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        Ice cubes are integral to Thai life, an essential, their use ingrained in daily habits, but this ice obsession is rarely viewed through the same lens by outsiders, who see its presence in almost every beverage as peculiar.

      

      
        World reaction to US action against Venezuela
        World leaders' reactions to Saturday's US attack on Venezuela.

      

      
        Venezuela's Maduro in custody, Trump says US will run the country
        CARACAS/NEW YORK - Venezuelan President Nicolas &zwnj;Maduro was in a New York detention center on Sunday after President Donald Trump ordered an  audacious U.S. raid to capture the South American leader and take control of the country and its vast oil reserves.

      

      
        The life of an esports player: performance behind the screen
        We are used to seeing athletes covered in sweat, surrounded by cheering fans celebrating throughout the stadium, but when it comes to esports the cheering often turns to doubting, wondering why playing games in an air-conditioned room can be considered a sport.&nbsp;

      

      
        New Year traffic accidents claim 207 lives in 5 days
        There were&nbsp;1,185 traffic accidents over the first five days of the New Year travel period, claiming 207 people's lives and injuring 1,141 others.

      

      
        Thai banks set Android 10, iOS 14 as minimum for mobile banking
        The Thai Bankers' Association (TBA) has announced a mandatory security upgrade for all mobile banking applications, requiring users to run updated operating systems to maintain access.

      

      
        Shock, disbelief in bombed Venezuelan port
        LA GUAIRA (VENEZUELA) - Twelve hours after the United States bombed Venezuela during an operation to oust President Nicolas Maduro, the smoke continued to seep from hangars in the port of La Guaira north of Caracas.

      

      
        Trump says US will run Venezuela after capturing Maduro
        The United States attacked Venezuela and captured its long-serving President Nicolas Maduro in an overnight operation on Saturday (January 3), U.S. President Donald Trump said, promising to put the country under American control for now, including by deploying U.S. forces if necessary. - REUTERS
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                                Thailand has accused Cambodia of war crimes and violations of international humanitarian law in attacking Thai civilian areas and discarding the bodies of its own soldiers on the battlefield.
The government's Joint Press Centre on the Thailand-Cambodia situation said on Sunday that Thailand had evidence proving that Cambodian armed forces had long occupied Thai territory and also established bases and military arsenals in civilian areas.

"That is considered using civilians as human shields, which violates international humanitarian law," the joint press centre said.

Cambodia fired rockets and artillery shells which damaged civilian homes, infrastructure and communities in Thailand.

"Such attacks constitute direct attacks on civilians, which are war crimes under international law," the joint press centre said.

In addition, there was systematic provocation, including armed troop movements, cross-border gunfire and violations of ceasefire lines.

They "constitute a threat to peace and security and undermine efforts to resolve the conflict  peacefully", the joint press centre said.

The statement accused Cambodia of violating human rights by failing to retrieve bodies and treat the deceased with dignity. "Neglecting this duty is a violation of fundamental humanitarian principles," it said.

"Thailand calls on the international community to consider the situation based on international humanitarian law and verifiable evidence, not on the distortion of information or propaganda," the statement said.
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                                The Ministry of Foreign Affairs on Sunday called on the United States and Venezuela to resolve their conflict peacefully and to fully respect the United Nations Charter and international law.
The ministry issued its statement in the wake of the US attack on Venezuela on Saturday and removal of the Venezuelan president and his wife for trial in the US on charges of narco-terrorism. 

"Thailand has been monitoring the situation in Venezuela closely and urges all parties involved to resolve the conflict peacefully with full respect for the UN Charter and international law, exercising the utmost restraint to avoid a further escalation, while prioritizing the protection of civilians and respecting the will of the Venezuelan people," the ministry said.

According to news agency reports, some people were killed in the US attack, which Washington said was aimed at drug production facilities.

The ministry said the Thai embassy in Lima, Peru, was ready to help Thais in Venezuela. Meanwhile, it advised Thais to reconsider non-essential travel to Venezuela.

Thailand recently welcomed US help in coordinating peace efforts amid its conflict with Cambodia. US President Donald Trump played an important role in calling for a ceasefire. 

The American attack on Venezuela has drawn a mixed reaction from world leaders.
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																Ice cubes are integral to Thai life, an essential, their use ingrained in daily habits, but this ice obsession is rarely viewed through the same lens by outsiders, who see its presence in almost every beverage as peculiar.
Ice was introduced as an exotic luxury almost two centuries ago. Since then, it has evolved into a deep-seated compulsion. While ice is a global commodity, Thailand's relationship with it transcends mere consumption. It is an addiction ingrained in the very fabric of daily life. To understand why this frozen fixture has remained a staple for Thais, we must delve deeper into the reasons behind it:

Hot and humid all year round

Thailand's weather is unforgiving with its high temperatures and humidity lasting all year. Ice has become a staple across every level of society. Adding it to water is not just about the chill, but it is a practical way to manage body heat and get that much-needed, momentary relief from the heat.

A culture of bold and spicy flavours

Thai cuisine is a masterclass in balance, known for its bold combination of spicy, salty, sweet, and sour. For many, these intense flavours find their perfect foil not in room-temperature water, but in a glass packed with ice. There is something about an ice-cold drink that cuts through the heat and richness of a meal, making it the ideal companion for any local table.

A cold sign of hospitality

Traditionally, offering a cold drink to a guest has always been a fundamental gesture of Thai hospitality. As ice became more accessible, it quickly set a new standard for hosting, whether at home or in a restaurant. Today, that bucket of ice is not just an add-on, it is a non-negotiable part of the meal, defining what a perfect beverage should be in the eyes of a Thai host. 

Thais are serious about their ice, treating it with as much importance as the drink itself. We do not just use whatever is available, but there is a specific ice pairing for every kind of drink. Crushed ice is the way to go for Thai tea or traditional handcrafted drinks, while standard tube ice is reserved for sodas. When it comes to desserts, nothing but shaved ice will do. Ultimately, this proves that in Thailand, ice is far more than just frozen water. It is a fun element that serves as a vital part of the flavour.

Looking beyond our borders, the world views ice through a completely different lens. It is a mere option rather than a necessity for many. For instance, they often see dropping ice cubes into a glass of beer as a horror that serves to dilute the flavour. Even among our Southeast Asian neighbours who share our stifling humidity, Thailand's obsession with ice remains an outlier. While others might enjoy a cold drink, Thais treat ice as a non-negotiable part of the experience.

While our habits might seem alien to those from other countries, it is this very uniqueness that defines the Thai spirit. We are constantly seeking the perfect match in every flavour and texture. What others dismiss as a strange obsession is actually our advantage. It allows us to discover new sensations and explore an unseen side of refreshment that the rest of the world may have yet to uncover.
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                                World leaders' reactions to Saturday's US attack on Venezuela.
French President Emanuel Macron:  "The transition to come must be peaceful, democratic, and respectful of the will of the Venezuelan people. We hope that President Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia, elected in 2024, will be able to ensure this transition as quickly as possible." Macron wrote on X.

German Chancellor Friendrich Merz:  The legal assessment of the US operation is complex and "we will take our time" to evaluate it, adding that principles of international law must apply. He urged that "a transition to a government legitimised by elections must be ensured" and warned that "political instability must not arise in Venezuela".

Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez: "Spain did not recognize the Maduro regime. But neither will it recognize an intervention that violates international law and pushes the  region toward a horizon of uncertainty and belligerence." Sanchez wrote on X.

UN secretay-general Antonio Guterres: "These developments constitute a dangerous precedent," Guterres' spokesperson said. "The secretary-general continues to emphasize the importance of full respect - by all - of international law, including the UN Charter. He's deeply concerned that the rules of international law have not been respected."

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu: "Congratulations, President @realDonaldTrump for your bold and historic leadership on behalf of freedom and justice. I salute your decisive resolve and the brilliant action of your brave soldiers."

Chinese Foreign Ministry: "China is deeply shocked and strongly condemns the use of force by the US against a sovereign country and the use of force against the president of a country," a ministry statement said.

South African Department of International Relations: "South Africa calls on the UN Security Council, the body mandated to maintain international peace and security, to urgently convene to address this situation," a statement by the South African department of international relations said.

Russian Foreign Ministry: "This morning, the United States committed an act of armed aggression against Venezuela. This is deeply concerning and condemnable", "The pretexts used to justify such actions are unfounded. Ideological animosity has prevailed over business pragmatism and the willingness to build relationships based on trust and predictability", "In the current situation, it is important, first and foremost, to prevent further escalation and to focus on finding a way out of the situation through dialogue."

Argentine President Javier Milei, in media interview: "What we have to understand is that it's the collapse of the regime of a dictator that was rigging elections, that in the last election was badly defeated and, despite that, he clung on to power", "That's why I'd say that today's news is excellent news for the free world."

Mexican Ministry of Foreign Affairs: "The Mexican government strongly condemns and rejects the military actions carried out unilaterally in recent hours by the armed forces of the United States of America against targets in the territory of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, in clear violation of Article 2 of the Charter of the United Nations."

Canadian Foreign Minister Anita Anand: "Canada calls on all parties to respect international law and we stand by the people of Venezuela and their desire to live in a peaceful and democratic society. Canada is engaging with its international partners and monitoring developments closely."

Paraguay government: "Paraguay is closely monitoring current developments in Venezuela and calls for prioritizing democratic means that guarantee an orderly transition."

Bolivian Foreign Affiars Ministry: "Bolivia reiterates its commitment to peace, democracy, and coordination with the international community for humanitarian assistance, the protection of the civilian population, and support for a credible and definitive process of institutional reconstruction".

Panamanian President Jese Raul Mulino: "In light of the events that took place early this morning in Venezuela, [?]my government reiterates our position in favor of democratic trials and in favor of accepting the legitimate wishes of the Venezuelan people, as expressed emphatically at the polls, where Edmundo Gonzalez was elected." He wrote of X.

Peruvian Foreign Ministry: "The Government of Peru calls for a prompt solution to the political situation in Venezuela, in favour of a transition with full respect for international law and human rights, as well as attention to the legitimate and genuine aspirations of the Venezuelan people to live in democracy with the support of the regional community."

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer: "I want to establish the facts first. I want to speak to President Trump. I want to speak to allies. I can be absolutely clear that we were not involved ... and I always say and believe we should all uphold international law," Starmer said in a statement to British broadcasters.

Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula Da Silva, writing on X: "The bombings on Venezuelan territory and the capture of its president cross an unacceptable line. These acts represent a grave affront to Venezuela's sovereignty and yet another extremely dangerous precedent for the entire international community", "Attacking countries in flagrant violation of international law is the first step toward a world of violence, chaos, and instability, where the law of the strongest prevails over multilateralism."

Ukrainian Foreign Minister Aandrii Sybiha: "Ukraine has consistently defended the right of nations to live freely, free of dictatorship, oppression, and human rights violations. The Maduro regime has violated all such principles in every respect. We stand for further developments in accordance with the principles of international law, prioritising democracy, human rights, and the interests of Venezuelans."

Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen: "The Danish government is closely monitoring the situation in Venezuela with our allies. Now is the time for de-escalation. International law must be respected."

Belarus President Alexander Lukashenko: "The President of Belarus categorically condemns the act of American aggression against Venezuela. Alexander Lukashenko spoke about the consequences just recently in an interview with American journalists," spokesman Natalia Eismont told Belta news agency.

Ecuadorian President Danil Noboa: "The time is coming for all the narco-Chavista criminals. Their structure will finally collapse across the entire continent." He wrote on X.

Uruguayan Foreign Ministry: "Uruguay rejects, as it always has, military intervention by one country in the territory of another and reaffirms the importance of respecting international law and the UN Charter, in particular the basic principle that States must refrain from resorting to the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any State, or in any other manner inconsistent with the Purposes of the United Nations."

European Commission President Ursala Von Der Leyen: "Following very closely the situation in Venezuela. We stand by the people of Venezuela and support a peaceful and democratic transition. Any solution must respect international law and the UN Charter."

Chile's President Gabriel Boric: "As the Government of Chile, we express our concern and condemnation of the military actions of the United States in Venezuela and call for a peaceful solution to the serious crisis affecting the country." He wrote on X.

Colombian President Gustavo Petro: "The Government of the Republic of Colombia views with deep concern the reports of explosions and unusual air activity in recent hours in the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, as well as the resulting escalation of tension in the region." He wrote on X.

Nicaraguan Government: "From this Nicaragua, blessed and dignified, we raise the voice of our people... to demand respect for the sovereignty of the people of Venezuela."

Iranian Foreign Ministry: The ministry condemned the US attack on Venezuela as "a blatant violation of its national sovereignty and territorial integrity." It called on the UN Security Council to "act immediately to halt the unlawful aggression" and hold those responsible accountable.

Trinidad and Tobago Prime Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessar: "Trinidad and Tobago is NOT a participant in any of these ongoing military operations. Trinidad and Tobago continues to maintain peaceful relations with the people of Venezuela."

Britain's Reform UK Party leader Nigel Farage: "The American actions in Venezuela overnight are unorthodox and contrary to international law - but if they make China and Russia think twice, it may be a good thing", "I hope the Venezuelan people can now turn [?]a new leaf without Maduro."

Italian Prime Minister Giogia Meloni: "In line with Italy's long-standing position, the Government believes that external military action is not the way to end totalitarian regimes, but at the same time considers defensive intervention against hybrid attacks to its security to be legitimate, as in the case  of state entities that fuel and promote drug trafficking."

Norwegian Foreign Minister Espen barth Eide: "International law is universal and binding for all states. The American intervention in Venezuela is not in accordance with international law", "A peaceful transition to democratic rule is the only viable path in Venezuela. This requires inclusive political processes that respect the rights of the population."

Slovakian Prime Minister Robert Fico: "The US military action in Venezuela is further evidence of the breakdown of the world order created after World War II."

Czech Republic Foreign Minister Petr Macinka: "We now consider it important to calm the situation and initiate diplomatic negotiations, including with the participation of the Venezuelan opposition."

Thai Ministry of Foreign Affairs: Calls on all parties involved to resolve tensions between US and Venezuela peacefully, respect international law and the UN Charter.

Malaysian Ministery of Foreign Affairs: "As a matter of principle, Malaysia opposes all forms of foreign intervention in the internal affairs of other States, as well as the threat or use of force. These are fundamental principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations and international law.  Malaysia consistently upholds the importance of peaceful resolution of disputes through dialogue, respect for sovereignty, and adherence to international norms", "At this critical time, it is crucial for the concerned parties to exercise maximum restraint, and seek peaceful solutions through dialogue and diplomacy."

Japanese Foreign Ministry: "Japan has long valued the fundamental principles of freedom and democracy. We have also consistently attached importance to upholding the principles of international law within the international community. On the basis of this consistent position, Japan will continue to work closely with relevant countries, including the G7 and regional partners, while doing everything possible to protect Japanese nationals and pursuing diplomatic efforts toward the restoration of democracy and the stabilisation of the situation in Venezuela."  
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                                CARACAS/NEW YORK - Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro was in a New York detention center on Sunday after President Donald Trump ordered an  audacious U.S. raid to capture the South American leader and take control of the country and its vast oil reserves.
As part of the dramatic operation early on Saturday that knocked out electricity in parts of Caracas and included strikes on military installations, US Special Forces seized Maduro and his wife, Cilia Flores, and transported them via helicopter to a US Navy ship offshore before flying them to the US

"We will run the country until such time as we can do a safe, proper and judicious transition," Trump told a press conference at his Mar-a-Lago resort in Florida.

For months, his administration criticized Maduro, 63, over what it called his involvement in shipping drugs to the US. It ramped up pressure with a massive military build-up in the Caribbean and a series of deadly missile attacks on alleged drug-running boats.

- Potential power vacum -

While many Western allies oppose Maduro and say he stole Venezuela's 2024 election, Trump's boasts about controlling the nation and exploiting its oil revived painful memories of past US interventions in Latin America, Iraq and Afghanistan. Some legal experts questioned the legality of an operation to seize the head of state of a foreign power, while Democrats who said they were misled during recent Congress briefings demanded a plan for what is to follow. Trump said as part of the takeover, major US oil companies would move back into Venezuela, which has the world's largest oil reserves, and refurbish badly degraded oil infrastructure, a process experts said could take years.

He said he was open to sending US [?]forces into Venezuela. "We're not afraid of boots on the ground," he said.

A plane carrying Maduro landed near New York City on Saturday night and he was helicoptered to the city before being taken by a large convoy to the Metropolitan Detention Center in Brooklyn under a heavy police guard.

Images released by US authorities showed the leader handcuffed and blindfolded during the flight and later being led down a hallway at the offices of the US Drug Enforcement Administration, where he was heard wishing a "happy New Year".

Indicted on various federal charges, including narco-terrorism conspiracy, Maduro was expected to make an initial appearance in Manhattan federal court on Monday, according to a Justice Department official. It is unclear how Trump plans to oversee Venezuela. US forces have no control over the country, and Maduro's government appears not only to still be in charge but to have no appetite for cooperating with Washington. Maduro's vice president, Delcy Rodriguez, appeared on Venezuelan television on Saturday afternoon with other top officials to decry what she called a kidnapping.

"We demand the immediate release of President Nicolas Maduro and his wife Cilia Flores," Rodriguez said, calling Maduro "the only president of Venezuela." A Venezuelan court ordered Rodriguez to assume the position of interim president.

- Past regime changes -

Trump did not say who will lead Venezuela when the US cedes control, but appeared to rule out working with opposition figure and Nobel Peace Prize laureate Maria Corina Machado, widely seen as Maduro's most credible opponent.

"She doesn't  have the support within or the respect within the country," he said.

In Venezuela, the streets were mostly calm after a rush for groceries and fuel. Soldiers patrolled some parts and small pro-Maduro crowds gathered in Caracas.

Others expressed relief. "I'm happy, I doubted for a moment that it was happening because it's like a movie," said merchant Carolina Pimentel, 37, in the city of Maracay.

Many Venezuelan migrants around the world erupted in celebration.

"We are free. We are all happy that the dictatorship has fallen and that we have a free country," said Khaty Yanez, who lives in the Chilean capital Santiago, one of an estimated 7.7 million Venezuelans - 20% of the population - who have left the country since 2014. The U.N. Security Council planned to meet on Monday to discuss the actions, which Secretary-General Antonio Guterres described as "a dangerous precedent." Russia and China, both major backers of [?]Venezuela, criticized the US

"China firmly opposes such hegemonic behavior by the US, which seriously violates international law, violates Venezuela's sovereignty and threatens peace and security in Latin America and the  Caribbean," China's foreign ministry said.

Trump's comments about an open-ended military presence in Venezuela echoed the rhetoric around past invasions in Iraq and Afghanistan, both of which ended in American withdrawals after years of costly occupation and thousands of US casualties.

A US occupation "won't cost us a penny" because the United States would be reimbursed from the "money coming out of the ground," Trump said, referring to Venezuela's oil reserves, a subject he returned to repeatedly during Saturday's press conference. Trump's focus on foreign affairs provides fuel for Democrats to criticize him  ahead of midterm congressional elections in November, when control of both houses of Congress is at stake, with Republicans controlling both by narrow margins.

Opinion polls show the top concern for voters is high prices at home, not foreign policy.

Trump also runs the risk of alienating some of his own supporters, who have backed his "America First" agenda and oppose foreign interventions.
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																We are used to seeing athletes covered in sweat, surrounded by cheering fans celebrating throughout the stadium, but when it comes to esports the cheering often turns to doubting, wondering why playing games in an air-conditioned room can be considered a sport. 
Even though many players put so much effort into this passion, it is still not enough for some people to accept.

When 'sweat' means 'nerves' and muscles 'reflex' 

Peope tend to underestimate the effort it takes to be a champion esports athlete, the many skills not so different from physical sports. If speed and stability are what runners need, reaction time is what esports players yearn for. Every single move, every single click and every decision can turn the tide. The brain, eyes and fingers are inseparably linked and work in synchronicity, overcoming the game second by second.

The discipline and consistency needed is unlike anything most people experience.

The image of an esports player is often one of a gaming-addicted child, yet the reality is far from that. The training schedule is 8-12 hours per day. They sleep late, practising and reviewing their performance. They watch replays to spot mistakes in their gameplay. Professional teams also have coaches, nutritionists and psychologists, who play a crucial role in alleviating stress and pressure. 

Most people are unaware of the pressure, the stress and depression that esports players must deal with. These feelings mostly come from fans' expectations and agents pushing players too hard, until they can no longer bear it. Another factor can be the toxic comments and opinions about their performance, which only add to their insecurity. The more overwhelmed the players get, the more their performance suffers.

From my own experience, doing both a job internship and being a university representative is not easy at all when your life starts at 8am and goes until 5pm, and then at 7pm you have to be ready for training that usually ends around 11pm. You have little time for yourself after practice, getting to sleep around 3-4am almost every day. Sometimes I get stressed, hammered from both directions. Especially practice. When your teammate starts to doubt you, you start to doubt yourself. When passion turns into an obligation, it is something you have to bear, to tolerate, rather than just have fun and enjoy yourself. 

Is it worth it, as a sport?

"I don't understand how it can be a sport," netizens say. Even though esports players have proven themselves over time, winning trophies all around the world, some people still refuse to see the difference between game addiction and a career as professional.

Esports has all the essential components of a true sport. It is built upon an infrastructure of championship leagues, international tournaments and standardised rules - all requiring immense skill in teamwork, analysis and fast decision-making. Athletes must follow a systematic and strict training schedule, just like other sports.

Looking at it this way, it is fair to include esports in the category of sport. People often look down on esports as "just playing games", but that is like saying chess and shooting are not sports because they do not involve constant physical movement. However, they are still considered to be sports. So why not esport?

