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        Middle East flights to Thailand gradually resume, says CAAT
        Commercial flights between Thailand and parts of the Middle East are slowly resuming as airspace restrictions ease, though Kuwait and Bahrain routes remain suspended, the Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand (CAAT) reported on Thursday.

      

      
        Cambodia to investigate gas station closures, ensures supplies
        Close [?]to [?]a third of  Cambodia's fuel depots and petrol stations have closed  temporarily due to shortages &zwnj;but supplies would be made available, its Commerce Minister said on Thursday.

      

      
        Thailand 'too reliant' on foreign energy, Korn says
        Thailand is facing rising fiscal and energy risks stemming from the conflict in the Middle East , according to former finance minister Korn Chatikavanij.

      

      
        Anutin says coalition complete, rules out Klatham, Democrats
        Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has confirmed that the government coalition lineup has been finalised, with the main partners being the Bhumjaithai Party and the Pheu Thai Party, along with several smaller parties.

      

      
        SET outlines strategies to spur market
        The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) has outlined strategies to strengthen Thailand's capital market resilience amid rising global uncertainties stemming from war, energy price volatility, supply chain disruptions and rapid technological change.

      

      
        People's Party apologises for breach of members' data
        The People's Party has apologised for a data breach after it collected members' laser ID codes, exposing them to identity theft and scam risks from misuse of personal data.

      

      
        Klatham MP granted bail in online gambling case
        The Criminal Court on Thursday released Klatham Party MP Chonnaput Naksua on 1-million-baht bail, with a ban on travel abroad, while investigators continue to gather evidence on his alleged links to an online gambling ring.

      

      
        Bangkok among finalists vying to host WorldPride 2030
        Thailand is closer to becoming the first country in Asia to host WorldPride as it has officially entered the race, competing against Spain and the United Kingdom to organise the event in 2030.

      

      
        Russia jails 15 for life over 2024 concert hall attack
        MOSCOW - A Russian court on Thursday sentenced 15 men --- including four gunmen --- to life in prison over the Crocus concert hall attack which left 150 people dead, the deadliest onslaught in Russia in more than two decades.

      

      
        Democrats urge use of high refining margins to bolster oil fund
        The Democrat Party has called on the government to divert windfall refining profits into the Oil Fuel Fund, warning that relying on subsidies of nearly 16 baht a litre to cap diesel prices risks shifting the burden onto the taxpaying public.
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																Commercial flights between Thailand and parts of the Middle East are slowly resuming as airspace restrictions ease, though Kuwait and Bahrain routes remain suspended, the Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand (CAAT) reported on Thursday.
CAAT deputy director Sarun Benjanirat said that although some Middle Eastern airspace remains closed due to ongoing hostilities following US and Israeli attacks on Iran, a number of states have adjusted their safety measures to allow limited operations to resume.

Flights to Saudi Arabia and Oman are now operating normally, he said. The United Arab Emirates (UAE) has also begun restoring services, with restricted operations in place since mid-week.

Mr Sarun said the airline Emirates had informed CAAT that it currently operates two flights a day from Dubai to Thailand -- down from seven daily flights under normal conditions -- but plans to increase frequencies next week. Passengers were advised to monitor flight information directly with the airline.

Etihad Airways and Qatar Airways have also resumed a limited number of flights, though seats on some services are being allocated to specific passenger groups.

Kuwait Airways and Gulf Air of Bahrain have yet to reinstate regular commercial services. Mr Sarun said both carriers may arrange special flights on a case-by-case basis, and passengers should check conditions and travel restrictions with the airlines.

Despite signs of recovery, CAAT warned that the aviation outlook in the region remains uncertain and subject to rapid change depending on security developments.

Travellers are advised to confirm flight status before heading to the airport and allow extra time for their journey, as rerouting may lengthen flight times.

Passengers who encounter service problems or feel they were not properly assisted can file a complaint with CAAT.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3215545/middle-east-flights-to-thailand-gradually-resume-says-caat
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																Close [?]to [?]a third of  Cambodia's fuel depots and petrol stations have closed  temporarily due to shortages but supplies would be made available, its Commerce Minister said on Thursday.
About 2,000 of Cambodia's 6,300 petrol stations had stopped operating since  Wednesday, [?]Commerce Minister Cham Nimul was cited as saying by the Information Ministry.

Investigations were being conducted to establish whether all of the gas station closures were due to shortages or if businesses were holding back [?]stocks in anticipation of higher prices, Cham Nimul said, adding offenders would be fined or have their licences revoked.

The government has plans to coordinate with the  private sector to import fuel if supplies run low, the minister was quoted as saying  at an event organised by parliament, adding that measures were being taken by the state  to [?]ensure price stability for consumers.

Cambodia is dependent on its regional neighbours [?]Thailand, Vietnam, Singapore and Indonesia for imports of fuel, according to data from the World Bank's World Integrated Trade Solution.

Thailand in July 2025 imposed a  ban on fuel exports to Cambodia after the onset of armed conflict between the two countries. Thailand exported 2.2 billion litres of fuel [?]to Cambodia in 2024.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/3215529/cambodia-to-investigate-gas-station-closures-ensures-supplies
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									Thailand 'too reliant' on foreign energy, Korn says								

								Thailand still 'safe haven', says SET chairman
							

																Thailand is facing rising fiscal and energy risks stemming from the conflict in the Middle East , according to former finance minister Korn Chatikavanij.
Speaking at the ONEAM Investment Forum 2026 on Thursday, Democrat Party deputy leader Korn Chatikavanij warned that the kingdom remains highly vulnerable to external shocks because of its heavy reliance on imported energy and limited fiscal buffers.

He described the government's position as one of "limited funds but mounting obligations", citing growing liabilities in the state-run Oil Fuel Fund, shrinking emergency reserves and delays in approving a new national budget.

Thailand's dependence on natural gas for electricity generation was a particular concern, he said. About 70% of power in the country is produced from gas, much of it imported via pipelines from Myanmar or as liquefied natural gas (LNG) shipments from Middle Eastern producers passing through the Strait of Hormuz, he added.

"To contain rising energy costs, the Oil Fuel Fund is subsidising diesel heavily," he said, noting the subsidy costs about 1.3 billion baht a day. Debt in the fund has begun to rise, raising the prospect that the Ministry of Finance may need to guarantee further borrowing, he said.

The state could ease pressure by cutting fuel excise taxes, but Mr Korn cautioned that the government has limited capacity to sacrifice tax revenue for long periods.

Emergency central budget reserves have also fallen to about 30 billion baht, much of which may be used to subsidise fertiliser for farmers, he said.

A shortage of fertiliser, particularly urea produced in the Middle East, could further strain the agricultural sector during the planting season.

Mr Korn added that delays in passing the next national budget mean government spending support may not begin until October or November this year.

"This gap means the government lacks sufficient tools to stimulate growth or mitigate economic pressures effectively," he said.

Beyond immediate risks, he urged structural reforms, including reducing reliance on gas for power generation, tackling household debt, addressing demographic ageing and improving workforce readiness for emerging technologies.

Bourse aims to bolster market resilience

The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) is seeking to strengthen capital market resilience.

SET chairman Kitipong Urapeepatanapong said on Thursday that geopolitical tensions, volatile energy prices and supply chain disruptions have created an uncertain investment environment.

Despite this, Thailand remains a regional "safe haven" supported by strong foreign reserves, manageable public debt and a stable banking system.

He noted that Thai listed companies paid about 680 billion baht in dividends last year, while the exchange is expanding products such as Depositary Receipts linked to more than 330 global firms and developing green finance tools, including carbon credit trading.


	Related: Democrats urge use of high refining margins to bolster oil fund
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																Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has confirmed that the government coalition lineup has been finalised, with the main partners being the Bhumjaithai Party and the Pheu Thai Party, along with several smaller parties.
Speaking at a joint press conference with Pheu Thai executives on Thursday, Bhumjaithai leader Anutin said the coalition had enough parliamentary support and did not need to include additional parties such as the Klatham Party or the Democrat Party.

Pheu Thai leader Julapun Amornvivat and deputy leaders Chousak Sirinil and Sudawan Wangsuphakijkosol were present at the press conference.

Mr Anutin said the number of coalition MPs was already at an appropriate level to ensure effective administration in parliament, adding that the coalition did not seek to form an oversized government with more than 300 seats.

[image: Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, leader of the Bhumjaithai Party, greets Pheu Thai leader Julapun Amornvivat and  deputy leader Chousak Sirinil at the Bhumjaithai headquarters on Thursday. (Photo:Nutthawat Wichieanbut)]
Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, leader of the Bhumjaithai Party, greets Pheu Thai leader Julapun Amornvivat at the Bhumjaithai headquarters in Bangkok on Thursday. (Photo:Nutthawat Wichieanbut)



The Pheu Thai leader and the two deputy leaders on Thursday submitted the name of their candidate for the position of deputy House speaker to Bhumjaithai.

The move comes ahead of the royal ceremony to formally open the parliamentary session on March 14. After the opening, the House of Representatives is expected to convene its first meeting to vote for the House speaker and two deputy speakers.

Mr Anutin said Bhumjaithai and Pheu Thai would jointly nominate candidates for all three positions -the House speaker and two deputies - for parliamentary approval.

He declined to reveal the names of the nominees, saying it would  be inappropriate to disclose them before the formal process.

Asked about the qualifications required for the House speaker, he said the candidate should have knowledge, experience and, ideally, seniority, as well as respect from fellow MPs and familiarity with parliamentary rules and laws.

When asked whether the coalition had secured the support of 291 MPs, Mr Anutin replied "Around that figure."

He also dismissed speculation that parties outside the coalition could later be invited to join even if they supported the prime ministerial vote, reiterating that the coalition lineup had already been settled.

Mr Julapun confirmed that Pheu Thai had already submitted its nominee for deputy House speaker to Mr Anutin, but said the party would not disclose the name until Sunday.

He also declined to confirm whether the nominee was Loei MP Lertsak Phattanachaiyakul, saying the announcement would follow the official process.

On the cabinet lineup, Mr Anutin said discussions so far only concerned the deputy House speaker position and that cabinet posts had not yet been discussed because the prime minister has not been elected.

Mr Julapun added that Pheu Thai had not yet finalised its list of ministerial nominees. The process would proceed step by step, starting with the election of the House speaker and deputy speakers, followed by talks on cabinet structure and nominations.

When asked whether he had phoned Capt Thamanat Prompow, advisory chairman of the Klatham Party, regarding coalition matters, Mr Anutin said he had not spoken with Capt Thamanat.

Asked how he felt about a former ally becoming the opposition, he admitted: "I don't like the feeling, but there are reasons. We can't force it. Friendship and bonds still exist, but we now have different duties. That's politics. Today, Pheu Thai and Bhumjaithai are working together."

When asked why a party that supported Bhumjaithai from the beginning was not included, he replied:

"I'm not saying we chose or didn't choose anyone. We simply don't want a government with over 300 votes."  

The party apparently referred to Klatham as Capt Thamanat, de facto leader of the party, supported Bhumjaithai to form the government last year.
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									SET outlines strategies to spur market								

								Chairman says Thailand still offers investors a relatively 'safe haven' and can do more
							

																The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) has outlined strategies to strengthen Thailand's capital market resilience amid rising global uncertainties stemming from war, energy price volatility, supply chain disruptions and rapid technological change.
Despite the highly uncertain investment landscape, Thailand still holds strong potential due to its economic stability and diversified industrial structure, SET chairman Kitipong Urapeepatanapong said at a seminar on Thursday.

Thailand continues to be viewed as a relatively "safe haven" in the region, supported by strong foreign-exchange reserves, manageable public debt levels and a resilient banking system, he said. The country's economic recovery is also gaining traction, reflected in improving GDP growth, expanding exports and rising private investment.

From an investment perspective, the Thai equity market remains attractive as a value play. Many listed companies are also priced below book value but still offer strong dividend payouts. Thai listed firms distributed 680 billion baht in dividends last year, particularly in the banking, energy and technology sectors.

The exchange is working to attract international technology firms by coordinating with investment authorities on a fast-track listing pathway, allowing companies in emerging sectors such as data centres and electric vehicles to list based on business potential and technology strength rather than solely on profitability requirements.

At the same time, the SET is expanding investment products to enhance portfolio diversification. Thai investors can now gain overseas exposure through depositary receipts (DRs) linked to more than 330 global companies, while tools such as inverse exchange-traded funds (ETFs) allow investors to hedge market risks during periods of volatility.

The exchange is also developing a green capital market ecosystem, including carbon credit trading and environmentally linked derivatives, aimed at attracting global ESG-focused investors.

Strengthening market integrity remains a priority in light of scandals in recent years such as the Stark Corp fraud, More Return manipulation, and false disclosure at JKN Global. The SET is increasingly using AI-driven surveillance systems to detect suspicious trading patterns such as insider trading and market manipulation.

To further deter wrongdoing, Mr Kitipong suggested that regulators consider freezing or confiscating assets immediately when serious misconduct is detected, allowing suspects to explain afterward. Such an approach could quickly halt damage and strengthen investor confidence.

Ultimately, restoring trust and transparency in the market will require closer cooperation among enforcement agencies, including the Securities and Exchange Commission of Thailand (SEC), the Anti-Money Laundering Office of Thailand, the Department of Special Investigation, and public prosecutors.

"Thailand's capital market is undergoing a transition toward a more modern financial hub -- stressing its traditional stability while embracing innovation, stronger governance and new investment products to navigate an increasingly volatile global environment," Mr Kitipong said.
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									People's Party apologises for breach of members' data								

								Remedial steps taken but members advised to remain on alert for scams
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																The People's Party has apologised for a data breach after it collected members' laser ID codes, exposing them to identity theft and scam risks from misuse of personal data.
In an announcement on its Facebook page on Thursday, the party said the breach of its membership database occurred on Feb 23, and members' rights might be affected. It advised all members to change their passcodes immediately.

According to the post, an initial examination found that the breach affected data used for membership applications. They include members' names, family names, identification card numbers, addresses, birthdates, phone numbers, email addresses and pictures of documents used for the membership application.

The party insisted the breach did not affect other internal systems, including passwords, complaint submission systems, opinion submission platforms or donation systems.

According to recent reports, the party has more than 100,000 members.

The party said that on Tuesday it obtained additional information about the nature and details of the breach, which could potentially affect the rights and freedoms of data owners.

As a result, it took further steps including notifying affected members about the incident and remedial measures, and providing additional updates to data protection authorities.

The party said members who were the owners of the data should be watchful for possible contacts from strangers who might pretend to be representatives of the party or other organisations and request additional information.

The party also warned its members to seriously watch out for any financial transactions that they did not make but were conducted on their behalf.

Members should also regularly check the records of their credit and financial transactions and should immediately change the passwords they used for such transactions.

Last month the party insisted that the personal data including laser ID numbers of its members that it collected were secure.

Laser ID numbers are the alphanumeric codes printed on the back of Thai national identification cards. Cardholders are advised to keep them secret because the codes can be used to verify identities and make important transactions.

"The party sincerely apologises for what has happened and acknowledges the concerns of all members," the statement said.

"We recognise that protecting members' personal data is critically important, and the trust of our members is our highest priority."
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									Klatham MP granted bail in online gambling case								

								Chonnaput forbidden to travel abroad, expresses confidence evidence will clear him
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																The Criminal Court on Thursday released Klatham Party MP Chonnaput Naksua on 1-million-baht bail, with a ban on travel abroad, while investigators continue to gather evidence on his alleged links to an online gambling ring.
The Department of Special Investigation (DSI) had brought the Songkhla MP to court to seek his detention following a three-hour interrogation.

Mr Chonnaput arrived at DSI headquarters with his lawyer at about 11am to answer allegations of organising illegal online gambling and money laundering. He denies both charges, though the DSI says it has strong evidence including audio clips.

Before the questioning, the MP for Songkhla Constituency 4 told reporters that he had come in response to a summons and brought explanatory documents, adding he was not worried about bail despite having no parliamentary immunity because parliament has not convened.

He expressed confidence that the evidence would clear him and was not concerned about asset freezes by the Anti-Money Laundering Office, saying he would clarify each issue as it arises. 

Throughout the media scrum he appeared calm and smiling.

At 2.15pm, the DSI officials escorted Mr Chonnaput to a Toyota Alphard to take him to the Criminal Court on Ratchadaphisek Road.

Mr Chonnaphat was not handcuffed and was allowed to travel in his own car, with DSI officers and his lawyer accompanying him and DSI vehicles escorting the car front and rear.

Reporters noted his demeanour turned tense, with a faint, subdued smile after being informed of the charges in court, in contrast to his more relaxed appearance in the morning.

Investigators opposed bail at the interrogation stage. Although Mr Chonnaput is now an MP, he does not enjoy parliamentary immunity because parliament has yet to convene.

The money-laundering charge linked to the gambling network carries a maximum penalty of more than 10 years' imprisonment. Under the law, a suspect in such a case can be detained for up to seven 12-day periods, or 84 days in total, while police continue their investigation.
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									Bangkok among finalists vying to host WorldPride 2030								
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																Thailand is closer to becoming the first country in Asia to host WorldPride as it has officially entered the race, competing against Spain and the United Kingdom to organise the event in 2030.
"A new chapter in Asia's struggle for equality is being written!" the Bangkok Pride Facebook wrote on Wednesday.

The country has officially cleared the qualification screening and is now a formal candidate to host the event in 2030, it said.

Bangkok Pride, the organiser of annual pride festival in the capital since 2022, hailed the position as a monumental milestone of its mission to become the first Asian country to host the global movement.

"It stands as a testament to Thailand's unwavering commitment to advancing human rights on the world stage," Bangkok Pride said, adding that it is not just to bid for the event but "to become the ultimate sanctuary and destination for the LGBTQIA+ community from every corner of the globe".

The official bidding process and unveiling of the strategic roadmap for the event will take place at the InterPride General Meeting & World Conference (GM&WC) 2026, held in Phuket in October.

Bangkok Pride has expressed a commitment to securing WorldPride 2030 since June last year when the Bangkok Pride Festival took place in the wake of a historic milestone for Thailand's LGBTQ+ community -- the enactment of the Marriage Equality Bill.

