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            The Fars and Tasnim news agencies, both close to Iran's paramilitary Revolutionary Guard, quoted lawmaker Mohammadreza Rezaei Kouchi as saying that parliament was working to formalize that process and that it was "natural" for ships to pay for it. Lloyd's List Intelligence called it a "de facto 'toll booth' regime," saying that at least two vessels have paid in yuan, China's currency.
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                                        FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) -- Iran appears to be setting itself up as the gatekeeper for the Strait of Hormuz, the world's most important artery for oil shipments. The move could cement Tehran's de facto chokehold over the crucial waterway and formalize its ability to keep its own oil flowing to China. 
Iranian communications to the United Nations maritime authority and the experience of ships transiting the strait suggest the creation of something akin to a "toll booth." Ships must enter Iranian waters and be vetted by Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps. At least two vessels have paid for passage. 
Traffic through the strait has fallen by 90% since the start of the Iran war, sending global oil prices skyrocketing and inflicting alarming shortages on the Asian nations that get their oil from Persian Gulf countries via the strait. 

    
Only about 150 vessels, including tankers and container ships, have transited since March 1, according to Lloyd's List Intelligence shipping information firm. That's a little more than one day's normal traffic before the war. Iran's Kharg Island terminal loaded 1.6 million barrels in March -- largely unchanged from prewar monthly loading totals, according to data and analytic firm Kpler. Most of the customers are small, private refineries in China that don't care about U.S. sanctions. 



    
        




    




A majority of the ships that have made it through in recent weeks headed east, out of the Gulf; Iran-affiliated ships accounted for 24% of transits, Greece 18%, and China 10% counted by ownership or flag registration. Yet on closer examination, vessels connected to Iran accounted for 60% of transits during the first part of the war and in the last few days, some 90%. 

    
    
    
About half of the vessels turn off radio identification systems that show their location before going through, and reappear on the other side in the Gulf of Oman. There's a reason for their reluctance and caution. At least 18 ships have been hit and at least seven crew members have been killed, according to the U.N.'s International Maritime Organization, which tracks maritime security. It did not specify which nation attacked the vessels.

    
Lloyd's List says tolls are paid in yuan, China's currency
"Iran's IRGC has imposed a de facto 'toll booth' regime in the Strait of Hormuz," says shipping information firm Lloyd's List Intelligence. 
Normally ships use a two-lane shipping channel in the middle of the strait. But increasingly, vessels are taking a different route, to the north around Larak Island, placing them in Iran's territorial waters and closer to the Iranian coastline.
Entities that want their vessels to safely pass through must submit their details to what Lloyd's List Intelligence refers to as "approved intermediaries" of the Revolutionary Guard, including the cargo, owners, destination and a complete crew list. Approved vessels receive a code and are escorted by an IRGC vessel. Oil is prioritized and vessels are subject to "geopolitical vetting," Lloyd's said.
"While not all ships are paying a direct toll, at least two vessels have and the payment is settled in yuan," Lloyd's List said, referring to the Chinese currency.
Some ships appear to have been allowed through following diplomatic pressure. Two Indian vessels loaded with liquid petroleum gas have been able to pass, according to Lloyd's. 

    
Iran appears to be setting up a permanent system
On Tuesday, the IMO received a letter from the Iranian government saying it "had implemented a set of precautionary measures aimed at preserving maritime safety and security." The letter claimed Iran was acting within the principles of international law. 
Iran's parliament appears to be working on a bill to formalize fees for some ships in the Strait of Hormuz, local media reported.
The Fars and Tasnim news agencies, both close to Iran's Revolutionary Guard, quoted lawmaker Mohammadreza Rezaei Kouchi saying "parliament is pursuing a plan to formally codify Iran's sovereignty, control and oversight over the Strait of Hormuz, while also creating a source of revenue through the collection of fees."
The IMO has condemned the attacks on vessels and called for an internationally coordinated approach to secure passage through the strait that respects freedom of navigation. 

    
An Emirati oil executive calls Iran's chokehold 'economic terrorism'
The comment by Sultan al-Jaber, who leads the massive state-run Abu Dhabi National Oil Co., signaled the hardening rhetoric of the United Arab Emirates as the war nears its one-month mark.
"Weaponizing the Strait of Hormuz is not an act of aggression against one nation," al-Jaber said in a speech for an event hosted by the Middle East Institute in Washington.
"It is economic terrorism against every consumer, every family that depends on affordable energy and food. When Iran holds Hormuz hostage, every nation pays the ransom, at the gas pump, at the grocery store and at the pharmacy," he said. "No country can be allowed to destabilize the global economy in this way."

    
Iran's approach may violate international law
Article 19 of the U.N.'s Law of the Sea Treaty states that countries must allow "innocent passage" of peaceful, law-abiding vessels in their territorial waters. 
"There's no provision in international law anywhere to set up a toll booth and shake down shipping. ... This is Iran using the element that they have right now, which is control of the Strait of Hormuz," said Sal Mercogliano, a maritime historian at Campbell University in North Carolina. 
The secretary general of the Gulf Cooperation Council, Jasem Mohamed al-Budaiwi, said Iran's collection of fees for passage is "an aggression and a violation of the United Nations agreement on the law of the sea."

Such payments likely run afoul of American and European sanctions on the Guard, a key power center within Iran that controls its ballistic missile arsenal and was key in suppressing nationwide protests in January.
___
Gambrell contributed from Dubai, United Arab Emirates. 
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[image: Activists wave Cuban and Palestinian flags from the vessel Maguro, arriving from Mexico with humanitarian aid as part of the "Nuestra America," or Our America Convoy, in Havana Bay, Cuba, Tuesday, March 24, 2026. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)]
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                                        HAVANA (AP) -- Former Cuban President Raul Castro is involved in talks between the island and the United States, Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canel said Wednesday.
The talks, which Diaz-Canel said are in the early stages, come at a time of increasing tensions between the two nations, with Cuba plagued by nationwide blackouts resulting from a crumbling power grid and an ongoing oil blockade implemented by U.S. President Donald Trump, who has threatened tariffs on any country that provides oil to Cuba. Trump recently said he'd have "the honor of taking Cuba" soon.
The talks overall are being handled collectively by the Cuban government, Diaz-Canel told Spanish leftist leader Pablo Iglesias in a videotaped interview that lasted more than an hour and was shared by state media. Though Diaz-Canel became president in 2018, 94-year-old revolutionary leader, brother of Fidel Castro, is still considered the most powerful person in the nation.

    
Iglesias was in Cuba as part of a delegation of some 600 activists from 33 countries who arrived last week to deliver humanitarian aid.
"A process of conversations that leads to an agreement is a long process," Diaz-Canel told Iglesias, who produced the interview for his crowdfunded TV channel, Canal RED.



    
        




    




"First, we must build a channel for dialogue. Then, we must build common agendas of interests for the parties, and the parties must demonstrate their intention to move forward and truly commit to the program based on the discussion of those agendas," Diaz-Canel said.

    
    
    
In late January, Trump threatened tariffs on any country that sells or provides oil to Cuba as he pushes for a change in the island's political model.
Although the initial threats were formally softened, the embargo has remained in place, and the island has not received any fuel shipments in the past three months.
Prolonged power outages and a near-paralysis of economic and social life are the visible consequences on the island, which in the last week experienced two nationwide blackouts that left millions without electricity as Cuba's power grid continues to crumble.

    
The U.S. has said that Cuba was in negotiations, and Trump has threatened that he would take over the island soon.
Diaz-Canel was more nuanced in his response and said his officials and those from the U.S. State Department "held recent talks."
He also addressed speculation surrounding the role that Castro, would be playing a role in these overture.
"The other thing they've tried to speculate about is that there are divisions within the leadership of the revolution," Diaz-Canel said, not clarifying who he was referring to.
Castro "is one of those who, along with me and in collaboration with other branches of the (Communist) Party, the government, and the State, has guided how we should conduct this dialogue process, if this dialogue process takes place," the president added.
He noted that Castro is "the historical leader of this revolution, even though he has relinquished his responsibilities," and that he maintains a "prestige earned with the people" due to "historical recognition that no one can deny."

    
Raul Castro, who succeeded his brother, Fidel, as president, led historic talks with former U.S. President Barack Obama in 2014 that led to the reopening of embassies and re-establishment of diplomatic relations.
Trump has opposed such policy, tightening sanctions even further, exacerbating a deep economic crisis to the extreme of the current energy blockade.
Meanwhile, Francisco Pichon, resident coordinator of the United Nations in Cuba, warned that if the situation continued to spiral it could provoke a "humanitarian crisis". Pichon and other officials said it would require $94 million to address the island's energy crisis and hurricane damage from last year. 
The crippled energy grid was slated to cut off 96,000 people, around 11,000 of them children, from getting surgeries they need, and cause 30,000 minors to fall behind of their vaccine schedules, he estimated.
It's already cut around a million people who depend on water deliveries from trucks, off from access to water.

    
The Un officials highlighted the desperate need for fuel to enter Cuba, but also solar power as a potential solution to keep schools and hospitals up and running and to pump water for irrigation.

"If the current situation continues and the country's fuel reserves are depleted, we do fear an accelerated deterioration with the possible loss of lives," said Francisco Pichon, Resident Coordinator of the United Nations in Cuba.
___
Follow AP's Latin America coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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                                        The U.S. can continue to detain immigrants without bond, an appeals court ruled Wednesday, handing a victory to the Trump administration's crackdown on immigration. 
The opinion from a panel of the 8th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in St. Louis overturned a lower court ruling that required that a native of Mexico arrested for lacking legal documents be given a bond hearing before an immigration judge. 
It's the second appeals court to rule in favor of the administration on this issue. The 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in New Orleans ruled last month that the Department of Homeland Security's decision to deny bond hearings to immigrants arrested across the country was consistent with the Constitution and federal immigration law.
Both appeals court opinions counter recent lower court decisions across the country that argued the practice is illegal.

    
In November, a district court decision in California granted detained immigrants with no criminal history the opportunity to request a bond hearing and had implications for noncitizens held in detention nationwide.
Under past administrations, most noncitizens with no criminal record who were arrested away from the border had an opportunity to request a bond hearing while their cases wound through immigration court. Historically, bond was often granted to those without criminal convictions who were not flight risks, and mandatory detention was limited to recent border crossers.



    
        




    




In the case before the 8th Circuit, Joaquin Herrera Avila of Mexico was apprehended in Minneapolis in August 2025 for lacking legal documents authorizing his admission into the United States. The Department of Homeland Security detained Avila without bond and began deportation proceedings. 

    
    
    
He filed a petition seeking immediate release for a bond hearing. A federal judge in Minnesota granted the petition, saying the law authorized detention without bond when a person seeking admission is not clearly and beyond a doubt entitled to being admitted. The judge found this was not the case for Avila because he had lived in the country for years without seeking naturalization, asylum or refugee status and thus wasn't "seeking admission."

    
Circuit Court Judge Bobby E. Shepherd wrote for the majority in a 2-1 opinion that the law was "clear that an 'applicant for admission' is also an alien who is 'seeking admission,'" and so Avila couldn't petition on these grounds. 
Circuit Court Judge Ralph R. Erickson dissented, saying that Avila would have been entitled to a bond hearing during his deportation hearings if he had been arrested during the past 29 years. Now, he wrote, the Circuit Court has ruled that Avila and millions of others would be subject to mandatory detention under a novel interpretation of "alien seeking admission" that hasn't been used by the courts or five previous presidential administrations. 
The American Civil Liberties Union, which is representing Avila, didn't immediately return an email message seeking comment. 
Attorney General Pam Bondi hailed the ruling, writing in a social media post: "MASSIVE COURT VICTORY against activist judges and for President Trump's law and order agenda!"

    
At question is the issue of whether the government is required to ask a neutral judge to determine whether it is legal to imprison someone. 
It's based on habeas corpus, which is a Latin legal term referring to the constitutional right for people to legally challenge their detention by the government. 

Immigrants have filed more than 30,000 habeas corpus petitions in federal court alleging illegal detention since Trump took office, according to a tally by The Associated Press. Many have succeeded.
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    Houston airport has become a symbol for the shutdown's impacts on air travel
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            Passengers waiting in Houston's hours-long airport security lines have plenty of time to vent their frustration with the political impasse that's left TSA agents unpaid.
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            Passengers wait in a security checkpoint line at George Bush Intercontinental Airport Wednesday, March 25, 2026, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Passengers start lining up in baggage claim for a security checkpoint a floor above at George Bush Intercontinental Airport, Wednesday, March 25, 2026, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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            Passengers wait in a security checkpoint line at George Bush Intercontinental Airport, Wednesday, March 25, 2026, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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            Passengers wait in a security checkpoint line at George Bush Intercontinental Airport, Wednesday, March 25, 2026, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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                                        HOUSTON (AP) -- George Bush Intercontinental Airport in Houston has become the symbol for how the ongoing partial government shutdown has wreaked havoc on the nation's air travel system.
While long security lines have hobbled airports across the U.S., Bush Intercontinental's problems have been more pronounced. Frustrated travelers at Houston's largest airport have confronted warnings of four-hour wait times to get through security, as many Transportation Security Administration workers aren't showing up for their shifts since they're not getting paid during the shutdown.
"And we've been in this airport since 8 o'clock in the morning. Very tired, queuing and queuing and very slow," Edgaer Fernando, who was traveling to Guatemala, said on Tuesday.
Union and airport officials have offered a variety of reasons why Bush Intercontinental seems to be worse than other airports.
These include the Houston airport having one of the highest callout rates of TSA workers in the country due to the economic challenges they are facing, higher passenger traffic as the airport is a major hub for United Airlines, and a busy tourism month for Houston. 

    
More TSA workers in Houston are not coming to work compared to other cities
Both Bush Intercontinental and Hobby, the city's other major airport, have had some of the highest callout rates in the U.S.
While 11% of TSA workers nationally did not show up for work on Tuesday, at Bush Intercontinental, that number was nearly 40%. At Hobby, it was even higher -- 43%. The callout rate in Houston has averaged between 35% and 40%, said Johnny Jones, the secretary and treasurer for Council 100 of the American Federation of Government Employees, which represents TSA workers nationwide.



    
        




    




But Bush Intercontinental is much busier than Hobby, having served over 48.4 million passengers in 2024, compared to 14.6 million passengers at Hobby.

    
    
    
Jim Szczesniak, director of aviation for the Houston Airport System, said that at Bush Intercontinental, 37 TSA checkpoint lanes are usually operating. Only between a third and 50% of lanes are currently being operated, he said.

    
"We worry conditions will only get worse at airports across the U.S. until Congress ends this shutdown," Szczesniak said in a video posted on social media Tuesday.
TSA workers were already dealing with financial difficulties and debt from last year's shutdown, and with higher costs for groceries and gas, employees "are just tired of it," Jones said.

    
    
    
"There could be a million factors, but I can just tell you as simple as this: If everybody's being paid, you wouldn't have no lines," Jones said.
Bush Intercontinental is among the nation's largest hub airports
The Houston airport is one of the nation's busiest and is also a major hub for United Airlines. Of the 48.4 million passengers that went through the airport in 2024, 34.8 million were from United Airlines.
"There's high call outs, but it's also the excessive origination point for a lot of flights," Jones said.
With the high volume of passengers, the Houston airport might have also been experiencing a staffing shortage even before the shutdown, as no TSA workers have been hired around the country in about a year, Jones said.

    
March has been a busy month for Houston
Besides spring break travelers, Houston has hosted a variety of high-profile events this month.
These include games during the World Baseball Classic and CERAWeek, a major energy conference with more than 10,000 participants from around the world. The Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo reportedly drew 2.6 million attendees, many from outside the metro area, during its three-week duration. And this week, two of the NCAA Tournament's Sweet 16 games will be played in Houston. 

"While the delays are frustrating for travelers, they do not appear to be impacting tourism. In fact, Houston is experiencing the strongest month of March in terms of hotel rooms and reservations in the city's history," Mayor John Whitmire said in a statement.
Wait times at Bush Intercontinental seemed to improve on Wednesday as it took less than two hours to get through TSA security.
"Everyone's trying their best. And thanks to all the TSA members who are here," Raj Chauhan, who was traveling to Miami, said on Wednesday.
__
Follow Juan A. Lozano: https://x.com/juanlozano70
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            President Donald Trump interrupts a Cabinet meeting dominated by Iran war, airport security lines and shaky global markets to brag how he uses Sharpie markers to save the government money.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Donald Trump may believe the adage that the pen is mightier than the sword -- as long as it's a Sharpie. 
During a Cabinet meeting Thursday that discussed the war in Iran, record-long security lines at many of the nation's top airports, rising oil prices and skittish stock markets, the president interjected by holding up a custom-made black and gold Sharpie and offering a long story about how his preferred marker came to be a White House fixture. 
"See this pen right here?" Trump said at the start of a roughly five-minute, on-and-off diatribe on the Sharpie. "This pen is an interesting example." 
It was one of several lengthy asides the president made during the meeting that sometimes felt especially jarring given how many more important things his top advisers could have been discussing. 
The Sharpie monologue came after Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, envoy Steve Witkoff, Vice President JD Vance and Secretary of State Marco Rubio offered sobering comments about missile strikes, Tehran's uranium enrichment efforts and the U.S. troops that remain in harm's way. 

    
The president offered the winding tale as an example of how his business sense can lead to better, cheaper outcomes in federal spending. He was also seeking to drive home his broader, long-standing criticism that renovations to the Federal Reserve building in Washington are too expensive. 



    
        




    




"We've gotta get our priorities straight," Trump said.

    
    
    
The anecdote began with Trump insisting that the White House was once stocked with "beautiful" ballpoint pens that cost $1,000 each. 
That presented a problem, Trump said, when, during ceremonial bill signings, he would hand out pens as keepsakes to lawmakers, supporters and various others who helped make new legislation possible. Recipients even included children, whom he lamented did not know the value of what they'd been gifted. 

    
"Sometimes you have 30, 40 people," Trump said.
Despite being known for a love of all things ostentatious -- including the sprawling, $400 million White House ballroom he demolished the East Wing to build -- Trump said giving away so many expensive pens meant "I feel guilty by nature." 
"I love the government like I love myself, economically," Trump said. "I want to save money."
The president said he worked with a marker maker and worried about giving the company involved too much publicity -- only to divulge that it was Sharpie, a longtime favorite of his, drawing laughs from his Cabinet. 
For decades as a celebrity businessman, Trump used the pens to sign autographs or mark up newspaper clippings and send them with personalized notes written in the telltale thick black ink. And, as president, Trump has continued to wield Sharpies to sign executive orders, proclamations and bills.
Trump said he contacted the company and was told that they could make a black pen with the White House logo in gold and that they wouldn't charge for it. Trump said he insisted on paying $5 per marker. Online searches reveal that typical Sharpies sell for usually $1 to $2 apiece. 

    
"The head of Sharpie gets a call. I don't even know who the hell he is. He said, 'Is this really the president?'" Trump said. 
It was the most attention the marker has gotten at the White House since the " Sharpiegate " scandal involving Hurricane Dorian during Trump's first term. Still, Sharpie's manufacturer, Atlanta-based Newell Brands, said in a statement that it didn't have any information about the conversation Trump described, but that Sharpies are used by current and past U.S. presidents, elected officials, celebrities, athletes, and artists, among others.
Trump summed it up as "a business story."
"For $5, I get a much better pen than for $1,000, and I can hand them out," he said. "And, honestly, they've become hot as a pistol, so what can I tell you?"

After concluding his Sharpie recollections, Trump took a moment to revel in his own storytelling ability before offering the floor to Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent. 
"Good luck, Scott," he said as the rest of the Cabinet laughed again. 
"Well, sir," Bessent offered, "as usual, you're a tough act to follow."
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    US Treasury plans to put Trump's signature on new paper currency in first for sitting president
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The U.S. Treasury Department plans to put President Donald Trump's signature on all new U.S. paper currency, the agency announced on Thursday.
The move would be a first for a sitting president, since traditionally, U.S. paper currency carries the signatures of the Treasury Secretary and the Treasurer, not the president. 
It's the latest instance of Trump putting his name and likeness on American cultural institutions, following his renaming of the U.S. Institute of Peace, the Kennedy Center performing arts venue and a new class of battleships, among other tributes.
And the plans come in tandem with an ongoing effort to get Trump's face on a coin, which has also drawn criticism since federal law prohibits the depiction of a living president on U.S. currency.
Earlier this month, a federal arts commission approved the final design for a 24-karat gold commemorative coin bearing Trump's image to help celebrate America's 250th birthday on July 4. The vote by the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts, whose members are supporters of the Republican president and were appointed by him earlier this year, was without objection. 

    
Treasury says the plan to include Trump's signature on all new paper currency is intended to honor the nation's 250th birthday, and that Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent's signature would also appear on the currency. 



    
        




    




Bessent said in a statement that "there is no more powerful way to recognize the historic achievements of our great country" than with U.S dollar bills bearing Trump's name.

    
    
    
Michael Bordo, director of the Center for Monetary and Financial History at Rutgers, said the move will undoubtedly come with political pushback, "but I do not know if he has crossed any legal red lines" since the Treasury Secretary may have the authority to decide who signs the currency.
In 1862, Congress authorized the Treasury Secretary to design and print paper currency, known as "greenbacks," to finance the Civil War.

    
The U.S. Bureau of Engraving and Printing is responsible for producing all paper currency while the U.S. Mint produces all the coins. According to the Federal Reserve, more than $2 trillion in Federal Reserve notes are in circulation.
Democrats criticized the move in part because the announcement comes as Americans face rising costs at the grocery store and the gas pump. The war in Iran , which began Feb. 28, has caused oil and gas prices to soar, deepening people's affordability concerns.
Rep. Shontel Brown, D-OH, tweeted on X Thursday evening that the Treasury plan is "gross and un-American. But at least it will remind us who to thank when we pay more for gas, goods, and groceries," she said. 

U.S. Treasurer Brandon Beach said in a statement that printing Trump's signature on the American currency "is not only appropriate, but also well deserved."
Bordo said, "It also means that many years from now those bills will be collectors' items."
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    Trump says he'll sign order to pay TSA agents as Senate works into the night on funding deal
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            Passengers waiting in Houston's hours-long airport security lines have plenty of time to vent their frustration with the political impasse that's left TSA agents unpaid.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Donald Trump said Thursday he would sign an order instructing the Homeland Security secretary to immediately pay Transportation Security Administration agents, while senators worked late into the night trying to end a budget impasse that has jammed airports and left workers without paychecks. 
Trump announced his decision in a social media post saying he wanted to quickly stop the "Chaos at the Airports." 
With pressure mounting, the White House and senators, who have been engaged in on-again, off-again talks to resolve the stalemate over Department of Homeland Security funding, appeared to be narrowing in on a endgame in the final hours before TSA workers miss another paycheck Friday.
Trump's order will pay TSA agents using money from his 2025 tax bill, according to a senior administration official who spoke on condition of anonymity because they weren't authorized to discuss it publicly. They compared the move to actions Trump took during a past shutdown to pay troops. The rationale is that Democrats have created an emergency by declining to approve funding, the official said.

    
The White House had floated the extraordinary move of invoking a national emergency to pay the TSA agents, a politically and legally fraught approach. 



    
        




    




Senators, ready to leave town for their own spring break recess, stayed late trying to resolve the remaining issues. GOP leaders were preparing a package to fund as much as possible of the rest of the department, which includes the Federal Emergency Management Agency and the Coast Guard as well as the immigration enforcement agencies central to the standoff. 

    
    
    
Democrats have demanded restraints on Trump's immigration enforcement and mass deportation operations as part of any deal to fund Homeland Security. They are particularly refusing to fund Immigration and Customs Enforcement and Customs and Border Protection divisions, though they had repeatedly offered proposals to pay TSA and the rest of DHS. 
"The president is doing absolutely the right thing," said Sen. John Barrasso, R-Wyo., the GOP whip. "The TSA agents are going to be paid."

    
Airport lines grow as TSA workers endure hardships
The funding shutdown has resulted in travel delays and even warnings of airport closures as TSA workers missing paychecks stop coming to work. 
Multiple airports are experiencing greater than 40% callout rates of TSA workers and nearly 500 of its nearly 50,000 transportation security officers have now quit during the shutdown. Nationwide on Wednesday, more than 11% of the TSA employees on the schedule missed work, according to DHS. That is more than 3,120 callouts.
At George Bush Intercontinental Airport in Houston, Melissa Gates said she would not make her flight to Baton Rouge, Louisiana, after waiting more than 21/2 hours and still not reaching the security checkpoint. She said no other flights were available until Friday.
"I should have just driven, right?" Gates said. "Five hours would have been hilarious next to this."
The acting TSA administrator, Ha Nguyen McNeill, described the multiple hardships facing unpaid TSA workers -- piling up bills and eviction notices, even plasma donations to make ends meet -- and warned of potential airport closures if more employees refuse to come to work. 
"At this point, we have to look at all options on the table," she testified at a House hearing this week. 

    
A 'last and final' offer on the table
Earlier Thursday, Senate Majority Leader John Thune, R-S.D., announced he had given a "last and final" offer to the Democrats.
Thune did not disclose details of the new framework, but he said it picked up from a previous offer over the weekend, before talks with the White House and Democrats had broken off. 
"Enough is enough," he said. 
But as senators retreated to privately discuss the new plan, action stalled out. 
Democrats argued the GOP proposals have not gone far enough at putting guardrails on officers from ICE, Customs and Border Protection and other federal agencies who are engaged in the immigration sweeps, particularly after the deaths of two Americans protesting the actions in Minneapolis. 

    
They want federal agents to wear identification, remove their face masks and refrain from conducting raids around schools, churches or other sensitive places. Democrats have also pushed for an end of administrative warrants, insisting that judges sign off before agents search people's homes or private spaces -- something new Homeland Security Secretary Markwayne Mullin has said he is open to considering, but senators want to see in writing.
Senate Democratic leader Chuck Schumer of New York said they needed to see real changes. 
Trump, had largely left the issue to Congress, but warned he was ready to take action, threatening to send the National Guard to airports, in addition to his deployment of ICE agents who are now checking travelers' IDs -- a development drawing concerns.

