 had the highest number of contenders at 19, with the oldest candidate being 90 years old.

Acting Sub Lt Phasakorn said the commission will forward candidate details to 26 relevant agencies for qualification verification before returning results to district election directors and the EC board. The official list of eligible candidates is expected by Jan 7. 

The EC also reported that 829,786 voters registered for advance voting during the period from Dec 20 to 31, 2025, either within their constituencies, outside their constituencies, or from abroad. Of these, 4,325 registered for advance voting within their constituencies, 758,306 for outside voting and 68,155 for overseas voting. 

Registration is open from Dec 20 to Jan 5 for voters who are unable to vote on Feb 8, those residing abroad and officials assigned to election-day duties. 

Voters who have registered for advance voting but later decide not to vote on Feb 1 may cancel their registration to vote in person on Feb 8 when the voting occurs alongside the referendum.

The new House of Representatives will have 400 constituency MPs and 100 party-list MPs.

After a little more than two months in office, Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, also leader of the Bhumjaithai Party, dissolved the House on Dec 12 following a heated debate during the second reading of the charter amendment bill. The dissolution was widely seen as a way to avoid an imminent no-confidence debate.
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                                Over 90% of road traffic violations between Dec 30 and Dec 31, 2025, were linked to alcohol consumption, according to recent data. At least one fatality, however, was attributed to improper use of a map application.
Pol Capt Piya Raksakul, director-general of the Department of Probation, reported on Thursday that more than 1,150 traffic violations were recorded on the second day of strict enforcement.

Statistics from the final day of 2025 revealed that 1,093, or 95.04%, of the violations were for driving under the influence (DUI), with 56 cases involving other substances. Only one case of speeding was recorded that day.

During the "seven dangerous days" period, on the second day alone, there were 271 accidents resulting in 53 deaths, leading authorities to emphasise the need for strict measures against speeding and driving under the influence.

In total, 1,473 cases were logged during the two-day enforcement period, with 1,366, or 92.74%, related to drink driving. This represents a decrease of 162 cases compared to the same period last year, Pol Capt Piya said.

The top three provinces for drink driving incidents were Nonthaburi with 174 cases, Bangkok with 131 and Samut Prakan with 127.

In a tragic incident, two women accidentally killed a university freshman when their vehicle struck his motorcycle, sending him into a canal. The crash was discovered at 5am on New Year's morning on Plasin Road in Bangkok's Bang Khen district.

Police and rescue workers recovered a severely damaged Toyota Vios from Khlong Bang Bua, along with the body of the 19-year-old student, identified only as Patithep. His Vespa motorcycle was also retrieved in poor condition.

The two women were rescued and taken to Paolo Kaset Hospital. They were identified only as Malee, 28, and Sukontha, 30.

Witnesses reported seeing their vehicle collide with the Vespa at high speed while entering a turn.

Malee claimed they were driving at a normal speed, focusing on their global positioning system (GPS), and only noticed they had hit something just before veering off the road. She added that they did not see the motorcycle before or during their escape from the submerged car.

Both women have been tested for alcohol, and legal proceedings are pending as Patithep's body undergoes an autopsy.
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                                The government's Khon La Khrueng (half-half) Plus co-payment scheme has officially ended, with more than 9.21 million participants fully using their allotted benefits, while over 10.5 million users did not exhaust their entitlements.
Spending under the scheme reached 84.18 billion baht, contributing to an estimated 0.2% boost in economic growth, according to the Ministry of Finance.

Pongnakorn Pochakorn, director of the Fiscal Policy Office's Financial System Development Policy Division, on Thursday released preliminary figures on spending under the scheme, which concluded at 11pm on Wednesday.

He said the scheme attracted 19.76 million participants. Of these, 9.21 million fully utilised their entitlement, while over 10.5 million did not, resulting in about 2 billion baht in unused funds being returned to the state.

The total spending comprised two parts:

Public spending: 42.81 billion baht, including 41.25 billion baht at general stores and 1.56 billion baht via food delivery platforms.

Government co-payment: 41.38 billion baht, with 39.90 billion baht spent at general stores and 1.48 billion baht through food delivery platforms.

As of Wednesday, the scheme had 999,350 registered merchants nationwide, including 89,799 food and beverage outlets accepting payments via delivery platforms.

Mr Pongnakorn said the scheme demonstrated strong cooperation between consumers and business operators nationwide, helping to stimulate consumption across all regions. 

The injection of about 84.19 billion baht into the economy helped lift economic growth by an estimated 0.2% in 2025 compared to a scenario without the programme.

He added that increased purchasing power among consumers and improved cash flow for small businesses led to wider spillover effects, including higher production, trade, employment and transport activity, providing continued economic momentum into early 2026.
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                                The Election Commission (EC) has concluded the registration for constituency and party-list candidates in the Feb 8 general election, with more than 5,000 candidates and 94 prime ministerial nominees from political parties.
Deputy EC secretary-general Phasakorn Siriphakayaporn said that 3,526 candidates from 60 parties registered for 400 constituencies across Thailand, while 1,570 party-list candidates from 57 parties entered the race as of 4.30pm on Wednesday. 

There were 94 prime ministerial candidates nominated by 43 parties, according to acting Sub Lt Phasakorn, who briefed the media on the overall outcome after registrations closed. The briefing took place at the Centara Life Government Complex Hotel and Convention Centre in Bangkok's Lak Si district.

Bangkok's constituency 30 had the highest number of contenders at 19, with the oldest candidate being 90 years old.

Acting Sub Lt Phasakorn said the commission will forward candidate details to 26 relevant agencies for qualification verification before returning results to district election directors and the EC board. The official list of eligible candidates is expected by Jan 7. 

The EC also reported that 829,786 voters registered for advance voting during the period from Dec 20 to 31, 2025, either within their constituencies, outside their constituencies, or from abroad. Of these, 4,325 registered for advance voting within their constituencies, 758,306 for outside voting and 68,155 for overseas voting. 

Registration is open from Dec 20 to Jan 5 for voters who are unable to vote on Feb 8, those residing abroad and officials assigned to election-day duties. 

Voters who have registered for advance voting but later decide not to vote on Feb 1 may cancel their registration to vote in person on Feb 8 when the voting occurs alongside the referendum.

The new House of Representatives will have 400 constituency MPs and 100 party-list MPs.

After a little more than two months in office, Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, also leader of the Bhumjaithai Party, dissolved the House on Dec 12 following a heated debate during the second reading of the charter amendment bill. The dissolution was widely seen as a way to avoid an imminent no-confidence debate.
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                                Caretaker prime minister Anutin Charnvirakul's decision to dissolve the House adds challenges to the state push for a transition to clean energy in 2026.
The caretaker premier announced in late September Thailand would make more serious efforts to achieve a net-zero target, a balance between carbon dioxide emissions and absorption, by 2050, 15 years earlier than previously planned.

The pledge requires actions that must begin as soon as possible, but Thailand has yet to have a new power development plan (PDP) that will map out what the country must do over the next decade to pave the way for the net-zero strategy.

Businesses are eager to know how much renewable power will be increased to gradually make Thailand a low-carbon society and how the clean energy supply will be sufficient to serve the growing demand of investors, particularly those in the data centre and cloud service businesses.

UNSTOPPABLE

Despite a political vacuum during which Thailand has only a caretaker government with limited power to drive the country, businesses remain hopeful the new PDP will not face further delay.

"We hope the plan will be successfully launched," said Natee Sithiprassasana, chairman of the Federation of Thai Industries' Renewable Energy Industry Club.

He is among business leaders who believe the ongoing work to draft the PDP should be finished, leading to enforcement in early 2026.

This is because Thailand has been using the 2018 PDP for too long without new power supply management that better fits changes in economic conditions, said Mr Natee.

A new PDP is also crucial for the country to maintain competitiveness in drawing foreign investors who demand more clean power to operate their businesses.

Vietnam, Thailand's key investment rival, has already implemented a new power development plan, known as PDP VIII, to serve its growing electricity demand, fuelled by more foreign investment, as well as the country's net-zero ambitions, said Smittipon Srethapramote, chief executive of Banpu Next, the energy technology arm of Banpu.

Under PDP VIII, Vietnam wants to make a major shift towards renewable energy, aiming for 47% of total power generation capacity from renewables by 2030 as well as a balance between greenhouse gas emissions and absorption by 2050.

Thailand is pushing for the 2026 PDP, which will replace the 2024 version, previously scheduled for enforcement from 2024 to 2037. Its predecessor was scrapped, despite going through a public hearing, due to the need to adjust some key energy issues and the change to the new government.

A new PDP drafting panel has been established, aiming to stop further delay in its implementation which has lasted for nearly seven years.

The panel, chaired by Thosaporn Sirisamphan, former board chairman of the Bank of Thailand, the Tourism Authority of Thailand and PTT Plc, will work on the 2026 PDP, aimed at outlining electricity demand and supply plans that better match Thailand's transition to clean energy, according to the Energy Policy Administration Committee.

RISE OF RENEWABLES

In the 2024 PDP, authorities set a target to have renewable power make up 51% of the nation's power mix by 2037, up from 22% at the end of 2024, but this figure is now outdated.

"We need to increase renewable power beyond the 51% threshold," said Mr Natee.

One reason is that Thailand is committed to its pledge to achieve the net-zero target sooner. If the country can significantly cut carbon dioxide emissions from the power sector, the goal can be attainable.

In 2022, Thailand emitted 372 million tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent, with 70% or 260 million tonnes from the power and transport sectors, according to the Department of Climate Change and Environment.

Another reason is the Thai economy is still dependent on foreign investment, so the government needs to attract overseas firms with sufficient clean energy supply.

Naruechon Dhumrongpiyawut, chief executive of Gunkul Engineering, an integrated clean energy developer, supports the need to boost renewable energy in the new PDP.

Renewable energy is playing a crucial role in promoting investment in new industries that can pave the way for Thailand to develop the digital economy, she said.

These industries include data centres, artificial intelligence technology firms, electric vehicles and smart electronics.

It will be an uphill task for the PDP-drafting panel as it has to set an appropriate proportion of renewable power while continuing to use electricity from gas-fired power plants which is important to ensure energy security during the transition to a low-carbon society.

DIRECT PPA CHALLENGE

Mr Natee also urged authorities to consider scaling up the direct power purchase agreement (PPA) policy to better serve growing demand for clean energy among investors.

Last year the National Energy Policy Council, chaired by former premier Srettha Thavisin, approved a pilot direct PPA scheme, facilitating data centre operators who want to directly buy renewable electricity companies.

Peer-to-peer power trade in the renewables category remains prohibited in Thailand.

Investors in data centres are a targeted group because they are expected to help Thailand develop server farms, which are growing rapidly in the country.

The scheme has power generation capacity of 2 gigawatts, facilitating the rapid growth of resource-hungry data centres.

"We want authorities to clarify whether they can increase the capacity," said Mr Natee.

The Energy Policy and Planning Office estimated Thailand needs up to 10GW of clean energy to supply to data centres by 2030.

The government needs to think of capacity expansion under the direct PPA scheme as other industries also want clean energy under peer-to-peer power trade, said Mr Natee.

These industries, including electric cars as well as food and beverages, are committed to campaigns against global warming.
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                                Thailand's manufacturing sector is bracing for a difficult start to 2026, as political uncertainty, sluggish domestic demand and structural challenges continue to weigh on the economy.
Industry leaders warn that unresolved problems such as household debt and cheap imports could prolong the sector's struggles, despite government efforts to stimulate growth.

The prolonged process of holding a general election and forming a new government limits the ability of the caretaker administration, led by Anutin Charnvirakul, to make decisive policy moves. Key economic measures and budget allocations for some projects remain stalled, leaving businesses in limbo.

"Renewed political uncertainty in early 2026 could slow budget spending and economic activity," said Kriengkrai Thiennukul, chairman of the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI).

He cautioned that manufacturers may face yet another exhausting year as the broader economy shows little sign of robust recovery.

WEAK MANUFACTURING

The FTI expects Thailand's manufacturing sector to continue to slow in 2026, particularly small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).

Many SMEs are still grappling with financial difficulties and have not fully recovered from the impact of the pandemic. Liquidity shortages remain a pressing concern, leaving businesses vulnerable to external shocks.

Foreign competition adds to the pressure. Local manufacturers are struggling against an influx of low-cost imports, especially from China, which erodes domestic competitiveness.

"SMEs are facing both financial constraints and the challenge of cheap imports flooding the market," said Mr Kriengkrai.

To address liquidity problems, the government has introduced the "Quick Big Win" policy, designed to deliver immediate and inclusive support.

The Thai Credit Guarantee Corporation (TCG) rolled out a credit guarantee scheme worth 50 billion baht to help SMEs access financing. The programme offers low guarantee fees and waives them entirely for the first three years of its seven-year term.

TCG president Sittikorn Direksoonthorn highlighted the urgency of the initiative, noting that commercial bank lending contracted by 1% in the third quarter of 2025 -- the fifth consecutive quarter of decline.

SME lending was hit hard, falling 3.3% in the second quarter and 4% in the third quarter, reflecting high credit risks and structural weaknesses in competitiveness.

To tackle the influx of low-cost products into the Thai market, caretaker industry minister Thanakorn Wangboonkongchana has pledged new measures to shield Thai industries.

The ministry has already directed the Thai Industrial Standards Institute to work alongside the Customs Department to inspect imported goods. Some 143 products are subject to certification to ensure compliance with quality and safety standards.

"The inspection of goods is a tool to reduce the importation of substandard products," said Mr Thanakorn, adding that further discussions with the FTI are underway to strengthen protective measures.

The FTI warned that the manufacturing production index (MPI) could decline in 2026 if issues such as cheap imports remain unresolved.

In contrast, the Office of Industrial Economics projects a modest increase of 1-2% year-on-year, citing government stimulus measures and easing global interest rates.

For 2025, the MPI is expected to decrease by 0.75%.

Industry leaders are urging the government to pursue deeper reforms, including restructuring the industrial sector, investing in high technology and innovation, regulatory reform and workforce development.

The Commission on National Competitiveness Enhancement for Targeted Industries has already approved a plan to train 100,000 workers in response to rapid technological changes.

Training will focus on critical sectors such as biotechnology, advanced food processing, biofuels, next-generation automotive, electronics, robotics, digital technology, healthcare, defence, and green industries.

UNCERTAINTY AHEAD

The automotive sector, a cornerstone of Thai manufacturing, showed signs of recovery in late 2025, but this does not guarantee it will gain momentum in 2026.

Domestic car sales rose sharply in November, driven by surging demand for electric vehicles (EVs). Battery EV sales in the passenger car category soared by 91% to 10,569 units, surpassing sales of internal combustion engine cars, which fell nearly 13% to 10,446 units.

Overall car sales jumped 20.6% to 51,044 units during the month.

Surapong Paisitpatanapong, FTI vice-chairman and spokesman for the Automotive Industry Club, attributed the growth to more affordable EV prices, lower lending rates following the Bank of Thailand's policy rate cut, and aggressive promotions during the Thailand International Motor Expo in December.

However, the outlook for 2026 remains uncertain. The government's EV3.0 incentive scheme expired at the end of 2025, raising concerns that EV prices will rise and dampen demand.

The Electric Vehicle Association of Thailand warned that the absence of incentives could slow momentum in the domestic EV market.

High household debt also continues to cast a shadow over consumer demand.

Despite a gradual decline in 2025, debt levels remain elevated at around 85% of GDP, among the highest in emerging markets, according to Yunyong Thaicharoen, chief economist and sustainability officer at Siam Commercial Bank.

Banks remain cautious about approving auto loans, fearing an increase in non-performing loans. This caution has constrained car demand, even as EV sales temporarily boosted overall figures.

While lending practices have become more cautious, the debt burden still weighs heavily on households and limits their purchasing power.

Despite the uncertainties, the Automotive Industry Club has set Thailand's total car production target for 2026 at 1.45 million units. This includes 950,000 units for export and 500,000 units for the domestic market.

Mr Surapong said the club plans to reassess production targets in the middle of next year, once clearer data on consumer demand and market conditions becomes available.
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                                The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)  issued a strongly worded statement condemning actions that violate human dignity and constitute sexual harassment.
Such behaviour is "unacceptable" and reflects immaturity, particularly in the lead-up to elections, the rights commission warned on Wednesday.

The commission's comments follow recent incidents involving public figures, including a university lecturer who made derogatory remarks about the family background of a female parliamentary candidate from the People's Party.

Another involved a well-known singer-actor who posted vulgar, sexually suggestive comments on social media targeting a female candidate from the Thai Sang Thai Party.

The NHRC said that although freedom of thought and expression is a fundamental right guaranteed in a democratic society, it must be exercised responsibly and must not infringe upon the rights, dignity, or reputation of others.

The commission said expressions that are abusive, insulting, demeaning, or rooted in prejudice undermine constructive public debate and erode democratic values.

"Democracy thrives on diversity of opinion, but the misuse of freedom to harm others reflects narrow-mindedness and weakens rational discourse essential for democratic development," it said.

In response to the incidents, the commission called on higher education institutions to investigate the ethical conduct of their staff and ensure accountability.

It also urged law enforcement agencies to take appropriate legal action in cases involving sexual harassment or other violations of the law.

Public figures, the NHRC added, bear an added responsibility to act as role models, given their influence on social attitudes.

The NHRC concluded by urging society to foster safe spaces for open and respectful debate, emphasising that respect for human rights remains a cornerstone of democracy as Thailand enters the new year and approaches the next general election in February.
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                                Phahonyothin police have ordered an expedited investigation into a case involving singer-actor Pakorn "Dome" Lam, who is accused of posting a sexually harassing comment about Yotsuda Leelapanyalert, the daughter of Sudarat Keyuraphan, leader of the Thai Sang Thai Party (TST).
Pol Col Marut Sudnongbua, station chief, said Pol Maj Gen Kiattikul Sontinen, commander of Metropolitan Police Division 2, has instructed investigators to fast-track the case.

Witnesses and the complainant are expected to be questioned after the New Year, after which police will finalise the basis for a possible prosecution.

The complaint was filed on Tuesday by TST Party spokesman Priyes Angurakitti and party legal team member Suchaiwut Chaosuankluay. They accused Pakorn of posting vulgar and sexually harassing remarks beneath a photograph of Ms Yotsuda shared on social media.