Sometimes, global advancements are overshadowed by a single mistake.  

Esport in Thailand today is in a "self-proving" era. Many players have succeeded, winning many trophies. For example, in the PUBG Global Championship 2025, Thailand won the competition and was awarded 15.7 million baht in prize money. Sucess in the Arena of Valor International Championship 2025 (AIC 2025) also showed the potential of Thai players in the industry.

Sadly, the momentum of Thai esports was suddenly halted, overshadowed by the appeance of a rot within the community, cheating on the international stage and sending an unforgivably bad image to the world. Those who do not support esports use this incident as a weapon to attack and disgrace the honour of esports. The sweet moment of victory suddenly turns bitter, leaving a bad taste.

To me, this is both shocking and unbelievable. I never thought for a moment that a player would indulge in that kind of behaviour. 

Fortunately, we can learn, adapt and improve our standards and the security of the competition, to prevent any further dishonesty or suspicious activity. We can study this incident, use it to elevate ourselves and overcome past obstacles, embrace new opportunities and the future of Thailand.

Stars always shine

At the end of the day, those with both dreams and doubts, who question themselves, must bear the unavoidable pressures, whether from family or friends. But as long as you follow your hopes, your dreams, without being confined by the social norms that judge us, you can succeed - just  like other successful individuals who decide to write their own story.

So, will you become your own success story, or will you remain confined within the boundaries set by society? 
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                                There were 1,185 traffic accidents over the first five days of the New Year travel period, claiming 207 people's lives and injuring 1,141 others.
Public Health Minister Pattana Promphat said on Sunday the figures applied from Dec 30 (Tuesday) to Jan 3 (Saturday) inclusive.

Phuket province reported the most accidents, 47, and the most injured people, 51, and Bangkok the highest traffic death toll, 18. Only nine of the 76 provinces were free of road fatalities.

Speeding was the most common cause, blamed in 33% of the accidents, followed by cutting-in, 22%. Motorcyclists were involved in 73% of the traffic accidents.

Mr Pattana said many New Year travellers had began returning to Bangkok and other major economic provinces on Sunday.

The director-general of the Probation Department, Piya Raksakul, said from Dec 30 to Jan 3, 2,957 people were placed on probation for drink driving, 160 for driving under the influence of drugs, four for reckless driving and two for speeding.
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									Thai banks set Android 10, iOS 14 as minimum for mobile banking

									
								

									The Thai Bankers' Association (TBA) has announced a mandatory security upgrade for all mobile banking applications, requiring users to run updated operating systems to maintain access.
									From Feb 14 2026 all mobile banking apps in Thailand will support only devices running Android 10 or higher, while Apple users must have iOS 14 or above. The move is a unified effort to bolster cybersecurity across the nation's financial sector.

The decision comes as the TBA and the Thailand Banking Sector Infosec Coordination Centre (TB-CERT) look to combat rising cybercrime and sophisticated scammer tactics. Authorities noted that criminals frequently exploit vulnerabilities found in outdated operating systems to steal personal data or deploy malware.

By raising the minimum system requirements, the banking sector aims to close security loopholes and provide better protection against phishing attacks. These updates ensure that devices have the latest security patches necessary to handle modern encryption and secure transaction protocols.

"The update is a critical step in reducing risks from malware and ensuring that digital transactions remain secure for all users," the association said. "We recommend that all customers check their device compatibility and perform necessary updates well in advance to avoid any service disruptions."

For users unsure of their current software version, the process to verify and update your handset is straightforward. (continues below)

[image: Photo: tba.or.th]
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How to check your operating system

For Android users:

1. Open the Settings menu.

2. Scroll down and tap About Phone or Software Information.

3. Look for Android Version to see your current software.

4. To update, go back to Settings, select Software Update, and tap Download and Install.

For iOS (iPhone) users:

1. Open Settings.

2. Tap General and then select About.

3. Check the iOS Version listed.

4. To update, go to General, tap Software Update, and follow the prompts if an update is available.

Users whose devices cannot be upgraded to Android 10 or iOS 14 may need to consider upgrading their hardware before the mid-February deadline to ensure continued access to their financial accounts.

Source: The Thai Bankers' Association, Facebook The Thai Bankers' Association
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                                LA GUAIRA (VENEZUELA) - Twelve hours after the United States bombed Venezuela during an operation to oust President Nicolas Maduro, the smoke continued to seep from hangars in the port of La Guaira north of Caracas.
La Guaira was one of several areas in or near Caracas struck by jets during a stealth mission to snatch Maduro and whisk him out of the country.

Deformed shipping containers, their contents spilling onto the docks, bore testimony to the force of the strikes that US officials said were designed to clear the way for helicopters to swoop in on Maduro's hiding place.

There were no reports of casualties in the area.

Firefighters used an excavator to remove broken glass and gnarled metal strewn across the site as policemen with pump-action rifles patrolled on motorbike to prevent looting.

Curious onlookers filmed the scene on their smartphones, many still incredulous at the speed and magnitude of the day's events. In a little over an hour, US forces removed an authoritarian leader who had stubbornly clung to power through years of US sanctions and coup plots.

The blasts blew out the windows of public buildings on La Guaira's seafront and ripped the roofs off several houses.

"Psssh, first we saw the flash and then the explosion," said Alpidio Lovera, a 47-year-old resident, who ran to a hill with his pregnant wife and other residents to escape the strikes.

His sister Linda Unamuno, 39, burst into sobs as she recalled a nightmarish night.

"The blast smashed the entire roof of my house," she said.

Unamuno's first thoughts were that La Guaira was experiencing another natural disaster, 26 years ago after a landslide of biblical proportions swept away 10,000 people, many of them washed out to sea.

"I went out, that's when I saw what was happening. I saw the fire from the airstrikes. It was traumatizing," she sobbed, adding she "wished it on no-one."

Alirio Elista, a pensioner whose water tank was damaged in the strikes, said those who cheered the US intervention for bringing down the unpopular Maduro "don't know what they're talking about."

He said he believed news of Maduro's capture was "fake" -- despite US President Donald Trump having posted a picture of him blindfolded and handcuffed on a US warship.

Like many in Venezuela, the 68-year-old expressed nostalgia for the heyday of the Caribbean country between the 1950s and 1970s, when it was flush with oil riches.

In the past decade Maduro ran the economy into the ground, causing rampant inflation and widespread shortages of fuel, medicine and some basic foodstuffs.

Elista's pension of under half a dollar a week "doesn't pay for anything," he complained.

"We're hungry," he said.

But unlike Trump, he had few illusions of a quick fix for the country's ills.

The Republican leader outlined his vision Saturday of US oil companies pouring into Venezuela to repair crumbling infrastructure -- and reap the rewards with surging oil revenues.

Venezuela has the world's largest proven oil reserves but its output has tanked in recent years due to a US oil embargo and chronic underinvestment.

"We'll need at least 15 years to get back to where we were," Elista predicted.
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                                Thailand has accused Cambodia of war crimes and violations of international humanitarian law in attacking Thai civilian areas and discarding the bodies of its own soldiers on the battlefield.
The government's Joint Press Centre on the Thailand-Cambodia situation said on Sunday that Thailand had evidence proving that Cambodian armed forces had long occupied Thai territory and also established bases and military arsenals in civilian areas.

"That is considered using civilians as human shields, which violates international humanitarian law," the joint press centre said.

Cambodia fired rockets and artillery shells which damaged civilian homes, infrastructure and communities in Thailand.

"Such attacks constitute direct attacks on civilians, which are war crimes under international law," the joint press centre said.

In addition, there was systematic provocation, including armed troop movements, cross-border gunfire and violations of ceasefire lines.

They "constitute a threat to peace and security and undermine efforts to resolve the conflict  peacefully", the joint press centre said.

The statement accused Cambodia of violating human rights by failing to retrieve bodies and treat the deceased with dignity. "Neglecting this duty is a violation of fundamental humanitarian principles," it said.

"Thailand calls on the international community to consider the situation based on international humanitarian law and verifiable evidence, not on the distortion of information or propaganda," the statement said.
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                                The Ministry of Foreign Affairs on Sunday called on the United States and Venezuela to resolve their conflict peacefully and to fully respect the United Nations Charter and international law.
The ministry issued its statement in the wake of the US attack on Venezuela on Saturday and removal of the Venezuelan president and his wife for trial in the US on charges of narco-terrorism. 

"Thailand has been monitoring the situation in Venezuela closely and urges all parties involved to resolve the conflict peacefully with full respect for the UN Charter and international law, exercising the utmost restraint to avoid a further escalation, while prioritizing the protection of civilians and respecting the will of the Venezuelan people," the ministry said.

According to news agency reports, some people were killed in the US attack, which Washington said was aimed at drug production facilities.

The ministry said the Thai embassy in Lima, Peru, was ready to help Thais in Venezuela. Meanwhile, it advised Thais to reconsider non-essential travel to Venezuela.

Thailand recently welcomed US help in coordinating peace efforts amid its conflict with Cambodia. US President Donald Trump played an important role in calling for a ceasefire. 

The American attack on Venezuela has drawn a mixed reaction from world leaders.
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                                CARACAS/NEW YORK - Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro was in a New York detention center on Sunday after President Donald Trump ordered an  audacious U.S. raid to capture the South American leader and take control of the country and its vast oil reserves.
As part of the dramatic operation early on Saturday that knocked out electricity in parts of Caracas and included strikes on military installations, US Special Forces seized Maduro and his wife, Cilia Flores, and transported them via helicopter to a US Navy ship offshore before flying them to the US

"We will run the country until such time as we can do a safe, proper and judicious transition," Trump told a press conference at his Mar-a-Lago resort in Florida.

For months, his administration criticized Maduro, 63, over what it called his involvement in shipping drugs to the US. It ramped up pressure with a massive military build-up in the Caribbean and a series of deadly missile attacks on alleged drug-running boats.

- Potential power vacum -

While many Western allies oppose Maduro and say he stole Venezuela's 2024 election, Trump's boasts about controlling the nation and exploiting its oil revived painful memories of past US interventions in Latin America, Iraq and Afghanistan. Some legal experts questioned the legality of an operation to seize the head of state of a foreign power, while Democrats who said they were misled during recent Congress briefings demanded a plan for what is to follow. Trump said as part of the takeover, major US oil companies would move back into Venezuela, which has the world's largest oil reserves, and refurbish badly degraded oil infrastructure, a process experts said could take years.

He said he was open to sending US [?]forces into Venezuela. "We're not afraid of boots on the ground," he said.

A plane carrying Maduro landed near New York City on Saturday night and he was helicoptered to the city before being taken by a large convoy to the Metropolitan Detention Center in Brooklyn under a heavy police guard.

Images released by US authorities showed the leader handcuffed and blindfolded during the flight and later being led down a hallway at the offices of the US Drug Enforcement Administration, where he was heard wishing a "happy New Year".

Indicted on various federal charges, including narco-terrorism conspiracy, Maduro was expected to make an initial appearance in Manhattan federal court on Monday, according to a Justice Department official. It is unclear how Trump plans to oversee Venezuela. US forces have no control over the country, and Maduro's government appears not only to still be in charge but to have no appetite for cooperating with Washington. Maduro's vice president, Delcy Rodriguez, appeared on Venezuelan television on Saturday afternoon with other top officials to decry what she called a kidnapping.

"We demand the immediate release of President Nicolas Maduro and his wife Cilia Flores," Rodriguez said, calling Maduro "the only president of Venezuela." A Venezuelan court ordered Rodriguez to assume the position of interim president.

- Past regime changes -

Trump did not say who will lead Venezuela when the US cedes control, but appeared to rule out working with opposition figure and Nobel Peace Prize laureate Maria Corina Machado, widely seen as Maduro's most credible opponent.

"She doesn't  have the support within or the respect within the country," he said.

In Venezuela, the streets were mostly calm after a rush for groceries and fuel. Soldiers patrolled some parts and small pro-Maduro crowds gathered in Caracas.

Others expressed relief. "I'm happy, I doubted for a moment that it was happening because it's like a movie," said merchant Carolina Pimentel, 37, in the city of Maracay.

Many Venezuelan migrants around the world erupted in celebration.

"We are free. We are all happy that the dictatorship has fallen and that we have a free country," said Khaty Yanez, who lives in the Chilean capital Santiago, one of an estimated 7.7 million Venezuelans - 20% of the population - who have left the country since 2014. The U.N. Security Council planned to meet on Monday to discuss the actions, which Secretary-General Antonio Guterres described as "a dangerous precedent." Russia and China, both major backers of [?]Venezuela, criticized the US

"China firmly opposes such hegemonic behavior by the US, which seriously violates international law, violates Venezuela's sovereignty and threatens peace and security in Latin America and the  Caribbean," China's foreign ministry said.

Trump's comments about an open-ended military presence in Venezuela echoed the rhetoric around past invasions in Iraq and Afghanistan, both of which ended in American withdrawals after years of costly occupation and thousands of US casualties.

A US occupation "won't cost us a penny" because the United States would be reimbursed from the "money coming out of the ground," Trump said, referring to Venezuela's oil reserves, a subject he returned to repeatedly during Saturday's press conference. Trump's focus on foreign affairs provides fuel for Democrats to criticize him  ahead of midterm congressional elections in November, when control of both houses of Congress is at stake, with Republicans controlling both by narrow margins.

Opinion polls show the top concern for voters is high prices at home, not foreign policy.

Trump also runs the risk of alienating some of his own supporters, who have backed his "America First" agenda and oppose foreign interventions.
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                                There were 1,185 traffic accidents over the first five days of the New Year travel period, claiming 207 people's lives and injuring 1,141 others.
Public Health Minister Pattana Promphat said on Sunday the figures applied from Dec 30 (Tuesday) to Jan 3 (Saturday) inclusive.

Phuket province reported the most accidents, 47, and the most injured people, 51, and Bangkok the highest traffic death toll, 18. Only nine of the 76 provinces were free of road fatalities.

Speeding was the most common cause, blamed in 33% of the accidents, followed by cutting-in, 22%. Motorcyclists were involved in 73% of the traffic accidents.

Mr Pattana said many New Year travellers had began returning to Bangkok and other major economic provinces on Sunday.

The director-general of the Probation Department, Piya Raksakul, said from Dec 30 to Jan 3, 2,957 people were placed on probation for drink driving, 160 for driving under the influence of drugs, four for reckless driving and two for speeding.
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                                The first week of January is when leaders like to talk about fresh starts. New strategies. New tools. New priorities.
But 2026 will not wait politely for plans to settle. It will move fast -- and it will quickly expose how leaders actually think, decide and lead.

This year will not be defined by who adopts the latest technology. It will be defined by who has the judgement to use it wisely.

AI Is No Longer the Story

Let's get this out of the way early. In 2026, AI is not the headline. Everyone has access to it. Everyone is experimenting with it. Saying "we are using AI" will sound as impressive as saying "we use email".

The real issue is what happens after adoption.

When tools become normal, people stop questioning them. Decisions get automated because it is efficient, not because it is smart. In 2026, the most dangerous phrase in leadership may be, "The system decided".

Strong leaders will be the ones willing to pause and ask, "Does this decision still need human judgement?"

This Is the Year Neutral Leadership Stops Working

Many leaders have survived uncertainty by staying vague -- delaying decisions, avoiding tough conversations and hoping clarity will emerge on its own.

That strategy runs out in 2026.

Employees, customers and investors are not asking leaders to be perfect. They are asking them to be clear. Silence now reads as avoidance. Ambiguity feels like a lack of courage.

In 2026, leadership will require visible values and decisive choices, even when the answers are incomplete.

Skills Matter -- but Mindsets Decide

Reskilling will continue to dominate agendas in 2026. Most organisations will invest heavily. Many will be frustrated by the results.

Why? Because skills do not travel well without the right mindset.

This year will reward people who can unlearn quickly, question assumptions and adapt without waiting for instructions. Curiosity will outperform experience. Flexibility will matter more than technical expertise.

The uncomfortable reality: some of the most qualified professionals will struggle, while others with fewer credentials will move ahead faster.

Learning Will Feel Less Comfortable -- and More Real

If learning feels smooth and inspiring in 2026, it is probably not deep enough.

Real learning this year will come from friction -- failed experiments, difficult feedback and honest reflection. Formal training still has value, but it will no longer be enough on its own.

The organisations that move fastest will be those that make it safe to say, "I don't know," and are expected to ask, "What did we learn?"

Burnout Becomes a Leadership Issue

In 2026, burnout will stop being explained away as a personal resilience problem. It will be recognised for what it is: a leadership and system design failure.

Organisations that continue to reward exhaustion while talking about well-being will lose trust -- and talent. Sustainable performance will become a serious business issue, not a wellness slogan.

People are no longer asking for less work. They are asking for work that makes sense.

The Question that Defines 2026

The year has just started, but the dividing line is already clear.

2026 will not reward leaders who move fastest. It will reward leaders who think most carefully. Technology will amplify both wisdom and carelessness -- and it will do so publicly.

The question for leaders this January is not, "What are our plans?" It is, "Are we prepared to lead with judgement, clarity and courage -- starting now?"

Because this year, the difference will show early.

Arinya Talerngsri is Senior Vice President, Local Partner and Managing Director at BTS Thailand (formerly SEAC), part of the BTS Group, a leading global strategy implementation firm. She is passionate about revolutionising education and creating opportunities for Thais and people worldwide. Executives and organisations looking to collaborate or learn more about leadership development, talent development, succession planning and organisational transformation can contact her directly at arinya.talerngsri@bts.com or visit her LinkedIn profile.
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                                Thailand's first high-speed rail project, the Bangkok-Nakhon Ratchasima line, is facing a confirmed delay of at least one year due to land expropriation issues and complications arising from overlapping infrastructure projects.
Originally scheduled to open in 2029, the service is now expected to begin operations in 2030.

However, officials at the State Railway of Thailand (SRT) believe that lessons learned from the prolonged first phase will allow construction of Phase 2, from Nakhon Ratchasima to Nong Khai, to be completed faster than originally planned.

The delay stems largely from problems linked to the high-speed rail's interface with the three-airport rail link project--connecting Don Mueang, Suvarnabhumi, and U-Tapao airports-- as well as unresolved land acquisition challenges along the route.

Project overview

Deputy Chief for Special Project and Construction Engineering at the State Railway of Thailand, Kampol Boonchom, who has overseen the project since its inception, provided an update on the first-phase Bangkok-Nakhon Ratchasima route.

The line spans 250.77 kilometres, comprising 188.68 km of elevated track, 54.09 km of at-grade track, and 8 km of tunnels, located in the Muak Lek and Lam Takhong areas.

The total investment value for Phase 1 stands at 179.413 billion baht. The route includes six stations: Krung Thep Aphiwat Central Terminal, Don Mueang, Ayutthaya, Saraburi, Pak Chong, and Nakhon Ratchasima.

As of November 2025, overall construction progress had reached 50%. The project has been divided into 14 construction contracts, with varying levels of completion.

Several sections have already been completed including: Contract 1-1 (Klang Dong-Pang Asok), and Contract 2-1 (Sikhio-Kut Chik).

Other segments are progressing at different speeds. Tunnel works under Contract 3-2 (Muak Lek and Lam Takhong tunnels) are nearly complete at 99.4%, while sections such as Bandai Ma-Lam Takhong (59.4%) and Saraburi-Kaeng Khoi (68.7%) are advancing steadily.

However, two major contracts remain stalled at 0% progress: Contract 4-1 (Bang Sue-Don Muang), and Contract 4-5 (Ban Pho-Phra Kaeo).

Bottlenecks, delays

Mr Kampol said the most problematic segment is Contract 4-1, which overlaps with the three-airport rail link project.

Under the original agreement, construction of this section was to be carried out by Asia Era One Co., the concessionaire led by the CP Group, as both projects share structural components.

"Since 2018, Asia Era One has requested contract renegotiations with the State Railway," Mr Kampol said. "To date, no conclusion has been reached. We are now waiting for government policy direction on whether the SRT should proceed with construction itself."

The second stalled section, Contract 4-5 near Ayutthaya station, has been delayed due to its proximity to the Ayutthaya Historical Park, a Unesco World Heritage Site.

Design modifications are required to comply with Unesco guidelines, further slowing progress.

Beyond these two contracts, the project has faced broader challenges. The alignment cuts through mountainous and forested terrain to ensure straight, high-speed operation. This has complicated engineering works and environmental management.

Land expropriation has also proven difficult, with some plots already allocated to other government agencies and others subject to public objections over whether tracks should be elevated or built at ground level.

Lessons for Phase 2

Despite the setbacks, Mr Kampol expressed confidence that these experiences will benefit Phase 2, the Nakhon Ratchasima-Nong Khai section.

"Phase 1 has given the SRT valuable experience," he said. "Most of Phase 2 runs through flat terrain and does not cut through mountains like Phase 1. That should allow construction to finish faster than planned."

When completed, Phase 1 is expected to be one of Thailand's most scenic rail routes, particularly the stretch from Pak Chong to Nakhon Ratchasima, which runs alongside the Lam Takhong reservoir. The line includes three tunnels-Muak Lek, Mahasadet, and Lam Takhong -- with the Lam Takhong tunnel stretching up to 5 kilometres, the longest on the route.

Thai-Chinese cooperation

The Bangkok-Nong Khai high-speed rail project originated from Thai-Chinese government cooperation during the Prayut Chan-o-cha administration.

The initiative was revived in 2014, following Gen Prayut's visit to China on Dec 22-23, 2014 to attend the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa) leaders' meeting. During that visit, Gen Prayut held bilateral talks with Chinese President Xi Jinping, culminating in the signing of a memorandum of understanding on the Bangkok-Nong Khai railway.