Photo gallery: Bangkok Pride Parade 2025

Alongside Bangkok are two other world-class contenders: Barcelona Pride (Spain) and Pride in London (United Kingdom).

WorldPride is a major international LGBTQIA+ event organised by Interpride and held every two to three years featuring parades, festivals and human rights conferences. The 2026 event will take place from July 25 to Aug 8 in Amsterdam. 
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									Russia jails 15 for life over 2024 concert hall attack								

								Kremlin claimed attack had links to Ukraine but never provided evidence
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																MOSCOW - A Russian court on Thursday sentenced 15 men -- including four gunmen -- to life in prison over the Crocus concert hall attack which left 150 people dead, the deadliest onslaught in Russia in more than two decades.
Relatives of some of the victims in the attack on March 22, 2024 -- claimed by Islamic State (IS) -- stood in the grand Moscow military court as the ruling was read out.

Shamsidin Fariduni, Dalerdzhon Mirzoyev, Makhammadsobir Fayzov and Saidakrami Rachabolizoda -- all Tajik citizens who went on a shooting spree in the building before setting it on fire -- looked down as the judge sentenced them to life.

Eleven other men -- some Russian citizens -- were also jailed for life for acting as accomplices and of having terrorist links.

Four more men -- including a father and his sons -- were handed sentences of between 19 and 22 years over their links with the men.

The attack in the Moscow surburbs was Russia's worst since the 2004 Beslan school siege.

The gunmen entered the concert hall shortly before a concert by the Soviet-era rock band Picnic. They then set fire to the building, trapping many victims. The attack wounded more than 600 people. Six children were among those killed.

The attack came two years into Moscow's war in Ukraine, with Russia -- bogged down by the offensive -- dismissing US warnings of an imminent attack.

The Kremlin had suggested a Ukrainian connection at the time of the attack, but never provided evidence.

Russia's Investigative Committee said after the ruling it was "reliably established" that the attack was "planned and committed in the interests of" Kyiv.

It accused the men of also plotting attacks in Dagestan.

'Like yesterday'

The ruling came ahead of the second anniversary of the killings.

"For us all it's like yesterday," Ivan Pomorin, who was filming the Crocus Hall concert at the time, told AFP in the court.

"For us, the victims and relatives of the victims, it is not clear whether everyone is brought to justice, it looks like these are not the people who could organise it, the investigative committee should continue to work," he added.

The four gunmen -- aged 20 to 31 at the time -- worked in various professions, among them was a taxi driver, factory employee and construction worker.

They stood in the glass defendants' cage, surrounded by security guards.

According to media reports, Mirzoyev's brother was killed fighting in Syria, possibly leading to his radicalisation.

Hours after the attack, Russia brought them to court with signs of torture -- including one barely conscious in a wheelchair. Social media videos linked to security services showed bloody interrogations.

The TASS state news agency reported this month, citing a lawyer, that two of them -- Dzhabrail Aushyev and Khusein Medov -- had asked the court to be sent to fight in Ukraine instead of a life sentence.

Anti-migrant turn

Throughout its offensive, Russia has recruited prisoners for its military campaign, offering a buy-out from their sentences should they survive.

According to the lawyer quoted by TASS, Medov said he wanted to "redeem his guilt with blood".

Prosecutors had also demanded that relatives of one of the gunmen be stripped of their Russian citizenship.

Russia -- already undergoing a conservative social turn during the war -- upped anti-migrant laws and rhetoric after the attack.

This has led to tensions with Moscow's allies in Central Asia, some of whom have confronted Russia and called on it to respect the rights of their citizens.

Russia's economy has for years been heavily reliant on millions of Central Asian migrants.

But their flow to Russia dipped after Moscow launched its Ukraine campaign and some Central Asians also held back from going to Russia after the post-Crocus migrant crackdowns.
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									Democrats urge use of high refining margins to bolster oil fund								

								Fund burning through billions to subsidise fuel and will need to borrow to cover losses
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																The Democrat Party has called on the government to divert windfall refining profits into the Oil Fuel Fund, warning that relying on subsidies of nearly 16 baht a litre to cap diesel prices risks shifting the burden onto the taxpaying public.
The gross refining margin (GRM) has surged to almost three times the level seen in February, and the additional funds should be channelled to the Oil Fuel Fund to limit future costs to consumers, Democrat leader Abhisit Vejjajiva and his deputy Korn Chatikavanij said on Thursday.

Mr Abhisit noted that the government is currently freezing the diesel pump price by close to 17 baht per litre from the fund -- "a very high figure" that would translate into a deferred liability for taxpayers.

If the Mideast war is protracted and oil prices stay high, the fund will lose tens of billions of baht and will have to borrow money to restore solvency.

"I want to urge the government that, in the current energy crisis, it must review the entire energy-pricing structure -- not only oil but also gas and electricity -- to lessen the impact on the public and ensure that no one is able to seek excessive profit or returns in an economy like this," the former prime minister said.

The state-run Oil Fuel Fund is currently losing more than 1 billion baht per day as it continues subsidising prices of diesel and other fuels, acting Energy Minister Auttapol Rerkpiboon said on Wednesday.

According to cabinet documents released a day earlier, the fund's accumulated losses are expected to reach around 10 billion baht by March 18.

Artificial price stability

Mr Korn, a party-list MP and former finance minister, raised the same concern, saying many motorists may not realise pump prices appear stable because the fund is compensating them.

On Wednesday, he said, the fund subsidised diesel by 16.97 baht a litre, while gasohol 91 and 95 were subsidised by 7.41 baht.

The government on March 2 announced a 15-day freeze, holding diesel at 29.94 baht per litre through March 17.

Mr Korn said that if global market pressures do not ease by then, prices will likely need to be raised to reduce the strain on the Oil Fuel Fund and allow market signals to encourage more prudent fuel use.

"There is one issue the Commerce Ministry should not overlook -- the refining margin, which has tripled over the past 10 days, from 2 baht per litre to 6 baht," he said.

"This means we are using the public's money to pay extra profit to oil refineries. If the ministry kept the margin at a normal level of 2 baht, pump prices could immediately fall by as much as 4 baht per litre."

The pair's proposal echoes measures introduced in 2022, when the government pressed refineries and gas separation plants to contribute windfall profits to the Oil Fuel Fund, after the Russia-Ukraine war tightened global fuel supplies and pushed margins sharply higher.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3215450/democrats-urge-use-of-high-refining-margins-to-bolster-oil-fund



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Breaking News
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            News
          
        

      

      Top Stories

      
        Anutin says coalition complete, rules out Klatham, Democrats
        Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has confirmed that the government coalition lineup has been finalised, with the main partners being the Bhumjaithai Party and the Pheu Thai Party, along with several smaller parties.

      

      
        People's Party apologises for breach of members' data
        The People's Party has apologised for a data breach after it collected members' laser ID codes, exposing them to identity theft and scam risks from misuse of personal data.

      

      
        Klatham MP granted bail in online gambling case
        The Criminal Court on Thursday released Klatham Party MP Chonnaput Naksua on 1-million-baht bail, with a ban on travel abroad, while investigators continue to gather evidence on his alleged links to an online gambling ring.

      

      
        Thai authorities rebut claims of huge Israeli presence
        Immigration police have come forward to rebut claims circulating on social media that hundreds of thousands of Israelis have settled in Thailand.

      

      
        Thailand denounces Iranian attack on ship
        Thailand on Thursday denounced the attack on a Thai-flagged cargo vessel in the Strait of Hormuz and summoned Iran's ambassador, as authorities race to rescue three crew members feared trapped aboard the damaged ship.

      

      
        Iran sets two oil tankers ablaze near Iraq
         Iran has set ablaze two tankers in Iraqi waters as it stepped up attacks on oil and &zwnj;transport facilities across the Middle East, warning the world should be ready for oil at $200 a barrel in defiance of President Donald Trump's claim that the United States had already won the war.

      

      
        Death Fest: a public forum for a private topic
        Death Fest at Impact Exhibition Center does not resemble the kind of event its name suggests. There is no spectacle. Instead, the space is filled with information booths, small group discussions and visitors moving steadily between sessions on ageing, palliative care and planning for the end of life.

      

      
        Thailand among countries facing US trade probe
        WASHINGTON - The United States announced new investigations Wednesday into what it considers unfair trade practices by dozens of countries, including Thailand, opening the door to penalties such as further tariffs as President Donald Trump seeks to replace duties struck down earlier by the Supreme Court.

      

      
        Thailand sends 40,000 stranded tourists home
        More than 40,000 tourists stranded here by flight disruptions in the Middle East have safely returned home, aided by the Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand's (CAAT) temporary approval for tour operators in the originating countries to send charter flights to retrieve them.

      

      
        Homebuyers advised to decide quickly
        Banks are urging prospective homebuyers to make purchasing decisions within the first half of the year before costs rise further, amid concerns that inflation could increase under wartime conditions.

      

      
        
          	
            Breaking News
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            News
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Anutin says coalition complete, rules out Klatham, Democrats								

															

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, second from left, says a government coalition lineup has been finalised during a press conference on Thursday. Pheu Thai leader Julapun Amornvivat, second from left, and key party figures from both parties were present during the joint press conference held at the Bhumjaithai headquarters. (Photo: Nutthawat Wichieanbut)]
											
																							
													Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, second from left, says a government coalition lineup has been finalised during a press conference on Thursday. Pheu Thai leader Julapun Amornvivat, second from left, and  key party figures from both parties were present during the joint press conference held at the Bhumjaithai headquarters. (Photo: Nutthawat Wichieanbut)												

																					

									

																Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has confirmed that the government coalition lineup has been finalised, with the main partners being the Bhumjaithai Party and the Pheu Thai Party, along with several smaller parties.
Speaking at a joint press conference with Pheu Thai executives on Thursday, Bhumjaithai leader Anutin said the coalition had enough parliamentary support and did not need to include additional parties such as the Klatham Party or the Democrat Party.

Pheu Thai leader Julapun Amornvivat and deputy leaders Chousak Sirinil and Sudawan Wangsuphakijkosol were present at the press conference.

Mr Anutin said the number of coalition MPs was already at an appropriate level to ensure effective administration in parliament, adding that the coalition did not seek to form an oversized government with more than 300 seats.

[image: Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, leader of the Bhumjaithai Party, greets Pheu Thai leader Julapun Amornvivat and  deputy leader Chousak Sirinil at the Bhumjaithai headquarters on Thursday. (Photo:Nutthawat Wichieanbut)]
Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, leader of the Bhumjaithai Party, greets Pheu Thai leader Julapun Amornvivat at the Bhumjaithai headquarters in Bangkok on Thursday. (Photo:Nutthawat Wichieanbut)



The Pheu Thai leader and the two deputy leaders on Thursday submitted the name of their candidate for the position of deputy House speaker to Bhumjaithai.

The move comes ahead of the royal ceremony to formally open the parliamentary session on March 14. After the opening, the House of Representatives is expected to convene its first meeting to vote for the House speaker and two deputy speakers.

Mr Anutin said Bhumjaithai and Pheu Thai would jointly nominate candidates for all three positions -the House speaker and two deputies - for parliamentary approval.

He declined to reveal the names of the nominees, saying it would  be inappropriate to disclose them before the formal process.

Asked about the qualifications required for the House speaker, he said the candidate should have knowledge, experience and, ideally, seniority, as well as respect from fellow MPs and familiarity with parliamentary rules and laws.

When asked whether the coalition had secured the support of 291 MPs, Mr Anutin replied "Around that figure."

He also dismissed speculation that parties outside the coalition could later be invited to join even if they supported the prime ministerial vote, reiterating that the coalition lineup had already been settled.

Mr Julapun confirmed that Pheu Thai had already submitted its nominee for deputy House speaker to Mr Anutin, but said the party would not disclose the name until Sunday.

He also declined to confirm whether the nominee was Loei MP Lertsak Phattanachaiyakul, saying the announcement would follow the official process.

On the cabinet lineup, Mr Anutin said discussions so far only concerned the deputy House speaker position and that cabinet posts had not yet been discussed because the prime minister has not been elected.

Mr Julapun added that Pheu Thai had not yet finalised its list of ministerial nominees. The process would proceed step by step, starting with the election of the House speaker and deputy speakers, followed by talks on cabinet structure and nominations.

When asked whether he had phoned Capt Thamanat Prompow, advisory chairman of the Klatham Party, regarding coalition matters, Mr Anutin said he had not spoken with Capt Thamanat.

Asked how he felt about a former ally becoming the opposition, he admitted: "I don't like the feeling, but there are reasons. We can't force it. Friendship and bonds still exist, but we now have different duties. That's politics. Today, Pheu Thai and Bhumjaithai are working together."

When asked why a party that supported Bhumjaithai from the beginning was not included, he replied:

"I'm not saying we chose or didn't choose anyone. We simply don't want a government with over 300 votes."  

The party apparently referred to Klatham as Capt Thamanat, de facto leader of the party, supported Bhumjaithai to form the government last year.
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									People's Party apologises for breach of members' data								

								Remedial steps taken but members advised to remain on alert for scams
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																The People's Party has apologised for a data breach after it collected members' laser ID codes, exposing them to identity theft and scam risks from misuse of personal data.
In an announcement on its Facebook page on Thursday, the party said the breach of its membership database occurred on Feb 23, and members' rights might be affected. It advised all members to change their passcodes immediately.

According to the post, an initial examination found that the breach affected data used for membership applications. They include members' names, family names, identification card numbers, addresses, birthdates, phone numbers, email addresses and pictures of documents used for the membership application.

The party insisted the breach did not affect other internal systems, including passwords, complaint submission systems, opinion submission platforms or donation systems.

According to recent reports, the party has more than 100,000 members.

The party said that on Tuesday it obtained additional information about the nature and details of the breach, which could potentially affect the rights and freedoms of data owners.

As a result, it took further steps including notifying affected members about the incident and remedial measures, and providing additional updates to data protection authorities.

The party said members who were the owners of the data should be watchful for possible contacts from strangers who might pretend to be representatives of the party or other organisations and request additional information.

The party also warned its members to seriously watch out for any financial transactions that they did not make but were conducted on their behalf.

Members should also regularly check the records of their credit and financial transactions and should immediately change the passwords they used for such transactions.

Last month the party insisted that the personal data including laser ID numbers of its members that it collected were secure.

Laser ID numbers are the alphanumeric codes printed on the back of Thai national identification cards. Cardholders are advised to keep them secret because the codes can be used to verify identities and make important transactions.

"The party sincerely apologises for what has happened and acknowledges the concerns of all members," the statement said.

"We recognise that protecting members' personal data is critically important, and the trust of our members is our highest priority."
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									Klatham MP granted bail in online gambling case								

								Chonnaput forbidden to travel abroad, expresses confidence evidence will clear him
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																The Criminal Court on Thursday released Klatham Party MP Chonnaput Naksua on 1-million-baht bail, with a ban on travel abroad, while investigators continue to gather evidence on his alleged links to an online gambling ring.
The Department of Special Investigation (DSI) had brought the Songkhla MP to court to seek his detention following a three-hour interrogation.

Mr Chonnaput arrived at DSI headquarters with his lawyer at about 11am to answer allegations of organising illegal online gambling and money laundering. He denies both charges, though the DSI says it has strong evidence including audio clips.

Before the questioning, the MP for Songkhla Constituency 4 told reporters that he had come in response to a summons and brought explanatory documents, adding he was not worried about bail despite having no parliamentary immunity because parliament has not convened.

He expressed confidence that the evidence would clear him and was not concerned about asset freezes by the Anti-Money Laundering Office, saying he would clarify each issue as it arises. 

Throughout the media scrum he appeared calm and smiling.

At 2.15pm, the DSI officials escorted Mr Chonnaput to a Toyota Alphard to take him to the Criminal Court on Ratchadaphisek Road.

Mr Chonnaphat was not handcuffed and was allowed to travel in his own car, with DSI officers and his lawyer accompanying him and DSI vehicles escorting the car front and rear.

Reporters noted his demeanour turned tense, with a faint, subdued smile after being informed of the charges in court, in contrast to his more relaxed appearance in the morning.

Investigators opposed bail at the interrogation stage. Although Mr Chonnaput is now an MP, he does not enjoy parliamentary immunity because parliament has yet to convene.

The money-laundering charge linked to the gambling network carries a maximum penalty of more than 10 years' imprisonment. Under the law, a suspect in such a case can be detained for up to seven 12-day periods, or 84 days in total, while police continue their investigation.
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									Thai authorities rebut claims of huge Israeli presence								

								Immigration police supply latest figures to douse persistent online rumours
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																Immigration police have come forward to rebut claims circulating on social media that hundreds of thousands of Israelis have settled in Thailand.
There are no irregularities with verified arrival and departure figures for Israeli nationals, Immigration Bureau officials said on Thursday.

They were responding to a claim on social media that about 425,000 Israelis -- about four percent of the total Israeli population -- have settled in Thailand.

The figure happens to be close to the number of Israelis who visited Thailand in 2025, said Pol Maj Gen Choengron Rimpadee, a spokesman for the bureau. Other than that it has no basis in fact.

Immigration data from the five main airports in Thailand showed that 420,202 Israelis arrived in the country last year and 405,712 departed.

From Jan 1 to March 11 this year, 84,238 Israelis visited Thailand and 80,171 left the country.

The technology centre of the Immigration Bureau reported that there were 31,892 Israelis in Thailand on Tuesday. The figure included tourists arriving under the free-visa scheme, as well as those seeking longer-term visas for business, education and family visits.

"Regarding the arrivals and departures, there have not been any abnormal stays," Pol Maj Gen Choengron said.

Among Israelis seeking long-stay visas, he said, there were 139 in Mae Hong Son, one in Amnat Charoen province, and none in Phrae and Phayao.

On islands including Koh Samui and Koh Phangan, 5,938 Israelis sought short- and long-term visas from Jan 1 to March 11, Pol Maj Gen Choengron said.

Immigration police can deny entry to any visitors who have suspicious records of previous stays in Thailand or other countries.

At the same time, police say, they remain mindful of concerns that Israeli travellers could be targets for attacks by those who oppose Israel's political and military aims.

"I can confirm that the Immigration Bureau is taking full precautions on the possible impact of the Middle East war so that we will not become an area for retaliation by any conflicting countries," Pol Maj Gen Choengron said.