Pol Col Marut said investigators have accepted the complaint and are awaiting an interview with the alleged victim to confirm details. He said charges under the newly amended Criminal Code, which recognises sexual harassment as a standalone offence, would apply, as the complaint was filed on the same day the amendment came into effect.

Police are also considering whether the case may involve offences under the Computer Crime Act, depending on the outcome of further questioning. While individuals are entitled to express opinions online, Pol Col Marut said authorities are obliged to take action when content crosses legal boundaries and a formal complaint is lodged.
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                                The Pheu Thai Party has once again demonstrated that it has not stepped out from under the long shadow of Thaksin Shinawatra and the broader Shinawatra political dynasty.
This is underscored by the party's decision to nominate its latest No.1 prime ministerial candidate, Yodchanan Wongsawat, widely known as "Ajarn Chen".

Despite bearing the surname Wongsawat, Mr Yodchanan is unmistakably a Shinawatra by bloodline: he is the son of former prime minister Somchai Wongsawat and Yaowapha Wongsawat, Thaksin's younger sister.

This choice signals a clear strategic recalibration by Pheu Thai after previous experiments with "outsider" prime ministers failed to deliver political stability or internal control.

Historically, the party -- or its preceding incarnations -- has tried elevating non-family figures to the top job.

Samak Sundaravej, who became prime minister during the People Power Party era, and more recently Srettha Thavisin, Pheu Thai's prime ministerial candidate in the 2023 election, both exemplified this approach.

In both cases, the results were disappointing from the party's perspective: neither was fully trusted, nor could they be tightly controlled by the party's power core, and both ultimately lost their positions before completing their terms.

Against this backdrop, Mr Yodchanan represents a return to what party strategists consider a safer formula. Though his surname differs, his Shinawatra "DNA" is beyond doubt. His familial proximity to Thaksin offers reassurance to the party's inner circle that loyalty, alignment, and discipline will not be in question.

At the same time, Mr Yodchanan is being carefully packaged as a candidate who is "sellable" beyond the party's traditional base. Unlike overtly political figures, he projects the image of a forward-looking academic and technocrat.

Currently serving as vice president for research at Mahidol University, he is positioned as a modern thinker with credibility in science, innovation, and management. His headline vision is ambitious: propelling Thailand into high-income status by leveraging science, technology, and artificial intelligence as core drivers -- boosting productivity across industries, modernising logistics, and upgrading national competitiveness.

However, the moment Pheu Thai made Mr Yodchanan its clear prime ministerial frontrunner, criticism was inevitable. Accusations the party remains a "family party" incapable of escaping Shinawatra dominance quickly resurfaced. Critics argue that Pheu Thai is neither independent nor internally democratic, but structurally captive to one political clan. Party strategists anticipated this line of attack well in advance.

Mr Yodchanan has been told to deliver a counter-narrative. He says repeatedly that he possesses independent thinking and his own vision.

Rather than denying his family ties, he projects them as an asset. One of his most quoted lines captures this approach: "I see family connections as a strength -- a form of capital. We may be small people standing in the hands of a kind giant. We can see further because we stand on the shoulders of a giant.

"In this telling, closeness to the Shinawatra family provides experience, institutional memory, and practical understanding of governance -- making policies more feasible, not less," he added.

Yet this rhetorical balancing act does not alter the party's underlying power structure. As long as Thaksin Shinawatra remains the spiritual and strategic centre of Pheu Thai, his presence will continue to function as both a political asset and a liability.

On the positive side, the Shinawatra name still commands deep loyalty among large segments of the electorate. Pheu Thai can reliably count on support from voters who retain faith in the Shinawatra legacy: long-time party loyalists, Thaksin supporters, and former "Red Shirt" activists, particularly in the North and Northeast.

For these voters, the family brand symbolises past economic opportunity, populist policy success, and resistance to entrenched elites. Mr Yodchanan's candidacy reassures them that the party's core identity remains intact.

The picture looks very different, however, in Bangkok, among urban middle-class voters, and in much of the South.

These groups are notably less emotionally invested in Thaksin or the Shinawatra family. Early opinion polls following Mr Yodchanan's debut suggest declining enthusiasm among Bangkok voters, reinforcing concerns that the Shinawatra brand may have limited appeal -- or even negative resonance -- outside its traditional strongholds.

Compounding these issues is Pheu Thai's governing record over the past two years. The party now bears the burden of defending tangible results -- or the lack thereof.

Signature promises such as the digital wallet handout scheme have stalled, minimum wage hikes have fallen short of expectations, agricultural prices remain depressed, and the government has faced fierce criticism over its handling of the Thai-Cambodian border issue.

That dispute has been amplified into a broader narrative around nationalism and national security, further eroding confidence.

Facing these pressures, there is no telling whether Mr Yodchanan can genuinely restore public trust in Pheu Thai -- and if so, to what extent.

The party has clearly decided to continue invoking Thaksin's enduring "magic", betting that his symbolic power still translates into votes. The message to loyalists is unmistakable: even if Thaksin is physically constrained, he has not abandoned the party. Pheu Thai appears willing to absorb attacks branding it as "Thaksin's shadow party" as the cost of mobilising its base.

Ultimately, the "Yodchanan phenomenon" may prove to be either an opportunity or a disaster. It is an opportunity if he can successfully rebrand himself -- and by extension, the party -- as competent, independent, and forward-looking, demonstrating that Thaksin is merely a spiritual guide rather than a backstage commander.

But it could become a disaster if voters conclude that Mr Yodchanan is simply a new-generation messenger speaking on behalf of an old-generation power broker.

From now until election day on Feb 8, Mr Yodchanan faces a formidable task. He must demonstrate administrative competence, leadership, vision, and -- most critically -- independence. Only then can he hope to broaden Pheu Thai's appeal beyond its loyalist base and reclaim the confidence of undecided and urban voters. The final verdict will be delivered at the ballot box.
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                                From a collapsing road to contentious transit debts, tighter pet rules and higher rubbish fees, 2025 marked a turning point in how Bangkok governs itself.
Long-simmering problems edged closer to resolution, even as new regulations tested how far residents are willing to adjust everyday habits in the name of safety, order and sustainability.

Taken together, the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration's (BMA) moves -- closing costly mass-transit chapters, regulating animal ownership in a crowded city and reshaping waste behaviour through fees and incentives -- reveal a capital grappling with growth, accountability and the harsh realities of managing a modern metropolis.

Sam Sen sinkhole

The dramatic collapse of Sam Sen Road in front of Vajira Hospital stands out as one of Bangkok's most consequential infrastructure incidents, raising concerns about the safety of underground transport construction.

The sinkhole, which opened without warning on Sept 24, exposed a 30-by-30-metre cavity plunging about 50 metres deep.

Bangkok governor Chadchart Sittipunt said the affected section sits above the underground rail tunnels of the Purple Line's southern extension, which is under construction.

The collapse occurred at the junction between the tunnels and a new station -- a recognised structural weak point, he said.

The Mass Rapid Transit Authority of Thailand (MRTA) said the sinkhole was apparently caused by a leaking water pipe that led to soil subsidence and the collapse into one of two subway tunnels.

The MRTA pledged full responsibility for the damage, which forced the closure of Sam Sen Road for 37 days -- far longer than the initial seven-day estimate -- before it reopened on Oct 31.

The BMA delivered at least 9,400 cubic metres of sand and crushed stone to stabilise the soil before sealing the surface with concrete.

Vajira Hospital suspended outpatient services during the first two days of the incident, while Sam Sen police station was also affected.

Demolition and reconstruction costs are expected to exceed 40 million baht, which the CKST-PL joint venture -- comprising CH Karnchang and Sino-Thai -- has agreed to cover.

Panya Chupinit, deputy permanent secretary of the Transport Ministry and chairman of the committee investigating the collapse, said the inquiry is expected to be completed this month.

The delay, he said, reflects the sensitive and highly technical nature of the investigation, which requires pinpointing the precise cause.

Preliminary assessments indicate damage of about 700-800 million baht, with repairs expected to take roughly one year due to the scale of the incident, he said.

The 82-billion-baht southern extension of the MRT Purple Line will link Tao Poon and Rat Burana over a distance of 23.63 kilometres, comprising 14.29km of underground structures and 9.34km of elevated track, with 10 underground stations and seven elevated stations.

The line, originally slated to open in 2028, may not be ready until 2030 or 2031.
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Green Line debt

One of the longest-running disputes in Bangkok's mass-transit history moved closer to resolution this year after the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) agreed to settle more than 36 billion baht in unpaid operating costs owed to Bangkok Mass Transit System Plc (BTSC) for running the Green Line extensions.

The debt stems from the operation of two major extensions of the BTS Skytrain system -- the first from On Nut to Bearing and Saphan Taksin to Bang Wa, and the second from Bearing to Samut Prakan and Mo Chit to Saphan Mai and Khu Khot.

Although services on the extensions were gradually opened between 2017 and 2020 to support Bangkok's rapid expansion, City Hall failed to fully compensate BTSC for operations, paying only partial amounts before halting payments in 2019.

The stoppage followed Order No.3/2019 issued by the National Council for Peace and Order (NCPO), which sought to restructure concession arrangements for the Green Line.

The BMA's decision not to continue payments was seen as part of efforts to await a renewed concession framework under the order.

However, the lack of payments caused the city's debt to balloon steadily, prompting BTSC to seek legal redress.

BTSC eventually filed a lawsuit with the Administrative Court, arguing the BMA was legally obliged to pay for services already rendered.

After years of legal proceedings, the court ruled in favour of BTSC, ordering City Hall to settle the outstanding operational debts.

The ruling pushed the matter back into the administrative system, and the BMA later submitted a proposal to the Bangkok Metropolitan Council seeking approval to pay BTSC.

The debt totals 36.44 billion baht, comprising 31.48 billion baht in principal and 4.96 billion baht in accrued interest.

BTSC chairman Keeree Kanjanapas said on Oct 30 the company welcomed the decision, noting the prolonged uncertainty had placed sustained pressure on the operator.

He said BTSC had continued to shoulder daily operating costs, including staff salaries and system maintenance, throughout the years when payments stalled.

"Over many years, we were under pressure because without follow-up, the matter progressed very slowly," he said. "But the company still had to manage daily operational expenses. With this resolution, that burden eases significantly."

For the BMA, the settlement represents not only financial housekeeping but also a reset in national transport policy discussions.

The city administration has indicated support for transferring Green Line operations to the central government, with the Mass Rapid Transit Authority of Thailand potentially taking over management as part of broader plans to centralise control of Bangkok's rail systems.
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New pet control

News of Bangkok's move to regulate dogs, cats and other animals has stirred significant public interest, particularly among pet owners, begging familiar questions: Will the city enforce the rules seriously? Will owners cooperate? And will the number of stray animals in Bangkok finally decline?

Unveiled in the middle of this year, the initiative marks a renewed effort by the BMA to curb the population of stray dogs and cats while reshaping pet owners' behaviour towards greater responsibility and order -- without infringing on the rights of residents who do not keep animals.

The policy is anchored in the Bangkok Metropolitan Ordinance on the Control of Animal Keeping or Release 2024, which will officially come into force on Jan 10.

At its core is a requirement that all dog and cat owners in Bangkok register their pets and have them implanted with microchips.

The system aims to build a comprehensive database that allows authorities to monitor pet ownership, track lost animals, and provide timely assistance when pets go missing.

The BMA has opened eight service points offering free registration and microchipping. These include the Bangkok Metropolitan Veterinary Clinics in Si Phraya (Bang Rak), Min Buri, Wat That Thong (Watthana), Bang Khen (Chatuchak), Wat Hong Rattanaram (Bangkok Yai), Chuang Noot Netr (Chom Thong), Bangkok Noi, and the Rabies Control Unit in Din Daeng district.

While the service is free at these facilities, owners choosing private clinics will have to bear the cost themselves. The ordinance also sets clear limits on the number of dogs or cats allowed, based on residential size.

Apartments or rental units of 20-80 square metres may keep one pet, while units of 80 square metres or more may keep up to two. For land-based residences, plots of up to 20 square wah may keep two animals; up to 50 square wah, three; up to 100 square wah, four, and properties larger than 100 square wah no more than six.

City officials hope the rules will improve public health, protect animal welfare, and reduce conflicts between pet owners and non-owners. Current surveys estimate Bangkok has 54,860 dogs and 124,194 cats. Of these, 34,296 dogs -- about 62.5% -- have already been microchipped and registered. Cats lag far behind, with only 13,768 registered, or 11.09%.

Whether the new measures will close that gap remains to be seen, but the BMA's push signals a more serious approach to long-standing urban animal management challenges.
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Pay-as-you-throw

The BMA has this year introduced a new city ordinance aimed at improving waste management and environmental sustainability.

The regulation, which took effect on Oct 1, increases waste collection fees for households, businesses, and large facilities across the capital.

Under the new system, general households producing no more than 20 litres of waste per day now pay 60 baht per month, up from the previous rate of 20 baht.

Bangkok has about 2.5 million households, making residential waste the biggest focus of the policy.

However, households can maintain the original 20-baht fee by joining the BMA's "This House Does Not Mix Waste" programme, which requires residents to separate waste into four categories: food waste, recyclables, general waste, and hazardous waste.

The fee adjustment comes after more than a decade without change.

Governor Chadchart said the city handles around 10,000 tonnes of waste per day, with disposal costs amounting to approximately seven billion baht per year. But it collects only 500 million baht in fees annually.

BMA officials say the new rates reflect rising costs and support the implementation of a "Pay-As-You-Throw" system to encourage waste reduction.

Businesses will also see higher charges. Small shops and restaurants will pay 120 baht per 20 litres of waste, 60 baht for collection and 60 baht for disposal, while large facilities and markets face fees of 8,000 baht per cubic metre.

To qualify for the reduced household rate, residents must register via the BKK Waste Pay app or at district offices and provide proof of proper waste separation, either through photo evidence verified by BMA officers or documentation of selling or donating recyclables.

Random inspections will be conducted every three months, and households that fail twice consecutively will revert to the standard 60-baht fee.

The BMA is also expanding its fleet of garbage trucks to handle food scraps and hazardous waste.

Officials say the policy will make waste transport and processing more efficient while allowing households to earn extra income by selling recyclables.

As of mid-December, more than 702,800 households had registered for the new programme.
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                                The government's Khon La Khrueng (half-half) Plus co-payment scheme has officially ended, with more than 9.21 million participants fully using their allotted benefits, while over 10.5 million users did not exhaust their entitlements.
Spending under the scheme reached 84.18 billion baht, contributing to an estimated 0.2% boost in economic growth, according to the Ministry of Finance.

Pongnakorn Pochakorn, director of the Fiscal Policy Office's Financial System Development Policy Division, on Thursday released preliminary figures on spending under the scheme, which concluded at 11pm on Wednesday.

He said the scheme attracted 19.76 million participants. Of these, 9.21 million fully utilised their entitlement, while over 10.5 million did not, resulting in about 2 billion baht in unused funds being returned to the state.

The total spending comprised two parts:

Public spending: 42.81 billion baht, including 41.25 billion baht at general stores and 1.56 billion baht via food delivery platforms.

Government co-payment: 41.38 billion baht, with 39.90 billion baht spent at general stores and 1.48 billion baht through food delivery platforms.

As of Wednesday, the scheme had 999,350 registered merchants nationwide, including 89,799 food and beverage outlets accepting payments via delivery platforms.

Mr Pongnakorn said the scheme demonstrated strong cooperation between consumers and business operators nationwide, helping to stimulate consumption across all regions. 

The injection of about 84.19 billion baht into the economy helped lift economic growth by an estimated 0.2% in 2025 compared to a scenario without the programme.

He added that increased purchasing power among consumers and improved cash flow for small businesses led to wider spillover effects, including higher production, trade, employment and transport activity, providing continued economic momentum into early 2026.
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                                BEIJING -- China said on Wednesday it will impose additional 55% tariffs on some beef imports from countries including Brazil, Australia and the United States that exceed a certain quantity from Jan 1.
The price of beef in China has trended downwards in recent years, with analysts blaming oversupply and a lack of demand as the world's second-largest economy has slowed.

At the same time imports have surged, with China representing a hugely important market for countries such as Brazil, Argentina and Australia.

Investigators found that beef imports had damaged China's domestic industry, Beijing's commerce ministry said in a statement. The probe covered fresh, frozen, bone-in and boneless beef.

The extra tariffs apply for three years -- until Dec 31, 2028.

The ministry described the levies as "safeguards" and said they would be gradually relaxed.

Countries have been assigned annual quotas and beef sent to China will be subject to the extra 55 percent levy if imports go beyond that amount.

Quotas expand slightly each year.

In 2026, Brazil has an import quota of 1.1 million tonnes while Argentina has a cap of roughly half that.

Australia faces a quota of around 200,000 tonnes and the United States one of 164,000 tons.

The ministry also said it was suspending part of a free trade agreement with Australia covering beef.

"The implementation of safeguards on imported beef is intended to temporarily help the domestic industry get through difficulties, not to restrict normal beef trade," a spokesperson said in a separate statement.

Brazil, the world's largest meat exporter, said Wednesday it intended to "work with the Chinese government, both bilaterally and within the WTO (World Trade Organisation) framework, to mitigate the impact" of the new measure.

The foreign ministry in Brasilia said in a statement that Brazil was the main supplier of beef to China, which accounted for 52% of the South American country's foreign sales of the commodity in 2024.
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                                SOFIA (BULGARIA) - Bulgaria became the 21st country to switch to the euro as it entered the New Year on Thursday, a milestone met with both cheers and fears, nearly 20 years after the Balkan nation joined the European Union.
At midnight (2200 GMT Wednesday), Bulgaria gave up the lev currency, which has been in use since the late 19th century, and Bulgarian euro coins were projected onto the central bank's building.

Successive governments in the country of 6.4 million people have advocated joining the euro, hoping that it will boost the economy of the European Union's poorest member, reinforce ties to the West and protect against Russia's influence.

But Bulgarians have long been divided over the switch, with many worrying the introduction could usher in higher prices and add to the political instability rattling the country.

In a speech broadcast shortly before midnight, President Rumen Radev hailed the euro adoption as the "final step" in Bulgaria's EU integration, as thousands of people braved sub-zero temperatures in the capital Sofia to celebrate the New Year.

Radev however voiced regret that Bulgarians had not been consulted by referendum on the adoption.

"This refusal was one of the dramatic symptoms of the deep divide between the political class and the people, confirmed by mass demonstrations across the country."