Thai and Chinese working groups held 18 rounds of negotiations over more than two years, eventually agreeing to prioritise construction of the Bangkok-Nakhon Ratchasima section. The project was designed for a maximum speed of 250 km/h, with Thailand fully financing the investment.

Despite agreement in principle, bureaucratic delays prevented construction from starting promptly. The government ultimately invoked Article 44--granting sweeping executive powers at the time -- to bypass regulatory obstacles. On July 11, 2017, the cabinet approved construction of Thailand's first-ever high-speed rail line, with ground-breaking taking place on Dec 21, 2017.

Lengthy Phase 2

Phase 2 covers 357 kilometres, with five stations: Bua Yai, Ban Phai, Khon Kaen, Udon Thani, and Nong Khai. The project includes both elevated and at-grade sections, with a cost of 341.3 billion baht. The cabinet approved Phase 2 on Feb 4, 2025.

Under the current plan, work will begin around mid-2026, with operations commencing in 2032. Both phases will use standard-gauge track (1.435 metres), differing from Thailand's traditional meter-gauge system.

Demand forecasts

Travel time from Bangkok to Nakhon Ratchasima will be 1 hour and 26 minutes. The journey from Nakhon Ratchasima to Nong Khai will take 1 hour and 44 minutes, while the full Bangkok-Nong Khai trip will take 3 hours and 28 minutes at top speeds of 250 km/h.

Demand is forecast at around 5,000 passengers per trip per day for the Bangkok-Nakhon Ratchasima route upon opening, rising to 9,000 passengers per trip per day for the full Bangkok-Nong Khai line in its first year. Fares are projected at 529 baht for Phase 1 and 1,171 baht for the full route.

The project remains a cornerstone of Thailand's long-term transport and regional connectivity strategy linking Bangkok to the Northeast and, eventually, cross-border rail networks.
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                                Gunfire fell silent at midday on Dec 27 along the Thai-Cambodian border, marking an uneasy pause in hostilities that had raged since Dec 7. Yet the ceasefire, agreed only after heavy casualties and economic disruption, has not removed the tensions that pushed both nations into their largest clash in decades.
Troops remain in place and both governments have agreed to hand the matter back to the Joint Boundary Committee (JBC) for renewed surveys and demarcation.

As Thailand confronts the aftermath, questions loom over what the conflict has revealed about national security, diplomacy, economic preparedness and political cohesion. This special report examines the key lessons experts say Thailand must take away -- and the enduring impacts the fighting has left behind.
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New patterns of warfare

Assoc Prof Dulyapak Preecharush, deputy director of the Institute of East Asian Studies at Thammasat University, argues the conflict offered a stark reminder of Southeast Asia's shifting military landscape. While Cambodia once again used its BM-21 rocket launchers -- consistent with its tactics during the 2011 Preah Vihear clashes -- Thailand responded differently this time.

Instead of relying primarily on artillery, Bangkok deployed air power, including F-16s and Gripens, striking Cambodian positions with precision. "It became a confrontation between powerful rocket systems and modern fighter aircraft," he said. "This was one of the largest and most complex military engagements our region has seen in recent years."

But he says Cambodia's approach cannot be understood purely in military terms. Phnom Penh combined its battlefield actions with information operations, aiming to frame Thailand as the aggressor in the eyes of international audiences.

"Cambodia sought to provoke military responses while shaping the narrative abroad," he noted. "This is a new dimension in Southeast Asian conflict -- military action blended with strategic 'acting' to influence global perceptions." This tactic, he warned, is something Thailand must be prepared to counter quickly and systematically rather than relying solely on formal diplomatic rebuttals. Competing in the information domain is now essential, not optional.

Asean limitation

Although Asean eventually stepped in with facilitation by Malaysia and the United States, Assoc Prof Dulyapak said the regional bloc displayed familiar weaknesses.

Unlike Myanmar's internal crisis, the Thai-Cambodian conflict was an international dispute -- clearly within Asean's remit. Even so, the response lacked speed and cohesion. "Asean was able to play a limited role, but its mechanisms remain slow," he said. The conflict illustrated once more that the organisation is not well equipped to handle rapid escalations between member states.

Powers rejoin fray

The conflict also revived Cold War-era patterns of major-power influence in mainland Southeast Asia.

During the Cold War, Washington backed Thailand while Moscow supported Vietnam. Cambodia itself fragmented into factions variously supported by China, the USSR and the United States. Although today's geopolitical landscape is different, the Thai-Cambodian crisis drew both Beijing and Washington back into a familiar stage, said Assoc Prof Dulyapak.

China's influence in Cambodia had risen sharply in previous years, particularly through economic and military cooperation. Yet the conflict saw Washington actively re-engage. "The war opened the door for US President Donald Trump to step in," he said, adding that Cambodia also strategically welcomed US involvement to balance China.

The result was a more assertive United States trying to re-anchor its defence partnership with Thailand while projecting involvement in resolving the crisis. Meanwhile, China watched carefully, seeking to maintain influence and avoid Washington gaining more leverage. Thailand, caught between the two, must now navigate its diplomacy with greater caution and clarity, he argued.

Law without teeth

One of the conflict's most troubling features was the lack of international legal consequences. Despite Thai claims of Cambodian landmine use and incursions supported by satellite imagery, few states publicly engaged.

Assoc Prof Dulyapak attributes this to the weakness of international law. Unlike domestic criminal law, treaties such as the Ottawa Convention or Geneva Conventions carry no enforceable penalties for state violations.

"This allows Cambodia to breach norms repeatedly, while Thailand remains constrained by legal frameworks that do not protect its interests," he said. Countries that have ratified some treaties but not others create further inconsistency. Major powers such as the United States, China and Russia are not party to the landmine treaty, reducing global pressure.

The result is a prolonged struggle for accountability. "Justice comes slowly, if at all," he said, adding that Thailand must strengthen its international communication and ensure global actors see that sustainable peace requires fairness, not merely a ceasefire.
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Border trade crashes

Beyond the battlefield, the conflict delivered a sharp economic blow, particularly along the border.

Thailand's annual exports total roughly 10 trillion baht. Cross-border trade with Cambodia normally accounts for about 140 billion baht, around 1.4% of the total. But once fighting escalated, this figure collapsed almost entirely.

"Exports between Thailand and Cambodia fell by nearly 99%," said Nonarit Bisonyabut, senior research fellow at the Thailand Development Research Institute (TDRI). This disrupted supply chains, reduced SME income and increased costs for larger firms forced to reroute shipments by sea.

Roughly 500,000 Cambodian workers were unable to continue working in Thailand, affecting industries already grappling with workforce shortages.

The social consequences were equally severe. Border communities saw schools, family life and local services disrupted. Many households already facing chronic poverty lacked reliable internet access to support remote learning, worsening inequality.

TDRI stresses the need for rapid relief mechanisms, including orderly evacuation systems, compensation packages and education support for affected communities.
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Political shockwaves

The conflict also unsettled Thailand's political landscape. Assoc Prof Thasothorn Tootongkam of Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University said the crisis influenced governance, foreign policy and public sentiment.

The initial diplomatic approach under the Paetongtarn Shinawatra administration failed, while her leaked phone call with Cambodian Senate President Hun Sen accelerated political fallout and eventually forced her resignation.

Phumtham Wechayachai's interim government maintained the diplomatic strategy but as violence escalated, decision-making began shifting away from elected officials to the military.

This shift became more explicit under Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, who authorised the armed forces to take the lead in responding to Cambodia.

"While military responses may be necessary during emergencies, democratic governance requires clear limits," Assoc Prof Thasothorn said. "If the military's role expands too far, it risks creating a precedent for future interventions."

At the same time, the conflict sparked a surge in Thai nationalism, strengthening public support for hard-line military action. This sentiment is likely to influence future elections, with political parties expected to adopt more nationalistic platforms.

Foreign policy rejig

Thailand's diplomatic posture hardened significantly after Sihasak Phuangketkeow became foreign minister under Mr Anutin's government. Thailand issued stronger protest notes and public statements at international forums.

This shift, Assoc Prof Thasothorn noted, marks a clear departure from earlier administrations. Thailand may also revisit its development assistance to Cambodia, particularly in infrastructure and education, to avoid inadvertently strengthening a neighbour that could turn against it.

Superpower attention

Both China and the United States closely monitored Thailand's response, aware that Thailand's alignment has implications for regional power balance.

China remains deeply embedded in the Mekong sub-region through infrastructure and economic initiatives. The US, meanwhile, sees Thailand as a strategic counterweight to China's regional influence.

However, Washington's approach today differs from the past. Barack Obama's "Pivot to Asia" and Mr Trump's Indo-Pacific Strategy both produced limited results. Thailand's increasing closeness to Beijing also forces Washington to act cautiously.

Even as Mr Trump hoped the ceasefire might bolster his profile, US officials remain aware of Thailand's strategic importance -- and its potential to drift further towards China. "Both major powers remain deeply interested, but neither can dictate outcomes as they once did," Assoc Prof Thasothorn said.

Thailand at crossroads

The Thai-Cambodian conflict has ended, at least for now, but the lessons are far from over. Thailand faces the challenge of rebuilding trust with a volatile neighbour while strengthening its own strategic resilience.

The fighting revealed weaknesses in Asean crisis response, exposed the limitations of international law, and underscored the vulnerability of border economies. It also intensified major-power competition and reshaped Thailand's domestic political landscape.

For Thailand, the path forward must balance diplomacy with deterrence, rebuild economic security on the border, and reassert clear civilian control in defence decision-making.

The country also must navigate renewed US-China competition without compromising sovereignty or stability. The ceasefire holds -- but the real work has only just begun.
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                                A research team from the Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation has confirmed the rediscovery of a plant species believed lost for more than 130 years.
The species, known locally as hu suea bai khon or the hairy coleus, was first recorded in November 1896 by British botanist Charles Curtis on limestone cliffs in Phangnga province.

It was later described as a new species, Plectranthus tomentifolius Suddee, in the Kew Bulletin in 2004, based on a single preserved specimen held in Singapore. At the time, botanists assumed it had already vanished from the wild.

Decades of follow-up surveys across southern limestone ecosystems failed to yield any trace until a national project to study plant diversity on limestone formations led to fresh fieldwork in Khao Sok National Park in Surat Thani in 2021, and Phangnga Bay National Park in Phangnga in 2025.

Led by Naiyana Tetsana, a senior forestry botanist, the team spotted an unfamiliar shrub clinging to cliffs, which had to be collected using long-hand tools. Specimens were examined by botanical experts, who confirmed the plant as the long-lost species. The rediscovery provides vital information for future research, conservation planning and sustainable use.

Advances in plant taxonomy have since reassigned the species to the genus Coleus. Its updated scientific name, Coleus tomentifolius (Suddee) Suddee, was published in the journal PhytoKeys in 2019.

The plant has oval-shaped leaves that are 2-3.5 centimetres wide and 3-8cm long, bearing hairs on both surfaces. The flowers are white tinged with pink, with an open-mouthed shape. They grow to about 1cm in length.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3168299/plant-species-resurfaces-after-vanishing-for-over-130-years



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Myanmar rape-murder suspect deported from Thailand by mistake                

                Immigration officials in Tak province face investigation after communication breakdown
              

                                  
                    
                      
                      
                                                  
                        

                        [image: Suspect Thonta Aung, a Myanmar national, is accused of raping and killing a Thai woman in Tak province in November. He was deported along with a large group of others as immigration officials claim they never received the paperwork to detain him for trial. (Photo: Immigration Division 5)]
                      
                                              
                          Suspect Thonta Aung, a Myanmar national, is accused of raping and killing a Thai woman in Tak province in November. He was deported along with a large group of others as immigration officials claim they never received the paperwork to detain him for trial. (Photo: Immigration Division 5)                        

                                          

                  

                                Thai police are pursuing a Myanmar man accused of raping and killing a Thai woman in the northern province of Tak, after discovering he had been mistakenly deported by immigration officials.
Authorities say a communication breakdown occurred, and a fact-finding committee will determine if it was intentional or negligent, with disciplinary and criminal proceedings against anyone found to be involved.

Pol Maj Gen Sarawut Khonyai, the commander of Immigration Division 5, on Saturday ordered Tak immigration officials to gather all the facts.

The case began in November when Thai media outlets reported that a woman had filed a petition seeking justice after her mother was raped and killed by a worker from Myanmar on Nov 11.

The suspect, identified as Thonta Aung, was transferred to the Tak immigration office in Mae Sot district on Nov 15, according to Division 5. On the same day, police sent a letter requesting suspension of his deportation as he was a suspect in a murder case.

At the time, investigators had not yet issued an arrest warrant, pending DNA test results, it said.

On Dec 18, the warrant was issued and police officers from the Pawor station went to the immigration office to take the suspect into custody, only to discover he had been sent to Myanmar a month earlier.

A total of 50 Myanmar migrants, including Thonta Aung, were deported from Mae Sot on Nov 16 and officers there insisted they had not received any suspension notice, said Pol Maj Gen Sarawut.

Police investigators are now coordinating with Myanmar authorities to bring the suspect back to face trial in Thailand as soon as possible, the division said.
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                                WASHINGTON - The United States attacked Venezuela and deposed its long-serving autocratic President Nicolas Maduro on Saturday, President Donald Trump said, in Washington's most direct intervention in Latin America since the 1989 invasion of Panama.
"The United States of America has successfully carried out a large scale strike against Venezuela and its  leader, President Nicolas Maduro, who has been, along with his wife, captured and flown out of the country," Trump said in a post on his Truth Social network.

Ahead of the overnight strikes, the US had accused Maduro of running a "narco-state" and rigging the 2024 election, which the opposition said it won overwhelmingly.

The Venezuelan leader, a 63-year-old former bus driver handpicked by the dying Hugo Chavez to succeed him in 2013, has denied those claims and said Washington was intent on taking control of his nation's oil reserves, the largest in the world.

The US has not made such a direct intervention in its backyard region since the invasion of Panama 37 years ago to depose military leader Manuel Noriega over similar allegations. Venezuela's government said civilians and military personnel died in Saturday's strikes but did not give figures.

Trump said the operation was carried out "in conjunction with US Law Enforcement", promising more details at a press conference at his Mar-a-Lago resort in Florida later in the day.

Maduro was captured by elite special forces troops, a US official told Reuters. Republican US Senator Mike Lee said Secretary of State Marco Rubio had told him Maduro would stand trial on criminal charges in the United States.

Rubio "anticipates no further action in Venezuela now that Maduro is in US custody", Lee wrote on X.

In the Panama case, Noriega ended up in prison for 20 years.

Venezuelan Vice President Delcy Rodriguez, who could take charge of government, said she did not know the whereabouts of either Maduro or his wife.

"We demand that President Donald Trump's government provide immediate proof of life for President Maduro and the First Lady," Rodriguez said in an audio played on state TV.

Defence Minister Vladimir Padrino condemned the intervention.

"Free, independent and sovereign Venezuela rejects with all the strength of its libertarian history the presence of these foreign troops, which have only left behind death, pain and destruction," Padrino said in a video broadcast on state media about the same time that Trump posted his message.

"Today we clench our fist in defence of what is ours. Let us unite, [?]for in the unity of the people we will find the strength to resist and to triumph."

With Venezuelans nervously wondering what would come next, Interior Minister Diosdado Cabello appeared on state TV on a street and wearing a helmet and flak jacket, urging people not to cooperate with the "terrorist enemy". (Story continues below)
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Painful memories

While various Latin American governments oppose Maduro and say he stole the 2024 vote, direct US action revives painful memories of past interventions and is generally strongly opposed by governments and populations in the region.

Trump's action recalls the Monroe Doctrine, laid out in 1823 by President James Monroe, laying US claim to influence in the region, as well as the "gunboat diplomacy" seen under Theodore Roosevelt in the early 1900s.

The Venezuelan opposition, headed by recent Nobel Peace Prize winner Maria Corina Machado, said in a statement on X that it had no official comment on the events. It says Maduro has repeatedly cheated it of power in elections, as well as crushing street protests and jailing opposition figures.

Maduro has mocked Machado as being in Trump's pocket.

In the early hours of Saturday, explosions rocked Caracas and elsewhere, prompting Maduro's government to declare a national emergency and mobilise troops. It said attacks also took place in the states of Miranda, Aragua and La Guaira.

Blasts, aircraft and black smoke could be seen across Caracas from about 2am for roughly 90 minutes.

Residents expressed shock and fear as they captured video of billowing smoke and bright orange flashes in the sky. "My love, oh no, look at that", said one woman in a video, gasping at blasts in the distance.

Carmen Marquez, 50, a resident of the eastern part of the capital, said she went to her roof and could hear planes at different altitudes, though she could not see them.

"Flare-like lights were crossing the sky and then explosions could be heard. We're worried about what's coming next. We don't know anything from the government, only what the  state television says," she said.

A power outage affected the southern area of Caracas, near a major military base, witnesses said. A local media outlet allied with the ruling socialist party said explosions had taken place near the Fuerte Tiuna and La Carlota military bases.

"A new dawn for Venezuela! The tyrant is gone," US Deputy Secretary of State Christopher Landau wrote on X.

The streets of Venezuela appeared relatively calm as sun rose on Saturday. Soldiers patrolled some parts.

"I'm happy, I doubted for a moment that it was happening because it's like a movie," said merchant Carolina Pimentel, 37, in the city of Maracay. "It's all calm now but I feel like at any moment everyone will be out celebrating."

Venezuelan allies Russia, Cuba and Iran were quick to condemn the strikes. Tehran called it "a blatant violation of national sovereignty and territorial integrity" and urged the UN Security Council to intervene to stop the "unlawful aggression".

Trump had repeatedly promised land operations in Venezuela and warned on Monday it would be "smart" for Maduro to leave.

The US has made a major military buildup in the region, including an aircraft carrier, warships and advanced fighter jets [?]stationed in the Caribbean. (Story continues below)
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Political backlash ahead?

Trump has sought a "blockade" of Venezuelan oil, expanded sanctions against the Maduro government and staged more than two dozen strikes on vessels the US alleges were involved in trafficking drugs in the Pacific Ocean  and Caribbean Sea.

Trump has accused Venezuela of flooding the US with drugs and his administration has for months been bombing boats it alleges were carrying them, killing more than 110 people.

Many nations have condemned the attacks as extrajudicial killings and Maduro's government has always denied any involvement with drug trafficking.

It was unclear under what legal authority the latest US strikes were carried out.

Trump's move risks a backlash from the US Congress, which has the constitutional right to declare war, and from his own political base, which favours an "America first" policy and largely opposes military intervention abroad.

At the Venezuelan state-run energy company PDVSA, oil production and refining were normal and its most important facilities had suffered no damage according to an initial assessment,  two sources with knowledge of the company's operations said.

The port of La Guaira near Caracas, one of the country's largest but one which is not used for oil operations, was reported to have suffered severe damage, one of them said.

MST Marquee analyst Saul Kavonic said oil prices were likely to jump on the near-term risk to supply but that the US strike could be bearish in the medium term if a new Venezuelan government results in sanctions being lifted and renewed foreign investment.


	Related: Bombs away for 'peace president' Trump
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                Leaders who think most carefully will be rewarded more than those who move fastest
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                                The first week of January is when leaders like to talk about fresh starts. New strategies. New tools. New priorities.
But 2026 will not wait politely for plans to settle. It will move fast -- and it will quickly expose how leaders actually think, decide and lead.

This year will not be defined by who adopts the latest technology. It will be defined by who has the judgement to use it wisely.

AI Is No Longer the Story

Let's get this out of the way early. In 2026, AI is not the headline. Everyone has access to it. Everyone is experimenting with it. Saying "we are using AI" will sound as impressive as saying "we use email".

The real issue is what happens after adoption.

When tools become normal, people stop questioning them. Decisions get automated because it is efficient, not because it is smart. In 2026, the most dangerous phrase in leadership may be, "The system decided".

Strong leaders will be the ones willing to pause and ask, "Does this decision still need human judgement?"

This Is the Year Neutral Leadership Stops Working

Many leaders have survived uncertainty by staying vague -- delaying decisions, avoiding tough conversations and hoping clarity will emerge on its own.

That strategy runs out in 2026.

Employees, customers and investors are not asking leaders to be perfect. They are asking them to be clear. Silence now reads as avoidance. Ambiguity feels like a lack of courage.

In 2026, leadership will require visible values and decisive choices, even when the answers are incomplete.

Skills Matter -- but Mindsets Decide

Reskilling will continue to dominate agendas in 2026. Most organisations will invest heavily. Many will be frustrated by the results.

Why? Because skills do not travel well without the right mindset.

This year will reward people who can unlearn quickly, question assumptions and adapt without waiting for instructions. Curiosity will outperform experience. Flexibility will matter more than technical expertise.

The uncomfortable reality: some of the most qualified professionals will struggle, while others with fewer credentials will move ahead faster.

Learning Will Feel Less Comfortable -- and More Real

If learning feels smooth and inspiring in 2026, it is probably not deep enough.

Real learning this year will come from friction -- failed experiments, difficult feedback and honest reflection. Formal training still has value, but it will no longer be enough on its own.

The organisations that move fastest will be those that make it safe to say, "I don't know," and are expected to ask, "What did we learn?"

Burnout Becomes a Leadership Issue

In 2026, burnout will stop being explained away as a personal resilience problem. It will be recognised for what it is: a leadership and system design failure.

Organisations that continue to reward exhaustion while talking about well-being will lose trust -- and talent. Sustainable performance will become a serious business issue, not a wellness slogan.