    
"They need to end this shutdown immediately or we'll have to take drastic measures," Trump said during a morning Cabinet meeting.
Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, the chairwoman of the Appropriations Committee, has said there was funding elsewhere that can be legally used to pay TSA as well as the Coast Guard, without declaring a national emergency.
The GOP's big tax cuts bill that Trump signed into law last year funneled billions to DHS, including $75 billion for ICE operations, ensuring the immigration officers are still being paid during the shutdown.
Any deal almost certainly needs to involve a compromise as lawmakers on the left and right flanks revolt. 
Conservative Republicans have panned their own GOP proposals, demanding full funding for immigration operations. Republicans say the Trump administration has made strides to meet Democrats' demands, particularly after swearing in Mullin to replace Kristi Noem.
___ 

Associated Press writers Joey Cappelletti, Kevin Freking, Rebecca Santana, Collin Binkley and Ben Finley in Washington, Lekan Oyekanmi in Houston, Wyatte Grantham-Philips in New York, Rio Yamat in Las Vegas, Russ Bynum in Savannah, Georgia, and Gabriela Aoun Angueira in San Diego contributed to this report.
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    Transgender women athletes banned from female Olympic events by new IOC policy




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: IOC President Kirsty Coventry speaks during the Olympic opening ceremony at the 2026 Winter Olympics, in Milan, Italy, Friday, Feb. 6, 2026. (Yves Herman/Pool Photo via AP, File)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            IOC President Kirsty Coventry speaks during the Olympic opening ceremony at the 2026 Winter Olympics, in Milan, Italy, Friday, Feb. 6, 2026. (Yves Herman/Pool Photo via AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: South Africa athlete Caster Semenya, center, answers reporters with lawyers Gregory Nott, left, and Shona Jolly KC after Semenya won a partial victory at the European Court of Human Rights on in her seven-year legal fight against track and field's sex eligibility rules, Thursday, July 10, 2025 in Strasbourg, eastern France. (AP Photo/Antonin Utz, File)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            South Africa athlete Caster Semenya, center, answers reporters with lawyers Gregory Nott, left, and Shona Jolly KC after Semenya won a partial victory at the European Court of Human Rights on in her seven-year legal fight against track and field's sex eligibility rules, Thursday, July 10, 2025 in Strasbourg, eastern France. (AP Photo/Antonin Utz, File)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            GRAHAM DUNBAR

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        GENEVA (AP) -- Transgender women athletes are now excluded from women's events at the Olympics after the IOC agreed to a new eligibility policy on Thursday which aligns with U.S. President Donald Trump's executive order on sports ahead of the 2028 Los Angeles Games.
"Eligibility for any female category event at the Olympic Games or any other IOC event, including individual and team sports, is now limited to biological females," the International Olympic Committee said, to be determined by a mandatory gene test once in an athlete's career.
It is unclear how many, if any, transgender women are competing at an Olympic level. No woman who transitioned from being born male competed at the 2024 Paris Summer Games, though weightlifter Laurel Hubbard did at the Tokyo Olympics in 2021 without winning a medal.

    
    
    
The eligibility policy that will apply from the L.A. Olympics in July 2028 "protects fairness, safety and integrity in the female category," the IOC said.

    
"It is not retroactive and does not apply to any grassroots or recreational sports programs," said the IOC, whose Olympic Charter states that access to play sport is a human right.



    
        




    




After an executive board meeting, the IOC published a 10-page policy document that also restricts female athletes such as two-time Olympic champion runner Caster Semenya with medical conditions known as differences in sex development, or DSD. 

    
    
    
"We know that this topic is sensitive," IOC President Kirsty Coventry said in an online news conference to explain the policy.
Coventry and the IOC have wanted a clear policy instead of continuing to advise sports' governing bodies who previously have drafted their own rules.
"At the Olympic Games, even the smallest margins can be the difference between victory and defeat," Coventry, a two-time Olympic gold medalist in swimming, said in a statement. "So, it is absolutely clear that it would not be fair for biological males to compete in the female category."

    
She set up a review of "protecting the female category" as one of her first big decisions last June as the first woman to lead the Olympic body in its 132-year history.
Female eligibility was a strong theme in a seven-candidate IOC election last year -- held after a furor around women's boxing in Paris -- when Coventry's main rivals pledged a stronger policy to leading on the issue.
"This was a priority for me way before President Trump came into his second term," Coventry said. "There's not been any pressure (on) us to deliver anything from anybody outside of the Olympic Movement."
Before the 2024 Paris Olympics, three top-tier sports -- track and field, swimming and cycling -- excluded transgender women who had been through male puberty. Semenya, who was assigned female at birth in South Africa and has testosterone levels higher than the typical female range, won a European Court of Human Rights judgment in her years-long legal challenge to track and field's rules which did not overturn them.

    
Performance advantage from testosterone
The IOC document details its research that being born male gives physical advantages that a working group of experts believes are retained.
"Males experience three significant testosterone peaks: In utero, in mini-puberty of infancy and beginning in adolescent puberty through adulthood," the document said.
It added this gives males "individual sex-based performance advantages in sports and events that rely on strength, power and/or endurance."
The IOC said its research included "in-depth individual interviews with impacted athletes from around the world."
The expert group agreed the current gene test is "the most accurate and least intrusive method currently available." The saliva, cheek swab or blood sample screens for "the SRY gene, a segment of DNA typically found on the Y chromosome that initiates male sex development in utero and indicates the presence of testes/testicles."
Still, the mandatory gender screening -- already conducted by the governing bodies of track and field, skiing and boxing -- is likely to be criticized by human rights experts and activist groups.

    
Athlete appeal to CAS?
The IOC policy can -- and likely will -- be challenged at the Court of Arbitration for Sport in the Olympic body's Swiss home city Lausanne, perhaps by an athlete acting alone.
Track athletes Dutee Chand of India and Semenya challenged previous versions of their sport's eligibility rules at the court.
Any potential appeal would examine science underpinning IOC research which was not published Thursday. A case could occupy much of the near-28 months until the L.A. Olympics open.
"As we know in today's world," Coventry said, "any and all rules and regulations at any point in time could always be challenged."

    
Women's boxing champions
One of the two women's boxing gold medalists at the center of the gender controversy in Paris, Lin Yu-ting of Taiwan, has passed her gene test and can return to competition, the World Boxing governing body said last week.
The other Olympic boxing champion, Imane Khelif of Algeria, told CNN last month she would take a gene test to be eligible for the L.A. Olympics. She is reportedly preparing for a professional bout next month in Paris.
The IOC document published on Thursday said the male performance advantage over biological women was "10-12% in most running and swimming events," at least 20% in "most throwing and jumping events" but "can be greater than 100%" for explosive power events including "punching sports."
Trump's executive order
In the U.S., President Trump signed the executive order "Keeping Men Out of Women's Sports" in February last year, and pledged to deny visas to some athletes attempting to compete at the L.A Olympics. The order also threatened to "rescind all funds" from organizations that allowed transgender athletes to take part in women's sports.
Within months the U.S. Olympic body updated its guidance to national sports bodies citing an obligation to comply with the White House.
The White House welcomed the IOC's decision, describing it as the result of the executive order.

"The IOC aligning their policy with President Trump's executive order ahead of the 2028 LA Games is common sense and long overdue," White House spokesman Davis Ingle said in a statement.
___
AP Winter Olympics at https://apnews.com/hub/milan-cortina-2026-winter-olympics
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    Max Verstappen demands journalist leave media session at Japanese Grand Prix




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Red Bull driver Max Verstappen of the Netherlands speaks during an interview in Suzuka, central Japan, Thursday, March 26, 2026, ahead of Sunday's Japanese Formula One Grand Prix race. (AP Photo/Hiro Komae)]
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                                        SUZUKA, Japan (AP) -- Max Verstappen ordered a journalist to "get out" of a scheduled media session at Formula 1's Japanese Grand Prix on Thursday after objecting to a question he asked last year.
"I'm not speaking before he's leaving," Verstappen said, indicating reporter Giles Richards of British newspaper The Guardian, as the question-and-answer session was due to begin in Red Bull's hospitality area.
Richards approached the table where Verstappen was sitting and tried to plead his case. Verstappen told him to "get out" and Richards left.
Verstappen indicated he objected to a question Richards asked in December after the season-ending Abu Dhabi Grand Prix.
Richards asked Verstappen whether losing out to Lando Norris by two points for the title might lead him to regret an incident earlier in the year when he collided with George Russell at the Spanish Grand Prix. That earned Verstappen a time penalty which cost the Dutch driver valuable points.

    
"You forget all the other stuff that happened in my season. The only thing you mention is Barcelona. I knew that would come," Verstappen answered.



    
        




    




"You're giving me a stupid grin now. I don't know. Yeah, it's part of racing at the end. You live and learn. The championship is one of 24 rounds. I've also had a lot of early Christmas presents given to me in the second half, so you can also question that."
Richards wrote in a column for The Guardian on Thursday that he was "deeply disappointed" by what happened and questioned whether Verstappen "was simply enjoying the power dynamic?"

    
    
    
"I still admire Verstappen and I hope we can enjoy a better relationship in the future. Sometimes, difficult, awkward questions have to be asked. That's the job that comes with the privilege," Richards added.
Four-time champion Verstappen heads into Sunday's race at Suzuka, the third of the season, after a difficult start to the year.

He and Red Bull have so far been unable to match the pace of leading team Mercedes and Verstappen has made clear his dislike of F1's new era of regulations, which place more emphasis on electrical power. 
___
AP auto racing: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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                    Sports

    Tom Brady says he's weighed coming out of retirement, but the NFL doesn't like the idea




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Founders FFC's Tom Brady reacts to a call made by the referee against the U.S. National Flag team during the Fanatics Flag Football Classic, Saturday, March 21, 2026, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Caroline Brehman)]
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[image: Founders FFC's Tom Brady and Jalen Hurts talk while warming up ahead of their game against the U.S. National Flag team during the Fanatics Flag Football Classic, Saturday, March 21, 2026, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Caroline Brehman)]
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                                        Tom Brady revealed in an interview released on Thursday that he considered coming out of retirement, but the National Football League wasn't particularly receptive to the idea.
Brady, a seven-time Super Bowl champion and minority owner of the Las Vegas Raiders, was asked in a recent interview with CNBC if he's looked into the rules regarding a minority owner returning to NFL play.
"I actually have inquired, and they (the NFL) don't like that idea very much, so I'm going to leave it at that," Brady said. "We explored a lot of different things, and I'm very happily retired. Let me say that, too."
It wouldn't have been Brady's first time coming out of retirement. The three-time league MVP briefly retired during the 2022 offseason after two seasons with the Buccaneers. He had a change of heart 40 days later and went on to play for one more year before retiring "for good" in February 2023.


    
Brady recently turned heads in the Fanatics Flag Football Classic, where he played alongside Jalen Hurts, Devonta Smith, Stefon Diggs and Raiders running back Ashton Jeanty. He also reunited on the field with his teammate of 11 seasons and four-time time Super Bowl champion Rob Gronkowski.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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                    Entertainment

    Bill Maher will win the Kennedy Center's Mark Twain humor prize following White House denial




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Bill Maher arrives at the Vanity Fair Oscar Party on Sunday, March 15, 2026, at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art in Los Angeles. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP)]
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[image: A woman walks outside The John F. Kennedy Memorial Center For The Performing Arts on Feb. 2, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Rahmat Gul, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Bill Maher will win the prestigious Mark Twain Prize for American Humor, the Kennedy Center said Thursday, less than a week after the White House forcefully denied that the comedian, who has had a hot-and-cold relationship with President Donald Trump, would win it. 
"For nearly three decades, the Mark Twain Prize has celebrated some of the greatest minds in comedy," Roma Daravi, the Kennedy Center's vice president of public relations, said in a statement. "For even longer, Bill has been influencing American discourse -- one politically incorrect joke at a time."
Maher said in a statement that he "just had the award explained to me, and apparently it's like an Emmy, except I win."
After The Atlantic reported last week that Maher would win the award, the White House pushed back hard. White House communications director Steven Cheung said on social media that the story was "literally FAKE NEWS." White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt also called the initial report "fake news" and said Maher "will NOT be getting this award."

    
An administration official who refused to speak on the record about the award on Thursday said the situation changed after further conversations between the Kennedy Center and event organizers. 


The Kennedy Center has presented the award since 1998 as a way to recognize those who have made significant contributions to humor and commentary in the United States. Previous winners include Conan O'Brien, Dave Chappelle, Julia Louis-Dreyfus, David Letterman, Carol Burnett and Tina Fey.

    
    
    
The award will be presented on June 28, just before Trump plans to close the Kennedy Center for renovations expected to last about two years. Since returning to office, the Republican president has wielded tremendous influence over the venue, ousting its previous leadership and replacing it with a handpicked board of trustees that named him chairman. 

    
The board added Trump's name to the Kennedy Center and approved the closure, actions that have prompted legal proceedings that are ongoing. 
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Maher and the president have long had a fraught relationship.
Before he entered politics, Trump filed a $5 million lawsuit against Maher in 2013 for breach of contract. Appearing on Jay Leno's "The Tonight Show," Maher said he would give $5 million to the charity of Trump's choice if he could prove he was not "the spawn of his mother having sex with an orangutan."
Trump claimed that when he provided his birth certificate, Maher didn't pay up, prompting the lawsuit. Trump ended up dropping it.
The Trump-Maher relationship exploded again earlier this year, when the president claimed on social media that he wasted time sitting down for a meal with the comedian last year. 
"He came into the famed Oval Office much different than I thought he would be," Trump wrote online. "He was extremely nervous, had ZERO confidence in himself." Trump said the comedian admitted he was "scared."
Maher described the dinner as a "good time" during his April 11 episode of "Real Time," noting that Trump was "gracious and measured" and not like the "person who plays a crazy person on TV." He said he wasn't scared.

    
He took time in his "New Rules" segment to point out the various Trump policies he liked, including the "mass removal of stone cold criminals" and making NATO members pay "their fair share." 

"I may be the last person from the lunatic left that is still an honest broker when it comes to you," he said. "I always want the American president to succeed, and I do give credit when you have, but there's lots of stuff you do that is not my idea of success, and I have every right to say so in a democracy."
___
Associated Press writer Mark Kennedy in New York contributed to this report.
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                    Entertainment

    The Oscars are leaving Hollywood




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An Oscar statue appears at the 91st Academy Awards Nominees Luncheon, Feb. 4, 2019, in Beverly Hills, Calif. (Photo by Danny Moloshok/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: Oscar statuettes appear backstage at the Oscars in Los Angeles on Feb. 26, 2017. (Photo by Matt Sayles/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: An Oscar statue appears outside the Dolby Theatre for the 87th Academy Awards in Los Angeles on Feb. 21, 2015. (Photo by Matt Sayles/Invision/AP, File)]
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            ANDREW DALTON

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- The Oscars are leaving Hollywood. 
In 2029, the year the telecast moves from ABC to YouTube, the ceremony itself will move from its longtime home at the Dolby Theatre in Hollywood to downtown Los Angeles and the Peacock Theater, 9 miles (14.5 kilometers) away. The Academy announced Thursday that it has reached a 10-year agreement with AEG, which operates the L.A. Live complex where the Peacock Theater sits. 
It's a surprising move, given that the Dolby was developed by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences itself, expressly as a home for the Oscars. The ceremony has been held there since 2002 (with the exception of the COVID-driven downsized show at Union Station in 2021) and has provided an especially steady home for the Oscars, which have never stayed in a single venue for such a long stretch. The awards bounced between various LA hotels in its early years, before moving up to theaters in the mid-1940s. 

    
The downtown Dorothy Chandler Pavilion, a fine arts facility that is home to the LA Opera, became heavily identified with the Oscars when it hosted the ceremony from 1968 to 1986. The ceremony then alternated between the Chandler and the Shrine Auditorium, next to the University of Southern California, until the long-term move to Hollywood. 
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[image: Host Conan O'Brien, dressed as the character Gladys Lilly from "Weapons" is chased by children during the Oscars on Sunday, March 15, 2026, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                In win for 'One Battle After Another,' the Oscars meet an anxious moment
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
            
34

        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Host Conan O'Brien appears during the Oscars on Sunday, March 15, 2026, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Paul Thomas Anderson, left center, Sara Murphy, right center, and the team from "One Battle After Another" accept the award for best picture during the Oscars on Sunday, March 15, 2026, at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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The Dolby will continue to host the show as it airs in its final years on ABC, concluding with the 100th Academy Awards in 2028. 

    
    
    
The Peacock Theater is next to the Crypto.com Arena, home to the Los Angeles Lakers and Kings. The theater has hosted the Emmy Awards nearly every year since 2008 and, in recent years, Rock & Roll Hall of Fame induction ceremonies. 

    
    Last year, Andrew Dalton was at the Peacock Theater four times in a tuxedo, covering three nights of the Emmys and the Rock Hall induction. For the latter, he ditched the bow tie.


    


The academy says in its announcement that, under its agreement, AEG will make major upgrades to the theater and its tech setup, and will "collaborate closely with the Academy to incorporate bespoke design elements needed to accommodate the Oscars ceremony."

    
The Peacock Theater, previously known as the Nokia Theatre and Microsoft Theater, opened in 2007, as the then-Staples Center site expanded to become the L.A. Live entertainment complex. It hosted concerts from the Eagles and the Chicks to celebrate its opening. 
The theater's capacity of about 7,000 is about twice that of the Dolby. And its plaza is bigger and more open-air than the Dolby's Ovation Hollywood complex, which has more of an enclosed shopping mall feeling. Like Hollywood, L.A. Live also has multiple hotels, essential to the logistics of the Oscars. 
And there is a cinema at the site, though its Regal theaters multiplex lacks the historic patina of the TCL (formerly Grauman's) Chinese Theatre next to the Dolby on Hollywood Boulevard. 

"For the 101st Oscars and beyond, the Academy looks forward to closely collaborating with AEG to make L.A. LIVE the perfect backdrop for our global celebration of cinema," the academy's CEO Bill Kramer and its president, Lynette Howell Taylor, said in a joint statement. 
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                    Entertainment

    Dash Crofts of Seals & Crofts, known for hits 'Summer Breeze' and 'Diamond Girl,' dies at 87




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This undated image shows Dash Crofts from the music duo Seals & Crofts. (Luis Javier Lizarraga via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Singer-songwriter Darrell "Dash" Crofts, who teamed with childhood friend Jim Seals for such 1970s soft-rock hits as "Summer Breeze," "Diamond Girl" and "Get Closer," has died. He was 87.
Crofts died Wednesday of heart failure at the Heart Hospital of Austin in Austin, Texas, said his daughter, Lua Crofts Faragher. She said her father had been suffering heart issues for several years and had been hospitalized for about a month.
Seals and Crofts were native Texans who had known each other since high school and played together in various groups before becoming a duo, Seals & Crofts, in the late 1960s. Blending pop, country, folk and jazz, they were part of a wave of million-selling soft-rock (or "easy listening") bands that included America, Bread and Loggins and Messina. 
"Summer Breeze," "Diamond Girl" and "Get Closer" all reached the Top 10, while their other popular singles included "I'll Play for You," "Hummingbird" and "We May Never Pass This Way (Again)." The wide-eyed sentiments of the latter made it a favorite for high school yearbooks:
"Life / So they say / Is but a game and they'd let it slip away / Love / Like the autumn sun / Should be dyin' / But it's only just begun."

    
Not always easy listening
Like many bands of the era, Seals & Crofts sang of love, peace, music and the natural world. But the inspirations were rooted less in the counterculture than in the Baha'i faith, a monotheistic religion advocating global unity that they both embraced in the 1960s. 
"It became a driving force in their careers and the way they lived their lives," Faragher said. 
They worked Baha'i themes into their music -- "Hummingbird" is a metaphor for the Baha'i prophet Bahaullah -- distributed literature after their shows, and sometimes preached from the stage, including during a performance on "Tonight" with Johnny Carson.


"You start out writing songs like 'the leaves are green and the sky is blue and I love you and you love me' -- very simple lyrics -- but you grow into a much, much broader awareness of life, of love, and of unity," Crofts told Stereo Review in 1971. "It's really great to be able to say something real in your music."

    
    
    
One Baha'i tenet, that the soul begins with the formation of the embryo, led to controversy. In 1974, the year after the Supreme Court's Roe v. Wade decision established the right to abortion, Seals & Crofts released the ballad "Unborn Child," the title song of their new album. 

    
It was inspired by the wife of their recording engineer, who had seen a television documentary about abortion and wrote a poem with such lines as "Oh tiny bud, that grows in the womb, only to be crushed before you can bloom." Numerous radio stations refused to play "Unborn Child" and protesters picketed Seals & Crofts, although the album was certified gold for selling 500,000 copies.
"I think we got more good results out of it than bad," Crofts later told the St. Petersburg Press, "because a lot of people called us and said, 'We're naming our children after you, because you helped us decide to save their lives with that song.' That was very fulfilling to us."

    
By the early 1980s, soft-rock bands were out of fashion and Seals & Crofts had been dropped by its label, Warner Bros. They broke up for a time but continued to appear together at Baha'i gatherings, while also recording on their own. Crofts released a solo album, "Today," in 1998, and six years later reunited with Seals for "Traces." More recently, their music was revived by Faragher and Seals' cousin Brady, who toured together as Seals & Crofts 2. (Jim Seals died in 2022).
"There's not a time that we performed that we didn't have hundreds of people coming up and expressing their love and often saying the music changed their life," Faragher said. 
"There were so many people who loved them," she added. "They were a constant service to mankind." She said that her father's death, a few years after that of Seals, marked the end of an era.
"That's what makes it so painful -- that it's the end," she said. "But the music will always, always live on."

    
Long-awaited breakthrough 
Darrell George "Dash" Crofts was born in Cisco, Texas, in 1938 and was singing and playing music from an early age, eventually learning piano, guitar, drums and mandolin. 
He met and befriended Seals when both were teenagers and in a local rockabilly band, the Crew Cats. By the end of the 1950s, they had moved to Los Angeles and joined The Champs, best known for the early rock hit "Tequila." Seals and Crofts would later briefly play in a band led by Glen Campbell, and join another California group, the Dawnbreakers, whose members included Crofts' future wife, Billie Lee Day. 
Although they performed on the same bill as Eric Clapton and Deep Purple among others, they were turned off by the volume and the lifestyle of hard-rock performers and honed a gentle sound. Seals & Crofts released their eponymous debut album in 1969, and soon followed with "Down Home" and "Year of Sunday." 

    
Their commercial breakthrough came in 1972 with "Summer Breeze," which featured a chorus that ranked with a contemporary hit, the Eagles' "Take it Easy," as a definition of post-1960s escapism: "Summer breeze makes me feel fine/blowing through the jasmine of my mind."
"That was the beginning of bigger concerts, bigger crowds and we kept getting hits in the Top 40," Crofts told the podcast "Inside MusiCast" in 2021. "That cemented us in the music business."

Crofts is survived by his second wife, Louise Crofts; his children Lua, Faizi and Amelia; and eight grandchildren, Faragher said. His first marriage ended in divorce.
---
Noveck contributed from London.
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    Wall Street falls to its worst drop since the Iran war as the Nasdaq sinks 10% below its record
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            President Donald Trump revealed Thursday that the "present" from Iran he cryptically mentioned earlier in the week was Tehran allowing 10 oil tankers to pass through the Strait of Hormuz, a gesture he said shows his team is "dealing with the right people."
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            Stocks fell sharply Thursday, and oil prices rose as doubt took over again from hope on Wall Street about a possible end to the war with Iran.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: James Denaro, center, and Dilip Patel, left, work on the floor at the New York Stock Exchange in New York, Wednesday, March 25, 2026. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)]
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            James Denaro, center, and Dilip Patel, left, work on the floor at the New York Stock Exchange in New York, Wednesday, March 25, 2026. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Stocks fell sharply Thursday, and oil prices rose as doubt took over again from hope on Wall Street about a possible end to the war with Iran.
The S&P 500 slumped 1.7% for its worst day since January and is back on track for a fifth straight losing week. That stretches back to before the Iran war began, and it would be the longest such losing streak in nearly four years.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average dropped 469 points, or 1%, and the Nasdaq composite sank 2.4% to fall more than 10% below its all-time high set early this year. That's a steep enough drop that professional investors have a name for it: a "correction."
Stock markets likewise tumbled across much of Asia and Europe. They're the latest flip - flops  for financial markets in a week that began with big hopes after President Donald Trump said productive talks had taken place about ending the war. But Iran denied direct talks were underway and then dismissed a U.S. proposal for a ceasefire that was delivered via Pakistan.

    
    
    

    
On Thursday, the fighting continued, and thousands more U.S. troops neared the region. Iran, meanwhile, tightened its grip on the crucial Strait of Hormuz. It may be creating something like a "toll booth" for tankers to get past the narrow waterway, which typically sees a fifth of the world's oil exit the Persian Gulf through it to customers worldwide. 



    
        




    




The price for a barrel of Brent crude oil climbed 4.8% to settle at $101.89 as hopes dimmed for a potential return to normal for the strait. That's up from roughly $70 before the war began. Benchmark U.S. crude rose 4.6% to $94.48 per barrel. 

    
    
    
"They better get serious soon, before it is too late," Trump said on his social media network Thursday morning about Iran's negotiators, "because once that happens, there is NO TURNING BACK, and it won't be pretty!"
Just minutes after Wall Street finished its trading for the day, Trump softened his talk a bit. He said he was delaying his threat to "obliterate" Iranian power plants to April 6, allowing more time for talks. 

    
"Talks are ongoing and, despite erroneous statements to the contrary by the Fake News Media, and others, they are going very well."
After that, oil prices trimmed some of their gains, and Brent crude fell back toward $100 per barrel. Treasury yields also pared their big jumps in the bond market.
High Treasury yields and disruption in the bond market were big factors that Trump named a year ago when he backed off his initial threats for global tariffs made on "Liberation Day." The moves caused critics to allege Trump always chickens out, or "TACO," if financial markets show enough pain.
The yield on the 10-year Treasury jumped as high as 4.43% Thursday from 4.33% late Wednesday and from just 3.97% before the war started. That's a significant leap for the bond market, and it's already sent rates higher for mortgages  and other kinds of loans for U.S. households and businesses, which slows the economy.
A report on Thursday morning said slightly more U.S. workers filed for unemployment  benefits last week, though the number is still low compared with historical figures. 

    
A slowing job market would typically encourage the Federal Reserve to cut interest rates to juice the economy. But hopes have cratered on Wall Street for a possible cut to interest rates this year, even though traders came into 2026 forecasting several. That's because lower interest rates carry the risk of worsening inflation, and the spike in oil prices has heightened those worries.
On Wall Street, tech stocks were the heaviest weights on the market. 
Meta Platforms fell 8%, and Alphabet sank 3.4% after each had held relatively steady the day before, when a jury found Instagram and YouTube liable  in a landmark social-media addiction trial. 
The financial penalties were small compared with the companies' vast profits, but it could herald a watershed moment  that invites more lawsuits. 
Other Big Tech stocks also fell, including drops of 4.2% for Nvidia and 2% for Amazon. Apple was an outlier and inched up 0.1%.

    
Commercial Metals fell 4.7% after the maker of steel rebar and other products reported a weaker profit for the latest quarter than analysts expected. CEO Peter Matt said bad weather hurt its North American operations during the quarter, but underlying market conditions looked favorable.
All told, the S&P 500 fell 114.74 points to 6,477.16 and is 7.2% below its all-time high set a couple months ago. The Dow Jones Industrial Average dropped 469.38 to 45,960.11, and the Nasdaq composite sank 521.74 to 21,408.08.