Rumours have circulated frequently on social media about the extent of the Israeli presence in Thailand. Reports of "30,000 Israelis" forming a "promised land" in specific areas were officially denied by Thai authorities in February.

Last year Thai authorities stepped in to combat anti-Israeli backlash in Pai in Mae Hong Son, a favourite destination of Israeli travellers.

The southern tourist island of Koh Phangan is another popular destination, but there have been complaints there about widespread ownership of land and businesses by Israelis.
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									Thailand denounces Iranian attack on ship								

								Ambassador summoned in Bangkok as efforts continue to rescue three trapped sailors
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																Thailand on Thursday denounced the attack on a Thai-flagged cargo vessel in the Strait of Hormuz and summoned Iran's ambassador, as authorities race to rescue three crew members feared trapped aboard the damaged ship.
The bulk carrier Mayuree Naree was struck on Wednesday by Iranian projectiles while transiting the strategic waterway without cargo. Of the 23 crew members on board, 20 were rescued by the Omani navy after abandoning the vessel in a lifeboat.

The three missing sailors were trapped in the engine room at the stern, where the ship was hit and a fire broke out, according to its owner, SET-listed Precious Shipping Plc.

Thai diplomats in Muscat are working with Omani authorities on rescue efforts, said Panidone Pachimsawat, spokesman for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

All Thai vessels have left the Strait of Hormuz and Bangkok had "protested against the violence done to the commercial ships", Mr Panidone told reporters.

'Gravely concerned'

Thailand was "gravely concerned about the dire situation in the Middle East, precipitated by Israeli and US attacks and followed by retaliation by Iran", the ministry said in a statement.

It warned that the ongoing violence risks further escalating tensions in the region and beyond.

"The situation poses serious threats to the lives and safety of innocent civilians," the ministry said, urging all parties to respect international law, "exercise utmost restraint and immediately de-escalate tensions".

Iran's Revolutionary Guards said on Wednesday that they had struck the Mayuree Naree, as well as a Liberia-flagged vessel, in the Hormuz strait because the ships had ignored "warnings".

"Three crew members are reported missing and believed to be trapped in the engine room," Precious Shipping said in a statement on Wednesday.

"Unfortunately, that remains the case," managing director Khalid Hashim told AFP on Thursday.

"We still have not been able to get anyone to board our ship, even though the fire has been extinguished," he said.

"We are trying different avenues to get onboard."
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									Iran sets two oil tankers ablaze near Iraq								

								Tehran warns world to be ready for $200 oil as Trump claim to have 'won' the war
							

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: An image from a video shows a ship burning after explosive-laden boats believed to be Iranian attacked two fuel tankers in Iraqi waters late on March 11, 2026. (Photo: Media Office of Iraqi Ports via Reuters)]
											
																							
													An image from a video shows a ship burning after explosive-laden boats believed to be Iranian attacked two fuel tankers in Iraqi waters late on March 11, 2026. (Photo: Media Office of Iraqi Ports via Reuters)												

																					

									

																 Iran has set ablaze two tankers in Iraqi waters as it stepped up attacks on oil and transport facilities across the Middle East, warning the world should be ready for oil at $200 a barrel in defiance of President Donald Trump's claim that the United States had already won the war.
Since the joint US and Israeli air strikes on Iran almost two weeks ago, the war has so far killed around 2,000 people and thrown global energy markets and transport into chaos.

The conflict has spread across the Middle East and prompted plans for a record release of strategic oil reserves to dampen one of the worst  fuel shocks since the 1970s.

The United Nations Children's Fund (Unicef) said [?]more than 1,100 children had been killed or injured.

At a campaign-style rally in Kentucky on Wednesday ahead of November midterm elections in which his Republican party is trailing badly, Trump said the United States had won the war but didn't want to have to go back every two years.

"We don't want to leave early do we?" he said . "We got to finish the job."

Oil prices, which shot up earlier in the week to nearly $120 a barrel before settling back to around $90, rose nearly 5% on Wednesday and extended gains in Asian trade on Thursday amid renewed fears about supply disruption. Wall Street's main share indices fell and stocks in Asia followed suit.

Iran has made clear it intends to impose a prolonged economic shock, with the spokesperson for Iran's military command saying in remarks directed at the US on Wednesday: "Get ready for oil [?]to be $200 a barrel, because the oil price depends on regional security, which you have destabilised."

Iranian explosive-laden boats appear to have attacked two fuel tankers in Iraqi waters setting them ablaze and killing one crew member after projectiles struck three merchant vessels in Gulf waters, port officials, maritime security and risk firms said on Thursday.

"This appears to mark a direct and forceful Iranian response to the International Energy Agency's overnight announcement of a massive strategic reserve release aimed at cooling runaway prices," said Tony Sycamore, an analyst at IG.

Iran also targeted fuel tanks at a facility in Bahrain's Muharraq, the interior ministry said.

The IEA, made up of major oil-consuming nations, on Wednesday recommended  releasing 400 million barrels from global strategic reserves to dampen one of the worst oil shocks since the 1970s, the biggest such intervention in history.

Trump said the IEA decision "will substantially reduce oil prices as we end this threat to America and the world".

US Energy Secretary Chris Wright said Trump had authorised the release of 172 million barrels from  the US Strategic Petroleum Reserve starting next week.

Crucial oil route blocked

So far there has been no sign that ships can safely sail through the Strait of Hormuz, the now-blockaded channel along the Iranian coast that serves as a conduit for around a fifth of the world's oil.

On Wednesday, an Iranian military spokesperson said the Strait was "undoubtedly" under  Iran's [?]control and the G7 group of nations -- the United States, Canada, Japan, Italy, Britain, Germany and France -- agreed to examine the option of providing escort for ships so they can navigate freely in the Gulf.

Trump said US forces had knocked out 58 Iranian naval ships and that Iran was "pretty much at the [?]end of the line".

He said the US would now "look very strongly" at the Strait of Hormuz, adding: "The straits are in great shape. We've knocked out all of their boats. They have some missiles, but not very many."

Trump said earlier that ships "should" transit through the strait but sources said Iran had deployed about a dozen mines in the channel, further complicating the blockade.

ABC News said the Federal Bureau of Investigation had warned of Iranian drones potentially striking the US West Coast, although Trump said he [?]was not worried that Iran might launch strikes on US soil.

The US State Department also warned that Iran and aligned militias may be planning to target US-owned  oil and energy infrastructure in Iraq and warned that militias had in the past targeted hotels frequented by Americans.

US and Israeli officials have said their aim is to end Iran's ability to project force beyond its borders and destroy its nuclear programme. An Israeli military official said the military still had an extensive list of targets to hit in Iran, including ballistic missile and nuclear-related sites.

The US military told Iranians to stay clear of ports with Iranian navy facilities, drawing a warning from Iran's military that if the ports were threatened, economic and [?]trade centres in the region would be "legitimate targets".

With pump prices surging, oil prices have  become an increasingly urgent element in the calculations behind the war.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/3215339/iran-sets-two-oil-tankers-ablaze-near-iraq



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									Death Fest: a public forum for a private topic

									Exhibition in Bangkok seeks to raise awareness of end-of-life issues
								

									Death Fest at Impact Exhibition Center does not resemble the kind of event its name suggests. There is no spectacle. Instead, the space is filled with information booths, small group discussions and visitors moving steadily between sessions on ageing, palliative care and planning for the end of life.
									Now in its second year, Death Fest (held from March 13-15) has expanded both in scale and in ambition. Organised by Peaceful Death together with media and community partners, the event brings hospitals, public health organisations, social enterprises and spiritual counsellors into one shared space.

What emerges is not a medical expo in the conventional sense, but something broader in scope. Alongside practical guidance, the programming encourages visitors to consider how they see themselves at the end of life in relation to how they are living now, narrowing the distance between what is often treated as a remote eventuality and the choices that shape everyday life.

The structure of the event is practical. Hospitals, advocacy groups and community organisations share space with service providers offering guidance on advance care planning, organ donation, hospice options and funeral arrangements. The premise is simple but significant.

In Thailand, information about end-of-life care is often scattered across institutions and only sought out when circumstances are urgent. Death Fest gathers that material in one place and allows people to approach it before they are forced to.

What becomes noticeable after spending time there is not just the range of information available, but the different ways people move through it. Some arrive with specific questions and attend talks about navigating the healthcare system or managing long-term illness at home.

Others move more gradually, stopping to read about legal directives or palliative care, sometimes lingering longer than they expected. The event accommodates both urgency and curiosity without privileging one over the other.

The crowd is mixed in age, and that mix shapes the atmosphere. Middle-aged visitors often appear focused, asking detailed questions about support networks and care coordination. Younger attendees move between zones with a quieter curiosity.

They may not be making immediate decisions, but they are absorbing language and concepts that rarely surface in everyday conversation. Conversations continue in hallways and nearby cafes, where practical concerns blend with personal reflection in ways that feel less formal than the setting might suggest.

Healthcare professionals engage differently again. Outside of clinical environments, their exchanges with visitors are less compressed. Instead of explaining options during moments of crisis, they are able to describe them in context, answering questions that might otherwise go unasked. The setting shifts the tone from urgency to preparation, from reaction to foresight.

The event also broadens the conversation beyond medical intervention. Workshops and talks touch on caregiver wellbeing, mental health and the emotional realities of supporting someone through illness.

Community groups addressing suicide awareness and bereavement share resources alongside organisations focused on ageing and hospice care. The framing is not about prolonging life at any cost, but about understanding the spectrum of care and making informed choices that reflect individual values and circumstances.

Even the more unconventional elements, such as displays of environmentally conscious coffin designs or discussions about alternative funeral arrangements, are presented as options rather than statements. They signal that end-of-life planning can reflect personal priorities, whether environmental, cultural or spiritual. Religious representatives are present, but so are secular advocates. The emphasis remains on access to information rather than prescription.

It would be easy to describe Death Fest as simply educational, but that would understate its social dimension. The event creates a temporary public forum for topics that are typically handled in private. In many Thai households, conversations about death are postponed until circumstances demand them. By moving the subject into an exhibition hall, the organisers reduce some of the stigma that silence tends to reinforce.

Not everyone who attends leaves with a completed plan. For some, the impact is subtler. A visitor might not draft an advance directive that day, but they may leave with enough understanding to initiate a conversation at home. Others may realise that comfort-focused care is not synonymous with neglect, or that support networks exist beyond immediate family.

What Death Fest ultimately reveals is less about death itself and more about the gap in accessible public discussion. As Thailand's population continues to age, questions about care, dignity and responsibility will surface more frequently. Events like this do not resolve those questions, but they make them speakable.

By assembling practical resources alongside open dialogue, the event reframes preparation as a form of care rather than pessimism. The exhibition hall becomes a space where people can encounter difficult information on their own terms, at a pace that feels manageable.

In doing so, it offers something that is often missing from conversations about mortality: structure. And once that structure exists, people seem willing to step into it.
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									Thailand among countries facing US trade probe								

								'Excess industrial capacity' singled out as possible basis for new tariffs
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																WASHINGTON - The United States announced new investigations Wednesday into what it considers unfair trade practices by dozens of countries, including Thailand, opening the door to penalties such as further tariffs as President Donald Trump seeks to replace duties struck down earlier by the Supreme Court.
The Trump administration is launching separate investigations centred on overproduction and importing goods made with forced labour, US Trade Representative Jamieson Greer told reporters.

The excess industrial capacity probe targets Thailand, China, the EU, Singapore, Switzerland, Norway, Indonesia, Malaysia, Cambodia, South Korea, Vietnam, Taiwan, Bangladesh, Mexico, Japan and India, according to a statement issued by the Office of the USTR.

It said it would accept comments until April 15, withy hearings in connection with the investigations starting on May 5.  

Many of the countries targeted have already concluded tariff agreements with Washington, which Greer said are "independent" of the investigations.

He said Trump's trade policy remains the same as it has been "for decades," even if his tools may change.

"We need to protect American jobs, and we need to make sure we have fair trade with our trading partners," he added. "If we need to impose tariffs to help solve this, we will."

Others subject to the excess capacity probe initiated Wednesday include Singapore, Switzerland, South Korea, Vietnam, Taiwan and Mexico.

The investigation "will focus on economies that we have evidence appear to exhibit structural excess capacity and production in various manufacturing sectors," Greer said.

He did not specify if the eventual penalties would differ based on the country.

The second probe linked to forced labour was expected to be announced on Thursday and would impact roughly 60 partners, Greer said.

"This is not about domestic conditions of particular countries," he added.

"It is really about whether countries have implemented external-facing laws to prohibit the import of goods made with forced labour."

More to come

The efforts come weeks after the high court struck down Trump's global tariffs, saying he had exceeded his authority in tapping emergency economic powers to impose them on virtually all countries.

Trump swiftly slapped a new 10-percent duty on imports, to last until July 24 while officials work on more durable measures as they resurrect his trade agenda.

Greer expects other similar investigations "on a country-specific basis" to come.

He seeks to conclude the latest probes "as quickly as possible," ideally before the temporary duties expire in late July.

Both investigations announced on Wednesday are handled by the USTR, falling under Section 301 of the Trade Act of 1974.

This is the same authority Trump tapped to impose tariffs on Chinese imports during his first presidency, and many of the resulting duties remain intact.

Trump's sector-specific tariffs on goods like steel, aluminium and autos, however, remain unaffected by the Supreme Court's ruling.

Greer said it is too early to say how any new penalties from the latest probes will overlap with the sectoral duties.

Asked how the new investigations could interact with deals that Trump has reached with partners like the EU and Japan, Greer maintained: "I think that we are able to take into account these agreements."

While he did not go into detail on what future investigations could focus on, he noted that Washington has concerns on issues ranging from digital services taxes to pharmaceutical pricing.

The Trump administration's latest move also comes ahead of an expected meeting between Trump and Chinese leader Xi Jinping in Beijing in April.
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																More than 40,000 tourists stranded here by flight disruptions in the Middle East have safely returned home, aided by the Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand's (CAAT) temporary approval for tour operators in the originating countries to send charter flights to retrieve them.
Suladda Sarutilavan, executive director of Europe at the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT), said since the war erupted on Feb 28 the TAT offices in Europe have received multiple requests from tour companies seeking coordination to assist their tourists stranded in Thailand and other countries, asking for support to escort their customers back home via Thai airports.

She said the agency contacted CAAT to relay tour companies' difficulties in sending charter flights to Thailand due to regulations that prohibit charter flights from selling one-way tickets to tourists.

Since March 3, CAAT responded to the request by granting temporary permission for chartered flights to operate empty aircraft to Thailand for evacuation.

This order runs until March 14 to allow other companies to follow the same practice.

Ms Suladda said this coordination originated from a case involving ITAKA, one of the largest tour operators in Poland, which contacted the TAT's Prague office for assistance with a group of 18 tourists travelling to Australia.

The group was scheduled to return to Warsaw via Doha on Feb 28, but was unable to do so due to airspace closures.

The tour company purchased tickets for the tourists to travel to Bangkok, then board a charter flight back to Warsaw.

Another case involved 315 tourists from Nordic countries that were stranded for more than a week across several destinations in Southeast Asia and the Indian Ocean.

The TAT coordinated with CAAT to allow Sunclass Airlines of the Ving Group to send a charter flight to pick up the customers on March 8, and the tourists arrived in Copenhagen on March 9.

Ms Suladda said assistance efforts have continued since the TAT activated the Tourism Crisis Monitoring Centre to keep track of rising tensions in the Gulf region.

However, it remains difficult to determine the actual number of tourists still stranded in Thailand, as some are individual travellers without agents and have not contacted hotels or authorities for help.

Charintip Tiyaphorn, owner of Pimalai Resort and Spa at Koh Lanta, said her hotel already offered special room rates for guests stranded for three nights, and most of them have now been able to return home.

The hotel is adjusting its plans for the upcoming Easter holiday in April, providing more flexible cancellations for guests affected by war in the Middle East.

She said the 2026 marketing approach for Europe must be revised to address travellers' concerns, in order to maintain as many bookings as possible.

For instance, the hotel now has to offer full-refund cancellations 5-7 days before arrival, instead of the usual 30 days.
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																Banks are urging prospective homebuyers to make purchasing decisions within the first half of the year before costs rise further, amid concerns that inflation could increase under wartime conditions.
Speaking at a seminar on the 2026 property market on Wednesday, Natthapol Luepromchai, executive vice-president at Kasikornbank (KBank), said the escalating war in the Middle East could push up oil prices and inflation worldwide, making the likelihood of more interest rate cuts very unlikely.

"As homebuyers' costs are expected to rise, we advise consumers who are planning to purchase a house to make their decision within the first half of this year, given the heightened risks and uncertainties," he said.

The Bank of Thailand's Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) reduced its policy rate by 25 basis points last month to 1%. Over the past year, the central bank has cut the policy rate by a total of 1 percentage point as part of its monetary easing cycle. As part of rate transmission, commercial banks have continued to lower their lending interest rates.

Mr Natthapol said KBank recorded new housing loan growth of 4-5% in the first two months of 2026 on a year-on-year basis, despite a slight decline in new loan applications during the period. The growth was primarily driven by the upper-income segment, where home values per unit are higher.

The bank plans to monitor the Mideast conflict throughout March. The risk has dampened consumer confidence and weakened purchasing power, he said.

KBank, the country's third-largest lender by total assets, is targeting single-digit growth in housing loans this year in terms of new loan bookings, slowing from double-digit growth recorded the previous year.

Surat Leelataviwat, head of the commercial lending group at Kiatnakin Phatra Financial Group (KKP), said financially prepared homebuyers may make faster purchasing decisions in a highly uncertain environment.

For developers, their challenges are expected to intensify due to the slower growth of the Thai economy and property market, as well as heightened tensions from the war. Given the glut of property inventory, developers are expected to take more time to complete residential projects, he said.

"Project development is expected to take around five years on average, compared with about two years previously. Meanwhile, low-rise projects could take up to eight years due to slower sales," said Mr Surat.

Under such conditions, cash-flow management has become crucial for developers amid the slowdown in the country's economy and property market, he said. KKP advises its property developer clients to scale down new investment projects with leaner designs in order to mitigate risks and access appropriate bank financing.

