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        Kpop boyband BTS to visit 34 cities in a year for comeback world tour 'Arirang'
        SEOUL -  Kpop superstar boyband BTS will [?]embark on [?]a world tour next month  to showcase new album Arirang, after marking the end of a more than three-year hiatus for military service with a concert  at Seoul's historic Gwanghwamun Square on Saturday.
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        Cherry blossoms appeared on Thursday in central Tokyo, five days earlier than in the average year, the weather agency said.
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        Viral images from Chiang Mai are drawing attention to a simple yet effective alternative to plastic packaging for fresh produce.

      

      
        Hoppers: Survival is more than right and wrong
        For a 'made for kids' story, Pixar's latest animation, Hoppers (2026), blends in a deeply nuanced view of environmentalism.

      

      
        2 injured, southern human rights MP unharmed in ambush
        NARATHIWAT - Prachachat Party MP Kamonsak Leewamoh narrowly escaped an attack by gunmen as he was returning to his home in Bacho district in the early hours of Friday.

      

      
        Fire destroys 8 fishing boats in Nakhon Si Thammarat, damage exceeds 10 million baht
        NAKHON SI THAMMARAT - A fierce fire tore through a cluster of fishing boats moored in Khanom canal in the early hours of Friday, destroying at least eight vessels and causing damage estimated at more than 10 million baht.

      

      
        A Labubu film to revive fading craze
        HONG KONG --- Pop Mart International Group Ltd is bringing Labubu to the big screen, betting that a cinematic storyline can revive interest in the quirky toy as sales growth slows and investor enthusiasm wanes.

      

      
        Coffee War turns jets into cafes in Pattaya
        Have a drink on a plane in Pattaya: At Coffee War, decommissioned jets and vintage aircraft are disassembled and reborn as caf&eacute;s across an 18-rai site, where founder Damri "P'Piew" Sangtang's lifelong plane-collecting passion offers visitors the chance to sip coffee inside real aircraft.

      

      
        Your horoscope for Mar 20-26
        Your spot-on horoscope for work, money and relationship from Guru by the Bangkok Post's famously accurate fortune teller. Let's see how you will fare this week and beyond.

      

      
        Japan PM faces Trump's Pearl Harbor surprise
        WASHINGTON --- Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi sailed smoothly past a potential clash with Donald Trump over Iran on Thursday, though the United States president whipped up a bit of a storm about Pearl Harbor.
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									Kpop boyband BTS to visit 34 cities in a year for comeback world tour 'Arirang'

									Southeast Asia performances include Thailand
								

									SEOUL -  Kpop superstar boyband BTS will [?]embark on [?]a world tour next month  to showcase new album Arirang, after marking the end of a more than three-year hiatus for military service with a concert  at Seoul's historic Gwanghwamun Square on Saturday.
									The Saturday concert will be streamed live by Netflix, the US platform's first global live broadcast of a music concert, adding to the anticipation of the seven-member group's comeback.

Some analysts say the tour's ticket earnings alone could approach or overtake past highest-grossing tours such as Taylor Swift's Eras Tour and Coldplay's Music of the Spheres World Tour and the economic  ripple effect could be even greater.

Below [?]are some details of the BTS World Tour Arirang 2026-2027:

Performing in 34 cities

BTS will kick off the tour with a concert on April 9 in the South Korean city of Goyang before visiting 33 more cities around the world for a total of 82 concerts lasting into March 2027.

After the first leg of concerts in South Korea and Japan in April, BTS will travel to the United States and Mexico, and then to Europe to visit Belgium, Britain, Germany and France.

The group will visit North America again in the second [?]half of this year for more concerts in the US and Canada, before visiting Latin American countries, including Colombia, Peru, Chile, Argentina and Brazil.

In Southeast Asia, performances are scheduled in Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia and the Philippines. The tour includes Taiwan and Hong Kong, but no concert is planned in mainland China. The group will also perform in Australia.

Sold out

Tickets for the concerts in South Korea sold out quickly during January's presale,  snapped up by the band's fanbase known as ARMY. The North American and European legs also sold out within a few hours of sales, according to HYBE, the agency that manages BTS. In January, Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum  sent a letter to South Korean President Lee Jae Myung to ask BTS to put on more concerts in the Latin American country.

Biggest Kpop tour

The upcoming tour will mark the biggest world tour by a Kpop band  with [?]the most tour dates and the broadest regional reach, according to HYBE.

Kim Yu-hyuk of IBK Investment & Securities in Seoul forecasts revenue from the tour of 2.7 trillion won ($1.8 billion), potentially approaching or [?]overtaking past highest-grossing tours such as Taylor Swift's Eras Tour of $2.1 billion.

BTS' last world tour was from August 2018 to April 2019, titled Love Yourself, with 42 concerts in 20 cities, followed by 20 stadium concerts in 10 cities.

Kpop represented 7.7% of the top 100 world concert tours in 2025, up from 4% in 2019 [?]when Love Yourself ranked the third by gross, according to Billboard.

Fifth album Arirang

The new album Arirang is the fifth regular  album for the seven-member group and has 14 tracks, including the title Swim. Arirang is named after a Korean folk song of the same name, capturing the identity of BTS as a group that began in Korea, according to Big Hit Music, a music label run by HYBE.

"Kpop's success came from respecting diversity and embracing world cultures, but still [?]holding on to Korea's unique identity," the leader of BTS,  RM, said in a speech he gave to an Asia-Pacific forum held last year in South Korea.
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									Cherry blossom season arrives in Tokyo, 5 days earlier than average year

									
								

									Cherry blossoms appeared on Thursday in central Tokyo, five days earlier than in the average year, the weather agency said.
									It usually takes about a week for the blossoms to reach their peak, but blooming could accelerate if temperatures remain high.

A Japan Meteorological Agency official confirmed dozens of blossoms blossoming in a 2pm (12.00pm Thailand time) inspection of a sample tree of the "Somei Yoshino" variety at Yasukuni shrine, which serves as the agency's blooming reference in the capital. It needs more than five or six blooms to make the announcement.

Private weather service company Weathernews Inc predicts that cherry trees across eastern and western Japan will flower within this month. Blossoms will appear in the southern part of the Tohoku region of northeastern Japan in early April and in Hokkaido by late April.
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									Chiang Mai supermarket uses banana leaves as packaging								
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																Viral images from Chiang Mai are drawing attention to a simple yet effective alternative to plastic packaging for fresh produce.
Rimping Supermarket in the northern provincee has introduced an initiative aimed at reducing plastic waste by using natural banana leaves in place of conventional packaging. Fully biodegradable and widely available, the leaves offer an environmental-friendly solution rooted in everyday materials.

Produce wrapped in banana leaves is secured with biodegradable bamboo ties and finished with a small sticker. So far, the approach has been applied to a range of fresh vegetables and fruits.

Long used across Asia and other tropical regions as a form of natural "dishware", banana leaves are valued for their flexibility and water resistance. These qualities make them particularly suitable for containing food while minimising environmental impact.

Beyond functionality, the presentation has also captured public interest, offering a visually appealing alternative to plastic. The initiative raises the question of whether similar approaches could be adopted more widely, as retailers look for practical ways to cut down on waste.
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									Hoppers: Survival is more than right and wrong

									
								

									For a 'made for kids' story, Pixar's latest animation, Hoppers (2026), blends in a deeply nuanced view of environmentalism.
									Spoilers

The central conflict in the film stems from the removal of a forest to make way for a highway in the town of Beaverton. An abandoned pond with deep personal meaning to protagonist Mabel is set to be destroyedin the process. With the help of a remarkable (and "not like Avatar") technology, the determined Mabel is able to hop into a robot beaver to communicate with animals and rally them back to the pond, preventing its destruction.

Naturally, the story's antagonist is the authority figure pushing development at the expense of animal habitats: the town's mayor, Jerry. Set on clearing the animals out, Jerry installs a fake tree equipped with a sound device emitting frequencies only animals can hear, driving them away from their home.

[image: Jon Hamm and Mayor Jerry in Hoppers (2026). (Photo: Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures)]
Jon Hamm as Mayor Jerry in Hoppers (2026). (Photo: Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures)



What makes the film genuinely impressive, though, is how it refuses to let Mabel off the hook. She does not simply become a hero by joining forces with the animals. Instead, the film turns a critical eye on her methods, rallying the animals through anger and fear, claiming that humans will keep taking what they want until nothing is left. Her approach eventually leads the local critters to mobilise against Jerry with lethal intent, an outcome she never intended. Mabel has a just purpose, but she lacks understanding. 

The hopping technology also works as a literal metaphor, putting oneself in someone else's shoes, suggesting that empathy is the key ingredient missing from any conflict.

Before her arrival, the animals had quietly adapted to their displacement. It was Mabel who imposed her own perspective on them. To be clear, the film does not let the status quo slide either, it shows that the animals' new habitat is too cramped, and that they deserve their pond back. Just not the way Mabel goes about it.

[image: Piper Curda as Mabel in Hoppers (2026). (Photo: Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures)]
Piper Curda as Mabel in Hoppers (2026). (Photo: Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures)



In this sense, the mayor and Mabel are mirror images. Both exploit others, land and animals respectively, in service of their own cause.

The situation come to a head when a third-party threat, the Insect King, forces both sides into chaos, leaving the pond destroyed and fire spreading toward the town. The animals break their dams to help put out the flames, and the gesture is enough to move the mayor to restore the pond and bring the animals home.

It's a fitting conclusion to a story about coexistence. Every creature in this world is simply trying to survive, and the film's quiet argument is that thriving should never require making others suffer, whether that means humans toward animals, animals toward animals, or humans toward each other.
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									2 injured, southern human rights MP unharmed in ambush								
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																NARATHIWAT - Prachachat Party MP Kamonsak Leewamoh narrowly escaped an attack by gunmen as he was returning to his home in Bacho district in the early hours of Friday.
Bacho police said the attack took place around 1am in front of the politician's house just as Mr Kamonsak was returning home from voting in parliament for Anutin Charnvirakul to be the next prime minister.

The lawmaker was unscathed by the assault but his driver and a police escort were seriously injured, according to authorities.

Mr Kamonsak is a well-known human rights attorney active in the southernmost region. He played a prominent role in the campaign to bring defendants from the Tak Bai massacre to trial and a push for legislative amendments aiding civilians involved in fatal conflicts with state agents.

"Is it time to amend laws governing deaths caused by authorities while on duty?" he said in an interview with the Bangkok Post in 2024, when he sat on the House committee on law, justice and human rights.

Security camera footage showed gunmen on a pickup truck fired about 10 rounds from heavy weaponry at his van before speeding off.

Prachachat party has strongly condemned the attack, saying it sets a dangerous precedent for peaceful society.

Party secretary-general Sukarno Matha urged a quick apprehension of the assailants, calling their actions a challenge to law enforcement in the country.

Mr Sukarno remarked that political conflicts or the southern unrest could have been the motives behind the shooting due to Mr Kamonsak's dual roles.
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									Fire destroys 8 fishing boats in Nakhon Si Thammarat, damage exceeds 10 million baht								
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																NAKHON SI THAMMARAT - A fierce fire tore through a cluster of fishing boats moored in Khanom canal in the early hours of Friday, destroying at least eight vessels and causing damage estimated at more than 10 million baht.
The blaze broke out at a fishing pier in village Moo 1 of tambon Khanom, Pol Capt Athon Thongnak, a duty investigator at Khanom police station, who was reported at about 1am.

Police from concerned agencies, including marine police, and rescue workers rushed to the scene to help combat the fire.

On arrival, authorities found flames raging through a row of older fishing boats moored at the Chok Anavil raft in Khanom canal. The fire quickly spread to nearby Por Pornnimit Charoenchai raft. Fire engines were deployed, but efforts to bring the blaze under control were hampered by strong winds. It took about four hours to extinguish the fire, said police.

Preliminary inspections showed eight fishing boats were completely destroyed and initial damage was estimated at least 10 million baht.

Police initially believed the fire may have been caused by an electrical short circuit on one of the boats, with flames quickly spreading to adjacent vessels. However, investigators said they have yet to identify which boat was the source of the fire and stressed that arson remained a possible cause.

A witness told police that the fire initially broke out on one boat before its mooring rope snapped, allowing the burning vessel to drift into nearby boats and ignite them in succession.

Forensic officers were conducting a detailed examination of the scene to determine the exact cause. 

Speculation has circulated that the fire may have been intentionally set in protest over high fuel prices and shortages.

There were reports that the damaged boats belong to the family of an unsuccessful MP candidate, Charnwatana Issarawatana of the Democrat Party in Nakhon Si Thammarat's Constituency 9. 

The fleet was said to be the largest in this southern province and consisted mainly of large single-trawl fishing boats. 

[image: Flames rage through a row of older fishing boats in Khanom canal. (Photo: Nujaree Rakrun)]
Flames rage through a row of fishing boats in Khanom canal, Nakhon Si Thammarat early Friday. (Photo: Nujaree Rakrun)
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									A Labubu film to revive fading craze

									
								

									HONG KONG -- Pop Mart International Group Ltd is bringing Labubu to the big screen, betting that a cinematic storyline can revive interest in the quirky toy as sales growth slows and investor enthusiasm wanes.
									The Beijing-based toymaker is teaming up with Sony Pictures Entertainment Inc for the project, which will involve director and screenwriter Paul King, according to a statement Thursday. Kasing Lung, the Hong Kong-born artist who created the Labubu character, will serve as executive producer. 

King -- best known for Paddington series and Wonka -- will co-write the script with another award-winning screenwriter Steven Levenson. Planned as a hybrid of live-action and computer-generated imagery, the project remains in early development, with financial details and a release timeline yet to be disclosed.

[image: Pop Mart's largest global pop-up in Bangkok, Thailand. (Photo: Pop Mart Thailand)]
Pop Mart's largest global pop-up in Bangkok, Thailand. (Photo: Pop Mart Thailand)



The partnership with a major Hollywood studio underscores Pop Mart's ambition to leverage movies and storytelling to turn the Labubu intellectual property into an enduring franchise while extending its brand beyond toys. Beside selling collectible toys, Pop Mart has opened a theme park in Beijing and launched a jewellery store chain selling pendants and rings engraved with its popular characters.

The Labubu doll became a global sensation in 2025, marking a rare instance of Chinese soft power reaching international scale -- especially across Western markets including the US and Europe. The runaway popularity of Labubus, embraced by Korean popular music (K-pop) idols, Hollywood celebrities and ordinary consumers alike, propelled the company's Hong Kong-listed stocks to an all-time high in August.

[image: Blackpink's Lisa posted a photo holding a Labubu dolls on her Instagram. (Photo:  @lalalalisa_m)]
Blackpink's Lisa posted a photo holding a Labubu dolls on her Instagram. (Photo: @lalalalisa_m)



Yet concerns soon emerged as investors and analysts worried that the Labubu craze might fade, with rising production threatening to dilute the toy's aura of scarcity. Shares have since retreated more than 30%. In response, Pop Mart has been spotlighting new characters including Twinkle Twinkle and Skullpanda, while founder and Chief Executive Officer Wang Ning pushes to transform the company into a creative platform capable of consistently churning out new toy IPs.

"Pop Mart could remain focused on its core strength - creating collectible toys - while leveraging Sony Pictures' scale for global exposure," Morgan Stanley analysts including Dustin Wei wrote in a note late last year when media reports about the movie first emerged.
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									Your horoscope for Mar 20-26

									
								

									Your spot-on horoscope for work, money and relationship from Guru by the Bangkok Post's famously accurate fortune teller. Let's see how you will fare this week and beyond.
									
	([?]) is for work, ([?]) is for money, () is for coupled life and ([?]) is for single life

	Previous ones: https://www.bangkokpost.com/topics/1702300/horoscope





 Aries

Mar 21 - Apr 19

([?]) Sudden shifts in plans and people will complicate what's usually straightforward. Watch out for power plays and shady moves; someone might twist the truth or throw you under the bus. Guard your words and think twice before sharing intel. Fate is using chaos to sharpen up your ability to read people and play the game smarter. 

([?]) Expect an insurance payout, refund or compensation to land in your account. You'll be more mindful of spending. If your credit card(s) have been giving you a headache, relief's coming. Stay sceptical of group investments and flashy foreign tech ventures. Big dreams travel fast, but due diligence travels farther. 

() Your partner's mood swings and selfish streak will test your patience. Their cute side and sexy vibe disappear for now. You may feel bored, but choose to stay because attachment and convenience won't let you leave easily. You may try a discreet dating app or website, but beware of romance scammers. 

([?]) You meet new people IRL and online buy none really interests you. None seems to meet the standard that you've set up for a potential partner and you won't lower it anytime soon. You know what you want and you're not settling for less.

 Taurus

Apr 20 - May 20

([?]) Plans may change without warning and people will complicate things, adding to your workload. Still, your resourcefulness and mental agility will keep everything under control. Politics and competition will be tough to avoid, yet your EQ and savviness will give you the upper hand over every ladder climber and snake. The payoff will make every one of your struggles feel worthwhile. 

([?]) A friendly uncle or big bro in your circle might bring good news or plug you into a money-making opportunity. If you've got a dependent, hold off on your wants in case of surprise bills. Future-you will thank you for it later.

() You'll act a bit selfish, yet your partner will be your rock and obsessed with every version of you. Expect a real conversation about a new financial goal. Healing downtime and Insta-worthy moments are on the cards for you two. Stick to vanilla for now; save the Kama Sutra for later. 

([?]) Your rizz and aura will hit different. Expect attention from a few foreign and local admirers. You'll play it cool, staying self-aware about your magnetic energy. You'll keep your options open and protect your peace while letting destiny filter out those who aren't good fits. 

 Gemini

May 21 - Jun 20

([?]) Slow tasks will speed up and stalled plans will pick up speed. An opportunity to work on something international may land on your plate with tough challenges in tow. You've got the energy and mindset to push through. You'll embrace whatever comes and keep moving. Expect surprise travel and last-minute meetings that surprisingly energise you. 

([?]) An off-the-books side or under-the-radar gig may show up, pay well and let you flex your skills. Keep quiet about it; discretion matters. Travel could bring a sweet little windfall, too. You'll balance spending and saving with sharper judgement. You invest in yourself more wisely. 

() Your relationship will go through ups and downs and you two will find time to spend QT together despite busy schedules. Maintaining harmony takes effort, yet you'll manage it smoothly. Out of nowhere, a married friend or colleague could spark a subtle but undeniable pull. Your heart will race like it's reliving a first crush. 

([?]) Sparks fly between you and someone from work or someone you met at an office outing. Should you decide to proceed, make sure you two get to know each other in secret to avoid gossip. If not, someone conservative may make an issue out of it.  

 Cancer

Jun 21 - Jul 22

([?]) Your efforts will pay off in visible, measurable results. Higher-ups and key clients will notice you, leading to more opportunities for both your main job and side hustle.  Making pitches and negotiations easier for you to navigate. A power player could be in your corner. Stay proactive and keep building momentum. 

([?]) New earnings roll in. You'll handle bills and debts smoothly with zero stress. Skip lending to friends and be cautious with their business ideas. Nothing kills a friendship faster than mixing money with mates.  

() You and your partner look like the perfect match to everyone else. But behind closed doors, your rhythms don't sync -- different needs, different speeds and different definitions of "us". You'll feel jaded but still stay on because of attachment, convenience or fear of the unknown holding you down. 

([?]) Friends may hype someone up as the "perfect match" for you but the vibe will feel flat and flavourless. Meanwhile, sparks may fly with someone whose background isn't polished and whose status won't impress the room. Stop taking advice from the peanut gallery and trust your own radar.

 Leo

Jul 23 - Aug 22

([?]) Tenacity, unwavering drive and hyper-focus will help you get through any obstacle. New tools or AI will work perfectly as your co-pilot, helping you crush every deadline and push productivity higher. A tempting offer to jump ship will land with little time to decide. Mentioning it to your boss could spark a counteroffer to keep you around. You'll know whether to stay on or move on. 

([?]) Stash more cash in your rainy day jar, especially if you've got a dependent, because urgent bills might pop up. Future-you will be grateful for the smart money moves you make now. Stay alert to get-rich-quick schemes, plus phishing traps disguised as entertainment or things you love. 

() Your partner's moody and selfish side will push every last button you didn't know you had. You'll feel stuck between boredom and the deep connection keeping you anchored. A friend will shoot their shot with you. Will you entertain it, or stay loyal to what you know? 

([?]) You'll chat with a few people online. Your top pick will play hard to get, leaving you on read and allergic to IRL plans. You might end up meeting the one you ranked dead last IRL. A few minutes with them in person will explain exactly why. 