People are no longer asking for less work. They are asking for work that makes sense.

The Question that Defines 2026

The year has just started, but the dividing line is already clear.

2026 will not reward leaders who move fastest. It will reward leaders who think most carefully. Technology will amplify both wisdom and carelessness -- and it will do so publicly.

The question for leaders this January is not, "What are our plans?" It is, "Are we prepared to lead with judgement, clarity and courage -- starting now?"

Because this year, the difference will show early.

Arinya Talerngsri is Senior Vice President, Local Partner and Managing Director at BTS Thailand (formerly SEAC), part of the BTS Group, a leading global strategy implementation firm. She is passionate about revolutionising education and creating opportunities for Thais and people worldwide. Executives and organisations looking to collaborate or learn more about leadership development, talent development, succession planning and organisational transformation can contact her directly at arinya.talerngsri@bts.com or visit her LinkedIn profile.
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                                While the crypto trading industry expects a bright outlook in 2026, thanks to improved regulatory clarity and growing institutional investors, Binance TH expressed concerns over the stagnant economy that could affect nationwide adoption.

Nirun Fuwattananukul, chief executive of Binance TH by Gulf Binance, said the Thai economy is expected to expand at a low rate, facing significant headwinds from external trade policies and internal structural issues.

"The outlook for the Thai economy in 2026 is fragile and decelerating with a high degree of uncertainty," he told the Bangkok Post.

In Mr Nirun's view, the economy will be caught in a pincer movement of Trump's tariff shock hitting exports and an internal credit crunch where high household debt limits consumption and banks tighten lending standards.

The country's key challenges for 2026 include a slowing global economy and rising protectionism, which will dampen external demand, he said. Indirect effects from US-China trade tensions could disrupt supply chains for intermediate goods, Mr Nirun added.

A lower interest rate environment signals a state of "economic stagnation rather than healthy stability", he said.

Domestic political uncertainty pre- and post-election will likely delay budget disbursements and affect investor confidence, said Mr Nirun.

"Household debt remains at critical levels of more than 86% of GDP. Deteriorating loan quality, reflected through rising non-performing loans, means banks will restrict lending, stifling domestic consumption and the liquidity of small and medium-sized enterprises," he said.

Thailand is losing its charm to competitors, such as Vietnam, due to outdated production structures, high energy costs and an ageing workforce, making it harder to attract new foreign direct investment, said Mr Nirun.

BULLISH OUTLOOK

In terms of price movements, Merkle Capital, a digital asset advisory firm regulated by the Securities and Exchange Commission, projects Bitcoin to trade sideways in a range of US$70,000-94,000 in 2026.

Despite the structural progress, short-term price movements remain cautious, said Panuwit Taiyanon, senior investment consultant at Merkle.

A clear breakout above the $94,000 resistance level is needed to confirm a new bullish cycle, he added.

In its recently released "2026 Digital Asset Outlook", Grayscale predicts that Bitcoin will reach a new all-time high in the first half of the year.

The world's largest digital-asset focused investment platform also stated that while quantum computing presents a future risk to blockchain security, it is unlikely to disrupt Bitcoin or other digital assets in 2026.

This bullish outlook comes despite the ongoing Bitcoin price weakness as prices tumbled to around the $88,000-range from its peak of $126,198 set on Oct 5.

The report describes 2026 as the "Dawn of the Institutional Era" amid growing demand for alternative stores of value.

As regulation progresses outstandingly in the US, Grayscale also expects a broader range of cryptocurrencies to be offered through exchange-traded products by 2026 in addition to Bitcoin and Ethereum.

Bitcoin has traditionally followed a four-year cycle tied to halving events, with sharp drawdowns often following cycle peaks.

"Crypto asset class is in a sustained bull market. 2026 will mark the end of the apparent four-year cycle. We expect rising valuations in 2026, and we think the price of Bitcoin could exceed its previous high in the first half of the year," the financial giant said in the report.

The firm believes that AI-linked crypto platforms and next-generation blockchains would also be interesting to watch next year.

Policy analysts also expect 2026 to be a pivotal year for crypto regulation in the US, particularly following the passage of stablecoin legislation.

Cathy Yoon, general counsel at crypto research firm Temporal, said the next phase will focus less on legislation and more on execution.

"With stablecoin legislation now passed, the real impact will come from implementation -- examinations, disclosures and how these assets integrate into payments and financial infrastructure," she said.
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                                The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) continues to face significant structural and cyclical challenges this year, after posting the weakest performance in the region in 2025.

With the index falling more than 10% over the first 11 months of 2025, market participants see an urgent need to restore investor confidence and improve the competitiveness of the Thai bourse.

Multiple factors have contributed to the SET's underperformance, including prolonged domestic political uncertainty, the impact of US tariff policies, ongoing global trade tensions, geopolitical risks, concerns over corporate transparency and governance, and disruptions from natural disasters.

The combined effect of these factors eroded the attractiveness of Thai equities compared with regional peers.

Market liquidity has deteriorated sharply, with average daily trading value shrinking to 30-40 billion baht from nearly 100 billion baht at its peak. As a consequence, Thailand lost its position as the most liquid equity market in the region.

The decline in turnover has put pressure on securities firms, with more than half expected to post operating losses, raising the likelihood of industry consolidation in 2026.

Foreign investors have continued to sell Thai equities, with net outflows exceeding 100 billion baht in 2025 and cumulative outflows of more than 300 billion baht over the past three years. Attracting foreign capital has become increasingly difficult amid global uncertainties.

SET president Asadej Kongsiri said the exchange remains focused on attracting high-quality investors across all segments, but stressed that the core challenge lies in making Thai listed companies more attractive.

The bourse has therefore launched the Jump+ programme, a flagship initiative under its three-year strategic plan to enhance corporate value, governance and long-term competitiveness.

Meanwhile, US equities attracted massive inflows in 2025, driven by technology stocks and artificial intelligence trends, while earnings of listed Thai companies have weakened overall, dampening investor sentiment, noted Mr Asadej.

According to Rongrak Phanapavudhikul, senior executive vice-president of the SET, structural weaknesses are also reflected in Thailand's shrinking presence in global indices. MSCI has reduced Thailand's weighting to just 19 stocks, while initial public offering (IPO) activity has dropped sharply.

Once a regional leader, Thailand's IPO fundraising in 2025 is expected to total only US$348 million, the lowest in Southeast Asia, he said.

Although investor confidence has shown signs of stabilisation since mid-2025, Mr Rongrak noted improving sentiment does not necessarily translate into immediate investment inflows. Another major challenge is the changing investor demographic.

"The market is shifting from Generation X investors, who favour dividend income and long-term holdings, to Generation Y and Z, who prefer higher growth and more volatile assets such as cryptocurrencies," he said.

Younger investors also have greater access to overseas investments through instruments like depositary receipts, leading to capital outflows from domestic equities, said Mr Rongrak.

Looking ahead, he identified four major challenges for the Thai stock market in 2026. The first is Thailand's relatively weak economic growth compared with Asean peers, which has caused the SET index to lag global markets in recent years.

Unresolved global trade conflicts and geopolitical risks remain a persistent threat. Thirdly, some Thai companies may increasingly choose overseas listings.

Finally, the market must strengthen trust, confidence and corporate governance to meet international standards, particularly those set by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), which Thailand aims to join, noted Mr Rongrak.

According to Mr Asadej, OECD assessments have highlighted a "tick-the-box" approach to governance among Thai companies, stressing that genuine governance must be embedded in corporate culture through continuous effort.

To tackle these challenges, he said the SET plans to move forward with its 2026 strategy to enhance the attractiveness of the Thai capital market, built on four pillars -- quality demand, attractive supply, a trusted market and a supportive ecosystem -- aimed at restoring confidence and ensuring long-term market sustainability.
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                                Thailand has rejected foreign media reports that it has seized Cambodian territory or blocked Cambodian villagers from returning to their homes, insisting all Thai operations remain strictly within its jurisdiction.
The Joint Press Centre on the Thailand-Cambodia Border Situation said recent descriptions by some foreign media outlets of Thailand "occupying" Cambodian land misrepresented both the facts on the ground and the legal status of the disputed areas.

Thai authorities said all actions have taken place either inside Thailand's sovereign territory or in adjacent zones where boundary claims overlap and remain under bilateral and legal review.

They said none of the measures amount to aggression or territorial occupation.

The aim of Thailand's operations, the centre said, are to protect civilians, defend sovereignty and prevent escalation along a tense border.

The joint press centre also said it recognises the role of the media and encourages reporting that is accurate, balanced and reflective of the legal status of the areas concerned, to avoid gross misunderstanding within the international community.

The Foreign Affairs Ministry says Ban Nong Chan, which was claimed by Cambodia as its own, in Sa Kaeo, was originally a lawful Thai farming village.

During Cambodia's civil war (1975-79), Thailand opened the area as a refugee reception centre on humanitarian grounds. The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the International Committee of the Red Cross used it as a major relief base, making the village a symbol of Thai compassion, the press centre said.

Tensions emerged in the early 1980s as a temporary refuge shifted into a long-term settlement. Although most refugees returned home, some remained and built permanent houses over about 2,700 rai of Thai farmland, claiming ownership through long residence.

Thailand cites the 1:50,000 map confirming full Thai sovereignty, while Cambodia continues to assert claims, advancing step by step until the area is perceived as "overlapping territory" from the Cambodian perspective.

According to the army, after Thai troops secured the border area of Ban Nong Chan, barbed wire and shipping containers were installed as a temporary barrier.

On Thursday night, Thai army engineers moved in to clear and demolish what they described as illegal Cambodian-built structures that had stood in the area for more than 40 years.

Heavy machinery was used to dismantle the structures. Locals thanked the military for taking control of the area as they regained their farmlands after being forced out by Cambodian troops for four decades.

Meanwhile, Cambodian spokesman Pen Bona warned Phnom Penh would not accept border changes imposed by force.

He welcomed the release of 18 Cambodian soldiers as a confidence-building step but urged both sides to pursue legal mechanisms under the December 2025 Joint Boundary Committee commitments.

Responding to accusations of Thai attacks around the Preah Vihear temple complex, the Thai army shared clips showing Cambodian forces converting parts of the World Heritage site into a military base.

Additional footage showed Thai soldiers discovering an underground tunnel network, while video from Samed Pass revealed seized firearms and grenades.

In Surin's Prasat Khana area, Thai soldiers reported finding women's clothing, sex toys, gambling paraphernalia and alcohol inside another abandoned Cambodian post.

The 2nd Army Region's assessment on Thursday noted no direct clashes, though Cambodian forces are reinforcing positions, delivering supplies and deploying UAV reconnaissance.
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                                Thailand's exports in 2026 are expected to face volatility and challenges due to a global economic slowdown that is dampening demand in key trading nations.
High household debt will curb purchasing power, while a sluggish recovery in the global labour market, geopolitical uncertainties, and rising trade protectionism will continue to influence this sector, noted the Thai National Shippers' Council (TNSC).

Dhanakorn Kasetrsuwan, chairman of TNSC, said shipments this year will be gradual and uneven, rather than a clear upward trend, because of the fragility of the global economy.

The structure of international trade is shifting, moving from a focus on cost efficiency to greater emphasis on supply chain security, sustainability, and compliance with updated trade regulations, he said.

Export growth is likely to vary across different markets and product categories. Exporters who can quickly adapt, maintain credibility, and comply with environmental and labour standards are expected to gain a competitive advantage, said Mr Dhanakorn.

Key risks include the sluggish recovery of major trading partners, particularly the US and Europe, as well as geopolitical situations affecting shipping routes and logistics costs. Additional challenges arise from fierce competition from countries with lower production costs, exchange rate fluctuations impacting profitability, and emerging trade barriers, especially those related to environmental and carbon regulations.

On the positive side, diversifying import sources among trading partners enhances Thailand's role as a reliable production hub. Strong demand for food products and processed agricultural goods persists, bolstered further by existing free-trade agreements that facilitate market access.

The council recommended setting realistic export targets aligned with the current global economic climate, suggesting a proper growth of 2-4%. This projection takes into account existing risks and enables the private sector to operate the businesses effectively.

The TNSC identified promising markets with growth potential: Southeast Asia; the Middle East for food and construction materials; India as consumer demand grows; and specific product categories in China.

Exporters should also maintain their existing market shares in the US, the EU and Japan.

TACKLING CHALLENGES

Mr Dhanakorn expressed concern about several export product groups including labour-intensive industries such as textiles and garments and primary agricultural products facing price fluctuations, and small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) that often face price competition.

To address these challenges, he recommended several solutions: adding value to products; reducing dependence on price competition; providing better support to exporters, particularly SMEs in managing exchange rate risks; and advocating for tangible measures to explore new market opportunities.

He also called for efforts to reduce logistics costs and expedite assistance to ensure compliance with environmental standards and new global trade regulations.

"This year is a period of adjustment and a test of exporters' competitiveness, rather than one of rapid growth. Entrepreneurs who can adapt their strategies, diversify their markets, and effectively manage risks will find ways to remain resilient and achieve growth amid global economic uncertainties," Mr Dhanakorn said.

[image: ]

PROMISING SECTORS

Sharing insights on the export outlook for industrial products in 2026, Nantapong Chiralerspong, director-general of the Trade Policy and Strategy Office, identified sectors with high growth potential including electronics and electrical appliances such as computers and peripherals, printed circuit boards, transformers, and other electrical devices. The automotive, auto parts and accessories; machinery and parts; and smartphone sectors are also expected to thrive.

These trends are largely attributed to structural shifts in the global economy towards a digital, artificial intelligence-driven world, coupled with the diversification of global supply chains that aim to elevate Thai products into high-value-added markets.

This shift is fuelling demand for advanced technology, efficient electrical devices, smartphones, tablets, and data storage solutions, in line with the growth of electric vehicle and advanced machinery sectors.

Mr Nantapong said exports of agricultural and agro-industrial products are also expected to benefit from the food security megatrend in 2026.

Despite challenges from trade barriers and market competition, several products show notable growth potential. These include: processed chicken; fresh, chilled, and frozen shrimp; various types of meat and offal; and plant and animal fats and oils like soybean and palm oil.

There is also an increasing demand for pet food, wheat products, and other finished foods, driven by trends in food security, health-conscious lifestyles, and the growing humanisation of pets. Together, these factors are driving the market towards high-value, innovative food products that meet internationally accepted sanitary standards.

SLOWING SECTORS

Mr Nantapong identified product categories that require close attention, which include petroleum-related items such as chemicals, plastic resins, crude oil, and refined petroleum products, as well as gems and jewellery and air conditioners.

These sectors are impacted by fluctuating energy prices, reduced purchasing power for luxury goods, and stricter tariff barriers in the US market.

To maintain competitiveness and ensure market stability amid stricter trade regulations in the future, Mr Nantapong urged Thai entrepreneurs to accelerate their adoption of smart technologies and sustainability standards.

Regarding agricultural exports, growth is expected to slow for products like: rubber; rice; fresh, chilled, frozen, and dried fruit; canned and processed seafood; seasonings, canned vegetables, and processed vegetables.

This slowdown is a result of tighter trade barriers in the US and China, coupled with lower competitiveness as a result of the baht's appreciation and rising production costs compared to major competitors like India and Vietnam.

There are also high global supply levels and inventories in trading partner countries, Mr Nantapong said.

Mr Nantapong said in 2026, Thailand's export sector must reassess its strategies in response to trade protectionism and geopolitical uncertainties.

He foresees heightened pressure on the export outlook this year from economic slowdowns in trading partner nations and US trade policies that are set to take full effect.

Mr Nantapong said while tensions among major global powers could show signs of easing, uncertainties persist, particularly as the US may implement more targeted trade measures or tariffs on circumvention goods.

Moreover, he said persistent global inflation constrains monetary policy easing and affects consumption in key markets, including the US, China, and Europe.

Despite these challenges, Mr Nantapong said there were opportunities for export growth in emerging markets, particularly in India, the Middle East, and the CLMV countries (Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and Vietnam), which benefit from production relocation and strong domestic purchasing power. These regions represent a crucial factor for diversifying economic risks in the near future.
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                                Thailand, famed for its beaches and relaxing vibes, saw its first decline in tourist arrivals in years in 2025, as holidaymakers' confidence was rattled by a series of events that rocked the nation.
The number of arrivals fell to 33 million last year, marking a 7.2% year-on-year decline in what was also the first annual drop in international arrivals in a decade outside the coronavirus 2019 (Covid-19) pandemic period.

The year started badly, with many Chinese travellers scrapping plans to visit after actor Wang Xing was abducted from Thailand and later rescued from a scam centre in neighbouring Myanmar. Thailand was then rocked by Myanmar's biggest earthquake in a century, a bloody border conflict with Cambodia, severe flooding in the South and a political crisis that brought a new government to power.

Malaysians topped the list of foreign visitors with 4.5 million people, followed by 4.47 million Chinese tourists and 2.5 million holidaymakers from India, according to the Ministry of Tourism and Sports data released Thursday. Russian travellers ranked fourth at 1.9 million followed by South Koreans at 1.6 million, according to ministry data.

Tourism revenue generated by foreign visitors totalled 1.5 trillion baht (US$47.6 billion) last year, down 4.7% year-on-year, the ministry data show. Total tourism revenue coming from visitors and domestic travellers was registered at 2.7 trillion baht, down 1.3% year-on-year.

Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) governor Thapanee Kiatphaibool said the agency expects the country to welcome 36.7 million foreign tourists in 2026, with visitors from short-haul markets anticipated to make up more than 70% of international arrivals.

Chinese holidaymakers are projected to total 6.7 million, matching the 2024 arrivals number, she added.
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                                Leading banks from Southeast Asia and the Middle East - including OCBC, Bangkok Bank, First Abu Dhabi Bank and Qatar National Bank - have joined the Hong Kong Monetary Authority's (HKMA) expanded yuan liquidity facility, underscoring the city's push as a global offshore renminbi (RMB) business hub.
The HKMA said on Monday it had doubled the quota it allocated to banks under the Renminbi Business Facility to 100 billion yuan (US$14 billion) from Dec 1, the maximum allowed under the scheme.

The number of lenders under the programme expanded to 40 from 25, with each receiving a quota according to their client base and demand, the HKMA said.

This marked the first time Middle East banks joined the scheme. First Abu Dhabi Bank is the largest bank in the United Arab Emirates.

More Southeast Asia lenders were also added, including the region's second-largest lender, Oversea-Chinese Banking Corporation (OCBC) and its local arm OCBC Hong Kong, as well as Thailand's largest lender Bangkok Bank.

Other new participants include ING Bank, Taiwan's Bank SinoPac, and Hong Kong-based Dah Sing Bank and CMB Wing Lung Bank.

"With the support of the People's Bank of China, the HKMA will continue to closely monitor the progress of the RMB Business Facility," said Eddie Yue Wai-man, chief executive of the HKMA. Yue said more banks could be included depending on demand, "with the aim of promoting yuan use in the real economy and fostering offshore yuan growth in Hong Kong".

The HKMA launched the trade finance liquidity facility in February, initially granting 50 billion yuan in quotas to 24 major lenders, including HSBC, Standard Chartered, BNP Paribas and Deutsche Bank, to provide stable yuan funding for trade finance.

In September, the HKMA said the facility was replaced by the RMB Business Facility, with the same quota but expanded scope. Enhancements introduced in October lowered funding costs to match those in Shanghai, while extending loan tenures to one year, in addition to options for one, three and six months.

From Dec 1, the second stage of enhancements allowed banks to tap yuan funds for direct investment or general working capital for clients in Hong Kong or overseas. Yue said this was the most important upgrade, enabling yuan financing to support the real economy. The authority said the expansion enhanced "Hong Kong's capacity in channelling offshore RMB funds to the global market".

HSBC, Standard Chartered and Bank of China (Hong Kong) - the city's three note-issuing banks - separately said they had already used the facility under the new quota.

HSBC said it provided a 1.4 billion yuan working capital loan to a subsidiary of a mainland China-listed company with overseas operations, marking one of the client's first offshore yuan loans.

"By participating in the RMB Business Facility, we offer greater flexibility in financing to support corporate clients' growth and investment," said Frank Fang, head of commercial banking for Hong Kong and Macau at HSBC, in a statement on Monday. "This enhanced scheme also strengthens the ability of banks in Hong Kong to support mainland China enterprises in their global expansion, playing to the city's strength as a leading offshore RMB financing hub."

Standard Chartered said it had extended yuan loans to Sany Heavy Equipment International Holdings, jewellery retailer Lao Feng Xiang, and personal hygiene products maker Hengan International.

BOCHK said it arranged loans for textile company Texhong International Group and developer Henderson Land Group, while parent Bank of China provided loans worth over 1 billion yuan each to overseas clients.
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                                Unfavourable economic conditions, political instability, soaring medical costs and natural disaster risks are the top challenges facing insurance companies in Thailand, while the country's ageing society could support continued health insurance expansion.
Guillaume Mirabaud, chief executive of AXA Insurance Thailand, said there are several challenges for 2026, with the top concern the economic context.

"Global macro uncertainty is unfavourable for business development. Further stabilisation may help a return to a more favourable trend," he said.

"Political instability in the country is another negative factor, as investors and companies lack predictability."

In terms of insurance, he said the key risk is natural catastrophes following the earthquake in March and several floods, including the recent inundation in the southern provinces.

"This is a strong reminder that Thai society needs to prepare for more extreme events, as climate change is not theoretical," said Mr Mirabaud.

Insurance companies should revise their underwriting as prices will "inevitably increase", he said.

"Individuals and small business owners should be aware they will need better coverage," said Mr Mirabaud.