The bank typically requires a pre-sale rate of around 40% before approving project financing, and this criterion remains unchanged.

However, it has become increasingly difficult for developers to meet the requirements amid slower economic growth, a sluggish property market, and weaker purchasing power among homebuyers.

KKP forecasts Thai GDP growth of 1.6% this year, with household income expected to increase at a similar pace. As a result, opportunities for Thais to purchase new homes are likely to remain limited, Mr Surat said.
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									Thailand 'too reliant' on foreign energy, Korn says								

								Thailand still 'safe haven', says SET chairman
							

																Thailand is facing rising fiscal and energy risks stemming from the conflict in the Middle East , according to former finance minister Korn Chatikavanij.
Speaking at the ONEAM Investment Forum 2026 on Thursday, Democrat Party deputy leader Korn Chatikavanij warned that the kingdom remains highly vulnerable to external shocks because of its heavy reliance on imported energy and limited fiscal buffers.

He described the government's position as one of "limited funds but mounting obligations", citing growing liabilities in the state-run Oil Fuel Fund, shrinking emergency reserves and delays in approving a new national budget.

Thailand's dependence on natural gas for electricity generation was a particular concern, he said. About 70% of power in the country is produced from gas, much of it imported via pipelines from Myanmar or as liquefied natural gas (LNG) shipments from Middle Eastern producers passing through the Strait of Hormuz, he added.

"To contain rising energy costs, the Oil Fuel Fund is subsidising diesel heavily," he said, noting the subsidy costs about 1.3 billion baht a day. Debt in the fund has begun to rise, raising the prospect that the Ministry of Finance may need to guarantee further borrowing, he said.

The state could ease pressure by cutting fuel excise taxes, but Mr Korn cautioned that the government has limited capacity to sacrifice tax revenue for long periods.

Emergency central budget reserves have also fallen to about 30 billion baht, much of which may be used to subsidise fertiliser for farmers, he said.

A shortage of fertiliser, particularly urea produced in the Middle East, could further strain the agricultural sector during the planting season.

Mr Korn added that delays in passing the next national budget mean government spending support may not begin until October or November this year.

"This gap means the government lacks sufficient tools to stimulate growth or mitigate economic pressures effectively," he said.

Beyond immediate risks, he urged structural reforms, including reducing reliance on gas for power generation, tackling household debt, addressing demographic ageing and improving workforce readiness for emerging technologies.

Bourse aims to bolster market resilience

The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) is seeking to strengthen capital market resilience.

SET chairman Kitipong Urapeepatanapong said on Thursday that geopolitical tensions, volatile energy prices and supply chain disruptions have created an uncertain investment environment.

Despite this, Thailand remains a regional "safe haven" supported by strong foreign reserves, manageable public debt and a stable banking system.

He noted that Thai listed companies paid about 680 billion baht in dividends last year, while the exchange is expanding products such as Depositary Receipts linked to more than 330 global firms and developing green finance tools, including carbon credit trading.
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									SET outlines strategies to spur market								

								Chairman says Thailand still offers investors a relatively 'safe haven' and can do more
							

																The Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) has outlined strategies to strengthen Thailand's capital market resilience amid rising global uncertainties stemming from war, energy price volatility, supply chain disruptions and rapid technological change.
Despite the highly uncertain investment landscape, Thailand still holds strong potential due to its economic stability and diversified industrial structure, SET chairman Kitipong Urapeepatanapong said at a seminar on Thursday.

Thailand continues to be viewed as a relatively "safe haven" in the region, supported by strong foreign-exchange reserves, manageable public debt levels and a resilient banking system, he said. The country's economic recovery is also gaining traction, reflected in improving GDP growth, expanding exports and rising private investment.

From an investment perspective, the Thai equity market remains attractive as a value play. Many listed companies are also priced below book value but still offer strong dividend payouts. Thai listed firms distributed 680 billion baht in dividends last year, particularly in the banking, energy and technology sectors.

The exchange is working to attract international technology firms by coordinating with investment authorities on a fast-track listing pathway, allowing companies in emerging sectors such as data centres and electric vehicles to list based on business potential and technology strength rather than solely on profitability requirements.

At the same time, the SET is expanding investment products to enhance portfolio diversification. Thai investors can now gain overseas exposure through depositary receipts (DRs) linked to more than 330 global companies, while tools such as inverse exchange-traded funds (ETFs) allow investors to hedge market risks during periods of volatility.

The exchange is also developing a green capital market ecosystem, including carbon credit trading and environmentally linked derivatives, aimed at attracting global ESG-focused investors.

Strengthening market integrity remains a priority in light of scandals in recent years such as the Stark Corp fraud, More Return manipulation, and false disclosure at JKN Global. The SET is increasingly using AI-driven surveillance systems to detect suspicious trading patterns such as insider trading and market manipulation.

To further deter wrongdoing, Mr Kitipong suggested that regulators consider freezing or confiscating assets immediately when serious misconduct is detected, allowing suspects to explain afterward. Such an approach could quickly halt damage and strengthen investor confidence.

Ultimately, restoring trust and transparency in the market will require closer cooperation among enforcement agencies, including the Securities and Exchange Commission of Thailand (SEC), the Anti-Money Laundering Office of Thailand, the Department of Special Investigation, and public prosecutors.

"Thailand's capital market is undergoing a transition toward a more modern financial hub -- stressing its traditional stability while embracing innovation, stronger governance and new investment products to navigate an increasingly volatile global environment," Mr Kitipong said.
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									Democrats urge use of high refining margins to bolster oil fund								

								Fund burning through billions to subsidise fuel and will need to borrow to cover losses
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																The Democrat Party has called on the government to divert windfall refining profits into the Oil Fuel Fund, warning that relying on subsidies of nearly 16 baht a litre to cap diesel prices risks shifting the burden onto the taxpaying public.
The gross refining margin (GRM) has surged to almost three times the level seen in February, and the additional funds should be channelled to the Oil Fuel Fund to limit future costs to consumers, Democrat leader Abhisit Vejjajiva and his deputy Korn Chatikavanij said on Thursday.

Mr Abhisit noted that the government is currently freezing the diesel pump price by close to 17 baht per litre from the fund -- "a very high figure" that would translate into a deferred liability for taxpayers.

If the Mideast war is protracted and oil prices stay high, the fund will lose tens of billions of baht and will have to borrow money to restore solvency.

"I want to urge the government that, in the current energy crisis, it must review the entire energy-pricing structure -- not only oil but also gas and electricity -- to lessen the impact on the public and ensure that no one is able to seek excessive profit or returns in an economy like this," the former prime minister said.

The state-run Oil Fuel Fund is currently losing more than 1 billion baht per day as it continues subsidising prices of diesel and other fuels, acting Energy Minister Auttapol Rerkpiboon said on Wednesday.

According to cabinet documents released a day earlier, the fund's accumulated losses are expected to reach around 10 billion baht by March 18.

Artificial price stability

Mr Korn, a party-list MP and former finance minister, raised the same concern, saying many motorists may not realise pump prices appear stable because the fund is compensating them.

On Wednesday, he said, the fund subsidised diesel by 16.97 baht a litre, while gasohol 91 and 95 were subsidised by 7.41 baht.

The government on March 2 announced a 15-day freeze, holding diesel at 29.94 baht per litre through March 17.

Mr Korn said that if global market pressures do not ease by then, prices will likely need to be raised to reduce the strain on the Oil Fuel Fund and allow market signals to encourage more prudent fuel use.

"There is one issue the Commerce Ministry should not overlook -- the refining margin, which has tripled over the past 10 days, from 2 baht per litre to 6 baht," he said.

"This means we are using the public's money to pay extra profit to oil refineries. If the ministry kept the margin at a normal level of 2 baht, pump prices could immediately fall by as much as 4 baht per litre."

The pair's proposal echoes measures introduced in 2022, when the government pressed refineries and gas separation plants to contribute windfall profits to the Oil Fuel Fund, after the Russia-Ukraine war tightened global fuel supplies and pushed margins sharply higher.
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																Artificial intelligence (AI)-powered conversational commerce is intensifying in Thailand as major platforms such as Meta and Line step up efforts to support local small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).
By enabling businesses to respond to customers and convert sales more naturally through a chat tool, these major platforms aim to help merchants expand online revenue streams amid a sluggish economy.

Meta recently introduced Business AI on Messenger in Thailand, an AI agent that helps businesses engage with customers and build stronger relationships.

Thailand ranks among the top 10 countries globally for business conversations on Messenger, reflecting the country's strong adoption of chat-based commerce. Business AI is aimed to become its new revenue source, apart from online ads.

On Tuesday, Line Thailand introduced its chat package for SMEs to enable them to leverage chat commerce.

The service targets local merchants focusing on their own sales channels and diversifying away from e-marketplaces, which continue to raise sales commission fees.

Thailand and the Philippines are the first two countries to test Meta's Business AI on Messenger, serving the overwhelming demand for communications and management of user conversations, said Prae Dumrongmongcolgul, country director of Facebook Thailand.

She said Meta chief executive Mark Zuckerberg said earlier he saw many businesses conducting commerce through Meta messaging apps, enough to place Thailand and Vietnam in Meta's top 11 by revenue.

"Our vision is to enable Thai businesses to transform with AI," said Ms Prae.

"Just as every single Thai business leverages a digital storefront on a Facebook Page and Instagram profile, we firmly believe that every Thai business and entrepreneur should have their own AI assistant."

Globally, 200 million businesses use Meta to connect with the 3.6 billion people using its apps.

Business AI on Messenger is a new "sales concierge" and AI agent designed to help businesses of all sizes engage, convert and build lasting customer relationships, she said.

The launch arrives as conversational commerce continues to dominate the Thai market.

According to a 2025 Kantar study, 81% of Thai adults message a business at least once a week, and 80% prefer messaging as their primary way of communicating with a business.

Consumers are highly receptive to automated assistance, with 68% of Thai consumers agreeing that responses from AI or AI-powered chatbots are helpful.

For Thai businesses, 95% of respondents reported business messaging improved their customer experience.

Instead of sounding like a robotic script in a chatbot, Meta Business AI learns and adopts the specific style and tone of voice of individual brands, said Ms Prae.

Business AI is offered free to Facebook business page users, and later Meta will consider offering it on subscription basis, she said.
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																A new battery tax structure is expected to help strengthen Thailand's competitiveness in the energy storage industry, according to the Excise Department chief.
Pornchai Thiraveja, director-general of the department, said it completed a study on revising excise tax structures for batteries and electrical devices capable of storing energy and transferring it to other devices that contain batteries.

However, with the country in a government transition, the draft legislation cannot yet be submitted to the cabinet for approval.

The objective of the new battery tax structure is to support Thailand's energy transition towards clean energy and to promote the country's targeted industries.

Under the proposal, excise tax rates would vary according to a battery's energy storage capacity, or energy density per weight, and its life cycle.

Batteries with higher energy storage capacity and longer lifespans would be subject to lower tax rates.

"Setting tax rates in this way will help promote the use and production of high-efficiency and environmentally friendly batteries more effectively," he said.

"In addition, the new tax structure will enhance the competitiveness of domestically produced battery energy storage systems, or electrical devices capable of storing energy and supplying it to other devices, compared with imported products."

The new battery tax structure is included in the medium-term fiscal framework for 2027-30, a master plan for the government's financial, fiscal and budgetary planning, aimed at guiding tax revenue management in line with fiscal policy objectives.
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																More than 40,000 tourists stranded here by flight disruptions in the Middle East have safely returned home, aided by the Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand's (CAAT) temporary approval for tour operators in the originating countries to send charter flights to retrieve them.
Suladda Sarutilavan, executive director of Europe at the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT), said since the war erupted on Feb 28 the TAT offices in Europe have received multiple requests from tour companies seeking coordination to assist their tourists stranded in Thailand and other countries, asking for support to escort their customers back home via Thai airports.

She said the agency contacted CAAT to relay tour companies' difficulties in sending charter flights to Thailand due to regulations that prohibit charter flights from selling one-way tickets to tourists.

Since March 3, CAAT responded to the request by granting temporary permission for chartered flights to operate empty aircraft to Thailand for evacuation.

This order runs until March 14 to allow other companies to follow the same practice.

Ms Suladda said this coordination originated from a case involving ITAKA, one of the largest tour operators in Poland, which contacted the TAT's Prague office for assistance with a group of 18 tourists travelling to Australia.

The group was scheduled to return to Warsaw via Doha on Feb 28, but was unable to do so due to airspace closures.

The tour company purchased tickets for the tourists to travel to Bangkok, then board a charter flight back to Warsaw.

Another case involved 315 tourists from Nordic countries that were stranded for more than a week across several destinations in Southeast Asia and the Indian Ocean.

The TAT coordinated with CAAT to allow Sunclass Airlines of the Ving Group to send a charter flight to pick up the customers on March 8, and the tourists arrived in Copenhagen on March 9.

Ms Suladda said assistance efforts have continued since the TAT activated the Tourism Crisis Monitoring Centre to keep track of rising tensions in the Gulf region.

However, it remains difficult to determine the actual number of tourists still stranded in Thailand, as some are individual travellers without agents and have not contacted hotels or authorities for help.

Charintip Tiyaphorn, owner of Pimalai Resort and Spa at Koh Lanta, said her hotel already offered special room rates for guests stranded for three nights, and most of them have now been able to return home.

The hotel is adjusting its plans for the upcoming Easter holiday in April, providing more flexible cancellations for guests affected by war in the Middle East.

She said the 2026 marketing approach for Europe must be revised to address travellers' concerns, in order to maintain as many bookings as possible.

For instance, the hotel now has to offer full-refund cancellations 5-7 days before arrival, instead of the usual 30 days.
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																SET-listed Amata Corporation, an industrial estate developer, is preparing a major expansion across Southeast Asia, announcing plans to invest 10 billion baht to develop and upgrade industrial estates in Thailand, Laos and Vietnam.
The move comes as global manufacturers increasingly relocate production facilities to the region, seeking stability and long-term growth opportunities.

The company set an ambitious target to sell 2,800 rai of industrial land in 2026.

"Southeast Asia is emerging as a new investment hub, especially for high-tech, digital and future industries, requiring both robust infrastructure and a comprehensive business ecosystem," said Amata founder and chairman Vikrom Kromadit.

Amata's estates already host more than 1,600 factories and commercial outlets, employing around 350,000 workers from 30 nationalities, including Fortune Global 500 companies.

The firm sees strong interest from Chinese investors, particularly in electric vehicles, smart electronics and battery production.

Chief financial officer Dendao Komolmas outlined the breakdown of the land sales target: 1,650 rai in Thailand, largely within the Eastern Economic Corridor, aimed at attracting high-tech firms supporting digital transformation; 550 rai in Vietnam, expected to serve Asian manufacturers expanding or relocating operations in electronics, green industries and logistics; and 600 rai in Laos, earmarked for agricultural processing and logistics projects.

Amata VN Plc, a subsidiary of Amata Corporation, earlier announced it received Vietnamese government approval to develop its fifth industrial estate in Phu Tho province.

Despite a slight dip in revenue last year, down 3% to 14.5 billion baht due to delayed land transfers amid US trade policy uncertainty, Amata posted a 28% rise in profit to 3.14 billion baht, driven by stronger performance in core businesses.

The company also announced an organisational restructuring to reinforce its financial position and sustain growth across the three Southeast Asian countries.

With the region increasingly seen as a safe haven from geopolitical tensions, Amata is positioning itself as a key player in building the infrastructure needed for the next wave of industrial investment, said Mr Vikrom.
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																Global investors are increasingly allocating part of their portfolios to both Bitcoin and gold, while the trading of tokenised gold on blockchain platforms is expanding rapidly amid rising geopolitical uncertainty, says digital asset platform Bitazza Thailand.
Chief executive Tanawat Sutuntivorakoon said investors are turning to the two assets as complementary long-term stores of value that often perform well under different market conditions, making them suitable for diversification.

Data from Bitwise Asset Management suggests that combining Bitcoin and gold can improve risk-adjusted returns when included alongside traditional assets. The firm recommends allocating around 15% of an investment portfolio to the two assets.

Blockchain-based commodities are also gaining traction among investors. Data from Token Terminal reveals the market value of tokenised commodities has surged from around US$4 billion at the start of 2026 to roughly $6.1 billion, growth of more than 53%.

The segment has emerged as one of the fastest-growing categories within the real-world asset sector.

The trend became visible during recent geopolitical tensions in the Middle East, when demand for gold rose while traditional markets were closed. Investors also turned to blockchain markets, which operate continuously and allow trading at any time, said Mr Tanawat.

To meet growing investor demand, he said Bitazza Thailand expanded its offerings to include tokenised gold backed by physical bullion.

The platform now supports trading of Tether Gold issued by Tether and Pax Gold issued by Paxos. Both digital tokens are backed 100% by physical gold reserves and undergo verification to ensure their prices track global gold markets.

Unlike traditional gold trading venues, tokenised gold can be traded 24 hours a day, seven days a week, providing investors with greater flexibility and liquidity, said Mr Tanawat.

"When traditional gold markets reopened after the recent geopolitical tensions, prices moved in line with levels already established in blockchain trading, highlighting the growing link between conventional financial markets and digital asset platforms," he said.

Investors can trade tokenised gold -- XAUt and PAXG -- against baht on the Bitazza platform, giving them access to gold-backed assets, while allowing quick portfolio adjustments between digital and traditional safe-haven investments, said Mr Tanawat.
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																As US tariffs and baht fluctuation pose challenges for the electronics industry, Thailand's major export earner, executives see investment and product diversification as key to cushion the impact, while demand for artificial intelligence (AI) and data centres continues to drive revenue growth.
For Delta Electronics (Thailand), the largest company on the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) in terms of market capitalisation, many uncertainties remain after the US Supreme Court ruled against President Donald Trump's reciprocal tariffs. Trump responded by announcing a 15% flat global tariff after the ruling.

"Despite the Supreme Court ruling, some existing duties still affect the industry," said Victor Cheng, chief executive of the manufacturer and exporter of power supply, electronic components and equipment.

"Companies should remain adaptable as the environment evolves. For Delta Thailand, we remain in close communication with our customers and suppliers while monitoring developments to ensure we can respond quickly to market changes, maintaining dependable execution."