 Virgo

Aug 23 - Sept 22

([?]) Solo tasks and team efforts will gain real momentum. You might step into a bigger role and handle challenges that spotlight your talent. Higher-ups are paying attention, so don't hold back. Your voice carries weight. Entrepreneurs, this week favours big swings and ambitious plays. Job hunting? Expect good news. 

([?]) You go out more for social events, but they pay back in new clients, side gigs or earning chances. If you act as a broker, expect wins and maybe even witness some contracts getting signed. Wrestling with debt? You could renegotiate terms, restructure payments or find ways to lighten your load. 

() Talking money and commitment with your honey will feel heavy. Conflicting priorities, mismatched expectations and misaligned energies might stir mild arguments and moody silences. Still, affection will keep the connection strong. It's complicated, but that's relationships sometimes. Someone online or in your circle might try to rizz you up. 

([?]) A spontaneous spark could ignite through online chat or travel. But their hot-cold texting and mysterious vibe might raise your eyebrows. An ex fighting with their current squeeze might circle back. Don't volunteer as their emotional fix or plan B.

 Libra

Sept 23 - Oct 22

([?]) A groundbreaking assignment or collab will push you to create something innovative and impactful. Challenging personalities, unfamiliar software and language gaps may test you, but you're built for anything. You'll adapt fast and push through. Surprise travel and last-minute meetings will keep you motivated.

([?]) Your bank account will get fatter, but it won't stay that way for long. Your saving mode is turned off, while Fomo and Yolo vibes will take over. You'll fully be in a treat-yourself mode. Just beware of links that look harmless but could be phishing traps waiting to bite. And skip the gambling. Lady Luck's on vacation.  

() You two look like the perfect couple to everyone else. But backstage is a different story. You might have to deal with expectations that clash and irritations that keep stacking up. White lies could become your relationship's unofficial strategy. Secret shopping sprees may lighten your mood. 

([?]) Travel, a night out, or a work outing could lead to instant fiery chemistry with a younger stranger. The heat will hit hard but it's a flash in the pan, burning bright then fading by breakfast. Already seeing someone? Hate to break it to you, you may be one of their several options. 

 Scorpio

Oct 23 - Nov 21

([?]) Chaos and crisis become your moments to shine. You'll craft smart solutions, streamline priorities, shuffle resources strategically and negotiate with cool-headed finesse. Drama, power plays and big egos? Some sort of twisted entertainment for you. Bigwigs and key clients will trust your judgement and follow your lead. 

([?]) Financial negotiations may feel tense, but you have the upper hand and could seal deals with handshakes and signatures. You'll spend and save more mindfully, ditching overpriced items and impulse buys. A chance to monetise an asset or skill you already have might arise. 

() Family drama might ripple into your love bubble, but you two will navigate it smoothly and protect your peace. Expect plenty of QT. Between the sheets, familiar heat will meet carnal exploration in all the right ways. Pillow talk could involve baby-making plans, booking a honeymoon or bigger commitments. 

([?]) Romantic possibilities could come in through online chats, work socials or matchmaking friends. You'll explore the chemistry, test compatibility and maybe sexplore what truly excites you. This week centres around choosing the relationship style that aligns with your real life, not the fantasy script.

 Sagittarius

Nov 22 - Dec 21

([?]) Office conflict and drama won't faze you. You'll handle people and conversations with better composure and sharper timing. Networking windows will open and a solid ally might come into your orbit. Customers buy what you sell more easily. The workload might increase, but you'll enjoy pushing yourself to do more. 

([?]) Facing money troubles? They'll shrink as you unlock a clear way out. Negotiations will wrap up in a win-win situation with contracts signed and sealed. You'll balance earning, spending and saving beautifully while carving out space for indulgences that fuel your joy and energy. 

() You'll keep harmony with your partner effortlessly. Meaningful QT will keep the connection wholesome and warm. Out of nowhere, a surprise attraction toward someone in your social circle or at a work social could occur. Your heart might skip like you're meeting your first crush again. The question is whether you'll lean in or lock it down.  

([?]) Talking or seeing someone? Different outlooks will pull you two apart. You won't lose sleep since your heart wasn't fully invested. Romantic possibilities could surface through a professional meetup, work social or scenario you know well. You'll take your time, compare options and choose what feels easy on the heart.

 Capricorn

Dec 22 - Jan 19

([?]) Your performance and results will speak for themselves and attract you a bigger role or heavier responsibilities. Your network will expand while new opportunities come through. You'll have to do much more, but you'll handle the pressure and satisfy higher expectations from bigwigs without losing your cool. 

([?]) You'll score extra income or a little prize but that makes you more reckless with spending. Saving will take a backseat while treat culture, soft life and maybe doom spending take the wheel. Pump the brakes on travel deals. One wrong click could mean paying for a tour or vacation that never existed. 

() A canon event could shake things up between you two, forcing both of you to adjust how you manage or perceive your relationship. Increased responsibilities at work and as a parent may leave less room for couple time. Still, strong communication, quick compromises and your shared dreams will keep you two close. 

([?]) An IRL friend or familiar face may want more and slide into your DM with a flirty vibe, but you won't entertain them. Keep your filters on high both online and on a night out. Lonely spouses, hookup hunters and romance scammers may try to rizz you up. 

 Aquarius

Jan 20 - Feb 18

([?]) You'll close out a tough assignment with flying colours, but don't expect downtime and celebration. Bigwigs will tap you for another high-stakes mission, banking on your expertise. The pressure is on, but a veteran like you remains unfazed. Your experience and strategy will keep everything in check. The payoff at the end will be worth every bit of effort. 

([?]) An off-the-books side gig or under-the-radar work may pop up, pay nicely and give you room to show what you're made of. Just keep the details locked down; discretion matters. You'll get smarter about balancing spending and saving. Carrying a few debts? One could be history. 

() You may act a little selfish, but your partner's still by your side. Expect serious talk about a new financial goal together. Genuine connection and Insta-worthy moments are on the cards. Your sexy time may get saucier than usual. 

([?]) You're radiating main character energy. If you have your eye on someone, shoot your shot and suggest a date. You'll get the yes you want. Someone from work or a professional meetup might surprise you with some bold, flirty moves. And slightly inappropriate. 

 Pisces

Feb 19 - Mar 20

([?]) A breakthrough or lightbulb moment will show you the right way. Projects or plans that got shelved will get moving with new momentum. Progress will show in numbers and your skills will level up fast. Unexpected travel and impromptu pitches might disrupt your calendar, but it's the good kind of chaos that keeps you enthusiastic about your work. 

([?]) Old contacts and casual networking could unlock financial opportunities. You'll notice something hidden in plain sight while others walk right past it. You'll manage expenses and savings with sharper acumen. Expect to dive into personal finance, money strategies and relevant laws to level up your money game. 

() If you've been annoyed by your partner or stuck in conflict with them, solutions will come. Expect sweeter QT and romantic resets. You'll feel wanted and sexier. Expect more playful experimentation and renewed appetite for each other, like the honeymoon phase. 

([?]) Stuck in a dead-end situationship or can't stop thinking about an ex? Closure is finally coming. You'll feel ready for new love. Romance could surface online, during travel or via a friend playing matchmaker. Someone you've known for ages might hint they want more.
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																WASHINGTON -- Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi sailed smoothly past a potential clash with Donald Trump over Iran on Thursday, though the United States president whipped up a bit of a storm about Pearl Harbor.
Days after lashing out at US allies including Japan for failing to heed his calls to help reopen the Strait of Hormuz, Trump praised Tokyo's efforts related to the Middle East war in vague terms.

"I believe that, based on statements (which) were given to us yesterday, the day before yesterday, having to do with Japan, they are really stepping up to the plate," Trump told reporters as he hosted Takaichi in the Oval Office.

After a long pause Trump then added "unlike Nato", repeating his criticism of the US-led military alliance with mainly European countries.

Trump gave few details about what help Japan might provide in securing the crucial waterway, through which one-fifth of the world's oil normally passes.

But his tone towards Takaichi was far more friendly than the tongue-lashings he has given to allies, including British Prime Minister Keir Starmer, on the issue in recent days.

"I'm very proud of you. We've become friends," Trump said of Japan's first female premier, whom he backed ahead of a landslide election victory in February.

The 64-year-old conservative was meanwhile seen giving Trump, 79, a big hug as she arrived earlier at the White House, according to footage released by one of Trump's aides.

Sending its Self-Defense Forces abroad is politically sensitive in officially pacifist Japan, as many voters support the US-imposed 1947 constitution that renounces war.

But just over an hour before the Trump meeting, Japan and five other allies including Britain and France said they were ready "to contribute to appropriate efforts to ensure safe passage through the Strait of Hormuz".

Trump said it would be "appropriate" for Japan and other allies to contribute, noting that Japan gets around 90% of its oil through the strait.

World War II

But diplomacy is rarely simple with Trump, as he showed again when asked by a Japanese reporter why allies were not included in talks about the Iran strikes before they happened.

"Who knows better about surprise than Japan? Why didn't you tell me about Pearl Harbor?" Trump responded.

						

							
						


Takaichi sat back a little in her chair and her eyes widened as Trump mentioned Tokyo's Dec 7, 1941 attack on the US Pacific fleet in Hawaii, which prompted the United States to enter World War II.

But the Japanese premier appeared keen to make the most of her time with the US president, which will also include a dinner.

She was twice seen ostentatiously looking at her watch as the press conference in the Oval Office neared its end.

But the meeting appeared to highlight once again Takaichi's ability to charm Trump, following a similarly friendly meeting in Tokyo in October during which she said she would nominate him for the Nobel Peace Prize.

After the meeting, the two countries announced a US$40 billion project to build nuclear reactors in Tennessee and Alabama, and a $33 billion investment in natural gas power generation facilities in Pennsylvania and Texas.

The deal came after Tokyo agreed last year to invest $550 billion in the United States through 2029 in return for lowering threatened tariffs by Washington to 15% from 25%.

Another reason Tokyo can ill afford to annoy Trump is that the United States has for decades been the guarantor of Japan's security, with 60,000 troops on Japanese soil.

The US security umbrella is particularly relevant in the face of an increasingly assertive China.

Polls published last week however suggest that Takaichi's honeymoon following her election win is souring at home as pricier oil and gas from the Iran war risk making life more expensive for firms and families alike.
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																NARATHIWAT - Prachachat Party MP Kamonsak Leewamoh narrowly escaped an attack by gunmen as he was returning to his home in Bacho district in the early hours of Friday.
Bacho police said the attack took place around 1am in front of the politician's house just as Mr Kamonsak was returning home from voting in parliament for Anutin Charnvirakul to be the next prime minister.

The lawmaker was unscathed by the assault but his driver and a police escort were seriously injured, according to authorities.

Mr Kamonsak is a well-known human rights attorney active in the southernmost region. He played a prominent role in the campaign to bring defendants from the Tak Bai massacre to trial and a push for legislative amendments aiding civilians involved in fatal conflicts with state agents.

"Is it time to amend laws governing deaths caused by authorities while on duty?" he said in an interview with the Bangkok Post in 2024, when he sat on the House committee on law, justice and human rights.

Security camera footage showed gunmen on a pickup truck fired about 10 rounds from heavy weaponry at his van before speeding off.

Prachachat party has strongly condemned the attack, saying it sets a dangerous precedent for peaceful society.

Party secretary-general Sukarno Matha urged a quick apprehension of the assailants, calling their actions a challenge to law enforcement in the country.

Mr Sukarno remarked that political conflicts or the southern unrest could have been the motives behind the shooting due to Mr Kamonsak's dual roles.
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																Ethanol manufacturers are increasing production to serve growing demand for gasohol E20, aligning with the government's efforts to reduce Thailand's reliance on oil imports.
Gasohol E20, a mix of gasoline and 20% ethanol, is being promoted by the government as a primary fuel to deal with a surge in global oil prices and shipping constraints via the Strait of Hormuz during the Israeli-US war on Iran.

"In a period of high global crude oil volatility, E20 will help balance retail prices at service stations," said Kittisak Wattanavekin, honorary president of the Thai Ethanol Manufacturing Association.

Energy officials aim to encourage wider use of E20 by keeping its price lower than gasohol 91 and 95, which contain only 10% ethanol.

Caretaker energy minister Auttapol Rerkpiboon said the government wants to widen the price gap to around 5 baht per litre to accelerate adoption.

E20 is cheaper than both gasohol 91 and 95, but officials believe a larger difference will make it more attractive to motorists.

Ethanol consumption in Thailand is roughly 3.5 million litres per day, while total gasoline consumption exceeds 30 million litres per day, according to the association.

If E20 is actively promoted as the primary fuel, ethanol demand is expected to rise to more than 6 million litres per day, significantly reducing oil imports, noted the group.

Ethanol is made from sugar cane-derived molasses and cassava.

Thailand has more than 11 million rai of sugar cane plantations, producing roughly 90 million tonnes of cane and 10 million tonnes of sugar annually. This reflects the industry's ability to expand into biofuels, said Mr Kittisak.

Sureeyot Khowsurat, chairwoman of the Tapioca Ethanol Association, said ethanol manufacturers are fully prepared to support the E20 policy.

Thailand has an ethanol production capacity of 7.2 million litres per day from 28 plants nationwide, with a surplus capacity of 50-60%, she said.

E20 promotion would increase cassava demand for ethanol to about 6 million tonnes annually. Some 90% of cassava production goes towards starch and chips, with only 10% (about 2-3 million tonnes) entering the ethanol industry.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3220415/ethanol-output-cranked-up-to-meet-e20-demand



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Insurers look to manage risk from Middle East conflict								

															

																Insurance companies have taken steps to cautiously manage their risk exposure amid intensifying conflicts in the Middle East, which has resulted in the cost of war insurance coverage for ships in the Gulf region to reach "unprecedented levels".
Guillaume Mirabaud, chief executive of AXA Insurance Thailand, said the company has committed to supporting clients with empathy and professionalism during these difficult circumstances affecting parts of the Middle East.

"At the same time, we have a responsibility to continuously monitor and manage our risk exposure," he told the Bangkok Post.

"AXA is applying heightened vigilance to underwriting of new policies or renewal of business in the region. Our goal is not to limit our service to customers, but to ensure we can continue providing sustainable coverage in a rapidly changing environment."

According to Fertmax, a freight logistics operator, the cost of war insurance coverage for ships in the Gulf region is at unprecedented levels given the threats in the Strait of Hormuz and additional premiums for ships going around areas of Oman and the Red Sea.

"Potential US Navy escorts for vessels through the Strait of Hormuz would only benefit outbound vessels and not inbound vessels, which doesn't solve the core of the issue," Daejin Lee, global head of research at Fertmax, told CNBC.

Chanaphan Piriyaphan, chief executive of reinsurance broker TQR Plc, said war risk premiums in the Gulf region, particularly around the strait, rose by several hundred percentage points within a single week.

"Insurers have also tightened the requirements for marine insurance, which was previously provided on an annual basis," he said.

"However, when the Mideast war broke out, the protection period was reduced to only seven days, with the duration in some areas cut to just three days as a result of uncertainties in the region."

Marine insurance has been transformed by this war because of the increased risks associated with shipping in the Middle East, said Mr Chanaphan.

Aviation insurance for airlines on higher-risk routes will also have higher premiums, he said. Trade credit insurance, which insures against trade receivables, will increase due to the risk to international payments, said Mr Chanaphan.

Other types of insurance affected are professional indemnity due to volatile market conditions, and political risk insurance for investing in regions with increased tension as it carries higher risks.

In modern warfare, cyber-risk is one of the most concerning factors, he said.

"Cyber-attacks have become a primary tool in modern warfare, involving attacks on digital infrastructure and communications systems alongside military operations," said Mr Chanaphan. "As an insurance brokerage and reinsurance company, our role is to review whether the policies recommended to clients are sufficient and appropriate for purchase."
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								Tour operators brace for cost pressures
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																Tourism operators are increasingly concerned about declining energy confidence, fearing it could dampen their high expectations for the upcoming Songkran holiday.
Wasuchet Sophonsathien, adviser to the Thai Transportation Operators Association, said that in the short term rising fuel prices could affect next month's Songkran holiday. Some tourists have already booked cross-provincial trips, but many have yet to decide, as they are monitoring fuel prices until they feel more confident.

He said some operators might hesitate to launch new tour packages, as they are uncertain how much fuel prices will rise, potentially squeezing their margins.

The association is planning to discuss Songkran strategies with partners such as the Thai Hotels Association and the Association of Thai Travel Agents to prevent a dip in the tourism market.

Nattharin Pongvittayapanu, president of the Kanchanaburi Chamber of Commerce, said tourism during Songkran in Kanchanaburi this year could be weaker.

In addition to higher fuel prices, rising living costs and lower savings are prompting people to cut back on their recreational trips.

Ms Nattharin said some tour operators have decided to continue running their services as usual while bracing for lower profits due to rising operational costs, while others are opting to reduce the number of packages offered as they wait to see how the situation develops.

The chamber and local authorities are working together to inform visitors about fuel availability at stations in the province, particularly those along major transport routes.

They are also coordinating with petrol station clusters to ensure an even distribution of supply.

Nutsarai Chaijindaratana, president of the Sriracha Koh Si Chang Tourism and Service Association, said Si Racha and the wider Chon Buri area are likely to be less affected than other long-distance destinations, thanks to their proximity to Bangkok and strong Songkran demand.

However, the booking pace has picked up more slowly than expected, with forward bookings at only 60%, compared with around 70% during the same period in a normal year.

This reflects the fact that Thai tourists are delaying their travel plans, while the number of foreign visitors has also dropped due to flight disruptions linked to the Middle East, Ms Nutsarai said.

She said that if conditions do not improve, hotels may reduce labour costs by allowing staff to take leave.

However, they will avoid cutting room rates to prevent unhealthy price competition. Many hotels are also making use of solar energy to help reduce electricity expenses during the energy crisis.
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									Baht may fall to 35 per dollar if war persists								

								Oil shock weakens Thai currency
							

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: Tourists queue at a foreign exchange counter. The baht is expected to weaken to 34-35 to the US dollar if the Middle East conflict drags on for two months. (Photo: Somchai Poomlard)]
											
																							
													Tourists queue at a foreign exchange counter. The baht is expected to weaken to 34-35 to the US dollar if the Middle East conflict drags on for two months. (Photo: Somchai Poomlard)												

																					

									

																The baht is expected to weaken to 34-35 to the US dollar if the Middle East conflict drags on for two months, pushing oil prices above US$100 per barrel, according to Kasikorn Research Center (K-Research).
K-Research views a prolonged two-month conflict as the most likely scenario. Under this outlook, global crude oil prices would rise beyond $100 per barrel, putting downward pressure on the baht and increasing currency volatility, said Burin Adulwattana, the centre's chief economist.

According to Mr Burin, the conflict has already had a significant impact on the baht against the dollar, both in terms of volatility and depreciation. Year-to-date, the baht has fluctuated by around 9%, up from a range of 7.5-8% throughout last year.

The baht has depreciated by about 4% against the dollar, making it the region's second-weakest currency after the South Korean won.

Amid heightened risks and uncertainties, he said Thai GDP growth could dip by around 0.5 percentage points in the most likely scenario.

K-Research said war in the Middle East has driven a sharp surge in energy prices, particularly following the closure of shipping routes through the Strait of Hormuz.

This situation is expected to trigger a chain reaction across the global economy, from shortages of raw materials in the petrochemical sector to rising pressure on global food prices in the months ahead.

The conflict has already disrupted trade and air transport in the region, leading to fewer flights and higher travel costs.

On the financial front, the strengthening US dollar against Asian currencies poses additional challenges, especially for Thailand, which relies heavily on energy imports. This dynamic is likely to weigh on the capital market, the baht, and both global and domestic economic growth, while also accelerating inflation and raising the risk of stagflation, noted K-Research.

"Stagflation would put pressure on central banks worldwide, including the Bank of Thailand, to delay policy rate cuts or limit monetary easing," said Mr Burin.

Nattaporn Triratanasirikul, deputy managing director of K-Research, expects Thai economic growth to decline by 0.2-0.7 percentage points, bringing full-year growth to around 1.9%.

This projection assumes prolonged tensions involving Iran and potential supply disruptions to the critical Strait of Hormuz for 1-3 months. Under this scenario, global crude oil prices would remain above $100 per barrel during that period, with the 2026 annual average projected at $75-90 per barrel.

In a worst-case scenario, if oil prices exceed $130 per barrel for more than three months, Thailand's headline inflation could exceed the upper bound of the Bank of Thailand's 3% target range, while economic growth in 2026 could stagnate.

"Inflationary pressures are already emerging in Thailand, driven by rising energy prices, while the impact on the real sector is expected to become more evident in the second quarter of this year," Ms Nattaporn said.