In stock markets abroad, Germany's DAX lost 1.5%, Hong Kong's Hang Seng sank 1.9% and South Korea's Kospi dropped 3.2%. Japan's Nikkei 225 had one of the world's milder losses, at 0.3%.
___
AP Business Writers Chan Ho-him and Matt Ott contributed.
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    What men and women think about gender and pay, according to a new AP-NORC poll




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jessica Thompson, 47, sits for a portrait at her Rockford, Ill., home on Saturday, March 21, 2026. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Most working women in the U.S. believe they are disadvantaged when it comes to earning competitive wages, but many men hold a different view, according to a new AP-NORC poll.
Equal pay emerged as a major source of concern for working women in the poll and an area where men and women are far apart in their perception of gender equity. 
Most women who are employed full-time -- about 6 in 10 -- say men have more opportunities when it comes to earning competitive wages, according to the survey from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research, while about one-third think neither gender has an advantage. About 3 in 10 employed women say they have personally experienced wage discrimination because of their gender. 
Men who are employed full-time are more divided: About 4 in 10 believe men have an advantage when it comes to wages, while about half think both genders have about the same opportunities and about 1 in 10 say women have more opportunities. Just about 1 in 10 men say they have personally experienced wage discrimination because of their gender.

    
    
    

    
The survey also found that a majority of employed women say the amount of money they get paid is a "major" source of stress in their life right now, compared to about 4 in 10 employed men.



    
        




    




The findings come at a time when men's earnings are rising faster than women's, and the gender wage gap has widened for two years in a row, according to the U.S. Census Bureau. 

    
    
    
Reflecting that shift, Equal Pay Day -- which symbolizes how many more days into the year women have to work for their earnings to catch up with men -- was Thursday, falling a day later than in 2025. That was still 16 days earlier than the first Equal Pay Day on April 11, 1996, when women earned about 75 cents for every dollar earned by men.
The country is deeply divided over how to confront gender pay disparity. A growing number of mostly Democratic-led states are adopting pay transparency laws aimed at making it easier to uncover unfair practices, including requiring employers to disclose pay ranges in job postings.
President Donald Trump's second administration, for its part, has hollowed out some agencies and limited legal tools that have been key to investigating unfair pay practices, arguing they threatened meritocracy and presuppose that disparities in the workforce are the result of discrimination. 

    
Many employed women say they've experienced wage discrimination
Jessica Thompson, 47, said she has seen gender bias throughout her working life. Until losing her job in January, Thompson said she earned $65,000 a year as a senior sales manager in Rockford, Illinois, while a male colleague with similar credentials had earned $87,000.
Thompson said she had to "really prove myself over four years to get the role. And you know, he just came in, just within a few months and got it."
The poll indicates that women are particularly likely to see wages as a pain point. Fewer women, about 2 in 10, say they've been discriminated against in getting hired because of their gender, and men are about as likely to say the same thing.

    
    
    

    
The overrepresentation of women, especially Black and Hispanic women, in lower-paying jobs is a key driver of the gender wage gap, as is the "motherhood penalty." Studies show that women's earnings fall after having children while men see their wages increase after becoming fathers.
Earnings for women barely rose in 2024, while male earnings jumped 3.7%, widening the gender wage gap for the second straight year after two decades of slight narrowing, according to the latest annual report from the U.S. Census Bureau, which analyzes earnings for full-time workers. Women working full-time on average earned 80.9% of what men earned in 2024, down from 82.7% in 2023. 

    
Most employed women say their pay is a 'major' source of stress
Women aren't just likelier than men to be worried about pay equity -- the poll also found that employed women are more economically stressed on a range of measures.
About 6 in 10 working women say the cost of groceries and the cost of housing are a "major" source of stress in their lives, and about half, 56%, say this about the amount of money they get paid. By contrast, about 4 in 10 employed men say the same.

    
    
    
Economists attribute the widening pay gap in part to the post-pandemic return to work of many low-wage women, which brought down the average female earnings. But the past two years have also seen a drop-off in the labor force participation rate of mothers with young children, in part because return-to-office mandates have reduced pandemic-era flexibility. 
Few men think they are disadvantaged
Democratic lawmakers have criticized the Trump administration for making it more difficult to investigate wage discrimination as part of its campaign to stamp out diversity and inclusion practices. 
Trump has ordered federal agencies to stop enforcing " disparate impact liability," a concept in civil rights law that has been used in wage discrimination cases against top companies. The Labor Department has also gutted the Office of Federal Contract Compliance Programs, an agency that has audited the pay practices of major companies and obtained hundreds of millions of dollars in compensation for women and minorities who have suffered from unfair policies.

    
The Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, meanwhile, has pivoted to prioritizing anti-DEI investigations under the premise that men, especially white men, have been discriminated against by practices aimed at advancing women and minorities in the workplace.
The poll suggests that few men see themselves as disadvantaged compared to women in the workplace. Only about 1 in 10 employed men said women had more opportunities when it comes to competitive wages or job advancement. 
Michael Bettger, a 51-year-old mechanic who earns $26 an hour in rural Arkansas, said he has seen his wages fall as a result of layoffs and a decade-long struggle with opioid addiction that started after he hurt his back in a worksite accident. But he still believes women struggle more to get ahead in his male-dominated field because of the misogyny he sees, saying other mechanics make jokes about being prone to accidents because female colleagues are a distraction.
"Men do have an advantage and more opportunities for wages. I've seen that first hand," Bettger said. "I have a daughter who wants to be a mechanic, and I'm scared to death of what kind of work she's going to get."
___
Savage reported from Chicago and Sanders reported from Washington.
___
The AP-NORC poll of 1,156 adults was conducted Feb. 5-8 using a sample drawn from NORC's probability-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population. The margin of sampling error for adults overall is plus or minus 3.9 percentage points.
___

The Associated Press' women in the workforce coverage receives financial support from Pivotal Ventures. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    Verdicts against social media companies carry consequences. But questions linger




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Meta attorney Kevin Huff makes closing arguments, Monday, March 23, 2026, in state court, in Santa Fe, N.M., in a trial where the social media conglomerate is accused of misleading its users about how safe its platforms are for children. (Eddie Moore/The Albuquerque Journal via AP, Pool)]
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[image: A recording of Meta Founder and CEO Mark Zuckerberg's deposition is played for the jurors on Wednesday, March 4, 2026, in Santa Fe, N.M. (Jim Weber/Santa Fe New Mexican via AP, Pool)]
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                                        SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) -- Two landmark jury verdicts against social media companies have arrived at the front of a wave of lawsuits alleging that the popular platforms endanger the mental health of children.
Financial penalties total $381 million in the two cases involving tech giant Meta in New Mexico and both Meta and YouTube in California. The verdicts highlight a growing shift in the public perception of social media companies and their responsibilities toward child safety.
But it may be too soon to tell whether litigation will change the way popular social media and messaging platforms function -- or influence the complex algorithms that deliver content to billions of users worldwide.
Here are looming questions as related lawsuits approach trial.

    
Will these verdicts harm Meta's business?
The answer is not really -- or, at least, not yet.
Meta -- the owner of Instagram, Facebook and WhatsApp -- says it had $201 billion in sales last year.
That revenue stream dwarfs the $375 million in civil penalties imposed on Tuesday by a jury in New Mexico with a verdict that Meta knowingly harmed children's mental health and concealed what it knew about child sexual exploitation on its social media platforms.



    
        




    




Meta said it disagrees with the verdicts and plans to appeal the jury's finding that it violated the state Unfair Practices Act.
And tech companies still are shielded from legal responsibility for posted content, based on Section 230 of the 1996 Communications Decency Act.
Investors are shrugging off the verdicts. Meta's stock closed slightly higher Wednesday, although it is down about 8% year-to-date.

    
    
    
Does Meta have to make changes now to its design or algorithm?
The verdicts this week don't mandate specific changes to the design of social media platforms, nor to the algorithms that make them tick.
But a second phase of the New Mexico trial in May, before a judge with no jury, could spell out changes for Meta's platforms for local users by court order.
A state district court judge will determine whether Meta created a public nuisance -- and could impose restrictions and order the company to pay for programs that remedy potential harms to children.

    
New Mexico Attorney General Raul Torrez, who filed the lawsuit against Meta in 2023, says his office wants improvements to Meta's enforcement of minimum age limits and removal of sexual predators -- in part by lifting encryption on communication that can interfere with police work.
Meta says it continuously works to improve safety and already has made changes that phase out encryption on Instagram and limit access to explicit content by teenagers, block unsolicited messages to children from adults and help young users manage time spent on its platforms and avoid sleep disruptions.
Both the California and New Mexico trials highlighted the addictive properties of platform algorithms and the negative impacts on child mental health.

    
How much money do Meta and YouTube have to pay?
In New Mexico, a jury in Santa Fe arrived at the $375 million fine against Meta by endorsing the maximum penalty of $5,000 per violation of state consumer protection law -- multiplied by thousands of social media accounts for children under 18. 
Prosecutors intend to pursue more damages in that trial's second phase, while an appeal could delay payment -- or reverse penalties.
In California, the jury ruled that Meta and Google's video streaming platform YouTube must pay at least $3 million in damages to a 20-year-old woman who says she became addicted to social media as a child, exacerbating her mental health struggles. TikTok and Snap settled before the trial began. 
California jurors recommended an additional $3 million in punitive damages pending a judge's final review.
Google defends YouTube as a responsibly built streaming platform, and not a social media site.

    
More trials to come on social media safety
The California verdict has much broader legal and financial implications. The case was designated as a bellwether test that might guide the resolution of other lawsuits. There are thousands of those lawsuits pending, including hundreds in California.
The New Mexico verdict may be an early indicator for lawsuits brought by other publicly elected prosecutors.

Attorneys general in more than 40 states have filed suit against Meta, claiming it is contributing to a mental health crisis among young people. Most are pursuing remedies in U.S. federal court.
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    Scientists captured female sperm whales on video working together during a birth to protect the calf
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            Scientists have captured one of the most detailed observations of a sperm whale birth ever recorded in the wild. This rare insight shows how the deep diving marine mammals reproduce and interact socially.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This 2023 photo provided by Project CETI shows female sperm whales holding a newborn calf above the water until it can swim on its own. (Project CETI via AP)]
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[image: This 2023 image provided by Project CETI shows a newborn sperm whale born off the coast of the Caribbean island of Dominica. (David Gruber/Project CETI via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Rare footage of a sperm whale giving birth has offered scientists a window into the behavior of these large, elusive mammals.
The video taken in 2023 shows female whales from two family lines working together to support the labor during critical moments and lift the newborn calf above the water. It's a level of coordination that's extremely uncommon in the animal kingdom, especially outside of primates like monkeys and humans.
"The group quite literally helps bring the calf into the world," said Oregon State University behavioral ecologist Mauricio Cantor in an email. He had no role in the new research.
Scientists want to know how whales cooperate and socialize in the wild, but it's tough to study this in animals that spend most of their time underwater. There are just a handful of sperm whale birth records from the past 60 years, and all are anecdotal accounts or from whaling boats.

    
Several years ago, researchers were studying whale communication on a boat off the Caribbean island of Dominica when they noticed something odd. Eleven whales -- most of them female -- surfaced, their heads facing one another, and started thrashing and diving above and below the water. The scientists immediately took out drones and microphones to capture the event.



    
        




    




The full delivery took about 30 minutes. For hours afterward, pairs of whales held the baby above the water until it was able to swim.

    
    
    
"This was just really a special event," said study co-author David Gruber with the Cetacean Translation Initiative, or Project CETI.
After observing the birth, the scientists created software to analyze exactly what was going on. They chronicled the sights and sounds in two studies published Thursday in the journals Scientific Reports and Science.
What struck the researchers was how many mother, sister and daughter whales united to support the new calf, even ones that weren't related. Sperm whales live in close-knit, female-led societies, and the new observations show how those dynamics persist in the animals' most significant and vulnerable moments.

    
"It's amazing to think about how, when faced with this impossible challenge, these animals come together to succeed," said study co-author Shane Gero, also with Project CETI.
Scientists also noticed that the whales made different sounds during key moments of the birth, including slower, longer sets of clicks. These noises could have aided with communication, helping the animals sync up for the birthing effort.
The findings unearth a trove of questions. How did the group of whales form in the first place? How did they know to join?
It's unclear when scientists might figure out the answers, especially when video footage is scarce and so hard to secure. But the new findings can at least partially clue us into the whales' hidden conversations.
"I think it's just exciting to think about the social lives of these animals," said biologist Susan Parks with Syracuse University, who wasn't involved with the new studies.
___
AP video journalist Mustakim Hasnath contributed to this report.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    A 3-limbed Kemp's ridley sea turtle is now being tracked at sea by satellite
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            The veterinary staff at a Florida sea turtle hospital is getting help from space to monitor the animals they return to the Atlantic Ocean. They're particularly interested in amputees. (AP Video: Cody Jackson)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A rehabilitated adult female Kemp's ridley sea turtle crawls toward the ocean during a release in Juno Beach, Fla. on Wednesday, March 25, 2026. (AP Photo/Cody Jackson)]
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[image: An adult female Kemp's ridley sea turtle is seen swimming in a tank at Loggerhead Marinelife Center after a satellite tracking device was attached to its shell in Juno Beach, Fla. on Tuesday, March 24, 2026. (AP Photo/Cody Jackson)]
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[image: Spectators watch as an adult female Kemp's ridley sea turtle is released into the Atlantic Ocean after rehabilitation in Juno Beach, Fla. on Wednesday, March 25, 2026. (AP Photo/Cody Jackson)]
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[image: Justin Perrault, left, and Sarah Hirsch attach a satellite tracking device to an adult female Kemp's ridley sea turtle at Loggerhead Marinelife Center in Juno Beach, Fla. on Tuesday, March 24, 2026. (AP Photo/Cody Jackson)]
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                                        JUNO BEACH, Fla. (AP) -- The veterinary staff at a Florida sea turtle hospital is getting help from space to monitor the animals they have rehabilitated. They're particularly interested in amputees.
Using satellite tracking devices in a collaboration between the Loggerhead Marinelife Center and the Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute, scientists are learning how well sea turtles can survive in the wild after losing a limb. 
Amelie, a Kemp's ridley sea turtle who lost her right forelimb to a predator -- most likely a shark, the center said -- was taken to the beach on Wednesday for her highly anticipated release. The turtle paused for about 30 seconds, then slowly made her way into the Atlantic Ocean as onlookers cheered.
Amelie had been rescued and brought to the center by the Inwater Research Group in Port St. Lucie, Florida, seven weeks earlier after a traumatic amputation. She underwent surgery to clean and close the wound, and was treated for pneumonia while in a tank at the center. When veterinarians deemed her healthy enough to return to the sea, they glued a tracking device to her shell.

    
An ultrasound confirmed that Amelie is developing eggs, giving researchers another reason to track her movements. 



    
        




    




Kemp's ridley turtles, the rarest of sea turtle species, are more typically found on Florida's Gulf Coast, so treating Amelie was especially significant, said Andy Dehart, the center's president and CEO. 

    
    
    
Amelie is actually the fourth amputee sea turtle being tracked by the enter, Loggerhead research director Sarah Hirsch said. They include a three-limbed turtle named Pyari who has traveled nearly 700 miles since her release in January, her tracker shows.
"We do know that they can be successful in the wild because we have seen them on our nesting beaches, but we really want to understand their dive behaviors, how they're migrating once they're back in the wild," Hirsch said.

    
The satellite tags have a saltwater switch that detects when the turtle comes up to the surface to breathe, triggering the transmission of data to the satellites. Their location appears online after a 24-hour delay. To view Amelie and other turtles tracked for various research projects, visit the Loggerhead website. 

"They've been through a lot," Hirsch said. "They've gotten a lot of medical care here, and to see them be able to go back out and contribute to the population is really rewarding."
To view Amelie and other turtles tracked for various research projects, visit the Loggerhead website. 
--
Frisaro reported from Fort Lauderdale, Florida.
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    FACT FOCUS: Only some driver's licenses usable for voter registration under the SAVE America Act




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Democratic candidate for Congress, Kat Abughazaleh, center, casts her vote in a primary election for the upcoming midterms, in Chicago, Tuesday, March 17, 2026. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)]
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            By 
            MELISSA GOLDIN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        As the Senate debates the Safeguard American Voter Eligibility Act, or SAVE America Act, misleading claims about the bill's impact on voter registration are spreading on social media, with elected officials on both sides of the aisle putting their own spin on it.
Sen. Tammy Duckworth, a Democrat from Illinois, wrote in an X post: "Under the SAVE Act, you cannot use your driver's license to register to vote. Republicans want you to buy a passport instead. If you can afford one. This is a modern-day poll tax." Sen. Mike Lee, a Republican from Utah, replied in his own X post, which included Duckworth's, "this is a lie" and cited a section of the legislation that requires states to establish their own processes for voter registration applicants who cannot provide the required proof of U.S. citizenship.
But the truth lies somewhere in the middle.

    
Here's a closer look at the facts.
CLAIM: People would not be allowed to use their driver's license when registering to vote under the SAVE America Act.
THE FACTS: This is missing context. Driver's licenses that include verification of citizenship, such as an Enhanced Drivers License (EDL), could be used for voter registration in a limited number of states if the SAVE America Act passes. It has passed the House and is now in the Senate. However, those without such a license or who live in states or territories that don't issue them would need to provide additional documentation.


"Most driver's licenses, the purpose of it is to license you to drive," said Pamela Smith, president and CEO of Verified Voting, a nonpartisan organization. "It's not designed to prove your citizenship. And so the requirement to prove your citizenship is sort of separate and beyond."

    
    
    
The SAVE America Act requires that when registering to vote in federal elections people provide "documentary proof of United States citizenship." This can include REAL ID-compliant identification that confirms citizenship, a valid U.S. passport, a military ID card, or another form of government-issued photo identification that states the applicant's place of birth. Additional documentation to prove U.S. citizenship would be required in some cases.

    
People who are legal U.S. residents but not citizens also can obtain a REAL ID. According to the Department of Homeland Security, only five states -- Michigan, Minnesota, New York, Vermont and Washington -- issue enhanced driver's licenses, which are REAL ID-compliant and prove citizenship as well as identity. Other states, such as Montana, South Dakota, Florida, and Iowa, have passed or are considering legislation that requires licenses to include citizenship markers.
"For the vast majority of Americans, a REAL ID would not be sufficient to register to vote under the SAVE Act," said Eliza Sweren-Becker, deputy director of the voting rights and elections program at the Brennan Center for Justice. "That's because most REAL IDs do not have any affirmative indication of U.S. citizenship, which is a part of what the bill would require if a REAL ID were to be used for registration."

    
Republicans, including President Donald Trump, have argued that the SAVE America Act is needed to eliminate instances of noncitizen voting, which is already illegal in federal elections and can lead to felony charges and deportation. Cases where it occurs are rare. Opponents stress that the bill's proof of citizenship requirements would create an undue burden for many voters due to obstacles such as the costs associated with obtaining a passport and processing times for government documents, including birth or marriage certificates. A recent survey found that more than 9 percent of voting-age Americans -- 21.3 million people -- cannot readily access documents proving they are citizens.
Neither Duckworth nor Lee responded to a request for comment.

The SAVE America Act was passed by the House in April 2025 and is currently being debated by the Senate. Efforts to end a Homeland Security shutdown that has caused severe travel disruptions stalled when Trump linked any deal to his push to pass the act.
___
Find AP Fact Checks here: https://apnews.com/APFactCheck.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/fact-check-save-act-identification-register-vote-d11d41b59f943bb72bcdca2d781293b7



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Oddities

    People 'bathe' in nature to get respite from chaotic news cycle
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            It might seem impossible to get away from the constant barrage of horrible news these days. But at an urban North Carolina arboretum, people are "bathing" in nature to wash away the stress. (AP Video/Allen G. Breed)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: CORRECTS SPELLING TO JC Alan Mintz smells a crushed conifer twig during a "forest bathing" session at the JC Raulston Arboretum in Raleigh, N.C., on Sunday, March 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)]
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            CORRECTS SPELLING TO JC Alan Mintz smells a crushed conifer twig during a "forest bathing" session at the JC Raulston Arboretum in Raleigh, N.C., on Sunday, March 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: CORRECTS SPELLING TO JC Forest therapy guide Shawn Ramsey, far right, leads a "forest bathing" session in a walled Japanese garden at the JC Raulston Arboretum in Raleigh, N.C., on Sunday, March 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)]
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[image: CORRECTS SPELLING TO JC Claire Jefferies reads a book in the crotch of an oak tree during a "forest bathing" session at the JC Raulston Arboretum in Raleigh, N.C., on Sunday, March 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)]
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[image: CORRECTS SPELLING TO JC A man meditates with his eyes closed during a "forest bathing" session at the JC Raulston Arboretum in Raleigh, N.C., on Sunday, March 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)]
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[image: CORRECTS SPELLING TO JC Forest therapy guide Shawn Ramsey rings a tiny brass bell during a "forest bathing" session at the JC Raulston Arboretum in Raleigh, N.C., on Sunday, March 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)]
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- For two hours, Claire Jefferies wanted to get away from the war in Iran and the rising gas prices and just commune with nature. And, so, she treated herself to a little forest bathing.
"When I'm here, it's almost like a protective bubble around me," the human resources director said amid oaks and flowering magnolias at the JC Raulston Arboretum in Raleigh, North Carolina. "It provides a shield."
The Sunday morning session was led by certified forest therapy guide Shawn Ramsey. Jingling a tiny brass bell, she called her dozen or so charges to gather for meditation, breathing exercises and to commune with nature.
"I invite you to really spend the next 10 minutes just exploring this area," she said, her own eyes closed. "Really focusing on your breath, on your footsteps. All the natural sounds around you. Maybe the manmade sounds, too. Thinking about the forest's natural rhythm and how are part of that here in this urban, forested environment."

    
Based on the Japanese wellness practice of Shinrin-yoku, the activity has been known to reduce stress, improve mood, lower blood pressure and boost the immune system.
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[image: Violinist Hyunjin Cho and cellist Efstratia Chaloulakou perform for students studying with music at Concertgebouw in Amsterdam, Netherlands, on March 5, 2026. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                A soothing study session: Students cram in Amsterdam's Concertgebouw as musicians play
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A now hiring sign sits on the side of the road in Garland, Texas, Monday, March 23, 2026. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                One Tech Tip: Here's how AI can (and can't) help you in your job hunt
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sarah Mullally waves as she leaves after the Enthronement Ceremony installing her as archbishop of Canterbury in Canterbury, England, Wednesday, March 25, 2026, the first woman ever to lead the Church of England. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Sarah Mullally celebrated as the Church of England's first female leader, in photos
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Although the arboretum is in a busy section of a growing city, Ramsey said the benefits of tuning out and getting in touch with nature are the same. She led the group of about a dozen through the various gardens, having them crush conifer twigs between their fingers and smell them, or just touch trees.

    
    
    
"You know, in this day and age, there's a lot of stress and anxiety and chaos," she said. "And people are searching for ways to kind of cope with that."
Transportation safety researcher Alan Mintz came with a friend. He had to be reminded to leave the talk of news at the entrance.
"I think it's important for people to take the opportunity to exist in natural spaces, both to unwind and relax, so that it can be easier to interact with other people," he said as he stood in the dappled light filtering through the trees. "And to take a moment to appreciate beautiful things. That way, hopefully, they can carry that forward and have more of an appreciation for other people and other cultures that they might be less experienced with."

    
Jefferies had to remind a friend to stop talking about news as they walked beneath the gently waving canopy.,

"That focus back into spending time in nature and the healing power of that, and just remembering that we're part of something bigger, that we're all connected," said the mother of a 9-year-old son. "And that what we do in our actions that we take really matter to the rest of the world. And so there's no better place to see that than here, where you can see all of the interconnectedness and the ways that this plant life naturally supports one another. Doesn't take more than they need."
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    A red fox stows away on a cargo ship, traveling from England to the US




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This Feb. 19, 2026, photo provided by the Bronx Zoo shows a red fox that stowed away on a cargo ship, crossed the Atlantic and is at the zoo on Wednesday, March 11, in New York. (Bronx Zoo via AP)]
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            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- This stowaway truly was sly as a fox. 
A red fox somehow slipped onto a cargo ship that traveled from Southampton, England, to New York, where the animal is now in the Bronx Zoo's care. 
The zoo said Wednesday that the 11-pound (5-kilogram) male fox appears healthy after early examinations. 
"He seems to be settling in well," Keith Lovett, the zoo's director of animal programs, said by phone. "It's gone through a lot."
It's not clear how the animal got on the ship full of automobiles, which left Southampton on Feb. 4, according to the zoo. U.S. Customs and Border Protection said the ship's crew discovered the furry passenger while traveling to the Port of New York and New Jersey, where the vessel arrived Feb. 18. Officials brought the fox to the zoo the next day. He's estimated to be 2 years old. 

The species, formally named Vulpes vulpes, is widespread in Europe, Asia, North America and parts of Africa. A long-term home for this fox will be found once he clears some more health screening.
For now, he's in the zoo's veterinary center. Being an omnivore, he's getting a diet of produce, proteins and some biscuit-like items. 
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    Viral phenomenon in Argentina has young people identifying themselves as animals




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                

        
        
            
                
            
        
    
        

    


            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 6 | 
            On a recent Sunday, a Buenos Aires plaza transformed into a makeshift wilderness for a group of teenagers. Some dressed as cats and foxes, perched in the branches of trees, keeping their distance from curious onlookers. It was the latest gathering of "therians," individuals who say they identify mentally, spiritually or psychologically with non-human animals. (AP video shot by: Cristian Kovadloff)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A youth jumps over other therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, during a gathering in a square in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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            A youth jumps over other therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, during a gathering in a square in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A youth wears a dog mask during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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[image: Youths climb a tree during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, at a square in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            4 of 6 | 
            Youths climb a tree during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, at a square in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Youths walk through a park during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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[image: An animal mask sits on the floor during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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            An animal mask sits on the floor during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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            ALMUDENA CALATRAVA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        BUENOS AIRES (AP) -- On a recent Sunday, a Buenos Aires plaza transformed into a makeshift wilderness for an unusual group of teenagers.
Sofia, wearing a lifelike beagle mask, ran across the grass on all fours. Nearby, 15-year-old Aguara leapt through the air, clearing an obstacle course while imitating the precise movements of a Belgian breed dog. Others dressed as cats and foxes perched in the branches of trees, keeping their distance from curious onlookers.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Youths climb a tree during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, at a square in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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It was the latest gathering of "therians," individuals who say they identify mentally, spiritually or psychologically with non-human animals. The trend has taken over Argentine social media over the past few months, gaining traction on platforms like TikTok, where the hashtag #therian has surpassed 2 million posts, with Argentina leading all other Latin American countries in engagement. The surge has drawn the attention of influencers and media outlets alike, sparking reactions that range from laughter and bewilderment to outright anger.
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[image: Violinist Hyunjin Cho and cellist Efstratia Chaloulakou perform for students studying with music at Concertgebouw in Amsterdam, Netherlands, on March 5, 2026. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]
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[image: A now hiring sign sits on the side of the road in Garland, Texas, Monday, March 23, 2026. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]
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[image: Sarah Mullally waves as she leaves after the Enthronement Ceremony installing her as archbishop of Canterbury in Canterbury, England, Wednesday, March 25, 2026, the first woman ever to lead the Church of England. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]
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15

        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




And as the movement gains traction, psychologists are stepping in to analyze the phenomenon and its place in public discourse.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Youths walk through a park during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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Aguara, who claims to identify as a Belgian Malinois and counts her age as the equivalent of two years and two months in dog years, says she's a lot like any other teenager.
"I wake up like a normal person and live my life like a normal person," she said. "I simply have moments when I like being a dog."