[image: Mirabaud: Climate change not theoretical]
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On the regulatory front, he said insurers are expected to be improved, with Thai risk monitoring and good insurance practices catching up with more mature markets.

"This includes setting up ground rules for electric vehicles, which have resulted in heavy losses to date, as well as eventually enforcing a named driver for each motor policy," said Mr Mirabaud.

On health insurance, the key challenge will be to keep medical costs under control, so that more people can access private insurance and be better protected. "This requires a strong political will to contain medical expenses and a deal between medical providers and insurance sectors under the monitoring of regulator and government," Mr Mirabaud stressed.

Besides macroeconomic and political instability, the low-interest rate environment is another major headwind that insurers are encountering, says the Thai unit of German insurer Allianz.

The Bank of Thailand's Monetary Policy Committee, at its final meeting of 2025, lowered the policy interest rate by 25 basis points to 1.25% to help an economy beset by multiple challenges including political uncertainty, a strengthening baht, and US tariffs.

The central bank also said it would continue to ease monetary policy to support economic growth

Thomas Wilson, country manager, president and chief executive of Allianz Ayudhya Assurance, said low interest rates do not help attract investments to unit-linked products, a type of life insurance policy that combines life insurance protection with investment opportunities through unit-linked funds.

"I think consumer confidence and their willingness to commit to long-term savings and long-term health premiums is decreasing," he said.

Meanwhile, Thailand is approaching a demographic milestone, with 21.3% of the population over 60 in 2025. The figure is projected to rise to 25% in 2030 and nearly 30% by 2040.

"Thailand has one of the oldest demographics in the world, with the trend likely to accelerate," said Mr Wilson.

Coupled with demographics, the increase of emerging diseases is among the factors driving health insurance premiums, which are expected to expand by nearly 10% in both 2025 and this year, according to Piyapadh Vana-Ukrit, chairman of the accident and health insurance committee at the Thai General Insurance Association.
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                                While the crypto trading industry expects a bright outlook in 2026, thanks to improved regulatory clarity and growing institutional investors, Binance TH expressed concerns over the stagnant economy that could affect nationwide adoption.
Nirun Fuwattananukul, chief executive of Binance TH by Gulf Binance, said the Thai economy is expected to expand at a low rate, facing significant headwinds from external trade policies and internal structural issues.

"The outlook for the Thai economy in 2026 is fragile and decelerating with a high degree of uncertainty," he told the Bangkok Post.

In Mr Nirun's view, the economy will be caught in a pincer movement of Trump's tariff shock hitting exports and an internal credit crunch where high household debt limits consumption and banks tighten lending standards.

The country's key challenges for 2026 include a slowing global economy and rising protectionism, which will dampen external demand, he said. Indirect effects from US-China trade tensions could disrupt supply chains for intermediate goods, Mr Nirun added.

A lower interest rate environment signals a state of "economic stagnation rather than healthy stability", he said.

Domestic political uncertainty pre- and post-election will likely delay budget disbursements and affect investor confidence, said Mr Nirun.

"Household debt remains at critical levels of more than 86% of GDP. Deteriorating loan quality, reflected through rising non-performing loans, means banks will restrict lending, stifling domestic consumption and the liquidity of small and medium-sized enterprises," he said.

Thailand is losing its charm to competitors, such as Vietnam, due to outdated production structures, high energy costs and an ageing workforce, making it harder to attract new foreign direct investment, said Mr Nirun.

BULLISH OUTLOOK

In terms of price movements, Merkle Capital, a digital asset advisory firm regulated by the Securities and Exchange Commission, projects Bitcoin to trade sideways in a range of US$70,000-94,000 in 2026.

Despite the structural progress, short-term price movements remain cautious, said Panuwit Taiyanon, senior investment consultant at Merkle.

A clear breakout above the $94,000 resistance level is needed to confirm a new bullish cycle, he added.

In its recently released "2026 Digital Asset Outlook", Grayscale predicts that Bitcoin will reach a new all-time high in the first half of the year.

The world's largest digital-asset focused investment platform also stated that while quantum computing presents a future risk to blockchain security, it is unlikely to disrupt Bitcoin or other digital assets in 2026.

This bullish outlook comes despite the ongoing Bitcoin price weakness as prices tumbled to around the $88,000-range from its peak of $126,198 set on Oct 5.

The report describes 2026 as the "Dawn of the Institutional Era" amid growing demand for alternative stores of value.

As regulation progresses outstandingly in the US, Grayscale also expects a broader range of cryptocurrencies to be offered through exchange-traded products by 2026 in addition to Bitcoin and Ethereum.

Bitcoin has traditionally followed a four-year cycle tied to halving events, with sharp drawdowns often following cycle peaks.

"Crypto asset class is in a sustained bull market. 2026 will mark the end of the apparent four-year cycle. We expect rising valuations in 2026, and we think the price of Bitcoin could exceed its previous high in the first half of the year," the financial giant said in the report.

The firm believes that AI-linked crypto platforms and next-generation blockchains would also be interesting to watch next year.

Policy analysts also expect 2026 to be a pivotal year for crypto regulation in the US, particularly following the passage of stablecoin legislation.

Cathy Yoon, general counsel at crypto research firm Temporal, said the next phase will focus less on legislation and more on execution.

"With stablecoin legislation now passed, the real impact will come from implementation -- examinations, disclosures and how these assets integrate into payments and financial infrastructure," she said.
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                                The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) continues to face significant structural and cyclical challenges this year, after posting the weakest performance in the region in 2025.
With the index falling more than 10% over the first 11 months of 2025, market participants see an urgent need to restore investor confidence and improve the competitiveness of the Thai bourse.

Multiple factors have contributed to the SET's underperformance, including prolonged domestic political uncertainty, the impact of US tariff policies, ongoing global trade tensions, geopolitical risks, concerns over corporate transparency and governance, and disruptions from natural disasters.

The combined effect of these factors eroded the attractiveness of Thai equities compared with regional peers.

Market liquidity has deteriorated sharply, with average daily trading value shrinking to 30-40 billion baht from nearly 100 billion baht at its peak. As a consequence, Thailand lost its position as the most liquid equity market in the region.

The decline in turnover has put pressure on securities firms, with more than half expected to post operating losses, raising the likelihood of industry consolidation in 2026.

Foreign investors have continued to sell Thai equities, with net outflows exceeding 100 billion baht in 2025 and cumulative outflows of more than 300 billion baht over the past three years. Attracting foreign capital has become increasingly difficult amid global uncertainties.

SET president Asadej Kongsiri said the exchange remains focused on attracting high-quality investors across all segments, but stressed that the core challenge lies in making Thai listed companies more attractive.

The bourse has therefore launched the Jump+ programme, a flagship initiative under its three-year strategic plan to enhance corporate value, governance and long-term competitiveness.

Meanwhile, US equities attracted massive inflows in 2025, driven by technology stocks and artificial intelligence trends, while earnings of listed Thai companies have weakened overall, dampening investor sentiment, noted Mr Asadej.

According to Rongrak Phanapavudhikul, senior executive vice-president of the SET, structural weaknesses are also reflected in Thailand's shrinking presence in global indices. MSCI has reduced Thailand's weighting to just 19 stocks, while initial public offering (IPO) activity has dropped sharply.

Once a regional leader, Thailand's IPO fundraising in 2025 is expected to total only US$348 million, the lowest in Southeast Asia, he said.

Although investor confidence has shown signs of stabilisation since mid-2025, Mr Rongrak noted improving sentiment does not necessarily translate into immediate investment inflows. Another major challenge is the changing investor demographic.

"The market is shifting from Generation X investors, who favour dividend income and long-term holdings, to Generation Y and Z, who prefer higher growth and more volatile assets such as cryptocurrencies," he said.

Younger investors also have greater access to overseas investments through instruments like depositary receipts, leading to capital outflows from domestic equities, said Mr Rongrak.

Looking ahead, he identified four major challenges for the Thai stock market in 2026. The first is Thailand's relatively weak economic growth compared with Asean peers, which has caused the SET index to lag global markets in recent years.

Unresolved global trade conflicts and geopolitical risks remain a persistent threat. Thirdly, some Thai companies may increasingly choose overseas listings.

Finally, the market must strengthen trust, confidence and corporate governance to meet international standards, particularly those set by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), which Thailand aims to join, noted Mr Rongrak.

According to Mr Asadej, OECD assessments have highlighted a "tick-the-box" approach to governance among Thai companies, stressing that genuine governance must be embedded in corporate culture through continuous effort.

To tackle these challenges, he said the SET plans to move forward with its 2026 strategy to enhance the attractiveness of the Thai capital market, built on four pillars -- quality demand, attractive supply, a trusted market and a supportive ecosystem -- aimed at restoring confidence and ensuring long-term market sustainability.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3167475/set-posts-weakest-performance-in-region



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Business
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Travel
          
        

      

      Opinion

      
        Ice obsession - the Thai way of drinking
        Ice cubes are integral to Thai life, an essential, their use ingrained in daily habits, but this ice obsession is rarely viewed through the same lens by outsiders, who see its presence in almost every beverage as peculiar.

      

      
        The life of an esports player: performance behind the screen
        We are used to seeing athletes covered in sweat, surrounded by cheering fans celebrating throughout the stadium, but when it comes to esports the cheering often turns to doubting, wondering why playing games in an air-conditioned room can be considered a sport.&nbsp;

      

      
        Inequality time bomb ticks away...
        Thailand's inequality is not just unfair; it is unethical. It decides who gets a future and who does not long before effort, talent, or choice has any chance to matter.

      

      
        Let's hope 2026 is not too amazing
        Well here we are on the fourth day of a brand new year. I trust everyone is holding up well after the festivities because it can be quite gruelling pretending to behave in a jovial fashion if you are not feeling jovial at all.

      

      
        Somaliland: Mixed motivations
        Last week Israel was the first country in the world to establish diplomatic relations with Somaliland. Not Somalia, a wreck of a country on the East African coast that has been mired in civil war for the past thirty-five years, but Somaliland, a different country just north of there that has been peaceful, relatively prosperous and even democratic for all those years.

      

      
        Act now for clean air
        As the New Year celebrations draw to a close, life is returning to normal -- along with some all-too-familiar problems. Chief among them is PM2.5, the seasonal air pollution that predictably resurfaces when pollution-generating activities resume, including open burning, industrial operations and heavy traffic.

      

      
        Academic out of line
        A Facebook post by a well-known academic who ostracised a maverick politician believed to be Rukchanok Srinork, a firebrand former MP of the progressive People's Party, is causing an uproar.

      

      
        A bright spot in global landscape
        It's time to consult the crystal snow globe and try to peer ahead to what may be on the horizon for the new year. Without question 2025 has been tumultuous but the year ahead holds cautious promise to finally solve some political crises mixed with some epic events on tap.

      

      
        Five energy market trends for 2026
        Energy markets enter 2026 in a downbeat mood as geopolitical uncertainty clouds the outlook and increasing signs of swelling oil and gas supplies threaten to sink prices.

      

      
        EU's carbon challenge
        From today, exporters of five types of products to the European Union must comply with the bloc's Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM).

      

      
        
          	
            Business
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Travel
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Ice obsession - the Thai way of drinking								

															

																	
										
											
											
																									
													
																																					
																										
												
												[image: A cup filled with ice cubes from a convenience store, offering a burst of refreshment throughout the day. (Photo: Petprakai Hansiri)]
											
																							
													A cup filled with ice cubes from a convenience store, offering a burst of refreshment throughout the day. (Photo: Petprakai Hansiri)												

																					

									

																Ice cubes are integral to Thai life, an essential, their use ingrained in daily habits, but this ice obsession is rarely viewed through the same lens by outsiders, who see its presence in almost every beverage as peculiar.
Ice was introduced as an exotic luxury almost two centuries ago. Since then, it has evolved into a deep-seated compulsion. While ice is a global commodity, Thailand's relationship with it transcends mere consumption. It is an addiction ingrained in the very fabric of daily life. To understand why this frozen fixture has remained a staple for Thais, we must delve deeper into the reasons behind it:

Hot and humid all year round

Thailand's weather is unforgiving with its high temperatures and humidity lasting all year. Ice has become a staple across every level of society. Adding it to water is not just about the chill, but it is a practical way to manage body heat and get that much-needed, momentary relief from the heat.

A culture of bold and spicy flavours

Thai cuisine is a masterclass in balance, known for its bold combination of spicy, salty, sweet, and sour. For many, these intense flavours find their perfect foil not in room-temperature water, but in a glass packed with ice. There is something about an ice-cold drink that cuts through the heat and richness of a meal, making it the ideal companion for any local table.

A cold sign of hospitality

Traditionally, offering a cold drink to a guest has always been a fundamental gesture of Thai hospitality. As ice became more accessible, it quickly set a new standard for hosting, whether at home or in a restaurant. Today, that bucket of ice is not just an add-on, it is a non-negotiable part of the meal, defining what a perfect beverage should be in the eyes of a Thai host. 

Thais are serious about their ice, treating it with as much importance as the drink itself. We do not just use whatever is available, but there is a specific ice pairing for every kind of drink. Crushed ice is the way to go for Thai tea or traditional handcrafted drinks, while standard tube ice is reserved for sodas. When it comes to desserts, nothing but shaved ice will do. Ultimately, this proves that in Thailand, ice is far more than just frozen water. It is a fun element that serves as a vital part of the flavour.

Looking beyond our borders, the world views ice through a completely different lens. It is a mere option rather than a necessity for many. For instance, they often see dropping ice cubes into a glass of beer as a horror that serves to dilute the flavour. Even among our Southeast Asian neighbours who share our stifling humidity, Thailand's obsession with ice remains an outlier. While others might enjoy a cold drink, Thais treat ice as a non-negotiable part of the experience.

While our habits might seem alien to those from other countries, it is this very uniqueness that defines the Thai spirit. We are constantly seeking the perfect match in every flavour and texture. What others dismiss as a strange obsession is actually our advantage. It allows us to discover new sensations and explore an unseen side of refreshment that the rest of the world may have yet to uncover.
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																We are used to seeing athletes covered in sweat, surrounded by cheering fans celebrating throughout the stadium, but when it comes to esports the cheering often turns to doubting, wondering why playing games in an air-conditioned room can be considered a sport. 
Even though many players put so much effort into this passion, it is still not enough for some people to accept.

When 'sweat' means 'nerves' and muscles 'reflex' 

Peope tend to underestimate the effort it takes to be a champion esports athlete, the many skills not so different from physical sports. If speed and stability are what runners need, reaction time is what esports players yearn for. Every single move, every single click and every decision can turn the tide. The brain, eyes and fingers are inseparably linked and work in synchronicity, overcoming the game second by second.

The discipline and consistency needed is unlike anything most people experience.

The image of an esports player is often one of a gaming-addicted child, yet the reality is far from that. The training schedule is 8-12 hours per day. They sleep late, practising and reviewing their performance. They watch replays to spot mistakes in their gameplay. Professional teams also have coaches, nutritionists and psychologists, who play a crucial role in alleviating stress and pressure. 

Most people are unaware of the pressure, the stress and depression that esports players must deal with. These feelings mostly come from fans' expectations and agents pushing players too hard, until they can no longer bear it. Another factor can be the toxic comments and opinions about their performance, which only add to their insecurity. The more overwhelmed the players get, the more their performance suffers.

From my own experience, doing both a job internship and being a university representative is not easy at all when your life starts at 8am and goes until 5pm, and then at 7pm you have to be ready for training that usually ends around 11pm. You have little time for yourself after practice, getting to sleep around 3-4am almost every day. Sometimes I get stressed, hammered from both directions. Especially practice. When your teammate starts to doubt you, you start to doubt yourself. When passion turns into an obligation, it is something you have to bear, to tolerate, rather than just have fun and enjoy yourself. 

Is it worth it, as a sport?

"I don't understand how it can be a sport," netizens say. Even though esports players have proven themselves over time, winning trophies all around the world, some people still refuse to see the difference between game addiction and a career as professional.

Esports has all the essential components of a true sport. It is built upon an infrastructure of championship leagues, international tournaments and standardised rules - all requiring immense skill in teamwork, analysis and fast decision-making. Athletes must follow a systematic and strict training schedule, just like other sports.

Looking at it this way, it is fair to include esports in the category of sport. People often look down on esports as "just playing games", but that is like saying chess and shooting are not sports because they do not involve constant physical movement. However, they are still considered to be sports. So why not esport?

Sometimes, global advancements are overshadowed by a single mistake.  

Esport in Thailand today is in a "self-proving" era. Many players have succeeded, winning many trophies. For example, in the PUBG Global Championship 2025, Thailand won the competition and was awarded 15.7 million baht in prize money. Sucess in the Arena of Valor International Championship 2025 (AIC 2025) also showed the potential of Thai players in the industry.

Sadly, the momentum of Thai esports was suddenly halted, overshadowed by the appeance of a rot within the community, cheating on the international stage and sending an unforgivably bad image to the world. Those who do not support esports use this incident as a weapon to attack and disgrace the honour of esports. The sweet moment of victory suddenly turns bitter, leaving a bad taste.

To me, this is both shocking and unbelievable. I never thought for a moment that a player would indulge in that kind of behaviour. 

Fortunately, we can learn, adapt and improve our standards and the security of the competition, to prevent any further dishonesty or suspicious activity. We can study this incident, use it to elevate ourselves and overcome past obstacles, embrace new opportunities and the future of Thailand.

Stars always shine

At the end of the day, those with both dreams and doubts, who question themselves, must bear the unavoidable pressures, whether from family or friends. But as long as you follow your hopes, your dreams, without being confined by the social norms that judge us, you can succeed - just  like other successful individuals who decide to write their own story.

So, will you become your own success story, or will you remain confined within the boundaries set by society? 
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																Thailand's inequality is not just unfair; it is unethical. It decides who gets a future and who does not long before effort, talent, or choice has any chance to matter.
As a new year begins, the scale of Thailand's disparity should unsettle us. In 2018, Thailand was ranked the worst in the world for wealth inequality.

Years later, it remains among the world's ten most unequal countries. Last year, it ranked the worst in Asean, according to the World Inequality Report.

The numbers are stark. The richest 1% of Thais control around one-third of national wealth. The top 10% hold close to 60%. The bottom half of the population owns less than 3%.

In income terms, the top 10% takes more than half of all earnings, while the bottom 50% share just 14%. The income gap between the top and bottom 10% ranges from 16 to 42 times.

Thailand's land disparity is among the worst in the world. Research shows the wealthiest 10% own over 60% of privately held land.

The top 1% alone hold about 40% of all land deeds. One powerful tycoon owns more than 600,000 rai. Meanwhile, millions of farmers --the backbone of the rural economy -- have little or no land to till.

At the bottom, the picture is bleak. The poorest 50% of the population own just 5% of the land. The gap between the top 20% and the bottom 20% is a staggering 325 times.

Without land, assets, or savings to absorb shocks, life offers little security and even fewer chances to escape poverty.

This is why poverty in Thailand is chronic, not temporary. Nearly one million children have dropped out of the education system, with poverty the main reason, according to the Equitable Education Fund.

Many parents are daily wage earners or have no stable jobs. When money runs out, schooling is often the first casualty. The next generation starts life already behind.

Work does not guarantee escape. About 260,000 people leave home each year in search of jobs. Most are young. Most have no education beyond secondary school. They find work in factories, shops, and informal services, poorly paid and insecure.

Illness tightens the trap. For many low-income families, getting sick is a financial disaster. Some delay treatment. Others cannot afford transport to a hospital. Illnesses mean loss of income, debt, and deeper poverty.

Old age does not mean retirement. The National Statistical Office says at least one in five elderly people live on less than 100 baht a day. Two-thirds have no savings. One in four owns no assets at all. More than one-third of the 14 million elderly are still working, not by choice but by necessity.

The result is a cycle that renews itself. A child born into the bottom half of Thai society has only a 35% chance of moving up.

Nearly half the population is poor or at risk of plunging into poverty, says the Office of the National Economic and Social Development Council. Poverty is not a fringe condition; it is a national one.

Against this reality, the claim that the poor are poor because they do not try hard enough is not only wrong, but morally bankrupt. The poor work in often harder and under harsher conditions than most. What they lack is not effort, but opportunity, and a system willing to provide it.

This is why inequality is a moral and political issue, not just an economic one. The focus can no longer be on poverty reduction alone. The deeper problem is the extreme concentration of wealth -- and the policies along with cultural beliefs that protect it.

Other countries offer a clear lesson. Low-inequality societies have comprehensive welfare systems.

Welfare is treated not as a handout for the poor, but as a right for all -- covering education, healthcare, income security, and skills development.

This is why Thailand's universal health care scheme deserves stronger political backing. The same is true of indiscriminatory education support that keeps pace with labour market and technological changes.

Investment in human capital is not a cost, but the foundation of a resilient economy. When people are healthy, educated, and secure, they innovate and contribute more.

Thailand's general election on Feb 8 is a test of political will. Every party speaks of democracy. Every party promises growth.

Leave inequality as it is, and these promises ring empty. Growth without fairness cannot hold. Growth without fairness creates instability. Democracy without equality cannot survive.

Disparity is not inevitable, but the result of political and moral choices. As Thailand enters 2026, the question is simple: will we confront inequality, or accept the unjust society it creates?
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																Well here we are on the fourth day of a brand new year. I trust everyone is holding up well after the festivities because it can be quite gruelling pretending to behave in a jovial fashion if you are not feeling jovial at all.
It is customary at this time of the year for newspapers to make predictions concerning what will befall us in the coming 12 months. We can always rely on a few entertaining tales of crookery to keep us amused. Then there are the inevitable crackdowns and of course a few cock-ups to make it fun.