The government's ability to subsidise energy prices is more constrained than during the Russia-Ukraine conflict due to tighter fiscal conditions, she said.

While subsidies remain necessary, K-Research recommends they be more targeted, focusing on specific groups, price levels and time frames.
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																Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul has dismissed concerns about fuel hoarding, saying the shortages observed are due to rising consumption driven by public anxiety rather than illicit stockpiling.
Speaking after chairing a special meeting of the Joint Management and Monitoring Centre for the Situation in the Middle East on Thursday, Mr Anutin said authorities are investigating reports of 10,000 litres of missing fuel, but confirmed there is no supply shortage.

He said crude oil imports and refinery output remain normal, with no reduction in production capacity.

However, concern over the prolonged conflict in the Middle East has led to panic buying, pushing up daily fuel demand.

When asked whether the alleged "mystery figure" stockpiling fuel for profit had been identified, the prime minister responded: "No, there is no such mystery figure hoarding fuel. It is the public who are concerned and stockpiling."

"Daily consumption has risen from 67 million litres to 84 million litres, even though production remains the same and there are no import issues. Therefore, we must reassure the public that there is no shortage and no need to stockpile."

Mr Anutin likened the situation to ATMs being overwhelmed by excessive withdrawals. He urged the public not to crowd petrol stations unnecessarily, saying fuel transport vehicles will be given 24-hour access to Bangkok to ease distribution bottlenecks.
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																Major consumer product manufacturers and distributors are warning customers of possible price increases in April due to the Middle East war disrupting the oil supply chain.
[image: ]


In letters to customers, companies cited the war's impact on the oil-related supply chain, resulting in difficulty sourcing raw materials, decreased packaging availability and rising prices, higher transport costs, and delivery delays.

The companies expect supply chain disruptions to drive up product prices from April, and advised customers to consider replenishing their inventories at appropriate levels.

Unilever Thai Trading Co Ltd, a distributor of consumer goods, said higher raw material and logistics costs have directly increased production costs across all categories. The company expects the effects to begin in April and said it could not predict when they would end.

To help customers manage inventories before cost increases, the company is ramping up production across all product categories and increasing its safety stock in March.

Saha Pathanapibul Plc, a major producer and distributor of consumer goods such as Mama instant noodles, said it is facing production and delivery limitations due to sourcing challenges for raw materials and packaging, along with rising transport expenses. Product availability is below normal and delivery delays are expected, the company said.

The noodle maker advised customers to stock up and be prepared for disruptions.

Berli Jucker Plc, a distributor of consumer goods and food and beverages, is working to secure raw materials and maintain sufficient stock for the market. The company expects price changes in April.

Moreover, F&N Dairies (Thailand) Ltd, a producer of dairy products under brands such as Carnation and Magnolia, is working with suppliers to secure contracts and increase material inventories for production.

The company will maintain its current prices for as long as possible, but a prolonged war may eventually force price increases.

Bhurit Bhirombhakdi, managing director of Boonrawd Brewery Co Ltd and chief executive of Boonrawd Trading Co Ltd, noted rising costs and a decline in the supply of packaging raw materials.

He said plastic raw material prices have risen, but the company will maintain current prices across all product categories.

"How long current prices can be maintained depends on oil prices. Long-term plans will depend on the conflict," said Mr Bhurit.

Tassaluck Panichtrakul, assistant managing director of R&D at Hatari Electric Co Ltd, a producer of electric fans, said the company stopped manufacturing some models, prioritising production of the most popular models due to rising prices of plastic pellets and other raw materials.

The company also plans to reduce the colour options of its products in the future.
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								Some stations still report shortages
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																Caretaker energy minister Auttapol Rerkpiboon has vowed to take action against petrol station operators who charge prices that exceed government-regulated, subsidised levels, while pledging to intensify efforts to ensure smooth oil distribution nationwide.
He told the public yesterday they will be able to buy oil at affordable prices, and the nation will have sufficient fuel for transport and business.

"Officials found oil retailers in some areas sell fuel at high prices, claiming they do not receive subsidies from the government," said Mr Auttapol.

"I want to confirm that every litre of fuel leaving an oil refinery for domestic sales receives subsidies from the state Oil Fuel Fund."

The government is spending money from the fund to subsidise domestic fuel prices, gradually increasing them to avoid a financial burden for businesses and households.

The pump price of diesel, previously capped at 30 baht a litre, increased by 0.5 baht on March 18 and will continue to rise gradually to 33 baht to reduce the subsidy burden, said officials.

The price of gasohol 95 has increased by 1 baht a litre.

With the subsidies already implemented, Mr Auttapol said retailers who sell oil at prices above the regulated levels will be punshished.

He said the Energy and Commerce ministries are working together to establish punitive measures for retailers found guilty of price gouging.

Mr Auttapol spoke while leading an entourage to inspect a major oil depot in Pathum Thani's Lam Luk Ka district. This depot is a primary hub supplying fuel to roughly 200 service stations across the central region.

"There is no hoarding of oil at this facility, which is operating 24 hours a day in line with the Energy Ministry's policy," he said.

A surge in oil demand previously caused fuel delivery trips from the depot to double from 200 to 400 trips per day, increasing the supply from 4 million litres to 8 million litres per day.

Distribution is around 20% higher than average, according to officials.

Yet some filling stations still report shortages.

"We expect this shortfall to end later this week because a joint panel of energy and commerce officials are conducting thorough inspections at areas where problems were reported," said Mr Auttapol.
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								Banks may refuse undocumented large cash withdrawals
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																Financial institutions in Thailand will designate any cash withdrawal of 5 million baht or more in a single day as a high-risk transaction from April 1, 2026, with customers required to provide clear explanations and supporting documents on the source and purpose of the funds.
According to a Bank of Thailand (BoT) directive published in the Royal Gazette on Thursday, banks must apply enhanced customer due diligence (EDD) to such transactions.

This includes obtaining up-to-date information from reliable sources on a customer's business or occupation, workplace and beneficial owners and requesting documentation that substantiates the need for cash. Where necessary, institutions must adjust a customer's risk profile to high and conduct intensified checks.

If a customer cannot supply adequate information or documents, banks may refuse the cash transaction. Where customers provide reasonable grounds and demonstrate necessity but documentation remains incomplete, banks may still serve them under stricter risk-management controls, such as limiting cash amounts or directing clients to use traceable channels.

The guidance requires strong identity verification for services via electronic branches or devices--whether card-present or not--using secure methods such as PINs (Personal Identification Numbers), one-time passwords, in-app authentication or biometric verification.

The BoT said the tightening focuses initially on cash withdrawals, including transactions stemming from cash cheques that result in cash being taken out. Banks are also instructed to ask customers about the purpose of unusually large cash transactions and to keep procedures aligned with the risk level of the transaction and/or the customer.

According to the central bank, cash transactions are easy to conduct without leaving sufficient records of activity or identity, hampering the tracing of money flows. The new rules aim to prevent financial institutions from being misused for criminal activity and to better protect banking customers.

The directive takes effect from April 1.


	Read more: Banks tighten digital checks to curb mule accounts



BoT governor Vitai Ratanakorn recently said his agency detected unusually large cash withdrawals totalling more than 250 million baht, with some customers requesting only 500-baht banknotes. 

The central bank will also tighten regulations on currency exchange operators. Daily exchange limits will be capped at 800,000 baht per person, and at 200,000 baht in border areas to prevent illicit cash from entering the formal financial system.
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									Fuel shortages persist despite adequate reserves								

								Delivery bottlenecks coupled with panic buying the main cause, say energy officials
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																Fuel remains scarce at many service stations across Thailand, even though reserves are more than adequate, amid continuing problems with delivery bottlenecks and unusually high demand, officials said on Thursday.
The Ministry of Energy surveyed 2,649 service stations from Sunday to Tuesday and found that 1,912 had completely or nearly run out of some kinds of fuel, said Wutthitat Tantivess, deputy director-general of the Department of Energy Business.

The survey found 241 stations were temporarily closed, while 496 remained fully operational.

The figures reflect slow deliveries of fuel and unusually high demand at filling stations over the past two weeks, amid fear that the Middle East conflict will push oil prices even higher, he said. 

Mr Wutthitat said that Thailand's imports of crude oil were continuing as usual, while denying online rumours that oil was being smuggled to Cambodia.

As of Thursday, Thailand had 5.06 billion litres of oil which was enough for 41 days' use, he said.

In addition, delivery is confirmed for another 7.39 billion litres, with some already en route to Thailand. The additional amount would bring the total reserve to 100 days' use.

Figures compiled by the ministry show that the amount of diesel consumed in Thailand over the past two weeks has surged to as high as 84 million litres a day, about 16 million higher than normal and above the maximum production capacity of 77 million litres. Authorities say that if the public stops hoarding, the situation will return to normal.

Visiting a fuel storage facility and petrol station in Pathum Thani on Thursday, Energy Minister Auttapol Rerkpiboon said some stations ran out of diesel because demand spiked very quickly and deliveries could not be accelerated to cope.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul, meanwhile, reiterated that the government has no problems with its oil reserves and has been able to order oil from many regions, making up for shortfalls of Middle East crude since the Strait of Hormuz was closed.

Around the clock operations

Fuel supplies to petrol stations are continuing and delivery hours have been extended. Tanker trucks are being allowed to operate in Bangkok around the clock.

Authorities also aim to keep fuel prices at refineries and petrol stations at the same levels to maintain normal fuel availability for industrial and construction sectors, Mr Anutin said.

However, he said, the government would have to allow prices to be subject to market mechanisms. He promised more measures to minimise the impacts on the public.

Authorities have begun increasing the diesel price in small steps from 30 baht a litre to 33 baht, in order to reduce the amount of money spent on subsidies.
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																The mesmerizing Andaman Sea stretching endlessly and emerald green hills are the perfect backdrop for stepping into lifestyle-led luxury living at The Residences at InterContinental Phuket Resort.
Gliding through the grounds, the line between the architecture and the island seemingly vanishes. The design, rooted in the "Far East Paradise" concept, doesn't impose itself on the landscape; it grows out of it. The Peranakan heritage--the intricate tiles, the open courtyards-- exude serene harmony as if traversing between past and present, the indoors and outdoors. 

Life here is the freedom of movement on your terms. Residents enjoy the best of both worlds with the absolute privacy of 111 exclusive residences on the "Millionaire's Mile" and the freedom to step out directly into the serene and peaceful atmosphere of Kamala Beach. 

[image: A refined sanctuary where luxury living meets the serenity of nature.]
A refined sanctuary where luxury living meets the serenity of nature.



Within each private enclave, the bathroom is designed as a functional retreat, where GROHE and GROHE SPA fittings have been carefully selected to work in harmony and transform water into moments of pure bliss. The slim, understated lines of the GROHE Lineare collection complement the resort's modern aesthetic. For a seamless showering experience, the GROHE Grohtherm SmartControl enable residents to precisely regulate temperature and volume with a simple push and turn, especially in the master bathroom, while the GROHE SmartActive 130 hand shower offers three spray patterns -- from invigorating massage to gentle rain -- at the touch of a button. GROHE Essentials accessories complete the space, reflecting the resort's commitment to the highest standards of excellence. 

[image: An expansive master bedroom featuring a bright, airy ambiance, meticulously crafted with refined design elements inspired by Phuket's timeless cultural heritage.]
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An exquisitely appointed master bathroom conceived as a serene sanctuary, featuring striking green jade marble surfaces, a sculptural freestanding bathtub, dual vanities, a spacious walk-in shower, and an elegantly integrated dressing area, complemented by premium fittings from GROHE and GROHE SPA.



Beyond the private sanctuary, the sensory journey continues within the Residences' dedicated Wellness Facilities. Located inside the state-of-the-art Fitness Studio, the GROHE SPA AquaSymphony system combines water, light, and sound to enable residents to create their own personalized multi-sensory water experiences and rejuvenate their senses.

Complementing complete privacy, residents benefit from a seamless connection to the InterContinental Phuket Resort, one of Phuket's acclaimed two-Michelin-Key destinations. This ensures they receive world-class hotel services and full access to premium hotel amenities, where every interaction is personalized to their unique preferences.

[image: The Grand Lobby evokes the serenity of the mythical Anodard Pool -- the celestial waters of paradise -- elegantly expressed through refined architectural elements inspired by Phuket's rich Peranakan heritage.]
The Grand Lobby evokes the serenity of the mythical Anodard Pool -- the celestial waters of paradise -- elegantly expressed through refined architectural elements inspired by Phuket's rich Peranakan heritage.



The Residences are a collaboration between Proud Real Estate and IHG Hotels & Resorts (InterContinental Hotels Group), where attention to detail blurs the line between "hotel guest" and "residents" to a singular standard of excellence. Service is anticipatory by the concierge team that curates resident life celebrations and milestones with impeccable precision and care. 

[image: An elegant meeting room designed for refined gatherings, featuring warm natural textures, sophisticated interiors, and expansive windows that invite abundant natural light and serene views of the paradise garden.]
An elegant meeting room designed for refined gatherings, featuring warm natural textures, sophisticated interiors, and expansive windows that invite abundant natural light and serene views of the paradise garden.



Located on the final pristine stretch of Kamala Beach, appreciate living without boundaries at one of the most desired locations in the world. Learn more at 

https://www.proudrealestate.co.th/theresidencesphuket/
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																Oil dropped from its highest close since July 2022, as the leaders of the United States and Israel sought to reassure investors rattled by damage to major Persian Gulf energy facilities.
Brent crude fell toward $107 a barrel, while West Texas Intermediate for May was around $94. President Donald Trump told reporters he's "not putting troops anywhere" after being asked about the possibility of deploying US ground forces, while Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Israel would refrain from more attacks on Iranian energy facilities.

That followed the biggest day of strikes on energy assets since the war started almost three weeks ago, including extensive damage to the world's biggest liquefied natural gas plant in Qatar that will take years to repair. Brent crude has gained almost 50% this month, outpacing advances in the more regional US benchmark WTI, as the near-complete closure of the Strait of Hormuz hampered supply from the region.

"Price bias for here stays asymmetric, with Brent potentially remaining higher as long as Gulf infrastructure and Hormuz risks are still live," said Charu Chanana, chief investment strategist at Saxo Markets in Singapore. "WTI could be choppier and more capped because any spike invites US policy response or direct interventions in the oil markets."  

On Thursday, Trump tried to downplay the recent spikes in oil prices during an appearance with Japan's prime minister. 

"I thought there was a chance it could be much worse," he said. "It's not bad, and it's going to be over with pretty soon."

US efforts to tame prices, including the release of strategic reserves that must be returned with interest at a later date, have widened the discount of WTI to Brent to about $13 a barrel. That's set up an unusual situation where Brent is set for a weekly gain of about 4%, while WTI is on a path to a 5% drop.  

In other energy markets, European natural gas futures surged to almost double their pre-war level. Fuel prices also climbed, underscoring the wider inflationary risks from the conflict.

Netanyahu told reporters on Thursday that Israel acted on its own when its jets bombed Iran's giant South Pars gas field a day earlier, but that it would hold off from additional strikes on energy. He declined to give a timeline on ending the conflict, but said he could "see this war ending a lot faster than people think."

Meanwhile, Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said it's likely Iran's regime will probably collapse within itself. He also said the US is looking to remove sanctions on Iranian oil in an effort to lower surging energy prices triggered by the war in the Gulf, and could also look at a unilateral release of national reserves.

The White House also doesn't plan to ban the export of oil and gas, a Trump administration official said on Thursday, following a meeting between Vice President JD Vance and oil executives. The industry had warned such a move would only hurt producers.

Offering temporary relief for markets, the International Energy Agency issued details on emergency crude oil commitments by member nations. Japan, Canada and South Korea will be among the biggest contributors to the broad release of stockpiles.

The conflict has inflicted the biggest supply disruption in the history of the global oil market, forcing producers around the Gulf to collectively shutter roughly 10 million barrels of daily output, according to the International Energy Agency.

"As the fighting and the conflict continues and energy infrastructure continues to be in play, it's going to be very hard for the markets to calm down," Rebecca Babin, a senior energy trader at CIBC Private Wealth Group LLC, said on Bloomberg Television. "It just becomes a game of what is the next target, and is the damage that's happening short term or long term, and what does that mean? So I honestly think we're in for more volatility."
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																Ethanol manufacturers are increasing production to serve growing demand for gasohol E20, aligning with the government's efforts to reduce Thailand's reliance on oil imports.
Gasohol E20, a mix of gasoline and 20% ethanol, is being promoted by the government as a primary fuel to deal with a surge in global oil prices and shipping constraints via the Strait of Hormuz during the Israeli-US war on Iran.

"In a period of high global crude oil volatility, E20 will help balance retail prices at service stations," said Kittisak Wattanavekin, honorary president of the Thai Ethanol Manufacturing Association.

Energy officials aim to encourage wider use of E20 by keeping its price lower than gasohol 91 and 95, which contain only 10% ethanol.

Caretaker energy minister Auttapol Rerkpiboon said the government wants to widen the price gap to around 5 baht per litre to accelerate adoption.

E20 is cheaper than both gasohol 91 and 95, but officials believe a larger difference will make it more attractive to motorists.

Ethanol consumption in Thailand is roughly 3.5 million litres per day, while total gasoline consumption exceeds 30 million litres per day, according to the association.

If E20 is actively promoted as the primary fuel, ethanol demand is expected to rise to more than 6 million litres per day, significantly reducing oil imports, noted the group.

Ethanol is made from sugar cane-derived molasses and cassava.

Thailand has more than 11 million rai of sugar cane plantations, producing roughly 90 million tonnes of cane and 10 million tonnes of sugar annually. This reflects the industry's ability to expand into biofuels, said Mr Kittisak.

Sureeyot Khowsurat, chairwoman of the Tapioca Ethanol Association, said ethanol manufacturers are fully prepared to support the E20 policy.

Thailand has an ethanol production capacity of 7.2 million litres per day from 28 plants nationwide, with a surplus capacity of 50-60%, she said.

E20 promotion would increase cassava demand for ethanol to about 6 million tonnes annually. Some 90% of cassava production goes towards starch and chips, with only 10% (about 2-3 million tonnes) entering the ethanol industry.
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																Rising crude oil price volatility, fuelled by escalating tensions between the US and Iran, is threatening to stall Thailand's automotive recovery, with luxury car sales projected to remain flat this year, according to BMW Group Thailand.
Kris Joo, president and chief executive of BMW Group Thailand, said the industry is facing growing concerns that surging oil prices could further weaken consumer confidence, putting more pressure on the currently sluggish economy.

"Tensions in the Middle East have become a new factor that may affect Thailand's automotive industry and domestic car sales in 2026," she said.

Thomas Gorian, director of sales and dealer network development at BMW Group Thailand, echoed this sentiment, warning that the conflict in the Middle East could directly impact the economy and consumer spending.

"We have to closely monitor the war in the Middle East and update how it impacts the economy and business," he said.

BMW had initially forecast growth in Thailand's luxury car segment this year, buoyed by optimism following the general election and the formation of a new government.

However, the company has revised its outlook and now expects sales to remain flat due to the unpredictable nature of the conflict.

Last year, Thailand's luxury car segment fell by more than 10%, dropping to around 26,000 units. BMW's total sales stood at 10,611 units in 2025.

Despite the cautious outlook for 2026, the company expects overall domestic sales to rise by double digits, driven by new model launches, including the BMW iX3 50 xDrive M Sport -- the first vehicle from the Neue Klasse generation.

BMW is conducting a feasibility study to produce this model locally at its Rayong assembly plant, although it is currently imported from China.

The company has reaffirmed its long-term commitment to Thailand, with plans to invest in a battery manufacturing facility in Rayong to support both battery electric vehicles (BEVs) and plug-in hybrid electric vehicles (PHEVs).

Currently, BMW's production mix in Thailand consists of 60% internal combustion engine vehicles, 30% PHEVs, and 10% BEVs.

The company remains confident that the upcoming Bangkok International Motor Show later this month will boost consumer sentiment and help sustain momentum in the automotive industry.
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									Insurers look to manage risk from Middle East conflict								

															

																Insurance companies have taken steps to cautiously manage their risk exposure amid intensifying conflicts in the Middle East, which has resulted in the cost of war insurance coverage for ships in the Gulf region to reach "unprecedented levels".
Guillaume Mirabaud, chief executive of AXA Insurance Thailand, said the company has committed to supporting clients with empathy and professionalism during these difficult circumstances affecting parts of the Middle East.

"At the same time, we have a responsibility to continuously monitor and manage our risk exposure," he told the Bangkok Post.

"AXA is applying heightened vigilance to underwriting of new policies or renewal of business in the region. Our goal is not to limit our service to customers, but to ensure we can continue providing sustainable coverage in a rapidly changing environment."