    
    
    
As the leader of what she calls her "pack," Aguara -- the name she identifies with -- boasts more than 125,000 followers on TikTok and coordinates regular meetups around the Argentine capital.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A youth wears a dog mask during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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Aru, a 16-year-old who wore a seal mask to the park meetup, said she considers herself part of the "otherpaw" branch of therians: individuals who wear masks and tails or move on all fours just for fun. "It's not necessarily about identifying as an animal," she said. 

    
She reckons the therian trend took off in Argentina because of the country's "fairly free" environment. For other young Argentines, the movement has provided a vital community where they can feel truly accepted.
Should parents be worried?
Debora Pedace, a psychologist and director of the Integral Therapeutic Center in Buenos Aires, acknowledged that the phenomenon generates a complex mix of confusion, laughter and even anger.

"From a psychological standpoint, this is a symbolic identification with an animal," Pedace said. "It becomes pathological or alarming only when it turns into a deeply rooted belief and the person fully assumes the role of an animal, potentially leading to self-harm or hurting others."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An animal mask sits on the floor during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/argentina-teenagers-identifying-as-animals-therians-tiktok-54d158c4842f6515e31d83a260cdf31f



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Oddities

    Raccoon goes on drunken rampage in Virginia liquor store and passes out on bathroom floor
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            A raccoon broke into a closed Virginia liquor store and drank alcohol from the bottom shelves over the weekend.
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[image: In this photo provided by Samantha Martin, a drunk raccoon is seen passed out in a liquor bathroom on Saturday, Nov. 29, 2025, in Ashland, Va. (Samantha Martin/Hanover County Protection via AP)]
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[image: In this photo provided by Samantha Martin, broken bottles are seen after a raccoon enters a liquor store on Saturday, Nov. 29, 2025, in Ashland, Va. (Samantha Martin/Hanover County Protection via AP)]
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                                        ASHLAND, Va. (AP) -- The masked burglar broke into the closed Virginia liquor store early on Saturday and hit the bottom shelf, where the scotch and whisky were stored. The bandit was something of a nocturnal menace: bottles were smashed, a ceiling tile collapsed and alcohol pooled on the floor.
The suspect acted like an animal because, in fact, he's a raccoon. 
On Saturday morning, an employee at the Ashland, Virginia-area liquor store found the trash panda passed out on the bathroom floor at the end of his drunken escapade.
"I personally like raccoons," said Samantha Martin, an officer who works at the local animal control. "They are funny little critters. He fell through one of the ceiling tiles and went on a full-blown rampage, drinking everything."
Martin said she took the raccoon back to the animal shelter, though she had her fair share of giggles along the way.

    
"Another day in the life of an animal control officer, I guess," she said.
The Hanover County Animal Protection and Shelter commended Martin for handling the break-in, and confirmed the raccoon had sobered up. 

"After a few hours of sleep and zero signs of injury (other than maybe a hangover and poor life choices), he was safely released back to the wild, hopefully having learned that breaking and entering is not the answer," the agency said. 
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    Injured mother manatee and calf are rescued in Florida and taken to SeaWorld
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            Video from the Lee County Sheriff's Office shows Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission personnel and others rescuing an injured mother manatee and her calf from the Orange River.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by Lee County Sheriff's Office, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission staffers net an injured mother manatee and her calf in the Orange River near Fort Myers, Fla., on Wednesday, Feb. 25, 2026 (Lee County Sheriff's Office via AP)]
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                                        FORT MYERS, Fla. (AP) -- An injured mother manatee and her calf were rescued this week from a river in Florida and taken to SeaWorld Orlando for rehabilitation, officials said.
Drone pilots provided the rescuers with an aerial view, guiding their boat toward the manatees on Wednesday, then buzzing overhead to document the animals being pulled from the Orange River near Fort Meyers.
Video shared by the Lee County Sheriff's Office shows the boat carrying Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission staffers first make a wide circle around the sea cows to corral them in what looks like a fishing net. 
Eventually, half a dozen people are able to heave the thrashing manatees onto the boat, sliding the mother and calf up into the open stern and the slippery deck. Sea cows can grow up to 10 feet (3 meters) long and 1,200 pounds (544 kilograms).

    
The video shows at least one manatee later being offloaded in a sling at a boat ramp. The sheriff's marine unit and advanced technology support unit assisted. Officials didn't have details about how the mother manatee was injured or their current conditions.



    
        




    




The manatees were transported to SeaWorld Orlando, the wildlife agency's Research Communications Director Kelly Richmond said. 
The mother and calf are among at least six manatees rescued in the county since Feb. 19 because of cold stress, watercraft injuries and malnutrition. Statewide, at least 24 other manatees have been rescued this year, and more than 20 rehabilitated animals have been released through the Manatee Rescue and Rehabilitation Partnership.


    
    
    
The manatee mother and calf remained under close observation Friday at SeaWorld Orlando, where the team was focused on stabilizing the mother with supportive care, including hydration, Public Relations and Community Relations Director Stephanie Bechara said in an email to The Associated Press. Both were receiving antibiotics to help ward off and treat any possible infection, Bechara said, noting that it was still very early in the rehabilitation process. 
Earlier this month, a manatee seeking warmer waters was rescued from a storm drain in Melbourne Beach. 
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    Otters enjoy a snow day in Maryland during winter storm




                    

                

            
    
        

        
        
            
                
            
        
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    A pair of otters slid into their week with an early morning romp in the snow at Baltimore's National Aquarium.


                
                
            

        
    



            

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        BALTIMORE (AP) -- A pair of otters slid into their week with an early morning romp in the snow at Baltimore's National Aquarium. 
Security cameras captured the fun around 7 a.m. at the aquarium, which described the otters as "rolling, sliding and romping through the snow" on an outside deck near the city's Inner Harbor. 
While a nor'easter blasted much of the Northeast, one of the visiting otters at the aquarium rolled on its back on the snowy deck before scampering into a running start to slide across the snow.

"Marylanders may have been fretting about the snow, but the otters visiting our Harbor Wetland exhibit were not!" the aquarium wrote in a Facebook post.
Otters are common in Maryland's rivers, marshes and tidal areas.
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    A Medicaid 'spend down' may get an older person long-term care coverage but isn't a DIY strategy




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman uses a walker as she exits an assisted living building, July 4, 2025, in Boca Raton, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)]
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                                        The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services estimates that more than half people over age 65 will need help with daily activities such as bathing, dressing or eating at some point, either for an extended period or the rest of their lives. Some research suggests that share may be as high as two-thirds. 
Yet relatively few older Americans have private long-term care coverage. AHIP, a trade association representing the U.S. health insurance industry, estimates that only 3% to 4% of Americans over 50 have an active policy that covers extended care. Medicare, the main health insurance program for older Americans, generally does not pay for continuing support services in a nursing home or assisted-living community. 
As the youngest baby boomers approach their mid-60s, many families, couples and individuals may be planning to rely on savings, unpaid caregiving arrangements or Medicaid, the joint state and federal assistance program for the poor. The first two options can prove inadequate, while qualifying for residential care under Medicaid is difficult due to the program's low income and asset limits.

    
Eldercare experts say an approach to consider, especially if the person needing care is middle-class or of modest means, is to deliberately, but systematically, put yourself or a relative into poverty so Medicaid picks up the costs of a nursing home or assisted living services sooner than later. 
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[image: Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Autoimmune diseases can strike any part of the body, and mostly affect women. Here's what to know
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Calisthenics are making a comeback. Is body weight enough to get a good workout?
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[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Gut microbiome tests are everywhere. Should you get one?
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




This is known as a Medicaid "spend down" strategy.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


In order to get someone qualified for Medicaid for nursing home care, families need to systematically, and transparently, use a family member's assets on appropriate costs in order for the strategy to work. One example would be using an older family member's dwindling assets to prepay for a funeral or to buy a burial plot.

    
    
    
Intentional poverty 
Deliberately reducing a person's income and savings to qualify for Medicaid can sound daunting. But without planning, the high cost of long-term care can quickly drain savings anyway. Assisted living and nursing home care can cost thousands of dollars a month, often forcing families to exhaust their resources before qualifying for assistance.
A 2024 study by insurance company Genworth Financial found that a home health aide cost an average of roughly $78,000 a year, while the average cost of semiprivate room in a nursing home was roughly $111,000. This is compared to the median retirement savings of 65 to 74-year-olds of $200,000, according to data from the Federal Reserve. An unplanned long-term stay in a nursing home will eat up those savings within a couple of years.

    
"There's a reasonably high likelihood that you'll need nursing care for a period of their lives, and there's a good chance you may need it for a long period of time," said Eric Carlson, director of long-term services and supports advocacy with Justice in Aging, a national nonprofit legal advocacy organization focused on older Americans. Carlson has worked on these issues for 35 years.
Medicaid eligibility for long-term or skilled nursing care is generally limited to people with low incomes and minimal assets, though the exact thresholds vary by state. In most states, an individual must have monthly income below $2,800 to $3,000 a month. A person can have no more than in $2,000 in assets for an individual, excluding certain property such as a primary residence, a vehicle and personal belongings.

    
Due to the complicated nature of Medicaid eligibility, experts say it's best to work with eldercare specialists to make sure an individual's assets are used appropriately and you don't inadvertently disqualify the person who needs assistance from accessing Medicaid.
For example, families do not want to just transfer the assets of a person needing nursing care to the bank accounts of relative to appear poor on paper. Medicaid applications often have what is known as a five-year "look back" policy, which assigns examiners to review an applicant's assets and bank accounts to see if there might have been improper transfers out of the individual's bank accounts 

    
It's important to keep track of nursing home expenses that could be applied to a spend down. They include paying out of pocket for nursing home care, hospital bills as well as personal items and clothing. An applicant can also use their remaining assets to pay down their mortgage, or other debts.
"People shouldn't be doing 'do it yourself' financial planning in these matters. It can create significant problems with a person's estate," Carlson said. "You don't want to wait until the day nursing care is absolutely necessary to make these sorts of decisions."
Because Medicaid is a joint state and federal program, states administer these programs in different ways. In New York, for example, residents whose income exceeds Medicaid limits can still qualify through an 'excess income' or spend-down program, deducting medical expenses such as doctor visits, prescriptions or home care from their income until they meet eligibility thresholds. Once that amount is reached, Medicaid covers additional care for the rest of the month. 

    
Similar 'medically needy' programs exist in more than 30 states, allowing people with high health care costs to qualify even if their income is initially too high.
Carlson recommends using resources like Justice for Aging, the Kaiser Family Foundation and other eldercare advocates at the state and local level to help navigate these issues. There are also liaisons in cities and states that work with Medicaid to walk a family through the process. 

For those who are years off from needing nursing care, make sure to create a long-term plan for this type of care, especially since most Americans are likely to need assistance with daily living eventually. One option is to buy a long-term care policy, which is typically bought by individuals or families in their late 40s or early 50s. A policy of a couple hundred dollars a month could end up paying for care that's tens of thousands of dollars a year in the future. 
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    One Tech Tip: Here's how AI can (and can't) help you in your job hunt




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A now hiring sign sits on the side of the road in Garland, Texas, Monday, March 23, 2026. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]
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                                        For many job seekers, it might seem like there's never been a harder time to find a job. 
Hiring for white-collar jobs has been especially weak, part of what economists call a "low-hire, low-fire" job market in which businesses are largely holding onto their workers while hiring remains sluggish, making it difficult for younger workers to land permanent work.
Technology is also shaking up the hiring process. Automated systems enable job seekers to easily apply to more jobs, but those same systems also makes it even tougher to get noticed. According to data from hiring platform Greenhouse, the average recruiter has 3.5 times more job applications to sift through than they did a few years earlier.
But artificial intelligence has offered job seekers new ways to stand out, such as improving resumes or helping with interview prep. Here's advice from experts on how to use technology to your benefit: 

    
Properly using AI to build your resume 
An updated resume is one of the basic tenets of a job search. AI is a great tool for revamping CVs and cover letters but experts warn that everyone else has also already realized this. 
AI "absolutely does risk reducing your job application materials to the same style as every other applicant's," said Daniel Zhao, chief economist at online job and recruitment site Glassdoor. "As a hiring manager, this is something I have seen myself in application materials that have clearly been customized using AI. For job seekers, that makes it hard for your application to stand out from your peers."
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[image: Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]
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[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]
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Instead, take it a step further by using AI to "personalize your approach" to the companies you're most interested in, recommends Daniel Chait, CEO of recruitment firm Greenhouse. You could, for example, get AI to read all of a company's reports for the past year or analyze its job openings to "help you improve your cover letter or the wording of your resume in very specific ways," he said. 

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


The myth of using keywords
A lot of people think there are secret tricks to getting a resume past the automated system that screens applications. One long-held belief is that you can add in keywords in white text, which a human won't see but a computer will. 
But the latest systems have long since moved on from that practice, said Chait. 
"There's no secret keyword you can put in, that's just wasting your time. Don't bother doing that."

    
    
    
Going beyond the resume 
You shouldn't just rely on your resume to land a job. 
"The resume is still an important part of the job search process but it is not sufficient. You need far more than your resume," said Pat Whelan, a product manager at LinkedIn. 
With the rise of AI seeping into many parts of work life, Whelan said job seekers should show off any AI skills they have. 
LinkedIn has teamed up with some AI platforms, such as Lovable and Relay.app, to certify that a user has the proficiency to use to AI to, for example, vibe code an app. 

    
Others, however, say it's more important to make sure you have basic AI skills that the office jobs of the future will require, and which can be easily transferred. 
"When the state of art is shifting so rapidly, focusing on narrow AI certifications or skills isn't as important as being thoughtful about the benefits and risks and also being able to adapt quickly," Zhao said. 

    
Look for AI guidance 
The rules of the recruitment game are changing quickly and employers are now starting to include AI in their hiring guidelines, so do check whether the company you're applying to has any rules to follow. 
Target, software company SAP, cybersecurity company Zscaler and even the British civil service are among employers that outline do's and don'ts of using AI during recruiting. Acceptable uses generally include formatting resumes, explaining technical concepts and brainstorming, while inappropriate uses include using AI to invent skills, achievements or complete assessments. 
The process, from initial application to final interview, should "be an authentic representation of your own skills, experience, and thought process. This principle is especially important in the age of AI," cloud security firm Zscaler says. 

    
Do use AI to prepare for an interview 
If you've made it through to the interview stage, AI can be a useful tool to help prep for your conversation with a hiring manager. 
Chait recommends getting the AI to tell you everything about the company, the industry, the job, the hiring manager, and the best practices of interviewing. 
Then, he advises spending an hour or two with the AI, getting it to ask you mock interview questions, which will help make sure that you've got good answers prepared for the real thing. 

    
But don't use AI as an interview cheat 
There are AI tools marketed to job seekers to help them pass remote job interviews and tests, but experts say you should avoid the temptation to use them. 
These tools typically are used to listen to the interview questions and provide answers in a window overlaid on the video call. But it's often pretty obvious to the interviewer that you're using them.
Chait said customers have told him of interviews they've done in which the applicant has responded to every single question by saying, "Let me think for a minute," before replying, making it obvious they were reading off the AI answer. 
"You're not fooling anyone," he said. 
Get ready for AI-powered job interviews: 
One emerging trend that job seekers should be ready for is the AI-powered interview. More employers are expected to start deploying bots to carry out at least the initial round of interviews, either by text chat, audio call or a video avatar. 
While the tech is still in its early days, Chait predicted AI interviews would quickly spread because they allow for a better and fairer interview experience. 
"Being comfortable with being screened by a bot first is something that will help give you an edge as a job seeker. It will make you applicable to more jobs," Chait said. 
Watching out for job scams 
AI technology is also powering employment scams on both sides of the hiring equation. 
Workers should be on the lookout for phony recruitment ads designed to con desperate people. These postings, often shared by email or through text messages, typically say a well-known company is hiring and will ask the recipient to follow a link for more information. 
But experts say you should verify that it's a real job by going directly to the hiring company's website or looking on a reputable job board to see if the job is actually posted. 
If you click the link, there's a good chance you'll end up talking to a scammer who wants to hire you for a non-existent job. They'll want you to provide identification, a social security number or bank details so they can supposedly put you on the payroll, Chait said. 
Employers, meanwhile, are increasing scrutiny for remote hires. They're learning to be wary after some companies unwittingly hired North Koreans as remote IT employees, earning money for Pyongyang. 

Job hunters should be prepared for identity verification requests from potential employers, who typically ask an applicant to take a selfie and compare it against their government-issued ID. 
LinkedIn also offers a verification service that works either by checking ID or sending a confirmation request to a work email. 
___
Is there a tech topic that you think needs explaining? Write to us at [email protected] with your suggestions for future editions of One Tech Tip.
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                    Health

    Worries about flying seem to be taking off. Here's how to cope with in-flight anxiety




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An airplane lifts off from Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport as the sun rises Monday, Feb. 3, 2025, in Arlington, Va. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Adelynn Campbell's last plane trip ended with a panic attack that she got through largely with the help of a kind flight attendant. 
That was last year -- before 67 people died in January when an American Airlines jet collided with a helicopter over Washington, D.C., in the deadliest U.S. air disaster in almost a quarter century. 
Now, Campbell is even more hesitant to book a flight.
"It's definitely spiked my concern about getting on a plane and it's making the whole situation a little more stressful than it used to be," said Campbell, 30, who manages a coffee shop in San Diego.
Being at least a little nervous about flying is understandable. As Mel Brooks once said: "If God wanted us to fly, He would have given us tickets." But for some people it causes deep anxiety that could require professional help. 
Here's a look at air travel anxiety and ways to cope with it.

    
More people seem to be nervous about flying
The evidence is anecdotal, but psychologists and flight attendants say they've seen and heard increased worries -- and not only in people who already had anxieties about flying.
"Even people who didn't have a fear of flying are talking about it, given recent events," said Jennifer Dragonette, a California-based psychologist who treats people with air travel anxieties. 
U.S. air travel was down in March and early April compared with last year, according to TSA statistics. Airlines have attributed the decline to economic uncertainty, a decline in government and corporate travel and -- yes -- concern about recent aviation incidents.
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[image: Violinist Hyunjin Cho and cellist Efstratia Chaloulakou perform for students studying with music at Concertgebouw in Amsterdam, Netherlands, on March 5, 2026. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                A soothing study session: Students cram in Amsterdam's Concertgebouw as musicians play
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A now hiring sign sits on the side of the road in Garland, Texas, Monday, March 23, 2026. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                One Tech Tip: Here's how AI can (and can't) help you in your job hunt
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sarah Mullally waves as she leaves after the Enthronement Ceremony installing her as archbishop of Canterbury in Canterbury, England, Wednesday, March 25, 2026, the first woman ever to lead the Church of England. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Sarah Mullally celebrated as the Church of England's first female leader, in photos
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FAA officials recently acknowledged they weren't doing enough to ensure air safety. Recent polling by the Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research shows that fewer Americans report feeling safe about flying this year.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Flight attendants who work planes out of the Washington, D.C., airport were particularly rattled by the January collision, said Sara Nelson, president of the Association of Flight Attendants union. Some asked for time off to process their emotions, and at least one flight attendant left the job, she said.

    
    
    
What is fear of flying?
Fear of flying -- sometimes called aerophobia -- goes beyond just being nervous about a flight. It is an intense form of anxiety that centers on certain aspects of air travel. Many aerophobes get most rattled during take-off and landing, or when they think about being locked in a plane.
Some research has suggested it affects about 25 million U.S. adults. Psychologists say it often surfaces in adulthood, developing in people who didn't mind flying as kids but grew more rattled as they aged.
In many cases, it starts when people are in their 20s or 30s, at a time they are experiencing big life changes and new responsibilities -- like getting married or becoming a parent -- and they start to think that "everything counts," said David Carbonell, a Chicago-based psychologist who authored a workbook to help people cope with flying fears.

    
A bad flight with heavy turbulence or some other problem may trigger an anxiety that persists, he said. 
Campbell, who has other forms of anxiety, developed a fear of flying a few years ago. She is transgender, and said travel can be stressful because of concerns about how she'll be treated by airport security or in other interactions.

    
Aerophobia can be complicated, Carbonell said. For many people, it's not so much a fear of crashing as it is claustrophobic feelings of being in an enclosed cabin and not having control.
Campbell said that's what she experiences: "feeling trapped and unable to breathe."
Nelson said flight attendants regularly deal with suffering passengers: "We've had people have panic attacks, and we've had to give them oxygen. It can be quite intense."

    
How to cope with flying anxiety
Statistics have long shown that airliners are probably the safest way to travel. According to the National Safety Council, the odds of dying in an airplane crash are too low to be calculated, based on 2023 statistics -- making them far, far lower than of being killed in a motor vehicle crash or, for that matter, walking on a sidewalk or crossing a street. 
But experts say you can't really reason your way out of an anxiety disorder.
Carbonell spends little time on statistics, telling patients: "I know you already looked at them all, and they're not helping you." 
For people with milder levels of aerophobia, deep breathing often works. Longer exhales help the body relax, said Dragonette, who counseled Campbell for aerophobia and other anxiety disorders at a Newport Healthcare residential facility in Temecula, California.
People suffering more extreme cases can be helped with exposure therapy. It can start by simply getting patients to become comfortable looking at photos of planes, watching videos of planes flying safely, or putting on a virtual reality headset that shows recordings of being inside a plane, Dragonette said.
It's a matter of getting patients to learn to live with their feelings and better handle them.

    
Carbonell recommends patients take practice flights that do not involve work trips or any other responsibilities. When they have symptoms, he recommends they keep a written inventory.
"They're keeping a simple count," he said. "We're using counting as a proxy for acceptance."
It's OK to ask for help
Nelson, who was a longtime United Airlines flight attendant, says: "I've had situations where I'd sort of sit in the aisle and hold someone's hand."
On a Frontier Airlines flight last year from Detroit to San Diego, Campbell tried breathing and other coping skills, but they didn't halt her panic attack. The passenger next to her noticed she was increasingly anxious, and summoned a flight attendant. 
The flight attendant took deep breaths with Campbell and helped her get through it, and also took down Campbell's phone number and checked on her a day later. 
"I was really impressed," she said.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Photography 

    At Middle Creek, timing and distance shape a photo of migrating geese




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Snow geese take off to resume their northern migration after a stopover at the Middle Creek Wildlife Management Area, Friday, March 6, 2026, in Kleinfeltersville, Pa. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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                                        MIDDLE CREEK, Pennsylvania (AP) -- Robert F. Bukaty has been a staff photographer for the Associated Press for more than 30 years. Here's what he had to say about this extraordinary photo.
Why this photo?
My assignment was to illustrate a story about the huge number of migrating snow geese that make a stopover at the Middle Creek Wildlife Management Area in rural Pennsylvania. Each spring as many as 100,000 geese overnight on the open water of a still-partially frozen manmade reservoir during their northbound journey from the Chesapeake Bay to their breeding grounds on the Arctic tundra.
Two colleagues who had visited the refuge the previous week gave me the lowdown on what to expect: Get there well before dawn because the parking lot fills up early. Then walk the half-mile trail to Willow Point and get ready for thousands of geese to become increasingly noisier until they suddenly take flight en masse around sunrise.

    
Before I set off to photograph a feature story I try to research my subject. Then I spend some time thinking about what photo gear to bring and what preparations I need to make for the weather. The one thing I try not to do is to come up with any preconceived ideas for specific pictures, with the hopes of going in with an open mind.



    
        




    




That, however, was not the case with this story. And that is why I almost blew it.
Before I arrived at Middle Creek I visualized almost this exact picture. But when I tried to make it, I discovered the birds were at least 100 yards from shore. When they took off, they certainly created an impressive spectacle - but they were just too far away, even for my 400mm lens equipped with a 2x extender.

    
    
    
I tried again the next morning. Same thing. Too far away. That's when I remembered reading that the birds were not always in a hurry to get up to the frozen tundra. They often spent the day feeding in the nearby corn fields.

    
Late in the afternoon, not far from the reservoir, I drove onto a dirt road and soon came across a couple dozen birders standing outside their parked cars. Out on the muddy farm field were several thousand geese. The closest ones were only about 40 yards away!
How I made this photo
I grabbed the 400 with the 2X and waited for blast off. I set my camera's shutter at 1/125th of a second: fast enough to freeze the action while panning with the birds, but slow enough, hopefully, to convey a little bit of the frantic energy of their flapping wings.
Why this photo works

I think this picture works because the compressed perspective of the telephoto lens shows the density of the huge flock, while at least one bird in peak action is clearly visible for the viewer to focus on.

    
        
            
                
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Snow geese take to the sky at sunrise after a stopover at the Middle Creek Wildlife Management Area, Monday, March 9, 2026, in Kleinfeltersville, Pa. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]






            
            
                

                
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                See more of Bukaty's photos 
            

        
    
      





                



    
        Birdwatchers gather before dawn to witness thousands of migrating snow geese.
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For more extraordinary AP photography, click here
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                    Photography 

    Inspired by Picasso, an AP photographer visualizes a blind person 'seeing' art




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Stefania Terre, who is blind, uses a small light on her fingers while touching a life-size reproduction of the head of Michelangelo's David as she poses for a long-exposure photograph at the Omero Tactile Museum in Ancona, Italy, Thursday, Jan. 15, 2026. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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                                        Alessandra Tarantino has been working with The Associated Press in Italy since 2005. Based in Rome, she mainly covers the Vatican, sports and politics. Here's what she had to say about this extraordinary photo.
Why this photo?
I had been wanting to make a story about blindness for a long time, but I couldn't find the right angle. Then an old friend, Giorgio Guardi, told me about the work he does with his association, Radici, which organizes inclusive tours in Rome, including tours for blind people. I didn't know much about Radici, so I participated in one of their tours - where blind, deaf and other disabled people visited Rome on a cold November day. It was particularly fascinating to see how blind people touch things, how they move their fingers and how a tour guide leads their hand over the artworks encountered along the tour.
The blind people we interviewed explained to us that it's not just touch, but many elements such as the voice of the guide, scents and the feeling of a more intimate connection with the artwork that help create the so-called tactile image.

    
While I was thinking about how to create a photo that would convey the idea of the tactile image, I remembered a famous series of photos by Gjon Mili, who in the late 40s created a series of portraits of Picasso while he traced some sketches in the air in the form of light trails. The photos were published on LIFE in 1949.
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[image: Violinist Hyunjin Cho and cellist Efstratia Chaloulakou perform for students studying with music at Concertgebouw in Amsterdam, Netherlands, on March 5, 2026. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                A soothing study session: Students cram in Amsterdam's Concertgebouw as musicians play
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A now hiring sign sits on the side of the road in Garland, Texas, Monday, March 23, 2026. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                One Tech Tip: Here's how AI can (and can't) help you in your job hunt
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sarah Mullally waves as she leaves after the Enthronement Ceremony installing her as archbishop of Canterbury in Canterbury, England, Wednesday, March 25, 2026, the first woman ever to lead the Church of England. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Sarah Mullally celebrated as the Church of England's first female leader, in photos
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How I made this photo

    
    
    
I believe that for a sighted person, it is very difficult to imagine how a blind person "sees," and I thought that with this technique, I could create an image that would give an idea of how hands explore a work of art and how this can be imagined by someone who cannot see. I asked for an opinion on this idea from the head of communications at the Museo Tattile Omero, who put me in touch with Stefania Terre, a blind woman I spoke to about my idea. I told her about Picasso, the genius photographer Mili, and how her connection with art could be transformed into another artistic creation. We met at the Museo Omero, followed Stefania on this tour and then we experimented with "the technique."