Let's look on the bright side as we go galloping into the Year of the Horse. Well, not exactly galloping, more likely limping to the knacker's yard. But whatever happens, there is no doubt we are in for another Amazing Thailand year.

Actually it's a bit too scary to even contemplate what's in store. Nonetheless here are PostScript's forecasts for Thailand in 2026 culled from the usual collection of unreliable sources, gossipmongers, boasters, bluffers, prattlers and tittle tattlers.

January: To launch the celebrations for Year of the Horse the authorities announce a "Happy Horse Week", including the Miss Whinny Beauty Pageant. Among the attractions will be a performance by the highly acclaimed Singing Hooves who will be performing their latest hit: "Neighbours." There may also be a performance by the Nakhon Nowhere Tap Dancing Gee-Gees that have developed into something of a "colt" group.

February: A number of offbeat political parties are expected to challenge the forthcoming election. Among them are the Smartphone Posers Party who could face a stiff challenge from the Influential People's Party who are known for their persuasive powers. We must not forget the Masseuses Mass Movement Party whose main strength is their personal touch. Also running is the Snoring for Democracy Party which has strong support from officials transferred to inactive posts. Rumours that a coalition government could include the Samlor Drivers Liberation Front could not be verified.

March: Edith Clampton (Mrs) announces a follow-up to her best-selling book How to Avoid Scruffy People. Edith's new publication The Joy of Portable Potties is expected to be another well-received tome particularly with motorists familiar with Bangkok's bladder-bursting gridlock. A gripping chapter on "potty etiquette aboard a tuk-tuk" includes some thought-provoking illustrations.

April: Sargent "Serpico" Nop is appointed police chief to wide acclaim. Best known for his fearless role in the Great Illegal Onions Raid, Sgt Nop also distinguished himself by tracking down the Phantom Panty Snatcher of Nonthaburi, prompting the infamous headline "Knicker Nicker Gets Nicked". In addition he spent a harrowing time in the demanding role as bodyguard to the aforementioned Edith Clampton (Mrs).

May: The Thai remake of Journey to the Centre of the Earth earns an honorary mention at the Cannes Film Festival. It is a disturbing tale featuring a Bangkok pedestrian who steps out for a quiet evening stroll but disappears after plunging into an enormous hole in the pavement. In an entertaining cameo Sgt Nop plays the "thoughtful policeman" who places a potted plant in front of the offending hole to warn other pedestrians. Not for those of a nervous disposition.

June: A senior official who was transferred to an inactive post is caught red-handed being active. He apologises for such irresponsible behaviour, admitting he brazenly stretched his legs for a few minutes "in a moment of weakness" and promises never to do it again.

July: A bid to rename the "Amazing Thailand" slogan is rejected by the tourist authorities. A public opinion poll supports keeping the Amazing catchphrase with the consensus being that like it or not Thailand will always remain amazing and at times even amazingly amazing.

August: Larry the Cat (of Downing Street fame) flies to Thailand as chief guest at the official Magnificent Moggies ceremony giving leading breeds of Thai felines national status. Larry announces he will take two Siamese cats back to London to act as assistants for his "mousing" activities at No 10 as he can't be bothered chasing after rodents anymore. It is believed the Thai cats will also provide support for Larry in his skirmishes with Palmerston, the Foreign Ministry cat and Gladstone, the chief mouser at the Treasury.

September: A leading Thai politician announces a "fact-finding" educational trip to Britain to study how a true democracy functions. The delegation will visit important historical bastions of democracy believed to include Old Trafford, Anfield, Stamford Bridge and Harrods.

October: In a surprise announcement Pattaya pickup drivers win the internationally acclaimed Courteous Drivers Award. They are praised for driving on the correct side of the road "most of the time" and even stopping at pedestrian crossings "on occasions".

November: Reports that an odourless type of durian is now available in Thailand are not well received by local aficionados of the fruit. The pungent smell of the durian has been likened to decomposing fish, dead cats, rotting garbage, unwashed socks and dirty laundry. However durian fans say that's the way they like their durian... really stinky.

December: Authorities announce that "All problems are solved... well, some of them". Joyful crowds take to the streets to join in the spontaneous singing of "Jingle Bells".

Here's wishing everyone the best of luck for 2026. I have a sneaking feeling we will need as much good fortune as we can muster.
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																Last week Israel was the first country in the world to establish diplomatic relations with Somaliland. Not Somalia, a wreck of a country on the East African coast that has been mired in civil war for the past thirty-five years, but Somaliland, a different country just north of there that has been peaceful, relatively prosperous and even democratic for all those years.
This is causing a diplomatic outcry because many countries suspect that the deal has a secret clause. They think Somaliland's president, Abdirahman Mohamed Abdullahi, may have promised to let Israel offload Gaza's two million Palestinians onto his country in return for recognising Somaliland as an independent state.

Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu's motivation is clear. He still wants to expel the Palestinians from the Gaza Strip if possible, although his own cabinet will not let him defy President Trump's order to accept a ceasefire. But he knows how volatile Mr Trump is: just one Hamas strike could turn him around and let Mr Netanyahu restart the war.

Mr Netanyahu is slow-walking the talks on moving to the second phase of the ceasefire, while the Israeli forces keep trying to provoke Hamas into doing something stupid (401 Palestinians killed and 1,108 injured since the ceasefire). But even if Israel got a green light from Mr Trump to expel the Palestinians, where would it send them?

Every Arab state has said it will not be an accomplice in the ethnic cleansing of the Gaza Strip, but Somaliland would do as a destination. It's Muslim, it has room (6 million people in an area bigger than Bangladesh), it's not too far from home (just across the Red Sea from Yemen), and above all it's willing. But why would it let in up to two million Palestinians?

They would be excellent immigrants in smaller numbers (one of the best-educated populations in the Arab world), but normally no country would voluntarily bring in foreign immigrants who speak an entirely different language and are up to one-third of the entire existing population. However, Somaliland does not live in normal circumstances.

It's a classic case of "marry in haste, repent at leisure". The British colony of Somaliland and the Italian colony of Somalia both got their independence in 1960, and the people of the smaller bit (Somaliland) voted to join the bigger bit in a unified "Somalia".

They forgot that all politics in Somalia is clan politics, and that the Isaaq, the main clan family in the northern, formerly British-ruled area, had no allies or influence in the formerly Italian-ruled south. The Isaaq came last in government and civil service jobs, in education and healthcare, in their share of the national budget.

Within a year the northerners had realised their mistake and voted heavily against the new constitution. It made no difference -- and when they protested, they were met with repression.

By the '80s the whole north was occupied territory and the repression had tipped over into genocide. It only ended when the dictator Mohammed Siad Barre was overthrown in 1991 and the former British colony reclaimed its independence and its name: Somaliland.

The rest of the once-united country then dissolved into almost perpetual civil war (which still continues), but Somaliland kicked free of the wreckage and has seen no further violence. It's a perfectly normal country in many ways -- an army, a currency, a school system and healthcare, regular elections -- but no other country recognises its government.

It is a victim of the basic rule of post-1945 international law: borders may not be changed by force. That's unfair to many parts of the world that are trapped in unhappy unions, or have managed to secede but don't get international recognition, However, if the rule puts an end to wars of conquest then it's a price most of the world thinks is worth paying.

The problem is that the rule is no longer being observed. Russia's attempted conquest of Ukraine is the most flagrant example, but the impending US attack on Venezuela would be an equally unjustifiable breach of the law. If those things are okay, then surely Somaliland can legally secede from Somalia without getting the latter's permission.

Ethiopia and the United Arab Emirates will probably recognise Somaliland fairly promptly, because they have some interests in common with it. However, I suspect that Somaliland's president is stringing Mr Netanyahu along: he already has the recognition, and in the end he probably won't help Israel ship the Palestinians out.

Gwynne Dyer is an independent journalist whose articles are published in 45 countries. His latest book is 'Intervention Earth: Life-Saving Ideas from the World's Climate Engineers'. Latest's book, 'The Shortest History of War', is also still available.
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																As the New Year celebrations draw to a close, life is returning to normal -- along with some all-too-familiar problems. Chief among them is PM2.5, the seasonal air pollution that predictably resurfaces when pollution-generating activities resume, including open burning, industrial operations and heavy traffic.
Indeed, PM2.5 levels two weeks ago exceeded health safety thresholds. Yet the issue barely registered in media headlines, overshadowed by the Thai-Cambodian ceasefire and the political campaigning surrounding the coming election.

The pollution situation in the final weeks of 2025 was serious enough for the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) to submit a petition on Dec 24 to Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, outlining 11 recommendations on how the government should address PM2.5.

These proposals include passing the Clean Air Bill; improving satellite and digital systems to enhance PM2.5 forecasting accuracy; strengthening air-quality warning mechanisms; and offering incentives to farmers to curb open burning.

Others are opening factory pollution inspections to public scrutiny; upgrading fuel standards; promoting renewable energy to reduce reliance on coal and bunker oil; and cooperating with other members of Asean to tackle transboundary haze.

None of these ideas is new. The NHRC's own research shows successive governments are well aware of what needs to be done, and ministries have already drafted numerous plans to curb PM2.5. The persistence of the problem merely confirms a long-standing failure by governments and state agencies to carry out their responsibilities.

The consequences are borne by the public and the economy alike. Bangkok alone suffers annual economic losses estimated at more than 400 billion baht due to air pollution. The World Bank has put Thailand's total economic losses from PM2.5 at 1.4 trillion baht.

Such figures reflect a troubling lack of sincerity and political will among policymakers and political leaders. Sound proposals from environmental groups and experts continue to fall on deaf ears.

For example, the Ecological Alert and Recovery-Thailand network has, since 2020, unsuccessfully pushed for a Pollutant Release and Transfer Register law, which would require factories to disclose emissions from their manufacturing processes, including air pollutants.

Meanwhile, the long-awaited Clean Air Bill faces the risk of being watered down. Politicians and some senators have sided with business interests by opposing the establishment of a Clean Air Fund and rejecting tougher penalties -- including jail terms -- for polluters.

Worse still, the bill is now stalled in parliament following the dissolution of the House by the Anutin government last month. Whether this draft law -- particularly the provisions that may inconvenience commercial sectors but benefit the public -- will ever see the light of day remains uncertain.

If politicians are serious about protecting public health and the economy, they must demonstrate genuine commitment to tackling air pollution. It is hoped that the next government will fast-track the Clean Air Bill without further delay.
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																A Facebook post by a well-known academic who ostracised a maverick politician believed to be Rukchanok Srinork, a firebrand former MP of the progressive People's Party, is causing an uproar.
In a post last week, Arnond Sakworawich, who teaches statistics at the National Institute of Development Administration (Nida), refrained from using names.

Instead, he referred to the individual's parents' "indecent" profession, giving the impression the story was something of a skeleton in the closet for the individual. His post has since backfired.

Those who know Ms Rukchanok are well aware that she is open about her family background and how she was raised.

In fact, she mentioned it herself several months ago in a talk show, recalling her childhood hardships and how she survived the difficulties she faced.

She insisted, however, that her parents did not have indecent careers, as suggested by Mr Arnond's post.

The outspoken Rukchanok has more than a few enemies. As a politician, she has challenged state and public agencies over several issues, such as the notorious purchase of the Skyy9 building by the Social Security Fund Office.

She has also questioned influencer Guntouch "Gun" Pongpaiboonwet's charity campaign that drew several hundred million baht.

Despite the post not mentioning her name, the 31-year-old politician welcomed any criticism based on her work or performance, but not her family background. The National Human Rights Commission, meanwhile, criticised the academic's behaviour as a "blunt disrespect of human dignity" and urged Nida to take action.

Public anger over Mr Arnond's message prompted the academic to make an about-face with another post, as if saying he's innocent because he did not mention the name of the politician in his initial post.

Such a statement is childish. Several observers noted that his detailed description of the politician, as well as readers' comments under the post, made it clear who his target is.

It's not a coincidence that Ms Rukchanok experienced public shaming recently while on the campaign trail in Chon Buri.

A group of rude and aggressive women approached her, yelled at her and branded her an "anti-monarchy politician". Police had to come and protect Ms Rukchanok as one woman tried to physically attack her.

Later on, Suchart Chomklin, a member of a rival political party, conceded the woman in question is his adviser.

Increased public pressure has forced Nida to intervene, though its comments are vague.

The institute merely said it "does not endorse its personnel to breach the laws, insult, and/or dehumanise others". Mr Arnond's comments, it noted, are his personal views.

It is bewildering that Nida fails to see how such personal views have affected its reputation.

As a prestigious institute that claims to promote intelligent development and uphold righteousness, Nida cannot afford to stay idle or distance itself from the controversy.

At least it must set up a probe into the academic to clear the air and deal with the case with straightforwardness and professionalism.
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																It's time to consult the crystal snow globe and try to peer ahead to what may be on the horizon for the new year. Without question 2025 has been tumultuous but the year ahead holds cautious promise to finally solve some political crises mixed with some epic events on tap.
Ukraine: Now in its fourth winter of war and despair, beleaguered Ukraine still is holding the line against the Russia invasion. Tough European rhetoric alone will not stop Vladimir Putin. A militarily strengthened and politically unified Nato will, through a steady stream of lethal weapons to Kyiv. Equally the European Union has loaned US$106 billion (3.3 trillion baht) to Ukraine.

Peace efforts by the United States and Europeans have not always converged but the central theme of maintaining Ukraine's sovereignty and independence remains a political and strategic imperative as it should. The question remains at what cost and risk? Following President Donald Trump's latest meeting with Volodymyr Zelensky in Florida to revive momentum towards the Ukraine peace process, the president stated, "We're getting a lot closer, maybe very close... talks are "moving in the right direction". Look to a imperfect peace deal in the spring; all sides are exhausted.

Gaza: The self-inflicted suffering from the Hamas terrorism and Israeli counterattacks has destroyed an already poor and vulnerable region. After so much suffering an American-brokered ceasefire in October largely stopped the fighting but not the violence. In late November the UN Security Council approved a landmark American resolution mapping our Gaza's path to peace and rebuilding. Importantly most key Arab states including Egypt, Jordan, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates back the US initiatives. Keep focused on implementation of the Gaza accord.

Iran: The Islamic Republic was dealt a near-deadly blow last June by the USA and Israel. The Tehran regime's support of terror proxies be they in Yemen, Lebanon or Gaza has lessened but not stopped. The Ayatollahs remain the godfathers of state-supported international terror.

Domestically Iran carried out 1,500 executions last year, the largest number to date. But what of Iran's own brittle theological regime itself?

China/Taiwan: There's a looming crisis as Beijing steps up pressure on Japan as well as Taiwan. Chinese communist military harassment to the self-ruled island is growing. As China tightens the noose on democratic Taiwan, the geo-strategic implications of Beijing's actions increasingly confront East Asia. Significantly the Trump Administration has slated $11 billion in defensive arms sales to Taiwan.

Venezuela: Once a fairly prosperous democracy, tragically Venezuela has been turned into a socialist narco-state. The tireless opposition leader Maria Corina Machado won a Nobel Prize for her tenacity in pressing for the transition from dictatorship to democracy. Nearly 7 million Venezuelans have fled their country in recent years.

But will the discredited Maduro regime step down? Not likely. Despite the presence of a massive US navy fleet, the Trump Administration should avoid direct military action.

Latin America: The region is trending conservative again; beyond a libertarian-right government in Argentina, conservative candidates have recently won elections in Chile, Bolivia, El Salvador, Panama and Honduras.

Brazil's election later this year could tip the regional realignment and undermine decades of Chinese commercial and political influence in Latin America.

Humanitarian: UN humanitarian aid is stretched thin with global crisis areas such as Sudan and Haiti. Massive refugee and food crises are commonplace. Equally there remain lingering catastrophes in Afghanistan, Myanmar and Syria.

Terrorism: A surge in targeted but often bizarre terrorism has plagued the world from the jihadi attack on Australia's Bondi beach massacring 15 Jewish residents, to Nigerian kidnappings/killings of Christians, the ongoing sectarian religious violence in Syria, to European train attacks by knife-wielding jihadis.

We've somehow become anaesthetised to such horror. The Gaza/Israel conflict has energised the extremist-Left "Palestine network". Somehow over the past five years, it became impolite to talk about radical Islamist terrorism.

USA: Many observers are focused on the 2026 Congressional midterm elections in November. Can the Republican Party hold its narrow margin in the House of Representatives facing a massively funded Democrat Party onslaught?

There's some notable summer events which somehow have been overlooked. The Fifa Football/Soccer World Cup. Every four years the top teams meet for the coveted World Cup.

This time the venue is shared in stadiums among the United States, Canada and Mexico! During mid-June to mid-July, national teams from 48 countries including powerhouses such as Argentina, Croatia, France, Germany, Morocco, Portugal and the USA will face off in 104 matches.

Then there's the Fourth of July; America's 250th birthday party promises to be AMAZING!

Peace on Earth in 2026.

John J Metzler is a United Nations correspondent covering diplomatic and defence issues. He is the author of 'Divided Dynamism: The Diplomacy of Separated Nations: Germany, Korea, China'.
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																Energy markets enter 2026 in a downbeat mood as geopolitical uncertainty clouds the outlook and increasing signs of swelling oil and gas supplies threaten to sink prices.
This past year was a wild one for the oil and gas industry, punctuated by the 12-day Israel-Iran war in June, US President Donald Trump's trade wars, the intensified targeting of energy infrastructure in Russia in its war against Ukraine, Opec's often perplexing production decisions and the recently threatened US blockade of Venezuela.

So what's in store for 2026? Here are five trends likely to shape the energy landscape in 2026 and beyond.

THE YEAR OF THE GLUT?

Investors will keep a razor-sharp focus on signs of swelling oil inventories next year after crude prices fell nearly 20% in 2025 to about US$60 (1,892 baht) a barrel on fears of significant oversupply.

Global oil output has surged over the past year. The US -- the world's biggest oil producer -- ramped up production, as did Canada and Brazil, while the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries and its allies, including Russia, a group known as Opec+, reversed years of cuts.

The International Energy Agency forecasts supply will exceed demand in 2026 by a head-spinning 3.85 million barrels per day (bpd), the equivalent of around 4% of global demand.

Yet Opec analysts see a largely balanced market next year, creating one of the sharpest forecast divergences in decades. Uncertainty about the supply-demand balance has been compounded by China's large-scale crude stockpiling since April. Traders have limited visibility about these volumes, though they are estimated to be sizeable at roughly 500,000 bpd, according to Reuters calculations.

Ultimately, the IEA looks more likely to be proven correct. According to Kpler data, oil being transported or stored on tankers has risen in recent weeks to its highest point since April 2020, when consumption cratered due to Covid-19 lockdowns. Such elevated seaborne stocks suggest onshore inventories may soon start filling, adding further downward pressure on prices.

THE LNG WAVE IS COMING

Demand for liquefied natural gas has surged in recent years, particularly as Europe has sought to rapidly replace the huge volumes of Russian pipeline gas it imported before Moscow's invasion of Ukraine in 2022.

The boom generated enormous profits for LNG producers and traders, but that may not be the case moving forward as global export capacity ramps up.

Between 2025 and 2030, new LNG export capacity is expected to grow by 300 billion cubic metres per year, a 50% jump, according to the IEA, with around 45% coming from the US, the world's biggest exporter of the fuel.

Supply is set to outpace demand growth over the same period, squeezing producers' margins and offering consumers in Europe and Asia some relief. Rising US natural gas prices pose another headache for producers.

Still, producers have some reason for optimism. As LNG prices decline in 2026 and beyond, this power source will become increasingly competitive with lower-cost options such as oil and coal, potentially boosting demand for the super-chilled fuel.

DIESEL OUTPERFORMANCE PERSISTS

Diesel profit margins have risen this year, gaining steam in the last six months as the refined-product market faced supply constraints even as the world is increasingly awash with crude oil.

Benchmark European diesel refining margins rose 30% in 2025, compared with a 20% drop in Brent crude prices in 2025, according to LSEG data. That's largely due to a string of Ukrainian drone attacks on Russian refineries and oil terminals, which led to a decline in diesel exports in late 2025, as well as the EU decision to ban imports of fuels made from Russian crude oil.

This trend is expected to continue through 2026, since there is relatively little new refining capacity coming online. A peace deal in Ukraine would alter the calculus but likely offer only limited relief.

BIG OIL EXPECTS BRIGHTER FUTURE

Oil and gas companies are bracing for strong headwinds in 2026. Chevron, Exxon Mobil and TotalEnergies have all lowered spending plans for next year by around 10% and announced deep cost cuts. At the same time, the oil majors appear quite bullish about the longer-term outlook. They are spending more on exploration and investments in new projects that will come online later this decade or in the early 2030s. Major Middle East oil producers, including Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, are also gearing up for a new era of upstream investments.

This long-term bullishness may prompt Western oil majors -- most of which boast solid balance sheets and relatively low debt, with BP a notable exception -- to use the expected 2026 downturn to gobble up struggling rivals.

RENEWABLES DOWN BUT NOT OUT

In October, the IEA slashed its global forecast for renewable power growth through 2030 by one-fifth, or 248 gigawatts, compared with last year's outlook, citing weaker prospects in the US and China.

Global renewable capacity is now expected to rise by 4,600 GW by 2030, with solar accounting for roughly 80% of the increase.

Even so, demand for electricity is expected to grow by 4% per year by 2027, driven by power-hungry data centres and the broader electrification of economies, even as governments and companies may slow energy transition plans in the name of energy security.

This tension is set to dominate the world's power markets in 2026 and beyond, particularly as the costs of solar, wind and battery storage are expected to keep falling.