Anti-corruption protests swept a conservative-led government from office in mid-December, leaving a country anxious about inflation on the verge of its eighth election in five years.

"People are afraid that prices will rise, while salaries will remain the same," a woman in her 40s who declined to give her name told AFP in Sofia.

At one of the city's largest markets, stalls displayed prices of everything from groceries to New Year's Eve essentials like sparklers in both levs and euros.

"The whole of Europe has managed with the euro, we'll manage too," retiree Vlad told AFP.

- Easier trade, travel -

European Commission president Ursula von der Leyen said Wednesday that Bulgaria's move into the eurozone marked "an important milestone" that would bring "practical benefits" to Bulgarians.

"It will make travelling and living abroad easier, boost the transparency and competitiveness of markets, and facilitate trade," she said.

Central bank governor Dimitar Radev said the euro symbolised much more than "just a currency -- it is a sign of belonging".

But according to the latest Eurobarometer survey, 49 percent of Bulgarians are against the switch.

Outgoing prime minister Rossen Jeliazkov sought to reassure the public ahead of the move, saying he was "counting on the tolerance and understanding of citizens and businesses".

He added that inflation in the Black Sea nation, which joined the EU in 2007, was not linked to the euro's adoption.

But the concerns of Bulgarians about inflation are not idle.

Food prices rose by five percent year-on-year in November, more than double the eurozone average, according to the National Statistical Institute.

"Unfortunately, prices no longer correspond to those in levs," pastry shop owner Turgut Ismail, 33, told AFP, saying that prices have already begun surging.

A euro protest campaign earlier this year tapping into a generally negative view of the single currency among much of the population also fanned fears of price hikes.

- Queues and possible disruptions -

Given Bulgaria's ongoing political instability, any problems with euro adoption would be seized on by anti-EU politicians, warned Boryana Dimitrova of the Alpha Research polling institute.

Some people, including business owners, have complained that it has been difficult to get their hands on euros, with shopkeepers saying they haven't received the euro starter packages they ordered.

Banks said there could be some disruption at cash machines in the hours surrounding the switch. Earlier this week, people queued outside the Bulgarian National Bank and several currency exchange offices in Sofia to obtain euros.

The euro was first rolled out in 12 countries on January 1, 2002. Croatia was the latest to join, in 2023.

Bulgaria's accession will bring the number of Europeans using the euro to more than 350 million.
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                                Caretaker prime minister Anutin Charnvirakul's decision to dissolve the House adds challenges to the state push for a transition to clean energy in 2026.
The caretaker premier announced in late September Thailand would make more serious efforts to achieve a net-zero target, a balance between carbon dioxide emissions and absorption, by 2050, 15 years earlier than previously planned.

The pledge requires actions that must begin as soon as possible, but Thailand has yet to have a new power development plan (PDP) that will map out what the country must do over the next decade to pave the way for the net-zero strategy.

Businesses are eager to know how much renewable power will be increased to gradually make Thailand a low-carbon society and how the clean energy supply will be sufficient to serve the growing demand of investors, particularly those in the data centre and cloud service businesses.

UNSTOPPABLE

Despite a political vacuum during which Thailand has only a caretaker government with limited power to drive the country, businesses remain hopeful the new PDP will not face further delay.

"We hope the plan will be successfully launched," said Natee Sithiprassasana, chairman of the Federation of Thai Industries' Renewable Energy Industry Club.

He is among business leaders who believe the ongoing work to draft the PDP should be finished, leading to enforcement in early 2026.

This is because Thailand has been using the 2018 PDP for too long without new power supply management that better fits changes in economic conditions, said Mr Natee.

A new PDP is also crucial for the country to maintain competitiveness in drawing foreign investors who demand more clean power to operate their businesses.

Vietnam, Thailand's key investment rival, has already implemented a new power development plan, known as PDP VIII, to serve its growing electricity demand, fuelled by more foreign investment, as well as the country's net-zero ambitions, said Smittipon Srethapramote, chief executive of Banpu Next, the energy technology arm of Banpu.

Under PDP VIII, Vietnam wants to make a major shift towards renewable energy, aiming for 47% of total power generation capacity from renewables by 2030 as well as a balance between greenhouse gas emissions and absorption by 2050.

Thailand is pushing for the 2026 PDP, which will replace the 2024 version, previously scheduled for enforcement from 2024 to 2037. Its predecessor was scrapped, despite going through a public hearing, due to the need to adjust some key energy issues and the change to the new government.

A new PDP drafting panel has been established, aiming to stop further delay in its implementation which has lasted for nearly seven years.

The panel, chaired by Thosaporn Sirisamphan, former board chairman of the Bank of Thailand, the Tourism Authority of Thailand and PTT Plc, will work on the 2026 PDP, aimed at outlining electricity demand and supply plans that better match Thailand's transition to clean energy, according to the Energy Policy Administration Committee.

RISE OF RENEWABLES

In the 2024 PDP, authorities set a target to have renewable power make up 51% of the nation's power mix by 2037, up from 22% at the end of 2024, but this figure is now outdated.

"We need to increase renewable power beyond the 51% threshold," said Mr Natee.

One reason is that Thailand is committed to its pledge to achieve the net-zero target sooner. If the country can significantly cut carbon dioxide emissions from the power sector, the goal can be attainable.

In 2022, Thailand emitted 372 million tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent, with 70% or 260 million tonnes from the power and transport sectors, according to the Department of Climate Change and Environment.

Another reason is the Thai economy is still dependent on foreign investment, so the government needs to attract overseas firms with sufficient clean energy supply.

Naruechon Dhumrongpiyawut, chief executive of Gunkul Engineering, an integrated clean energy developer, supports the need to boost renewable energy in the new PDP.

Renewable energy is playing a crucial role in promoting investment in new industries that can pave the way for Thailand to develop the digital economy, she said.

These industries include data centres, artificial intelligence technology firms, electric vehicles and smart electronics.

It will be an uphill task for the PDP-drafting panel as it has to set an appropriate proportion of renewable power while continuing to use electricity from gas-fired power plants which is important to ensure energy security during the transition to a low-carbon society.

DIRECT PPA CHALLENGE

Mr Natee also urged authorities to consider scaling up the direct power purchase agreement (PPA) policy to better serve growing demand for clean energy among investors.

Last year the National Energy Policy Council, chaired by former premier Srettha Thavisin, approved a pilot direct PPA scheme, facilitating data centre operators who want to directly buy renewable electricity companies.

Peer-to-peer power trade in the renewables category remains prohibited in Thailand.

Investors in data centres are a targeted group because they are expected to help Thailand develop server farms, which are growing rapidly in the country.

The scheme has power generation capacity of 2 gigawatts, facilitating the rapid growth of resource-hungry data centres.

"We want authorities to clarify whether they can increase the capacity," said Mr Natee.

The Energy Policy and Planning Office estimated Thailand needs up to 10GW of clean energy to supply to data centres by 2030.

The government needs to think of capacity expansion under the direct PPA scheme as other industries also want clean energy under peer-to-peer power trade, said Mr Natee.

These industries, including electric cars as well as food and beverages, are committed to campaigns against global warming.
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                  Manufacturers brace for tough 2026                

                Sector facing raft of obstacles this year
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                                Thailand's manufacturing sector is bracing for a difficult start to 2026, as political uncertainty, sluggish domestic demand and structural challenges continue to weigh on the economy.
Industry leaders warn that unresolved problems such as household debt and cheap imports could prolong the sector's struggles, despite government efforts to stimulate growth.

The prolonged process of holding a general election and forming a new government limits the ability of the caretaker administration, led by Anutin Charnvirakul, to make decisive policy moves. Key economic measures and budget allocations for some projects remain stalled, leaving businesses in limbo.

"Renewed political uncertainty in early 2026 could slow budget spending and economic activity," said Kriengkrai Thiennukul, chairman of the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI).

He cautioned that manufacturers may face yet another exhausting year as the broader economy shows little sign of robust recovery.

WEAK MANUFACTURING

The FTI expects Thailand's manufacturing sector to continue to slow in 2026, particularly small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).

Many SMEs are still grappling with financial difficulties and have not fully recovered from the impact of the pandemic. Liquidity shortages remain a pressing concern, leaving businesses vulnerable to external shocks.

Foreign competition adds to the pressure. Local manufacturers are struggling against an influx of low-cost imports, especially from China, which erodes domestic competitiveness.

"SMEs are facing both financial constraints and the challenge of cheap imports flooding the market," said Mr Kriengkrai.

To address liquidity problems, the government has introduced the "Quick Big Win" policy, designed to deliver immediate and inclusive support.

The Thai Credit Guarantee Corporation (TCG) rolled out a credit guarantee scheme worth 50 billion baht to help SMEs access financing. The programme offers low guarantee fees and waives them entirely for the first three years of its seven-year term.

TCG president Sittikorn Direksoonthorn highlighted the urgency of the initiative, noting that commercial bank lending contracted by 1% in the third quarter of 2025 -- the fifth consecutive quarter of decline.

SME lending was hit hard, falling 3.3% in the second quarter and 4% in the third quarter, reflecting high credit risks and structural weaknesses in competitiveness.

To tackle the influx of low-cost products into the Thai market, caretaker industry minister Thanakorn Wangboonkongchana has pledged new measures to shield Thai industries.

The ministry has already directed the Thai Industrial Standards Institute to work alongside the Customs Department to inspect imported goods. Some 143 products are subject to certification to ensure compliance with quality and safety standards.

"The inspection of goods is a tool to reduce the importation of substandard products," said Mr Thanakorn, adding that further discussions with the FTI are underway to strengthen protective measures.

The FTI warned that the manufacturing production index (MPI) could decline in 2026 if issues such as cheap imports remain unresolved.

In contrast, the Office of Industrial Economics projects a modest increase of 1-2% year-on-year, citing government stimulus measures and easing global interest rates.

For 2025, the MPI is expected to decrease by 0.75%.

Industry leaders are urging the government to pursue deeper reforms, including restructuring the industrial sector, investing in high technology and innovation, regulatory reform and workforce development.

The Commission on National Competitiveness Enhancement for Targeted Industries has already approved a plan to train 100,000 workers in response to rapid technological changes.

Training will focus on critical sectors such as biotechnology, advanced food processing, biofuels, next-generation automotive, electronics, robotics, digital technology, healthcare, defence, and green industries.

UNCERTAINTY AHEAD

The automotive sector, a cornerstone of Thai manufacturing, showed signs of recovery in late 2025, but this does not guarantee it will gain momentum in 2026.

Domestic car sales rose sharply in November, driven by surging demand for electric vehicles (EVs). Battery EV sales in the passenger car category soared by 91% to 10,569 units, surpassing sales of internal combustion engine cars, which fell nearly 13% to 10,446 units.

Overall car sales jumped 20.6% to 51,044 units during the month.

Surapong Paisitpatanapong, FTI vice-chairman and spokesman for the Automotive Industry Club, attributed the growth to more affordable EV prices, lower lending rates following the Bank of Thailand's policy rate cut, and aggressive promotions during the Thailand International Motor Expo in December.

However, the outlook for 2026 remains uncertain. The government's EV3.0 incentive scheme expired at the end of 2025, raising concerns that EV prices will rise and dampen demand.

The Electric Vehicle Association of Thailand warned that the absence of incentives could slow momentum in the domestic EV market.

High household debt also continues to cast a shadow over consumer demand.

Despite a gradual decline in 2025, debt levels remain elevated at around 85% of GDP, among the highest in emerging markets, according to Yunyong Thaicharoen, chief economist and sustainability officer at Siam Commercial Bank.

Banks remain cautious about approving auto loans, fearing an increase in non-performing loans. This caution has constrained car demand, even as EV sales temporarily boosted overall figures.

While lending practices have become more cautious, the debt burden still weighs heavily on households and limits their purchasing power.

Despite the uncertainties, the Automotive Industry Club has set Thailand's total car production target for 2026 at 1.45 million units. This includes 950,000 units for export and 500,000 units for the domestic market.

Mr Surapong said the club plans to reassess production targets in the middle of next year, once clearer data on consumer demand and market conditions becomes available.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3167044/manufacturers-brace-for-tough-2026



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Co-payment scheme wraps up                

                              

                                The cabinet has urged the public to spend "Khon La Khrueng Plus" funds before the programme's deadline expires on Wednesday.
Deputy government spokeswoman Lalida Prertiwiwatthana said the cabinet is encouraging citizens to use remaining balances under the "Let's Go Halves" co-payment scheme.

Only seven million out of 20 million eligible participants have spent their allocations, leaving about six billion baht unused. The government hopes the spending will help to stimulate the economy.
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                  Poll, tourism offer hope for retail                

                While economic activity might be subdued initially, the latter half of the year is expected to benefit from stimulus measures introduced by the next administration
              

                                  
                    
                      
                      
                                                  
                        

                        [image: A shopper inspects an array of festive decorations on display at Sampheng Market in Bangkok ahead of the Christmas and New Year festivities.]
                      
                                              
                          A shopper inspects an array of festive decorations on display at Sampheng Market in Bangkok ahead of the Christmas and New Year festivities.                        

                                          

                  

                                Weak consumer spending power, ongoing local and global political uncertainties, border clashes between Thailand and Cambodia, a decline in foreign arrivals and numerous natural disasters have all contributed to challenges for the Thai retail sector in 2025.
What about 2026? Will it be a promising outlook, or could it be another challenging period?

Election Matters

Thailand is approaching another general election, set for Feb 8, 2026.

The election brings hope among voters, who want to see their preferred candidates and parties form the next government.

However, the process will take time. While voting occurs on Feb 8, the Election Commission is not expected to announce official results until April 9.

Milin Veraratanaroj, chairman of Tang Ngee Soon Superstore, one of the largest traditional wholesale chains in Udon Thani, said government operations may not begin until mid-2026.

As a result, any stimulus measures aimed at reviving the sluggish economy are likely to come no earlier than the third quarter. This implies that economic activity in the first half of the year may stay subdued, he said.

Amid prolonged uncertainty over the new government's policy direction, he anticipates economic growth in 2026 to remain limited at around 1-2%.

Weak purchasing power

Mr Milin predicted consumer spending power will remain sluggish next year, mirroring the pace of economic growth in 2025. This has pushed wholesalers to maintain their focus on inventory management.

Moreover, stores need to manage costs effectively and consider integrating technology into their operations. They must also find new ways to cut costs, such as reducing energy expenses.

"The motto for 2026 is: 'You have to help yourself', " he said.

Nattakit Tangpoonsinthana, chief marketing officer of SET-listed Central Pattana, expressed concerns about weak consumer purchasing power next year, noting the persistent issue of high household debt in the country.

He expressed hope for effective economic measures to address Thailand's household debt burden.

Household debt-to-GDP was 86.8% in the second quarter of 2025, according to the Office of the National Economic and Social Development Council.

Although this ratio has declined over the past six quarters, it remains above the level in the second quarter of 2019, before the pandemic, which was 82.6%.

Moreover, as Thailand grapples with the challenges of the middle-income trap, Mr Nattakit hopes the country will eventually identify a new economic S-curve through emerging industries to drive growth and revitalise the economy.

Voralak Tulaphorn, chief marketing officer at The Mall Group, said the slow recovery of consumer purchasing power has led to more cautious spending, especially on items considered non-essential.

Competitive Environment

Ms Voralak predicted intensifying competition between offline and online shopping channels, pushing mall operators to develop more differentiated shopping experiences.

Customers now seek new experiences when visiting malls, along with a sense of value for their time and money spent there, she said.

"These expectations will push the retail sector to adapt quickly and improve operational efficiency," said Ms Voralak.

The market continues to show strong demand for space in high-potential locations, particularly within large shopping malls and mixed-use projects. Customers increasingly seek restaurants, entertainment, events and unique activities at these venues.

In the provincial areas, Ekkapong Chokchaiwitut, chief executive of MAI-listed Mother Marketing, which operates the Mother Supermarket chain, said provincial retailers are expecting intensifying competition from large retail chains next year.

In Krabi, major brand retailers are rapidly expanding, prompting local businesses to increase their store networks to protect and grow their market share, he said.

Banking on Tourism

Despite the competitive environment, Mr Ekkapong is optimistic about the outlook for retail in the South next year, supported by the recovery of tourism.

During 2025's year-end high season, foreign arrivals to Krabi province rose year-on-year, mainly driven by European visitors, he said.

Both Central Pattana and The Mall group share similar sentiments, indicating the recovery of the tourism industry will support Thailand's retail sector, as improved tourism typically increases transaction volumes in shopping malls.

"The tourism industry will be the key engine to boost the retail sector in 2026," said Mr Nattakit.

The Tourism Authority of Thailand set a target to attract 36.7 million foreign arrivals in 2026.

Mr Nattakit believes stimulus measures such as the "Shop Dee Mee Kuen" scheme, which offers tax deductions for shoppers, should be reintroduced.

Meanwhile, Ms Voralak proposed tourism stimulus measures to encourage travel to both first-tier and second-tier cities, which would benefit shopping malls and contribute to the local economy.
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                                The cabinet has approved in principle a set of decrees and regulations under the 2024 Top-Up Tax Act to specify detailed guidelines for the imposition and calculation of the tax, says Kulaya Tantitemit, director-general of the Revenue Department.
The cabinet resolution, adopted on Tuesday, approved four pieces of legislation issued under the Act. The decrees and the regulations define the scope of multinational enterprise (MNE) groups subject to the top-up tax and set out rules for adjusting income, expenses, and covered taxes for the purpose of calculating the tax.

Ms Kulaya said the act has already come into force for large multinational enterprises for accounting periods beginning on or after Jan 1, 2025. To ensure that taxpayers can accurately calculate the tax in compliance with the decree, the Finance Ministry, through the Revenue Department, proposed additional detailed decrees and regulations to the cabinet.

The approved pieces of legislation consist of: a royal decree prescribing criteria for determining whether multinational enterprise groups that have undergone corporate restructuring fall within the scope of the top-up tax; a royal decree setting out criteria relating to entities that are not constituent entities of a multinational group.

Others are a ministerial regulation prescribing rules for the allocation of residual top-up tax revenue received by Thailand in cases where no constituent entity of a multinational enterprise group located in Thailand records profits; and a ministerial regulation prescribing rules for adjusting income, expenses, and covered taxes for the calculation of the top-up tax, as well as criteria for calculating the domestic top-up tax in Thailand.