According to Fertmax, a freight logistics operator, the cost of war insurance coverage for ships in the Gulf region is at unprecedented levels given the threats in the Strait of Hormuz and additional premiums for ships going around areas of Oman and the Red Sea.

"Potential US Navy escorts for vessels through the Strait of Hormuz would only benefit outbound vessels and not inbound vessels, which doesn't solve the core of the issue," Daejin Lee, global head of research at Fertmax, told CNBC.

Chanaphan Piriyaphan, chief executive of reinsurance broker TQR Plc, said war risk premiums in the Gulf region, particularly around the strait, rose by several hundred percentage points within a single week.

"Insurers have also tightened the requirements for marine insurance, which was previously provided on an annual basis," he said.

"However, when the Mideast war broke out, the protection period was reduced to only seven days, with the duration in some areas cut to just three days as a result of uncertainties in the region."

Marine insurance has been transformed by this war because of the increased risks associated with shipping in the Middle East, said Mr Chanaphan.

Aviation insurance for airlines on higher-risk routes will also have higher premiums, he said. Trade credit insurance, which insures against trade receivables, will increase due to the risk to international payments, said Mr Chanaphan.

Other types of insurance affected are professional indemnity due to volatile market conditions, and political risk insurance for investing in regions with increased tension as it carries higher risks.

In modern warfare, cyber-risk is one of the most concerning factors, he said.

"Cyber-attacks have become a primary tool in modern warfare, involving attacks on digital infrastructure and communications systems alongside military operations," said Mr Chanaphan. "As an insurance brokerage and reinsurance company, our role is to review whether the policies recommended to clients are sufficient and appropriate for purchase."
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									Energy woes dent Songkran travel sentiment								

								Tour operators brace for cost pressures
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																Tourism operators are increasingly concerned about declining energy confidence, fearing it could dampen their high expectations for the upcoming Songkran holiday.
Wasuchet Sophonsathien, adviser to the Thai Transportation Operators Association, said that in the short term rising fuel prices could affect next month's Songkran holiday. Some tourists have already booked cross-provincial trips, but many have yet to decide, as they are monitoring fuel prices until they feel more confident.

He said some operators might hesitate to launch new tour packages, as they are uncertain how much fuel prices will rise, potentially squeezing their margins.

The association is planning to discuss Songkran strategies with partners such as the Thai Hotels Association and the Association of Thai Travel Agents to prevent a dip in the tourism market.

Nattharin Pongvittayapanu, president of the Kanchanaburi Chamber of Commerce, said tourism during Songkran in Kanchanaburi this year could be weaker.

In addition to higher fuel prices, rising living costs and lower savings are prompting people to cut back on their recreational trips.

Ms Nattharin said some tour operators have decided to continue running their services as usual while bracing for lower profits due to rising operational costs, while others are opting to reduce the number of packages offered as they wait to see how the situation develops.

The chamber and local authorities are working together to inform visitors about fuel availability at stations in the province, particularly those along major transport routes.

They are also coordinating with petrol station clusters to ensure an even distribution of supply.

Nutsarai Chaijindaratana, president of the Sriracha Koh Si Chang Tourism and Service Association, said Si Racha and the wider Chon Buri area are likely to be less affected than other long-distance destinations, thanks to their proximity to Bangkok and strong Songkran demand.

However, the booking pace has picked up more slowly than expected, with forward bookings at only 60%, compared with around 70% during the same period in a normal year.

This reflects the fact that Thai tourists are delaying their travel plans, while the number of foreign visitors has also dropped due to flight disruptions linked to the Middle East, Ms Nutsarai said.

She said that if conditions do not improve, hotels may reduce labour costs by allowing staff to take leave.

However, they will avoid cutting room rates to prevent unhealthy price competition. Many hotels are also making use of solar energy to help reduce electricity expenses during the energy crisis.
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									Baht may fall to 35 per dollar if war persists								

								Oil shock weakens Thai currency
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																The baht is expected to weaken to 34-35 to the US dollar if the Middle East conflict drags on for two months, pushing oil prices above US$100 per barrel, according to Kasikorn Research Center (K-Research).
K-Research views a prolonged two-month conflict as the most likely scenario. Under this outlook, global crude oil prices would rise beyond $100 per barrel, putting downward pressure on the baht and increasing currency volatility, said Burin Adulwattana, the centre's chief economist.

According to Mr Burin, the conflict has already had a significant impact on the baht against the dollar, both in terms of volatility and depreciation. Year-to-date, the baht has fluctuated by around 9%, up from a range of 7.5-8% throughout last year.

The baht has depreciated by about 4% against the dollar, making it the region's second-weakest currency after the South Korean won.

Amid heightened risks and uncertainties, he said Thai GDP growth could dip by around 0.5 percentage points in the most likely scenario.

K-Research said war in the Middle East has driven a sharp surge in energy prices, particularly following the closure of shipping routes through the Strait of Hormuz.

This situation is expected to trigger a chain reaction across the global economy, from shortages of raw materials in the petrochemical sector to rising pressure on global food prices in the months ahead.

The conflict has already disrupted trade and air transport in the region, leading to fewer flights and higher travel costs.

On the financial front, the strengthening US dollar against Asian currencies poses additional challenges, especially for Thailand, which relies heavily on energy imports. This dynamic is likely to weigh on the capital market, the baht, and both global and domestic economic growth, while also accelerating inflation and raising the risk of stagflation, noted K-Research.

"Stagflation would put pressure on central banks worldwide, including the Bank of Thailand, to delay policy rate cuts or limit monetary easing," said Mr Burin.

Nattaporn Triratanasirikul, deputy managing director of K-Research, expects Thai economic growth to decline by 0.2-0.7 percentage points, bringing full-year growth to around 1.9%.

This projection assumes prolonged tensions involving Iran and potential supply disruptions to the critical Strait of Hormuz for 1-3 months. Under this scenario, global crude oil prices would remain above $100 per barrel during that period, with the 2026 annual average projected at $75-90 per barrel.

In a worst-case scenario, if oil prices exceed $130 per barrel for more than three months, Thailand's headline inflation could exceed the upper bound of the Bank of Thailand's 3% target range, while economic growth in 2026 could stagnate.

"Inflationary pressures are already emerging in Thailand, driven by rising energy prices, while the impact on the real sector is expected to become more evident in the second quarter of this year," Ms Nattaporn said.

The government's ability to subsidise energy prices is more constrained than during the Russia-Ukraine conflict due to tighter fiscal conditions, she said.

While subsidies remain necessary, K-Research recommends they be more targeted, focusing on specific groups, price levels and time frames.
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									Consumer goods prices to rise soon as production costs soar								
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																Major consumer product manufacturers and distributors are warning customers of possible price increases in April due to the Middle East war disrupting the oil supply chain.
[image: ]


In letters to customers, companies cited the war's impact on the oil-related supply chain, resulting in difficulty sourcing raw materials, decreased packaging availability and rising prices, higher transport costs, and delivery delays.

The companies expect supply chain disruptions to drive up product prices from April, and advised customers to consider replenishing their inventories at appropriate levels.

Unilever Thai Trading Co Ltd, a distributor of consumer goods, said higher raw material and logistics costs have directly increased production costs across all categories. The company expects the effects to begin in April and said it could not predict when they would end.

To help customers manage inventories before cost increases, the company is ramping up production across all product categories and increasing its safety stock in March.

Saha Pathanapibul Plc, a major producer and distributor of consumer goods such as Mama instant noodles, said it is facing production and delivery limitations due to sourcing challenges for raw materials and packaging, along with rising transport expenses. Product availability is below normal and delivery delays are expected, the company said.

The noodle maker advised customers to stock up and be prepared for disruptions.

Berli Jucker Plc, a distributor of consumer goods and food and beverages, is working to secure raw materials and maintain sufficient stock for the market. The company expects price changes in April.

Moreover, F&N Dairies (Thailand) Ltd, a producer of dairy products under brands such as Carnation and Magnolia, is working with suppliers to secure contracts and increase material inventories for production.

The company will maintain its current prices for as long as possible, but a prolonged war may eventually force price increases.

Bhurit Bhirombhakdi, managing director of Boonrawd Brewery Co Ltd and chief executive of Boonrawd Trading Co Ltd, noted rising costs and a decline in the supply of packaging raw materials.

He said plastic raw material prices have risen, but the company will maintain current prices across all product categories.

"How long current prices can be maintained depends on oil prices. Long-term plans will depend on the conflict," said Mr Bhurit.

Tassaluck Panichtrakul, assistant managing director of R&D at Hatari Electric Co Ltd, a producer of electric fans, said the company stopped manufacturing some models, prioritising production of the most popular models due to rising prices of plastic pellets and other raw materials.

The company also plans to reduce the colour options of its products in the future.
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									Penalties  vowed for  gas gouging								

								Some stations still report shortages
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																Caretaker energy minister Auttapol Rerkpiboon has vowed to take action against petrol station operators who charge prices that exceed government-regulated, subsidised levels, while pledging to intensify efforts to ensure smooth oil distribution nationwide.
He told the public yesterday they will be able to buy oil at affordable prices, and the nation will have sufficient fuel for transport and business.

"Officials found oil retailers in some areas sell fuel at high prices, claiming they do not receive subsidies from the government," said Mr Auttapol.

"I want to confirm that every litre of fuel leaving an oil refinery for domestic sales receives subsidies from the state Oil Fuel Fund."

The government is spending money from the fund to subsidise domestic fuel prices, gradually increasing them to avoid a financial burden for businesses and households.

The pump price of diesel, previously capped at 30 baht a litre, increased by 0.5 baht on March 18 and will continue to rise gradually to 33 baht to reduce the subsidy burden, said officials.

The price of gasohol 95 has increased by 1 baht a litre.

With the subsidies already implemented, Mr Auttapol said retailers who sell oil at prices above the regulated levels will be punshished.

He said the Energy and Commerce ministries are working together to establish punitive measures for retailers found guilty of price gouging.

Mr Auttapol spoke while leading an entourage to inspect a major oil depot in Pathum Thani's Lam Luk Ka district. This depot is a primary hub supplying fuel to roughly 200 service stations across the central region.

"There is no hoarding of oil at this facility, which is operating 24 hours a day in line with the Energy Ministry's policy," he said.

A surge in oil demand previously caused fuel delivery trips from the depot to double from 200 to 400 trips per day, increasing the supply from 4 million litres to 8 million litres per day.

Distribution is around 20% higher than average, according to officials.

Yet some filling stations still report shortages.

"We expect this shortfall to end later this week because a joint panel of energy and commerce officials are conducting thorough inspections at areas where problems were reported," said Mr Auttapol.
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									Troubled waters: Thai fishermen marooned by rising fuel costs								

								As the war in the Middle East disrupts the global oil supply, Thai fishers fear a chain reaction across the industry if they are forced to remain in port for an extended time, writes Watsamon Tri-Yasakda from Sriracha
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																With his belongings stuffed into a plastic bag, Thai fisherman Narongsak Kongsuk heads home, far from the sea.
Like hundreds of other fishers in Thailand, his boat is stuck at the dock because of surging diesel prices, as the war in the Middle East disrupts global supply.

The 27-year-old father normally earns up to 20,000 baht ($615) a month, but locked on land, Mr Narongsak fears he will no longer be able to provide for his family.

"There's the cost of my child's milk, various other expenses and car payments," he told AFP on Wednesday.
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"I'll have to find part-time jobs."

His boss, Kwanchai Phatisena, has reluctantly decided to leave his boat moored for at least two weeks at the Sriracha jetty, north of the Thai resort city of Pattaya, where egrets and stray cats compete for fish that have fallen from plastic tubs.

"I've been doing this for about 50 years, and I've never encountered a situation like this before," said Mr Kwanchai, who is in his sixties.

The boat owner said he was no longer covering his costs due to the rise in the price of diesel, his main expense.

TAX-EXEMPT DIESEL

Fishers in Thailand benefit from tax-exempt diesel, known as "green oil", which cost less than 20 baht per litre before the war in the Middle East broke out on Feb 28. It now costs 35 baht and is increasingly hard to find.
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"There's no profit. It's straight-up losses," said Mr Kwanchai, who has been forced to send his employees home while waiting for prices to fall.

As the sun began to rise behind the buildings lining the beach on Wednesday, several boats made their way back from a night of fishing.

"Those still going out are using the cheaper 'green oil' left over in the tanks. Once this batch is gone, everyone will probably dock because we can't handle the costs," Mr Kwanchai said.

The National Fisheries Association of Thailand estimated more than 1,000 boats have already been forced to stay in port, and half the fleet of around 9,000 vessels could soon be idled if the situation drags on.

The association's leaders met with the government in the capital Bangkok on Wednesday to ask in particular that the price of the diesel reserved for fishers be capped, as it is for the general public at the pump.

[image: Yellowstripe scad fish are displayed for sale at the fresh market.]
Yellowstripe scad fish are displayed for sale at the fresh market.




In neighbouring Cambodia's coastal Preah Sihanouk province, around a third of approximately 1,000 fishing boats have also stopped going to sea due to higher fuel prices, according to Em Phea, director of the provincial fisheries administration.

"They cannot make a profit," he said, adding that some fishermen were still working thanks to fuel stockpiles.

"For now, we still have enough seafood, but we don't know yet what will happen in the near future."

And in Vietnam's Quang Tri province, fisherman Nguyen Tri said he was still deciding whether "to sail or not" -- considering the price of diesel for a fishing trip had risen from around $2,300 to $3,800, and it was uncertain whether he could earn enough to cover costs.

CHAIN REACTION

Back in Sriracha, another Thai boat owner, 61-year-old Jariya Charuenpunson, fears a chain reaction across the industry if fishers are forced to remain in port for an extended period.

"Every related profession will lose their jobs, leading to even more widespread unemployment," she said.

[image: As a trader shows her wares, customers in the background look at fish for sale on Sriracha pier.]
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At the dimly lit town market, a few hundred metres from the jetty, the stalls are still well stocked with fish, shrimp and blue crabs.

But the number of customers have yet to return to pre-Covid numbers, and the current uncertainty adds to the gloomy mood among shopkeepers.

Deboning a small yellowstripe scad, 67-year-old vendor Malida Chaiyakul said supply chains were at risk.

"If all the boats stop, then there's obviously no product to sell." AFP
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																For the most part, Southeast Asia as a region has taken a neutral stance toward the joint attack between the United States and Israel against the Islamic Republic of Iran. Even the Philippines and Thailand, two formal US treaty allies, have distanced themselves, calling for restraint and de-escalation.
As Southeast Asia is trade- and export-dependent, the war will have severe repercussions for the region as oil prices rise and international commerce is disrupted. The longer the war goes on, the more regional economies will suffer. The ongoing Middle East conflict will also make it trickier for major Southeast Asian economies that enjoy large trade surpluses with the US -- Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, and the Philippines -- to negotiate final tariff deals with the second administration of President Donald Trump.

As the home to the world's largest Muslim country in Indonesia and majority Muslim states in Malaysia and Brunei, with significant minorities in Myanmar, the Philippines and Thailand, Southeast Asia will be tracking any religious fallout from the war closely. With its advocacy of the minority Shia sect of Islam and its Islamic revolutionary zeal, as well as state-sponsored terrorist proxies among Hezbollah in Lebanon, Hamas in Gaza, and the Houthis in Yemen, the Islamic Republic does not have many supporters among Southeast Asian Muslims.

However, as an underdog under attack, Iran is likely to gain sympathy from Muslims and non-Muslims alike, especially those in the Global South. One major risk from Iran's retaliatory measures is the activation of Iran-inspired and perpetrated terrorism around Southeast Asia.

For example, Hezbollah militants were active in Thailand in the 1990s. If Iran is cornered with no other choice, it could call on its followers to wreak havoc everywhere they can and carry out violent attacks.

At issue for Southeast Asia is outbound labour and migrant workers, as well as inbound tourists. There are many hundreds of thousands of Southeast Asian workers in the Middle East who will be adversely impacted by the war. For example, Thailand has 110,000 workers in the broader Middle East, whereas the corresponding figure for the Philippines is much higher. These workers send billions of dollars in remittances back to the region. Apart from the economic costs of lost income, Southeast Asian economies will see lower growth due to higher oil prices and dwindling tourist numbers due to travel risks. Tourism is a major foreign exchange earner for most Southeast Asian economies, particularly Thailand.

Moreover, the Gaza Board of Peace and the US's Reciprocal Trade Agreements (RTA) are related to President Trump's conduct of the war against Iran. Just prior to the US-Israeli combined bombardment of Iran, President Trump convened the Gaza Board of Peace in Washington, including leaders from Cambodia, Indonesia and Vietnam. Indonesia was the keenest to join, offering 8,000 to 20,000 peacekeeping and peacebuilding troops for the recovery and rebuilding of Gaza.

As each board member had to contribute US$1 billion to the Gaza peace fund, Indonesia took a big bet to reach an RTA with the Trump II administration. But it turned out to be a bad deal for Indonesia because the US Supreme Court struck down Mr Trump's International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA), closely followed by the US-Israeli attack against Iran. The US tariff consequently came down to 15%, lower than 19% under Indonesia's RTA. Sending peacekeeping troops to support Gaza will now be more difficult for Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto, who has offered to mediate the conflict. Cambodia faces a similar situation of inking a final RTA before the US Supreme Court's landmark decision. Vietnam, however, has been in the final phase of the RTA. President To Lam will now likely put it off until the war settles and the Trump team comes up with final negotiating terms.

Among other Southeast Asian countries, Malaysia has been the most vocal and principled by condemning the US-Israeli attack and Iran's retaliatory measures, calling for the abidance of international law and territorial integrity. Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim has spoken out against US interventions in Venezuela and Iran because of international law and the rules-based international system. For Malaysia -- and Indonesia -- the most important outcome in the Middle East is the two-state solution for Palestine. Both Muslim countries are concerned that the Palestinian plight will be marginalised as Israel gains the upper hand in the Middle East.

Myanmar's military government gains from the war because the US cannot promote and assist the country's pro-democracy resistance while Washington violates international law and the United Nations Charter with its attack on Iran. Myanmar's junta reportedly purchases Iranian oil, but any shortfall can be partially offset by local production and diversion to natural gas. The war is a distraction to Washington to the benefit of Myanmar, whose military has been counting on China -- and Russia to a lesser extent -- as its reliable backer.

Also taking a neutral stance, the Philippines will be most concerned with the war's duration due to rising inflation pressures and, more importantly, the risk to Overseas Filipino workers (OFWs) in the Middle East. In turn, the considerable money these workers send home is a crucial revenue stream for the Philippine economy. Singapore has also taken a principled approach towards the war by calling for a peaceful resolution in accordance with international law, consistent with the island state's emphasis on diplomacy and the rules-based international system. As a small state with a high-value economy, the more the international system is imperilled and jeopardised, the worse it is for Singapore. What is happening in the Middle East and global insecurity more broadly put small states in the region -- not just Singapore but also Brunei, Cambodia, Laos, and Timor Leste -- at grave risk.

The newly elected government of Thailand under Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul was quick to form a "war room" to handle and respond to the war. Now that a commercial ship under the Thai flag has been attacked by Iran, the Anutin government is under domestic pressure to protect Thai economic interests and citizens. Mr Anutin will also have a tougher time trying to boost Thai economic growth for 2026 above 2% from the projected 1.6%. The optimism that the new government with a clear mandate could revive the Thai economy has been dampened.

Like its neighbours, Vietnam also neutrally called for restraint and respect for international law. With significant oil imports from Kuwait, Vietnam may face challenges to its 10% growth target this year. But the Vietnamese economy has enough momentum and diversification to weather the current Middle East storm, as do most other countries.
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																Thailand's score on Freedom House's latest "Freedom in the World" report dropped by two points, from 36 to 34. While a two-point slip may seem insignificant, the grade effectively placed the country in the "not free" category -- down from "partly free" in 2024.
This is the exact same score the country had in the years following the 2014 coup, when Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha led the post-coup administration, as well as the civilian government that followed.

The index also places Thailand well behind its peers in Southeast Asia -- behind the Philippines (58), Indonesia (56) and Malaysia (53). The country even scored lower than Singapore (48), which is well known for its obsession with order and control over public opinion.

The score means the country shares the "not free" status with Vietnam (20) and Laos (13), both one-party communist states, and Myanmar (4), which is ruled by a military junta. Although Cambodia (23) held elections recently, the index regarded the country as a one-party state because it has no viable opposition.

At the top of the list for Asia are Japan and South Korea, with 96 and 81 points, respectively.

The downgrade, as embarrassing as it is, wasn't a surprise.