Ron Bousso is a columnist at Reuters.
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																From today, exporters of five types of products to the European Union must comply with the bloc's Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM).
The regulation applies to six high-emission products: steel, aluminium, cement, fertiliser, electricity and hydrogen.

This new non-tariff barrier is expected to further strain domestic steelmakers already grappling with a surge of low-priced Chinese imports and the United States' decision to double tariffs on steel and aluminium to 50% from 25%.

Medium-sized manufacturers will also be affected, as CBAM requires them to disclose greenhouse gas emissions associated with their products and purchase CBAM certificates to offset those emissions.

The big question is whether Thailand is ready to comply with CBAM. The answer, regrettably, is probably not.

Most critically, the Climate Change Bill -- essential for paving the way for a carbon tax and a national emissions trading system (ETS) -- hit a snag when the government dissolved the House on Dec 11, just a week after the Lower House accepted the bill in its second reading and planned to forward it to the Senate for final consideration.

Without this crucial legislation, the country lacks the legal mechanisms needed to help exporters comply with CBAM. The bill provides a framework for national management of greenhouse gas emissions, carbon trading, and systems to calculate and monitor emissions embedded in manufactured goods for export.

Exporters are now pinning their hopes on the newly elected government to prioritise the legislation and fast-track it as soon as possible. Under parliamentary rules, the new parliament has 60 days after the cabinet is sworn in to take up bills approved by the previous House. Failing that, lawmakers will have to restart the legislative process from scratch.

Delays will only benefit exporting countries that are better prepared, with established emissions-trading mechanisms and ample supplies of clean energy to produce low-emission goods.

Delays will erode the competitiveness of Thai exporters.

Another major hurdle is Thailand's lagging development of clean technology and renewable energy.

While more than 35% of electricity generated in Vietnam comes from renewable sources, Thailand's share stands at only about 15%.

Compounding the challenge, roughly half of Thailand's electricity is generated from natural gas, with another 20% coming from coal-fired power plants.

This raises a serious question: how will the government ensure a sufficient supply of clean energy, the backbone of low-carbon production, in the years ahead?

Policymakers have pinned their hopes on small -- and possibly large -- nuclear power plants, as well as hydrogen-based energy. Yet the question is not only when these technologies can be deployed, but also whether the country can afford them.

Governments around the world have been preparing their societies, manufacturing bases and trade sectors for a low-carbon future.

It is time Thai lawmakers lift their heads from the political whirlpool and focus on preparing the country -- and its exporters -- to compete in an increasingly carbon-constrained global market.
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									Thai banks set Android 10, iOS 14 as minimum for mobile banking

									
								

									The Thai Bankers' Association (TBA) has announced a mandatory security upgrade for all mobile banking applications, requiring users to run updated operating systems to maintain access.
									From Feb 14 2026 all mobile banking apps in Thailand will support only devices running Android 10 or higher, while Apple users must have iOS 14 or above. The move is a unified effort to bolster cybersecurity across the nation's financial sector.

The decision comes as the TBA and the Thailand Banking Sector Infosec Coordination Centre (TB-CERT) look to combat rising cybercrime and sophisticated scammer tactics. Authorities noted that criminals frequently exploit vulnerabilities found in outdated operating systems to steal personal data or deploy malware.

By raising the minimum system requirements, the banking sector aims to close security loopholes and provide better protection against phishing attacks. These updates ensure that devices have the latest security patches necessary to handle modern encryption and secure transaction protocols.

"The update is a critical step in reducing risks from malware and ensuring that digital transactions remain secure for all users," the association said. "We recommend that all customers check their device compatibility and perform necessary updates well in advance to avoid any service disruptions."

For users unsure of their current software version, the process to verify and update your handset is straightforward. (continues below)
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How to check your operating system

For Android users:

1. Open the Settings menu.

2. Scroll down and tap About Phone or Software Information.

3. Look for Android Version to see your current software.

4. To update, go back to Settings, select Software Update, and tap Download and Install.

For iOS (iPhone) users:

1. Open Settings.

2. Tap General and then select About.

3. Check the iOS Version listed.

4. To update, go to General, tap Software Update, and follow the prompts if an update is available.

Users whose devices cannot be upgraded to Android 10 or iOS 14 may need to consider upgrading their hardware before the mid-February deadline to ensure continued access to their financial accounts.

Source: The Thai Bankers' Association, Facebook The Thai Bankers' Association
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									Microsoft to raise Microsoft 365 prices for enterprise users

									Increases planned for July reflect heavy investment in cybersecurity, AI and hundreds of new features
								

									Microsoft has announced a global price increase for its Microsoft 365 services targeting business, enterprise and government sectors, effective from July 1, 2026.

The tech giant attributed the adjustment to significant investments in infrastructure, cybersecurity, and the integration of over 1,100 new features, including advanced Artificial Intelligence (AI) capabilities, across its suite of productivity tools.
									[image: Photo: Microsoft.com]
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The price revisions for the specific packages are as follows:

Business Basic will rise from $6 (192 baht) to $7 (224 baht) per month.

Business Standard: from $12.50 (400 baht) to $14 (448 baht) per month. 

Business Premium: unchanged at $22 (704 baht).

Office 365 E1: unchanged at $10 (317 baht).

Office 365 E3: from $23 (730 baht) to $26 (826 baht) per month. 

Microsoft 365 E3: from $36 (1,133 baht) to $39 (1,239 baht) per month

Microsoft 365 E5: from $57 (1,795 baht) to $60 (1,906 baht).

Microsoft 365 F1: from $2.25 (72 baht) to $3 (96 baht) per month.

Microsoft 365 F1: from $8 (256 baht) to $10 (320 baht) per month.

[image: Photo: Microsoft.com]
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Microsoft justified the move by highlighting the intensive development of features throughout 2025. These updates focus heavily on system management, security protocols and the expansion of Copilot, the company's flagship AI assistant, which has become a core component of the software ecosystem.

The company said the new pricing reflects the rising costs of maintaining high-level security infrastructure. As cybercrime becomes increasingly sophisticated, Microsoft argues that these investments are essential to protect corporate data and ensure operational continuity in the modern era.

The price adjustments will be applied globally across all regions. While non-profit organisations and government agencies will also see their costs recalculated based on the new structure, Microsoft said some adjustments for these sectors might be phased in gradually to mitigate the immediate financial impact on users.

Source: Microsoft
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									Pursuing 'The Good Life'  in the unfolding new year

									
								

									By the time this column comes out, it's already a couple of days into the new year. We've officially welcomed 2026, and if you are one of those people who revel in the "clean slate" state of things, then you've probably already brought out the new diary, planner and made plans to return to the gym. 
									As you may remember from my column last week, I've decided to forgo any set resolutions and instead plan to live out the year with a consistent mindset, generally hoping to pursue "The Good Life" as it comes. 

I spent my New Year's, as many Bangkokians do, in Hua Hin. There is something about waking up to start the new year on a quiet beach, before the mid-morning bustle starts and people begin to make their way through the day. You have a moment to take it all in, and I often find that being by the water makes your mind just that bit clearer. 

It's the same feeling as waking up to a quieter Bangkok after New Year's. It's that sweet spot, the morning after the fireworks spectacle and the couple of days of quiet before people come back into town and return to the office. For once, the city is calm, and there's no commute traffic, no rush to hop on the skytrain and no rush to be anywhere, really.

We're always so caught up in being somewhere that the gap between New Year's Day and Jan 5's office deadline allows you to revel in the lost days. Wander around your neighbourhood, take a stab at the slow life, make some vague lists and enjoy that morning cup of coffee.

It's a rare lull in Bangkok, where the city offers a more reflective time to reset and unwind before it starts up again. For me, this is ample time to begin planning the key themes for weekly content calendars. For others, it may be time to scan through key agendas for the first quarter. 

I love Bangkok when it's bustling. Restaurants and bars are packed during the festive season, making it ideal for people watching. Friends catch up over lucky draws and families come out for big meals. I also love when it's quieter and it feels like you're able to enjoy your hometown in a way that's sort of undiscovered. 

The slight lull reminds me of how every year should start. It's letting the city set the pace before coming back in full swing, a soft reset before what will be a challenging 2026 for many of us. As we stretch into January, this is the time to focus on what really matters in your life.

This past year, we've seen and read about countless cautionary tales of fraud and loan missteps. A lot of these revealing tell-alls have one thing in common -- deception for the sake of keeping up, and spending a lot of money you don't have.

Going into 2026, I think we should all take a breath and revert to the fundamentals that should matter. Doing things for your own well-being should be the key theme this year, and at risk of sounding very post-pandemic, self-care should take priority. Refine your media diet, watch your sugar intake, work with purpose and keep your mind clear.

As the world grows increasingly polarised, with trends shifting rapidly and new disruptions emerging, what matters most is how we manage our well-being and sanity. 

For this week, let's wait a little longer before we scroll to consume the headlines; whatever's disrupting our quieter lull days can wait just a tad longer. Although in this state, optimism can sometimes feel performative, we should hold on to our own sanity as it's our right, just as it is to vote.

It's no surprise that Thais may already feel slightly exhausted even before the new year begins, and that's why I think that taking the time to absorb the quietness, to say no, and to prioritise your own needs is key to starting 2026 right. 

This year, I intend to practise what I often preach in The Good Life. In the business of news, it is easy to absorb mixed narratives and dismiss headlines as just another day's work. But we owe it to ourselves to be more intentional about protecting our health and mental well-being.

While life in Thailand may test our patience almost daily, choosing to look after ourselves is how we remain present and here for the long run. 

Niki is the founder of BitesizeBKK, a digital news outlet.
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									2,000-year-old machine found in China tomb could be binary computer

									
								

									BEIJING --The computer, at its core, is an input-output device: it receives instructions, executes programmes, performs calculations automatically and produces results.
									By this fundamental definition, China's ancient ti hua ji, or figured loom - dating back more than two millennia to the Western Han dynasty - may well be recognised as the world's earliest computer, according to the China Association for Science and Technology (CAST).

Unearthed in 2012 from a tomb dated around 150BC in Chengdu, this sophisticated silk-weaving machine made use of programmable computation. Its "programme" came in the form of physical pattern cards - the ancient equivalent of software - which directed the lifting of individual warp threads according to a preset design.

A raised warp thread represents 1, while a lowered one represents 0.

It is the world's oldest known "computer hardware", with corresponding "software" - the figure loom programme, CAST said in a video posted on its social media account on Dec 27.

CAST is China's largest official scientific body. Its entry into the global debate over who invented the first computer, and the public endorsement of the Chengdu loom as proto-computing hardware, signals a growing momentum to rewrite technological history from a non-Western perspective.

For generations, the narrative has held that science and computing originated in Europe. But as China comes back to the forefront of global technological leadership - from the fifth generation of cellular network technology (5G), artificial intelligence (AI) to robotics - its people are reclaiming a forgotten legacy that Chinese artisans had already mastered the principles of programmability, automation and information encoding more than 2,000 years ago.

The Chengdu machine used 10,470 longitudinal warp threads controlled by 86 brown "programming" patches, governing more than 9.6 million intersections with the latitudinal weft threads. Once programmed, it could operate simultaneously on 100 devices, producing results - specifically, intricately woven silk patterns - with perfect precision.

Before the advent of figure looms, textile patterns had to be created manually.

All silk fabrics are woven from warp (longitudinal) and weft (latitudinal) threads. Following a pre-designed pattern, weavers had to carefully lift specific warp threads at precise positions, allowing the shuttle to pass through with different coloured weft threads.

This process significantly increased the workload. China addressed this challenge early on through mechanisation, which established it as the world's silk production centre. However, the precise timeline of this development remained unclear for centuries.

In December 2012, during the construction of Chengdu Metro Line 3, a Western Han dynasty tomb was discovered at the Laoguan Mountain site.

Chengdu's archaeological team promptly conducted a salvage excavation, which unexpectedly resolved this historical mystery. During the excavation of Tomb No 2, archaeologists discovered four loom models in the sediment at the base of the northern chamber.

Well preserved and structurally complex, with remnants of silk threads and dyes on their components, these models were identified by textile experts as the earliest known complete figure looms, not only in China but worldwide.

This discovery was selected as one of China's Top 10 Archaeological Discoveries of 2013. Through archaeological research, China has since reconstructed this automatic loom and clarified its working principles.

This automatic figure loom operated via a "pattern book" - a programmed design template analogous to modern punch cards.

The craftsman would first translate a designed pattern into a physical sequence using threads or bamboo sticks, a process akin to "programming" the loom.

During weaving, the weaver (or a mechanism) would cycle through this pattern sequence. Each node acted as a command, precisely controlling which warp threads to lift, thereby revealing the predetermined design through the interlacing of warp and weft.

Beyond the exquisite patterns it produced, the scientific thinking embedded in the figure loom is even more remarkable.

If the loom's operation is represented in code - where a raised warp thread (over the weft) signifies 1 and a lowered one signifies 0 - the entire fabric pattern transforms into a sequence of zeros and ones. This mirrors the binary principle foundational to modern computing.

Remarkably, the programming method for the Laoguan Han tomb loom model was not singular; it employed at least two distinct techniques - sliding frames and connecting rods - each generating different patterns.

Subsequently, China's figure loom technology spread westward along the Silk Road. Persian merchants introduced it to the West in the 6th century. By the 12th century, silk-weaving workshops using Chinese-style looms had emerged in cities such as Lucca and Venice, Italy.

In 1805, French craftsman Joseph Marie Jacquard created an automatic pattern-weaving loom controlled by punched cards and needles, which gave rise to its western name "Jacquard loom".

Karl Marx noted in Capital that "before the invention of the steam engine, the Jacquard loom was the most complex machine," and its automation concepts provided key inspiration for the European Industrial Revolution.

In the 19th century, the punched cards of the automatic figure loom also inspired programming methods for early computers.

"The figure loom is not merely a textile tool, but a crystallisation of ancient programming thought and mechanical wisdom," stated Wang Yusheng, former director of the China Science and Technology Museum, in a February 2025 article for China Science Communication.

"It made Chinese silk a global luxury, shaping the cultural identity of the 'Silk Nation,' while its technological logic profoundly influenced the foundational principles of modern information technology."

In 1946, a significant milestone in computing was reached with the completion of the world's first general-purpose electronic computer, the Electronic Numerical Integrator and Computer (ENIAC), by a team at the University of Pennsylvania.

A core member of that team was Zhu Chuanju, credited with designing parts of the computer's logical structure. His work applied binary and programming concepts, which some scholars have traced back to ancient Chinese innovations like the figure loom and the binary-inspired philosophy of the text "I Ching".
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									Grok posts sexual images of minors after 'lapses in safeguards'

									
								

									LONDON -- Elon Musk's artificial intelligence chatbot Grok said "lapses in safeguards" led to the generation of sexualised images of minors that it posted to social media site X, formerly Twitter.
									Grok created images of minors in minimal clothing in response to user prompts over the past few days, violating its own acceptable use policy, which prohibits the sexualisation of children, the chatbot said in a series of posts on X this week in response to user queries. The offending images were taken down, it added. 

"We've identified lapses in safeguards and are urgently fixing them," Grok posted Friday, adding that child sexual abuse material is "illegal and prohibited."

The rise of artificial intelligence (AI) tools that can generate realistic pictures of undressed minors highlights the challenges of content moderation and safety systems built into image-generating large language models. Even tools that claim to have guardrails can be manipulated, allowing for the proliferation of material that has alarmed child safety advocates. 

The Internet Watch Foundation, a nonprofit that identifies child sexual abuse material online, reported a 400% increase in such AI-generated imagery in the first six months of 2025.

XAI has positioned Grok as more permissive than other mainstream AI models, and last summer introduced a feature called "Spicy Mode" that permits partial adult nudity and sexually suggestive content. The service prohibits pornography involving real people's likenesses and sexual content involving minors, which is illegal to create or distribute. 

Representatives for xAI, the company that develops Grok and runs X, did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

As AI image generation has become more popular, the leading companies behind the tools have released policies about the depictions of minors. OpenAI prohibits any material that sexualises children under 18 and bans any users who attempt to generate or upload such material. Google has similar policies that forbid "any modified imagery of an identifiable minor engaging in sexually explicit conduct." Black Forest Labs, an AI startup that has previously worked with X, is among the many generative AI companies that say they filter child abuse and exploitation imagery from the datasets used to train AI models.

In 2023, researchers found that a massive public dataset used to build popular AI image-generators contained at least 1,008 instances of child sexual abuse material.

Many companies have faced criticism for failing to protect minors from sexual content. Meta Platforms Inc said over the summer that it was updating its policies after a Reuters report found that the company's internal rules let its chatbot hold romantic and sensual conversations with children.

The Internet Watch Foundation has said that AI-generated imagery of child sexual abuse has progressed at a "frightening" rate, with material becoming more realistic and extreme. In many cases, AI tools are used to digitally remove clothing from a child or young person to create a sexualised image, the watchdog has said. 
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									Guru's Weekly Buzz: Jan 2-8

									So many things to enjoy, so little time
								

									Guru By Bangkok Post's weekly pick of the most exciting products, activities, food and travel to indulge in.
									JOIN

[image: ]

Feast Of The Epiphany / Mill & Co / Jan 6-31

The new year begins with a time-honoured French tradition at Mill & Co. at Centara Grand at CentralWorld. Throughout January, enjoy the Galette des Rois, a classic pastry traditionally served to mark the Feast Of The Epiphany on Jan 6. Baked in the traditional style, the Galette des Rois features crisp, golden layers of puff pastry filled with smooth frangipane, an almond cream gently scented with vanilla. Two small feves are hidden inside each galette and those who discover them are playfully crowned King or Queen for the day.

[image: ]

Children's Day / Hua Hin Marriott Resort & Spa / Jan 10

Hua Hin Marriott Resort & Spa will host the Children's Day Buffet Dinner and experience Dining Half Board Package to celebrate Children's Day on Jan 10. The evening will include an array of delicacies for diners young and old, including a dedicated kids' corner and mini buffet with all the food that kids love, plus plenty of fun games and activities. The Dining Half Board Package for two adults includes daily breakfast and a set menu for lunch or reserve your spot for the Children's Day Buffet Dinner.

[image: ]

Epicurean journey / Mandarin Oriental, Bangkok / Jan 14-18

The Mandarin Oriental, Bangkok celebrates its 150th year with the 'Masters Of The 150Th: An Epicurean Journey" that brings together guest chefs from around the world in a series of collaborations and intimate pop-up encounters. The opening chapter will see chef Richard Ekkebus and chef Alex Dilling cook at Alex Dilling at Lord Jim's on Jan 14-18. Chef Ekkebus is the culinary director of the three-Michelin-starred and Green Michelin-starred Amber at Mandarin Oriental The Landmark, Hong Kong. Across five evenings, the chefs will present a six-course dinner that threads classical French techniques with modern expression.

[image: ]

Harmony ritual / Spa InterContinental / Until March 31

The 90-minute Oriental Harmony Ritual at Spa InterContinental at InterContinental Bangkok is available until March 31. The ritual is a combination of traditional Thai massage and aromatic oil therapy. The treatment includes a 60-minute Oriental Thai Aromatherapy Massage and is complemented by a 30-minute Rose Quartz facial and head massage. There is also a "Come-2-Pay-1" St Valentine's offer throughout February.

[image: ]

Wine wonders / Hua Hin Wine Expo 2026 / Jan 15-16

Hua Hin Wine Expo returns for two days at Amari Hua Hin. Join a course organised by Wine And Spirit Education Trust on Jan 15. Go deeper with an in-depth class led by wine experts and join a grand tasting of 150 labels. Sample from best bottled selected from across the globe with a charcuterie selection while being serenaded with live jazz music.

[image: ]

Sushi and drag / Kaiwa / Every Sunday

Kaiwa spices up Sunday nights with a drag show hosted by "Drag Race Thailand" alumnus Amadiva. Amora, Shortgun, Lady Judy and Nonny Majoriga will take to the stage at 9.30pm, 10.30pm and 11.30pm. Arrive early to avail buy-one-get-one promotion on selected hand roll and drink from 5-8pm.

[image: ]

A good start / Bangkok Bestival 2026 / Jan 9-11

The fourth edition of Bangkok Bestival returns from Jan 9-11 at four public parks. The highlight is an en masse alms giving at Benjakitti Park in honour of the late Queen Mother from 7am with 109 Buddhist monks from 11 temples. A sermon by Pramaha Vuttichai Wachiramatee will take place at Benjakitti Park on Jan 11 from 8-9.30am. The Bestival also takes place at Lumphini Park, Benchasiri Park and Pathumwananurak Park.



STAY

[image: ]

New ship / Oceania Cruises 

Oceania Cruises recently unveiled Oceania Sonata, which debuts in 2027 and will be the first of four 1,390-guest ships in the new Sonata Class. Oceania Sonata will embark on her maiden voyage in August 2027 and 30% of all accommodation will be suites, including two new suite categories and a reimagined Owner's Suites. Additional details on exclusive, never-before-featured-at-sea dining venues and experiences will be revealed in the coming months. 

[image: ]

Renovated rooms / Avani Ratchada Bangkok

Avani Ratchada Bangkok has introduced meeting and event spaces, and renovated guest rooms. The redesigned lobby serves as the hotel's social heart, while introducing the Amber Multifunction Hall and Sapphire Rooms, the newest additions to its meeting and event portfolio. The transformation extends to the guestroom experience, with Deluxe Superior and Junior Suite rooms newly renovated and refreshed with carefully selected furnishings and an updated colour palette. 