Ms Kulaya said the secondary legislation was drafted with reference to the Global Anti-Base Erosion (GloBE) Model Rules, Commentary, and Administrative Guidance developed by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). The objective is to align Thailand's top-up tax implementation with international standards, ensuring global consistency and acceptance.
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                  Gold prices plunge but optimism undimmed                

                              

                                Gold prices plunged 1,300 baht on the final trading day of 2025, but analysts see a bright outlook ahead.
The Gold Traders Association reported a sharp drop in domestic gold prices, with the first announcement at 9.02am showing a fall of 1,300 baht, bringing the price down to 65,200 baht per baht-weight.

This compares with the final quoted price Tuesday, which remained unchanged at around 66,500 baht despite 27 adjustments throughout the day.

By 10.11am, prices had been revised five times, with gold bars quoted at 65,100 baht buying and 65,200 baht selling, while gold ornaments were quoted at 63,793.28 baht on the buy side and 66,000 baht on the sell side per baht-weight.

Global gold prices also saw a historic plunge of more than US$200 (6,300 baht) per ounce, falling from $4,500 to around $4,337 per ounce as of Tuesday morning. The drop was attributed to heavy profit-taking in gold and other precious metals, including silver and platinum, following last week's record highs.

Despite the sharp correction, analysts remain optimistic about gold's outlook in 2026, citing sustained central bank purchases worldwide.
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                                The Stock Exchange of Thailand finished 2025 in the red for the third consecutive year, one of only a handful of markets worldwide to record double-digit losses compared with 2024.
The SET Index rose 5.64 points on Tuesday to finish a holiday-shortened week at 1,259.67 points, a decrease of 10% from 1,400.21 at the end of 2024. Turnover was thin at 32.5 billion baht as traders packed up ahead of a five-day New Year break.

The performance of Thai equities this year reflected the broader problems of the economy, one of the weakest in Asia. Tariffs, a tourism slump, a rising baht and weak investment and manufacturing sentiment all weighed on the market. 

Foreign investors ended the year as net sellers of 107.06 billion baht worth of Thai shares, compared with 146.9 billion baht in 2024. Local individuals were net buyers of 158.64 billion, compared with 98.1 billion.

Local institutions were net sellers of 38 billion baht, compared with net buying of 48.2 million baht the year before. Proprietary trading (brokerages) recorded a net selling position of 13.6 billion baht, compared with 22.8 billion in 2024. 

Average daily turnover on the SET as of Nov 30 was 41.91 billion baht, compared with 46.55 billion at the end of 2024. The SET Index peaked at 1,395.70 in the first week in January and reached its lowest point at 1,053.79 on June 22.

The combined market capitalisation of the SET and the Market for Alternative Investment declined to about 13.4 trillion baht as of Dec 29, compared with 16.5 trillion at the end of the previous year.
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        Five energy market trends for 2026
        Energy markets enter 2026 in a downbeat mood as geopolitical uncertainty clouds the outlook and increasing signs of swelling oil and gas supplies threaten to sink prices.

      

      
        EU's carbon challenge
        From today, exporters of five types of products to the European Union must comply with the bloc's Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM).

      

      
        Voters, time to brush up!
        With less than 40 days to go before the February general election, the Election Commission (EC) has yet to show it is capable of organising a meaningful public referendum on rewriting the charter.

      

      
        'Land bridge' will harm nature
        The end of 2025 brought Thais the good news that one of the world's most endangered felines -- the flat-headed cat -- has not gone extinct in our nation, as had long been feared. But our natural heritage is under relentless pressure. We need to treat our habitats, flora and fauna as assets that demand science-led protection.

      

      
        Justice system tested
        The latest accusation involving Pol Gen Surachate "Big Joke" Hakparn is causing considerable harm to the image of justice and the law enforcement system in Thailand.

      

      
        A year of shocks, but Thailand endures
        The year 2025 is not just your typical annus horribilis. Some may say that an appropriate term to describe the year is "hell on earth," or narok bon din in Thai, when many bad things happen all at once.

      

      
        Exit the Snake, enter the Horse
        As we bid farewell to 2025, and welcome 2026 -- and soon, the lunar Year of the Horse -- we once again highlight the winners and losers of the year gone by in Asia.

      

      
        Institutional redesign in order for economic change
        The Nobel Prize in economics was awarded both this year and last year to scholars who, in different ways, emphasised the importance of institutions to economic growth.

      

      
        Now, who to take to the coalition ball?
        Thailand formally entered election mode in earnest over the past weekend, as candidates from all parties flocked to registration venues nationwide to submit their candidacies for the Feb 8 general election.

      

      
        SAO dodges blame
        The State Audit Office (SAO)'s latest statement on the collapse of its 30-storey headquarters is deeply disappointing. It dwells on technical detail while sidestepping the most fundamental question of all: who must be held responsible?
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																Energy markets enter 2026 in a downbeat mood as geopolitical uncertainty clouds the outlook and increasing signs of swelling oil and gas supplies threaten to sink prices.
This past year was a wild one for the oil and gas industry, punctuated by the 12-day Israel-Iran war in June, US President Donald Trump's trade wars, the intensified targeting of energy infrastructure in Russia in its war against Ukraine, Opec's often perplexing production decisions and the recently threatened US blockade of Venezuela.

So what's in store for 2026? Here are five trends likely to shape the energy landscape in 2026 and beyond.

THE YEAR OF THE GLUT?

Investors will keep a razor-sharp focus on signs of swelling oil inventories next year after crude prices fell nearly 20% in 2025 to about US$60 (1,892 baht) a barrel on fears of significant oversupply.

Global oil output has surged over the past year. The US -- the world's biggest oil producer -- ramped up production, as did Canada and Brazil, while the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries and its allies, including Russia, a group known as Opec+, reversed years of cuts.

The International Energy Agency forecasts supply will exceed demand in 2026 by a head-spinning 3.85 million barrels per day (bpd), the equivalent of around 4% of global demand.

Yet Opec analysts see a largely balanced market next year, creating one of the sharpest forecast divergences in decades. Uncertainty about the supply-demand balance has been compounded by China's large-scale crude stockpiling since April. Traders have limited visibility about these volumes, though they are estimated to be sizeable at roughly 500,000 bpd, according to Reuters calculations.

Ultimately, the IEA looks more likely to be proven correct. According to Kpler data, oil being transported or stored on tankers has risen in recent weeks to its highest point since April 2020, when consumption cratered due to Covid-19 lockdowns. Such elevated seaborne stocks suggest onshore inventories may soon start filling, adding further downward pressure on prices.

THE LNG WAVE IS COMING

Demand for liquefied natural gas has surged in recent years, particularly as Europe has sought to rapidly replace the huge volumes of Russian pipeline gas it imported before Moscow's invasion of Ukraine in 2022.

The boom generated enormous profits for LNG producers and traders, but that may not be the case moving forward as global export capacity ramps up.

Between 2025 and 2030, new LNG export capacity is expected to grow by 300 billion cubic metres per year, a 50% jump, according to the IEA, with around 45% coming from the US, the world's biggest exporter of the fuel.

Supply is set to outpace demand growth over the same period, squeezing producers' margins and offering consumers in Europe and Asia some relief. Rising US natural gas prices pose another headache for producers.

Still, producers have some reason for optimism. As LNG prices decline in 2026 and beyond, this power source will become increasingly competitive with lower-cost options such as oil and coal, potentially boosting demand for the super-chilled fuel.

DIESEL OUTPERFORMANCE PERSISTS

Diesel profit margins have risen this year, gaining steam in the last six months as the refined-product market faced supply constraints even as the world is increasingly awash with crude oil.

Benchmark European diesel refining margins rose 30% in 2025, compared with a 20% drop in Brent crude prices in 2025, according to LSEG data. That's largely due to a string of Ukrainian drone attacks on Russian refineries and oil terminals, which led to a decline in diesel exports in late 2025, as well as the EU decision to ban imports of fuels made from Russian crude oil.

This trend is expected to continue through 2026, since there is relatively little new refining capacity coming online. A peace deal in Ukraine would alter the calculus but likely offer only limited relief.

BIG OIL EXPECTS BRIGHTER FUTURE

Oil and gas companies are bracing for strong headwinds in 2026. Chevron, Exxon Mobil and TotalEnergies have all lowered spending plans for next year by around 10% and announced deep cost cuts. At the same time, the oil majors appear quite bullish about the longer-term outlook. They are spending more on exploration and investments in new projects that will come online later this decade or in the early 2030s. Major Middle East oil producers, including Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, are also gearing up for a new era of upstream investments.

This long-term bullishness may prompt Western oil majors -- most of which boast solid balance sheets and relatively low debt, with BP a notable exception -- to use the expected 2026 downturn to gobble up struggling rivals.

RENEWABLES DOWN BUT NOT OUT

In October, the IEA slashed its global forecast for renewable power growth through 2030 by one-fifth, or 248 gigawatts, compared with last year's outlook, citing weaker prospects in the US and China.

Global renewable capacity is now expected to rise by 4,600 GW by 2030, with solar accounting for roughly 80% of the increase.

Even so, demand for electricity is expected to grow by 4% per year by 2027, driven by power-hungry data centres and the broader electrification of economies, even as governments and companies may slow energy transition plans in the name of energy security.

This tension is set to dominate the world's power markets in 2026 and beyond, particularly as the costs of solar, wind and battery storage are expected to keep falling.

Ron Bousso is a columnist at Reuters.
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																From today, exporters of five types of products to the European Union must comply with the bloc's Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM).
The regulation applies to six high-emission products: steel, aluminium, cement, fertiliser, electricity and hydrogen.

This new non-tariff barrier is expected to further strain domestic steelmakers already grappling with a surge of low-priced Chinese imports and the United States' decision to double tariffs on steel and aluminium to 50% from 25%.

Medium-sized manufacturers will also be affected, as CBAM requires them to disclose greenhouse gas emissions associated with their products and purchase CBAM certificates to offset those emissions.

The big question is whether Thailand is ready to comply with CBAM. The answer, regrettably, is probably not.

Most critically, the Climate Change Bill -- essential for paving the way for a carbon tax and a national emissions trading system (ETS) -- hit a snag when the government dissolved the House on Dec 11, just a week after the Lower House accepted the bill in its second reading and planned to forward it to the Senate for final consideration.

Without this crucial legislation, the country lacks the legal mechanisms needed to help exporters comply with CBAM. The bill provides a framework for national management of greenhouse gas emissions, carbon trading, and systems to calculate and monitor emissions embedded in manufactured goods for export.

Exporters are now pinning their hopes on the newly elected government to prioritise the legislation and fast-track it as soon as possible. Under parliamentary rules, the new parliament has 60 days after the cabinet is sworn in to take up bills approved by the previous House. Failing that, lawmakers will have to restart the legislative process from scratch.

Delays will only benefit exporting countries that are better prepared, with established emissions-trading mechanisms and ample supplies of clean energy to produce low-emission goods.

Delays will erode the competitiveness of Thai exporters.

Another major hurdle is Thailand's lagging development of clean technology and renewable energy.

While more than 35% of electricity generated in Vietnam comes from renewable sources, Thailand's share stands at only about 15%.

Compounding the challenge, roughly half of Thailand's electricity is generated from natural gas, with another 20% coming from coal-fired power plants.

This raises a serious question: how will the government ensure a sufficient supply of clean energy, the backbone of low-carbon production, in the years ahead?

Policymakers have pinned their hopes on small -- and possibly large -- nuclear power plants, as well as hydrogen-based energy. Yet the question is not only when these technologies can be deployed, but also whether the country can afford them.

Governments around the world have been preparing their societies, manufacturing bases and trade sectors for a low-carbon future.

It is time Thai lawmakers lift their heads from the political whirlpool and focus on preparing the country -- and its exporters -- to compete in an increasingly carbon-constrained global market.
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																With less than 40 days to go before the February general election, the Election Commission (EC) has yet to show it is capable of organising a meaningful public referendum on rewriting the charter.
It is first time in the country's history that a national election and public referendum on this topic will be held on the same day.

So far, the cabinet has approved almost 8.9 billion baht for this double-header. Of that amount, 6.75 billion baht is to be used for the election, 525 million baht for organising the referendum, and 1.7 billion baht for personnel and operational expenses.

Yet the EC seems to be devoting more energy on the election. Politicians and experts have complained the office is being slow and has not properly prepared voters to understand the content of the referendum.

Understandably, this election will be watershed moment for Thai politics, so the EC and society in general has been paying more attention to the coming poll. It is first election of its kind in 15 years, with MPs and winning parties to pick the prime minister.

Over the past 15 years, junta government and their appointed senators have played key roles in deciding who will serve as PM. Theoretically, the elected lawmakers should have more sway in deciding the political outcome of the country.

While society seems to be more active in regards to this national election, many voters -- except for highly politically activists -- seem to be clueless about the referendum.

Few seem to understand why they have to decide on a referendum, let alone the implications of its outcome. They are not to be blamed, however. Voters have grown tired simply trying to deal with bread-and-butter issues.

Thai voters have cumulatively gone through 20 different constitutions to date. But they have yet to be convinced these charters really affect their lives.

Such lukewarm attention does not bode well for society, especially when voters need to make important decisions on the framework of the country despite fully comprehending it.

Voters need well-balanced information about the current charter instead of parties telling them what they should tick at the referendum box.

Right now, the charter-rewriting effort and the associated public referendum have become the meat of new political campaigns for parties and their affiliated groups.

That is worrying. Of course, parties and political groups are entitled to tout and campaign their ideas. But a well-informed society and voters educated on this matter need to get all the information and engage in productive debate to make the right decision.

The EC needs to plug that gap. It must organise and provide a forum that incorporates experts with different ideas and political groups to discuss the current charter -- its problems and the rewriting options.

Without well-informed voters, the public referendum will just be an empty but costly democratic sham.
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																The end of 2025 brought Thais the good news that one of the world's most endangered felines -- the flat-headed cat -- has not gone extinct in our nation, as had long been feared. But our natural heritage is under relentless pressure. We need to treat our habitats, flora and fauna as assets that demand science-led protection.
In 2026, the government might hope to solicit bids for the Kra Isthmus Land bridge megaproject, intended to reduce cargo transit times between the Pacific and Indian oceans. Plans describe a 90km overland corridor linking two deep-sea ports, alongside industrial estates and oil-and-gas pipelines. It would become the biggest transport project in Thai history, with costs as high as 1 trillion baht.

The economic case is being debated. But the ecological case is barely being examined. Start with the name. This is not a "bridge" in the ordinary sense -- a structure that rises above a waterway or road so that life can continue underneath.

The land bridge, as proposed, would lay down a multi-lane highway and double-track rail line at ground level across the narrow waist of the peninsula, from Chumphon on the Gulf of Thailand to Ranong on the Andaman Sea. Yes, it will include tunnels and elevated sections, but for the most part, it will form a cement-and-steel barrier that interrupts the movement of wildlife, seeds and water across the isthmus.

That matters because the Kra region is not just any landscape. Ecologists call it the "Kra Ecotone": a rare continental transition zone where northern Southeast Asia meets the climate and species of Malesia (the Thai-Malay peninsula and island Southeast Asia) -- including the flat-headed cat, which survives in Narathiwat province.

Where ecosystems overlap, biodiversity tends to be high. But edge zones are also fragile: their richness depends on connection. The closest parallel is Panama's isthmus, where a narrow strip of land connects continents and two oceans meet.

This is where the land bridge poses its most serious long-term risk -- habitat fragmentation. Large habitats do not fail only because trees are cut. They fail because barriers divide living systems into smaller, isolated pockets. Once separated by roads, rail lines and industrial development, wildlife populations breed within shrinking groups. Over generations, the exchange of genetic traits declines.

Reduced genetic diversity makes populations less resilient to disease, invasive species and climate change, leading to decline -- and sometimes local extinction.

Thailand cannot afford to treat that as an abstract concern. Healthy mangroves, forests and watersheds provide "ecosystem services" that support livelihoods and reduce risk: clean water, fertile soil, fisheries, pollination, flood and storm protection, carbon storage, and climate resilience. These benefits have real economic value even when they do not appear on a balance sheet. Lose the system, and the losses are often irreversible.

Supporters will note, correctly, that the project must undergo an environmental impact assessment (EIA). But Thailand's EIA track record offers little comfort. Committees rarely include ecologists and field biologists, who are the experts best equipped to evaluate wildlife movement, ecosystem dynamics and population genetics.

Instead, they are usually dominated by environmental engineers, agricultural-forestry scientists, and environmental management specialists. These experts tend to focus on economic benefits and mitigation measures, not protection.

Even foreign specialists will struggle to assess impacts properly if Thailand lacks the baseline field data to begin with -- data we have long underfunded.

The predictable outcome is that large projects are approved so long as they include "restoration" components -- reforestation schemes, planted buffers or engineered habitats. These may help in limited ways, but they are not substitutes for intact ecosystems. A biologically rich, self-sustaining landscape cannot be replaced by rows of planted trees; artificial ecosystems are typically less diverse, less resilient and less beneficial than what they replace.

Moreover, the project will bring emissions to the area from internal combustion engines on ships, trucks, cars and locomotives. Even electric vehicles there will ultimately rely on our national power generation system, which still runs mostly on burning fossil fuels. Keep in mind that in 2022, Unesco tentatively listed Ranong's mangroves as World Heritage.

None of this is an argument against development. It is an argument for honest accounting. If we are considering a trillion-baht bet, ecological costs must be assessed with the same seriousness as construction costs -- and by the right experts, using transparent baseline data.

If local ecological knowledge is thin, the answer is not to proceed anyway. We should pause, study and design properly.

There is also a question of who truly benefits. Too often, megaprojects deliver outsized gains to a small circle of large firms -- frequently those with political connections -- while ordinary people see only limited access to the promised jobs and prosperity. The land bridge is expected to raise GDP, but it is reasonable to ask: for whom, and at what price?

Before any tender is issued, the government should put ecology at the centre of planning. That means EIAs led by qualified ecologists and field biologists, with open data, peer review and genuine public scrutiny.

It means designing wildlife corridors and crossings -- overpasses, underpasses and real bridges -- that keep species movement intact, alongside strict protections for mangroves, forests and coastal habitats. And it means binding conditions with independent monitoring and enforcement, not mitigation plans that simply tick boxes on paper.

The Kra Ecotone is a national and global asset. If the land bridge cannot be built with credible safeguards that protect this living corridor, the wisest course is to rethink it radically -- or cancel it.