The Washington-based non-profit organisation was clear in its assessment. It cited several events which contributed to Thailand's poor score, including the deportation of Uyghur asylum seekers in 2025 to China under the Pheu Thai administration; the removal of two prime ministers -- Srettha Thavisin and Paetongtarn Shinawatra -- by the Constitutional Court; and the demise of the Move Forward Party, which was blocked from forming a government by the Senate despite winning the election, before it was dissolved by the Constitutional Court for its stance on the lese majeste law.

The developments, the report said, suggest the dominance of unelected, independent institutions in Thai politics, and the use of "lawfare" to suppress dissenting voices.

One doesn't need to look very far for an example -- the use of Section 112 of the Criminal Code to prosecute those seen as opposed to the royal institution and/or reforms related to the monarchy is well-documented.

Human rights lawyer Anon Nampa, for instance, has received an accumulated jail term of over 30 years for calling for reforms to the monarchy. Courts also routinely deny bail to those charged with violating the lese majeste law.

Some politicians, particularly those at the top echelons of our political system, may shrug off the unfavourable status, refusing to see the consequences.

But avoiding reality will only lead to problems down the line. Addressing these concerns will require strong political will, and those in charge have to start tackling the problem now -- not for global approval, but so the country can move forward in a healthy way.
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									Peepo's story exposes lack of child support								

															

																The story of a 13-year-old boy in Nakhon Si Thammarat who lived on the streets, was hit by a car, and later rebuilt his life has gone viral. Yet the life of Peepo -- as the boy is called by the media -- offers not just inspiration. His story exposes years of parental neglect and a lack of state mechanisms to help abandoned children.
A recent Facebook post shows Peepo in a school uniform, with a shy smile on his face. The bruises around his eyes and body from the accident have faded. What remains -- and may never disappear -- is the story behind it.

Peepo had been sleeping on staircases and in corridors at Maharaj Nakhon Si Thammarat Hospital last month -- not by choice, but out of necessity. His mother died when he was very young, and his four siblings went their separate ways. His father remarried but did not want to keep him, fearing it would upset his new wife. Peepo eventually ran away after enduring physical abuse.

In interviews, Peepo said he did not want to become a beggar. The stoic young boy took on small errands, earning just enough to buy vegetables from a nearby market and sell them around the hospital grounds. With no home or relatives to turn to, he slept at the hospital.

Life can be unimaginably cruel. On Feb 23, Peepo was hit by a car. The accident, however, turned out to be a blessing in disguise. Nattaphon Suwanpakdee, a rescue volunteer, brought him to the hospital and helped publicise his story in an effort to locate his family.

When contacted, the boy's father declined to show up. Despite repeated requests from rescuers, he refused to take his son back. "Let it be," he said. "The child will survive there." He later blocked all contact with Mr Nattaphon.

Mr Nattaphon tracked down extended family, eventually reaching an aunt who had been unaware of the boy's situation. Despite her own poverty, she took Peepo in. However, the home has no electricity or running water. Six people live there, including an 80-year-old bedridden grandmother and a disabled relative.

Misfortune has not left him. Doctors later discovered that Peepo suffers from anaemia.

After his heart-wrenching story went viral, assistance -- in the form of donations and state support -- began to pour in. Local authorities quickly connected electricity and water to his aunt's home. Donations exceeded 330,000 baht within just a few days.

Peepo returned to school this week, joining a Prathom 6 class. A teacher described him as polite, kind, and eager to help others. Peepo told the media he wants to become a rescue volunteer when he grows up -- just like Mr Nattaphon. "I want to help people like they helped me," he said.

Peepo's life reminds us of the power of resilience and grit. But the question remains: why did he have to suffer in the first place?

We must not forget that Peepo's story is also the story of abandoned children across Thailand. Many face similar circumstances, but few are able to overcome them. Many end up on the streets or doing odd jobs to survive.

I cannot help but compare these cases with abandoned pets. In the latter, Thailand has strong animal protection laws and more effective enforcement.

Thailand's child protection framework exists, but enforcement remains weak. Parents can refuse responsibility without facing immediate consequences. The burden is instead shifted to state welfare, to volunteers, to extended families, or simply to chance. The question is whether these abandoned children can access support at all.

We must find ways to help these children.

Stronger legal mechanisms are needed to hold parents accountable for abandonment and abuse. But penalties alone are not enough. The state must provide accessible and efficient support systems -- such as child welfare monitoring and services -- long before children are forced onto the streets.

Support systems must also enable relatives, foster families, and halfway houses to care for these children. Kindness alone cannot provide sustainable, quality support. Look no further than Peepo's aunt -- she does not lack compassion; she lacks resources.

Peepo's story raises a simple, urgent question: how many children must suffer as he did before protection becomes not an act of charity, but a guarantee under the law?
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																In the midst of a major war with global impacts, including tangible effects here in Thailand, it would seem ill-advised to devote an opinion piece to an incident easily be written off as just another case of tensions running high in Bangkok.
However, I have been unable to shake last week's story of a wheelchair bound man who felt the need to place himself in front of a departing city bus after it denied him a ride.

The incident could surely be categorised as another tale of frustration in a large, uncaring metropolis. Against the backdrop of drone strikes and goods hoarding, it would definitely be easy to dismiss the event all together, or at least a write up on its possible implications.

Perhaps though, the reason I found this particular instance so affecting was due to the wider context in which it took place.

Maybe, with people jostling to fill up their tanks at crowded petrol stations, wonder growing as to how high prices will impair daily life and the impending dread of a conflict producing daily tragedies, it is the most appropriate time to take stock of basic human decency.

First and foremost, what took place on March 13 was a matter of human decency, rather than accessibility. Officials at the city and national level have assured time and again that universal accessibility is guaranteed in Thailand and services, including public transport, are equipped with the solutions needed to accommodate people of all physical conditions.

The Persons with Disabilities Empowerment Act, passed close to 20 years ago, in 2007, enshrined that all people in Thailand are protected from "unjust discrimination" based on physical or health conditions, that everyone has the right to access public facilities, housing, and transportation and that it is the duty of state agencies to enforce standards in design and practice that would ensure such facilitation.

In the original post from the Mirror Foundation revealing what transpired, a wheelchair user is seen wheeling out to catch the attention of a bus returning to its route after a stop.

According to the foundation, the individual had been compelled to pull the stunt after three consecutive buses refused to pick him up. The post came with a message saying "No one should have to risk their life in the middle of a road just to get around."

Understandably, the discussion triggered by the story revolved around the matter of accessibility, the availability of ramps and other tools for the disabled.

But looking at the details, he wasn't the victim of a lack of infrastructure, rather of callousness and disregard. According to him, after three initial buses chose to ignore his attempts to flag them down, the driver of a fourth simply denied his boarding even while picking up another passenger.

"I understand it might be inconvenient for drivers, but I want them to know I'm a person too. I have a job to get to. I have responsibilities, just like everyone else," he said.

Pointing out that the driver continued to show "reluctance" even after being halted, he made the important assertion that accessible vehicles are of little use if drivers refuse to assist passengers with disabilities.

						

							
						


Public transport, said to be designed for everyone, refused to stop for a disabled passenger, forcing him to wheel his chair into the road to block a bus. (Video via the Mirror Foundation)

The obstacle for this Bangkok resident was never a lack of assistive tools, it was a lack of compassion from a fellow human being.

Even if the bus was not equipped with the accessories that would allow a person in a wheelchair to help themselves on board, which was not the case, there was no impediment to the driver compensating for such a deficiency.

That the driver would continue to show hesitancy to accommodating the man, even after his display, indicates a genuine cruelty on his part. That he was the fourth bus driver to show such neglect indicates that this carelessness is endemic.   

Therein is the real concern. Circumstances across the world are set to become even more trying. Such times will only be made that much more difficult if Thai society continues to demonstrate the lack of empathy that sent a person in a wheelchair into the middle of a road.

It is not particularly ground-breaking to call for compassion and consideration, but as suspicion, isolationism and discontent are being encouraged by the war, a return to that chant might be what is needed.

[image: Wheelchair users travel on a Bangkok public bus, highlighting accessibility challenges in the city's transport system. (File photo: Bangkok Post)]
Wheelchair users travel on a Bangkok public bus, highlighting accessibility challenges in the city's transport system. (File photo: Bangkok Post)
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																Myanmar's newly elected parliament prepares to meet later today to elect the country's president -- and two vice presidents -- who will govern the country for the next five years.
This will formally end the direct military rule that followed the army chief, Senior General Min Aung Hlaing's seizure of power in February 2021. Both the upper and lower houses will meet in a joint session known as an electoral college to finalise the vote.

"No one's interested in what's happening in the parliament, or who will be president," said a Yangon taxi driver. "Nothing will change: the Tatmadaw will remain in charge. It's a selection not an election," he mused.

In fact that's exactly what it seems to be. There is little doubt that the army commander-in-chief, Min Aung Hlaing will be anointed as president, with few -- if any --dissenting voices. "Min Aung Hlaing will be president, Myat Tun Oo first vice president and Nyo Saw will be second vice president," a member of the main party in parliament, the Union Solidarity and Development party (USDP) told the Bangkok Post this week.

In the formal election process, the upper house nominates a presidential candidate, the lower house a candidate and the army's bloc of parliamentarians -- which comprises 25% of the parliament mandated by the 2008 constitution, all selected by Min Aung Hlaing -- nominates a candidate. The joint sitting votes and the positions are allocated on the basis of the number of votes received.

All three candidates expected to fill the top three executive posts are former military officers. Myat Tun Oo is a member of the lower house, representing the USDP in a district of Mandalay. He was the transport and communications minister in the military council that has ruled Myanmar since the coup five years ago.

Nyo Saw is another former military officer turned politician, now a member of the lower house representing the USDP. He was prime minister in the revamped military council -- the State Security and Peace Commission formed in July last year.

"This will not represent a change of any sort," said a Yangon-based economic analyst, Ko Maung. "These military men are simply changing their green uniforms for civic. Their priorities, policies and plans won't change: they've virtually destroyed the country already and are clueless as to how to climb out this economic abyss."

But most of Myanmar's business community seems to be hopeful if not sanguine, that this new "quasi-civilian" government under Min Aung Hlaing -- that formally takes administrative control next month -- may prove everyone wrong, as President Thein Sein's government did after the elections of 2010 -- which were also dismissed by the democratic opposition and most of the international community as a sham.

Instead of a continuation of the existing military control, Thein Sein reached out to the international community -- intent on rolling back sanctions by fully engaging regionally and globally. He introduced limited democratic reforms and tried to liberalise the economy.

And crucially tried to engage the country's ethnic rebel armies: with the idea of a national ceasefire and a dialogue that could lead to national reconciliation. It was fraught and experimental, but did mark a new era in Myanmar's political and economic development that was abruptly interrupted five years ago when Min Aung Hlaing seized power.

There are already extreme reservations -- especially internationally -- about Min Aung Hlaing becoming president, something he has hankered after since 2015, when the then pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi was overwhelmingly elected to govern.

Arbitrarily switching from army chief to president is the customary tactic of dictators who want to continue to rule and find some kind of legitimacy.

"Min Aung Hlaing has no intentions of sharing power, allowing democratic reforms or economic liberalisation," said a Myanmar academic who declined to be identified. "He does not trust anyone -- especially those around him. That's why he must have 110 percent control of everything."

"We will never negotiate with Min Aung Hlaing -- he has too much blood on his hands," Dr Sasa said. Formerly a member of the National Union Government -- the opposition's parallel government -- Dr Sasa now runs his own pro-democratic initiative -- the Institute for Peace and Federal Democracy promoting "True Choice Myanmar", but his views are typical of the revolutionary movement seeking federal democratic change in Myanmar.

By becoming president, Min Aung Hlaing is not signalling change nor giving increased hope that the country's civil war and political impasse can be solved through any form of dialogue. Any hope of improved engagement, especially with the regional bloc Asean, remains frozen.

Thailand's position seems to be carefully crafted. Bangkok is prepared to engage with Nay Pyi Taw. It's engagement but not recognition, a source in the Thai government said. Most Asean members seem to have also adopted this approach. The same source said Min Aung Hlaing had indicated recently that he was also keen to engage Asean, so this is likely to be high on the agenda of the new Myanmar government.

Most diplomats and academics in the region believe China holds the crucial key to the next step in the Myanmar saga. China's foreign minister Wang Yi plans to visit Nay Pyi Taw soon after the new government is unveiled -- later in April, according to Myanmar military sources. Beijing will be keen to endorse the "new regime" but certainly has major reservations about the future.

It is well known that China would prefer Min Aung Hlaing stand down and a recognised civilian though former military figure to have become president. Their preference it is reported, was for the USDP party chief Khin Yi to have become president -- which would mark a tangible shift towards the civilianisation of military rule.

So all eyes will actually be on the Chinese envoy's visit and what breakthroughs it might bring. The Chinese have long told Myanmar's military regime it should release the imprisoned democratic leader Aung San Suu Kyi, who's been in detention since the coup five years ago. The octogenarian is believed to be under house arrest some in the capital Nay Pyi Taw.

A succession of Chinese envoys have tried to see her when visiting the capital but have been rebuffed. Give the growing international concern for her health, it is possible this time the Chinese foreign minster may be successful.

Larry Jagan is a specialist on Myanmar and a former BBC World Service News editor.
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																I seem to have a habit of coining catchwords. Back in October last year, I titled an article "Thailand has become the sick man of Asean". The term "sick man" was later adopted by many economists to describe the economy. In this article, I introduce another: "stagflation". The term, combining stagnation and inflation, originated during the first Mideast oil shock in the 1970s, but may soon be used to describe the Thai economy's condition in the aftermath of the US-Iran war.
Thailand has endured many economic crises in recent memory. To name a few: the Tom Yum Kung crisis of 1997, the Hamburger crisis of 2008, the Great Flood of 2011, the Covid-19 pandemic of the early 2020s, and the Russia-Ukraine war in 2022. Each time, the economy was hit badly, but eventually recovered.

This time, however, the crisis stemming from the US-Iran war will be fundamentally different. Not because of its severity, but because it represents a triple crisis for Thailand -- a crisis within a crisis within a crisis. Most importantly, unlike previous episodes, the government will be largely without the tools to mitigate its impact.

Let me explain what I mean by a triple crisis. For the first time in Thailand's economic history, the country is already facing two ongoing crises.

The first is a crisis of diminishing growth potential. Economic growth has been too weak to sustain living standards, leaving incomes insufficient to meet necessary expenses. This income-expense gap has driven household debt to around 90% of GDP. Excessive debt, in turn, suppresses growth, which the International Monetary Fund projects at just 1.6% in 2026. The National Economic and Social Development Council (NESDC) offers a more optimistic estimate of 2.0%, but even that is too low to meaningfully advance the economy.

The second is a looming liquidity crisis, which I have discussed in detail in previous articles. The economy is unable to generate sufficient domestic liquidity to finance a government deficit of 860 billion baht. So far, Thailand has relied on foreign capital inflows to avoid a shortage. In 2025, inflows reached nearly a trillion baht ($31.7 billion). A similar level will be required in 2026 to prevent a liquidity crunch. Recent data, however, suggest this may not materialise.

Inflows stood at $3.7 billion in January, falling to $1.2 billion in February. After the US began bombing Iran, there was a net outflow of $4.7 billion (around 150 billion baht) in the first week of March. Investors no longer view gold or the Thai baht as safe havens. Yet the Thai economy requires at least $2 billion in monthly inflows to remain stable. With capital now flowing out, a liquidity crisis appears unavoidable.

While these two crises persist, a third -- the US-Iran war -- has erupted. The conflict is not only driving global energy prices sharply higher, but also disrupting supply through the Strait of Hormuz. Several research houses have begun assessing the impact of rising oil prices on the Thai economy. The NESDC has outlined a range of scenarios.

Its base case, assuming no oil price increase, projects GDP growth of 2.0% in 2026. Growth would fall to 1.8% if oil prices rose to $80 per barrel for one week. These scenarios are already outdated. A more realistic assumption is a rise to $100 per barrel lasting one month, under which growth would be reduced to 1.6%. If the conflict extends beyond a month, growth could fall further to 1.3%.

The University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce estimates that oil disruption could reduce GDP growth by 0.35 percentage points if the war lasts less than one month and oil prices remain at $90 per barrel. Under a more pessimistic scenario -- a conflict lasting more than six months with oil hovering around $100 -- growth could fall by 2.31 percentage points, pushing the economy into contraction.

In my view, these simulations are overly optimistic, as they consider only the first-round effects of higher energy prices. This reflects the standard economic assumption of ceteris paribus -- all other things being equal. In reality, multiple shocks occur simultaneously: disruptions to petrochemical supply chains, reduced international travel, rising freight costs, and the risk of escalation into a broader global conflict.

Yet the triple crisis itself is not my primary concern. Thailand has weathered crises before and has developed a degree of resilience. What is more worrying is the lack of capacity to mitigate the impact.

During the Covid-19 crisis, the government enacted two emergency borrowing decrees totalling 1.5 trillion baht. Even with such unprecedented fiscal support, GDP contracted by 6.1% in 2020. One can only imagine the outcome without it.

Similarly, in response to the surge in oil prices during the Russia-Ukraine war, 130 billion baht from the Oil Fuel Fund was used to subsidise retail fuel prices, while a further 100 billion baht was advanced by the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand to stabilise power tariffs. Despite more than 200 billion baht in support, inflation still peaked at 7.86%.

Just imagine. What would inflation be like without substantial energy price subsidies?

This time, there will be no comparable intervention. Not because the government is unwilling, but because it lacks the fiscal space. There is no additional 1.5 trillion baht to deploy, nor another 200 billion baht to cushion energy costs. The question, then, is unavoidable: what will the economy look like in 2026 under the weight of a triple crisis?

The government is already burdened by large deficits, with public debt at around 66% of GDP -- close to the 70% ceiling. Raising this limit would be unwise both economically and politically, and would likely trigger an immediate downgrade by credit rating agencies.

Could the Bank of Thailand come to the rescue? I am afraid not. The policy rate is already low at 1.0%. In theory, it should be raised to contain inflation, not reduced further. Indeed, rates were increased by 2.0 percentage points during the Russia-Ukraine war to address inflationary pressures.

Stagflation is therefore the most likely outcome. Growth may turn negative, while inflation could reach double digits. There is no easy solution -- no win-win, no quick fix. Pain will have to be accepted. The priority must be what is best for the economy, not what is politically expedient. This calls for genuinely innovative, out-of-the-box thinking.

Am I being too pessimistic? Perhaps. But I am rarely wrong.

Chartchai Parasuk, PhD, is a freelance economist.
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																We meet at a time when the world's attention is focused on the war in the Middle East. The conflict is indeed a stark reminder of how fragile peace and security can be, and how quickly instability in one region can have far-reaching repercussions across the world.
But security threats today are no longer defined only by conflicts between states. Increasingly, they arise from criminal networks operating in domains where governance is lacking or insufficient -- most notably in cyberspace.

Cybercrime and online scams are among the fastest growing of these threats. For many, the encounter with these threats begins with something seemingly small: a phone call from someone claiming to be from a bank or a message warning that an account will be suspended unless immediate action is taken.

Every day, somewhere in the world, someone believes them. And within minutes, many lose not just money, but their entire life savings. Oftentimes, those who fall victim are those who are easily preyed upon. Multiply that experience by millions of victims around the world, and we begin to see the true scale of the problem.

Today, online scams have evolved into industrial-scale operations, driven by sophisticated transnational criminal networks. The scale is staggering. In East and Southeast Asia alone, cyber-enabled fraud resulted in US$40 billion (1.3 trillion baht) in losses every year.

But the impact goes far beyond financial loss. Behind these operations lie human trafficking, forced criminality, violence, and large-scale corruption. Even worse, many fall victim to what can only be described as modern-day slavery. This is what makes today's discussion so important.

Scam centres thrive because they operate across multiple jurisdictions, exploit poorly governed digital spaces, and take advantage of gaps in coordination between agencies and across borders. Southeast Asia has been at the centre of this challenge. Within our own region, they take root in places where governance and the rule of law are weak or absent. I need not specify where these countries are, for this is not a forum for naming and shaming, but the reality is well known to all of us.

Southeast Asia is also increasingly at the forefront of efforts to dismantle these networks and strengthen international cooperation against them. But the reality is that our systems of governance and cooperation have not yet fully caught up with the speed and scale of this threat. And no country -- no matter how capable -- can tackle this challenge alone.

What we need first and foremost is political commitment. Political commitment to recognise the scale of the threat, to prioritise action against scam networks, and to strengthen cooperation across borders.

Thailand understands this challenge well because we experience its impacts directly. Our country has become both a transit point for trafficking victims working in scam centres in neighbouring countries and a place of refuge for those who manage to escape.