The environment is "showing signs of greater predictability in terms of tariffs", even as adjustments occur, and companies should stay focused on execution and adaptability, said Mr Cheng.

"We remain proactive and committed to delivering innovative, reliable solutions," he said.

Delta has diversified production in India, Slovakia and Thailand, and strong supply chain and customer partnerships allow the company to adapt quickly and maintain reliability for global customers, said Mr Cheng.

"There is no immediate impact on Delta as tariff treatments are addressed in our customer agreements. We continue to operate under our existing commercial frameworks, though sustained tariffs could affect broader trade over time," he said.

BAHT FLUCTUATION

At SET-listed Hana Microelectronics, the group's sales revenue is in foreign currency, primarily US dollars, and dollar currency costs are roughly 60% of sales revenue.

As an export group of companies, currency movements cause volatility in earnings for Hana.

"The quarterly management report indicates when there is a material effect on operating margins, profits and inventory valuations," Hana said in its filing to the SET.

While KGI Securities lifted Hana's year-end 2026 target price to 18.60 baht from 16.50 baht, the brokerage said industry improvement seems to remain limited and the company's earnings are expected to be less attractive in the first half of the year.

"The potentially weak demand for smartphones and PCs amid higher prices from cost pass-through would also remain a concern," said KGI analyst Chananthorn Pichayapanupat, citing baht appreciation among downside risks.

KGI is also reassessing the earnings estimates and investment view of Cal-Comp Electronics, taking into account impacts of US tariff developments, baht movements and the broader industry demand outlook, according to KGI head of research Suchot Tirawannarat.

AI AND DATA CENTRES

Phatipak Navawatana, an analyst with Krungsri Securities, said the main revenue driver for Delta is power electronics directly linked with AI and cloud data centres. The products include advanced power management (power supply for data centre buildings and their servers) and liquid cooling solutions designed for GPU/AI workloads.

Last year, the revenue contribution from this business unit accounted for 64% of Delta's total revenue, he said.

"As most hyperscalers including Amazon, Alphabet and Meta are Delta customers, we see a correlation between the growth of capital expenditure from these hyperscalers and the growth of Delta's power supply," said Mr Phatipak.

As a consequence, the brokerage anticipates revenue growth of 46% this year, 45% in 2027 and 40% in 2028 for Delta.

According to Gartner, worldwide spending on IT will continue to soar by 9.8% in 2026 to reach US$6.08 trillion, driven by AI infrastructure, software and devices.

This strong growth signals continued momentum for digital transformation, despite economic uncertainty. The market is shifting towards AI-optimised servers, which should see significant investment in 2026, noted Mr Phatipak.

[image: Companies should remain adaptable as the environment evolves, says Mr Cheng.]
Companies should remain adaptable as the environment evolves, says Mr Cheng.
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																Businesses are bracing for the impact of a plastic supply shortage due to ongoing conflicts in the Middle East.
Pun Paniangvait, general manager of Thai President Foods, the producer of Mama instant noodles, said while energy prices are receiving much attention, there is less discussion about fertiliser prices and a potential shortage of petrochemical products such as plastic pellets.

He said various consumer product packages, from water bottles to hot food packaging, rely on plastic pellets for production.

Oil is a key ingredient in the production of plastic pellets, so if supply is curbed, plastic production also takes a hit.

The company sources its plastic film for packaging from suppliers, which is sent for printing to the Mama facility.

"Plastic pellet producers have alerted our plastic film suppliers about a possible shortage of pellets," said Mr Pun, adding the suppliers are currently unable to confirm orders for May.

Although the company has stockpiled plastic film, it is focusing on utilising this material first for its most popular flavours to ensure that Mama products are available on shelves, he said.

If plastic pellets become scarce, the price of plastic film will inevitably rise. The increase may push up the company's total costs by 1-2%, which it plans to absorb, said Mr Pun.

If the war in the Middle East continues and the Strait of Hormuz remains closed for 3-4 months, the supply shortage would become more visible, he said.

"If supplies are available elsewhere, the country should consider securing them for distribution in Thailand," said Mr Pun.

He said businesses are concerned about high raw material prices, but even more worried about raw material shortages.

Chookiat Ophaswongse, honorary president of the Thai Rice Exporters Association, told the Bangkok Post the price of a 50-kilogramme plastic bag for rice has risen to 10 baht per bag, up from 8-9 baht before the war started.

However, there are no supply shortages, he said.

McThai Co Ltd, the operator of McDonald's Thailand, is likely to experience minimal direct impact as the company has modified its packaging and utensils.

Kittiwan Anuwatesakul, chief executive of McThai Co Ltd, said the shift towards paper and wood materials began last year, although some plastic items such as cups for specific beverages are still used.

The company is monitoring the situation and any potential price changes.
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																Operators originating from China artificially suppressing coconut prices for Thai farmers have put the spotlight back on Thailand's complicated relationship with Chinese entrepreneurs in recent weeks.
Conversation surrounding the frequently predatory tactics employed by these foreign entities usually revolve around matters such as encroachment on Thai operators and "economic imperialism".

These are all reasonable concerns, especially since many of these cases involve so-called "grey money" tied to explicitly criminal activities.

What is interesting however, is how these stories and their related discussion often focus mainly on the "foreigner" aspect while quickly glancing over the fact that the external threats would be hampered without the involvement of local accomplices, what many would refer to as "nominees".

In the most recent example, Ratchaburi police raided Chinese controlled coconut-processing and trade facilitators that had so completely integrated throughout the supply chain -- controlling procurement through to export -- they were able to control prices at coconut farms.

According to the Economic Crime Suppression Division, "Coconut procurement prices for Thai growers were kept unusually low -- at two to five baht each -- and the coconuts were processed for export to other countries, especially China, at 35 to 50 baht each." The sizable profits from these sales went to the investors abroad.

What was being dealt with by the raids was the fact that the "practice excluded Thai farmers from normal trade systems and caused coconut prices at plantations nationwide to plunge".

The companies did technically involve Thai nationals, those who held 51% stakes in each to legitimise their operation in the kingdom.

With most headlines stemming from this story emphasising the actions from outside the country, the impression would be that the wrongdoing was exclusively foreign, maybe that even the Thais on the side of the Chinese masters were somehow also victims of the plot.

That may be the case for some, but with the increasing incidence of these types of schemes and the growing prevalence of the Thai nominee concept, a significant number are sure to have been willing accessories.

In a more disturbing example, charges were sought against three Thai proxies who had allegedly lent their identities to allow for the setup of China Railway No.10 Engineering Co, half of the ITD-CREC consortium building the State Audit Office (SAO) that claimed close to 100 lives during its collapse in 2025.

Prajuab Sirikhet, Sophon Meechai and Manat Sri-Anan were named by the Department of Special Investigation as possible violators of the Foreign Business Act in connection with irregularities in the construction of the ill-fated SAO headquarters.

[image: Heavy machinery is deployed at the site of the collapsed State Audit Office in Chatuchak district of Bangkok, on April 3. Eighty-nine people died and seven are still missing from the collapse that occurred on March 28, 2025. (Photo: Pattarapong Chatpattarasill)]
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Media investigations into Sophon found that he was little more than a longtime employee of a tyre manufacturer, an unlikely backer for a major state project.

Despite the nationwide interest in the case and the many implications of criminal activity, little seems to have happened as far as the three Thais are concerned.

News stories to do with them faded away after the middle of last year and much of the coverage featuring their names is concerned on whether or not they could lead back to a culpable party in China.  

That seems to be the general attitude here, that any Thai people party to cross-border conspiracies are little more than an insignificant component. If they are not written off as duped into participation, they are not treated as collaborators that should be equally at fault.

This is illustrated by official approaches to the practice. Only at the start of this year was it decided stricter measures were needed to help uncover those selling out their country.

Thai nationals looking to take on more than 40% of a business with a foreign partner are now required to produce three months of personal bank statements to prove they have their own investment funds. If more than five companies are registered at a single address, they are automatically flagged for a physical inspection.

These precautions come years after the problem grew into a nationwide epidemic that has surely cost Thailand billions and even led to loss of life. 

Like dealing drugs or mule accounts, acting on behalf of those with illegal intent should be no less incriminating. Until social as well as legal reprisals match the actual damage done by Thai nominees opening the doors to attacking hordes, the nation will remain completely vulnerable.
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																As parliament is set to convene on Saturday, it is clear that Chonnaput Naksua, a Klatham MP for Songkhla, who is implicated in an online gambling and money-laundering network, will seek parliamentary immunity as he looks to take part in the session. His participation will be a crucial test for the legislative branch.
The Department of Special Investigation (DSI), which conducted coordinated raids with the Anti-Money Laundering Office (Amlo), said it detected suspicious money transfers from a gambling network linked to Mr Chonnaput. Several suspects were rounded up.

Mr Chonnaput has refused to meet the DSI after it summoned him for questioning. He cited the need to take the oath of office at the House opening.

This means the Songkhla MP will automatically enjoy parliamentary immunity -- a legal complication for authorities. If that is the case, the immunity will last for four months until parliament closes.

According to the Justice Ministry, the issuance of a summons after parliament convenes would depend on the House of Representatives. Investigators are required to submit the case to the speaker, and the House will decide whether to allow the summons under Section 125 of the constitution. Normally, the House grants MPs such immunity.

But this is a criminal case, not a political one, and it has severely tainted parliament's image and reputation.

In fact, Mr Chonnaput is no stranger to legal trouble. Authorities detected alleged connections between him and online gambling networks around 2023, when he was president of the Nakhon Si Thammarat United football team.

He later entered politics, running for the Palang Pracharath Party before switching to Klatham under Capt Thamanat Prompow in the Feb 8 poll, where he was elected for the first time.

It should be noted that authorities previously showed little urgency in the probe against Mr Chonnaput when Klatham was still aligned with the Bhumjaithai-led coalition.

But after Klatham broke ranks, BJT had reason to accelerate the case against the controversial politician in an attempt to distance itself from "grey" elements. This may explain why some of Mr Chonnaput's assets, worth 159 million baht, were confiscated by the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) shortly before the Feb 8 election.

This is shameful, given the party was well aware of his past before fielding him in the poll.

Authorities must call a spade a spade in the Chonnaput case to set an example, as there are quite a few young politicians with connections to online crime who have risen to prominence in much the same way as the Songkhla MP.

Moreover, it is time for parliament to review the immunity granted to MPs. The privilege was abused in 1996, when then-senator Sukhum Cherdchuen, accused of masterminding a murder, used parliamentary protection to delay the legal process against him.

It took 16 years for the murder case to reach the Supreme Court, which in 2012 handed him a death sentence.

Back to Mr Chonnaput: it will come as no surprise if he seeks immunity. But it is time for parliament to depart from tradition and refuse to grant him such a privilege. This would set a new political norm.
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																Do you think gender equality is still an issue in Thailand? Whether the answer is yes or no, explaining why can be surprisingly difficult.
Around the month of International Women's Day, celebrated last Sunday, media reports are filled with stories celebrating women's achievements. Headlines highlight women leading companies, excelling in high-skilled professions, and breaking barriers in fields once dominated by men. From a quick look around, it can seem that women in Thailand have made remarkable progress. Yet data tells a more complicated story.

Women's labour force participation in Thailand is about 59%, compared with 75% for men. Women also spend more than three times as much time on unpaid domestic and care work, and they hold only 15.7% of seats in parliament.

At the same time, several indicators suggest real progress. Thailand ranks first globally for gender equality in education. Women make up 58.6% of civil servants, though they remain underrepresented in senior leadership. In the private sector, women hold 32% of senior leadership roles and 20.4% of board seats in listed companies, the highest share in Asean. Thailand's gender wage gap is also relatively small by global standards.

Taken together, these numbers suggest Thailand is not doing badly on gender equality. In some areas, progress is clearly visible. And yet something still feels incomplete. Research on gender and social inclusion in Thailand's agricultural sector adds another layer to the story. Agriculture still involves about one-third of the population, and more than half of agricultural workers are women. Interviews with farmers often show that many women see themselves as equal partners in household and farm decisions.

A study by Kasetsart University found that 84.4% of women farmers in Thailand's central region reported feeling empowered, slightly higher than men in the same survey. These findings might seem to reinforce the perception that gender equality in Thailand is steadily improving. Unlike in some parts of the world, there is little open resistance to women pursuing education, careers, or leadership roles.

Part of the explanation may lie in Thailand's social history. Scholars of Southeast Asia often describe societies in the region as relatively matrifocal, where women traditionally played central roles in managing household finances and economic resources. In many Thai families, women handled savings, financial decisions, and local trade. Because of this history, women's economic participation has long been visible. As a result, Thailand can appear relatively equal when measured through indicators such as labour force participation, entrepreneurship, or income.

But recent political events reveal a deeper contradiction. During the latest election cycle, the daughter of a prominent female politician, helping with campaign activities, became the target of sexualised comments online. Soon after, the youngest female member of parliament ever elected faced a similar wave of remarks about her body and appearance. These incidents were directed at women already in positions of influence and privilege, which makes the contradiction difficult to ignore.

Thailand has made undeniable progress in expanding women's opportunities in education and the workforce. But progress should not be mistaken for completion. Much of the way gender equality is measured today reflects what might be called formal equality. Development indicators favoured by institutions such as the World Bank or the UN focus on measurable outcomes -- education, labour participation, wages, and leadership representation. These indicators matter. They show that Thailand has moved forward. But they also reflect a particular development lens, one shaped by economic participation and productivity. In that framework, equality often means the ability to enter markets, institutions, and positions of power.

Yet formal equality does not always translate into lived equality. Looking beyond these indicators reveals a different reality. Data from the Ministry of Public Health's One Stop Crisis Center suggests that around 30,000 cases of violence against women are reported each year. Yet only about 5,000 cases are recorded by police, and roughly 1,500 lead to an arrest. Studies also indicate that 60-70% of domestic violence cases involve husbands or boyfriends abusing their partners. These numbers reveal a gap between what statistics capture and what women experience.

Women in Thailand may have increasing access to education, employment, and leadership roles. Yet many still navigate expectations about how they should dress, behave, and present themselves. Harassment, moral scrutiny, and safety concerns remain realities that men rarely face in the same way. This is the difference between formal equality and lived equality. Equality is not only about whether women can participate or succeed within institutions. It is also about whether women can move through society with the same dignity, safety, and respect as men. Thailand has made real progress. But until lived equality catches up with formal equality, the question remains: Are we truly equal or just empowered?

Thunpicha Greigarn is a climate and social inclusion practitioner working on development policy and gender equality in Southeast Asia.
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																Phuket has long stood as one of Asia's most celebrated destinations. Framed by the Andaman Sea, its turquoise waters, rich cultural fabric and globally recognised hospitality have attracted millions of visitors for decades. Tourism accounts for approximately 95% of the province's economy, generating more than 500 billion baht annually from over 14 million Thai and international travellers. With around 1,500 registered hotels and more than 100,000 rooms, the island is undeniably a cornerstone of Thailand's tourism industry.
Yet Phuket now stands at a crossroads.

The question is no longer how to attract more visitors. It is how to build a tourism model that creates greater economic, social, and environmental value -- while strengthening Thailand's long-term competitiveness.

In today's global landscape, success is no longer measured by arrival numbers alone. It is measured by standards: safety, sustainability, governance, and the lived experience of both visitors and residents. If Phuket aspires to become a true "quality island", ambition must translate into operational reform -- beginning now.

The global tourism model is undergoing structural transformation. The World Economic Forum's 2025 report titled "Principles for Transformative Tourism" outlines a blueprint for redesigning tourism as a regenerative global sector -- one that uplifts communities, restores ecosystems, and fosters enduring connections. As Borge Brende, President and CEO of the World Economic Forum, stated: "This is not about sustaining tourism as it is -- it's about redesigning it for the next century."

Tourism must be understood not as a fragmented collection of industries -- hotels, airlines, transport, and attractions -- but as an interconnected ecosystem. For Phuket, this insight is particularly relevant.

The island's challenge is not merely to sustain its current model, but to redesign it -- shifting from volume-driven growth to value creation. Maintaining visitor flows is no longer sufficient. Phuket must build a system that regenerates natural assets, strengthens social cohesion, and enhances long-term economic resilience. Such a transition requires coordination across hospitality, aviation, infrastructure, finance, technology, and real estate. Without systemic alignment, incremental improvements will not be enough. Because natural beauty alone no longer guarantees competitiveness.

Quality tourism does not begin at the beach. It begins with planning laws, infrastructure design, water systems, waste treatment, digital governance, transport safety, and financial transparency. It extends to licensing systems, environmental enforcement, workforce development, and meaningful community participation. High-spending travellers increasingly prioritise safety, environmental responsibility, and regulatory clarity. Investors look for stability and predictable policy frameworks. Communities expect fairness, opportunity, and protection of their quality of life. Equally important is protecting the quality of life of local residents in Phuket. Tourism cannot be considered successful if it undermines the well-being of the communities that host it. In parts of Phuket, noise pollution from late-night entertainment venues has become a growing concern for residents living near tourism zones.

For many locals, the issue is not opposition to tourism, but the need for balance and respect. As one resident put it: "Music at night has a significant impact on our quality of life. We deserve peaceful nights." Another resident was more direct: "The loud music at night is unbearable. Almost no one can sleep. We need to do something about this now." These voices are a reminder that quality tourism must work for both visitors and residents. Clearer zoning, stronger regulation, and consistent enforcement will be essential to ensure Phuket remains not only a world-class destination but also a livable home for its people.

In Phuket, structural challenges remain, and the persistence of illegal and unlicensed tourism operators undermines safety, damages the environment, distorts competition, and erodes state revenue. Reports indicate that a significant number of accommodations and service providers continue to operate outside fully regulatory oversight. Beyond this, illegal businesses, drug-related activities, and smuggling activities damage the island's image and investment climate. The informal economy does not merely weaken compliance; it undermines Phuket's transition to quality tourism. Addressing these challenges is not about restriction -- it is about building a fair and predictable ecosystem where quality operators can thrive.

For Phuket, quality tourism is not simply good practice -- it is a strategic necessity. Strong law enforcement, regulatory transparency, and accountable governance are essential to safeguard the island's long-term competitiveness and credibility as a world-class destination.