Biologist Kitichate Sridith is a retired fellow of Prince of Songkhla University. 'Heritage Matters' is presented by The Siam Society Under Royal Patronage to advocate conservation of the cultural and natural heritage of Thailand and the region. The views expressed here are those of the author.
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																The latest accusation involving Pol Gen Surachate "Big Joke" Hakparn is causing considerable harm to the image of justice and the law enforcement system in Thailand.
Pol Gen Surachate is accused of giving gold bars -- valued at some 10 million baht -- to a commissioner of the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) to clear him of corruption and malpractice charges related to an illegal online gambling site.

Despite the report being just an accusation and with the state attorney has yet to decide whether to send the case to court, the onus still falls on the NACC to clear the air.

The case stems from police allegations that on Sept 1, 2024, Pol Gen Surachate ordered a subordinate to deliver 246 baht-weight of gold bars to an NACC commissioner at the Southern Thai Association on Kanchanaphisek Road in Bangkok.

Last week, police led by Pol Maj Gen Jaroonkiat Pankaew, deputy commissioner of the Central Investigation Bureau (CIB) and deputy head of the special investigation team, searched 11 locations linked to the bribery case involving the gold bars allegedly given to the NACC commissioner and seized 120 baht-weight of gold bars and a large number of documents for further examination.

Pol Gen Surachate heard the police charges on Saturday and has denied all accusations.

Meanwhile, the accused NACC commissioner on Monday sent a lawyer to file charges against those who provided information to the police regarding the gold bar allegations.

Pol Gen Surachate had been, at one stage, tipped to become national police chief, until he was expelled from the Royal Thai Police (RTP) early this year after he was found to have been involved in an online gambling site.

The NACC is probing the case but has remained silent since the gold bar scandal broke on Friday, which is damaging to its image.

We can only hope that, instead of retreating into an ivory tower, the office communicates with the public to build trust in how it will handle the matter.

On Tuesday, the NACC will hold an emergency meeting to discuss this latest accusation.

The public expects the NACC to inform society about what it will do with the commissioner at the Southern Thai Association, who is accused of taking the gold bar bribe. It needs to know whether the NACC will conduct an internal probe or assign the task to another body.

Indeed, this case also raises questions about other NACC probes into Pol Gen Surachate, such as when a different team of commissioners cleared him on a charge that he received a bribe from a karaoke bar in a northeastern province a decade ago, when he served in the Trafficking In Persons Division.

It goes without saying that Pol Gen Surachate and others accused remain innocent until proven guilty, but to ensure professionalism, the NACC needs to spell out what it will do with the probe.

Without transparency, accusations will gain more ground, and those who suffer most will not be the NACC-accused persons, but the country's justice system.
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																The year 2025 is not just your typical annus horribilis. Some may say that an appropriate term to describe the year is "hell on earth," or narok bon din in Thai, when many bad things happen all at once.
Yet Thailand managed to survive. In retrospect, we might consider Lord Buddha, who offers a playbook for surviving in crisis mode. Patience helped us muddle through this arduous time. Like the Tom Yum Kung financial crisis of 1997, the country experienced every flavour at once -- sweet moments of survival, sour disappointments, sharp confrontations, and lingering uncertainty.

Meanwhile, critics, both at home and abroad, have often asked how Thailand managed to survive repeated shocks while tolerating political nincompoops.

The answer lies in the country's long history and deep-rooted instinct. The history of Thailand, once formally known as Siam, has always been a tale of resilient people who know how to adapt, improvise or weather storms. In 2025, however, the genie came out of the bottle, unleashing pressures and chaos.

The first month of 2025 began with what first appeared to be an isolated crime -- the kidnapping of a Chinese film actor, Wang Xing. He was abducted after arriving at Suvarnabhumi airport and trafficked across the western border of Thailand to Myawaddy, Myanmar's scam centre. Few paid attention until Chinese netizens broke the news of his disappearance. Since then, the case has exposed an extraordinary scale of transnational crime operating across the region.

It also revealed how Thailand had become a crucial transit point and financial platform for criminal networks moving people and money out of the country. Their main destinations -- Cambodia and Myanmar -- were where casinos and scam centres had flourished. A few hundred thousand people were believed to be working in scam centres in the two countries, turning the area into one of the world's largest hubs for such illegal activity.

The case also brought renewed attention to the role of grey money -- laundered cash -- channelled through Thailand by unscrupulous investors. For months now, media across platforms have fixated on the nature and scale of this shadow economy.

In the same month, the collapse of the nearly completed 30-storey headquarters of the State Audit Office raised bigger questions about law enforcement and the safety of public buildings in Thailand.

If the scammers and building collapse in the first quarter were shocking, the mid-year saw the explosion of a political time bomb. In late May, armed conflicts between Thai and Cambodian militaries began at the Chong Bok crossing in the Nam Yuen district of Ubon Ratchathani.

In mid-July, the leak of a phone conversation between then-Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra and her designated "uncle," Cambodian leader Hun Sen, now the chair of the Senate, shaped the country's politics and national security to an unprecedented level. The leak was deliberate and effectively destroyed the Paetongtarn government. The Constitutional Court later ruled that her conduct disgraced the country's pride and harmed national interests. She was removed from her premiership.

Her removal cleared the way for the medium-sized Bhumjaithai Party, a former coalition partner, to form a new government under Anutin Charnvirakul. The arrangement was explicitly temporary. Under an agreement with the opposition People's Party, his government was to remain in power for only four months before dissolving parliament and calling a general election.

The leaked phone conversation reshaped bilateral public sentiment toward Cambodia. Public distrust has been pressurised and bottled up, waiting to explode. By late July, border skirmishes intensified. Newly planted landmines along the border injured more soldiers, further inflaming public anger and nationalist sentiment. Each new incident hardened attitudes in Bangkok and within the Thai military.

A small shooting incident in early December along the border marked the turning point. Both sides accuse the other of firing first. What might once have been contained quickly escalated into a pattern of probing, retaliation, and brinkmanship -- a deadly game of "catch me if you can." Throughout the conflict, Cambodia controlled information tightly, restricting media coverage and keeping casualty figures secret.

It moved swiftly on social media, portraying Thailand as the aggressor and accusing it of using disproportionate force. At one point, Cambodian media accused Thailand of using chemical weapons. Do facts matter? Thai narratives and verified information were overshadowed mainly by Cambodia's carefully crafted "victimhood" framing at home and abroad.

It was at the Ottawa Convention conference in Geneva that Thailand's painstakingly gathered evidence of Cambodia's landmines finally broke through. Cambodia was exposed. Back home, the Thai military began responding more effectively, with clearer strategic messaging.

After Dec 7, Thailand adopted a more transparent approach, holding daily briefings on the border situation. Still, it was slow to gain traction in the information war. Too many spokespersons spoke at once, while confusion was amplified by news hosts and commentators speculating on every hourly update.

Meanwhile, on the domestic front, Mr Anutin could no longer shoulder mounting criticism of his leadership. On Dec 11, he dissolved parliament and called a snap election after losing the support of the People's Party. Critics argued he was instead avoiding an imminent censure debate and a possible no-confidence vote. A general election was scheduled for Feb. 8, 2026, plunging Thailand back into campaign mode at the worst possible time.

As caretaker prime minister, Mr Anutin is now relying on the advantages of incumbency. He hopes to win big while facing security risks in the neighbourhood. Yet the regional environment remains volatile. Cambodia remains a flashpoint, while the situation in Myanmar remains unpredictable.

Myanmar's military junta has pressed ahead with elections widely condemned by the international community as a sham. Nay Pyi Taw appears unperturbed by pressure from the global community or even the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean), of which Myanmar is a member.

Nine countries -- including Russia, China, India, Japan, Vietnam, Cambodia, Belarus, Nicaragua, and Kazakhstan -- sent representatives to observe the polls. The first phase of voting on Sunday was a test run. The second phase on Jan 11 and the final one on Jan 25 could still produce uncertainty. No matter the outcome, Thailand is likely to be affected by developments in Myanmar.

Back to the home front, severe flooding in Hat Yai and across southern Thailand in November came at the worst possible time for the Anutin administration. The government faced sharp criticism from political opponents and the media for poor coordination and delayed rescue and relief efforts.

In the wake of the flooding, border skirmishes with Cambodia resumed and quickly intensified. Then came the dissolution of parliament, plunging the country into yet another election cycle amid cascading crises.

On Saturday, after 20 days of intense fighting, Thailand and Cambodia signed a truce agreement. The following 72 hours of a complete no-shooting period were to be rewarded with the release of 18 Cambodian soldiers detained by the Thai army since July. In the years ahead, both sides will need to mend fences and reconcile their differences at every level.

As 2025 comes to an end, the whole political landscape has been badly shaken. It is surprising that the political system, as well as society, remains coherent and continues to move forward.

Again, Thailand has proved beyond any doubt that it really has resilience. Teflon Thailand still has its sheen.

The big question is whether this resilience will be sufficient to carry the country to a more competitive position on the global stage and to fare better socially and economically?

Or that such resilience will only make us numb, leaving us to walk in circles time and again next year and in years to come.

Kavi Chongkittavorn is a veteran journalist on regional affairs.
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																As we bid farewell to 2025, and welcome 2026 -- and soon, the lunar Year of the Horse -- we once again highlight the winners and losers of the year gone by in Asia.
For Thailand, it was a year of continued uncertain economic times as the race to become prime minister ended, only to begin soon again. The on again, off again border war between Thailand and Cambodia endures, and Vietnam surpassed Thailand as the go to destination for Chinese tourists.

What a year this has been. Understandably, for many it could not be over soon enough. As we have done for a decade now, we look back and see who had it bad and who had it good. In 2024, we put the spotlight on the region's climate victims and on a pygmy hippo from Thailand gone viral, Moo Deng.

Here's one last look at Asia's worst to best in 2025.

Worst year: Asia's Cyber Scam Victims

The victims are both the scammers and the scammed in the still growing tsunami of cybercrime sweeping across the globe from Southeast Asia. Criminal gangs largely operating out of Myanmar, Laos, and Cambodia -- dateline "Scambodia" -- have defrauded billions of dollars from victims worldwide.

The perpetrators? Hundreds of thousands of individuals are enticed with fake employment offers to these nations, many transiting via Thailand, then held against their will, enslaved to work in these scam centres. The kidnapping of Chinese actor Wang Xing, who was lured by a fraudulent acting gig in early 2025, then forced to work in one operation, brought heightened attention to this growing crisis.

Even the Trump administration has taken notice. "The scam centres are creating a generational wealth transfer from Main Street America into the pockets of Chinese organised crime," states US Attorney Jeanine Pirro.

Weak governments and corruption allow these multi-billion dollar criminal enterprises to operate, despite high-profile efforts to free captives and close compounds that have operated with near impunity in Southeast Asia.

Unless stopped, these operations will only grow more sophisticated as they begin to use AI and deepfakes to perpetrate their crimes. Criminals too often seem to call the shots in "scam cities". Despite growing visibility, Asia's enslaved cyber scam victims earn the distinction of worst year in Asia, with sadly far too little hope for escape and rescue in sight.

Bad year: Natural disaster casualties

The death count across large swathes of Asia seemed to accelerate by year's end. Throughout all of 2025, too many people fell victim to not just natural disasters, but also the impact of earthquakes, typhoons and floods seemingly made worse by the hands of man, whether corruption or ineptness.

A March 28 earthquake in Myanmar killed well over 3,600, displaced some 200,000 and even brought down a skyscraper under construction across the border in distant Bangkok, killing dozens more. From Sri Lanka to Thailand to Indonesia to Vietnam to Malaysia and the Philippines, floods, mudslides and typhoons combined to impact millions and kill more than 1,800 towards year's end.

Add fire to the mix. The year closed with the horrific Wang Fuk Court apartment complex fire in Tai Po, Hong Kong. Televised scenes of towering infernos seemingly from a disaster movie were seen worldwide.

Inoperable fire alarms and below grade construction materials reportedly exacerbated the heartbreaking 2025 tragedy, which killed at least 160 people -- making it one of the deadliest fires in the city's history.

Mixed Year: 'Gen Z' Uprisings

Armed with memes, hashtags and reels and some waving the Jolly Roger Flag popularised by the Japanese anime and manga series One Piece, a "Generation Z" hungering for change had a mixed year in 2025.

Many in this cohort of young people born between 1997 and 2012 took to the streets -- including in Nepal, Indonesia, Philippines, the Maldives and even in new Asean member state Timor-Leste -- to protest corruption, nepotism and economic inequality.

The results were decidedly mixed though their frustrations seemed all too common in Asia.

These "digital natives" succeeded in bringing down Nepal's government. This followed this generation's role in 2024 helping bring down the government of Bangladesh.

In other countries, small concessions were achieved in 2025. Yet, at year-end, the question remains whether "Gen Z" -- the first generation to fully grow up in the internet era -- is able to maintain momentum and turn these uprisings into a viable movement for constructive change.

The shared hope remains for a political force that can reform entrenched and corrupt systems, alleviate youth's deep frustration with the status quo and bring about more economic opportunities. To quote Monkey D Luffy from One Piece, "If you don't take risks, you can't create a future."

Good Year: Asia's 'Bamboo Economic Tactics'

Resilience was in full display across Asia's slowing but still growing economies at year-end. Leaders across Asia adopted flexible, adaptive strategies -- akin to bamboo bending in high winds -- to navigate Mr Trump's "liberation day" tariffs. Indeed. It proved a good year for this "bet" on "bamboo economic tactics" as the region's reputation for pragmatism held and countries were able to manage the new global economic reality.

This approach led to reduced albeit still higher US tariffs -- down from initial proposals for many -- and revamped trade configurations and new economic strategies. One example is the India, Canada and Australia cooperation agreement on technology and innovation, underscoring Asian nations' own Art of the Deal. This recalibration allowed developing Asia overall to achieve growth hovering around 5% for the year, according to the Asian Development Bank. This also kept Asia on track overall as still the world's fastest-growing region in the world.

Best Year: Chinese Soft Power

If tech and creative content are the new soft power, this past year showed that "Made In China" could be a contender, with China joining the ranks of the United States and Korea as a soft-power powerhouse.

The year began with the January surprise that was the launch of low-cost AI model DeepSeek in a world once enamoured by ChatGPT and American tech prowess. And by year-end, it was clear that the "elvish creature" and iconic Pop Mart collectible known as Labubu had taken the world by storm, even appearing in New York City's iconic Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade. Labubu herself is part of a larger group of characters called "The Monsters", created by Hong Kong artist and author Kasing Lung.

From BYD electric vehicles to the biggest animated film in the world ever -- Ne Zha 2 (grossing some US$1.9 billion [59.5 billion baht]) -- to Li-Ning sneakers appearing on NBA courts and Luckin Coffee shops opening at a rapid pace throughout Asia and the United States, Chinese soft power was clearly on the rise in 2025, and so receives the distinction for best year in Asia.

Here's to a better, safer and more peaceful year for all in Thailand and around the region and world in 2026.

Curtis S Chin, a former US ambassador to the Asian Development Bank, is managing director of advisory firm RiverPeak Group and chair, senior fellows at Milken Institute. Jose B. Collazo is an analyst focusing on the Indo-Pacific region. Follow them on X at @CurtisSChin and @JoseBCollazo.
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																The Nobel Prize in economics was awarded both this year and last year to scholars who, in different ways, emphasised the importance of institutions to economic growth.
Joel Mokyr, a 2025 laureate, used historical sources to demonstrate that societies prosper when they allow new ideas to be put into practice. Philippe Aghion and Peter Howitt, his co-laureates, identified the role of creative destruction -- and the institutions that enable new entrants to replace incumbent companies and technologies -- in driving sustained growth. For the 2024 laureates -- Daron Acemoglu, Simon Johnson, and James A Robinson -- the key to economic prosperity lies in the rule of law and enabling institutions.

Economics has broadly recognised these realities, especially now that emerging technologies are transforming the structure of production. But there is an odd disconnect between this consensus and the current economic-policy debate, which focuses mainly on narrow issues like investment in AI infrastructure and corporate taxes. When questions of institutional design emerge, they tend to be restricted to specific bodies, such as central banks. Rarely do policymakers think about what kind of institutional climate enables innovation and experimentation.

Moreover, there are no standard institutional definitions or metrics. Economy-wide studies tend to fall back on indirect measures that many economists regard with scepticism, such as surveys of "trust in institutions" or indices of institutional quality. Likewise, the measurement of intangibles such as research and development or data assets -- essential for economies and firms alike -- is far less developed than other economic statistics.

Taking a broader view raises new questions. Who are the modern-day equivalents of the mechanics tinkering with new technologies identified by Prof Mokyr as key agents of innovation during the Industrial Revolution? What is preventing less productive incumbent firms from exiting the market, which Prof Aghion and Prof Howitt found is crucial for economic dynamism? What are today's versions of the corporations (such as universities and guilds) that, as Prof Mokyr and his co-authors explain in Two Paths to Prosperity: Culture and Institutions in Europe and China, 1000-2000, facilitated European progress?

One way for policymakers to answer such questions would be to place renewed emphasis on competition policy, the importance of which has been underscored by the "development miracles" of South and East Asia in the second half of the 20th century. These economies built manufacturing bases by relying on domestic or export competition to enforce discipline in their leading industries.

Despite a growing recognition within academia that antitrust laws have been under-enforced in OECD economies since the 1980s, not much has changed. More active enforcement would require political courage to challenge powerful incumbents - and that seems in short supply.

In the United States, the increased antitrust scrutiny under Lina Khan, former president Joe Biden's Federal Trade Commissioner, ground to a halt when Donald Trump returned to the White House. The European Union, for its part, has been hesitant to use the full force of its digital regulations because of the Trump administration's trade threats and strong pushback from US tech firms. The United Kingdom has pinned its growth hopes on securing inward investment from large multinationals, even going so far as to weaken the UK Competition and Markets Authority.

In every case, the focus remains on the specifics of the current framework, to the detriment of more expansive thinking about an economy's institutional architecture. In many countries, the institutions that comprise innovation systems, determine the ease with which companies can be formed and dissolved, and permit experimentation with new products and services have become semi-fossilised.