Since February 2025, Thailand has assisted in the repatriation of more than 13,200 victims from over 40 countries. And this effort is still ongoing today. This reality underscores the need not only to raise global awareness of the magnitude of the problem, but also to ensure that each of us puts our own house in order.

Thailand has declared the fight against cybercrime and online scams as a national agenda. The country has strengthened its response by establishing a National Committee for the Prevention and Suppression of Technology-Related Crimes, enhancing the work of our Anti-Cyber Scam Centre, expanding cooperation with partners such as Interpol and UNODC, and working closely with digital platforms and the private sector to improve detection, prevention, and public awareness.

Just days ago, an operation coordinated by the Royal Thai Police, Asean partners, the US Department of Justice, and Meta led to the deactivation of more than 150,000 suspicious accounts, the arrest of key suspects, and the identification of hundreds of trafficking victims forced to work in scam centres.

This operation shows that when governments, law enforcement, and the private sector work together, real progress is possible. But to dismantle scam centres at such a scale, we must go further by improving intelligence sharing, enhancing rapid cross-border investigations and responses, and strengthening our ability to trace, freeze, and recover illicit assets.

Ultimately, the fight against online fraud is more than just about stopping individual scams. It is about ensuring safety, accountability, and effective governance in the digital world.

Our main task is therefore to ensure that the digital space does not become a sanctuary for organised crime, but remains a domain governed by law, cooperation, and shared responsibility. Thailand stands ready to work with all partners here today to strengthen cooperation and protect people from this ever- growing threat.

Sihasak Phuangketkeow is Minister of Foreign Affairs of Thailand. This is an excerpt from his speech at the Global Fraud Summit in Vienna on Monday.
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									Trump's Iran quagmire could sink America								

															

																Under President Donald Trump, US foreign policy has reached a new low. His administration's war on Iran, coming just after its kidnapping of Venezuela's dictator, will damage the United States and change how the rest of the world views American power.
Of course, this is not the first time the US has pursued an ill-fated, poorly planned intervention abroad. One of the most significant, given the current context, was the CIA's toppling of Iran's popularly elected prime minister, Mohammad Mossadegh, in 1953, following his nationalisation of the country's British-owned oil industry. While it would be a stretch to say that Mossadegh's ouster caused the 1979 Iranian Revolution, there can be little doubt the CIA's intervention shaped how many Iranians viewed the absolute monarchy that the US installed in his place.

That is why so many segments of the Iranian population initially supported the overthrow of the Shah. Tragically, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini was anything but a consensus leader. He quickly turned on his erstwhile allies and established the hugely repressive theocratic regime that remains in power today.

The lesson is that US interventions tend to have many unforeseen consequences. Not only do they create long-lasting resentments. They also shape the soft power (the power of persuasion and attraction) that America has always used to hold together its global alliance network and convince others that its hegemony is benign, contributing to international stability and predictability.

This matters, because most people will naturally object when the hegemon behaves like a bully. Frequent, gratuitous displays of hard power have a way of eroding soft power, especially when an intervention lacks a coherent justification. During the Cold War, the US at least had the overarching objective of stopping the spread of communism, which was a real threat. Even worse for a country's soft power is an ill-planned campaign that shows utter disregard for the lives of those affected. That is what we are now witnessing in the Middle East. Mr Trump's impulsive war is sure to bring US soft power to an all-time low, and no one in his administration cares about trying to rebuild what has been lost.

True, the Iranian regime has been singularly vicious and repressive. Most Iranians have no love for the new supreme leader, Mojtaba Khamenei, or the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps. But that doesn't mean the regime will collapse, much less imply that US intervention will bring peace and stability to the region.

The most remarkable thing about this war is how poorly planned it was. The US and Israeli militaries had plenty of well-scoped targets and precision bombs but no apparent exit strategy.

It should have been obvious that the Iranian regime would not collapse immediately, even if its top leadership was decapitated. And it was all too foreseeable that Iran's retaliation would aim to destabilise the region and push up oil prices. Everyone has always known that the Strait of Hormuz is the regime's trump card. Yet the Trump administration seems to have ignored these considerations, at least judging by senior officials' recent statements.

As a result, the Iranian regime may have come to believe that it holds the stronger hand. It knows that Americans have no appetite for a prolonged war, and it is prepared to endure the current blockade and suppress the population for as long as it takes to ensure the Islamic Republic's survival. Global markets' growing consternation reflects this.

At home, it stands to reason that Mr Trump should pay a steep political price for his war in November's midterm elections. But Mr Trump is the supposed anti-establishment leader, and if his diehard supporters blame the establishment, rather than him, for a deteriorating economy, that could further polarise the country and weaken its institutions.

Mr Trump himself is likely to throw oil on this fire by trying to polarise Republicans and Democrats. After all, US institutions are already weak, with many of the norms and checks that are supposed to constrain presidential power having ceased to function.

It remains to be seen how much more damage US democracy and soft power will suffer because of this ill-conceived foreign adventure. But one thing seems likely: It is Americans who will pay the toll, and it will be greater than we can fully comprehend. The threat to US democracy, social stability, and economic resilience is now greater than at any time in living memory. (c)2026 Project Syndicate

Daron Acemoglu, a 2024 Nobel laureate in economics and Institute Professor of Economics at MIT, is a co-author (with Simon Johnson) of 'Power and Progress: Our Thousand-Year Struggle Over Technology and Prosperity' (PublicAffairs, 2023).
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																MPs are set to vote on Thursday to select the next prime minister. As widely expected, caretaker Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul is likely to be chosen as Thailand's 32nd premier.
However, his path to Government House will not be straightforward. The Constitutional Court on Wednesday voted 6-3 to accept a petition alleging the recent general election was unconstitutional.

The complainants argue that barcodes printed on ballot papers violated the charter requirement for secret voting. If at least five judges rule in their favour, the Feb 8 election could be nullified. However, many observers view the court's decision to accept the case as a reflection of due process.

If the court ultimately dismisses the barcode case, a Bhumjaithai (BJT)-led administration would gain stability. With a projected majority of around 291-292 votes, the BJT-led coalition would have the numbers to pursue economic policies and pass legislation.

Yet what the public wants is not merely unity in government or capable ministers. Recent polls show voters are seeking a government they can trust -- one that is transparent and accountable. The real test will be whether an Anutin-led administration can earn that trust.

So far, Mr Anutin has sought to bolster his second administration by bringing in technocrats and corporate figures such as Suphajee Suthumpun, while excluding the Klatham Party led by Capt Thamanat Prompow from the coalition.

However, trust in government requires more than a handful of credible ministers. It must be demonstrated through actions. A key challenge for the BJT-led government will be to counter criticism that it exerts influence over the Senate and independent agencies, including the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) and the Election Commission (EC).

Recent rulings by the NACC, EC and the Department of Special Investigation (DSI), which cleared several cases involving BJT politicians, are likely to raise further questions about transparency.

Last Friday, the NACC dropped a case against Saksayam Chidchob, a former transport minister, despite a 7-1 Constitutional Court ruling in 2024 that removed him from office for concealing assets.

On Monday, a newly appointed EC subcommittee dismissed a petition against 229 individuals -- including 13 BJT MPs and Mr Anutin -- over alleged irregularities in the 2024 Senate election. The finding, which has yet to be endorsed by EC commissioners, contradicts an earlier study by another subcommittee.

Earlier this week, the DSI, which had been pursuing a land encroachment case involving the State Railway of Thailand in Buri Ram, said it would stop accepting complaints and transfer the case to the NACC. The case is linked to the Chidchob family network.

These cases had been major points of contention for BJT and Mr Anutin, with opponents preparing legal challenges. That pressure now appears to have eased. Once regarded as a mid-sized party that finished third in the 2019 election, BJT has now reached the centre of Thai politics. The public can expect more strategic manoeuvring from the party.

Thai politics remains unpredictable. But one thing is certain -- no political party endures without public trust. Without it, their time in power is limited. For BJT, questions over public confidence have emerged even before the Anutin-led government is formally sworn in.
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																Among Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi's most ambitious goals is to transform his country into a developed economy by Aug 15, 2047 -- the centenary of Indian independence. Given India's growth record over the past two decades, the speed and scale of its infrastructure development in recent years, and the Modi government's willingness to enact large-scale economic reforms, India is likely to become one of the few developing countries to avoid the middle-income trap.
Although there is no universally accepted definition of a "developed economy", the World Bank's threshold for high-income status serves as a necessary, if insufficient, criterion. Many characteristics commonly associated with developed-country status are highly correlated with per capita gross national income. The World Bank sets the threshold for a high-income country at US$13,845 (448,000 baht) in 2023 dollars, and in 2023, India's per capita Gross National Income (GNI) in current dollars was $2,580. If this figure grows by 7.25% annually from 2024 to 2047, India would reach the high-income threshold. But with a population growth rate of 0.6%, the corresponding constant-dollar GNI growth rate would be 7.9%. Is this feasible? India's recent growth experience gives us a baseline. From 2003 to 2023, current-dollar GDP grew at an average annual rate of 10.1%, while the US GDP deflator grew at an average annual rate of 2.3%. Together, these figures imply a constant-dollar GDP growth rate of 7.6%. That is lower than the required 7.9%, but not by much. The question, then, is whether India can overcome this small difference over the next two and a half decades, or whether, like so many developing countries in Latin America and Southeast Asia, its progress will stall.

There are several reasons to be optimistic. First, over the past 79 years, democracy has taken deep root in India. Despite the noisy politics and occasional chaos, important economic-policy reforms made over the past three decades have been sustained. True, in exceptional cases, when opposition to a particular reform has mounted, the government has pragmatically retreated. But over time, the consensus in favour of an outward orientation and market-friendly reforms has strengthened.

Second, India's demographic outlook over the next two decades is very favourable. Its large population, with a gross enrolment ratio in higher education at 28.3% in 2021, implies a large workforce of more than 600 million with diverse skills. Such breadth also yields economies of scale in the provision of public goods, particularly digital platforms. With more than half of the population under 30 years of age, the worker-to-population ratio is high. Better still, a high proportion of young people implies a high savings rate, which is essential for maintaining a high level of investment.

Third, over the past decade, India has benefited from a dramatic turnaround in the public sector's capacity to undertake infrastructure projects quickly and at scale. The kind of massive projects that have awed visitors to China are now being completed in India in record time. The 21.8-kilometre (13.5-mile) Atal Setu bridge and coastal highway in Mumbai, the parliament building in New Delhi, and Mandapam, a new town in the state of Tamil Nadu, are just a few examples.

Nationwide, India is expanding its road, high-speed rail, and civil aviation networks at a rapid pace. Having visited the farthest corners of the country (27 of 28 states) in the past year as part of the 16th Finance Commission's work, I have seen this connectivity firsthand. In the state of Sikkim, high in the Himalayas bordering Tibet, we could travel as far as 3,660 metres (12,000 feet) on the robust roads built by India's Border Roads Organisation.

Fourth, and more importantly, India has demonstrated surprising resilience in the face of adversity. It responded decisively to the global economic turmoil caused by Donald Trump's trade policies. With US tariffs on Indian goods reaching 50%, it found itself among the countries facing Mr Trump's highest trade barriers. Unable to do much on that front, it moved rapidly in other areas, implementing pending domestic reforms and forging free-trade agreements with the European Union and others.

Domestically, India greatly simplified the personal income-tax system by lowering tax rates, eliminating many exemptions, and replacing multiple indirect tax rates on goods and services with just two levies. It has also removed many non-tariff barriers and initiated a wholesale reform of the higher-education system. Moreover, Mr Modi's government recently implemented what I have called the mother of all reforms by enacting four employment-friendly labour codes to replace 29 highly restrictive and mutually contradictory labour laws (many of which were enacted 50-100 years ago).

The trade agreements with the EU and the United Kingdom seem to have persuaded the United States to stop stalling in its own trade talks with India. With the broad contours of a new trade framework having now been outlined, a final agreement is expected to be signed by the end of March, when Mr Modi is due in the US. Owing to these agreements and the liberalisation they will bring to India's markets, India is becoming even more attractive to global investors.

The fifth and final factor likely to enable India to escape the middle-income trap is fierce competition among its 28 states for investment and global market share. While small countries with limited scope for domestic competition may stagnate for a few years after a spark, 28 states are highly unlikely to come to a grinding halt simultaneously. The states on India's western coast and southern peninsula have already sustained robust growth for longer than any country that fell into the middle-income trap ever did. If they are bellwethers for the rest of the economy, Indians have much to look forward to. (c)Project Syndicate 

Arvind Panagariya, former chair of the 16th Finance Commission and former chief economist of the Asian Development Bank, is Professor of Indian Political Economy at Columbia University and Director of the Deepak and Neera Raj Center on Indian Economic Policies at the School of International and Public Affairs.
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        Kpop boyband BTS to visit 34 cities in a year for comeback world tour 'Arirang'
        SEOUL -  Kpop superstar boyband BTS will [?]embark on [?]a world tour next month  to showcase new album Arirang, after marking the end of a more than three-year hiatus for military service with a concert  at Seoul's historic Gwanghwamun Square on Saturday.

      

      
        Cherry blossom season arrives in Tokyo, 5 days earlier than average year
        Cherry blossoms appeared on Thursday in central Tokyo, five days earlier than in the average year, the weather agency said.

      

      
        Hoppers: Survival is more than right and wrong
        For a 'made for kids' story, Pixar's latest animation, Hoppers (2026), blends in a deeply nuanced view of environmentalism.

      

      
        A Labubu film to revive fading craze
        HONG KONG --- Pop Mart International Group Ltd is bringing Labubu to the big screen, betting that a cinematic storyline can revive interest in the quirky toy as sales growth slows and investor enthusiasm wanes.

      

      
        Your horoscope for Mar 20-26
        Your spot-on horoscope for work, money and relationship from Guru by the Bangkok Post's famously accurate fortune teller. Let's see how you will fare this week and beyond.

      

      
        BTS to drop new album ahead of comeback mega-gig
        SEOUL --- Korean pop (K-pop) megastars BTS release a new album on Friday a day ahead of a huge comeback concert in Seoul, a record billed as reflecting the maturing boy band's "beginnings and identity".

      

      
        A missed opportunity
        Based on Patricia Cornwell's best-selling book series, Scarpetta introduces Nicole Kidman as Dr Kay Scarpetta, the chief medical examiner of the Commonwealth of Virginia -- a woman defined by her precision, discipline and an almost unsettling perceptiveness.

      

      
        NCWT honours Thai trailblazers
        To mark International Women's Day 2026, the National Council of Women of Thailand (NCWT) recently organised a special event to promote the roles, potential, and advancement of women.

      

      
        Thailand Cat Lovers Fair is back at Muang Thong Thani
        A troupe of Thailand's ancient cat breeds will take centre stage during Thailand Cat Lovers Fair 2026, which will kick off on March 27 and run daily from 10am to 8pm until March 29. The venue is Impact Exhibition Hall 5, Muang Thong Thani.

      

      
        Faces behind the names
        Many chefs who grow beyond cooking in one kitchen or are celebrities in their own right are often represented in their namesake restaurants by carefully chosen head chefs. Life offers an insight into the chefs behind the big names and why they were chosen for the culinary brands.
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									Kpop boyband BTS to visit 34 cities in a year for comeback world tour 'Arirang'

									Southeast Asia performances include Thailand
								

									SEOUL -  Kpop superstar boyband BTS will [?]embark on [?]a world tour next month  to showcase new album Arirang, after marking the end of a more than three-year hiatus for military service with a concert  at Seoul's historic Gwanghwamun Square on Saturday.
									The Saturday concert will be streamed live by Netflix, the US platform's first global live broadcast of a music concert, adding to the anticipation of the seven-member group's comeback.

Some analysts say the tour's ticket earnings alone could approach or overtake past highest-grossing tours such as Taylor Swift's Eras Tour and Coldplay's Music of the Spheres World Tour and the economic  ripple effect could be even greater.

Below [?]are some details of the BTS World Tour Arirang 2026-2027:

Performing in 34 cities

BTS will kick off the tour with a concert on April 9 in the South Korean city of Goyang before visiting 33 more cities around the world for a total of 82 concerts lasting into March 2027.

After the first leg of concerts in South Korea and Japan in April, BTS will travel to the United States and Mexico, and then to Europe to visit Belgium, Britain, Germany and France.

The group will visit North America again in the second [?]half of this year for more concerts in the US and Canada, before visiting Latin American countries, including Colombia, Peru, Chile, Argentina and Brazil.

In Southeast Asia, performances are scheduled in Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia and the Philippines. The tour includes Taiwan and Hong Kong, but no concert is planned in mainland China. The group will also perform in Australia.

Sold out

Tickets for the concerts in South Korea sold out quickly during January's presale,  snapped up by the band's fanbase known as ARMY. The North American and European legs also sold out within a few hours of sales, according to HYBE, the agency that manages BTS. In January, Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum  sent a letter to South Korean President Lee Jae Myung to ask BTS to put on more concerts in the Latin American country.

Biggest Kpop tour

The upcoming tour will mark the biggest world tour by a Kpop band  with [?]the most tour dates and the broadest regional reach, according to HYBE.

Kim Yu-hyuk of IBK Investment & Securities in Seoul forecasts revenue from the tour of 2.7 trillion won ($1.8 billion), potentially approaching or [?]overtaking past highest-grossing tours such as Taylor Swift's Eras Tour of $2.1 billion.

BTS' last world tour was from August 2018 to April 2019, titled Love Yourself, with 42 concerts in 20 cities, followed by 20 stadium concerts in 10 cities.

Kpop represented 7.7% of the top 100 world concert tours in 2025, up from 4% in 2019 [?]when Love Yourself ranked the third by gross, according to Billboard.

Fifth album Arirang

The new album Arirang is the fifth regular  album for the seven-member group and has 14 tracks, including the title Swim. Arirang is named after a Korean folk song of the same name, capturing the identity of BTS as a group that began in Korea, according to Big Hit Music, a music label run by HYBE.

"Kpop's success came from respecting diversity and embracing world cultures, but still [?]holding on to Korea's unique identity," the leader of BTS,  RM, said in a speech he gave to an Asia-Pacific forum held last year in South Korea.
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									Cherry blossom season arrives in Tokyo, 5 days earlier than average year

									
								

									Cherry blossoms appeared on Thursday in central Tokyo, five days earlier than in the average year, the weather agency said.
									It usually takes about a week for the blossoms to reach their peak, but blooming could accelerate if temperatures remain high.

A Japan Meteorological Agency official confirmed dozens of blossoms blossoming in a 2pm (12.00pm Thailand time) inspection of a sample tree of the "Somei Yoshino" variety at Yasukuni shrine, which serves as the agency's blooming reference in the capital. It needs more than five or six blooms to make the announcement.

Private weather service company Weathernews Inc predicts that cherry trees across eastern and western Japan will flower within this month. Blossoms will appear in the southern part of the Tohoku region of northeastern Japan in early April and in Hokkaido by late April.
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									Hoppers: Survival is more than right and wrong

									
								

									For a 'made for kids' story, Pixar's latest animation, Hoppers (2026), blends in a deeply nuanced view of environmentalism.
									Spoilers

The central conflict in the film stems from the removal of a forest to make way for a highway in the town of Beaverton. An abandoned pond with deep personal meaning to protagonist Mabel is set to be destroyedin the process. With the help of a remarkable (and "not like Avatar") technology, the determined Mabel is able to hop into a robot beaver to communicate with animals and rally them back to the pond, preventing its destruction.

Naturally, the story's antagonist is the authority figure pushing development at the expense of animal habitats: the town's mayor, Jerry. Set on clearing the animals out, Jerry installs a fake tree equipped with a sound device emitting frequencies only animals can hear, driving them away from their home.

[image: Jon Hamm and Mayor Jerry in Hoppers (2026). (Photo: Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures)]
Jon Hamm as Mayor Jerry in Hoppers (2026). (Photo: Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures)



What makes the film genuinely impressive, though, is how it refuses to let Mabel off the hook. She does not simply become a hero by joining forces with the animals. Instead, the film turns a critical eye on her methods, rallying the animals through anger and fear, claiming that humans will keep taking what they want until nothing is left. Her approach eventually leads the local critters to mobilise against Jerry with lethal intent, an outcome she never intended. Mabel has a just purpose, but she lacks understanding. 

The hopping technology also works as a literal metaphor, putting oneself in someone else's shoes, suggesting that empathy is the key ingredient missing from any conflict.

Before her arrival, the animals had quietly adapted to their displacement. It was Mabel who imposed her own perspective on them. To be clear, the film does not let the status quo slide either, it shows that the animals' new habitat is too cramped, and that they deserve their pond back. Just not the way Mabel goes about it.