Phuket's rapid success has brought scale and global recognition. Yet scale also introduces complexity. As tourism expands, regulatory systems, enforcement capacity, and environmental management must evolve at the same pace. When they do not, structural gaps naturally emerge. Ensuring that all operators -- across accommodation, marine services, transport, and tourism activities -- operate within clear and consistent frameworks is not about criticism. It is about safeguarding Phuket's long-term credibility.

After all, quality tourism depends on trust. Trust that safety standards are enforced. Trust that environmental rules apply consistently. Trust that competition is fair. Trust that governance is transparent and predictable. Without this foundation, aspirations towards premium positioning risk becoming rhetorical rather than operational.

Environmental stewardship is equally central. Marine ecosystems, waste management, wastewater systems, and pollution controls are not peripheral concerns; they are core economic infrastructure.

An island economy so deeply dependent on tourism cannot afford environmental decline, not merely for reputational reasons but because natural capital is its primary asset.

If Phuket is to compete with the world's leading island destinations, regulatory clarity, environmental discipline, and institutional coordination must be strengthened with consistency and resolve. The coming months represent more than a routine policy transition; they represent a defining moment.

With the new government and the cabinet taking shape, Thailand will enter a new phase of political leadership and policy direction. For Phuket, this transition presents an opportunity to align national tourism ambition with local sustainability and governance capacity. Thailand's tourism targets reflect confidence in the sector's economic potential. Yet for Phuket, the more important question is not simply how many visitors the country welcomes. It is how growth is structured, managed, and sustained at the island level.

Renewed dialogue between central and provincial authorities, between public and private sectors, and between development objectives and environmental realities are all very much needed at the right time with the right approaches. This moment offers Phuket the opportunity to move beyond expansion towards refinement. But achieving this shift requires alignment between national ambition and local capacity. It calls for long-term planning frameworks, coordinated enforcement, infrastructure investment, and institutional coherence. Reform in this context is not corrective -- it is strategic. Transforming Phuket into a genuine "quality island" is not a matter of branding. It is a matter of structure, standards, and sustained leadership. Whether Phuket evolves towards a transformative quality model -- or simply expands its existing trajectory -- will shape the island's as well as Thailand's economic resilience and environmental legacy for decades to come.

Ajaree Tavornmas, PhD, is an international trade and sustainability expert and founder of Access Europe and LINKS Advisory and Chair of the Sustainability Committee of the Thai-European Business Association (TEBA).
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																The war with Iran is widening faster than many expected. The Islamic Republic's retaliation against Arab Gulf states has extended beyond military targets to critical civilian infrastructure, including airports, water desalination plants, and energy facilities. Hezbollah has opened a second front from Lebanon. US President Donald Trump suggests that operations could last "four to five weeks", but with nearly 50 senior Iranian officials having been killed, it is unclear who might be positioned to negotiate an off-ramp.
Mr Trump may have wanted a localised confrontation, but he has instead lit a match in the centre of the global energy system. The Strait of Hormuz, the most important global maritime transit chokepoint for oil and liquefied natural gas (LNG), is now operating at minimal capacity.

In response, Mr Trump has proposed underwriting war-risk insurance for freight shipping and providing US Navy escorts to reopen the strait. But financial guarantees and military convoys cannot remove the fundamental insecurity of transit while tankers remain vulnerable to missiles, drones, and asymmetric attacks. As long as vessels are being targeted, confidence will remain low, and flows through the strait constrained, leaving global energy markets exposed to further disruption.

If loading cannot resume soon, storage constraints will force production slowdowns across the Gulf, tightening global supply and putting additional upward pressure on crude prices. Despite the uptake of renewables in recent years, hydrocarbons remain firmly embedded across the global economy. Saudi Arabia, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, Kuwait, Iraq, and Iran anchor supply chains that power everything from Asian industry to European manufacturing and global transport.

Making matters worse, there is no clear end in sight. The killing of Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, marks a rupture of historic magnitude, but a leadership decapitation does not constitute regime change. If anything, history suggests that central authority is as likely to be consolidated as it is to break down. Not only are Iran's governing institutions and the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps still intact, but they are also armed with sufficient missile stockpiles to sustain the current tempo of attacks for weeks. The regime's capacity to retaliate has not been exhausted.

Duration is the decisive variable for energy markets. Whereas short conflicts produce volatility, prolonged instability reshapes trade flows, assessments of infrastructure risk, and investment behaviour. The critical question now is not only whether the Strait of Hormuz will reopen, but how much more damage Iran will inflict on critical energy infrastructure.

Moreover, supply risks are compounding the transit risks. Iraq has already scaled back its oil production. Qatar has halted LNG output at key facilities following drone strikes. And the Saudis are bracing for further attacks on their infrastructure following strikes on the Ras Tanura complex, the home to the kingdom's largest refinery, which processes roughly 550,000 barrels per day and functions as a key crude export terminal. With Gulf energy infrastructure now firmly in the "escalation perimeter", producers are increasingly weighing security against continuity, and their precautionary adjustments are reducing the resilience of the entire system.

That is why oil prices have risen sharply by more than 20% since the start of 2026. Markets are responding to both lost barrels and growing uncertainty about how long infrastructure will remain exposed. And gas markets face even tighter constraints. Unlike oil, LNG trade operates with minimal spare capacity. If Gulf disruptions persist for weeks, buyers will compete for limited cargoes.

Europe is particularly vulnerable. After a colder-than-expected winter, its storage levels are low heading into the refill season. Although most LNG transiting Hormuz is destined for Asia, global gas markets are interconnected. When Gulf supply tightens, competition intensifies. Rebuilding storage will become more expensive and politically sensitive. If LNG flows remain impaired, Europe will face a more precarious balance heading into next winter.

Nor are the repercussions of shortages confined to Europe. China, the world's largest crude-oil importer, has built up reserves of roughly 1.2 billion barrels in onshore strategic and commercial storage, enough to cover more than 100 days of net imports at current levels. That stockpile can provide a meaningful cushion, but strategic oil reserves only buy time. If the instability persists, replenishment will become more costly, refining margins will tighten, and industrial input costs will rise.

Higher global prices also increase the relative attractiveness of discounted Russian hydrocarbons. In a tighter market, sanctioned crude becomes more competitive, potentially bolstering the Kremlin's energy revenues. Prolonged Gulf instability could therefore reshape not only supply chains but geopolitical leverage.

Emerging economies face even graver risks. Higher oil and gas prices function as a global tax, filtering into food, transport, and electricity costs. For countries already grappling with inflation and debt distress, sustained volatility can destabilise currencies and fiscal balances.

What distinguishes the Iran war is not the risk of a single catastrophic outage, but rather that energy infrastructure has become a part of the wartime escalation calculus. For decades, Gulf hydrocarbon assets were widely viewed as economically too vital to be systematically targeted. But that tacit restraint is weakening. Targeted strikes and precautionary shutdowns signal that infrastructure now sits firmly in the line of fire.

Finally, markets are also reacting to the deepening uncertainty. Mr Trump's political messaging has oscillated between diplomacy, deterrence, and escalation, complicating energy investors' efforts to assess the likely trajectory and duration of the conflict.

This conflict has been widely perceived as discretionary, rather than inevitable. If it lasts longer or proves more disruptive than expected, the global economic consequences will be severe. The blow to energy supplies will move through insurance markets, freight costs, storage cycles, industrial supply chains, and household fuel prices worldwide. Just days into the confrontation, energy markets' worst fears are already materialising. A protracted war will transform volatility into structural pressure on oil and gas markets -- an outcome worse than today's uncertainty. (c)2026 Project Syndicate

Carolyn Kissane is Associate Dean and Clinical Professor at the New York University School of Professional Studies Center for Global Affairs and Founding Director of NYU's Energy, Climate, and Sustainability Lab.
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																The notion of performing major surgery at the Ministry of Tourism and Sports is welcome news. The idea of merging tourism with the Ministry of Culture to create a new ministry that also oversees sports is the brainchild of Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul.
This spells the end of the Ministry of Tourism and Sports, which was launched in 2002 during the Thaksin Shinawatra government.

Back then, Thaksin wanted to make sports a new tourism attraction. While putting them under the same umbrella followed in the footsteps of South Korea and South Africa, it proved an ill-fated marriage.

The ministry has delivered in promoting Thai boxing and other events. But it has not done enough to develop domestic sports, or take care of national teams or the athletes representing their country.

Meanwhile, there have been complaints that the ministry has paid more attention to promoting tourism while ignoring sports.

Tourism is a golden goose for Thailand as it generates 10-12% of GDP. The sector has become a growth engine of the economy. As such, successive governments have had to ensure that tourism, overseen by the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT), has enough money and policy support.

But sports seem to have been put on the back burner. There have been embarrassing reports about poorly maintained national sports facilities, or even poorly organised regional sporting events, such as the recently hosted 33rd SEA Games from Dec 9-20.

The most disheartening reports are complaints by our national athletes about their delayed per-diem disbursements. Some national athletes have even accused national teams of taking some of their money.

The new Ministry of Sport, which is expected to take shape within the next six months, is due to tackle the welfare problems of our national athletes, among other issues.

It is also expected to do better in promoting sport as an industry and a career, not just as a tourism sideshow. Meanwhile, the ministry must continue to promote international sports tourism or promote Thailand as a destination for sporting tournaments. Above all, the minister must pay more attention to promoting sport among young people.

Tourism will be merged with the Ministry of Culture. This again reflects Thai governments' long-held vision of capitalising on cultural assets and heritage to promote tourism. Such a merger will certainly require a hefty budget and shine a brighter light on the relatively quiet Ministry of Culture.

The only caveat is that the minister must pay equal attention to managing cultural assets -- not just creating projects and budgets for local areas in order to create tourism-centric events.

Cultural management demands more attention, policy support, and capable personnel to preserve and promote traditional and contemporary heritage, such as heritage sites, valuable architecture, and cultural products, than it is receiving at present.

That demands professional workforces with a real understanding and expertise in this field.

The last thing the country needs is a cultural and tourism minister who lacks knowledge and passion about culture. In a similar vein, the last thing society wants to see is a sports minister who diverts the entire budget to build stadiums for localities and their respective constituencies.
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																A rapper turned politician, Balendra Shah, popularly known as Balen, looks set to become Nepal's next prime minister. Mr Shah's Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP) has secured a landslide victory in the country's general election -- the first since deadly Gen Z-led protests last year, marking a major shift away from traditional old guard parties.
His party secured 125 out of 165 directly elected parliamentary seats. The results caught many by surprise -- people wanted change in the country, but no one had expected such a commanding victory by a single party.

Mr Shah's biggest triumph over former prime minister KP Sharma Oli took place in his own constituency, Jhapa-5. Mr Shah received 68,348 votes, far surpassing Mr Oli, who garnered 18,734 votes, according to the results released by the Election Commission of Nepal.

The result reflects deep frustration with decades of political instability, corruption, nepotism and high youth unemployment. After years of seeing Nepal's politics being dominated by a triumvirate of parties, voters have finally rung the bell for change. Nepalis aren't just switching parties -- they are replacing the old guards tainted by allegations of corruption and political impunity.

In September last year, Nepali youths took to the streets to protest a ban on social media, as well as the bigger issues of corruption and nepotism. The protests plunged the country into a whirlwind of violence that left at least 76 people dead and many injured.

Nepal, wedged between China and India, has struggled with political instability for decades. Since 2008, the country has seen 14 different governments, not one of which completed a full five-year term. Corruption has permeated every level of politics. Youth unemployment is around 20%, forcing thousands of young people to toil abroad as migrants.

The real test for Mr Shah and the RSP will be in governance.

Their campaign tapped into demands for anti-corruption drives and better service delivery. They convinced people that they would work towards good governance. Now, can they manage the high expectations of the nation's youth?

A former mayor, Mr Shah earned his reputation by bringing down commercial and residential buildings that were built without proper permits. He widened the pavements of Kathmandu's major suburbs, and his administration managed garbage collection efficiently. He should scale up those efforts once he becomes prime minister. The new government should prioritise practical steps like investing in education and skills training to keep young talent at home.

As Nepal lies between two giants with their own interests, it is important to see how the administration's foreign policy would look.

Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India, Nepal's close neighbour, congratulated the people and government of Nepal for the election's success, saying it was a proud moment in the country's democratic journey. He also assured that Delhi will continue to work with the new government.

China is also hoping that the incoming government will support its interests in the country, including the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).

As such, the new government should strive to build constructive relations with its neighbours. The incoming government should focus on resolving disputes with its neighbours through dialogue and diplomacy. It should maintain dignified bilateral relationships and play a more proactive role in advancing developmental partnerships with its neighbours and beyond.

Mr Shah is the face of a generation that views relations with India and China through a lens of equality. India has long been a major partner in Nepal's development. New Delhi should engage with the new government cautiously and focus on a sustainable partnership that can enhance security and development.

Governing a country as complex as Nepal is no easy task, especially for a relatively new party with limited national experience.

Still, Nepali voters have rung the bells for change as they look for change and stability.

For Nepal, this landslide win offers a genuine opportunity to break free from the disappointment. India is watching closely as it hopes for a stable government in the politically fragile country. If the new party also can't perform as they promised, they will perish like the old guards.

Brabim Karki is a businessman based in Kathmandu, Nepal. He is the author of two novels, 'Mayur Albatross' and 'Osin Fisher', and he is a contributor to The Independent, Nikkei Asia, The Globe and Mail, The Hill, South China Morning Post, The Japan Times, The Straits Times, among others. He can be contacted at brabim7@gmail.com.
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																We don't know when the next epidemic or pandemic will hit, or where the next infectious threat will emerge. But we do know that the nature of the threat is constantly evolving. One of the most sobering takeaways from this year's Munich Security Conference was that AI-enabled gene editing has radically lowered the barrier to developing genetically engineered bioweapons. We must prepare to live with even deeper uncertainty about whether emerging infectious threats are natural or man-made, and whether they have been accidentally or deliberately released.
At a conference typically dominated by geopolitics and the threat of armed conflict, the prospect of bioweapons developed by non-state actors steered the conversation towards the neglected topic of global health security.

Policymakers are now focusing on what capacities we have, and what additional capacities we will need, to detect and respond to this threat -- as well they should.

Of course, from a public-health perspective, it may ultimately be irrelevant whether an infectious pathogen is man-made or deliberately released. What matters most for those of us concerned with saving lives and protecting health is that we are ready and able to detect and respond to infectious threats wherever -- and however -- they emerge.

Fortunately, there has been some progress since the Covid-19 pandemic towards strengthening our collective defences against infectious threats. Just under a year ago, World Health Organization member states voted to adopt the WHO Pandemic Agreement, and although negotiations on the finer details continue, we at least know that there is still demand for multilateral cooperation on this critical issue.

Moreover, Gavi (the organisation I lead) and the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations have both evolved since Covid-19. Our organisations now work hand-in-hand to help protect the world from infectious threats. CEPI's experts scan the horizon for potential risks and provide the right mix of incentives to translate ideas and research into effective new vaccines and therapeutics.

Yet at a time when those threats have never been greater, the funding model that sustains these critical functions is collapsing as donors slash spending on official development assistance (ODA) in favour of investments in traditional defence capabilities.

These cuts put us all at risk. For example, there is an urgent need for closer coordination across preparedness and response structures. I know this because one of my first experiences as CEO of Gavi was tackling the Mpox emergency in 2024, and because I served as a cabinet member in Pakistan during the Covid-19 response.

But such responses can be mobilised in a timely manner only if the relevant stakeholders have been fully prepared through periodic simulation exercises. Our preparations must encompass everything from emergency supply chains, logistics, and stockpile management to international borders and trade.

A second immediate need is for a formal, regularly tested joint-planning mechanism for researchers, funders, regulators, and manufacturers.

We must ensure not only that medical countermeasures are developed rapidly, but that they are tested, approved, accessible, and scalable on short notice. All this work requires specific financing mechanisms. Without the right incentives, investments in medical countermeasures against low-risk, high-consequence infectious threats will not reach the necessary scale.

Third, we urgently need to add new competencies to the global health system to cultivate AI bio-resilience. By using AI for detection and prediction, we can harness the technology's potential to counteract the threat it will pose in the hands of malign actors.

Likewise, we must remain focused on ensuring the availability of surge financing for large-scale epidemics and pandemics. To that end, Gavi recently established a new instrument -- the First Response Fund -- to provide rapid financing in the event of an outbreak or emergency. This instrument already played a key role in the rapid deployment of vaccines against Mpox in Africa.

But we still need a predictable mechanism to provide further liquidity for the type of large-scale deployment of medical countermeasures. The question of how we fund these capabilities is part of a larger debate about the role of ODA in a changing world. We will need to start thinking about ODA in two ways: as a tool for poverty reduction and economic development, and as a means of financing public goods and building global resilience. Collective health defence calls for collective responsibility. Anything less invites disaster. (c)2026 Project Syndicate

Sania Nishtar is CEO of Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance.
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																Solar power is Thailand's master key in the fight against global warming. It is cheap, popular, and even promoted by the state. But beneath the success story lies a big question: What happens when millions of panels begin to die?
Needless to say, without proper measures, Thailand's clean energy rush risks dumping a toxic legacy for the next generation.

Under pressure from climate change, the government has accelerated its push towards reducing greenhouse gas emissions and achieving carbon neutrality. Solar energy sits at the centre of this strategy. With falling costs and policy support, installed capacity has grown at remarkable speed -- from just 2.5 megawatts two decades ago to nearly 5,000 megawatts today -- and continues to expand across all sectors.

The latest tax incentives for rooftop solar reinforce this momentum, signalling another push into the clean energy era.

The problem is that the policy conversation still stops at how to get more solar panels installed at factories and homes. What comes after -- the full life cycle of solar panels -- remains largely unplanned.

Policymakers must look beyond installation, or Thailand's clean energy dream will eventually make the country drown in a sea of toxic waste.

For solar to be genuinely clean and sustainable, the country must look beyond how many panels are installed. It must pay equal attention to what happens when those panels reach the end of their lifetime.

Promoting mass adoption without a clear system for managing old panels may help tackle climate change in the short term. In the long term, it creates a new environmental problem -- one that future generations will be forced to clean up.