To take just one example, it is too costly for many European companies to fail. New research suggests that high restructuring costs limit R&D and make investment in tech and biotech startups unprofitable. But implementing "flexicurity" reforms, which combine labour-market flexibility with strong social protections, is not a silver bullet. The rate at which startups form and thrive is a matter of political economy, depending on their location's general environment -- the business ecosystem, the partnership between private and public sectors, and the political commitment to growth.

Fortunately, big-picture discussions are starting to take place. Former European Central Bank President and former prime minister of Italy Mario Draghi's report on the future of European competitiveness was an important milestone for the EU, as it acknowledged the need for a broad policy refresh.

With the multilateral system all but defunct, the clean-energy transition well underway, and AI advancing at breakneck pace, we need to fling the Overton window wide open and create space for new policy ideas across multiple domains.

As people in advanced economies grow increasingly disillusioned with the economic establishment, the institutions underpinning it will inevitably change. But how they change will depend on what policymakers do next. (c)2025 Project Syndicate

Diane Coyle, Professor of Public Policy at the University of Cambridge, is the author of Cogs and Monsters: What Economics Is, and What It Should Be (Princeton University Press, 2021) and The Measure of Progress: Counting What Really Matters (Princeton University Press, 2025).
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																Thailand formally entered election mode in earnest over the past weekend, as candidates from all parties flocked to registration venues nationwide to submit their candidacies for the Feb 8 general election.
However, the election atmosphere is far from vigorous. Much of the public remains preoccupied with the war along the Thai-Cambodian border, particularly in the seven northeastern and eastern provinces that share a frontier with Cambodia.

The first day of constituency candidate registration on Saturday coincided with the signing of a ceasefire agreement between Thailand and Cambodia, bringing an end to what has been described as the bloodiest conflict ever between the two neighbouring countries.

Yet even as the fighting appears to have ceased -- at least for now -- the prospect of durable peace remains elusive, with mutual distrust still deeply entrenched. At the same time, many people are looking ahead to the New Year amid a gloomy economic slowdown. It could be more than a week before the public at large turns its full attention to the election and begins to seriously consider which parties and candidates deserve their votes.

Pre-election polls from various agencies show the People's Party (PP) leading the pack, with its leader, Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut, emerging as the most favoured prime ministerial candidate. However, the proportion of undecided voters remains high, while the credibility and reliability of some pollsters are also being questioned.

Nevertheless, a political phenomenon has emerged that could significantly shape the formation of the next government.

The upcoming election is widely portrayed as a contest between two major parties: Bhumjaithai (BJT) and the PP.

Yet BJT leader Anutin Charnvirakul has openly declared that his party will not form a governing alliance with the People's Party because of the latter's intention to amend the lese-majeste law, or Section 112 of the Criminal Code.

It is an open secret that amending Section 112 has long been the "holy grail" for this political camp, regardless of whether it operated under the Future Forward or Move Forward banner. The issue has consistently been its flagship electoral policy.

Evidence lies in the fact that many of its former MPs have defended lese-majeste offenders and called for an amnesty. Although Mr Natthaphong claims the party has dropped its intention to amend the law, conservative parties such as Bhumjaithai, the Democrats and United Thai Nation remain sceptical. The key question is who will believe his pledge.

Meanwhile, Democrat Party leader Abhisit Vejjajiva has announced his party will not join a government with the Kla Tham Party because of its de facto leader's tainted background and alleged links to a major transnational scam suspect, though he stopped short of naming names.

The de facto leader, Capt Thamanat Prompao, was reported by the BBC to have served four years in prison in Australia in 1993 following conviction on a narcotics-related charge.

Mr Abhisit's move to set a higher ethical bar for parties by rejecting associations with so-called "grey" parties is commendable. However, it comes at a price: it effectively closes the door for the Democrats to join a government led by Bhumjaithai, which is unlikely to abandon Kla Tham as a partner.

The People's Party, for its part, is aiming for a landslide victory that would allow it to form a single-party government. This ambition appears far-fetched, given the party's declining popularity, as reflected in defeats in several local elections, including those for Provincial Administrative Organisations.

Adding to its woes, the party has come under heavy criticism for its perceived anti-military stance amid the armed conflict with Cambodia.

The party is also being haunted by previous gaffes made by Pita Limjaroenrat, former leader of the now-defunct Move Forward Party. Among his remarks were: "What is the point of having soldiers?"; "If Thailand is invaded, don't believe that Thai soldiers can defeat the invaders"; and "In a naval battle, there is no need for submarines -- fishing trawlers should suffice."

Hypothetical explanations offered by Thanathorn Juangroongruangkit, the People's Party's spiritual leader and head of the Progressive Movement, have done little to help. Mr Thanathorn claimed that had Mr Pita been prime minister, Thailand would not have become embroiled in a bloody war with Cambodia.

Such conjecture has given opponents ample opportunity to mock him, arguing that had Mr Pita been prime minister, Cambodia might have comfortably won the war.

In the eyes of the public, the Thai army has emerged as a hero for its performance and sacrifices on the battlefield. This sentiment is likely to reflect positively on Prime Minister Anutin for his leadership during the conflict, potentially turning into increased support for the Bhumjaithai Party. It may also help the government recover, to some extent, from the credibility damage caused by its failure to manage the devastating floods in Hat Yai.

The People's Party still faces another major hurdle. Fourteen of its candidates -- 12 party-list and two constituency contenders -- may be suspended.

They are among 44 former Move Forward MPs who signed a petition supporting amendments to Section 112. The case remains under consideration by the National Anti-Corruption Commission. If the watchdog rules against them, the matter will be forwarded to the Supreme Court. Should the court accept the case, all 14 -- including Mr Natthaphong and Sirikanya Tansakun, both prime ministerial candidates -- would be required to suspend their parliamentary functions if elected.

Although their candidacies would technically remain intact, their chances of becoming prime minister would be uncertain, as a further challenge to their qualifications could be brought before the Constitutional Court. This scenario would leave the party's third candidate, Veerayuth Kanchoochat, as its remaining option.

Pheu Thai, meanwhile, has effectively been ruled out as a key player or game changer in the upcoming election. Its bold claim of winning 200 House seats borders on fantasy, given its rock-bottom popularity following poor performances under the Srettha Thavisin and Paetongtarn Shinawatra administrations, compounded by the incarceration of Thaksin Shinawatra, who might otherwise have helped sway undecided voters.

With the war with Cambodia still fresh in public memory, and with countless people having suffered from the conflict, a large and troubling question continues to hang in the air: what actually provoked Cambodian strongman Hun Sen to initiate the war with Thailand, and was there any secret deal with Thaksin Shinawatra that later collapsed?

This leaves two frontrunners -- Bhumjaithai and the People's Party -- in the electoral race. The more intriguing question now is which parties will align themselves with either camp to form the next government.

The possibility of these two rivals eventually joining forces cannot be entirely ruled out, should the People's Party genuinely abandon its ambition to amend the lese-majeste law -- though the likelihood remains slim.

Veera Prateepchaikul is former editor, Bangkok Post.
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																The State Audit Office (SAO)'s latest statement on the collapse of its 30-storey headquarters is deeply disappointing. It dwells on technical detail while sidestepping the most fundamental question of all: who must be held responsible?
The SAO says the collapse of the 2-billion-baht building resulted from flaws in both design and construction that failed to meet legal safety standards. That explanation, however, avoids a far more important issue -- the SAO's own responsibility.

As the project owner, the SAO was responsible for overseeing the bidding process, appointing contractors and approving designs, permits and construction. This was not a private development. It was a state asset, built with taxpayers' money. Its collapse claimed at least 95 lives. In such circumstances, identifying responsibility is not optional; it is a duty of the state.

Thai bureaucratic culture has long adhered to a simple principle that every civil servant understands: public assets do not simply disappear -- whether into fire or water -- without someone being held accountable. That principle is conspicuously absent from the SAO's statement.

To be sure, the SAO has sought to shield itself by pledging compliance with the law and acceptance of penalties should any officials be found at fault. But it offers no indication of internal disciplinary investigations, no explanation of who approved the designs, who certified the construction or who signed off on the building before it was formally accepted. In any public construction project, acceptance requires signatures -- and signatures carry responsibility.

While the statement notes that legal action has been initiated against 23 individuals and entities over professional negligence, design failures and substandard construction, it makes no reference to any SAO executives connected to the project who might bear responsibility.

Instead, accountability appears to have been deferred to external bodies such as the National Anti-Corruption Commission. External scrutiny is, of course, essential. But it cannot replace internal accountability -- especially for the SAO, an institution whose very mandate is to scrutinise others.

This is what makes the case so troubling. The SAO is entrusted with safeguarding public finances across the government. It has long been perceived, fairly or not, as uncompromising in auditing other agencies. The public therefore expects the SAO to hold the same standards.

Failure to do so will inevitably lead to a crisis of trust. How can a public audit institution credibly defend taxpayers' money while appearing reluctant to confront failures within its own house? Accountability delayed too often becomes accountability denied.

This is not about scapegoating. It is a call for the SAO to demonstrate transparency, responsibility and institutional integrity. Yet the office remains largely silent. That silence does neither the SAO nor the public any favours. Silence, in this context, risks being interpreted as an attempt to deflect responsibility.

Trust, after all, is built on visible integrity. When a watchdog appears unwilling to scrutinise itself, confidence in the entire system of public oversight becomes collateral damage.

The victims of this disaster, and the taxpayers who funded the building, deserve more than assurances of future legal compliance or technical explanations. They deserve clarity, accountability and proof that no institution stands above the standards it imposes on others.
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									10 pieces of tech jargon that confused us in 2025

									
								

									NEW YORK -- As a tech journalist for the past 20 years, I have had a front-row seat to the slow death of the English language, driven by the engineers and marketers of Silicon Valley who use clunky abbreviations, awkward jargon and meaningless superlatives to describe the latest innovations.
									Let's chat about UGC! Did you know Google's assistant can now have a two-way conversation? This new smartphone is shockingly, if not stunningly, faster than the last one.

Lately, the relentless verbiage seems to have gotten worse, with more superfluous adjectives, buzzwords, acronyms and abbreviations -- like superintelligence, RAG and TPU -- added to the list at an alarming pace.

The obvious culprit is the artificial intelligence (AI) boom that has upended the tech industry, birthing a fresh glossary of lingo. Tellingly, the dictionary publisher Merriam-Webster chose "slop" as its word of the year, referring to the AI-generated junk that polluted our social media feeds.

For consumers, the buzzwords make what is happening with our personal technology extra confusing. Here is a cheat sheet for decoding some of the most parroted tech jargon of 2025, along with terms that have endured over the years.

AI factory

Tech companies like Nvidia and Dell have named their newest data centres "AI factories." Companies say they are special data centres that need vast amounts of storage and power to make AI technology work. But historically, tech giants have always made improvements to giant computing facilities to support new technologies, so AI factories are, simply put, data centres.

UGC

No, it is not a shoe brand. It stands for user-generated content, and the abbreviation has been popular lately among Google employees working on AI search technology. In plain speak, they are referring to social media posts, such as a TikToker talking about his favourite burger restaurant.

AGI

For years, companies such as OpenAI, Google and Amazon have said their goal is to achieve AGI, meaning artificial general intelligence, a technology with humanlike cognition. But for decades, plain old "artificial intelligence" has referred to technology mimicking the human brain. The elusive nature of AGI raises confusion about whether other tech products labelled "AI" are artificially intelligent at all.

Superintelligence

Even though it is unclear when, if ever, the tech industry will achieve AGI, Mark Zuckerberg of Meta is already talking about the next phase. When AI technology gets so powerful that it can give us data about everything we see and hear in real time, humanity will achieve superintelligence, he predicts. (In September, when Zuckerberg publicly demonstrated a pair of computerised glasses that could one day deliver superintelligence, Meta's AI got stumped when asked how to make a steak sauce.)

RAG 

This acronym stands for retrieval-augmented generation, a technique to improve the accuracy of chatbots. It involves connecting a chatbot with external sources of information, such as an encyclopaedia, a history book or a news article. It's an off-putting acronym but think of it as a rag that can clean up the occasionally messy answers spewed by chatbots.

Multimodal

This tongue twister of a word describes technology that can answer your questions about images, text and audio files that you share with a chatbot like ChatGPT or Gemini. You will hear this word more often in the coming years when companies release smart glasses that include cameras and microphones, enabling an AI assistant to give you information about what you see and hear.

NPU

Most consumers probably would not care whether or not a computer shipped with a neural processing unit, a chip that speeds up AI apps that generate text and images. Nonetheless, Microsoft, Dell and Lenovo are highlighting NPU chips to market their newest laptops. The chips are simply faster and more energy-efficient, as new computer chips tend to be.

Related: TPU, or tensor processing unit, a term that Google uses to describe the neural processors it relies on in data centres to make AI software work.

Vibecoding

Chatbots like Claude and Gemini can automatically generate lines of code, making it possible for inexperienced programmers to write simple programmes by typing a prompt like, "I want to create an app to choose an outfit from my closet." Enthusiasts have called the ritual "vibecoding," and the results have been hit or miss.

Agentic

When a chatbot does something for you, like book a flight, techies call this "agentic," referring to the way chatbots can act as agents, similar to the people who book your travel. The clunky word has gained traction in the last few years, but "virtual assistant," the term used to describe older tools that tried to help you (such as Siri and Alexa), was less cringe.

Magic

When Steve Jobs introduced the first iPhone in 2007, he said the touch screen "works like magic," referring to how it worked very well. This year, Google awkwardly used the word for a new AI tool it released for smartphones, Magic Cue. That piece of software does things for you automatically -- such as look up your flight itinerary when a friend asks you what time you are landing.

But Magic Cue and similar AI technologies that do things for you automatically work when you share large amounts of personal data, like your contact list, location, messages and email. There is nothing magical about that at all.

This article originally appeared in The New York Times.
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									Trump-hosted Kennedy Centre awards gala ratings plummet

									
								

									WASHINGTON -- Donald Trump joked about quitting as United States president if his hosting of the annual Kennedy Centre awards went well.
									But viewership ratings for this year's annual ceremony plummeted to a record low amid controversy over his takeover of the premier Washington arts complex, to which Trump's name was added this month.

The 2025 awards broadcast on Columbia Broadcasting System (CBS) averaged 3.01 million viewers, according to a report from Nielsen Live + Same Day Panel + Big Data, cited by industry journals Variety and The Hollywood Reporter.

The figure was down 25% from 2024's figure of 4.1 million viewers, which was itself a record low and down from 2023's 4.5 million.

Former reality TV star Trump was the first US president to host the awards gala, which this year honoured "Rocky" actor Sylvester Stallone, "Phantom of the Opera" star Michael Crawford, disco legend Gloria Gaynor, rock band KISS and country legend George Strait.

Since returning to office in January, the 79-year-old Republican has launched a forceful takeover of the centre, branding it too "woke" and installing himself as chairman of a hand-picked board.

Shortly before the Dec 23 broadcast of the awards ceremony, which was taped on Dec 7, Trump took to his Truth Social network to say he was hosting it at the request of "just about everybody."

"Tell me what you think of my 'Master of Ceremony' (MC) abilities. If really good, would you like me to leave the Presidency in order to make 'hosting' a full time job?" he posted.

The centre was renamed the Trump-Kennedy Centre earlier this month in a vote by the board that sparked outrage from family members of the late John F Kennedy.

A number of artists including a prominent jazz group and a dance company have since canceled shows at the centre to protest the new name.

Richard Grenell, the Trump-appointed president of the arts centre, denounced the performers canceling shows and said they "were booked by the previous far left leadership."

"Boycotting the Arts to show you support the Arts is a form of derangement syndrome," he wrote on X, formerly Twitter, late Monday.

According to US media reports, ticket sales have declined since the new board of directors took over.
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									Donald Trump bashes George Clooney after actor becomes French

									
								

									WASHINGTON -- United States President Donald Trump said Wednesday that Paris was welcome to Hollywood star George Clooney after the actor got French citizenship -- and took the opportunity to bash France, too.
									Trump, whose administration has backed anti-immigration parties in Europe, said key ally France had a "horrendous" problem with crime and immigration.

An official decree seen by Agence France-Presse (AFP) on Monday showed that 64-year-old Oscar winner Clooney, his wife Amal Alamuddin Clooney and their two children had become French citizens.

"Good News! George and Amal Clooney, two of the worst political prognosticators of all time, have officially become citizens of France which is, sadly, in the midst of a major crime problem because of their absolutely horrendous handling of immigration," Trump said on his Truth Social network.

In one of a string of posts on New Year's Eve, Trump added that France's alleged problems were "much like we had under Sleepy Joe Biden," his Democratic predecessor.

"Oceans Eleven" star Clooney is a long-term Democratic supporter and fundraiser, and a vocal critic of Trump.

In his social media post, Trump recalled the fact that the actor backed Biden during the 2024 US presidential election but then "dumped" him becoming concerned about the Democrat's age during a fundraising event he hosted.

"Clooney got more publicity for politics than he did for his very few, and totally mediocre, movies. He wasn't a movie star at all, he was just an average guy who complained, constantly, about common sense in politics," Trump said.

Clooney's newly acquired citizenship has also raised hackles in France.

A junior member of President Emmanuel Macron's government Wednesday criticised Clooney getting his passport despite speaking poor French, saying the move suggested a "double standard."

The news comes ahead of language requirements for citizenship being toughened for everyone else under new immigration rules from Jan 1, 2026.
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									Dib Bangkok debuts with '(In)visible Presence'

									
								

									Here's a new art venue where people can engage with creativity, learning and exchange. Opening its doors barely two weeks ago, Dib Bangkok is hailed as the first international contemporary art museum in the capital.
									Located on Sukhumvit 40, Dib Bangkok features 11 gallery spaces totaling 7,000m2, a 1,400m2 central courtyard, an outdoor sculpture garden and a penthouse space for special events. The three floors of exhibition space follow a minimal yet nuanced design inspired by the Buddhist concept of enlightenment as visitors journey upwards.

Its inaugural exhibition is titled "(In)visible Presence". It brings together 81 significant artworks by 40 Thai and international contemporary artists for a multisensory exploration of memory and the unseen.

Designed in dialogue with the building's architecture, the exhibition forms a three-level narrative journey that reflects the idea of the past guiding us into the future, posing a vital question -- how do we remember what is dear to us, yet invisible?

Inside the galleries, visitors encounter major installations by Montien Boonma and Somboon Hormtientong, large-scale sculptures by Lee Bul and Anselm Kiefer and paintings by a diverse range of artists such as Alex Katz, Yuree Kensaku and Jessie Homer French. These are shown alongside mixed media and new media works by critically acclaimed artists from Thailand and beyond.