[image: Piper Curda as Mabel in Hoppers (2026). (Photo: Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures)]
Piper Curda as Mabel in Hoppers (2026). (Photo: Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures)



In this sense, the mayor and Mabel are mirror images. Both exploit others, land and animals respectively, in service of their own cause.

The situation come to a head when a third-party threat, the Insect King, forces both sides into chaos, leaving the pond destroyed and fire spreading toward the town. The animals break their dams to help put out the flames, and the gesture is enough to move the mayor to restore the pond and bring the animals home.

It's a fitting conclusion to a story about coexistence. Every creature in this world is simply trying to survive, and the film's quiet argument is that thriving should never require making others suffer, whether that means humans toward animals, animals toward animals, or humans toward each other.
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									A Labubu film to revive fading craze

									
								

									HONG KONG -- Pop Mart International Group Ltd is bringing Labubu to the big screen, betting that a cinematic storyline can revive interest in the quirky toy as sales growth slows and investor enthusiasm wanes.
									The Beijing-based toymaker is teaming up with Sony Pictures Entertainment Inc for the project, which will involve director and screenwriter Paul King, according to a statement Thursday. Kasing Lung, the Hong Kong-born artist who created the Labubu character, will serve as executive producer. 

King -- best known for Paddington series and Wonka -- will co-write the script with another award-winning screenwriter Steven Levenson. Planned as a hybrid of live-action and computer-generated imagery, the project remains in early development, with financial details and a release timeline yet to be disclosed.

[image: Pop Mart's largest global pop-up in Bangkok, Thailand. (Photo: Pop Mart Thailand)]
Pop Mart's largest global pop-up in Bangkok, Thailand. (Photo: Pop Mart Thailand)



The partnership with a major Hollywood studio underscores Pop Mart's ambition to leverage movies and storytelling to turn the Labubu intellectual property into an enduring franchise while extending its brand beyond toys. Beside selling collectible toys, Pop Mart has opened a theme park in Beijing and launched a jewellery store chain selling pendants and rings engraved with its popular characters.

The Labubu doll became a global sensation in 2025, marking a rare instance of Chinese soft power reaching international scale -- especially across Western markets including the US and Europe. The runaway popularity of Labubus, embraced by Korean popular music (K-pop) idols, Hollywood celebrities and ordinary consumers alike, propelled the company's Hong Kong-listed stocks to an all-time high in August.

[image: Blackpink's Lisa posted a photo holding a Labubu dolls on her Instagram. (Photo:  @lalalalisa_m)]
Blackpink's Lisa posted a photo holding a Labubu dolls on her Instagram. (Photo: @lalalalisa_m)



Yet concerns soon emerged as investors and analysts worried that the Labubu craze might fade, with rising production threatening to dilute the toy's aura of scarcity. Shares have since retreated more than 30%. In response, Pop Mart has been spotlighting new characters including Twinkle Twinkle and Skullpanda, while founder and Chief Executive Officer Wang Ning pushes to transform the company into a creative platform capable of consistently churning out new toy IPs.

"Pop Mart could remain focused on its core strength - creating collectible toys - while leveraging Sony Pictures' scale for global exposure," Morgan Stanley analysts including Dustin Wei wrote in a note late last year when media reports about the movie first emerged.
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									Your horoscope for Mar 20-26

									
								

									Your spot-on horoscope for work, money and relationship from Guru by the Bangkok Post's famously accurate fortune teller. Let's see how you will fare this week and beyond.
									
	([?]) is for work, ([?]) is for money, () is for coupled life and ([?]) is for single life

	Previous ones: https://www.bangkokpost.com/topics/1702300/horoscope





 Aries

Mar 21 - Apr 19

([?]) Sudden shifts in plans and people will complicate what's usually straightforward. Watch out for power plays and shady moves; someone might twist the truth or throw you under the bus. Guard your words and think twice before sharing intel. Fate is using chaos to sharpen up your ability to read people and play the game smarter. 

([?]) Expect an insurance payout, refund or compensation to land in your account. You'll be more mindful of spending. If your credit card(s) have been giving you a headache, relief's coming. Stay sceptical of group investments and flashy foreign tech ventures. Big dreams travel fast, but due diligence travels farther. 

() Your partner's mood swings and selfish streak will test your patience. Their cute side and sexy vibe disappear for now. You may feel bored, but choose to stay because attachment and convenience won't let you leave easily. You may try a discreet dating app or website, but beware of romance scammers. 

([?]) You meet new people IRL and online buy none really interests you. None seems to meet the standard that you've set up for a potential partner and you won't lower it anytime soon. You know what you want and you're not settling for less.

 Taurus

Apr 20 - May 20

([?]) Plans may change without warning and people will complicate things, adding to your workload. Still, your resourcefulness and mental agility will keep everything under control. Politics and competition will be tough to avoid, yet your EQ and savviness will give you the upper hand over every ladder climber and snake. The payoff will make every one of your struggles feel worthwhile. 

([?]) A friendly uncle or big bro in your circle might bring good news or plug you into a money-making opportunity. If you've got a dependent, hold off on your wants in case of surprise bills. Future-you will thank you for it later.

() You'll act a bit selfish, yet your partner will be your rock and obsessed with every version of you. Expect a real conversation about a new financial goal. Healing downtime and Insta-worthy moments are on the cards for you two. Stick to vanilla for now; save the Kama Sutra for later. 

([?]) Your rizz and aura will hit different. Expect attention from a few foreign and local admirers. You'll play it cool, staying self-aware about your magnetic energy. You'll keep your options open and protect your peace while letting destiny filter out those who aren't good fits. 

 Gemini

May 21 - Jun 20

([?]) Slow tasks will speed up and stalled plans will pick up speed. An opportunity to work on something international may land on your plate with tough challenges in tow. You've got the energy and mindset to push through. You'll embrace whatever comes and keep moving. Expect surprise travel and last-minute meetings that surprisingly energise you. 

([?]) An off-the-books side or under-the-radar gig may show up, pay well and let you flex your skills. Keep quiet about it; discretion matters. Travel could bring a sweet little windfall, too. You'll balance spending and saving with sharper judgement. You invest in yourself more wisely. 

() Your relationship will go through ups and downs and you two will find time to spend QT together despite busy schedules. Maintaining harmony takes effort, yet you'll manage it smoothly. Out of nowhere, a married friend or colleague could spark a subtle but undeniable pull. Your heart will race like it's reliving a first crush. 

([?]) Sparks fly between you and someone from work or someone you met at an office outing. Should you decide to proceed, make sure you two get to know each other in secret to avoid gossip. If not, someone conservative may make an issue out of it.  

 Cancer

Jun 21 - Jul 22

([?]) Your efforts will pay off in visible, measurable results. Higher-ups and key clients will notice you, leading to more opportunities for both your main job and side hustle.  Making pitches and negotiations easier for you to navigate. A power player could be in your corner. Stay proactive and keep building momentum. 

([?]) New earnings roll in. You'll handle bills and debts smoothly with zero stress. Skip lending to friends and be cautious with their business ideas. Nothing kills a friendship faster than mixing money with mates.  

() You and your partner look like the perfect match to everyone else. But behind closed doors, your rhythms don't sync -- different needs, different speeds and different definitions of "us". You'll feel jaded but still stay on because of attachment, convenience or fear of the unknown holding you down. 

([?]) Friends may hype someone up as the "perfect match" for you but the vibe will feel flat and flavourless. Meanwhile, sparks may fly with someone whose background isn't polished and whose status won't impress the room. Stop taking advice from the peanut gallery and trust your own radar.

 Leo

Jul 23 - Aug 22

([?]) Tenacity, unwavering drive and hyper-focus will help you get through any obstacle. New tools or AI will work perfectly as your co-pilot, helping you crush every deadline and push productivity higher. A tempting offer to jump ship will land with little time to decide. Mentioning it to your boss could spark a counteroffer to keep you around. You'll know whether to stay on or move on. 

([?]) Stash more cash in your rainy day jar, especially if you've got a dependent, because urgent bills might pop up. Future-you will be grateful for the smart money moves you make now. Stay alert to get-rich-quick schemes, plus phishing traps disguised as entertainment or things you love. 

() Your partner's moody and selfish side will push every last button you didn't know you had. You'll feel stuck between boredom and the deep connection keeping you anchored. A friend will shoot their shot with you. Will you entertain it, or stay loyal to what you know? 

([?]) You'll chat with a few people online. Your top pick will play hard to get, leaving you on read and allergic to IRL plans. You might end up meeting the one you ranked dead last IRL. A few minutes with them in person will explain exactly why. 

 Virgo

Aug 23 - Sept 22

([?]) Solo tasks and team efforts will gain real momentum. You might step into a bigger role and handle challenges that spotlight your talent. Higher-ups are paying attention, so don't hold back. Your voice carries weight. Entrepreneurs, this week favours big swings and ambitious plays. Job hunting? Expect good news. 

([?]) You go out more for social events, but they pay back in new clients, side gigs or earning chances. If you act as a broker, expect wins and maybe even witness some contracts getting signed. Wrestling with debt? You could renegotiate terms, restructure payments or find ways to lighten your load. 

() Talking money and commitment with your honey will feel heavy. Conflicting priorities, mismatched expectations and misaligned energies might stir mild arguments and moody silences. Still, affection will keep the connection strong. It's complicated, but that's relationships sometimes. Someone online or in your circle might try to rizz you up. 

([?]) A spontaneous spark could ignite through online chat or travel. But their hot-cold texting and mysterious vibe might raise your eyebrows. An ex fighting with their current squeeze might circle back. Don't volunteer as their emotional fix or plan B.

 Libra

Sept 23 - Oct 22

([?]) A groundbreaking assignment or collab will push you to create something innovative and impactful. Challenging personalities, unfamiliar software and language gaps may test you, but you're built for anything. You'll adapt fast and push through. Surprise travel and last-minute meetings will keep you motivated.

([?]) Your bank account will get fatter, but it won't stay that way for long. Your saving mode is turned off, while Fomo and Yolo vibes will take over. You'll fully be in a treat-yourself mode. Just beware of links that look harmless but could be phishing traps waiting to bite. And skip the gambling. Lady Luck's on vacation.  

() You two look like the perfect couple to everyone else. But backstage is a different story. You might have to deal with expectations that clash and irritations that keep stacking up. White lies could become your relationship's unofficial strategy. Secret shopping sprees may lighten your mood. 

([?]) Travel, a night out, or a work outing could lead to instant fiery chemistry with a younger stranger. The heat will hit hard but it's a flash in the pan, burning bright then fading by breakfast. Already seeing someone? Hate to break it to you, you may be one of their several options. 

 Scorpio

Oct 23 - Nov 21

([?]) Chaos and crisis become your moments to shine. You'll craft smart solutions, streamline priorities, shuffle resources strategically and negotiate with cool-headed finesse. Drama, power plays and big egos? Some sort of twisted entertainment for you. Bigwigs and key clients will trust your judgement and follow your lead. 

([?]) Financial negotiations may feel tense, but you have the upper hand and could seal deals with handshakes and signatures. You'll spend and save more mindfully, ditching overpriced items and impulse buys. A chance to monetise an asset or skill you already have might arise. 

() Family drama might ripple into your love bubble, but you two will navigate it smoothly and protect your peace. Expect plenty of QT. Between the sheets, familiar heat will meet carnal exploration in all the right ways. Pillow talk could involve baby-making plans, booking a honeymoon or bigger commitments. 

([?]) Romantic possibilities could come in through online chats, work socials or matchmaking friends. You'll explore the chemistry, test compatibility and maybe sexplore what truly excites you. This week centres around choosing the relationship style that aligns with your real life, not the fantasy script.

 Sagittarius

Nov 22 - Dec 21

([?]) Office conflict and drama won't faze you. You'll handle people and conversations with better composure and sharper timing. Networking windows will open and a solid ally might come into your orbit. Customers buy what you sell more easily. The workload might increase, but you'll enjoy pushing yourself to do more. 

([?]) Facing money troubles? They'll shrink as you unlock a clear way out. Negotiations will wrap up in a win-win situation with contracts signed and sealed. You'll balance earning, spending and saving beautifully while carving out space for indulgences that fuel your joy and energy. 

() You'll keep harmony with your partner effortlessly. Meaningful QT will keep the connection wholesome and warm. Out of nowhere, a surprise attraction toward someone in your social circle or at a work social could occur. Your heart might skip like you're meeting your first crush again. The question is whether you'll lean in or lock it down.  

([?]) Talking or seeing someone? Different outlooks will pull you two apart. You won't lose sleep since your heart wasn't fully invested. Romantic possibilities could surface through a professional meetup, work social or scenario you know well. You'll take your time, compare options and choose what feels easy on the heart.

 Capricorn

Dec 22 - Jan 19

([?]) Your performance and results will speak for themselves and attract you a bigger role or heavier responsibilities. Your network will expand while new opportunities come through. You'll have to do much more, but you'll handle the pressure and satisfy higher expectations from bigwigs without losing your cool. 

([?]) You'll score extra income or a little prize but that makes you more reckless with spending. Saving will take a backseat while treat culture, soft life and maybe doom spending take the wheel. Pump the brakes on travel deals. One wrong click could mean paying for a tour or vacation that never existed. 

() A canon event could shake things up between you two, forcing both of you to adjust how you manage or perceive your relationship. Increased responsibilities at work and as a parent may leave less room for couple time. Still, strong communication, quick compromises and your shared dreams will keep you two close. 

([?]) An IRL friend or familiar face may want more and slide into your DM with a flirty vibe, but you won't entertain them. Keep your filters on high both online and on a night out. Lonely spouses, hookup hunters and romance scammers may try to rizz you up. 

 Aquarius

Jan 20 - Feb 18

([?]) You'll close out a tough assignment with flying colours, but don't expect downtime and celebration. Bigwigs will tap you for another high-stakes mission, banking on your expertise. The pressure is on, but a veteran like you remains unfazed. Your experience and strategy will keep everything in check. The payoff at the end will be worth every bit of effort. 

([?]) An off-the-books side gig or under-the-radar work may pop up, pay nicely and give you room to show what you're made of. Just keep the details locked down; discretion matters. You'll get smarter about balancing spending and saving. Carrying a few debts? One could be history. 

() You may act a little selfish, but your partner's still by your side. Expect serious talk about a new financial goal together. Genuine connection and Insta-worthy moments are on the cards. Your sexy time may get saucier than usual. 

([?]) You're radiating main character energy. If you have your eye on someone, shoot your shot and suggest a date. You'll get the yes you want. Someone from work or a professional meetup might surprise you with some bold, flirty moves. And slightly inappropriate. 

 Pisces

Feb 19 - Mar 20

([?]) A breakthrough or lightbulb moment will show you the right way. Projects or plans that got shelved will get moving with new momentum. Progress will show in numbers and your skills will level up fast. Unexpected travel and impromptu pitches might disrupt your calendar, but it's the good kind of chaos that keeps you enthusiastic about your work. 

([?]) Old contacts and casual networking could unlock financial opportunities. You'll notice something hidden in plain sight while others walk right past it. You'll manage expenses and savings with sharper acumen. Expect to dive into personal finance, money strategies and relevant laws to level up your money game. 

() If you've been annoyed by your partner or stuck in conflict with them, solutions will come. Expect sweeter QT and romantic resets. You'll feel wanted and sexier. Expect more playful experimentation and renewed appetite for each other, like the honeymoon phase. 

([?]) Stuck in a dead-end situationship or can't stop thinking about an ex? Closure is finally coming. You'll feel ready for new love. Romance could surface online, during travel or via a friend playing matchmaker. Someone you've known for ages might hint they want more.
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									BTS to drop new album ahead of comeback mega-gig

									
								

									SEOUL -- Korean pop (K-pop) megastars BTS release a new album on Friday a day ahead of a huge comeback concert in Seoul, a record billed as reflecting the maturing boy band's "beginnings and identity".
									It comes after a hiatus of almost four years to allow all seven BTS members to perform around 18 months of military service, compulsory for all young men in South Korea.

"We are trying to find out what makes us BTS," the group's leader, RM, 31, said in a video shared prior to the unveiling of the album, their fifth studio release and the first since 2020.

The 14-track Arirang takes its name from a beloved folk song about longing and separation often dubbed South Korea's unofficial national anthem.

A cryptic animated trailer released this month draws on an obscure episode in Korean-American history believed to have occurred in the late 19th century.

It concerns a group of young men who, according to a 1896 Washington Post report, captured the first known audio recordings of Koreans in Washington that year, according to the clip.

With Arirang the folk melody playing, it shows the young men on a sailing ship bound for the United States before cutting to BTS at the historic Gyeongbokgung Palace in central Seoul -- the backdrop for Saturday's concert.

						

							
						


Two other short trailers -- one 16 seconds, the other 26 -- include an excerpt of Swim, one of the new album's tracks, again with a glimpse of a sailing ship and the sea.

'Coming back stronger'

Streaming giant Netflix, which will livestream the concert to around 190 countries, said the album is a "deep reflection" on BTS's "beginnings and identity".

The group reportedly spent time in Los Angeles while recording the songs.

Grace Kao, a sociology professor at Yale University, said that while the album features collaborations with Western songwriters and producers, the title Arirang works to "remind international fans that BTS is, first and foremost, a Korean group".

"They are looking towards the future but reminding the fans and themselves of their history," she said.

Four of the BTS members spent their military service stationed near the heavily fortified inter-Korean border, known for barbed wire, harsh winters and intense training.

One slept in a self-propelled artillery vehicle.

"Just like many people who had to put their lives on hold or adapt to difficult circumstances, BTS completed a duty that separated them for a while," Loukia Kyratzoglou, a fan from Greece, told Agence France-Presse (AFP).

"But they are coming back stronger and ready to continue their journey."

'Love letter' to South Korea

At the height of their fame prior to their break, BTS ranked among the most popular artists on Spotify, mixing with the likes of Taylor Swift and Justin Bieber.

After visiting the White House, releasing hugely successful English-language albums and performing at famous venues around the world, the group has chosen a historic stage at home for the landmark comeback concert.

This will be Seoul's sweeping Gwanghwamun Square, near the landmark Gyeongbokgung Palace, an area that has witnessed centuries of history, including major political protests in 2025.

The open-air gig is expected to draw about 260,000 people, with millions more watching online. It comes ahead of a world tour of 82 concerts in 34 cities.

This new album "feels like a love letter to their home country", said Jeff Benjamin, Billboard's K-pop columnist.

"BTS starting off this new era with a huge comeback concert in the middle of Seoul feels like a group that wants to ensure Korea remains at the heart of this massively anticipated return," he said.

"I do think they'll be remembered the way we remember the Beatles or Michael Jackson -- not just as chart-topping acts but as artists whom the industry calculates time in terms of 'before' and 'after'".
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									A missed opportunity

									Despite Nicole Kidman and  Jamie Lee Curtis, Prime Video's  Scarpetta fails to fully engage
								

									Based on Patricia Cornwell's best-selling book series, Scarpetta introduces Nicole Kidman as Dr Kay Scarpetta, the chief medical examiner of the Commonwealth of Virginia -- a woman defined by her precision, discipline and an almost unsettling perceptiveness.
									This unrelenting investigator is driven to speak for the victims, unmask a serial killer and prove that the case which helped define her career 28 years earlier will not ultimately become her undoing.

[image: A missed opportunity]


Set against the backdrop of modern forensic investigation, the eight-episode series attempts to move beyond conventional crime storytelling. It explores the psychological complexities of both perpetrators and investigators, constructing a multi-layered thriller that examines the personal and emotional toll of pursuing justice at any cost.

The series brings together a cast of established performers including Kidman, Jamie Lee Curtis, Bobby Cannavale, Ariana DeBose and Simon Baker. On paper, this is a formidable ensemble, and in execution, much of the casting works in the show's favour.

Kidman, in the titular role, delivers a performance that stands apart from many of her recent appearances. There is a convincing ferocity and tenacity here, an intensity that suggests both intellectual sharpness and emotional restraint. Her portrayal gives Scarpetta a sense of authority that anchors the series, even when the narrative itself begins to drift.

The storytelling unfolds across alternating timelines. One follows Scarpetta in the present day as she investigates a new murder case that echoes the serial killings that originally defined her career. The second timeline revisits that earlier investigation, featuring a younger Scarpetta as she struggles to establish herself as a female chief medical examiner in what is clearly a male-dominated environment.

[image: A missed opportunity]


A significant amount of credit belongs to the casting direction. The actors chosen to portray younger versions of the central characters bear a striking resemblance to their older counterparts.

This is especially evident in Rosy McEwen's portrayal of the younger Scarpetta. McEwen captures not only Kidman's physical presence but also her mannerisms and speech patterns with notable precision, creating a sense of continuity that strengthens the dual-timeline approach.