Most solar panels last around 25 to 30 years before efficiency drops, and they must be removed. Under current installation trends, Thailand's solar waste will continue to rise steadily.

By 2030, cumulative discarded panels could reach around 9,900-57,200 tonnes. By 2032, this will increase to 17,900-78,100 tonnes. By 2050, the figure is expected to surge to between 431,000 and 728,000 tonnes.

The annual burden is no less alarming. Because of the installation boom between 2010 and 2020, Thailand is likely to face 18,700-28,900 tonnes of solar waste per year by 2040. A decade later, this could rise to 44,600-66,200 tonnes annually.

Alongside the sheer volume, there is the problem of what these panels contain. By 2040, accumulated solar waste is expected to hold significant amounts of heavy metals, including 3.0-17.2 tonnes of lead and 6.9-40.0 tonnes of antimony. Without a clear and effective management system, these substances pose real risks to both the environment and public health.

Yet Thailand still lacks a clear framework for end-of-life solar management. Existing guidelines focus on landfill, incineration, or exporting waste abroad. These options are risky, environmentally harmful and offer little protection against toxic leakage.

At present, Thailand has no clear system for managing end-of-life solar panels. There are only guidelines from the Energy Regulatory Commission that are limited to landfill, incineration, or exporting waste for treatment abroad. These options carry high risks of pollution from heavy metal leakage, especially lead and antimony.

The problem is not only ecological. It has an economic cost. Uncertainty over solar waste disposal has become an investment risk. The Clean, Affordable, and Secure Energy for Southeast Asia (CASE) Thailand Report for 2024 warns that the lack of a clear policy framework on disposal forces solar rooftop projects to add a "risk premium" of around 0.5-0.6% to cover future waste management costs. The big question is who will bear the cost and which party will bear the cost and responsibility.

There is also an unseen loss of opportunity. Without recycling, Thailand is throwing away valuable resources. Discarded panels contain copper and silver worth hundreds of millions -- and potentially billions -- of baht. By 2040, the value of materials lost in solar waste could range from 281 million to 3.7 billion baht.

The climate cost is just as troubling. Studies show that failing to recycle solar panels almost doubles the carbon footprint of solar electricity itself. In other words, a technology meant to cut emissions ends up carrying a much heavier climate burden than it should.

So what can Thailand do? The problem is not a lack of technology. It is a lack of policy.

First, responsibility must be clearly defined for producers and polluters. Laws based on Extended Producer Responsibility or the Polluter Pays Principle should spell out who pays for what -- from collecting old panels for reuse, recycling, and final disposal. Without clear rules, everyone benefits from solar, but no one takes responsibility for its waste.

Second, Thailand needs to have a reliable state monitoring system to locate the waste. A national tracking system should record every panel from import to decommissioning. Without a central registry, planning is guesswork and accountability is impossible.

Third, dead panels should not all be treated as total rubbish. Many can still be reused. Proper collection and sorting systems would keep usable panels in circulation and reduce the volume sent for recycling.

Fourth, recycling itself needs proper rules and safeguards. Domestic plants require clear environmental, technological, and safety standards, backed by certification and incentives to invest in better recovery technologies.

Finally, Thailand must invest in the long game. That means supporting research and development in new recycling technologies, designing panels that are easier to dismantle, and building the industries needed to manage solar waste over decades, not just the next few years. Needless to say, policy must support solar panels that are made and designed with good waste management.

Only then can solar power be considered truly clean -- not just when it is switched on, but when it is finally switched off. This would also open new opportunities for Thailand to build a recycling and circular economy. Both are vital to the energy transition and carbon neutrality.

Whether Thailand gets there depends on decisions made now. The energy transition will be judged not only by how much clean power it produces but also by how responsibly it deals with the waste it leaves behind.

Nattaphorn Buayam, PhD, is a research fellow at the Thailand Development and Research Institute (TDRI). Policy analyses from the TDRI appear in the 'Bangkok Post' on alternate Wednesdays.
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																The Ministry of Commerce has finally taken steps to protect local fragrant coconut growers from foreign-backed companies that suppress farmers' prices.
While this is a welcome move, solutions that rely solely on law enforcement to arrest proxy companies will not end any market monopolies.

Yesterday, the 10 state agencies responsible met to discuss directions and solutions for tackling a number of proxy companies believed to be funded by Chinese investors.

Investigators reportedly suspect 15 companies -- 10 operating in Ratchaburi and the rest in Samut Prakan, Pathum Thani, Samut Sakhon, and Bangkok -- for controlling the entire supply chain of fragrant coconut oil and suppressing prices paid to farmers.

Fragrant coconut is the latest highly sought-after fruit product in China. Despite massive demand and higher import prices, local farmers are seeing prices drop sharply -- this year, fragrant coconuts sell for 5 baht apiece, down from 10-15 baht just a few years ago.

This is not the first time such a problem has occurred. Local fruit exports, such as durians, have also been controlled by foreign companies using Thai proxies.

The problem dates back over a decade, when foreign investors -- mostly Chinese -- started small by opening "Loong" fruit collection and buying centres in provinces with famous orchards, such as Chanthaburi.

After durians became a major export, these investors expanded to factories in the South to process durians for export. Recently, some proxy companies have hired local farmers to expand orchards, and a few have even violated laws by cultivating commercial fruit farms in protected forests or using public rivers.

As in prior cases, officials will arrest and charge these proxies for violating local laws. Yet the problem persists. These proxy businesses always return when a new lucrative export fruit emerges.

The real question is: What must the government do to break this cycle?

This week, Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun pledged to open a state-supported "Loong" centre to purchase fragrant coconuts from local growers at fair prices. Currently, farmers are dependent on 239 private wholesale warehouses.

However, this solution only addresses the downstream problem. The government has yet to tackle the root cause: over-cultivation.

For decades, local farmers and orchard growers have suffered from price uncertainty. Farmers often follow market trends, growing popular export products such as durians, longans, and recently fragrant coconuts. They make money temporarily -- until too many others plant the same crops.

The problem worsens when neighbouring countries compete in the same markets.

Experts have long urged the government to use zoning policies to control farming areas and yields of export crops, such as rice and sugarcane. But this idea has fallen on deaf ears.

The Ministry of Agriculture, which should oversee farming policy and land zoning, has largely taken a back seat, allowing private companies to dictate farming decisions.

The new Anutin government, with its significant leverage, must address the problem at its root. Without tackling over-cultivation, local farmers and food growers will continue to face price uncertainty indefinitely.
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        From Singapore to Thailand
        For the first time in Thailand, Singaporean flavours by FairPrice's Golden Chef become exclusively available in Thailand at Tops.

      

      
        New movies out this week: March 12-18
        Eight new releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.

      

      
        Why we need urban green spaces
        Urban development tends to focus on what can be added: new towers, wider roads, larger commercial districts. But some of the most important infrastructure in a city is not built at all.

      

      
        Death Fest: a public forum for a private topic
        Death Fest at Impact Exhibition Center does not resemble the kind of event its name suggests. There is no spectacle. Instead, the space is filled with information booths, small group discussions and visitors moving steadily between sessions on ageing, palliative care and planning for the end of life.

      

      
        K-pop, K-drama fans are  spoiled for choice this month
        On March 21, Korean entertainment fans in Thailand will be faced a tough choice between talented girl group i-dle and charismatic actor Lee Dong-wook.
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									From Singapore to Thailand

									'Golden Chef' debuts at Tops supermarkets
								

									For the first time in Thailand, Singaporean flavours by FairPrice's Golden Chef become exclusively available in Thailand at Tops.
									[image: ]

Launching with the concept of "The Taste Of Singapore", ingredients brand Golden Chef has been brought to Thailand by Tops, the food business under Central Retail, in collaboration with Singapore's largest retailer FairPrice Group.

[image: ]

The offering range covers both ready-made pastes and sauces, helping to make the creation of Singapore-style dishes easy and convenient at home. The just-open-the-pouch highlights include (of course) Singapore chilli crab paste, Singapore laksa paste, Singapore chicken curry paste, Hainanese chicken rice paste, Singapore satay beehoon paste, Mee rebus paste and Singapore rendang paste. On the seasoning side, there are premium oyster sauce, light soy sauce and dark soy sauce.

[image: ]

In addition to Golden Chef, FairPrice Group also offers products under the FairPrice brand that have previously been imported and sold in Thailand at Tops such as Kaya with cream crackers and potato chips with distinctive flavours.

[image: ]

Until the end of March, meet the minimum spending on participating FairPrice products to get a free cooler bag at participating Tops, Tops Food Hall and Tops Online.
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									New movies out this week: March 12-18

									YouTuber Markiplier makes his directorial debut with 'Iron Lung'
								

									Eight new releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
									
[image: ]

Ghost Board

Directed by Chanathip Pongsupap.

Who's in it? 

Ongart Jeamcharoenpornkul, Panisara Rikulsurakan, Win Sakulsangprapha, Nattawath Sumploy, Neenara Boonnitipaisit and Phawat Ketsrisakda.

What's it about? 

The story follows a group of children who are punished by being forced to clean a forest temple. They accidentally discover an ancient box hidden in a deserted church. They drop an object, and their lives are changed forever. It turns out to be a die from a cursed board game, which, when rolled, unleashes unpredictable horrors. Their only chance of survival is to confront the ghosts and defeat them before dawn!

Why watch it? 

Experience the ultimate thrill on an Imax screen.

[image: ]

Sing Nor Suea Tai (Thai Fighters)

Directed by Chaiwat Sitalasai and Thawatchai Ladloy.

Who's in it? 

Thanyaphat Patteerachairoj, Chatichai Chinsri, Nattawut Saenyabut, Bong-Songkran Sitthi, Atisarn Yingcharoenthanaloet, Supakorn Kitsuwan, Kew-Inkan, Chupong Changprung, Simon Kook, Nawarach, Suthep Sisi, Ronnie Ferguson and Thatchakorn Maliwan.

What's it about?

Two riverside villages, "Ban Nor" and "Ban Tai", once united in harmony, have become fierce rivals. Small and large disputes erupt everywhere, from alleyways to annual merit-making ceremonies. Especially among the youth, where no one backs down. They compete not only for pride but also for the affection of Baitong, the beautiful daughter of village headman Nok, the village's shining star.

Why watch it?

The film uses a small community as a metaphor for a larger society and poses a simple question: when facing a common threat, will we choose pride or unity? Told as a comedy-action story, it presents smiles, laughter and tears within the atmosphere of Thai local heart and culture.

[image: ]

Reminders Of Him

Directed by Vanessa Caswill.

Who's in it? 

Maika Monroe, Bradley Whitford and Tyriq Withers.

What's it about? 

After prison, a woman attempts to reconnect with her young daughter but faces resistance from everyone except a bar owner with ties to her child. As they grow closer, she must confront her past mistakes to build a hopeful future.

Why watch it?

The film debut of Lainey Wilson.

[image: ]

Number One

Directed by Kim Tae Yong.

Who's in it? 

Choi Woo-Sik, Jang Hye-Jin and Gong Seung-Yeon.

What's it about? 

Eighteen-year-old Ha Min suddenly begins to see the number "365" every time he eats his mother's homemade meal -- and the number drops with each bite. Believing it to be a countdown to his mother's death, he distances himself from her and her cooking. Years later, still haunted by the number, Ha Min lives cautiously, preparing for the worst. Just as he begins to find peace with his girlfriend Ryeo Eun, an unexpected truth turns his world upside down... 

[image: ]

The Mortuary Assistant

Directed by Jeremiah Kipp. 

Who's in it? 

Willa Holland, Paul Sparks and John Adams.

What's it about? 

Follows Rebecca Owens, a mortuary science graduate who takes a night job at River Fields Mortuary. What begins as a routine job soon turns sinister as she faces terrifying supernatural forces.

Why watch it? 

Based on a video game that will explore a new storyline involving the town's demonic entities.

[image: ]

Marty Supreme

Directed by Josh Safdie.

Who's in it? 

Timothee Chalamet, Gwyneth Paltrow and Odessa A'zion.

What's it about? 

Marty Mauser, a young man with a dream no one respects, goes to hell and back in pursuit of greatness.

Why watch it? 

Geza Rohrig's character is based on Polish table tennis player Alojzy "Alex" Ehrlich. After four years at Auschwitz, he was sent to Dachau, where he was saved from the gas chamber because the Nazis recognised him as a world champion. The honeycomb story is real, as detailed in Marty Reisman's autobiography. 

[image: ]

Innocence (Ghost In The Shell 2: Innocence)

Directed by Mamoru Oshii.

Who's in it? 

The voices of Akio Otsuka, Atsuko Tanaka and Tamio Oki.

What's it about? 

In the year 2032, Bato, a cyborg detective for the anti-terrorist unit Public Security Section 9, investigates the case of a female robot -- one created solely for sexual pleasure -- who slaughtered her owner.

Why watch it?

The first ever anime film to be nominated for the Palme d'Or in the Cannes International Film Festival in 2004. It is the 6th animated film to enter the competition at Cannes.

[image: ]

Iron Lung

Directed by Mark Fischbach.

Who's in it? 

Mark Fischbach, Caroline Kaplan and Troy Baker.

What's it about? 

In a post-apocalyptic future after "The Quiet Rapture" event, a convict explores a blood ocean on a desolate moon using a submarine called the "Iron Lung" to search for missing stars/planets.

Why watch it? 

Adaptation of the indie horror game Iron Lung.
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									Why we need urban green spaces

									
								

									Urban development tends to focus on what can be added: new towers, wider roads, larger commercial districts. But some of the most important infrastructure in a city is not built at all.
									Parks, tree corridors, wetlands and other green areas play a critical role in how urban environments function. They shape public health, help cities manage climate pressures, and influence how residents experience daily life.

One of the clearest impacts appears in human wellbeing. Access to greenery has been consistently linked to lower stress levels, improved mental health and increased physical activity. When parks or shaded streets are nearby, residents are more likely to walk, exercise or simply spend time outdoors. These spaces also create opportunities for casual social interaction, something dense urban environments often struggle to provide.

The environmental role of green space is just as significant. Cities naturally accumulate heat. Materials such as concrete, glass and asphalt absorb solar radiation during the day and release it slowly after sunset, creating what researchers call the urban heat island effect. Temperatures in heavily built areas can be several degrees warmer than nearby rural regions. Vegetation helps counter this by providing shade and cooling the surrounding air through evaporation.

In tropical cities the difference can be immediate. A shaded street lined with trees can feel noticeably cooler than an exposed stretch of pavement only a short distance away.

Green spaces also help cities manage rainfall. As urban areas become more paved, water has fewer opportunities to absorb into soil. Instead it runs across hard surfaces into drainage systems that can quickly become overwhelmed during heavy storms. Landscaped areas and wetlands absorb rainwater naturally, reducing pressure on infrastructure while lowering flood risk. These functions are becoming increasingly important as cities face rising temperatures and more extreme weather patterns.

Bangkok illustrates both the challenges and the opportunities involved in expanding urban greenery. Rapid growth during the late twentieth century prioritised roads, commercial development and housing, leaving the city with relatively limited green space compared with many other global capitals. Estimates suggest Bangkok currently provides around 7 square metres of green space per resident, below the World Health Organization guideline of roughly 9 square metres per person.

In response, the city launched the Green Bangkok 2030 initiative, an effort to expand accessible green areas throughout the capital. The plan aims to increase green space to about 10 square metres per resident, expand tree canopy coverage, and ensure that more neighbourhoods have parks within a short walking distance.

Several recent projects illustrate how this strategy is taking shape. Benjakitti Forest Park, built on the site of a former tobacco factory, was designed not only as recreational space but also as part of Bangkok's flood management system. The park's wetlands and water retention areas help absorb large volumes of rainfall during heavy storms while providing residents with open public space.

Smaller neighbourhood parks are also part of the approach. Surveys suggest that even modest "pocket parks" can significantly improve neighbourhood wellbeing by creating accessible outdoor environments within dense districts.

These initiatives reflect a broader shift in how cities think about growth. Urban development no longer depends solely on adding buildings or expanding infrastructure. Increasingly, planners recognise that resilient cities also require space deliberately left unbuilt.

Green areas cool the air, absorb water, support biodiversity and provide residents with places to gather outside commercial environments. 

In dense cities, those quiet functions can become some of the most valuable infrastructure of all.
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									Death Fest: a public forum for a private topic

									Exhibition in Bangkok seeks to raise awareness of end-of-life issues
								

									Death Fest at Impact Exhibition Center does not resemble the kind of event its name suggests. There is no spectacle. Instead, the space is filled with information booths, small group discussions and visitors moving steadily between sessions on ageing, palliative care and planning for the end of life.
									Now in its second year, Death Fest (held from March 13-15) has expanded both in scale and in ambition. Organised by Peaceful Death together with media and community partners, the event brings hospitals, public health organisations, social enterprises and spiritual counsellors into one shared space.

What emerges is not a medical expo in the conventional sense, but something broader in scope. Alongside practical guidance, the programming encourages visitors to consider how they see themselves at the end of life in relation to how they are living now, narrowing the distance between what is often treated as a remote eventuality and the choices that shape everyday life.

The structure of the event is practical. Hospitals, advocacy groups and community organisations share space with service providers offering guidance on advance care planning, organ donation, hospice options and funeral arrangements. The premise is simple but significant.

In Thailand, information about end-of-life care is often scattered across institutions and only sought out when circumstances are urgent. Death Fest gathers that material in one place and allows people to approach it before they are forced to.

What becomes noticeable after spending time there is not just the range of information available, but the different ways people move through it. Some arrive with specific questions and attend talks about navigating the healthcare system or managing long-term illness at home.

Others move more gradually, stopping to read about legal directives or palliative care, sometimes lingering longer than they expected. The event accommodates both urgency and curiosity without privileging one over the other.

The crowd is mixed in age, and that mix shapes the atmosphere. Middle-aged visitors often appear focused, asking detailed questions about support networks and care coordination. Younger attendees move between zones with a quieter curiosity.

They may not be making immediate decisions, but they are absorbing language and concepts that rarely surface in everyday conversation. Conversations continue in hallways and nearby cafes, where practical concerns blend with personal reflection in ways that feel less formal than the setting might suggest.