Extending beyond the museum walls, outdoor installations transform the landscape into an integral part of the experience. Alicja Kwade's Pars Pro Toto (2020), an installation of 11 monumental stone globes ranging from 70-250cm in diameter, anchors the courtyard with a poetic meditation on planetary systems and materiality.

On the upper terrace overlooking the courtyard, Pinaree Sanpitak's Breast Stupa Topiary (2013), a series of stainless-steel forms shaped as breast-like stupas, invites reflection on femininity, spirituality and the body, softening the hard lines of the city with a presence both tender and profound.

The exhibition is running until Aug 3. The museum opens Thursday to Monday from 9am to midnight. The fee is 550 baht (700 baht for foreign visitors).

Visit dibbangkok.org.
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									Pick your study destination at IDP Study World

									
								

									Choosing a destination for overseas study is one of the most consequential decisions a student can make, as it shapes not only academic experience but also long-term career prospects and lifestyle. For those currently weighing the choice between Australia and the United Kingdom, "IDP Study World - Australia & United Kingdom University Fair 2026", taking place on January 10, 2026 at Samyan Mitrtown, offers a comprehensive platform to support informed and confident decision-making.
									Held under the theme "Pick Your Side, Fight For Your Future," this education fair is designed to help prospective students clearly compare two of the world's most popular study destinations. Organised by IDP, a global leader in international education services with over 50 years of experience and the trust of more than 750,000 students worldwide, the event presents reliable, transparent insights into academic systems, programme structures, costs of study, post-graduation work opportunities and long-term career outcomes in both countries. Attendance is free throughout the event.

A key feature of the fair is its debate-style seminar session, which presents a direct comparison between Australia and the United Kingdom. Education specialists from IDP lead an in-depth discussion that addresses real-world considerations rather than idealised promises. By openly examining the strengths, limitations, and suitability of each destination for different student profiles, the session aims to help participants identify which country aligns best with their academic goals, financial planning, and future ambitions.

Another major highlight is the opportunity to speak directly with representatives from leading universities in Australia and the United Kingdom. Attendees can compare programmes, entry requirements, and institutional strengths firsthand, while also accessing exclusive on-site benefits. These include free application submission, which can result in significant cost savings, as well as the chance to win an iPhone 17 when submitting an application during the event, subject to institutional terms and conditions.

IDP Study World - Australia & United Kingdom University Fair 2026 is ideal for students who have yet to decide on a study destination, those torn between Australia and the UK, applicants seeking guidance through the admissions process, and individuals focused on long-term career planning and return on educational investment. It is equally valuable for students who are nearly ready to depart but require final support with visas, accommodation, or logistical preparation.

"IDP Study World - Australia & United Kingdom University Fair 2026" will be held on Jan 10, from 1-5pm at Samyan Mitrtown, 5th Floor. Admission available to register now at qrco.de/bgVfX9.
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									Stars in your eyes

									
								

									Bangkok Post Life section brings you an extended Thai horoscope for 2026.
									 Aries

April 14 to May 14

([?]) Work: In 2026, Aries natives may feel that their career efforts do not immediately deliver rewards equal to the energy invested. Even though you work hard, business or professional outcomes may fall short of expectations especially in the early part of the year, when responsibilities increase but support from colleagues, systems or external factors remains limited.

From Jan 20 to May 17, you will need to work especially hard. This is not an ideal time for risky decisions, major investments,or large-scale business expansion, as the results may not justify the effort or cost.

Between May 17 and Oct 9, things begin to improve. Progress becomes more visible, momentum slowly builds, and obstacles feel more manageable. However, after this period, new challenges may resurface and require renewed patience.

Overall, 2026 is a year that tests your endurance. Early results may feel unclear or delayed. That said, from November onwards, effort and reward begin to balance out. Work that demanded time and persistence earlier in the year will finally start paying off, making this the most stable and satisfying career phase of the year.

([?]) Finances: Aries continues to earn mainly through diligence and consistent effort. This is not a year of easy money, but it is also not a year of scarcity.

From January to May, income is relatively strong, especially from ongoing projects or steady work.

From June to October, expenses rise noticeably, making saving more difficult even though income continues to flow.

During November and December, financial conditions improve again. Income stabilises and becomes easier to manage, allowing better control over cash flow.

2026 is a year where money comes in steadily, but saving requires discipline. Careful budgeting is essential. Overall, financial results are above average, provided spending is managed wisely.

() Love and Relationships: Love life for Aries in 2026 is better than average, but misunderstandings are possible, especially if communication is vague or expectations are unclear.

The most important factors this year are honesty and consistency. Clear intentions prevent small issues from turning into larger conflicts. Although minor disagreements may occur, your partner is generally supportive and willing to stand by you.

Between June and October, relationships may require extra care and emotional maintenance. Addressing small issues early will help keep things smooth. 2026 is a positive year for love and long-term relationships. Paying attention to small emotional details will help build stability and confidence in your partnership.

 Taurus

May 15 to June 14

([?]) Work: In 2026, Taurus experiences a mix of smooth progress and moments requiring caution. If you work methodically and avoid impulsive decisions, overall results will be satisfying.

Effort and reward are closely aligned this year, especially when it comes to profits from work or business ventures. From the beginning of the year until late October, this is a strong growth period. It is suitable for expanding responsibilities, developing existing projects or scaling up a business.

However, until early December, caution is advised regarding new investments or partnerships, even with people you know well. Always double-check details, contracts and financial terms before committing. By relying on logic rather than emotion and maintaining structured planning, Taurus can turn an average year into a genuinely successful one.

([?]) Finances: 2026 is a strong financial year for Taurus. From early January to June 2, income stands out and there are real opportunities to save money consistently.

From June 2 to Oct 31, income remains solid, but expenses may rise due to lifestyle upgrades or new responsibilities. Careful money management becomes essential.

After late October, income may not grow as aggressively as before, but financial support remains steady, keeping your overall situation secure. The first half of the year is the best time to build savings and strengthen financial foundations.

This is a year where money comes more easily and saving is realistically achievable with discipline. Financially, 2026 is stronger than many previous years for Taurus.

() Love and Relationships: Love for Taurus in 2026 is fairly stable and uneventful -- not overly exciting, but free from major crises.

One caution, treating relationships too casually or failing to respect a partner's feelings can lead to misunderstandings or even reputational issues. Relationships built on sincerity and mutual respect will progress smoothly. However, unclear or non-committal connections may face tension.

This year favours people who are serious about commitment, rather than casual or playful relationships.

Regarding marriage, 2026 is an excellent year, especially from the start of the year until Oct 31. There are strong chances for marriage, starting a family or welcoming new members into your life. After that period, momentum may slow slightly -- but overall, the year remains very positive for long-term partnerships.

 Gemini

June 15 to July 16

([?]) Work: The career outlook for Gemini in 2026 will be moderate. It could mean increased workload which could result in delays that directly impact your business. Situation will however improve from June 2 to Oct 31, potentially bringing success. The remaining part of the year may involve a heavy workload. Overall, business results are expected to be average or better.

([?]) Finances: 2026 is expected to be financially better for Gemini than previous years. Unnecessary expenses will be reduced especially from the beginning of the year until June 2.

From June 2 until Oct 31, you can expect increased wealth which comes from more incomes and savings. After Oct 31, results may be moderate.

Overall, 2026 should be a good year for Gemini's finances. With effort, better results are possible. Reduced unnecessary expenses may bring relief early in the year. The middle of the year should be especially favourable, allowing for good income, savings, and a stronger financial position.

() Love and Relationships: The love life of those born under the sign of Gemini in 2026 is expected to be smooth. There should be no major relationship problems during this year.

From the beginning of the year until June 2, a pleasant love life can be expected. From June 2 until Oct 31, the love lives of those planning a marriage based on love should be sweet. After that, it will be a good time for those who wish to marry for love.

For Gemini individuals of marriageable age, 2026 will be a favourable year. The period from the start of the year until Oct 2 will be an excellent time for love-based and traditional marriages.

Between June 2 and Oct 31, arranged marriages can expect excellent results. You may encounter an ideal life partner or soulmate.

 Cancer

July 17 to Aug 17

([?]) Work: This year is expected to be better than the last for business, though the situation may not be entirely favourable. Overall, 2026 will bring moderate results for Cancer people. Despite obstacles, success can be achieved through consistent hard work.

From the start of the year until Jan 20, you may need to exert more effort and stay busy, but it will lead to positive outcomes.

From Jan 20 to May 17, you might find yourself working even harder, yet the results may not fully match your efforts. Additionally, there may be a lack of support from elders or experts, or you might overlook their advice, making this period somewhat fragile.

From April 11 to April 30 both small and large investments should be avoided during this time. However, the period from May 17 to Oct 9 is considered a good time for business, and important decisions can be made.

After Oct 9, you will be required to work hard once again. Until Dec 5, it is not recommended to start new or large-scale investments; instead, focus on maintaining and managing what you already have.

In conclusion, from a business perspective, 2026 will be a moderate year for Cancerians. Caution and careful planning will be essential to achieving success.

([?]) Finances: The financial life of Cancer people may experience mixed but relatively good results throughout the year. After June 2, there might be the possibility of unexpected income.

If your money was previously stuck or delayed, you may receive it back during this time. Past hard efforts that didn't yield results may finally begin to show success during this period.

After Oct 31 until the end of the year, your financial situation will be stabilised.

() Love and Relationships: The love life of Cancer individuals will be smooth throughout the year. Love will blossom; young people may fall in love during this time. For those already in a relationship, the bond will become stronger, and any existing issues in love are likely to be resolved.

The period from June 2 to Oct 31 will be a favourable time for marriage for Cancer people. Expect love, engagement and developing meaningful relationships. Marriage discussions may progress, and engagements are likely to occur during this period.

Therefore, the period starting from June 2 will be an excellent time for both engagement and marriage.

 Leo

Aug 18 to Sept 16

([?]) Work: This period may be a weak time for your business. Therefore, if you plan to undertake important business projects or start a new venture, it is advisable to do so before June 2. However, the period after June is not considered auspicious.

In summary, the first half of 2026 may bring mixed results, while the second half tends to be weaker. During this time, there is a possibility that your efforts may not yield the expected success, which could lead to some disappointment.

However, you may still achieve satisfactory results through continuous hard work and effort. From the beginning of the year until Jan 20 if you work harder, you will still be able to succeed and achieve your goals. You may also receive recognition from colleagues during this period.

Nevertheless, the period between Jan 20 and May 17 may require extra effort as it will be a challenging time. Maintaining good relationships with colleagues is crucial; you should avoid gossip or criticising others. Doing so will help you avoid unnecessary conflicts and problems.

([?]) Finances: The financial life of those with a Leo ascendant is expected to be moderate. This year, your efforts may not be as strong or consistent as they should be, leading to uncertain financial outcomes.

From the start of the year until June 2, you are likely to get good results from your efforts. However, from June 2 to Oct 31, you may expect increased expenses and a busier schedule, but actual profits might be limited.

Nevertheless, those living far from their birthplace or working abroad may be able to generate good income during this time. Therefore, for your financial life, the period from the beginning of the year until June 2 will be particularly beneficial.

The period from June 2 to Oct 31 is expected to be moderate or slightly weak, while the period after October will bring gradual improvement.

() Love and Relationships: The love life of Leo is expected to be smooth throughout the year. Those who are truly in love and desire a long-term future together need not worry. For others, occasional ego clashes or stubbornness may cause issues in the relationship.

The period from the start of the year until June 2 is an excellent time for romantic relationships and will support those wishing to have a love marriage.

However, between June 2 and Oct 31, Leos may find fewer opportunities to meet or contact their partners, and certain situations might create physical distance between them.

On the other hand, for long-distance couples, this could be a very positive period. The sweetness in your relationship is likely to remain despite the distance.

The period from June 2 to Oct 31 may bring emotional or logistical challenges. Meanwhile, those who had difficulty meeting their partner earlier may see better opportunities for connection during the latter half of the year.

While things may be good for love, this year is not suitable for Leo individuals to wed. The 2026 horoscope for Leo suggests a relatively weak year for married life. Those who are already married must handle their relationship with great care as even minor issues can escalate and weaken the bond.

You might expect mutual misunderstandings, meaning small disputes could quickly turn into major conflicts. Therefore, you must strive to resolve minor problems immediately before they spiral out of control and avoid unnecessary suspicion during this time.

 Virgo

Sept 17 to Oct 17

([?]) Work: This year, those born under the sign of Virgo will see average results in business, and at times, performance may appear slightly weakened. From the beginning of the year until June 2, if you work with patience, you will be able to achieve good results. Some Virgo individuals may also make important business decisions during this time.

After this, from June 2 to Oct 31, you are likely to succeed in your ventures and may be able to secure profitable deals. However, Virgo individuals should still be cautious all year.

After Oct 31, you might find yourself busy with unnecessary tasks. It is best to avoid making new deals, especially if you lack the correct information. Caution should also be exercised when forming new partnerships.

This period may be good for international business matters; those with work related to foreign countries might be able to close several deals. However, high-risk investments should be avoided.

Business-wise, 2026 should be dealt with with extra care. If you work diligently during the aforementioned favourable times, you might be able to turn this average year into a more successful one.

([?]) Finances: The financial life of Virgo individuals is expected to improve significantly this year. As mentioned earlier, your career results will range from average to above average, and your financial situation is likely to reflect the same pattern.

From the beginning of the year until June 2, you might expect to increase your prosperity and savings. Even if you spend money during this time, it is likely to be for constructive or meaningful purposes.

The period between June 2 and Oct 31 is likely to bring substantial financial benefits, and you may be able to save a significant amount of money.

However, after Oct 31, you may face unnecessary expenses and might need to exert more effort to maintain financial balance. Therefore, the period after Oct 31 may bring some financial challenges, despite the promising start to the year.

() Love and Relationships: The love life of Virgo people this year will be at a moderate level. However, if you maintain appropriate boundaries in your relationship and avoid unnecessary stubbornness, this period can improve significantly.

Those who desire a love marriage may succeed through persistent effort.

Between June 2 and Oct 31, your relationship is likely to be stable and progressive. After that, you may feel a lack of clarity or support in your relationship. However, love life can still remain positive.

This year will be relatively good for Virgo individuals who are ready for marriage. However, only certain months will bring true success.

From June 2 to Oct 31, there might be a good opportunity for engagements. In contrast, the period from the beginning of the year until June 2, and the time after Oct 31 will not be auspicious for marriage or engagements.

If you plan to hold such auspicious events, you should choose the window between June 2 and Oct 31.

In summary, while the entire year may not be fully conducive to marriage, the five months from June to October are considered an excellent time for engagements and weddings. You may use the early part of the year for planning, discussions, and initial negotiations, but final decisions and ceremonies should take place within the auspicious period.

 Libra

Oct 18 to Nov 16

([?]) Work: For Libra people, 2026 might not be the best year for Libra businesses. However, Libras are likely to receive many opportunities to turn poor situations into positive ones. Through careful work, you can improve your work outcomes.

Despite incorrect decision-making which is likely to take place anytime until Dec 5, hard work might turn things around and bring about success. If you work with caution, you will achieve good results.

Those born under Libra should avoid rushing and should work with reliable individuals. Avoid new experiments and try to work independently rather than relying on friends or well-wishers.

In summary, you will be able to maintain positive results during this time by following certain special precautions. Until May 2, make business decisions very carefully.

The period from April 2 to May 11 will be an excellent time for you, provided you work with intelligence especially after Nov 12.

Throughout 2026, if you move forward with caution in your business and receive assistance from specific individuals, you will be able to improve your results. Furthermore, you will also be able to achieve profits.

([?]) Finances: This will be a very good year for the financial life of Libra individuals. The period from the beginning of the year until June 2 will be a good time for financial matters.

Though you might not see good results in other aspects of life, you can expect yourself to do good financially. You might have the ability to save a substantial amount of money.

() Love and Relationships: Your love life will be quite mixed. There might be misunderstandings in romantic matters. In this situation, problems may arise within your relationship.

However, after Oct 31, an opportunity for individuals to wisely improve their relationships is foreseen.

For Libra people, 2026 might not be a very favourable year for love. You may experience ups and downs as well as misunderstandings. If you are unable to resolve these issues, your relationship could deteriorate. Therefore, try to avoid misunderstandings as much as possible.

2026 will be an especially good time for Libras who are ready for marriage. From the beginning of the year until June 2, there is a chance you may get engaged. However, you should strive to marry immediately. Or it might be better to postpone the wedding until after Dec 5.

However, misunderstandings could lead to a breakup if the wedding is delayed for too long. In this scenario, getting married as soon as possible after the engagement would be most appropriate for you.

Please note that the period from June 2 to Oct 31 will not be very favourable for marriage, as progress on wedding matters may stall. Opportunities for marriage will return after Oct 31. After Dec 5, 2026, the period will become truly favourable.

There are specific windows throughout this year that offer strong chances for engagement or marriage.

 Scorpio

Nov 17 to Dec 16

([?]) Work: 2026 will be a good year for businesses. However, results could be even better if you maintain strong decision-making skills, as there is a high possibility that your ability to decide effectively may weaken this year.

In this situation, you might struggle to make the right choices, which could sometimes lead to missing opportunities at the right moment. Additionally, you may encounter individuals new to the consulting field who provide information you might find useful, but in reality, it may not yield the expected results.

While this year might not be inherently the best for business, you will be able to handle various situations effectively. In 2026, those who work under the guidance of experienced, senior, and knowledgeable individuals will be able to control negative energies. Furthermore, you will receive results commensurate with your efforts.

If you move forward with these cautions in business, you will achieve satisfying results. However, you must avoid taking any risks in business as of June 27.

([?]) Finances: It might be an average or above-average year for the financial life of Scorpio people. As we know that work and economics are closely related and your financial status depends on your employment or career, this year will be volatile for both aspects, and in this situation, your income may be moderate.

From June 2 to Oct 31, however, your financial status will be strengthened. After that, your financial life may remain at an average level. Overall, this year will bring you above-average financial results. Therefore, if you work hard at work and succeed, you will be able to manage your financial situation very well.

() Love and Relationships: The love life of Scorpios will improve. In certain situations, it may be particularly auspicious; however, even slight negligence regarding your relationship could weaken these positive results.