Narratively, the central mystery is compelling enough. The series provides a steady stream of unsettling imagery and carefully withheld information, allowing the audience to experience the same uncertainty and frustration as Scarpetta and her colleagues. The cases are layered with enough ambiguity to sustain intrigue, even when the pacing falters.

On the forensic side, the show does not entirely shy away from the realities of the profession. Scenes set in the morgue present the examination of bodies with a degree of detail that, while not excessively graphic, can still be uncomfortable.

There are moments involving the cracking of bones and the exposure of internal anatomy that may be difficult to watch, particularly in a casual viewing setting. So, if you are eating while watching, this is going to be too disruptive to your munchies.

However, Scarpetta is not just a procedural -- it is also deeply invested in interpersonal conflict, sometimes to its own detriment. Especially, the relationship between Scarpetta and her sister Dorothy, played by Lee Curtis, is a central emotional thread.

Both actors deliver strong performances, but the dynamic itself is relentlessly confrontational. Their interactions are often dominated by chaotic exchanges, overlapping arguments and sustained hostility.

Over time, this constant friction becomes exhausting. Rather than adding emotional depth, the repeated confrontations make it difficult to feel sympathy for either character. They begin to come across less as complex individuals and more as sources of continuous tension, turning their scenes into something closer to endurance than engagement.

In theory, pairing two Academy Award-winning actors as sisters should be one of the show's defining strengths. In practice, their dynamic often feels disconnected from the core narrative, as if it belongs to a different series altogether. It is not so much dysfunctional as it is persistently abrasive.

I found that, during the first couple of episodes, I was uncertain whether I wanted to continue. The central mystery held my attention, but the constant interpersonal conflict made the viewing experience feel unnecessarily taxing. The investigative elements are grisly, detailed, and at times thought-provoking, yet they are frequently overshadowed by what feels like an overextended focus on personal trauma and emotional confrontation.

One subplot in particular -- the AI-driven romance dealing with themes of death and grief -- feels notably out of place. It resembles something closer to a discarded concept from a different genre altogether.

The inclusion of an AI companion, along with its associated relationship dynamics, has little meaningful connection to the central crime narrative. It ultimately feels like narrative clutter rather than a complementary thread.

An argument can be made that Scarpetta is intentionally structured as a slow-burn, character-driven drama. That approach is valid, and in some cases effective. However, the series frequently loses focus, veering too far away from its central premise.

There were multiple instances where I found myself wanting the show to return to its core investigation rather than continuing to branch into loosely connected subplots.

The result is a series that appears more interested in melodrama than in the intricate mechanics of forensic science that initially make the premise so compelling. Instead of building tension through the analysis of evidence and the reconstruction of crimes, the narrative often drifts into repetitive emotional beats and extended exposition.

From a technical standpoint, the show is polished. It is visually atmospheric, with a consistent tone that reinforces its darker themes. However, this technical proficiency cannot fully compensate for the imbalance in storytelling.

The emphasis on melodramatic character struggles ultimately creates a viewing experience that feels uneven and, at times, surprisingly hollow.

For a story centred on such a detailed and inherently fascinating profession, Scarpetta feels like a missed opportunity. It has all the necessary components -- strong source material, a capable cast and a compelling central premise -- but struggles to integrate them into a cohesive whole.


	Scarpetta

	Created by Liz Sarnoff

	Starring Nicole Kidman, Rosy McEwen, Jamie Lee Curtis

	Now streaming on Prime Video
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									NCWT honours Thai trailblazers

									
								

									To mark International Women's Day 2026, the National Council of Women of Thailand (NCWT) recently organised a special event to promote the roles, potential, and advancement of women.
									The event featured an international forum held in collaboration with the United Nations and a prestigious ceremony for the NCWT Women of Excellence Award 2026.

The ceremony was presided over by Palakorn Suwanrath, privy councillor, who presented awards to Thai women with outstanding achievements at both national and international levels.

The NCWT Women of Excellence Award 2026 was established to honour Thai women with outstanding national and international achievements.

This year, the four distinguished awardees have significantly contributed to society and the nation through their perseverance, diligence and exemplary leadership for women and youth. They are commerce minister Suphajee Suthumpun; Khunying Patama Leeswadtrakul, member of the International Olympic Committee and president of the Badminton World Federation; Khunying Porntip Rojanasunan, former director-general of the Central Institute of Forensic Science; and Football Association of Thailand president Nualphan Lamsam.

The event was attended by representatives from government agencies, the private sector, international organisations, diplomatic corps, women's networks and member organisations. This year's event was held under the UN Women 2026 theme "Rights. Justice. Action. For All Women And Girls". The programme featured exhibitions from over 10 public and private organisations, showcasing concepts and achievements in promoting women's potential and elevating the role of Thai women on the international stage.

Besides the award ceremony, the NCWT also hosted an international forum titled "Rights. Justice. Action. For All Women And Girls" to exchange perspectives on women's rights and gender.
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									Thailand Cat Lovers Fair is back at Muang Thong Thani

									
								

									A troupe of Thailand's ancient cat breeds will take centre stage during Thailand Cat Lovers Fair 2026, which will kick off on March 27 and run daily from 10am to 8pm until March 29. The venue is Impact Exhibition Hall 5, Muang Thong Thani.
									The fair will transform over 5,000m2 space into a "Meow Land" where visitors will be amazed by the beauty of legendary and rarely-seen ancient Thai cats, namely the lotus petal-coloured cat -- an auspicious and extremely rare-coloured breed that will make its first appearance in Thailand at the event.

[image: ]

Prepare to witness Nilkan with two-coloured eyes -- a black cat believed to bring good fortune; a diamond-eyed cat, one of the world's oldest domestic cats affectionately called a little lion; and a grey Wilas cat admired for its elegance and ancient Thai feline heritage.

Visitors will also have a chance to get up close with Thailand's five auspicious cat breeds -- Suphalak, Korat, Wichienmaat, Konja and Khao Manee. They will be showcased alongside rare international breeds from around the world such as the European Burmese, Oriental Shorthair and Abyssinian.

The event offers a stage for Thailand Cat Lovers Fair CFA International Cat Show 2, an international standard competition where experts and judges will search for the finest pedigree cats, on March 28 and 29 from 10am to 5.30pm.

There will also be the Ancient Thai Cat competition on March 28 from 10am to 5.30pm and the Fun Show competition where felines of any breed will compete and showcase their charm on March 29 from 10am to 4pm.

[image: (Photos courtesy of Thailand Cat Lovers Fair)]
(Photos courtesy of Thailand Cat Lovers Fair)



A string of playful challenges and fun activities will be arranged for both cats and their owners. They include cat fortune games, a meow speed run and eating challenge as well as the Cat Lookbook which offers exclusive fashion photo snaps and souvenir-making workshops.

Beyond entertainment, cat owners can expand their knowledge through a special talk, Understanding Your Cat's Mind, on March 29 at 5pm. It will be conducted by Dr Manussanan Sangkpitak, a feline medicine specialist from the Veterinarian 4 Animal Hospital, and Natch Prasopsin, owner of the page "Toon Hua Khong Baw (Kingdom of Tigers)".

Also, step into the world of faith and tradition associated with cats as described in ancient manuscripts through a series of discussions on March 27, starting at 10.30am.

This is a chance to explore the treasury of Thai cats recorded in historical Samut Khoi manuscripts, revisit the legend of the diamond-eyed cat with Supat Ketsuwan from Ban Thai Cat Nong Khaem and discover the secrets of the Wilas cat with Ban Thai Cat Kru Sippakorn from Chainat province.

Meanwhile, expert veterinarians will provide free basic health check-ups; consultations on general health assessments, oral and dental care and behaviour development; and free vaccinations (limited availability).

More than 150 booths will be offering premium products catering to every lifestyle -- from luxury pet strollers and smart gadgets to stylish clothing, accessories and specialised nutrition products for cats.

Entry fee is 20 baht (free for children and cats).

Visit thailandcatloversfair.com.
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									Faces behind the names

									A closer look at chefs who represent chefs
								

									Many chefs who grow beyond cooking in one kitchen or are celebrities in their own right are often represented in their namesake restaurants by carefully chosen head chefs. Life offers an insight into the chefs behind the big names and why they were chosen for the culinary brands.
									Sartoria by Paulo Airaudo

Born in Argentina to Italian parents, chef Paulo Airaudo opened his first restaurant La Bottega in Geneva, Switzerland, in 2015. He has 14 restaurants worldwide, with multiple Michelin stars. Sartoria by Paulo Airaudo opened in 2024 and is headed by Czech national chef Ales Donat.

"Ales is an exceptional chef with remarkable creativity and strong leadership skills. When I met him, I immediately recognised him as someone who has technical excellence and the ability to inspire and lead a kitchen team. For a project like Sartoria, I needed someone who could carry the vision forward with the same passion I have for it," says chef Airaudo.

"Working with Ales is remarkably easy because we share a common goal. When there are new ideas or dishes to explore, we discuss them openly. Whenever I can, I come in to taste and give feedback and we're constantly refining and improving together."

Chef Donat adds: "Since the opening of Sartoria, the partnership with chef Paulo has been nothing short of extraordinary and seamless. From the development of our first menu, it became clear that we shared a unique creative spark and a mutual passion for realising Paulo's ambition to bring refined Italian fine dining to Bangkok."

Chef Airaudo explains: "The Filetto alla Rossini is a perfect example of how we collaborate. It's a classic that carries tremendous history, a dish that demands respect for tradition while still allowing room for refinement. We worked on it together, discussing every element: the quality of the beef, the foie gras, the truffle, the balance of the sauce. Ales brought his creativity and precision, while I contributed my vision for what this dish should represent at Sartoria."

Gaggan at Louis Vuitton

Gaggan Anand needs no introduction. Having reached Asia's No.1 restaurant spot on the Asia's 50 Best Restaurants list for many years, his collaboration with LV's first-ever combined retail concept and restaurant in Asia brings his avant-garde cuisine to French haute couture. Iconic Gaggan dishes like the Lick It Up or the Yoghurt Explosion are brought to the plate by British head chef Vix Rathour.
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"Chef Vix has a very strong personality, is unpredictable like me and has similar traits. He's very passionate, sometimes overwhelming, and these are exactly what I need in a head chef. I need them to be as crazy as me and as weird in his food, and make sense out of it. He's a great storyteller. Gaggan's food is all about storytelling and because of that storytelling, he was the right fit," says chef Anand.

"Vix has 100% free rein and there's no culinary philosophy challenge. He has his philosophy, though my name is on the door, but I do not enforce my knowledge on him. I believe that if he's ethical to what he does and it is his way to take it, I think that's how it is. And in a way, it also brings difference from one Gaggan to the other Gaggan, because in Gaggan, it's completely my philosophy. Here, he's the head chef and he runs it. If I don't like something, I give him feedback and then we fine-tune it."

Chef Rathour explains: "I think I spent a lot of time working with chef Gaggan at the chef's table and I kind of understand his likes and dislikes and his outlook on food. When I conceive a new menu, the first thing I look at is seasonality. But at the back of my mind, I am always thinking, 'Is chef Gaggan going to like this?'. Sometimes, I try to cross the boundary because obviously I use Indian food, but then I have my own vision for it, so it's not as authentic to India or him, but it'll be authentic to me."

"Even though we like to open with the Yoghurt Explosion, the flavours are changed seasonally. It is still chef Gaggan's classic dish. We also like to have Lick It Up on every menu, though it is different from the one at Gaggan."

Chef Anand adds: "In the two years that Gaggan at LV has been open, we've adapted to what people want here. When people come to Gaggan, they want something else. When they come here, they want something else. Both restaurants are yin and yang. Though they may fit together, they don't match. So in a way this is more about those kinds of people who are very classic in fine dining and Gaggan is very experimental."

Duet by David Toutain

Duet by David Toutain blends modern French cuisine with the duality of food and nature. French chef David Toutain's Normandy roots and global travels inspire the menu at the Bangkok restaurant. For Duet, he collaborated with chef Valentin Fouache.
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"I didn't choose Valentin; we chose each other. It was something very natural. He has amazing experience, having worked at Michelin-starred kitchens in France and Thailand. He was a very, very good chef with a good mentality. Before we opened Duet, Valentin came to Paris and we worked together. He has amazing technique, philosophy, ideas and management," says chef Toutain.

"The menu at Duet is all Valentin. His culinary philosophy is very unique and the idea was to have an executive chef, not someone who just copies me. We always give each other suggestions, ideas, movement, but we always connect," adds chef Toutain.

"Most of the time, chefs like myself who work for other consulting chefs come from their 'parent company'. That's not the case. We didn't know each other at all before Duet and we had to get to know each other little by little. It's a true story of manhood and trust that we've built together. I went to Paris to experience David's cuisine. I came back with a head full of ideas. The dishes are created by me under the philosophy of David. David tries all the dishes when he comes to Bangkok. Before we launch a new menu, David gets the entire picture, the recipes and the process of each dish. He gives me some advice and ideas from his experience for some of the creations," says chef Fouache.

"The dish that we worked on together is the 'Zucchini, Pistachio, Lemon Balm'. When I was in Paris, I saw chef David make a dish with zucchini and pistachio, and it was delicious. For the summer menu, I decided to make this dish with lemon balm, adding a sake beurre blanc with yuzu kosho," says chef Fouache. "Even the black sesame artichoke is a dish from Paris that Valentin replaces with artichoke," adds chef Toutain.

Blue by Alain Ducasse

Being one of the most famous chefs in the world, chef Alain Ducasse needs no introduction. Led by executive chef Evens Lopez, Blue by Alain Ducasse serves modern French cuisine.
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"Evens Lopez has more than 10 years of experience. He has worked in remarkable establishments and is accustomed to working in diverse cultural environments. All this would be enough to make him an excellent choice for heading Blue's cuisine. Yet there are even more specific reasons. First, Evens has been trained at Le Louis XV - Alain Ducasse, in Monaco, which is my talent incubator. He, thus, is perfectly infused with my culinary approach. And, secondly, he is a very energetic person, able to lead his team," says chef Ducasse.

"I expect him to be a driving force; to propose new dishes according to seasons, local resources and the culinary identity I have defined for Blue. It is important the chef develops a cuisine with his own sensitivity," he adds.

"My relationship with Ducasse is one built on trust, mentorship and a shared culinary foundation. It is a relationship that began when I had the honour of working at his three Michelin-starred restaurant, Le Louis XV - Alain Ducasse, at the Hotel de Paris in Monte Carlo. That experience was formative, allowing me to truly refine my skills within his visionary approach to French cuisine. When I was appointed executive chef here at Blue, I felt a great excitement, but also a profound sense of responsibility. Ducasse is a legend and I am deeply grateful that he has placed his trust in me to take the reins of this successful, Michelin-starred restaurant," says chef Lopez.

"The core of our working relationship is his belief in the chef's personality. He encourages me to cook with my own voice. He understands that I have trained for over a decade in Europe under French and Italian masters and that I bring my own South American heritage and passion for bold flavours. He knows my style and he gives me the freedom to express it, always ensuring that we maintain the French characteristics and the high standards of 'naturality' that define the Ducasse philosophy. He is a mentor who empowers his chefs, saying, in essence, 'Evens, if this is what you like, just go ahead'," adds chef Lopez.

Cannubi by Umberto Bombana

Italian chef Umberto Bombana is a household name in Hong Kong, having lived there for 33 years. His 81/2 Otto e Mezzo Bombana in Hong Kong is the only Italian restaurant to be awarded three Michelin stars outside of Italy. Inspired by Italy's most prestigious vineyard hill, Cannubi by Umberto Bombana showcases Italian seasonal produce under chef Andrea Susto.
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"Chef Andrea Susto truly understands my culinary philosophy. We share the same values when it comes to Italian cuisine: respect for tradition, purity of flavour and discipline in technique. I first met him many years ago in Hong Kong. I was immediately impressed by his cooking, which allowed the true character of each ingredient to shine on the plate. From that moment, I was keen to get to know him better and to understand his approach to Italian cuisine more deeply," says chef Bombana.

"What impressed me most was his ability to respect the roots of Italian cooking while refining his skills and applying contemporary techniques to elevate the experience. His dishes always show balance: faithful to tradition, yet modern on the plate. My aspiration is to continue preserving Italian culinary heritage by nurturing the next generation of chefs. To do this, I need to create more restaurants where young talent can grow, shine and carry forward what I call 'the soul of Italian cuisine'. Chef Andrea was at the top of my list," adds chef Bombana.

"I provide the overall framework for each seasonal menu. Chef Andrea then develops the dishes within that structure. If he has a new idea or a different approach, he always shares it with me and seeks my feedback. For certain dishes, we work together closely, sometimes side-by-side in the kitchen, refining flavours and techniques until we are both confident that the dish delivers true pleasure to our guests," explains chef Bombana.

"Now that I am based in Bangkok, I am constantly inspired by the quality of local produce, including excellent organic ingredients. I often share my discoveries and ideas with chef Bombana, especially when I feel they can elevate a dish further. Even when chef Bombana is not physically in Bangkok, he is very present. He always knows what is happening and is quick to offer guidance wisdom and reassurance. His presence is felt in the kitchen every day," says chef Susto.

Cote by Mauro Colagreco

Mauro Colagreco has forged a style of his own, born of his Argentinian heritage, the chefs with whom he trained as he draws on the local culture on both sides of the French-Italian border. Cote by Mauro Colagreco is a team handpicked by chef Colagreco and led by chef Davide Garavaglia.
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"We chose Davide to lead the kitchen at Cote for several reasons. First, every new restaurant opening is a true exploration for us: we study the location, meet local producers and test products according to their seasonality and quality. Davide worked at Mirazur between 2015-2018, where he gained not only technical skills but, more importantly, the spirit of our cuisine. This combination of rigour and creativity, along with his passion from day one, made him the ideal candidate to lead a kitchen that must remain faithful to our identity, even far from home," says chef Colagreco.

"Davide has significant freedom to create a menu, but always in line with our culinary philosophy. He is an accomplished chef, who has reached true creative maturity. We have constant and highly enriching exchanges and I have complete trust in his work. We collaborate closely whether it's to develop new dishes or plan the evolution of the menu. My working relationship with Davide is very fluid and collaborative. The trout with chamomile sauce or squid from Surat Thani served with a veloute made from its skin and poached white asparagus are dishes that illustrate our approach," adds chef Colagreco.

"One dish that really reflects the collaboration between Mauro and me is the Cold oyster, created for Cote's fifth anniversary menu. The idea started with Mauro, who wanted a cold, refreshing starter inspired by loy kaew, a traditional Thai fruit dessert. I took that concept and interpreted it through oysters, using their natural salinity as a base and lifting it with bright citrus, seasonal fruit and prickly pear. For me, the dish feels like a dialogue between us. It reflects our shared references, personal experiences, local culture and what's in season. That back-and-forth is how many of our dishes come together, and it's what keeps the menu evolving while staying true to the spirit of Cote," explains chef Garavaglia.

Anne-Sophie Pic at Le Normandie Bangkok

Chef Anne-Sophie Pic is the most decorated female chef in the world, holding a total of 10 Michelin stars across her restaurants as of 2023. Her first restaurant in Thailand opened last year at the Mandarin Oriental and is headed by Tamaki Kobayashi.
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"I am delighted to have Tamaki Kobayashi by my side to lead the kitchen at Le Normandie. She joined my restaurant Pic in Valence as an intern and climbed the ranks to become my head chef. Tamaki embodies exacting standards, attention to detail and precision-qualities essential for orchestrating a brigade with rigour and harmony. Her talent and passion for gastronomy shine through in every dish. Our collaboration, spanning nearly 15 years, now finds its full meaning in this new shared challenge in Bangkok," says chef Pic.

"To collaborate with me, Tamaki visits my laboratory, the Pic Lab in Valence, several times a year. Tamaki has known my cuisine for many years, which creates a very natural and intuitive working relationship between us. She understands my culinary language deeply: its foundations, its gestures. Tamaki helps identify which products to source in Thailand, guiding the research and allowing the dishes to grow organically from what the place and context offer. The process is collaborative, built on trust, shared references and a constant exchange between technique, memory and discovery," explains chef Pic.

"I have been working with Anne-Sophie for about 15 years, yet there is always more to learn. When creating new dishes, I never work alone, I always begin by collaborating closely with chef Anne-Sophie and the R&D kitchen team. As part of her team, I follow her guidance, adapting and refining each dish, while ensuring that the final creation fully reflects her culinary vision," says chef Kobayashi.

"One emblematic dish I developed together with Tamaki is a reimagined classic: Brittany blue lobster. The lobster is cooked gently over embers and enhanced with sake lees, bringing a subtle depth and smoky elegance to the flesh. Around it, the dish explores the full complexity of dashi, reinterpreted through an unexpected dialogue with red fruits," says chef Pic.
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