EAT 

[image: ]

Dining experiences / Grand Hyatt Erawan Bangkok

From Jan 6-20, indulge in the classic Galette des Rois. "The Art Of Contrast -- Fire & Ice" is the latest buffet menu, offering dishes that balance bold, fiery flavours with cool, refreshing options. Indulge in charcoal-grilled Angus striploin, Tiger prawns with lemongrass butter or smoked duck breast,  complemented by a chilled oyster bar and seafood on ice. Conclude the meal on a sweet note with baked Alaska or  flambeed crepe Suzette with Grand Marnier for a dramatic flourish. Available for lunch until Feb 28 on weekends. From Feb 2-15, enjoy chef Roberto Parentela's special Valentine a la carte menu at Saliva. Dishes feature unique ingredients such as fresh sea urchin, Hamachi crudo and courgette flowers. Highlights include handmade heart-shaped ravioli and risotto with fresh oysters. For dessert, a raspberry tart layered with Valrhona chocolate ganache offers a refined touch to the meal. St Valentine's Day at Gaston will be celebrated from Feb 13-15. Chef Costanzo Fortunato presents "L'amour A La Francaise", a four-course St Valentine's Day menu designed for two. Looking forward to French delicacies, including  smoked salmon and caviar on toasted brioche, Fine de Claire oysters with Champagne shallot mignonette, sole meuniere with truffle mashed potato, and a sweet dessert to complete the enchanting evening. Chef David Inglada will present two renditions of mille-feuille cakes: Dark chocolate Gianduja and Rose mixed berry vanilla from Feb 1-28. The Erawan Tea Room will offer a new seafood menu and a Lunar New Year Afternoon Tea. Until March 31, the "Catch Of Siam" highlights Thailand's finest seafood prepared  through deep-frying, baking, or stir-frying to bring out their natural taste. Signature dishes include baked sea crab with glass noodles and crispy deep-fried sea bass. The Lunar Fortune Afternoon Tea will be served from Jan 11 to Feb 28 and will offer Chinese and Thai flavours.

[image: ]

Dining experiences / The St. Regis Bangkok

The St. Regis Bangkok presents dining and cultural experiences throughout January. At Viu, the Signature Sunday Brunch showcases premium prime Australian lamb throughout the month. A one-night-only Burgundy wine dinner paired with Chartron et Trebuchet on Jan 16. The programme continues at The St. Regis Bar with "Cocktails, Tapas & Friends" on Jan 25, with live music while a pop-up art exhibition at The Lounge presents oriental-inspired ceramics by Bathma Kaew-Ngok paired with expressive floral art by Naomi Daimaru.  "Be: The Way Of You & Me", pop-up art exhibition explores a poetic dialogue between earth and nature through oriental-inspired ceramics and expressive floral art. Created by Thai ceramist Bathma, in collaboration with floral expressionist Daimaru, the exhibition brings together sculptural ceramic forms, floral compositions and mixed-media works, offering an immersive and thoughtfully curated artistic experience. Until June 15 in The Lounge. Bookings made before Jan 18 get early bird prices.
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									Your horoscope for Jan 2-8

									
								

									Your spot-on horoscope for work, money and relationship from Guru by the Bangkok Post's famously accurate fortune teller. Let's see how you will fare this week and beyond.
									
	([?]) is for work, ([?]) is for money, () is for coupled life and ([?]) is for single life

	Previous ones: https://www.bangkokpost.com/topics/1702300/horoscope





 Aries

Mar 21 - Apr 19

([?]) Drama will clock in the moment the holidays end. You'll be pulled into debates. Crucial paperwork and travel may get delayed. Old projects come back for revisions when you think they're unnecessary. Goals seem far away, but you should work towards them at a steady pace. Don't rush.

([?]) The New Year vibe continues to encourage you to spend. You want to treat yourself and everyone you love with nice things. This could throw your budget off track and stall your financial freedom plan. Skip tempting fast-profit investments. All that glitters is not gold

() You'll be side by side yet feeling a weird gap like WiFi with full bars but zero connection. What you want versus what you get might collide. Be ready for raw conversations that'll pull hidden feelings out of the dark. The tension could spark a breakthrough that brings you both closer.

([?]) You'll attract someone from abroad online or IRL. Mixed signals, language barriers and different worldviews could complicate things fast. Your friend fancies youm but you don't want to explore romance with them. No need to commit yourself to anyone this early.

 Taurus

Apr 20 - May 20

([?]) A major project brings a few curveballs, pushing you to adapt, rethink and dig deeper. A clash over resources hints at bigger shifts behind the curtain. Your boss notices your potential and hands you a new mission, but beware of an envious colleague. You'll bounce back bolder and brighter. Every bit of workplace drama sharpens your edge.

([?]) Think twice before spending like you've won the lottery. Be prepared for late payments, surprise bills and small fights over who's footing the tab. Keep your calm and your calculator close. Spend slow, sign slower. Optimism is cute; math is real.

() Buried truths might come out. Addressing them won't be pretty or easy, but it's necessary. Once you both drop defences, peace returns. After that, a heart-to-heart on 2026 goals could tighten the bond. Your sexy time may be less frequent but more fiery.

([?]) A well-meaning friend might try to play Cupid, though their match-making skill might miss the mark. A doppelganger of your ex stirs emotions you thought were long gone. This week brings a reality check for your heart. Are you healed or still haunted?

 Gemini

May 21 - Jun 20

([?]) Your post-holiday blues will vanish once office drama erupts. Meetings turn messy. Paperwork gets delayed. Communicate clearly so nothing gets twisted. Your supervisor might micromanage your every move and slow you down. Fortunately, it'll be temporary. Consider it a training to be patient.

([?]) The New Year vibe continues to deplete your wallet. You'll indulge in little luxuries for yourself and treat favourite people in your life. Impulse buys, instant gratification and feel-good shopping could delay your financial freedom goals. Steer clear of easy-profit investments.

() The New Year vibe sparks fun adventures and more quality time with your partner. Honest heart-to-hearts help you both see the bigger picture, like what's next in your shared future and how your goals align. Cross-cultural couples discuss where they should settle.

([?]) A romantic spark with an intriguing foreigner is on the cards. The connection feels too real to ignore. Translation apps can assist you, but your body language adds the nuance. Stay curious and see where this goes. Love loves breaking borders. This connection seems worth the leap.

 Cancer

Jun 21 - Jul 22

([?]) Paperwork piles up while a major projects demand a full revision. Brace yourself for debates between "how we do it" and "how it should be done". Keep your ideas to yourself; someone may try to steal them. A teammate will overpromise and leave you their shortcomings. Read every contract twice before you sign.

([?]) A low-key side hustle might slide in through your network. Skip the online "get-rich" schemes; your gut tells you no. A friend or relative might hit you up for a loan you know you'll never see again. Remember, you're not their ATM.

() This week brings sweet moments alongside spicy tension. Expect minor fights over money matters and lifestyle habits. Old resentments may resurface when expectations and desires don't align. Guard your passports and valuables while travelling together. You're more prone to misplacing things than usual.

([?]) A taken friend might give you butterflies with their friendliness, but pump the brakes. What you want and what's real may clash hard. Dating app users, stay sharp. You're more likely to attract time-wasters, hook-up hunters and scammers than real connections. Trust your instincts so you won't get played.

 Leo

Jul 23 - Aug 22

([?]) Creativity, intuition and productivity will skyrocket. You'll breeze through tasks, smash deadlines, clear the backlog and let your results speak louder than words. You'll handle tricky colleagues and picky clients with calmness and nip drama in the bud. New connections and allies will appear.

([?]) A friendly uncle or big bro in your circle will drop insider info that boosts your earning potential. Financial negotiations turn into wins for everyone. You're smart with your money and can afford luxury experiences without worrying. You'd rather spend money on things you enjoy while you can.

() Small fights may occur but you'll resolve them fast and laugh about them later. Every plan you make or place you explore will pull you closer. Expect meaningful Insta-worthy moments and a shared New Year's resolution. Romance rises. Intimacy deepens. Your sexy time gets spicier.

([?]) You give off the main character energy, but not everyone coming into your orbit will have pure intentions. Watch out for players, scammers and fling seekers. Trust your gut before you hand over your heart. Spot the red flags early, or else your love story will turn into a cautionary tale.

 Virgo

Aug 23 - Sept 22

([?]) Work feels like a juggling act between what you want, what's due and who's watching. Projects you thought were done return for nitpicky revisions. Passive-aggressive colleagues may feel threatened by you. Decision-makers will take their sweet time when you need quick direction.

([?]) You're torn between saving like a Scrooge and spending like an oniomaniac. Moderation is everything. Financial talks may drag on and a deal could take longer than promised to be finalised. A tempting opportunity glitters, but it feels risky or too good to be true. Family or home expenses may come up.

() Friction stemming from where you live, how you work or whose needs matter most is on the cards. Pressure could spark clashes about priorities and who's sacrificing more. Still, tension leads to truth. Once you two sit down and talk, you'll rediscover how to support each other, not to break apart.

([?]) This week puts someone unexpected on your radar through travel or work. Think foreign accent, unfamiliar energy and a spark that defies your usual type. They're into you, but you're still weighing pros and cons. An old flame may resurface, claiming to be a changed person yet waving the same red flags.

 Libra

Sept 23 - Oct 22

([?]) You will run the show with sharp communication and zero chaos. Workloads will flow, conflicts will cool down and a long-running project will hit a major milestone. Higher-ups will notice your hustle and talk about your next move. New allies will vibe with your ideas and real opportunities will start coming.

([?]) A win from a lucky draw, friendly competition or low-stakes gamble is on the cards. An old contact will circle back with a side hustle opportunity that pays well. Your negotiation skills and the right connections help you close deals quickly. Travel could spark fresh money-making ideas. 

() Love will feel lighter and more playful. You and your partner will vibe with each other effortlessly. Flirty jokes land and sweet messages hit right. Shared goals you two keep talking about will shift from ideation to real steps.  

([?]) If you are seeing someone, the chemistry will feel real enough to soft-launch on IG. If you are flying solo, expect romantic chances via online spaces or through mutual friends. Someone from your past might shoot their shot at you, too. Keep your radar sharp and choose who feeds your heart.

 Scorpio

Oct 23 - Nov 21

([?]) Someone's buried mistakes will resurface while crises will erupt out of nowhere. Bigwigs and clients will drop surprises when you least expect them. Deadlines might shift and tempers might flare, but you'll turn madness into mastery. The reward will be worth every second of the storm.  

([?]) Income flow looks promising, with opportunities popping up from unexpected sources. However, the urge to splurge on overpriced pleasures and luxe experiences is strong. A forgotten bill will demand instant attention. Expect tension around shared money or inheritance.

() Parenting philosophies may collide. None of you wants to be the bad cop. Pillow talk turns brutally honest as unmet desires bubble up. But the bond between you two runs deep enough to weather it. These friction could lead to compromise and deeper intimacy. 

([?]) If you're seeing someone, they want a no-label, no-commitment kind of deal. Soon enough, it'll be clear whether to walk away or stick around. Sparks may fly fast with a new face but watch out for  red flags. That hot date could turn awkward, especially when it comes to who's picking up the tab.

 Sagittarius

Nov 22 - Dec 21

([?]) You will tame tricky colleagues and picky clients quickly, nipping drama in the bud. New tasks will show up nonstop from your main job and side hustle. No matter where you work from, you will deliver results that speak for themselves.  

([?]) Extra income could drop in from a forgotten source. Expect a windfall or reward from a raffle, competition or bet. Financial negotiations will result in a win-win situation. Travel or AI chats may spark slick money-making ideas. 

() You might slip into a bit of accidental micro-cheating or a bold stranger could shoot their shot at you, all right in front of your partner. Awkward? Maybe. But you'll be able to charm your way out of this. New Year energy will spark real clarity and a straight-up commitment talk, possibly setting a shared plan to move in, tie the knot or book a honeymoon.  

([?]) You'll finally cut ties with situationships or past relationships that hold you back. Confidence peaks and charm flows, bringing many eyes to you. From long-term potential to just-for-fun flings, opportunities are wide open. 

 Capricorn

Dec 22 - Jan 19

([?]) Brace yourself for unfair workloads and a teammate or supervisor who promises the moon but delivers almost nothing. You'll feel torn between overdelivering and protecting your peace. Skip the unwinnable battles and channel energy into what you can actually control. Focus on what's real, not what's ideal. 

([?]) An unexpected side-money offer may surface through a friend -- something behind the scenes, off-book and even in a grey-zone. Your instincts for investments are unusually sharp. Trust them. You'll be in full control of your finances despite a little chaos. 

() New Year holiday vibes with your partner might leave you craving alone time. What's been left unsaid -- resentment, longing or quiet fatigue -- will rise to the surface. A heart-to-heart could save you from heartbreak. Love heals when truth gets airtime.  

([?]) This week brings a soft reset if you've been healing from heartbreak or replaying past loves on loop. You'll finally see the pattern. A few new sparks may try to slide in, but you'll keep your vibe calm, your standards high and your heart on airplane mode -- for now.

 Aquarius

Jan 20 - Feb 18

([?]) While everyone is still shaking off the New Year haze, you'll show up sparkling with energy, creativity and razor-sharp instincts. Problems get solved fast. Bigwigs want your input and support your plans. You'll be the unofficial therapist for colleagues still battling post-holiday blues. New allies, fresh connections and promising opportunities show up on your radar.

([?]) Money goes out faster than it comes in. Little luxuries, late nights and social splurges take a big bite out of your budget. Friends will spoil you with treats, gifts or free meals. Experience what you can afford now or you may regret it later.

() Someone might flirt a little too close, or you might slip into micro-cheating territory, right in front of your partner. But your charm and honesty will smooth things over quickly. Shared dreams will finally move from talk to tangible steps. Your friends will back up your relationship in surprising ways. Traveling abroad together? Keep your valuables close.

([?]) Romantic chances may pop up at parties, in online spaces or during a trip. But not everyone will be seeking something real with you. Watch out for smooth-talking scammers and hook-up hunters on the prowl. A taken ex could slide into your DMs, too.

 Pisces

Feb 19 - Mar 20

([?]) Your boss or a key player might rattle your plans, but you remain calm and collected. A clash at work could turn into a breakthrough, unlocking what once felt off-limits. Expect recognition, solid feedback and a chance to level up. Job hunting? An intriguing international project might slide your way.  

([?]) A friend from afar or someone in your professional circle might drop a sweet side hustle lead. Your money instincts are razor-sharp and you could score insider intel. Stash away some cash for sudden home, property or family expenses. Keep your financial papers safe and secured; they tend to vanish right when you need them most.  

() Shared New Year's resolutions might spark some friction with your partner. Pressure and expectation from parents about marriage or babies could add to it. Still, sweet harmony is within reach. You'll find moments to connect and compromise. A cosy night in might surprise you -- what starts with Netflix could end with bedroom fireworks.

([?]) A well-meaning relative will try to hook you up, but you'll swipe left on their "perfect match". An old friend reappears and impresses you but they're taken, so keep your cool. If you scroll through dating apps, expect flirty chats, brief sparks and ghosting. This week is testing your judgement between what's appropriate and what's appealing.
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									The best way to learn in 2026

									Built by students, powered by AI and designed to beat the 'one-size-fits-all' status quo
								

									The world is dominated by mega corporations, but a group of students in Thailand is challenging the assumption that true innovation needs a billion-dollar budget.
									On Jan 5, Thai-based EdTech startup RevisionSuccess will release their most ambitious update yet.

"We will beat Google," said CEO Phonlawat Sirajindapirom.

It is a bold claim, but it addresses a massive gap in the market. Most current study platforms are "one-size-fits-all", offering the same content to everyone regardless of ability.

RevisionSuccess is taking the opposite approach: positioning itself as the most personalised AI study app in the market.

[image: RevisionSuccess automatically breaks down classroom materials into personalized, bite-sized chapters and lessons.]
RevisionSuccess automatically breaks down classroom materials into bite-sized chapters and lessons.



RevisionSuccess' upcoming update introduces hyper-personalisation features in a user-friendly interface. Users can automatically create study plans and lessons based not just on what they are studying, but how they learn best.

"Instead of forcing students to adapt to the software, the software should adapt to the student," stated COO Phuwadit Sutthaporn.

Whether students are cramming for exams or just doing some light pre-reading, RevisionSuccess's AI tutor aims to make sure personalised study plans are readily available, complete with resources such as flashcards, quizzes and notes. By integrating these tools, the platform ensures students can immediately start learning the way that works best for them.

[image: RevisionSuccess lessons break down concepts into key points, explanations, and examples, with an AI tutor available  alongside each lesson.]
RevisionSuccess lessons break down concepts into key points, explanations and examples, with an AI tutor alongside each lesson.



In this new era, RevisionSuccess will support each and every step of the learning journey, not just students but teachers, as well.

For educators managing large classes with varying skill levels, the update introduces deepanalytics. These tools reduce workload by tracking student performance without the administrative burden, simplifying processes like grading and lesson planning.

[image: RevisionSuccess's teacher analytics help educators monitor progress and support personalized learning at scale.]
RevisionSuccess's teacher analytics help educators monitor progress and support personalised learning at scale.



Built by students of Chulalongkorn University, RevisionSuccess aims to become an all-in-one platform that makes quality education accessible to all.

"RevisionSuccess is made for students, by students," the company stated.

The Jan 5 update represents a shift in Thailand's future in AI, moving from consuming global technology to creating it. RevisionSuccess is ready to be the AI study app that redefines howstudents learn.

Experience the Future of Learning. Try the platform today at revisionsuccess.com.
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									Japan's hospital dogs bring moments of normalcy to seriously ill children

									
								

									As a Labrador retriever named Masa entered a pediatric hospital ward in Tokyo, children's eyes lit up.
									Masa is a facility dog, a specially trained animal that supports children hospitalised for extended periods or awaiting organ transplants. The dogs work alongside medical staff at a limited number of hospitals in Japan.

They interact with patients according to individualised treatment plans, offering moments of normalcy to children who rarely leave the ward.

Although facility dogs were introduced to Japan about 15 years ago, their use remains limited, largely because of cost.

In October, Masa visited the ward at the National Center for Child Health and Development, where children began playing doctor and interacting with him.

Three-year-old Rui Hiyama, for example, pretended to give him a toy injection while her mother, Saori, asked, "Are you feeling better?" Rui smiled and replied, "Yes."

Rui has been hospitalised for nearly a year while receiving treatment for cancer. She took Masa for a short walk around the ward, holding his leash. "Even though she's confined to the ward, she lights up whenever she plays with Masa," Saori said.

The dog's presence can also help ease fear during medical procedures.

"Masa is a hero," said an 11-year-old fifth-grade boy, adding the dog helped him cope with tests he found frightening. On one visit, they played the balance game Jenga. When Masa pulled out a block, the boy shouted, "Wow!" in excitement.

[image: Rui Hiyama spends time with facility dog Masa at the National Center for Child Health and Development in Tokyo on Oct 23, 2025. (Photo: Kyodo)]
Rui Hiyama spends time with facility dog Masa at the National Center for Child Health and Development in Tokyo on Oct 23, 2025. (Photo: Kyodo)



Masa's handler, Ayami Gonnokami, is a certified pediatric nurse with 25 years of clinical experience. She works closely with doctors, sharing information at conferences on how and when to interact with child patients.

Gonnokami said some children close themselves off during painful treatments and distance themselves from medical staff and their families. "Even at times like those, Masa can just be there for them."

Gonnokami tries to ensure that children spend a calm time with the dog. In one case, she said, a weak, bedridden child was able to walk after interacting with Masa.

Nobuyuki Yotani, head of the hospital's palliative care department, said it is important to respect each child's individuality within the many restrictions of hospitalisation.

"Time spent with Masa is a time when the child can return to being a child, without the attributes of illness," Yotani said. "It contributes to improving their quality of life."

Facility dogs such as Masa are dispatched by the nonprofit organisation Shine On! Kids. The programme began in 2010 at Shizuoka Children's Hospital.

Since then, one dog has been placed at each of four hospitals in Tokyo and Kanagawa prefecture. The organisation plans to introduce a facility dog to Kobe Children's Hospital in Hyogo prefecture in fiscal 2027.

Shine On! Kids aims to introduce facility dogs to all 15 pediatric cancer hospitals in Japan. However, funding remains a major obstacle. The annual cost for a single dog, including health care and personnel expenses, is about 10 million yen, and hospitals rely on donations to cover the expenses.

The organisation said it hopes to gather data on the medical effectiveness of facility dogs and lobby the government to include the programme in the medical fee system.
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									K-pop stars BTS to release album in March ahead of world tour

									
								

									SEOUL - K-pop megastars BTS will release a new album in March ahead of a world tour, the group announced on Thursday.
									South Korea's biggest musical act has been on self-described hiatus since 2022 as its members undertook national military service required of all men under the age of 30.

All seven members were discharged last year, and the group announced a comeback for the spring of 2026.

They confirmed on Thursday that they would release an album on March 20 before heading on tour.

The exact date was revealed in handwritten letters sent to paid members of the official BTS fan group, and later confirmed by their label Big Hit Music.

"I have been waiting more earnestly than anyone else," group leader RM wrote in the letter.

No further details about the album or tour were given.

The album will be BTS's first since the anthology "Proof" which became South Korea's bestselling record of 2022.

Before their military service, BTS generated more than 5.5 trillion won ($3.8 billion) in South Korea per year, according to the government-backed Korea Culture and Tourism Institute.

The figure is equivalent to roughly 0.2 percent of the country's total GDP.

BTS has expanded beyond their home nation to become a global musical phenomenon in recent years.

They hold the record as the most-streamed group on Spotify, and became the first K-pop act to top both the Billboard 200 and the Billboard Artist 100 charts in the United States.
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