Those seriously in relationship have nothing to worry about. However, for those who are not serious, obstacles may lead the relationship towards a breakup.

Nevertheless, for the period of 5 to 6 months in 2026 or between June 2 and Oct 31, it will be a time that helps eliminate existing problems in your love life. Please remember that your love must be sincere; otherwise, it could cause a permanent split.

Furthermore, you must exercise caution in love matters until June 2. Therefore, throughout this year, you must manage your romantic relationship with genuine affection. Ultimately, the results in love will depend on your effort, actions, honesty, devotion, and the purity of your intentions.

2026 will however be a good year for Scorpios who are ready for marriage. You may receive marriage proposals this year, though things might not be entirely smooth.

Specifically, from the beginning of the year until June 2, you might not find the kind of relationship you desire. However, from June 2 to Oct 31, you are likely to receive good marriage proposals that could lead to an engagement or wedding.

From Oct 31 until the end of the year, results may be at a moderate level. In summary, the period from January to June 2 will be relatively weak for progressing marriage-related matters.

Meanwhile, the period from June 2 to Oct 31 could be very favourable, and the time after that may see a decline in strength. During the latter period, you will need to put in more effort to achieve a better relationship.

 Sagittarius

Dec 17 to Jan 14

([?]) Work: 2026 is a middle-ground year for Sagittarius. Major obstacles are unlikely, but neither is it a year for bold risks. Progress may feel slower, and overconfidence or carelessness could lead to losses.

From early year to early June, management remains steady. Between June and October, avoid new investments or ventures; sticking to existing plans is safer. Clarity returns towards the end of the year, making it a better time for important decisions.

([?]) Finances: Financially, the year is stable and generally positive. Income continues steadily, though some periods may feel slightly tight -- but only temporarily.

Savings are possible throughout the year if spending stays under control. Mid-year income may require extra effort, but results are satisfying. As long as work remains stable, finances will gradually improve.

() Love and Relationships: Love life ranges from moderate to fairly good. Emotional sensitivity peaks during early April-mid May and early August-mid November, when words and reactions need extra care.

Conflicts should be handled calmly, without emotional decisions. With understanding and communication, relationships can continue smoothly.

Marriage prospects improve after late October, with strong family support, especially for marriages based on genuine love.

 Capricorn

Jan 15 to Feb 13

([?]) Work: Career matters in 2026 are somewhat fluctuating but not damaging. Results reflect effort, and overall the year is better than average -- especially mid-year, which is ideal for new plans or partnerships.

After late October, caution is advised. Avoid unnecessary financial risks and proceed conservatively.

([?]) Finances: Income is good, but saving may be difficult due to unplanned or excessive expenses. Without firm control, savings could decline. Avoid unfamiliar investments and plan spending carefully to maintain financial stability. This year favours earning over accumulating large savings.

() Love and Relationships: Love life is better than average. Relationships built on sincerity feel warm and secure, while lack of commitment could lead to distance.

Mid-year is especially harmonious. For marriage, early June to late October is the most favourable period, and long delays between engagement and marriage are discouraged. Married life improves overall, with old issues finding resolution and stability returning.

 Aquarius

Feb 14 to March 13

([?]) Work: 2026 is a moderate year for career matters. It's not suitable for risky moves or new business ventures. Following existing plans and avoiding impulsiveness will keep things running smoothly.

Experimentation may cause complications; consistency and stability are the keys this year.

([?]) Finances: Finances are variable but manageable. Income continues as long as work progresses, though saving may be difficult due to ongoing expenses.

Towards the end of the year, profit opportunities improve. While it's not ideal for building large savings, careful management prevents shortages.

() Love and Relationships: Love life is generally smooth, but doubt or indecision should be avoided. Honesty and clear communication are essential. Early in the year favours engagement or marriage discussions. Momentum slows mid-year, but after late October, marriage prospects become strong again.

 Pisces

March 14 to April 13

([?]) Work: 2026 is a mixed year for Pisces. Progress may be slower, requiring patience. Risk-taking -- especially involving overseas work or long-distance travel -- is not recommended.

The best period is early June to late October, ideal for negotiations and closing important deals, provided you stick to familiar strategies. Towards the end of the year, heavier workloads may be needed to maintain profits.

([?]) Finances: Financial status fluctuates, with moderate income overall. Early in the year may feel tight, but income improves noticeably from mid-year onwards. After late October, hard work brings additional income. With careful planning and caution, financial stability can be maintained throughout the year.

() Love and Relationships: Love life in 2026 is emotionally sensitive for Pisces, requiring patience and clarity. You may feel more vulnerable than usual, which can deepen intimacy -- but only if communication is honest and grounded in reality.

Avoid assumptions or silent expectations, as these can easily lead to misunderstandings.

From the beginning of the year through late May, relationships may feel uncertain or emotionally uneven. It's important to address issues directly rather than retreating or hoping they resolve on their own.

From early June to late October, emotional balance improves, making this the best period for strengthening bonds, rebuilding trust, or starting a more serious relationship.

For marriage, the most favourable period falls between mid-year and late October. Early-year plans may feel unclear, while late-year commitments require careful discussion to avoid misunderstandings.
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									EDC returns to Phuket with a three-day spectacle

									
								

									After an unforgettable debut early last year, the world-renowned Electric Daisy Carnival (EDC) is set to return to Thailand with even greater energy for three days.
									The "EDC Thailand 2026" will take over a brand-new location, Rhythm Park, in Phuket, transforming the island into a dazzling universe of lights, music and creativity from Jan 16-18.

Hailed as the largest electronic dance music festival in the Kingdom, the event will bring together an unmatched line-up of world-class DJs from across the globe to render nonstop beats and immersive musical experiences.

One of the most anticipated highlights is the comeback of the festival's legendary main stage, kineticFIELD, which will light up Phuket with its signature visuals, cutting-edge sound and all-out spectacle.

Surrounding it will be multiple uniquely themed stages and headline performances from top international artists, promising an explosive atmosphere like never before.

Beyond the beats, the festival will feature massive art installations and interactive experiences spread throughout the festival grounds. It's a space for pure self-expression -- where music, art and individuality come together to create unforgettable memories and meaningful connections.

For the first time, Hotel EDC expands beyond Las Vegas to Thailand at Angsana Laguna Phuket. As a vibrant hub for festivalgoers, the resort offers exclusive packages that include tickets, a private poolside party, wellness programmes and limited-edition merchandise.

Also, special accommodation and ticket bundles are available for those looking to enjoy the full EDC journey, from eventpop.me.

Visit thailand.electricdaisycarnival.com.
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: Dec 31-Jan 6

									18 new titles from Netflix, Prime Video and more
								

									Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
									DISCOVERY

[image: ]

Expedition X: Season 10

Premieres on Dec 31 

Jessica Chobot and Phil Torres investigate supernatural phenomenons and explore unknown locations to demystify unexplained events and reports.



HBO / HBO MAX

[image: ]

The Prince

Premieres on Jan 1

An animated comedy that satirically imagines the inner workings of the royal family through the eyes of a fictionalised Prince George, the youngest heir to the throne. From spilling royal "tea" to skewering palace protocol, George offers a mischievous and unfiltered look at his family, their followers and the monarchy at large.



TLC

[image: ]

The Cult Of The Real Housewife

Premieres on Jan 2

The special looks at allegations made about "The Real Housewives of Salt Lake City" star, Mary Cosby, and the claims that the church she heads is actually a cult.



PRIME VIDEO
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Spring Fever

Premieres on Jan 5

Based on a web novel, Spring Fever is a rom-com drama that follows Yoon Bom, who moves to the small town of Sinsu for a new beginning. Having closed off her heart, she works as a school teacher and tries to keep to herself. Sun Jae-gyu is an unpredictable native to the rural town. Upon seeing Bom, he is instantly smitten and pursues her unabashedly. Initially detached and cold, Bom gradually opens her heart after meeting Sun Jae-gyu. 

[image: ]

She Rides Shotgun

Premieres on Jan 2

After years in prison, Nate has made some dangerous enemies, including the powerful criminal gang he worked for on the inside. Desperate for a fresh start, Nate cuts ties with his old crew on his release from prison, but the gang retaliates by putting a hit on his family. Nate picks up Polly, the shy eleven-year-old daughter he hardly knows and goes on the run to keep her out of harm's way. As they attempt to stay off the radar, it becomes clear that their enemies are relentless and won't give up easily. Nate teaches Polly how to survive and watches her transform from a timid little girl into a force to be reckoned with. And Nate, in turn, learns what it is to love unconditionally as he bonds with his daughter and battles for their future.
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Sigue Mi Voz (Follow My Voice)

Premieres on Jan 2

After a health crisis that keeps her at home for 76 consecutive days, Klara does nothing but listen to her favorite radio programme, "Sigue Mi Voz" ("Follow My Voice"). But one day, she wonders: is it possible to fall in love with someone you've heard on the radio, but have never met? Can she truly feel something for Kang, the radio show host whose voice she's only heard once? Will she overcome her fears and venture out into the world again?
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Der Tiger

Premieres on Jan 2

The five-man crew of a German Tiger tank is sent on a secret mission far behind the fiercely contested front line. Fuelled by the Wehrmacht's methamphetamine, their mission increasingly becomes a journey into the heart of darkness.

[image: ]

The Darwin Incident

Premieres on Jan 6

The Animal Liberation Alliance, an eco-terrorist organisation, rescues a pregnant chimpanzee from an animal testing lab-only for it to give birth to a half-human, half-chimpanzee "humanzee" named Charlie! Fifteen years later, Charlie's human foster parents are finally ready to send him to a normal high school, where he makes his first friend: a human girl named Lucy. In the meantime, however, the ALA's stance has become ever more extreme, and now they're here to drag Charlie into their terrorist plot.



NETFLIX
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Soulmates

Premieres on Dec 31 

A test that can identify one's soul mate challenges couples to question their existing relationships and ideas of love in this sci-fi anthology series.
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Parish 

Premieres on Dec 31 

A grieving business owner, who left behind a life of crime, takes one last job to help pay his debts and gets trapped in the grip of a ruthless gang.
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The Walking Dead

Premieres on Dec 31 

In the wake of a zombie apocalypse, survivors hold on to the hope of humanity by banding together to wage a fight for their own survival.
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Stranger Things 5: Batch 3

Premieres on Jan 1 

With Hawkins under lockdown, El in hiding and danger lurking at every turn, the entire party unites with a single goal: to hunt and kill Vecna.
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My Korean Boyfriend

Premieres on Jan 1

Five Brazilian women, each at a different stage of life and love, travel to South Korea and meet their crushes in this K-drama-inspired reality show.
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Harlan Coben's Run Away

Premieres on Jan 1 

A desperate father searching for his runaway daughter gets caught up in a murder case -- and stumbles upon secrets which could destroy his family for good.

[image: ]

The Good Doctor

Premieres on Jan 1 

A talented surgeon with autism and savant syndrome joins a prestigious hospital, where he faces skepticism from both the patients and staff.

[image: ]

Land Of Sin

Premieres on Jan 2 

When a teenager goes missing, a detective with personal ties to the case joins a tense investigation that reveals fierce loyalties and old family feuds.

[image: ]

WWE SmackDown: Live

Premieres on Jan 3

WWE's top Superstars settle scores and spark rivalries in weekly in-ring competition featuring action-packed matches from the blue brand. 

[image: ]

Raw

Premieres on Jan 6

WWE's groundbreaking, Superstar-studded in-ring series delivers live action, drama and unmatched athleticism every week.
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									Beware the risks of free Wi-Fi during your New Year holiday 

									
								

									The New Year holiday is upon us and many places you visit will provide free Wi-Fi. If using it, here are a few tips to help keep you safe from the claws of cybercriminals. 
									Free Wi-Fi is everywhere -- in airports, coffee shops and hotels, and even on plane flights. It is convenient, and most of the time it is safe. But here's the truth: every time you connect, you take on a degree of risk. Understanding those risks is the first step to staying secure.

The reality is simple: there is no such thing as absolute security. We can never achieve 100 per cent protection online. What we can do is make informed choices that stack the odds in our favour. That means recognising the vulnerabilities of public networks and taking steps to reduce exposure. 

- Basics of staying safe -

Choose hotspots wisely. Stick to networks provided by trusted businesses and confirm their names before connecting. Ensure your firewall is enabled, most devices do this automatically. For extra protection, consider using a virtual private network (VPN). A VPN encrypts all your traffic, adding a strong layer of security even on unsecured Wi-Fi. Public Wi-Fi is convenient, but convenience should never come at the cost of security. By staying alert and taking simple precautions you can enjoy the benefits without falling victim to the risks. (continues)
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So, what are the main risks when you use a public Wi-Fi hotspot? Let's break them down.

- Who owns the hotspot? -

When you connect to a public hotspot, you are effectively trusting the provider as your temporary internet service. Whether it's an airport lounge or a local cafe, the owner has the technical ability to monitor your activity or even redirect you to malicious sites. In most cases, reputable businesses have no interest in snooping. But the risk, however small, is real.

- The fake hotspot trap - 

Cybercriminals often set up rogue free Wi-Fi hotspots with names that look legitimate. Imagine you are at an airport and see ".@Airport Free Wi-Fi by NT" -- a network you have  used before. But what if another option appears, called ".@Airport Free Wi-Fi by NT2"? Without official confirmation, you cannot be sure which is genuine. Connecting to a fake hotspot could expose you to data theft or malware. The best defence? Verify the official network name or avoid connecting if in doubt.

- Other users on the network - 

Public Wi-Fi is shared space. When you join, you are on the same network as strangers. Open hotspots -- those without passwords -- are particularly risky because traffic between your device and the router is not encrypted. While modern websites use HTTPS, which limits what snoopers can see, the risk is not zero. Password-protected networks offer better security, but they are not foolproof. Always assume others on the network could try to access your device.

- Network discovery and device exposure - 

Many networks allow connected devices to "see" each other. At home, this feature lets you share printers or files. On public Wi-Fi, it can expose your device to unwanted attention. While most operating systems now enable firewalls by default, and many routers block cross-device access, you should not rely on these safeguards alone. Disable file sharing and keep your firewall active whenever you are on a public network.
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									Microsoft plans to boost Windows 11 gaming to console-like speeds

									
								

									Microsoft has unveiled an ambitious two-year roadmap to transform Windows 11 into a high-performance gaming platform that rivals the seamless experience of dedicated consoles. 
									The tech giant aims to streamline system stability, resource management, and graphics efficiency to cater to both traditional PC users and the burgeoning market for handheld gaming devices.

Over the next year or two, Microsoft plans to re-engineer core components of the Windows 11 architecture. This includes optimising background processes, power consumption and driver allocation, to ensure that the operating system consumes minimal resources, allowing games to harness the full potential of the hardware.

The ultimate goal, according to Microsoft, is to bridge the gap between the Windows system and the Xbox console experience. 

A cornerstone of this update is the introduction of Advanced Shader Delivery (ASD) technology. Initially targeted at handheld devices like the ROG Ally, ASD functions by pre-compiling game shaders during the installation process. This eliminates the stuttering and long wait times often encountered when launching modern titles.

The performance gains reported by Microsoft are significant. Early data suggests that ASD can slash loading times for the upcoming title Avowed by over 80%. Even more striking is the impact on Call of Duty: Black Ops 7, where loading times were reportedly reduced by 95%. (continues below)
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Beyond backend optimisations, Microsoft is testing a new Xbox Full Screen Experience. Currently being trialled with Windows Insiders, this feature replaces the traditional desktop interface with a controller-friendly layout.

While originally designed for handhelds, this interface is being expanded to laptops and desktops. It simplifies navigation and automatically suppresses non-essential background tasks, ensuring the system's focus remains entirely on the active game.

The overhaul also extends to hardware versatility. Microsoft is refining its Prism Emulator to improve game performance on Arm-based devices, ensuring that the transition to new processor architectures does not leave gamers behind.

Furthermore, the company is set to roll out Auto Super Resolution (Auto SR) across all device categories. This AI-driven technology upscales lower-resolution images in real-time, allowing games to look sharper and run smoother even on modest hardware configurations.

Industry analysts suggest that these moves reflect a strategic shift for Microsoft. By combining the flexibility and power of a PC with the user-friendly nature of a console, the company aims to solidify Windows 11 as the definitive platform for the next generation of digital entertainment.

Source: Microsoft
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Population size and ranking of cities with more than 5 million inhabitants as of 1 July 2025

Average annual

rate of change

Population (thousands) (per cent)
Country or area 2000] 2025 | 2050
Jakarta Indonesia 25592 41914 51784 2
Dhaka Bangladesh 17435 %6585 52128 9 2 1 296
Tokyo (Tokyo) Japan 0303 3413 %068 1 3 7 039
New Delhi India 17969 0222 G389 6 4 4 208
Shanghai China, 14035 29559 84912 14 5 3 298
Guangzhou China 18970 27563 20243 3 6 8 149
A-Qahirah (Cairo)  Egypt 15677 25566 G236 12 76 1.9
Manila Philippines 17799 24735 27120 7 8 9 132
Kolkata India 18355 22550 23768 5 9 10 o082
Seoul Republic of Korea 18963 22490 21225 4 10 12 o058
Karachi Pakistan 10800 21423 G253 19 M 5 274
Mumbai India 15953 20208 23089 11 12 11 094
4o Paulo. Brazil 16702 18950 18217 10 13 16 051
- Thailand 8877 i8i80 20462 4 W4 13 a0
tad de México
(Mexico City) Mexico 17598 17734 17679 8 15 18 003
Beijing China, 9635 17013 18004 21 16 17 227
Lahore Pakistan 7979 1515 20388 26 17 14 257
Istanbul Tarkiye 10634 15015 16303 20 18 20 138
Moskva (Moscow)  Russian Federation 11195 14525 15522 18 19 2 104
HoChiMinh Gity  VietNam 6006 14053 17201 88 20 19 3.40
Buenos Aires Argentina 1712 14018 142 16 21 25 o2
United States of
New York Gity America 13044 13920 13225 15 2 28 026
Shenzhen China, 8181 13878 14661 25 28 23 21
Bengaluru India 6052 13187 14258 &7 24 2 312
Osaka Japan 14488 12964 1049 13 25 &7 -0.44
Lagos Nigeria 7909 12792 16180 27 26 21 192
United States of
Los Angeles America 1119% 12740 13862 17 21 2% 052
Luanda Angola 715 11370 20286 82 28 15 11.07
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