    
We had to wait until the museum closed, and the museum staff turned off all the lights. In a few seconds, we found ourselves immersed in a dense darkness. I had given Stefania a small LED light and had created a little ring with an elastic band for her to wear it on her finger. Stefania began to explore the face, to the natural size of Michelangelo's David, and I - I had previously set up the camera on a tripod - took a 24-second exposure photo. When I saw the result, I was almost moved; the face of David emerges from the darkness, with Stefania's face faintly appearing in the background, while at times, a glimpse of her hand can be seen.
I took this photo with a long exposure, the camera was set to 50 ISO and was steady on a tripod. The aperture was set to f/16 and the exposure lasted 24 seconds. During the 24 seconds, the shot captured Stefania's hand as she explored the face of David, with an LED light placed on one of her fingers, which also illuminated the statue. The little light that filtered from outside slightly illuminated her face.

    
Why this photo works
I believe this is an intriguing image that can help people see things in a different way. One of the slogans of the Museo Tattile Omero was "Forbidden not to touch," and how not just sight, but touch, can help us understand and connect with the beauty of art.

It's an unpredictable photo; you can't really know what will come out, and even though I had done some tests beforehand, the real-life situation is always unpredictable.

    
    READ MORE FROM OUR 'ONES' SERIES
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___
For more extraordinary AP photography, click here.
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                    Climate

    Uganda reintroduces rhinos into a protected area where they have been extinct since 1983
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            Ugandan wildlife authorities have reintroduced rhinos into a remote protected area where they were once poached into extinction, an event seen by conservationists as a milestone in efforts to support the recovery of a species threatened by poaching.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Rangers prepare a rhinoceros for transport from the Ziwa Rhino Sanctuary to Kidepo Valley National Park in north-eastern Uganda, Thursday, March 19, 2026. (AP Photo/Moses Dipak)]
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            Rangers prepare a rhinoceros for transport from the Ziwa Rhino Sanctuary to Kidepo Valley National Park in north-eastern Uganda, Thursday, March 19, 2026. (AP Photo/Moses Dipak)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A rhinoceros stands in a transportation crate as it is relocated to Kidepo Valley National Park in north-eastern Uganda, Thursday, March 19, 2026. (AP Photo/Moses Dipak)]
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            A rhinoceros stands in a transportation crate as it is relocated to Kidepo Valley National Park in north-eastern Uganda, Thursday, March 19, 2026. (AP Photo/Moses Dipak)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A southern white rhinoceros stands outside a transportation crate at Kidepo Valley National Park, after being relocated from a private ranch in Uganda, Tuesday, March 17, 2026. (AP Photo/Moses Dipak)]
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            A southern white rhinoceros stands outside a transportation crate at Kidepo Valley National Park, after being relocated from a private ranch in Uganda, Tuesday, March 17, 2026. (AP Photo/Moses Dipak)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A rhinoceros gets labeled at the Kidepo Rhino Sanctuary before being released to the wild in north-eastern Uganda, Thursday, March 19, 2026. (AP Photo/Moses Dipak)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            5 of 6 | 
            A rhinoceros gets labeled at the Kidepo Rhino Sanctuary before being released to the wild in north-eastern Uganda, Thursday, March 19, 2026. (AP Photo/Moses Dipak)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A truck carrying a rhinoceros in a transportation crate arrives at Kidepo Valley National Park in north-eastern Uganda, Tuesday, March 17, 2026. (AP Photo/Moses Dipak)]
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            A truck carrying a rhinoceros in a transportation crate arrives at Kidepo Valley National Park in north-eastern Uganda, Tuesday, March 17, 2026. (AP Photo/Moses Dipak)
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                                        KARAMOJA, Uganda (AP) -- Ugandan wildlife authorities have reintroduced rhinos into a remote protected area where they were once poached into extinction, an event seen by conservationists as a milestone in efforts to support the recovery of a species threatened by poaching. 
On Tuesday, two southern white rhinos from a private ranch in the East African country were reintroduced into Kidepo Valley National Park in the country's northeast. Two more rhinos in metallic crates arrived there on Thursday.
There have been no rhinos in Kidepo Valley National Park since 1983, the result of poaching. But a private ranch in central Uganda -- the Ziwa Rhino Sanctuary -- has been breeding the large mammals since 2005. That program has succeeded over the years.
"This moment marks the beginning of a new rhino story for Kidepo Valley National Park," said James Musinguzi, executive director of the Uganda Wildlife Authority. "We are deeply grateful to our conservation partners whose technical expertise, financial support and logistical contributions have made this milestone possible."

    
Local wildlife authorities collaborated with multiple conservation groups, including Global Conservation, to relocate some rhinos from Ziwa Rhino Sanctuary to another sanctuary inside Kidepo Valley National Park, more than 400 kilometers (250 miles) away. 



    
        

    


    
    




    
        


        
        
        

            

                                  

                        
                            More Stories
                        
                    

            
        
        
        
        

    

    



    

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Violinist Hyunjin Cho and cellist Efstratia Chaloulakou perform for students studying with music at Concertgebouw in Amsterdam, Netherlands, on March 5, 2026. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                A soothing study session: Students cram in Amsterdam's Concertgebouw as musicians play
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A now hiring sign sits on the side of the road in Garland, Texas, Monday, March 23, 2026. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                One Tech Tip: Here's how AI can (and can't) help you in your job hunt
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sarah Mullally waves as she leaves after the Enthronement Ceremony installing her as archbishop of Canterbury in Canterbury, England, Wednesday, March 25, 2026, the first woman ever to lead the Church of England. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Sarah Mullally celebrated as the Church of England's first female leader, in photos
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The rhinos' new habitat has fence lines, access roads and fire management infrastructure. More rhinos are expected to be relocated there later this year, including some from Kenya.

    
    
    
The rhino translocation "shows that Uganda is stable again for tourism, national parks are being protected, and Ugandans and international visitors can watch rhinos in their natural setting, which will be an incredible feat," said Jeff Morgan, executive director of Global Conservation.
Poaching remains a problem in Uganda's protected areas, although enhanced security measures have curbed incidents over the years.

Rhinos are targeted by poachers who kill them because of the high demand for rhino horn products for medicinal and other uses in parts of Asia. Studies indicate that rhino horn products sold through illegal markets sometimes fetch higher prices than gold.
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    EPA approves sale of a higher-ethanol fuel to try to lower gas prices




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A shadow is reflected on new pumps at Rich Bohnen's service station in Minneapolis on Oct. 28, 2013. (Jeff Wheeler/Minnesota Star Tribune via AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    A shadow is reflected on new pumps at Rich Bohnen's service station in Minneapolis on Oct. 28, 2013. (Jeff Wheeler/Minnesota Star Tribune via AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            MELINA WALLING

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency said Wednesday that it would temporarily allow widespread sales of a higher ethanol gas blend in a move that they hope will tamp down consumer prices that have soared since the Iran war began. 
The higher blend has been prohibited in warm weather because of concerns it could worsen smog.
"President Trump is unleashing American Energy Dominance, and today's action will directly lower prices at the pump and gives a clear demand signal to our domestic biofuels producers," U.S. Agriculture Secretary Brooke Rollins said in a statement.

    
The summer waiver for E15 has become commonplace in recent years, and both Republicans and Democrats have called for it to become year-round and permanent to lower prices at the pump. It's already allowed in some states: Iowa, Illinois, Minnesota, Nebraska, Missouri, Wisconsin and most of South Dakota, according to the Renewable Fuels Association, an ethanol trade group. The association said it's also legal in cities that require reformulated gasoline, or gasoline blended with the intent to burn more cleanly.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dave Thomas purchases gasoline at a station March 24, 2026, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley, File)]
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In Kansas, Democratic Rep. Sharice Davids has requested and been granted emergency waivers for E15 for several years, from EPA administrations under presidents of both parties. This week U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar, a Democrat from Minnesota, urged the Trump administration to take "a no-cost, immediate step" to curb rising domestic fuel costs amid the Iran war. 



    
        




    




But not all are convinced the move will substantially lower gas prices. E15 isn't available in all states and some places don't have the necessary infrastructure or enough of a supply of ethanol to ramp up use, said Kenneth Gillingham, a professor at the Yale School of the Environment who studies the impacts of transportation regulations on prices, emissions and consumer welfare. 

    
    
    
Gillingham also said the higher levels of corrosive ethanol in E15 can be a risk especially to older cars, boats and all-terrain vehicles.

    
More corn used for ethanol also means less can be used for animal feed, said Jason Hill, a professor at the University of Minnesota who studies food, energy markets and environmental consequences. That means consumers could be trading lower costs at the pump for higher costs at the grocery store. 
"I think it's difficult to see when the ledger's settled, how this is a benefit for U.S. consumers," Hill said. 
Hill said he thought the announcement was targeted more at farmers hit hard by higher prices for the diesel they use to run their equipment and by fertilizer price hikes caused by the Iran war. He said similar announcements have been made before as a way to express support for "agriculture and those who drive."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A person fuels their vehicle at a gas station March 19, 2026, in Baltimore. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough, File)]
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Gillingham also said the move comes at a cost beyond economics. 
"There's more likely to be ozone issues in the summer and some people will die," he said. "It will lead to some earlier heart attacks and it will lead to some earlier respiratory issues that wouldn't have been the case otherwise."
The oil industry has generally opposed expansion of E15, arguing that biofuel blending is costly and raises gasoline prices. But a vice president at the American Petroleum Institute wrote in a statement that they supported this move. "By temporarily easing summer fuel requirements, this action helps ensure American consumers continue to have access to affordable, reliable energy," Will Hupman said.

    
___
This story has been updated to correct U.S. Rep. Sharice Davids' party affiliation. She is a Democrat, not a Republican.
___
Follow Melina Walling on X @MelinaWalling and Bluesky @melinawalling.bsky.social.
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    Here's how to recycle those old laptops, iPhones and earbuds lying around




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Used charging cables and power adapters are piled up at a shop in Nhat Tao market, the largest informal recycling market in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, Jan. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    Used charging cables and power adapters are piled up at a shop in Nhat Tao market, the largest informal recycling market in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, Jan. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            ALEXA ST. JOHN and KIKI SIDERIS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        Many consumers are guilty of filling drawers or closets with old laptops, cellphones, fitness trackers and other electronic devices once they are no longer needed. It's hard to know where to recycle those items, or it seems costly and inconvenient.
The world generates millions of tons of electronic waste -- also called e-waste -- each year. According to the United Nations' most recent estimate, people worldwide produced 137 billion pounds (62 million metric tons) of e-waste in 2022, and only about 22% of it was properly recycled. The Environmental Protection Agency estimates that less than a quarter of e-waste is recycled in the U.S. each year.
Keeping e-waste out of landfills is important because the devices contain materials that can harm the environment. Electronics can also contain precious metals and rare earths that are hard to source, making recycling valuable to businesses.

    
        
                
                
                    

        
        
            
                
            
        
    


                

                
                
                    Been meaning to get rid of your old phone, laptop or other e-waste? From donation and resale to trade-ins and recycling programs, you've got options that actually make a difference. Just don't forget to wipe your data first.

                

                
            
        

    


"The way that we're creating and using and disposing of these devices has generated this completely unsustainable waste stream," said Rick Neitzel, an environmental health sciences professor at the University of Michigan. "And there's no signs of that abating at all. In fact, the trend continues to accelerate."
Experts say that if more consumers recycle their e-waste, it could even drive down the cost of some electronics. Here are some tips.
Why recycling e-waste is challenging -- but important
While all recycling comes with challenges, it is often more confusing to recycle e-waste than a plastic bottle or cardboard box. Common containers can be recycled curbside or in public bins, but it often takes some research to figure out where to take an electronic device.
"Cardboard comes in many shapes and sizes, but at the end of the day, it's still cardboard," Neitzel said.

    
Electronics, on the other hand, can range from a small earbud to a large refrigerator, each with different materials inside, he said. Recyclers need to be able to extract each component and material efficiently. That is a complex, energy-intensive and expensive process.
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[image: Aaralyn Holt refills bottles at Lufka Refillable Zero Waste store Wednesday, Feb. 18, 2026, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                How refill stores are changing the way we reduce waste
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Batteries are displayed in a box Wednesday, Feb. 11, 2026, in Cincinnati. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                You can give old batteries a new life by safely recycling them
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A driver waits in their car while charging their electric vehicles at an Electrify America station Oct. 9, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, File)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                What if just 1 in 10 people changed how they eat, drive, heat or shop?
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But the efforts are worth it. Components such as steel, aluminum, copper, gold, silver, plastics and even glass, can be recovered and reused, said John Shegerian, founder of Electronic Recyclers International.
Keeping harmful materials out of landfills is another incentive.
"These electronics -- which could and have historically ended up in our landfills or in other inappropriate places -- can leak all the stuff that's contained there within: Mercury, lead, cadmium, beryllium, arsenic. All these things are horrible if they get into our environmental ecosystem," Shegerian said.
Experts say recovering precious metals from devices also helps the environment by lowering the need to mine more of those resources.
Preparing your device for recycling

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A sea of electronic waste, consisting mostly of televisions, microwaves and computers, cover the landscape at Westmoreland Cleanways and Recycling, in Unity, Pa., March 24, 2017. (Dan Speicher/Pittsburgh Tribune-Review via AP, File)]
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Some consumers may be hesitant to recycle devices because of the personal data stored on them. Experts say that in order to protect your data, start with a factory reset -- not just deleting files.
Resets restore the device to its original settings and thoroughly remove data. It's important to follow the manufacturer's guidance, as each device has different steps. Wiping an Android phone, for example, requires different steps than wiping an iPhone. The Cyber Security and Infrastructure Agency provides guidance on data protection, including where to look for manufacturer instructions.
Even factory resets may leave traces of data, so some recyclers will go as far as shredding a device's hard drive -- and verify it's been destroyed. What's left goes through the recycling process.

    

Some devices can be refurbished and reused

If an item is newer and still in working condition, manufacturers may refurbish and resell it. Some charities and recyclers can also refresh devices so they can be given to those in need.
Look for major electronics and computer manufacturers that allow for their old equipment to be shipped back as part of buy-back offerings, or dropped off at a partnering site. Apple, for example, offers a credit toward a future purchase if your trade-in is current enough. Otherwise, they provide free recycling for older models.
Salvation Army and Goodwill Industries have donation programs that accept some used electronics, but it is important to check with your store to find out exactly what they need. Consumers should avoid inundating places with items that can't be sold or disposed of properly.

    

For devices at the end of their life

Even if a device can't be refurbished, manufacturers are still a good first place to check, experts say.
"The manufacturers are where we want this stuff to end up because they know their products, they know best and most efficiently how to recycle them," Neitzel said.
Retailers such as Best Buy and Staples accept devices big and small for recycling. Best Buy will also haul away televisions and larger appliances for a fee when new models are purchased, then work with electronics recyclers.
While local governments typically don't accept electronics in curbside recycling, many have drop-off locations that can be researched on their websites.

    
"Typically, if you're dropping them off at a government-run electronic waste collection station, you can be confident in that," Neitzel said.
Recycle Nation allows consumers to look specific items up and find locations in their zip code that will take those items.
Other mail-in options include Amazon and Waste Management. Consumers can order boxes to their home, fill them up with their items, and ship it back.
Some programs charge small fees. Some return sites, for example, charge a few-dollar processing fee -- such as $5 per monitor, or a set cost per the weight of returns or by the car-load if you drop off in person.
And even when a device can't be refurbished, recycling is important for the domestic supply chain of minerals and rare earths, said Terence Musho, an associate professor of engineering at West Virginia University.
He said improving the mineral recovery process and boosting recycling rates can also help consumers in another way: "It can also potentially bring down the price of your future electronics."
___
Read more of AP's climate coverage.
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                    Health

    Seven months later, the government still hasn't fixed CDC's shot-up windows




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A sign with the CDC logo is displayed at the entrance to the agency's headquarters in Atlanta on March 2, 2025. (Miguel Martinez/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP, File)]
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            By 
            MIKE STOBBE

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The federal government has not yet replaced the bullet-pocked windows that serve as a grim reminder of an attack at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention more than seven months ago, the agency's acting chief acknowledged Wednesday. 
CDC employees asked Dr. Jay Bhattacharya about the broken windows during a staff meeting, noting that the panes were papered over. 
"We're working on that," Bhattacharya said, adding that it's a priority. Another CDC official said permanent window replacement work is underway. (The Associated Press heard a recording of the meeting.)
In an email to employees after the meeting, CDC officials noted that work was beginning this month on the repairs. Each window has to be custom-made, installation is weather dependent and the project is on schedule, according to a CDC official. 
In August, a 30-year-old man fired more than 180 shots into the campus and broke about 150 windows, with bullets piercing "blast-resistant" windows and spattering glass shards into numerous rooms, according to information circulated internally at the agency.

    
The man -- Patrick Joseph White -- had been stopped by CDC security guards before driving to a nearby pharmacy and opening fire on the CDC offices. A police officer, David Rose, responded and was killed. White also died. No one at CDC was injured, though many were terrified by the attack.



    
        




    




White had blamed the COVID-19 vaccine for making him depressed and suicidal. 

    
    
    
Many employees were frustrated and underwhelmed by the response of U.S. Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., the political appointee who oversees the CDC and other federal health agencies. Kennedy made a quick weekend visit to the CDC campus to survey the damage, but did not attempt to meet with employees.
Kennedy was a leader in a national anti-vaccine movement before President Donald Trump selected him to oversee federal health agencies, and has made false and misleading statements about the safety and effectiveness of about COVID-19 shots and other vaccines.

    
Bhattacharya said he asked Kennedy to sign off on an effort to rename the CDC's road entrance after Rose, the fallen officer, and that Kennedy agreed.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Health

    Colorectal cancer is rising in younger adults. Here's who is most at risk and symptoms to watch for
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            James Van Der Beek shot to fame in the WB hit "Dawson's Creek" and in later years, mocked his own hunky persona. He revealed in 2024 that he was being treated for colorectal cancer and died Wednesday at age 48.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: James Van Der Beek arrives at the 71st Primetime Emmy Awards in Los Angeles on Sept. 22, 2019. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)]
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            James Van Der Beek arrives at the 71st Primetime Emmy Awards in Los Angeles on Sept. 22, 2019. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Actor Chadwick Boseman appears at an interview for the film, "Marshall," in Washington on Sept. 21, 2017. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais, File)]
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            Actor Chadwick Boseman appears at an interview for the film, "Marshall," in Washington on Sept. 21, 2017. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais, File)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            LAURAN NEERGAARD

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Colorectal cancer is a threat not just to older adults but increasingly to young men and women, too. It's now the top cancer killer of Americans younger than 50.
The deaths of "Dawson's Creek" actor James Van Der Beek at 48 this week, and a few years ago "Black Panther" star Chadwick Boseman at 43, highlight the risk for younger adults.
"We're now starting to see more and more people in the 20-, 30- and 40-year-old range developing colon cancer. At the beginning of my career, nobody that age had colorectal cancer," said Dr. John Marshall of Georgetown University's Lombardi Comprehensive Cancer Center, who has been a cancer doctor for more than three decades. 
That trend "is shaking us all, to be blunt," said Marshall, who is also medical consultant to the Colorectal Cancer Alliance.
Here's what to know about colorectal cancer -- at any age -- and how to protect yourself.

    
How common is colorectal cancer?
More than 158,000 cases of colorectal cancer will be diagnosed in the U.S. this year, according to the American Cancer Society. Among all ages, it's the nation's second leading cancer killer, behind lung cancer -- expected to claim more than 55,000 lives this year.
For the population overall, cases and deaths have inched down in recent years. That's thanks in part to screening tests that can spot tumors early, when they're easier to treat -- or even prevent them if precancerous growths are found and removed.
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[image: Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Autoimmune diseases can strike any part of the body, and mostly affect women. Here's what to know
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]
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[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]
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Who's most at risk?
The vast majority of colorectal cancer cases and deaths still are in people 50 and older. That older age group has seen the most progress, with deaths dropping by about 1.5% a year over the past decade, according to cancer society statistics.
But while it's still relatively rare in the under-50 crowd, their colorectal cancer diagnoses have been rising since the early 2000s.
And last month, cancer society researchers reported that colorectal cancer mortality in Americans under 50 had increased by 1.1% a year since 2005, becoming the deadliest cancer in that age group. This year, the society estimates 3,890 people under age 50 will die of it.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Risk factors at any age include obesity, lack of physical activity, a diet high in red or processed meat and low in fruits and vegetables, smoking, heavy alcohol use, having inflammatory bowel disease or a family history of colorectal cancer.

    
    
    
Marshall advises everyone to eat lots of fruits and vegetables and whole grains. "Meat's not evil" but eat less of it, he said.
And a recent study found that a three-year exercise program improved survival in colon cancer patients and reduced cancer recurrence.

    
What are the symptoms of colorectal cancer?
Symptoms include blood in stool or rectal bleeding; changes in bowel habits such as diarrhea, constipation or narrowing of stool that lasts more than a few days; unintended weight loss; and cramps or abdominal pain.
"Don't ignore symptoms. Get it checked," Marshall stressed. Survival is far more likely when colorectal cancer is diagnosed early, before it spreads.

    
When to get screened for colorectal cancer
Medical guidelines say the average person should start getting screened at age 45 -- too late for some young adults.
People known to be at higher risk are supposed to talk with their doctors about whether to start screening even earlier.
How often people need to get checked depends on the type of screening they choose. There are a variety of options, including yearly stool-based tests or colonoscopies that may be done every 10 years as long as no problems were found. There's also a newer blood test for adults 45 or older.
What's causing the colorectal cancer rise in younger adults?
No one knows what's causing the rise in cases in younger adults. But Georgetown's Marshall said many young patients lack common risk factors. He wonders if changes in young people's gut bacteria -- the microbiome -- might play a role.
Also, where cancer occurs along the question mark-shaped colon -- it starts on one side of the abdomen and swoops to the other before ending with the rectum -- influences how aggressive it is and how it's treated. Marshall said there's a marked difference in where younger and older people's tumors tend to strike, another clue being explored.

    
---

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    As demand for GLP-1 pills and shots surges, healthy habits are still key




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pedestrians take in the warmer than normal temperatures near the North Avenue Beach Pier along Lake Michigan Feb. 26, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast, FIle)]
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[image: Runners make their way through Brooklyn during the New York City Marathon, Nov. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Heather Khalifa, File)]
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[image: A dosage of Wegovy, a drug used for weight loss, is displayed in Front Royal, Va., March 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades, File)]
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            By 
            JONEL ALECCIA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        Whether they're using weekly shots or daily pills, more Americans than ever are turning to anti-obesity drugs to lose weight and boost health.
About 1 in 8 U.S. adults say they are taking a GLP-1 drug, according to a recent survey by the health research group KFF.
Just since January, more than 600,000 prescriptions have been written for Novo Nordisk's new Wegovy pill, the company said. Early analysis suggests that more than a third of users are new to the drugs, according to Truveta, a health care data company. 
But medication alone isn't the answer, experts caution. It also takes lifestyle changes -- healthy diet, exercise, adequate sleep and stress management -- to reap the biggest benefits from the drugs known as GLP-1s.
"The biggest mistake people make with GLP-1 medications is thinking the prescription is the treatment," said Dr. Katherine Saunders, an obesity medicine expert at Weill Cornell Medicine and co-founder of FlyteHealth, a weight-loss treatment company.

    
GLP-1s can spur weight loss and health benefits on their own, but the effects are larger and last longer when the drugs are combined with lifestyle changes, a recent review of nearly three dozen studies found.
Here's what experts say you should know about GLP-1 drugs and healthy habits:
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[image: Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]
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[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]
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It's not all about weight
Obesity is a big driver of chronic disease, including conditions such as heart disease and diabetes. But the focus should be overall health and not just the numbers on a scale, said Dr. Jody Dushay, an endocrinologist and obesity expert at Harvard Medical School.
"Health is what you eat, how much you move your body, what is your blood sugar, what is your blood pressure, what is your cholesterol," she said. "All of those things are really important."
The GLP-1 drugs work by targeting hormones in the gut and brain that slow digestion and target appetite and feelings of fullness. That effect "levels the playing field," said Saunders, making it easier to adopt healthy habits like eating less and moving more.
"Social media and advertising sometimes create the impression that these medications are a quick fix, but obesity is a complex, chronic, progressive disease" that requires ongoing medical management, she added.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


What does research show about GLP-1s and lifestyle changes?
The clinical trials of anti-obesity medications like Wegovy and Zepbound included structured lifestyle programs along with the medication, which are advised along with every new prescription.
That results not only in significant weight loss, but improved health markers.
A February study of more than 98,000 U.S. military veterans found that those who used a GLP-1 and adhered to six to eight healthy habits had a 43% lower risk of serious cardiovascular events such as stroke and heart attack than those who didn't use the drugs and followed three or fewer such habits.
Lifestyle habits "can substantially amplify the benefits of modern medications" noted Dr. Frank Hu, a lead author and chair of the nutrition department at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health.

    
    
    
Which changes are most important?
To maximize the benefits of GLP-1s and reduce potential side effects like nausea, vomiting, constipation and muscle loss, Dushay and other experts offer specific advice.
Maintain muscle by eating 20 grams to 30 grams of protein per meal, which could include fish, poultry, yogurt and beans. Eat more fiber and drink more water -- as much as 8 to 12 cups a day. If heartburn or nausea is a problem, avoid fried foods and spicy foods, and don't lie down after meals.
Aim for 150 minutes of aerobic exercise a week, or, ideally, about an hour a day. Add in 30 minutes of strength training two or three times a week, such as lifting weights or using resistance bands.

    
Get enough sleep -- seven to nine hours a day for a healthy adult. Take steps to reduce mental and emotional stress.

    
Finally, check in with a health care provider about your progress. The GLP-1 drugs can have rare but serious side effects, the experts noted.
"Someone really does need to keeping track of: What is the pace of your weight loss? What are your side effects? And not just mailing you a prescription every month," Dushay said.