Healthcare professionals engage differently again. Outside of clinical environments, their exchanges with visitors are less compressed. Instead of explaining options during moments of crisis, they are able to describe them in context, answering questions that might otherwise go unasked. The setting shifts the tone from urgency to preparation, from reaction to foresight.

The event also broadens the conversation beyond medical intervention. Workshops and talks touch on caregiver wellbeing, mental health and the emotional realities of supporting someone through illness.

Community groups addressing suicide awareness and bereavement share resources alongside organisations focused on ageing and hospice care. The framing is not about prolonging life at any cost, but about understanding the spectrum of care and making informed choices that reflect individual values and circumstances.

Even the more unconventional elements, such as displays of environmentally conscious coffin designs or discussions about alternative funeral arrangements, are presented as options rather than statements. They signal that end-of-life planning can reflect personal priorities, whether environmental, cultural or spiritual. Religious representatives are present, but so are secular advocates. The emphasis remains on access to information rather than prescription.

It would be easy to describe Death Fest as simply educational, but that would understate its social dimension. The event creates a temporary public forum for topics that are typically handled in private. In many Thai households, conversations about death are postponed until circumstances demand them. By moving the subject into an exhibition hall, the organisers reduce some of the stigma that silence tends to reinforce.

Not everyone who attends leaves with a completed plan. For some, the impact is subtler. A visitor might not draft an advance directive that day, but they may leave with enough understanding to initiate a conversation at home. Others may realise that comfort-focused care is not synonymous with neglect, or that support networks exist beyond immediate family.

What Death Fest ultimately reveals is less about death itself and more about the gap in accessible public discussion. As Thailand's population continues to age, questions about care, dignity and responsibility will surface more frequently. Events like this do not resolve those questions, but they make them speakable.

By assembling practical resources alongside open dialogue, the event reframes preparation as a form of care rather than pessimism. The exhibition hall becomes a space where people can encounter difficult information on their own terms, at a pace that feels manageable.

In doing so, it offers something that is often missing from conversations about mortality: structure. And once that structure exists, people seem willing to step into it.
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									K-pop, K-drama fans are  spoiled for choice this month

									
								

									On March 21, Korean entertainment fans in Thailand will be faced a tough choice between talented girl group i-dle and charismatic actor Lee Dong-wook.
									2026 i-dle World Tour [Syncopation] In Bangkok

K-pop girl group i-dle is gearing up to meet their Thai fans at the concert "2026 i-dle World Tour [Syncopation] In Bangkok". Organised by iMeThailand, the concert will take place at Impact Arena.

Formed by Cube Entertainment in 2018, i-dle consists of five members -- Miyeon, Minnie (the Thai member), Soyeon, Yuqi (the Chinese member) and Shuhua (the Taiwanese member). The quintet is known as a self-producing group with leader Soyeon writing, producing and arranging most of their music. Their hits, such as Tomboy and Queencard, focus on female empowerment and encourage women to be themselves.

[image: (Photo courtesy of IME Thailand)]
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Due to their outstanding work, their self-titled album i-dle won the Grand Prize at Seoul Music Award and Record of the Year at Asia Star Entertainer Awards in 2025.

Their latest album, Syncopation, represents their limitless identity, using unexpected rhythms to channel their power and confidence.

Tickets for "2026 i-dle World Tour [Syncopation] In Bangkok" cost 2,900, 3,900, 4,500, 5,900 and 6,900 baht, and can be purchased at thaiticketmajor.com. For more information, visit facebook.com/imethailand.



My Sweet Home

Lee Dong-wook will meet his Thai fans at the My Sweet Home event in BCC Hall, CentralPlaza Lardprao.

Lee rose to fame as the leading actor in the 2005 romantic comedy My Girl. He reached another career milestone playing the grim reaper in the 2016 fantasy romance Guardian: The Lonely And Great God alongside Gong Yoo. In 2024, Lee scored another major hit as a highly skilled assassin in the popular Disney+ action series A Shop For Killers. Due to its massive success, a second season has been confirmed for release this year.

Tickets for My Sweet Home cost 2,600, 3,600, 4,600, 5,600 and 6,600 baht at ticketmelon.com. Top-tier ticket holders will get an exclusive 15 minutes talk session with Lee.
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									Furry friends take over Mega Park

									
								

									The Mega Park at Megabangna will be transformed into a vibrant city for pets during "Mega Pet Day 2026: See The World Through My Paws", which will take place on Saturday and Sunday.
									The fair will feature a wide range of activities that combine fun, knowledge and meaningful bonding between pet parents and their four-legged companions in a welcoming atmosphere decorated in yellow and blue -- tones that animals can see clearly.

Joy and excitement are awaited at "Paw-Lympic Park", an outdoor activity zone designed as a gathering and social space for pets. It features a standard dog agility show course that allows canines to test their agility, strength and balance through a series of challenging obstacles including an A-frame confidence ramp, a dog walk balance platform, zigzag poles, a seesaw balance board, a jump bar and a tunnel run.

There will be a celeb talk session with Jackrin "Jackie" Kungwankiatchai, a talented young artist who will be sharing his perspective on life with pets, lifestyle experiences and heartwarming moments among pet lovers, on Saturday at 5.30pm.

This will be complimented by a pet talk session on "Every Smile Starts With Understanding - The More We Understand Them, The More Joy We Share" conducted by Dr Chotimon Sisan, aka Dr Harry, from the Rehabilitation and Physical Therapy Centre at Thonglor Pet Hospital, on Sunday at 5pm.

Visitors and their pets are also invited to participate in a creative painting activity on canvas. The artwork will later be assembled into actual shelters to be donated to the SOS Animal Thailand Foundation shelter in Ratchaburi province.

The first 1,000 Mega Smile Rewards member who pre-register to attend the event will receive a complimentary Pawfect welcome gift set worth over 2,000 baht.

Visit mega-bangna.com.
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									Choose your own way out at Death Fest 2026

									
								

									"Re-member" is the theme for Death Fest 2026, which invites everyone to explore essential dimensions of life and death. It will take place at Impact Exhibition Hall 6, Muang Thong Thani, daily from 9am to 7pm, starting tomorrow and ending on Sunday.
									Organised by Peaceful Death, The Cloud and Choojai & Friends, in collaboration with Thai Health, the Department of Medical Services, Thai Red Cross Society and Suan Mokkh Bangkok, this second edition is designed to be a space for individuals and families to learn about living a good life and dying well.

Beyond academic panel discussions, the festival encompasses diverse experiences related to life and relationships. Instead of offering the familiar atmosphere of a fair, the event aims to take visitors on a journey to explore their inner needs and those of the people around them.

The three-day event is packed with talks, workshops and many activities that encourage participants to think, speak and make decisions in a supportive environment before facing real-life situations.

They are presented across five major zones. The Old School zone presents the knowledge on self-care and care for others, the Before I Die exhibition invites participants to reflect on and resolve unfinished matters, while the Human Life-brary Cafe is where visitors can engage in meaningful conversations with individuals from diverse backgrounds including caregivers, singles, LGBTI communities, older adults and even pet owners.

The Life Journey zone is a comprehensive space presenting services and knowledge related to every stage of life from ageing and serious illness to end-of-life care and achieving a good death. The Friends Eat zone, meanwhile, gathers food shops and eateries everyone should try before they die.

There will also be a workshop offering practical tools and safe spaces for reflection and preparation. Another highlight is the "Test Die & Funeral Design Center" activity that uses coffins as communication tools to remind us of the value of breathing in the present moment and also the truth about life.

There is no admission fee. Visit facebook.com/deathfest.th.
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									What men cannot say

									Men feel things. They just cannot express them, as two memorable films show
								

									Hamnet and Sentimental Value are among the most triumphant films released in 2025. Both critically acclaimed family dramas beautifully capture, through cinematography and storytelling, the unravelling of a family bound to an absent father figure.
									The two films' portrayals of their male leads share a striking similarity: both men have endured a traumatic event, both are gifted storytellers, yet neither can articulate their feelings to the people closest to them.

Chloe Zhao's Hamnet traces the relationship between Agnes and William Shakespeare, from the first bloom of their love to the fracture caused by the death of their son, Hamnet. In pursuit of his reputation as a playwright in London, William is repeatedly absent from Agnes and their children back home, including at the moment of his son's death.

Joachim Trier's Sentimental Value follows Gustav, a filmmaker seeking reconciliation with his estranged daughter, Nora, whom he hopes will star in his latest film. The complication is that Gustav has been absent for virtually the entirety of Nora and her sister's lives.
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Throughout both films, the male leads are physically absent, and the storytelling reflects this. Sentimental Value conveys it by shifting between Gustav's and Nora's perspectives, with the two sharing only occasional, sparse scenes together.

Hamnet takes a different approach, offering little insight into William's life in London and focusing instead on Agnes left behind. Yet both strategies prove effective, particularly when the endings bring the female leads into the male protagonists' worlds.

The conflicts in both films find resolution at this intersection when the women step into the professional realms of the men they love. In doing so, Hamnet and Sentimental Value become films that reflect powerfully on the nature of their own mediums, demonstrating how storytelling can bridge the distance between people separated by both space and time.

In Sentimental Value, the reconciliation between father and daughter arrives when Nora agrees to star in Gustav's most personal film, one that, though he denied it, functions as a recreation of his mother's final moments, allowing him to relive and begin to make peace with a wound that has never fully healed.

In Hamnet, William's final play, his most personal work, not only opens a window into his grief for Agnes, but allows her to spiritually reconnect with their late son, watching him realise the dream he never lived to fulfil.
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Both moments reveal men who struggle to voice their vulnerabilities, and who can only truly communicate through the artistic mediums they know: Gustav through film, William through theatre.

Nora is caught off guard when Gustav's screenplay alludes to her suicide attempt, something she had never disclosed to him. Agnes comes to understand William's pain only by watching him embody their son on stage. In both films, the men are at their most exposed not when they speak, but when they create.

That said, these resolutions walk a fine line. There is a risk that the films, in romanticising art as a vessel for emotional expression, quietly sidestep the harder question of accountability. Granting Gustav and William something resembling a happy ending, without either man making a tangible commitment or offering real restitution beyond the act of making something, risks suggesting that the gesture alone was sufficient.

To their credit, neither film fully leans into resolution. Both stop at the point of connection rather than reconciliation complete, which feels honest. Reaching out is a beginning; it is not the same as repair.
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									Apple previews new emojis in iOS 26.4 Beta update

									
								

									Apple has unveiled a series of new emojis in its forthcoming iOS 26.4 (Beta 4) software update, offering users fresh options for digital expression on iPhones and other Apple devices.
									The company released the fourth developer beta of iOS 26.4 this week, providing an early glimpse of the additions ahead of a wider rollout expected later this spring.

Among the newly previewed designs are eight entirely new emoji concepts, including a trombone, treasure chest, distorted face, hairy creature reminiscent of Bigfoot, a "fight cloud", an orca, a landslide and a ballet dancer.

In total, the update introduces 163 new emoji designs to Apple's keyboard. Of these, 13 represent new emoji concepts, while the remaining 150 consist of additional skin tone variations for two existing emojis: People Wrestling and People with Bunny Ears.

The new emojis were approved by the Unicode Consortium in the summer of 2025, as part of the organisation's annual update that standardises emoji characters across digital platforms. Their appearance in the latest beta signals the beginning of their rollout to Apple devices.

Apple has yet to confirm the official release date for iOS 26.4, though the update is expected to be made available to the public in the coming months.
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									How 100kg chain smoker lost 40kg, fixed knee pain and became a fitness influencer

									At 49, Shyy Sachdev was a 100kg obese chain smoker with high blood pressure and cholesterol. Today, she is a fitness influencer
								

									HONG KONG -- From a childhood marked by loss to an abusive marriage that nearly claimed her life, Shyy Sachdev's journey has been anything but ordinary.
									When told at 49 she might only have five years left to live, the then overweight chain smoker chose to reinvent herself.

She began exercising regularly at age 50, strength training at 52, running at 53 and cycling at 61. Today, at 62, she is a force of endurance and resilience.

Stronger and happier than ever, the UK resident and fitness influencer now shares online how she transformed from a woman silenced by fear into a trailblazer of midlife fitness.
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Born in Kenya, she was one of 13 children of parents from Gujarat in India. Her father's death when she was six left her family fractured and vulnerable. At 13, she and five siblings left Kenya to live in England, under the care of her brother and sister-in-law.

For most of her life, Sachdev believed exercise was not meant for women.

"Growing up in a strict Indian household, I wasn't allowed to take part in PE (physical education) at school. Wearing a sports kit was considered inappropriate," she says.

She was taught to cook and clean from the age of 12. "Movement, fitness and self-care were never options."

School for her ended abruptly at age 15. At 18, she ran away. At 29, she got married, hoping for freedom. Instead, marriage became another cage. Her husband was abusive, and fear defined her existence.

"He tried to stab me when I was 38 weeks pregnant," she recalls. The violence escalated until one night, she knew she had to leave. At 42, she walked out of her marriage, taking her two young children with her.
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She worked long hours as a small-business owner running a shop selling household goods. To cope with stress, she smoked heavily - a habit she had picked up at age 21.

"I was a rebel. I wanted to look cool," she says. Over the years, she became a chain smoker, puffing through 30 to 40 cigarettes a day.

She felt constant lethargy. When she entered perimenopause - the transition into menopause when fertility ends - she was plagued with insomnia, brain fog and anxiety, making daily life even more challenging.

In her early forties, she had been prescribed medication to help manage her high blood pressure. Just before her 50th birthday, she learned she also had high cholesterol and a predisposition to diabetes. Her doctor warned her that without serious lifestyle changes, she had only five years to live.

"I did not grow up with any parental guidance. The thought that my children would grow up without me was terrifying," Sachdev says, adding she feared the UK authorities would put her children in foster care.

When her doctor recommended, she start medication to lower her cholesterol, she hesitated. Already suffering from painful knees, she worried about the drug's side effects. The doctor said that instead, quitting smoking, changing her diet and exercising regularly would help.

A prescription medicine that reduced nicotine cravings and withdrawal symptoms helped her stop smoking, though she stresses that "quitting wasn't simple".

"The cravings returned, and I used nicotine gum and inhalers. I cut out tea and wine altogether, the rituals that accompanied my smoking. Most importantly, I replaced nicotine with exercise."

Sachdev gets moving

She took up walking for 90 minutes daily. "Soon I started to feel good."

She then began strength training. She joined a local gym, where she took part in body pump and HIIT (high-intensity interval training) classes, and did cardio sessions on a treadmill three times a week.

"You don't have to spend money to get fit. You don't need a personal trainer. In group sessions, you have an instructor and others sweating it out with you. It's fun," she says.

She started feeling calmer and more confident right after her first class. "Within weeks, my sleep improved, my skin looked better and my perimenopausal symptoms eased."

In her first attempt on the treadmill, she fell off but got back on. Dressed in baggy leggings and long-sleeved tops, she pushed through despite feeling awkward.

Overcoming knee pain through strength training

Strength training was a boon for Sachdev's knees, which had begun hurting in her early forties.

"Walking and sitting for long had become painful. It was because of the excess weight I carried. The high blood pressure compounded the pain," she explains.

The leg press machine became her ally. "I started using it with a light weight. That gave me a lot of relief."

She added stretching exercises at home, often while cooking in the kitchen. Squats and knee raise became part of her routine. "I made it easy for myself and did the stretches whenever I found time."

The knee pain soon subsided. "My knee hurts occasionally. What is important is that now I know how to treat it. I rest, do my stretches and get back to the gym."

How she lost 40% of her body weight

The biggest factor in her return to health was losing weight: she went from weighing 100 kilogrammes (220 pounds) in 2014 to 60kg in 2018, a weight she has maintained since then.

"I want to tell people never to measure their self-worth by their weight. Weight loss was never my goal. My goal was health and vitality," she says.

She went off blood pressure medication in 2018 - four years after she started exercising.

She overhauled her diet, too. She stopped skipping meals and eating cheese sandwiches, bread, potatoes or pre-cooked lasagne late at night. "Money was tight, and I opted for the convenient option."

Now, her meals are intentional: a breakfast of scrambled eggs with sourdough and yogurt with nuts and berries; salmon with rice and salad for lunch; and chicken wraps with vegetables for dinner.
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Running through menopause

When she entered menopause, Sachdev tried bioidentical hormone replacement therapy (HRT), using plant-derived hormones. Instead of relief, she experienced anxiety. One day, in tears, she called her daughter, Savannah, a long-distance runner, who suggested they go for a run. And so, at 52, Sachdev went for her first run with her daughter.

"I took baby steps. I told myself to put one step in front of the other. The first time I ran five kilometres [3.1 miles], it took more than an hour. But I kept at it. I got the will to run from my daughter. She became my running buddy, and getting to spend time with her was precious."

She now runs about 35 km a week and has taken part in 54 races, including four half-marathons (her best time is two hours and 30 minutes), 25 10 km runs and 25 5 km races.

"Running calms me. It is my medicine. It has helped me heal, rebuild my confidence and reconnect with myself. I love being a part of the running community," she says. She is a member of the Viewtube Runners running club and runs 10 km and five km routes with them weekly.

"My children have been my parents. I have learned from them," she adds.

Savannah says: "Mum's an absolute weapon. We can't keep up anymore."
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A year ago, she learned how to ride a bike and now cycles 15 km to 20 km twice a week.

Her son, Syan, says: "Mum started her fitness journey late in her life but it's the best thing she has ever done, and it has brought us closer as a family."

Multiple health benefits

Sachdev has been in therapy for more than a decade and has been able to stop the anxiety medication that had previously helped her cope. She learned the importance of being consistent and has overcome cultural beliefs.

Today, as a fitness influencer with more than 26,000 followers on Instagram, she is having an impact on women across the world. Her story challenges societal narratives, especially around mature women.

"We are told what's appropriate at 30, what's impossible at 50 and what's unthinkable after 60," she says.

She smashes those conventions by living life "her way" and her message to women in their 50s and up is clear: "Start. Start small, start stuck, just start."

Midlife, she shows them, is not an ending, but a powerful beginning.
								



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/social-and-lifestyle/3214690/how-100kg-chain-smoker-lost-40kg-fixed-knee-pain-and-became-a-fitness-influencer
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