    
___ 

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    Challenging your brain helps keep it healthy. Here's how to do it




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                

        
        
            
                
            
        
    
        

    


            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            Research increasingly shows a variety of habits and hobbies offer a helpful cognitive workout. One recent study linked lifelong learning -- things like reading, learning another language, playing chess -- to slower cognitive decline, even postponing Alzheimer's for a few years.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A section of a preserved human brain on display at the Museum of Neuroanatomy at the University at Buffalo, in Buffalo, N.Y., on Tuesday, Oct. 7, 2003. (AP Photo/David Duprey, File)]
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            By 
            LAURAN NEERGAARD

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- "Exercise your brain," experts advise people hoping to stave off dementia. But how? Stretching your brain might be the better description.
Do a crossword puzzle a day and you may just get good at crosswords. Instead, research increasingly shows that a variety of habits and hobbies are like a cognitive workout, building knowledge and skills that may beef up parts of the brain as we get older.
One recent study linked a lower risk of Alzheimer's disease and cognitive decline to lifelong learning, meaning intellectually stimulating experiences -- reading and writing, learning another language, playing chess, solving puzzles, going to museums -- from childhood into retirement.
"They kind of like stretch your brain and your thinking. You're using your different cognitive systems," explained neuropsychologist Andrea Zammit of Rush University Medical Center in Chicago, who led that study.

    
If you didn't embrace what Zammit calls cognitively enriching activities early in life, it's not too late to get started. Middle age offers an important window for protecting brain health and scientists are examining a wide range of possible ways to stay sharp, from taking up music to birdwatching and brain-training games.
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[image: Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]
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[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]
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"It's not just one activity. It's more about finding meaningful activities that you might be passionate about," Zammit said -- and sticking with them rather than dabbling.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Physical health is critical to brain health, too. That's why experts also recommend the work-up-a-sweat kind of exercise as well as controlling blood pressure, good sleep, even later-in-life vaccination.
There's no magic recipe to prevent either dementia or the normal cognitive decline of aging, cautioned Dr. Ronald Petersen, an Alzheimer's specialist at the Mayo Clinic. But lifestyle changes offer a chance to "slow down the arc of deterioration," he said.

    
    
    
Building cognitive reserve may buffer an aging brain
Zammit's study on lifelong learning study enrolled nearly 2,000 older adults, ranging from age 53 to 100, who started out dementia-free and were tracked for eight years. Researchers quizzed them about educational and other cognitively stimulating activities in their youth, middle and older ages, and administered a battery of neurologic tests. 
Some eventually were diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease -- but it struck five years later in those with the highest amount of lifelong learning compared to those with the least amount, Zammit's team reported in the journal Neurology. And staying more mentally active in middle age and beyond was linked to a slower rate of cognitive decline.

    
More interesting, Zammit said, were autopsy findings from 948 participants who died during the study: Even when their brains harbored Alzheimer's hallmarks, the more cognitively "enriched" people had better memory and thinking skills and a slower decline before their death.
That's what scientists call cognitive reserve. It means learning strengthened neural connections in various regions, helping the brain to be more resilient, able to work around damage from aging or disease at least for a while.

    
More clues that exercising the brain matters
The Rush study can't prove cause-and-effect -- it shows an association between cognitive stimulation and dementia risk. Other studies offer similar clues, such as those linking brain health to playing a musical instrument. 
Another study hinted that brain "speed training" -- using an online program that requires spotting images as a screen flashes increasing distractions -- also may help. A study funded by the National Institutes of Health now is examining if there's benefit to long-term computerized exercises that aim to improve attention and reaction time.
That brain processing speed affects how we multitask or drive, said Jessica Langbaum of the Banner Alzheimer's Institute, who isn't involved with the brain training research. For now, she advises choosing activities that help you think on your feet -- maybe joining a book club to combine solo reading with discussion and social connection. 

    
Here are other steps to lower dementia risk
Lots of chronic health problems that strike in middle age can increase the risk of later-in-life Alzheimer's or other forms of dementia. For example, high blood pressure damages blood vessels, which is bad for the heart and reduces blood flow to the brain. Poorly controlled diabetes can spur damaging inflammation in the brain.
That means key recommendations for heart health -- get regular exercise, eat lots of fruits and vegetables, avoid obesity and control diabetes, high blood pressure and high cholesterol -- also are good for brain health.
A bonus step: Get vaccinated against shingles. It not only prevents that incredibly painful rash but growing research shows the vaccinated have a lower risk of developing dementia.
___
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    Autoimmune diseases can strike any part of the body, and mostly affect women. Here's what to know
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            Ruth Wilson has lupus, nicknamed the disease of 1,000 faces for its variety of symptoms. Her journey offers a snapshot of the dark side of the immune system. Lupus is one of a rogues' gallery of autoimmune diseases that affect as many as 50 million Americans. (AP video/Shelby Lum; Animation: Hao Li)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dr. Sachin Surwase uses a microscope to view cells in the lab where he works on autoimmune research at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, Md., May 13, 2025. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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[image: Dr. Roberto Caricchio, center, director of the Lupus Center at UMass Chan Medical School, speaks to a lupus support group, Feb. 12, 2025, in Worcester, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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[image: Ruth Wilson, who has lupus, unpacks a kit to prick her finger for a blood sample to share with her doctor whenever she experiences a flare up, Jan. 12, 2025, at her home in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            4 of 6 | 
            Ruth Wilson, who has lupus, unpacks a kit to prick her finger for a blood sample to share with her doctor whenever she experiences a flare up, Jan. 12, 2025, at her home in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ruth Wilson, left, whose lupus took six years to diagnose, receives her monthly lupus-focused IV treatment at UMass Memorial Medical Center, Jan. 14, 2025, in Worcester, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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[image: Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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            Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            LAURAN NEERGAARD

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        Our immune system has a dark side: It's supposed to fight off invaders to keep us healthy. But sometimes it turns traitor and attacks our own cells and tissues.
What are called autoimmune diseases can affect just about every part of the body -- even the brain -- and tens of millions of people. While most common in women, these diseases can strike anyone, adults or children, and they're on the rise. 
New research is raising the prospect of treatments that might do more than tamp down symptoms. Dozens of clinical trials are testing ways to reprogram an out-of-whack immune system. Furthest along is a cancer treatment called CAR-T therapy that's had some promising early successes against lupus, myositis and certain other illnesses. It wipes out immune system B cells -- both rogue and normal ones -- and the theory is those that grow back are healthier. Other researchers are hunting ways to at least delay brewing autoimmune diseases, spurred by a drug that can buy some time before people show symptoms of Type 1 diabetes.

    
"This is probably the most exciting time that we've ever had to be in autoimmunity," said Dr. Amit Saxena, a rheumatologist at NYU Langone Health.
Here are some things to know.
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[image: Violinist Hyunjin Cho and cellist Efstratia Chaloulakou perform for students studying with music at Concertgebouw in Amsterdam, Netherlands, on March 5, 2026. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                A soothing study session: Students cram in Amsterdam's Concertgebouw as musicians play
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A now hiring sign sits on the side of the road in Garland, Texas, Monday, March 23, 2026. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                One Tech Tip: Here's how AI can (and can't) help you in your job hunt
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sarah Mullally waves as she leaves after the Enthronement Ceremony installing her as archbishop of Canterbury in Canterbury, England, Wednesday, March 25, 2026, the first woman ever to lead the Church of England. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Sarah Mullally celebrated as the Church of England's first female leader, in photos
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What are autoimmune diseases?
They're chronic diseases that can range from mild to life-threatening, more than 100 with different names depending on how and where they do damage. Rheumatoid arthritis and psoriatic arthritis attack joints. Sjogren's disease is known for dry eyes and mouth. Myositis and myasthenia gravis weaken muscles in different ways, the latter by attacking how nerves signal them. Lupus has widely varied symptoms including a butterfly-shaped facial rash, joint and muscle pain, fevers and damage to the kidneys, lungs and heart. 
It can even hijack the organ that makes us "us" -- the brain, with what's called autoimmune encephalitis.
They're also capricious: Even patients faring well for long periods can suddenly have a "flare" for no apparent reason.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Why autoimmune diseases are so difficult to diagnose
Many start with vague symptoms that come and go or mimic other illnesses. Many also have overlapping symptoms -- rheumatoid arthritis and Sjogren's also can harm major organs, for example. 
Diagnosis can take multiple tests, including some blood tests to detect antibodies that mistakenly latch onto healthy tissue. It usually centers on symptoms and involves ruling out other causes. Depending on the disease it can take years and seeing multiple doctors before one puts the clues together. 

    
    
    
There are efforts to improve. The National MS Society is educating doctors about newly updated guidelines to streamline diagnosis of multiple sclerosis. And scientists are discovering a growing list of rogue antibodies responsible for the memory loss, seizures, even psychosis that can signal autoimmune encephalitis. That's helping doctors better identify it.

    
How the immune system gets out of whack
The human immune system is a complex army with sentinels to detect threats like germs or cancer cells, a variety of soldiers to attack them, and peacemakers to calm things down once the danger is over. Key is that it can distinguish what's foreign from what's "you," what scientists call tolerance.
Sometimes confused immune cells or antibodies slip through, or the peacemakers can't calm things down after a battle. If the system can't spot and fix the problem, autoimmune diseases gradually develop.

    
Autoimmune diseases are often set off by a trigger
Most autoimmune diseases, especially in adults, aren't caused by a specific gene defect. Instead, a variety of genes that affect immune functions can make people susceptible. Scientists say it then takes some "environmental" trigger, such as an infection, smoking or pollutants, to set the disease into motion. 
Scientists are zeroing in on the earliest molecular triggers. For example, white blood cells called neutrophils are first responders to signs of infection or injury -- but abnormally overactive ones are suspected of playing a key role in lupus, rheumatoid arthritis and other diseases.

    
New research links a virus to lupus
Among infectious triggers, scientists already know the Epstein-Barr virus can set some people on the path to multiple sclerosis -- and new evidence links it to lupus, too.
Just about everybody gets that virus by young adulthood and after the initial infection, it still hides out, inactive, in the body. Stanford University researchers found a hiding place is in a tiny proportion of the immune system's B cells. They found that occasionally, in some people, the virus nudges certain B cells into an inflammatory state that can spur an autoimmune chain reaction.
The research doesn't explain why 95% adults have been infected with Epstein-Barr yet only a small fraction of the population gets lupus. But it's a new clue into how infections can have a lasting impact on the immune system.

    
Women are at highest risk for autoimmune diseases 
Women account for about 4 of 5 autoimmune patients, many of them young. Hormones are thought to play a role. But also, females have two X chromosomes while males have one X and one Y. Some research suggests an abnormality in how female cells switch off that extra X can increase women's vulnerability.
But men do suffer from autoimmune diseases. One especially severe one named VEXAS syndrome wasn't discovered until 2020. It mainly affects men over 50 and in addition to typical autoimmune symptoms it can cause blood clots, shortness of breath and night sweats.
Certain populations also have higher risks. For example, lupus is more common in Black and Hispanic women. Northern Europeans have a higher risk of MS than other groups.
Treatment for autoimmune diseases is complicated
According to investment research company Morningstar, the global market for autoimmune disease treatments is $100 billion a year. That's not counting doctor visits and such things as lost time at work. Treatment is lifelong and, while usually covered by insurance, can be pricey.
Not so long ago there was little to offer for many autoimmune diseases beyond high-dose steroids and broad immune-suppressing drugs, with side effects that include a risk of infections and cancer. Today some newer options target specific molecules, somewhat less immune dampening. But for many autoimmune diseases, treatment is trial and error, with little to guide patient decisions.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    Verdicts against Meta, YouTube validate concerns long raised by parents, child safety advocates




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                

        
        
            
                
            
        
    
        

    


            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            On Wednesday, a California jury awarded millions of dollars in damages to a 20-year-old woman after deciding that Meta and YouTube designed their platforms to hook young users without concern for their wellbeing.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lori Schott, center, is embraced as she holds up a photo of her daughter Annalee Schott, after the verdict in a landmark trial over whether social media platforms deliberately addict and harm children at Los Angeles Superior Court, Wednesday, March 25, 2026, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/William Liang)]
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                                        For years, parents, teenagers, pediatricians, educators and whistleblowers have pushed the idea that social media is detrimental to young people's mental health and can lead to addiction, eating disorders, sexual exploitation and suicide. 
For the first time, juries in two states took their side. 
In Los Angeles on Wednesday, a jury found both Meta and YouTube liable for harms to children using their services. In New Mexico, a jury determined that Meta knowingly harmed children's mental health and concealed what it knew about child sexual exploitation on its platforms.
Tech watchdog groups, families and children's advocates cheered the jury decisions.
"The era of Big Tech invincibility is over," said Sacha Haworth, executive director of The Tech Oversight Project. "After years of gaslighting from companies like Google and Meta, new evidence and testimony have pulled back the curtain and validated the harms young people and parents have been telling the world about for years." 

    
While it's too soon to tell if this week's outcomes will lead to fundamental changes in how social media platforms treat their young users, the dual verdicts signal a changing tide of public perception against tech companies that is likely to lead to more lawsuits and regulation. For years, they have argued that the harms their platforms cause to children are a mere byproduct, unintentional and inevitable consequences of broader societal issues or bad actors taking advantage of safeguards. They pushed against the notion that psychological harms could be the result of social media use and downplayed research that showed otherwise. 



    
        




    




When asked about whether people tend to use a platform or product more if it's addictive during his testimony in the Los Angeles trial, Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg said "I'm not sure what to say to that. I don't think that applies here."

    
    
    
The verdicts show the public's growing willingness to hold the companies responsible for harms and demand meaningful changes in how they operate. What's not apparent, at least not yet, is whether the companies will take heed. Both Meta and Google said they disagree with the verdicts and are exploring legal options, including appeals. 

    
Arturo Bejar, a former Meta engineering director who raised alarms about Instagram's harms inside the company for years before testifying in Congress in 2023, said jury trials "level the playing field" for these trillion-dollar companies. But he cautioned that it will take actual regulation to rein them in. 
"One thing that I saw working inside the company that effectively led to behavior change was when an attorney general or the FTC stepped in and required things of the company," he said. "Both New Mexico and Los Angeles and all the attorneys general that are part of this process have really an extraordinary opportunity and the ability to ask for meaningful change."
While both cases focused on harms to children, there are key differences between the two. New Mexico's lawsuit was filed by state Attorney General Raul Torrez in 2023. State investigators built their case by posing as children on social media, then documenting sexual solicitations they received as well as Meta's response. The jury was asked to determine if Meta violated New Mexico's consumer protection law. 

    
The Los Angeles case had a single plaintiff, who goes by the initials KGM, against Meta, Google's YouTube, TikTok and Snap. TikTok and Snap settled before trial. The plaintiff in this case argued that the platform design features of the two remaining defendants, Meta and YouTube, were designed to be addictive, especially for young users. Because thousands of families have filed similar lawsuits, KGM and a handful of other plaintiffs have been selected for bellwether trials -- essentially test cases for both sides to see how their arguments play out before a jury, eventually leading to a broader settlement reminiscent of the Big Tobacco and opioid trials. 
By focusing on deliberate design choices and product liability, the lawsuits were able to sidestep Section 230, which generally exempts internet companies from liability for the material users post on their services. Past lawsuits, which have focused on how the platforms distributed content, often failed on these grounds. 

    
"For the first time, courts have held social media platforms accountable for how their product design can harm users," said Nikolas Guggenberger, an assistant professor of law at the University of Houston Law Center. "This is a new legal territory that could reshape an industry long shielded by Section 230. Platforms will have to rethink their focus on engagement at any cost, which has outlived itself." 
The final outcome of the cases could take years to resolve pending appeals and settlement agreements, but experts say the shift in the public's sentiment and understanding of social media's dangers is already happening. In a 2025 Pew Research Center poll, for instance, 48% of teens said social media harms people their age. In 2022, only 32% said the same. 

    
Amid social media's reckoning, however, artificial intelligence chatbots are emerging as the next frontier in the fight to make technology safer for young people. 

"You can ban today's harm, but how do you know what tomorrow is going to bring?" said Sarah Kreps, a professor and director of Cornell University's Tech Policy Institute. Whether it's another social media app, AI or some other new technology, she added, new things will crop up.
"And people will flock to those because where there's demand you will see a supply come to meet that demand," she said. 
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    Jury finds Instagram and YouTube liable in a landmark social media addiction trial




                    

                

            
    
        

        
        
            
                
            
        
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    A jury in New Mexico found on Tuesday that the social media giant's platforms are harmful to children's mental health and imposed a $375 million penalty. While the fine is a tiny fraction of Meta's $201 billion revenue in 2025, the verdict illustrates a growing shift in the public's perception of social media companies and their responsibilities in keeping young people safe on their platforms.
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Meta and YouTube must pay millions in damages to a 20-year-old woman after a jury decided the social media giant and video streamer designed their platforms to hook young users without concern for their well being.
The California jury's decision Wednesday in a first-of-its-kind lawsuit could influence the outcome of thousands of similar lawsuits accusing social media companies of deliberately causing harm.
The plaintiff, known by her initials KGM, testified at trial that she became addicted to social media as a child and that this addiction exacerbated her mental health struggles. After more than 40 hours of deliberations, a majority of jurors agreed and awarded her $3 million in damages. 
Jurors later recommended an additional $3 million in punitive damages after deciding the companies acted with malice, oppression or fraud in harming children with their platforms. The judge has final say over how much damages are awarded.

    
It's the second verdict against Meta this week, after a jury in New Mexico determined the company harms children's mental health and safety, in violation of state law.



    
        




    




Meta, the parent of Instagram and Facebook, and Google-owned YouTube issued statements disagreeing with the verdict and vowed to explore their legal options, which include appeals. 

    
    
    
Google spokesperson Jose Castaneda said the verdict misrepresents YouTube "which is a responsibly built streaming platform, not a social media site." A Meta spokesperson said teen mental health is "profoundly complex and cannot be linked to a single app."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mary Rodee holds a photo of her son Riley after the verdict in a landmark trial over whether social media platforms deliberately addict and harm children at Los Angeles Superior Court, Wednesday, March 25, 2026, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/William Liang)]
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Peter Ormerod, an associate professor of law at Villanova University, called the verdict "a momentous development" but noted it's just "one step in a much longer saga" and that he doesn't expect to see large changes to the platforms immediately.
"I don't think it is an unequivocal victory and I think there's a long way to go before you see something akin to the master settlement that this is often analogized to in the tobacco and opioid litigation," he said. To get to that kind of significant change in the platforms' operation, Ormerod said Meta and YouTube would likely have to lose their legal arguments on appeal and additional bellwether trials, or test cases, like this one would have to go against them. 

    
Both Meta and YouTube were negligent, jury says, but Meta bears more responsibility
The jury determined that Meta and YouTube were negligent in the design or operation of their respective platforms, and that the negligence was a substantial factor in causing harm to the plaintiff. 
They also determined each company knew their platforms could be dangerous when used by a minor, and agreed that they failed to adequately warn of that danger, further contributing to the plaintiff's harm. 
Only nine of the 12 jurors had to agree on each claim against each defendant. Two jurors consistently disagreed with the other 10 on whether the companies should be held liable, but a majority of the jury agreed on all seven claims against each company. 
The jurors also decided Meta held more responsibility for harm to KGM, or Kaley, as her lawyers called her during the trial. The jury said Meta shouldered 70% of the responsibility while YouTube bore the remaining 30%. That division was reflected in the breakdown of the $3 million in punitive damages, with the jury deciding on $2.1 million from Meta and $900,000 from YouTube. 

    
Meta and YouTube were the two remaining defendants in the case. TikTok and Snap settled before the trial began. 
One juror, who did not feel comfortable sharing her full name, said to reporters outside the courtroom that Mark Zuckerberg's testimony, and how he "changed it back and forth," did not "sit well" with the jury.
She also said they landed on the $6 million in damages even though some jurors were advocating for a higher amount because they were concerned about giving the sole plaintiff a larger lump sum all at once. But the jury still wanted the companies to understand they felt their practices were not acceptable. 
"We wanted them to feel it," she said. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Attorney Mark Lanier speaks during a news conference after the verdict in a landmark trial over whether social media platforms deliberately addict and harm children at Los Angeles Superior Court, Wednesday, March 25, 2026, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/William Liang)]
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The plaintiff was on social media all day from the age of 6
Jurors listened to about a month of lawyers' arguments, testimony and evidence, and they heard from Kaley, as well as Meta leaders Zuckerberg and Adam Mosseri. YouTube's CEO, Neal Mohan, was not called to testify. 
Kaley said she began using YouTube at age 6 and Instagram at age 9. She told the jury she was on social media "all day long" as a child.
Lawyers representing Kaley, led by Mark Lanier, were tasked with proving that the respective defendants' negligence was a substantial factor in causing Kaley's harm. They pointed to specific design features they said are designed to "hook" young users, like the "infinite" nature of feeds that allowed for an endless supply of content, autoplay features, and notifications. 
The jurors were told not to take into account the content of the posts and videos Kaley viewed because tech companies are shielded from legal responsibility for posted content, based on Section 230 of the 1996 Communications Decency Act.

    
Social media identified as substantial factor in causing harm
Meta argued that Kaley's mental health struggles were not connected to her social media use and pointed to her turbulent home life. Meta also said "not one of her therapists identified social media as the cause" of her mental health issues. But the plaintiffs did not have to prove that social media caused Kaley's struggles -- only that it was a "substantial factor" in causing her harm. 
YouTube focused more on the nature of the platform, arguing that it's a video platform akin to television rather than a social media platform. The company also mentioned her declining YouTube use as she aged. According to their data, she spent about one minute a day on average watching YouTube Shorts since its inception. YouTube Shorts, which launched in 2020, delivers short-form, vertical videos with the "infinite scroll" feature that plaintiffs argued was addictive. 
Lawyers representing both platforms also pointed to their safety features and guardrails for users to monitor and customize their use. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lori Schott, center right, embraces Mary Rodee after the verdict in a landmark trial over whether social media platforms deliberately addict and harm children at Los Angeles Superior Court, Wednesday, March 25, 2026, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/William Liang)]
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The California case could influence others
The Los Angeles case was filed by a single plaintiff against Meta, YouTube, TikTok and Snap. After the latter two settled, her lawyers argued that Meta and YouTube were addictive by design, and that they especially target young users.
"The reason why this case is consequential is not the individual case, but the way that it's a bellwether test case that might guide the resolution of other lawsuits," said Sarah Kreps, a professor and director of Cornell University's Tech Policy Institute. 

"There are thousands pending, and hundreds in California. So the concern if you're a social media platform is, as this case goes, so might these others," she said. "I think the reason why they would be concerned, and I've seen this analogy with the tobacco lawsuits, is that once you have this type of verdict in one case, it just opens the floodgates for so many more."
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    Parents see hope in back-to-back rulings that social media providers failed to protect young users
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            A jury has found Meta and YouTube liable in a first-of-its-kind lawsuit that aimed to hold social media platforms responsible for harm to children using their services. (AP Video: Eugene Garcia)
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            Their children's deaths were tied to social media. Now, parents react to social media giant Meta losing two court cases where juries in different states ruled the platforms hook young users without concern for their well being.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image taken from video shows Brian Montgomery holding a photo of his son Walker Montgomery while being interviewed by The Associated Press on Wednesday, March 25, 2026, Starkville, Miss. (AP Photo)]
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    EDITOR'S NOTE -- This story includes a discussion of suicide. If you or someone you know needs help, the national suicide and crisis lifeline in the U.S. is available by calling or texting 988. There is also an online chat at 988lifeline.org.


    


Walker Montgomery was just 16 when someone pretending to be a teenage girl messaged him through Instagram and seduced him into cybersex.
Within hours he was dead. Caught up in a sextortion scheme, the Mississippi teen killed himself. 
---
EDITOR'S NOTE -- This story includes discussion of suicide. If you or someone you know needs help, the national suicide and crisis lifeline in the U.S. is available by calling or texting 988.
---
His father, Brian Montgomery, will never get over losing his son but he was among many parents celebrating this week as social media giant Meta lost two court cases where juries in different states ruled the platforms hook young users without concern for their well being.
Montgomery sees it as a reckoning.
"We're talking about the most financially sound business that the planet has ever known. This will set an expectation," said Montgomery on Wednesday after juries in New Mexico and Los Angeles found social media providers failed to protect young users. 

    
And he isn't alone. 
Other parents agree: There have been too few safeguards, and kids are suffering.



    
        




    




Verdicts show shift in public's perception
The first blow came Tuesday when jurors in New Mexico sided with state prosecutors who argued that Meta -- which owns Instagram, Facebook and WhatsApp -- prioritized profits over safety and imposed a $375 million penalty.
Then on Wednesday, jurors in a separate case in Los Angeles found that Meta and Google-owned YouTube designed their platforms to hook young users without concern for their well being. The companies issued statements vowing to explore their legal options, which includes appeals.
The verdicts illustrate a growing shift in the public's perception of social media companies and their responsibilities in keeping young people safe on their platforms.

    
    
    
For years, social media companies have disputed allegations that they harm children's mental health through deliberate design choices that addict kids to their platforms and fail to protect them from sexual predators and dangerous content. This year, several state and federal court cases are heading to trial, and while the details may vary, they all seek to hold companies responsible for what happens on their platforms.
Montgomery, not a plaintiff in either case, said the next step is legislation. "They've proven," he said of the social media industry," that they can't regulate themselves."

    
Parents sad that change is coming too late
He said his son -- an athlete who loved the outdoors -- went to bed happy before encountering a scammer from Nigeria.
"We didn't get to see him the next morning," the farmer and crop insurance salesman said, a picture of his son, taken during a duck hunting trip just months before his Dec. 1, 2022, death, displayed on his desk. 
He is struck now by a mix of joy and sadness, knowing the change he sees coming is too late for his family. "Walker's not coming back," he said. 

    
    
    
In Dedham, Massachusetts, on the outskirts of Boston, Deb Schmill, understands all too well the messy mix of emotions the rulings bring. Her daughter, Becca Schmill, was 18 in September 2020 when she died of fentanyl poisoning from drugs she purchased through a social media platform. 

    
"That's the painful part of all of this," said Schmill, also not a plaintiff in the lawsuits. "If this could have been done five years ago, 10 years ago. Things would be so different."
Her daughter's overdose happened after the teen was sexually assaulted by someone she met online and then became a victim of revenge porn. 
"She was a wonderful child, but she was just tortured," said her mother.
Efforts to keep kids safe
Like Montgomery, she has advocated for a bill aimed at protecting kids from the harms of social media, gaming sites and other online platforms. Called the Kids Online Safety Act, it has passed the U.S. Senate two years ago, but not the House.
With appeals and any settlement discussions, the cases against social media companies could take years to resolve. And unlike in Europe and Australia, tech regulation in the United States is moving at a glacial pace.
"We know, the parents know better than anyone that when we are unable to hold the social media companies accountable, children die," she said. "And it's just absurd that this is happening in our country."

    
Parents less hard-hit by tragedy are also growing wary. As Charles Halley dropped his son off at an Alameda, California, school, he explained that the fifth-grader doesn't have a phone because of concerns that social media is harmful for kids.
"The divisiveness, the beauty standard, consumerism, just everything that's wrong with society kind of packaged up and marketed to kids," he said.
He said parents are fed up and organizing in an effort to curtail the harms, although he isn't certain they can be stopped altogether. 

"People my age, younger, older, have seen what social media has done to our behavior, the way we deal with each other," he said, describing crashes caused by people who can't stay off their phones. "And I would just assume that the effect is magnified for kids whose brains are still developing, and it's just a shame to see them exposed that way.
"That's why I'm keeping my kid off social media."
---- 
Terry Chea contributed from Alameda, California. 
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                    Lifestyle

    The seafood industry bets Americans will finally eat more fish if it looks more like meat




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Tuna meatballs are displayed at the Seafood Expo North America in Boston on March 17, 2026. (J. M. Hirsch via AP)]
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            By 
            J.M. HIRSCH

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        BOSTON (AP) -- The future of fish is looking a lot like... salami? And meatballs. And fried chicken. And breakfast sausage. And, of course, spareribs and burgers. This is America, after all.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Salmon snack sticks are displayed at the Seafood Expo North America in Boston on March 17, 2026. (J. M. Hirsch via AP)]
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Welcome to the era of surreptitious seafood, an industry gamble that overcoming Americans' relative disinterest in the meat of the sea is all a matter of making fish look and taste less like, well, fish.
"Our Taiwanese magic is making tuna taste like fried chicken," said Jack Chi, a spokesman for Tuna Fresh, a Taiwan-based company that sells tuna as fried "nuggets" and breaded chicken-tender-like strips. "We wanted to be able to engage in the U.S. market, and we found that fried foods are the way."
Chi's company was one of hundreds showcasing their products at the recent Seafood Expo North America in Boston. And among the sea of smoked salmons, scallops and all manner of crustaceans, one trend stood out: The seafood being pitched to the American market is looking less and less like seafood.

    
"It's been a big trend for the last couple of years," said Justin Rogers, a sales manager with SK Food Brands in Los Angeles. Among his company's recent offerings: shrimp burgers, both slider-size and Whopper-worthy. "It makes it more palatable to people who aren't big seafood fans. Especially with things like these sliders, it gives them an entry point."
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[image: Violinist Hyunjin Cho and cellist Efstratia Chaloulakou perform for students studying with music at Concertgebouw in Amsterdam, Netherlands, on March 5, 2026. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                A soothing study session: Students cram in Amsterdam's Concertgebouw as musicians play
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A now hiring sign sits on the side of the road in Garland, Texas, Monday, March 23, 2026. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                One Tech Tip: Here's how AI can (and can't) help you in your job hunt
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sarah Mullally waves as she leaves after the Enthronement Ceremony installing her as archbishop of Canterbury in Canterbury, England, Wednesday, March 25, 2026, the first woman ever to lead the Church of England. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Sarah Mullally celebrated as the Church of England's first female leader, in photos
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The fish-skeptical American palate
Americans have a notoriously limited appetite for seafood, consuming just about 19 pounds a year -- a number that has budged only a bit in a century -- most of it as shrimp and salmon. The global average is 45 pounds, while some European countries clock in closer to 90 pounds. Iceland leads everyone with around 200 pounds per year.
Disguising seafood to appeal to Americans isn't entirely new. After all, frozen fish sticks and McDonald's Filet-O-Fish hardly scream catch of the day. But many of the newer products are an entirely different species. Or rather, are trying to be.
"It looks like a Slim Jim by design," Harbor Bell Seafoods spokeswoman Holly Phillips said of the Seattle company's salmon snack strips, available in smoked, lemon-pepper, mango and -- curiously -- original. "It doesn't smell fishy. It doesn't taste fishy."

    
If an "original" salmon snack stick doesn't taste fishy, what DOES it taste like? After a couple chewy bites, let's go with Slim Jim adjacent and move on.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Fried calamari snacks are displayed at the Seafood Expo North America in Boston on March 17, 2026. (J. M. Hirsch via AP)]
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Let fish be fish?
Not everyone thinks covert crustaceans are a good thing. 
"Eat fish that looks like fish!" says Niaz Dorry, coordinating director of the North American Marine Alliance, an advocacy group for sustainable seafood practices. "The likelihood that that fish came from a community-based, scale-appropriate entity is much higher if that fish still looks like what it was when it was swimming in the water. Factory scale and fake are the two F-words I tell everybody to avoid."
The pivot to stealthy seafood comes at a critical time for the industry. The only real growth in sales has come from the sushi counter (looking at you, Gen Z) and price hikes (not exactly helping the cause). The $24 billion market otherwise has been flat for years, with just 10% of shoppers accounting for nearly half of sales (seafood, apparently, is an all-in sort of thing).

    
Taking a lesson from sushi
Part of sushi's appeal is its blend of convenience and novelty, said Steve Markenson, vice president of research and insights for consumer marketing firm FMI. Some of the newer products may offer similar appeal, but he's not convinced it will be enough.
"The non-seafood folks -- which is about 40% of the population -- I don't know that this is really going to be appealing to them," he said. "They're not looking to necessarily add seafood into their diet."
Seafood lovers aren't a sure bet, either. That 10% of dedicated seafood shoppers want it for what it is, not cleverly disguised. "They love what they love about it," Markenson said. "They might want it seasoned up a little, but they want that full-blown salmon."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A package of salmon salami is displayed at the Seafood Expo North America in Boston on March 17, 2026. (J. M. Hirsch via AP)]
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Oddly, the most likely audience may well be the one typically most averse to seafood -- the very young, said Joshua Bickert, a seafood market reporter and analyst for Expana. "If you package it like hot dogs and hamburgers and chicken tenders, you maybe change that mindset at a younger age."

    
For Mike Simon, owner of Hialeah, Florida-based Surfsnax, it's a matter of making the foreign feel familiar. "We want to put it in a format that people are used to eating," he said as he sliced off a round of his company's salmon salami. "But it's not hiding that it's salmon."
Not so sure about that. After being cured, shaped and served like a traditional salami, his product hardly looked seaworthy. But it was tasty.
Meaty spareribs, only made of fish

    
The most audacious offering was fish spareribs from the Amazon. Brazilian tambaqui is a beefy freshwater fish that just happens to have a physique perfect for slicing into meaty, pork-like ribs. Friocenter Pescados spokesman Danillo Souza Alves was quick to point out that tambaqui sports a far higher meat-to-bone ratio on its ribs than pork. And truthfully, they do taste pretty meaty.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Brazilian tambaqui ribs, from a large, freshwater fish native to the Amazon, are displayed at the Seafood Expo North America in Boston on March 17, 2026. (J. M. Hirsch via AP)]
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"It's a finger food. You can easily eat it in stadiums for football, baseball and hockey," he said.
Well, let's not go crazy.

Americans do love a chip, however. And all manner of seafood are being turned into crackers, chips and crunchy sticks. Ina Park, a spokeswoman for the expo's Korean pavilion, was eager to introduce Balance Grow's Fried Calamari Snack, which looked like slightly malformed Utz Potato Stix. Park had other ideas.
"They taste like Cheetos," she said.
___
J.M. Hirsch is a food and travel journalist, and the former food editor for The Associated Press.
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                    Lifestyle

    Soil is the foundation of your garden. Keep it healthy!




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A sample of soil is displayed at a home on Long Island, N.Y., on Aug. 21, 2025. (Jessica Damiano via AP)]
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[image: A shovel stands in a lumpy soil bed on Long Island, N.Y., on Sept. 11, 2021. (Jessica Damiano via AP)]
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            A shovel stands in a lumpy soil bed on Long Island, N.Y., on Sept. 11, 2021. (Jessica Damiano via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A soil pH test kit is displayed at a home on Long Island, N.Y., on April 27, 2023. (Jessica Damiano via AP)]
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[image: A shovel stands in a lumpy soil bed on Long Island, N.Y., on Sept. 11, 2021. (Jessica Damiano via AP)]
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            JESSICA DAMIANO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        We all dream of it: A breathtaking, lush, verdant garden that nourishes our souls and makes us the envy of the neighborhood. And to make that dream come true, our first thoughts tend to focus on plants. But the garden is a structure, and like any structure, it requires a good foundation. That's where soil health comes in.
Soil is not just "dirt." It's a living ecosystem teeming with nutrients, organic matter and billions of organisms like bacteria, fungi, insects and invertebrates like worms. That ecosystem is estimated to be home to 59% of all life, "making it the singular most biodiverse habitat on Earth," according to a 2023 research article published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences.
Soil organisms keep harmful organisms in check, break down organic matter into natural fertilizer, distribute oxygen and aerate the soil to optimize water drainage. Keeping it healthy is paramount to your garden's success.

    
Make sure your soil meets plants' moisture needs
Before planting, assess your soil's structure. Sand drains too quickly, while heavy clay retains too much water. Neither will properly meet most plants' moisture requirements.
Improve either soil type by spreading 3-4 inches (8-10 centimeters) of compost, leaf mold or well-rotted manure over the area, then use a broad fork to gently turn it in 6-12 inches (15-30 centimeters) deep. 
Don't overdo it; the end result should be lumpy, not powdery.
Aggressive turning or tilling harms microorganisms, kills beneficial insects and earthworms, increases erosion, removes air pockets, releases carbon into the atmosphere and brings dormant weed seeds to the surface, where conditions are perfect for their growth. It also moves nutrient-rich topsoil down, replacing it with less-fertile soil from below.
In subsequent years, simply spread the organic matter over the soil and allow it to work its way down naturally as it decomposes.
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[image: Violinist Hyunjin Cho and cellist Efstratia Chaloulakou perform for students studying with music at Concertgebouw in Amsterdam, Netherlands, on March 5, 2026. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]
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[image: A now hiring sign sits on the side of the road in Garland, Texas, Monday, March 23, 2026. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]






        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                One Tech Tip: Here's how AI can (and can't) help you in your job hunt
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sarah Mullally waves as she leaves after the Enthronement Ceremony installing her as archbishop of Canterbury in Canterbury, England, Wednesday, March 25, 2026, the first woman ever to lead the Church of England. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]
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Check your soil pH
What is your soil's pH level? Each plant type thrives only within a specific pH range. Learn your plants' target range, then check your soil's value with a home test kit. If its level is outside the ideal range, raise it by incorporating garden lime or lower it with elemental sulfur, following the dosing directions on the package label. 
While you're at it, check nutrient levels to ensure the soil is rich in nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium -- the three essential macronutrients for plant health. The results will guide your fertilizer strategy. You can buy a separate test kit or look for a combination pH-nutrient kit. Both are inexpensive and widely available. Alternately, call your local cooperative extension office; many provide soil tests and guidance for a nominal fee.

    
    
    
Healthy soil doesn't happen overnight
For the best results, focus on building soil health slowly rather than relying on quick fixes, which are typically short-lived. This means opting for slow-release fertilizers and organic matter, such as compost, rather than using fast-release synthetic fertilizers. Save fast-release options for emergencies when you need to resolve a nutrient deficiency quickly to save a plant.
Avoid walking on soil in beds, borders and the lawn. Doing so risks compacting the soil, which closes vital air pockets, inhibits water flow and makes it difficult for roots to grow through. Most plants growing in compacted soil will be stunted or otherwise fail to thrive.
Bare soil leads to erosion, nutrient deficiencies, moisture loss and the death of microorganisms. It also rolls out the welcome mat for weeds. Plant something or cover the soil with a thick layer of undyed organic mulch like shredded bark, wood chips, straw or dry leaves.

    
Spread 2-3 inches (5-8 centimeters) of mulch around plants in beds and borders, too. It will retain moisture, keep soil temperature even and discourage weeds. Just keep it a couple of inches away from plant crowns and stems to avoid rotting.

    
___

Jessica Damiano writes regular gardening columns for The Associated Press. She publishes the award-winning Weekly Dirt Newsletter. Sign up here for weekly gardening tips and advice.
___
For more AP gardening stories, go to https://apnews.com/hub/gardening.
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                    Lifestyle

    The Dubai chocolate craze is now about much more than bars




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pieces of Dubai chocolate bars are displayed in New York on Friday, Sept. 26, 2025. (Katie Workman via AP)]
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[image: Pieces of Dubai chocolate by Chocolove are displayed in New York. (Katie Workman via AP)]
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[image: Leonessa Dubai chocolate bars are displayed in New York. (Katie Workman via AP)]
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            Leonessa Dubai chocolate bars are displayed in New York. (Katie Workman via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pieces of Dubai chocolate appear in a Lindt shop in Aachen, Germany on Nov. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Niemann, File)]
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            KATIE WORKMAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Some flavor crazes flirt with us and fade. Others stay and make themselves at home.
It's too soon to tell for sure, but the Dubai chocolate movement seems to have put down roots and is spreading at a brisk clip. The sweet flavors and thick texture that have made Dubai chocolate bars a hit are morphing into other kinds of confections too.
Let's back up for a minute. The original and now-classic Dubai chocolate bar was created by Fix Chocolatier in the United Arab Emirates in 2021, and by 2023 had exploded on social media. Rich and indulgent, it features a thick, milk chocolate shell usually encasing a creamy pistachio (and often tahini) filling mixed with crispy, shredded, phyllo-like pastry called kadayif.
Global brands and small bakers alike are riffing on the concept, translating it to croissants, milkshakes and more. Fillings range from peanut butter and jelly to s'mores to matcha.

    
"I don't call this a 'trend' anymore -- it's a whole new thing," said Din Allall, whose family business, The Nuts Factory, has about 150 U.S. stores featuring nuts, dried fruits and candies.
The craze has even contributed to a pistachio shortage this year, the Iranian nut producer Keinia has reported. It said the primary reason for the shortage is "the explosive surge in demand fueled by the viral 'Dubai chocolate' TikTok trend, compounded by underlying supply constraint."
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[image: Violinist Hyunjin Cho and cellist Efstratia Chaloulakou perform for students studying with music at Concertgebouw in Amsterdam, Netherlands, on March 5, 2026. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]
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[image: A now hiring sign sits on the side of the road in Garland, Texas, Monday, March 23, 2026. (AP Photo/LM Otero)]
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[image: Sarah Mullally waves as she leaves after the Enthronement Ceremony installing her as archbishop of Canterbury in Canterbury, England, Wednesday, March 25, 2026, the first woman ever to lead the Church of England. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)]
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Globally, Google searches for "Dubai chocolate" shot up quickly at the start of the year before peaking in March. They've remained elevated since then, according to Google Trends.

    
    
    
Allall carries 12 flavors of Dubai chocolate bar, as well as chocolate- and pistachio-covered Dubai dates, Dubai-coated roasted nuts, a layered Dubai chocolate strawberry parfait, and a Dubai Golden Chocolate bar infused with edible 24-karat gold for $79.99 (their regular 6.5-ounce bars sell for $18.99).
It's not just the flavors that make Dubai chocolate different, Allall says, but the bar's structure too -- "huge, thick, with lots of filling."

    
Big retailers and restaurants have gotten on board
Trader Joe's carries a Dubai chocolate bar made by Patislove. IHOP introduced a limited-time Dubai pancake stack in some locations in August. Baskin-Robbins has some Dubai-inspired ice cream products on its menu, while Costco sells a range of Dubai chocolate confections, including a Dubai chocolate cake. Walmart and QVC also sell Dubai chocolate.
Swiss chocolate giant Lindt has a bar, and drew crowds when it debuted a limited number of them in Europe last fall.
"For me, it's the crunch," said Erica Lefkowits, who was buying some Dubai chocolate recently in Dublin. "The chocolate is soft and melty, and the filling is creamy, and then the crunch of the kadayif. It's all about the texture. Plus, it's sugar."
She was a little annoyed at the price, higher than your average chocolate bar. Part of Dubai chocolate's appeal, though, is the way it feels simultaneously indulgent and worldly. Pistachios, rose, saffron and cardamom bring luxury, travel and exoticism to the chocolate party.
In the U.S., Dubai chocolate is still a relatively niche product. In the 52 weeks ending June 28, U.S. retail sales of pistachio-filled chocolate totaled $822,900, according to the market research company NielsenIQ. By comparison, sales of all chocolates totaled $16.27 billion.

    
Still, demand for Dubai chocolate is growing much faster than demand for other varieties. Unit sales of pistachio-filled chocolates were up 1,234% compared to the previous year, NielsenIQ said, while unit sales of all chocolates fell less than 1%.
Despite the price, "I've never seen a single item sell like this in my 50 years of retailing," said Stew Leonard, Jr., CEO of Stew Leonard's grocery stores in the New York metropolitan area. The chain introduced the BeeMax Dubai chocolate bar in March, watched it fly out the doors, he said, and then launched their own house-branded version (made by the company Chocopologie).
They've introduced a Dubai chocolate gift box for the holidays, which includes teeny Dubai ice cream cones, Dubai pralines and two bars. 

    
Some other widely distributed brands in the U.S. are Moda, Magno and Leonessa. Other iterations of Dubai chocolate include Chocolove's little candies and Matteo's Coffee Syrups' sugar-free chocolate coffee syrup.
___

Katie Workman writes regularly about food for The Associated Press. She has written two cookbooks focused on family-friendly cooking, "Dinner Solved!" and "The Mom 100 Cookbook." She blogs at https://themom100.com/. She can be reached at [email protected].
___
For more AP food stories, go to https://apnews.com/hub/recipes
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    At Pentagon Christian service, Hegseth prays for violence 'against those who deserve no mercy'




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth listens as President Donald Trump speaks during the swearing in for Homeland Security Secretary Markwayne Mullin in the Oval Office of the White House, Tuesday, March 24, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, hosting his first monthly Christian worship service at the Pentagon since the Iran war began, prayed Wednesday to have "every round find its mark."
"Every month it is fitting to be right here," he told the gathered civilian employees and uniformed military personnel. "All the more fitting this month, at this moment, given what tens of thousands of Americans are doing right now." 
He read a prayer he said was first given by a military chaplain to the troops who captured then-President Nicolas Maduro of Venezuela.
"Let every round find its mark against the enemies of righteousness and our great nation," Hegseth prayed during the livestreamed service. "Give them wisdom in every decision, endurance for the trial ahead, unbreakable unity, and overwhelming violence of action against those who deserve no mercy."

    
Hegseth frequently invokes his evangelical faith as head of the armed forces, depicting a Christian nation trying to vanquish its foes with military might.
"I pursued my enemies and overtook them, and did not turn back till they were consumed," he read from the Psalms on Wednesday.



    
        




    




During the expanding Iran war and global conflicts, Hegseth's Christian rhetoric has drawn renewed scrutiny, including his past defense of the Crusades, the brutal medieval wars that pitted Christians against Muslims.
Statements of faith are common in American public life, across political parties and religious traditions. Pentagon aides and Hegseth's defenders pull examples from history, such as President Franklin D. Roosevelt's support of giving Bibles to troops. Hegseth regularly cites George Washington, who pushed to establish the military chaplain corps.

    
    
    
Hegseth often goes beyond standard calls for God to bless the country or its troops. Last week, he asked Americans to pray for service members "in the name of Jesus Christ." On Wednesday, he again prayed in Jesus' name. 

    
Ronit Stahl, author of "Enlisting Faith: How the Military Chaplaincy Shaped Religion and State in Modern America," said referring to God in broad language is not unusual in this context. "But the shift towards the specificity of Jesus Christ and therefore Christianity and in Hegseth's case, a particular form of Protestant Christianity, is new, especially coming from the defense secretary."

    
    
    
Stahl, a historian at the University of California at Berkeley, said, "In a nation with no establishment of religion per the Constitution, what does it mean to have a leader being not just broadly religious or religious in a pluralistic sense, but religious in a very particular sense?"

    
Advocacy group files lawsuit
Hegseth belongs to the Communion of Reformed Evangelical Churches, a conservative network co-founded by the self-described Christian nationalist Doug Wilson. CREC pastors have appeared at Hegseth's Pentagon services at least three times, including Wilson who preached there in February. 
A lawsuit was filed Monday over the services by Americans United for Separation of Church and State. The advocacy group filed a similar suit against the Labor Department, where Secretary Lori Chavez-DeRemer hosts monthly prayer gatherings inspired by Hegseth.
The suit seeks to enforce a public records request from December, asking the Pentagon for internal communications about the worship services, their cost, guests and any complaints received from employees.
"Secretaries Hegseth and Chavez-DeRemer are abusing the power of their government positions and taxpayer-funded resources to impose their preferred religion on federal workers," Rachel Laser, president and CEO of Americans United, alleged in a statement. "Even if these prayer services are presented as voluntary, there is pressure on federal employees to attend in order to appease their bosses."
'Making the chaplain corps great again'
Military chaplains typically provide worship services within the defense department. As ordained clergy and commissioned officers, they minister from their specific tradition, but provide spiritual care to troops of any faith or no faith.
Hegseth announced Tuesday two reforms in what he has described as "making the chaplain corps great again." He wants chaplains to focus more on God and less on therapeutic "self-help and self-care." In recent years, the military has become increasingly dependent on chaplains to help address the growing numbers of troops in mental health distress.

    
In a video message, he said chaplains would no longer wear their rank on their uniform but instead be identified by religious insignia. He argued the move would remove "unease or anxiety" service members have about approaching officers for spiritual care.
He also said the military is reducing the number of faith codes, or religious affiliations, that it recognizes. The military will now use 31 religious affiliations, down from more than 200, which included many small Protestant denominations as well as identifications for Wiccans, atheists and agnostics. 

    
The Pentagon did not respond to several requests for more information about the changes. The Defense Department has not yet released the updated list of religious affiliation codes.
The military is religiously diverse, and nearly 70% of troops identify as Christian, according to a 2019 congressional report. Nearly a quarter of troops were listed as "other/unclassified/unknown," with small percentages of atheists/agonistics, Jews, Muslims and adherents of Eastern religions.
A turning point in Hegseth's faith
At Wednesday's worship service, Veterans Affairs Secretary Doug Collins, an Air Force chaplain and Southern Baptist pastor, preached a folksy message on overcoming fear and following Jesus. Collins, a former congressman, continues a pattern of only evangelicals presiding at Hegseth's services.
Hegseth began hosting worship at the Pentagon in May 2025, when his Tennessee pastor, Brooks Potteiger, preached. Potteiger will soon relocate to Washington, D.C., to take the helm of Christ Church DC, a new CREC congregation that Hegseth has attended.
Hegseth, raised Baptist, has said he experienced a turning point in his faith in 2018. He started attending an evangelical church in New Jersey; its pastor preached at the Pentagon last year.
He and his wife soon relocated to a suburb of Nashville, Tennessee, to enroll their children in a classical Christian school affiliated with the CREC. They began attending Potteiger's CREC church, Pilgrim Hill Reformed Fellowship.
Hegseth mentioned his Pentagon worship services at a gathering of Christian broadcasters in February: "We mostly do it because I need it more than anybody else."
"We hear a lot from the 'freedom from religion' crowd. They hate it," he said. "The left-wing shrieks, which means we're right over the target." 
___
AP reporter Konstantin Toropin contributed to this report.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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    Pete Hegseth's Christian rhetoric draws renewed scrutiny after the US goes to war with Iran




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth speaks to members of the media during a press briefing at the Pentagon in Washington, Thursday, March 19, 2026. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Since becoming defense secretary, Pete Hegseth has found no shortage of ways to bring his strand of conservative evangelicalism into the Pentagon. 
He hosts monthly Christian worship services for employees. His department's promotional videos have displayed Bible verses alongside military footage. In speeches and interviews, he often argues the U.S. was founded as a Christian nation and troops should embrace God, potentially risking the military's secular mission and hard-won pluralism. 
Now the defense secretary's Christian rhetoric has taken on new meaning after the U.S. and Israel went to war with Iran, an Islamic theocracy. 
"The mullahs are desperate and scrambling," he said at a recent Pentagon press briefing, referring to Iran's Shiite Muslim clerics. He later recited Psalm 144, a passage of Scripture that Jews and Christians share: "Blessed be the Lord, my rock, who trains my hands for war and my fingers for battle." 

    
Hegseth has a history of defending the Crusades, the brutal medieval wars that pitted Christians against Muslims. In his 2020 book "American Crusade," he wrote that those who enjoy Western civilization should "thank a crusader." Two of his tattoos draw from crusader imagery: the Jerusalem Cross and the phrase "Deus Vult," or "God wills it," which Hegseth has called "the rallying cry of Christian knights as they marched to Jerusalem." 



    
        




    




Matthew D. Taylor, a visiting scholar at Georgetown who studies religious extremism and has been a frequent Hegseth critic, said, "The U.S. voluntarily going to war against a Muslim country with the military under the leadership of Pete Hegseth is exactly the kind of scenario that people like me were warning about before the election and throughout his appointment process."

    
    
    
Taylor said Hegseth's rhetoric and leadership "can only inflame and reinforce the fears and deep animosity that the regime in Iran has towards the U.S."

    
When asked whether Hegseth views the war in Iran in religious terms, a Defense Department spokesperson pointed to a recent CBS interview in which Hegseth seemed to confirm as much.
"We're fighting religious fanatics who seek a nuclear capability in order for some religious Armageddon," Hegseth said of Iranian leaders. "But from my perspective, I mean, obviously I'm a man of faith who encourages our troops to lean into their faith, rely on God."
Allegations US military commanders cited biblical prophecies remain unverified
Generations of evangelicals have been influenced by their own version of Armageddon and the end of the world, circulated by books like the "Left Behind" series and "The Late Great Planet Earth," or the horror film "A Thief in the Night." Some evangelicals espouse prophecies in which warfare involving Israel is key to bringing about the return of Jesus. 
Christian Zionist pastor John Hagee, head of Christians United for Israel, said of the Iran war, "Prophetically, we're right on cue." 
The co-founder of Hegseth's denomination, however, does not teach this theology. Pastor Doug Wilson of the Communion of Reformed Evangelical Churches identifies as a postmillennialist, meaning he believes most of the apocalyptic events of the Bible have already happened, paving the way for the gradual Christianization of the world before Christ's return. 

    
Hegseth has not said the Iran war is part of Christian prophecy. Yet days after the conflict began, claims went viral that U.S. military commanders were telling troops the war fulfilled biblical prophecies around Armageddon and the return of Christ.
The Associated Press has not been able to verify these claims, which stem from one source: Mikey Weinstein, the head of the Military Religious Freedom Foundation, a watchdog group. Based on allegations Weinstein said he received from hundreds of troops, 30 Democratic members of Congress asked the Pentagon inspector general to investigate.
In an interview with the AP, Weinstein declined to provide documentation or the original emails he received from service members. He said troops were afraid of retaliation, so they would not speak to the media, even if their identities remained protected. 
Three major religion watchdog groups -- the Freedom From Religion Foundation, the Anti-Defamation League and the Council on American-Islamic Relations -- said they have not received similar complaints. The Pentagon declined to comment on the allegations. 

    
Hegseth wants to reform the military chaplain corps
Hegseth's church network, the CREC, preaches a patriarchal form of Christianity, where women cannot serve in leadership, and pastors argue that homosexuality should be criminalized. Hegseth last year reposted a video in which a CREC pastor opposed women's right to vote. Wilson, its most prominent leader, identifies as a Christian nationalist and preached at the Pentagon in February at Hegseth's invitation. 
Both Wilson and Hegseth have questioned Muslim immigration to the United States. Wilson argues the country should restrict Muslim immigration in order to remain predominantly Christian. In "American Crusade," Hegseth lamented growing Muslim birth rates and that Muhammad was a popular boys' name in the U.S.

    
As head of the armed forces, Hegseth has overseen changes that are in line with his conservative Christian worldview, including banning transgender troops, curtailing diversity initiatives and reviewing women in combat roles. 
Youssef Chouhoud, a political scientist at Christopher Newport University, said, "The intrusion of Christian nationalist policy, not just Christian nationalist rhetoric ... that is what's troubling."
Hegseth has pledged to reform the military's chaplain corps, which provides spiritual care to troops of any faith and no faith at all. He scrapped the 2025 U.S. Army Spiritual Fitness Guide and wants to renew chaplains' religious focus, which he said in a December video message has been minimized "in an atmosphere of political correctness and secular humanism." 
Rabbi Laurence Bazer, a retired U.S. Army colonel and chaplain, said it risks making service members feel like outsiders when the language of military leadership draws exclusively from one faith tradition. 
"The U.S. military reflects the full diversity of this country -- people of every faith step forward to serve," Bazer said in a statement. "That diversity is a strength worth protecting." 
___
AP reporter Konstantin Toropin contributed to this report. AP reporter Peter Smith contributed from Pittsburgh. 
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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    Juez en EEUU sopesa si Venezuela puede usar fondos del gobierno venezolano para pagar su defensa




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Bosquejo de una artista que muestra al expresidente venezolano Nicolas Maduro en un tribunal, el jueves 26 de marzo de 2026, en Nueva York. (Elizabeth Williams via AP)]
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                                        NUEVA YORK (AP) -- Un juez estadounidense presiono el jueves al gobierno de Donald Trump sobre su fundamento para impedir que el gobierno de Venezuela pague los honorarios legales del expresidente Nicolas Maduro en el juicio por narcotrafico que se le sigue en Nueva York.
Mientras Maduro y Cilia Flores, su esposa y coacusada, observaban vestidos con uniformes de carcel, sus abogados argumentaron que Estados Unidos esta violando los derechos constitucionales del mandatario depuesto al impedir que se utilice dinero del gobierno venezolano para cubrir los gastos legales de la pareja. El gobierno de Estados Unidos no ha dejado que fluyan los fondos debido a las sanciones contra el pais sudamericano.
El juez Alvin Hellerstein pregunto por que el argumento de la fiscalia sigue vigente, ahora que las relaciones entre Estados Unidos y Venezuela se han relajado un poco. Desde la captura de Maduro por fuerzas militares de Estados Unidos en enero, ambas naciones han restablecido relaciones diplomaticas, Washington ha flexibilizado las sanciones economicas sobre la industria petrolera venezolana y Estados Unidos ha enviado a un encargado de negocios a Caracas.

    
"Hemos cambiado la situacion en Venezuela", observo Hellerstein, insinuando que el argumento para seguir bloqueando los fondos de la defensa tambien ha cambiado. "El objetivo y la necesidad primordiales actuales y el derecho constitucional es el derecho a la defensa".



    
        




    




Sin embargo, no emitio un fallo ni dijo cuando lo haria.

    
    
    
Mientras simpatizantes y opositores se manifestaban afuera del tribunal, Maduro y Flores hicieron su primera aparicion en el tribunal desde una lectura de cargos en enero, en la que el declaro: "Soy inocente. Soy un hombre decente, el presidente constitucional de mi pais". Flores tambien se ha declarado inocente.
Una acusacion formal de 25 paginas senala a Maduro y a otros de trabajar con carteles de la droga y miembros de las fuerzas armadas para facilitar el envio de miles de toneladas de cocaina a Estados Unidos. Ambos tambien estan acusados de ordenar secuestros, golpizas y asesinatos de quienes les debian dinero del narcotrafico o socavaban su operacion de trafico. Si son declarados culpables, podrian ser sentenciados a cadena perpetua.
Maduro y Flores se encuentran encarcelados en Brooklyn, y ninguno ha solicitado ser liberado bajo fianza. Hellerstein aun no ha fijado una fecha de juicio.

    
Manifestaciones antes de la audiencia judicial
En una escena ruidosa afuera del tribunal de Manhattan, grupos diversos de manifestantes corearon consignas, hicieron sonar bocinas y golpearon tambores y cencerros. Entre los criticos de Maduro, una persona agitaba un cartel que decia "Maduro, pudrete en prision". Del otro lado de una barrera metalica, la gente sostenia carteles que decian "Liberen al presidente Maduro".
El jueves temprano en Caracas, cientos de personas se reunieron en una plaza publica, incluyendo simpatizantes del partido gobernante, empleados estatales y miembros de milicias civiles. Uno de los asistentes, el jubilado Eduardo Cubillan, dijo que estaba alli para rezar por Maduro y Flores y condenar la violacion de la soberania de Venezuela durante la operacion del 3 de enero.

    
"Nosotros esperamos que en los Estados Unidos, si es verdad que existe la justicia, se de un juicio que conduzca a la libertad del presidente Maduro porque ese secuestro vulnero los principios internacionales del derecho y queremos que se haga justicia", expreso Cubillan, de 80 anos.
Maduro, de 63 anos, y Flores, de 69, siguen contando con cierto apoyo en Venezuela, con murales y vallas publicitarias en toda la capital, Caracas, que exigen su regreso. Pero aunque el partido gobernante de Maduro sigue en el poder, el ha sido borrado lentamente del gobierno de Delcy Rodriguez, la presidenta encargada de Venezuela.
Rodriguez ha reemplazado a altos funcionarios, incluido el fiel ministro de Defensa de Maduro y el fiscal general. Ha reorganizado organismos, ha nombrado embajadores y ha eliminado principios del autoproclamado movimiento socialista que ha gobernado Venezuela durante mas de dos decadas.

    
En el tribunal neoyorquino el jueves, Hellerstein interrumpio al abogado de Flores, Mark Donnelly, cuando se refirio a ella como "la primera dama", diciendole: "En este tribunal no se usaran titulos".
Cuando la audiencia estaba terminando, Maduro levanto dos dedos en forma de "V", un gesto que se ha convertido en un simbolo en Venezuela, representado en murales con el lema "Nosotros Venceremos" desde que lo mostro al llegar a Nueva York en enero.
"Hasta manana", dijo, estrechando la mano de su abogado Barry Pollack antes de que los agentes lo escoltaran fuera.

    
El financiamiento de la defensa legal, un tema clave al inicio
En el tribunal, el fiscal federal adjunto Kyle Wirshba senalo que las sanciones, vigentes mucho antes de que Maduro y Flores fueran acusados, se debieron a denuncias de que el gobierno de Maduro reprimia la libertad de expresion y saqueaba la riqueza venezolana.
Permitirles usar fondos del gobierno venezolano para defenderse en un caso que surge de esa conducta "socavaria las sanciones", dijo Wirshba.
Estados Unidos ha dicho que Maduro y Flores pueden usar fondos personales para pagar a sus abogados. Ellos han dicho que no tienen dinero.
Pollack, el abogado de Maduro, sostuvo que si a su cliente le asignaran defensores publicos, investigar y preparar su caso agotaria recursos legales destinados a personas que no pueden pagar sus propios abogados. Eso no tiene sentido, sostuvo, en "un caso en el que hay alguien distinto del contribuyente estadounidense listo, dispuesto y capaz de financiar esa defensa".
Pollack queria que se desestimara el caso, pero Hellerstein descarto hacerlo, al menos por ahora, diciendo que no queria considerar "un paso tan serio" cuando hay otro remedio disponible. El juez dijo que Pollack podria retomar la solicitud si el Departamento del Tesoro no cede en su decision de impedir que Venezuela pague los honorarios legales de Maduro.
En un escrito judicial presentado el mes pasado, Pollack dijo que la Oficina de Control de Activos Extranjeros del Departamento del Tesoro, que administra las sanciones, cambio de postura respecto de una decision para permitir que Venezuela pagara sus honorarios legales. La oficina aprobo el acuerdo el 9 de enero, indico Pollack, pero lo revoco sin explicacion menos de tres horas despues.
El caso se centra en cargos de narcotrafico
Durante una reunion de gabinete el jueves en Washington, Trump acuso a Maduro de ser un "importante proveedor de drogas que entran a nuestro pais".
Trump aseguro que a Maduro se le daria "un juicio justo".
Tras la salida de Maduro, la vida cotidiana para la mayoria de los venezolanos sigue siendo la misma.

Muchos empleados del sector publico ganan apenas unos 160 dolares al mes, mientras que el trabajador promedio del sector privado percibe alrededor de 237 dolares. El ano pasado, la tasa anual de inflacion se disparo a 475%, segun el Banco Central de Venezuela, lo que deja el costo de los alimentos y otros bienes esenciales fuera del alcance de muchos.
___
Garcia Cano reporto desde Caracas. El periodista de The Associated Press Dave Collins en Hartford, Connecticut, contribuyo a este despacho.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Venezuela pide a Trump que levante las sanciones para impulsar la inversion extranjera




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Una bandera estadounidense ondea de nuevo en la embajada de Estados Unidos en Caracas, Venezuela, el sabado 14 de marzo de 2026, siete anos despues de haber sido arriada cuando Washington y Caracas rompieron relaciones diplomaticas en 2019. (AP Foto/Ariana Cubillos)]



        

        
        
            
                    Una bandera estadounidense ondea de nuevo en la embajada de Estados Unidos en Caracas, Venezuela, el sabado 14 de marzo de 2026, siete anos despues de haber sido arriada cuando Washington y Caracas rompieron relaciones diplomaticas en 2019. (AP Foto/Ariana Cubillos)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            POR 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        CARACAS (AP) -- La presidenta encargada Delcy Rodriguez pidio el martes al gobierno de Donald Trump que levante en su totalidad las sanciones contra de Venezuela y destaco que las licencias para operar en el pais sudamericano no son suficientes para dar a los inversionistas internacionales la seguridad juridica necesaria a largo plazo.
"Hemos pedido al presidente Trump para los inversionistas, no solamente para Venezuela que lo necesita, que no haya sanciones contra Venezuela ni contra su economia", dijo Rodriguez durante un acto televisado con inversores locales y extranjeros en el palacio presidencial de Miraflores.
"Una licencia no es, no da, ni brinda la certidumbre necesaria para una inversion a largo tiempo", acoto la mandataria, citando como ejemplo el caso del gigante energetico Chevron Corp. que por anos ha estado a merced de licencias temporales y en ocasiones ha tenido que cesar sus operaciones en Venezuela al llegar a su fin la vigencia de esos permisos.

    
Las licencias le han permitido a Chevron bombear y exportar petroleo venezolano pese a las sanciones vigentes desde 2019. En algunas ocasiones, sin embargo, las licencias unicamente le permitieron a la petrolera estadounidense hacer mantenimiento preventivo a sus instalaciones en Venezuela.



    
        




    




Venezuela tiene las mayores reservas probadas de petroleo del mundo, que fueron las impulsoras de la otrora economia mas fuerte de America Latina. Sin embargo, la corrupcion, la mala gestion y las sanciones economicas de Estados Unidos hicieron que la produccion disminuyera de manera constante.

    
    
    
Las licencias del Departamento del Tesoro proporcionan un alivio especifico a las sanciones, pero no las eliminan por completo.
"Definitivamente debemos entre ambos gobiernos crear las verdaderas condiciones para que las inversiones en el pais puedan desarrollarse a corto, mediano y a largo tiempo tambien", insistio Rodriguez.

    
Tras el operativo militar que depuso y capturo al entonces presidente Nicolas Maduro el 3 de enero pasado, la administracion de Trump ha flexibilizado las sanciones a Venezuela de forma limitada, permitiendo a las empresas de Estados Unidos hacer negocios con la corporacion estatal Petroleos de Venezuela S.A: (PDVSA). Tambien emitio una licencia que autoriza transacciones con Minerven, la compania estatal de extraccion de oro, una senal clara de la intencion de Trump de ejercer un mayor control sobre los recursos naturales del pais sudamericano.
Desde entonces los vinculos entre ambos paises se han acrecentado, a la vez que los gobiernos de Washington y Caracas acordaron tambien restablecer las relaciones diplomaticas rotas en 2019. 

La flexibilizacion de las sanciones se da ademas en un contexto en el que el gobierno venezolano busca impulsar la inversion extranjera en el pais a traves de una nueva ley para el sector petrolero y minero, entre otros instrumentos legales que regulan esas actividades tras anos de severas restricciones.
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    Iran y EEUU endurecen sus posturas sobre negociaciones para poner fin a la guerra




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: El domo de hierro israeli dispara para interceptar misiles de Iran sobre Tel Aviv, Israel, el jueves 26 de marzo de 2026. (AP Foto/Ohad Zwigenberg).]
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[image: Manifestantes progubernamentales ondean banderas iranies mientras uno sostiene una imagen del lider supremo, el ayatola Mojtaba Jamenei, durante un acto en una plaza en el oeste de Teheran, Iran, el 25 de marzo de 2026. (AP Foto/Vahid Salemi)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            Manifestantes progubernamentales ondean banderas iranies mientras uno sostiene una imagen del lider supremo, el ayatola Mojtaba Jamenei, durante un acto en una plaza en el oeste de Teheran, Iran, el 25 de marzo de 2026. (AP Foto/Vahid Salemi)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Los miembros de una familia que huyo de los ataques israelies en el sur de Libano, sentados en torno a una hoguera en el exterior de la tienda de campana que usan como refugio, en Beirut, Libano, el 25 de marzo de 2026. (AP Foto/Emilio Morenatti)]
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                                        DUBAI, Emiratos Arabes Unidos (AP) -- Iran y Estados Unidos parecian estar en un punto muerto el jueves al endurecer sus respectivas posturas en lo relacionado a las conversaciones de alto el fuego, aumentando la posibilidad de una nueva escalada en la guerra en Oriente Medio mientras miles de soldados estadounidenses mas se dirigian a la region.
En tanto, el presidente estadounidense Donald Trump extendio hasta el 6 de abril su plazo para que Iran reabra el estrecho de Ormuz. Teheran, por su parte, fortalecia su control sobre la crucial via fluvial al tiempo que Israel enviaba mas tropas hacia el sur del Libano para combatir al grupo politico-militar Hezbollah, que cuenta con el respaldo de Iran.
En Israel, las sirenas advirtieron la llegada de andanadas de misiles iranies, mientras las naciones del golfo trabajaban para interceptar proyectiles. Se reportaron intensos bombardeos en la capital y otras ciudades de Iran.

    
En una guerra que parece definida por quien puede soportar mas dolor, Estados Unidos ha cambiado constantemente sus objetivos declarados, como garantizar que los programas nucleares y de misiles de Iran ya no sean una amenaza y poner fin al apoyo de Teheran a los grupos armados de la region. En un momento dado, Washington tambien presiono por el derrocamiento del gobierno teocratico de la Republica Islamica.



    
        




    




Aunque la campana de Estados Unidos e Israel ha golpeado duramente al ejercito y al gobierno de Iran, abatiendo a lideres de alto rango y atacando decenas de objetivos, Teheran continua disparando misiles y no hay senales de un levantamiento en contra del gobierno.

    
    
    
Para el liderazgo irani, en cambio, el simple hecho de resistir el embate podria considerarse una victoria. Podria estar a la espera de que Estados Unidos retroceda si continua agitando a la economia mundial con su control asfixiante sobre el estrecho de Ormuz, el cual ha interrumpido los envios de petroleo y gas natural y ha elevado los precios de la energia y otros bienes en todo el mundo.

    
A falta de una solucion negociada, Washington necesitaria de una escalada espectacular para poner fin a los ataques de Iran y restablecer el libre flujo de bienes a traves del estrecho, por donde, en tiempos de paz, transita el 20 % de todo el petroleo y el gas natural comercializados en todo el mundo. Iran rechazo la propuesta de alto el fuego que le presento Estados Unidos, mientras enlistaba sus propias demandas.
Trump ha prometido atacar centrales electricas iranies si la Republica Islamica no reabre por completo el estrecho antes de la fecha limite. 
Iran ha amenazado con tomar represalias contra la infraestructura vital de la region, como las instalaciones de desalinizacion, si Trump mantiene su promesa. El mandatario estadounidense afirmo que aplazo la fecha limite para la reapertura del estrecho de Ormuz debido a que las negociaciones para poner fin al conflicto van "muy bien".
Pero un bloque arabe afirmo el jueves que Iran ahora cobra peaje a los buques para garantizar su paso seguro por el estrecho.

    
Iran opera el estrecho de Ormuz como una "cabina de peaje"
Iran ha cerrado el estrecho a embarcaciones que considera vinculadas al esfuerzo belico de Estados Unidos e Israel, pero deja pasar a cuentagotas a otros buques. Durante una reunion de gabinete, Trump dijo el jueves que Iran esta dejando pasar a algunos buques petroleros como muestra de buena voluntad para las conversaciones.
Jasem Mohamed al-Budaiwi, secretario general del Consejo de Cooperacion del Golfo, un bloque de seis naciones arabes, afirmo que Iran cobra por el paso seguro.
Lloyd's List Intelligence califico la medida como un "regimen de 'cabina de peaje de facto'", asegurando que al menos dos embarcaciones han pagado en yuanes, la moneda china.
El control de Teheran sobre el estrecho y los implacables ataques a la infraestructura energetica del Golfo Persico han disparado mas del 40% el precio del crudo Brent, referente internacional, desde el inicio de la guerra.
Israel afirmo que abatio al jefe de la Armada de la Guardia Revolucionaria irani, Alireza Tangsiri, y al jefe de inteligencia naval del pais, Behnam Rezaei. Segun el ministro israeli de Defensa, Israel Katz, Tangsiri era responsable de los bombardeos que han impedido que la navegacion por el estrecho de Ormuz. Iran no reconocio de inmediato las muertes.

    
Trump afirma que Iran necesita "tomar en serio" las negociaciones
Con Pakistan como intermediario, Washington ha entregado a Iran una "lista de acciones" de 15 puntos, confirmo el jueves el enviado de Trump, Steve Witkoff, calificandola como un marco para un posible acuerdo de paz. Witkoff senalo que habia "fuertes indicios" de que Estados Unidos podria "convencer a Iran de que este es el punto de inflexion, al no tener una mejor alternativa que mas muerte y destruccion".
Un dia despues de decir que Iran quiere llegar a un acuerdo, Trump publico el jueves en redes sociales que Teheran necesita "tomar en serio pronto" las negociaciones para el fin de la guerra "antes de que sea demasiado tarde".
Press TV, el canal de la television estatal irani en ingles, reporto que Iran tiene su propia propuesta de cinco puntos, que incluye indemnizaciones y el reconocimiento de su soberania sobre el estrecho de Ormuz .

    
Pero el ministro irani de Asuntos Exteriores, Abbas Araghchi, dijo en una entrevista en la televisora estatal que su gobierno no ha entablado conversaciones para poner fin a la guerra y no planea hacerlo. Araghchi afirmo que Estados Unidos habia intentado enviar mensajes a Iran a traves de otras naciones, "pero eso no es una conversacion ni una negociacion".
Egipto tambien actua como intermediario, segun el ministro de Asuntos Exteriores egipcio, Badr Abdelatty, quien dijo el jueves que su pais ve un deseo de ambas partes "de calma, de explorar negociaciones".
Mientras tanto, un grupo de buques --entre ellos, el USS Tripoli-- se acercaba a Oriente Medio con unos 2.500 marines a bordo. Ademas, se ha ordenado el despliegue a la region de al menos 1.000 paracaidistas de la 82da Division Aerotransportada, entrenados para aterrizar en territorio hostil para asegurar territorio clave y aerodromos.
Ali Bahreini, el principal enviado de Iran ante instituciones de la ONU en Ginebra, advirtio el jueves que cualquier intento de Estados Unidos e Israel de montar una invasion terrestre seria un "grave" error.
Ataques aereos israelies mientras Iran dispara a Israel y a sus vecinos
El ejercito israeli informo el jueves del despliegue de la 162da division hacia el sur del Libano, sumandose a los miles de soldados que ya se han desplazado a la zona desde que estallo la guerra. Israel afirma que la invasion, de duracion indefinida, tiene como objetivo proteger a las localidades de su frontera norte contra los ataques de Hezbollah y expulsar al grupo de la zona.
Israel tambien dijo que, a primera hora del jueves llevo a cabo una oleada de ataques contra infraestructura irani. Tambien se reportaron intensos bombardeos en los alrededores de Isfahan, una ciudad que alberga una importante base aerea irani y demas infraestructura militar, asi como una de las instalaciones nucleares de Iran.
Testigos dijeron a The Associated Press que no hay electricidad en algunas zonas de la capital, Teheran, aunque aun no se han publicado informes oficiales. Ya se habian reportado previamente los sonidos de fuertes ataques y el sobrevuelo de aviones de combate.
Fuertes estruendos se escucharon en todo Israel luego de repetidos ataques desde Iran. El servicio de emergencias de Israel dijo que un hombre de unos 30 anos murio cerca de la ciudad costera septentrional de Nahariya, tras una oleada de proyectiles desde Libano. En Emiratos Arabes Unidos se reporto el deceso de dos personas por la caida de restos de un misil interceptado sobre Abu Dabi.
Mas de 1.900 personas han muerto en Iran desde el inicio de la guerra, dijo el viceministro de Salud Ali Jafarian, en declaraciones a Al Jazeera.
Dieciocho personas han fallecido en Israel, mientras que tres soldados israelies tambien han muerto en Libano. Al menos 13 efectivos del ejercito de Estados Unidos han sido abatidos. Mas de una docena de civiles en la Cisjordania ocupada y en Estados arabes del golfo tambien han muerto.
De acuerdo con las autoridades, mas de 1.100 personas han muerto en Libano. En Irak, donde grupos armados respaldados por Iran han ingresado al conflicto, han muerto 80 miembros de las fuerzas de seguridad.
___

Rising informo desde Bangkok. Los periodistas de The Associated Press Julia Frankel en Jerusalen, Rod McGuirk en Melbourne, Australia, Jamey Keaten en Ginebra y Giovanna Dell'Orto en Miami contribuyeron a este despacho.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/iran-eeuu-israel-trump-libano-e0450dd8d2e01ffda2229a7d5037095a



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	




feed_0/article_0/images/img1_u15.jpg





feed_0/article_1/images/img1_u7.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img1_u27.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img2_u17.jpg





feed_0/article_0/images/img2_u15.jpg





cover.jpg
2 Associated Press






feed_0/article_9/images/img1_u25.jpg





feed_0/article_31/images/img2_u8.jpg





feed_0/article_31/images/img3_u3.jpg





feed_0/article_31/images/img1_u21.jpg





feed_0/article_36/images/img2_u14.jpg





feed_0/article_36/images/img1_u41.jpg





feed_0/article_9/images/img2_u30.jpg





feed_0/article_38/images/img1_u5.jpg





feed_0/article_39/images/img3_u6.jpg





feed_0/article_39/images/img4_u3.jpg





feed_0/article_39/images/img1_u37.jpg
27 WAk 2025 10:
wa

87:05 brains?

87:08 THEWITNESS: Yeah. | don't






feed_0/article_39/images/img2_u18.jpg





feed_0/article_37/images/img2_u7.jpg





feed_0/article_37/images/img3_u22.jpg





feed_0/article_37/images/img1_u42.jpg





feed_0/article_17/images/img1_u39.jpg





feed_0/article_10/images/img1_u34.jpg





feed_0/article_38/images/img2_u29.jpg





feed_0/article_10/images/img2_u25.jpg





feed_0/article_19/images/img9.jpg





feed_0/article_30/images/img3_u16.jpg





feed_0/article_30/images/img6_u2.jpg





feed_0/article_30/images/img1_u4.jpg





feed_0/article_30/images/img2_u4.jpg





feed_0/article_30/images/img4_u6.jpg





feed_0/article_30/images/img5_u8.jpg





feed_0/article_37/images/img5_u7.jpg





feed_0/article_37/images/img4.jpg





feed_0/article_28/images/img1_u46.jpg
3 /k
? (‘
£





feed_0/article_28/images/img2.jpg





feed_0/article_17/images/img5_u6.jpg





feed_0/article_17/images/img3_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_17/images/img4_u12.jpg





feed_0/article_17/images/img2_u22.jpg





feed_0/article_23/images/img1_u48.jpg





feed_0/article_23/images/img2_u3.jpg





feed_0/article_15/images/img3_u10.jpg





feed_0/article_24/images/img1_u29.jpg





feed_0/article_21/images/img2_u12.jpg





feed_0/article_21/images/img3_u20.jpg





feed_0/article_21/images/img1_u12.jpg





feed_0/article_15/images/img1_u6.jpg





feed_0/article_15/images/img2_u34.jpg





feed_0/article_44/images/img1_u32.jpg





feed_0/article_12/images/img1_u43.jpg





feed_0/article_43/images/img3_u9.jpg





feed_0/article_43/images/img4_u9.jpg





feed_0/article_21/images/img4_u10.jpg





feed_0/article_21/images/img5_u4.jpg





feed_0/article_21/images/img6_u5.jpg





feed_0/article_41/images/img3_u7.jpg
o zE s
Nsino: 9 9%





feed_0/article_41/images/img4_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_41/images/img1_u22.jpg





feed_0/article_41/images/img2_u11.jpg





feed_0/article_41/images/img5_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_19/images/img7.jpg





feed_0/article_19/images/img2_u26.jpg





feed_0/article_19/images/img3_u11.jpg





feed_0/article_48/images/img3_u17.jpg





feed_0/article_19/images/img1_u24.jpg





feed_0/article_48/images/img1_u23.jpg





feed_0/article_26/images/img1_u2.jpg





feed_0/article_48/images/img2_u16.jpg





feed_0/article_19/images/img5_u5.jpg





feed_0/article_19/images/img8.jpg





feed_0/article_19/images/img6.jpg





feed_0/article_19/images/img4_u13.jpg





mastheadImage.jpg
Associated Press





feed_0/article_22/images/img1_u13.jpg





feed_0/article_25/images/img3_u19.jpg





feed_0/article_25/images/img4_u16.jpg





feed_0/article_11/images/img2_u31.jpg





feed_0/article_11/images/img3_u21.jpg





feed_0/article_11/images/img1_u10.jpg
OSCARSE

b





feed_0/article_46/images/img1_u14.jpg





feed_0/article_29/images/img1_u3.jpg





feed_0/article_16/images/img2_u13.jpg





feed_0/article_25/images/img1_u33.jpg





feed_0/article_16/images/img3_u13.jpg





feed_0/article_25/images/img2_u23.jpg





feed_0/article_46/images/img2_u20.jpg





feed_0/article_16/images/img1_u35.jpg





feed_0/article_11/images/img6_u3.jpg





feed_0/article_13/images/img1_u28.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img4_u5.jpg





feed_0/article_22/images/img3_u4.jpg





feed_0/article_20/images/img1_u31.jpg





feed_0/article_22/images/img4_u14.jpg





feed_0/article_18/images/img1_u17.jpg





feed_0/article_22/images/img2_u19.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img2_u10.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img3_u18.jpg





feed_0/article_27/images/img1_u30.jpg





feed_0/article_11/images/img4_u4.jpg





feed_0/article_11/images/img5_u3.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img1_u40.jpg





feed_0/article_43/images/img1_u9.jpg





feed_0/article_43/images/img2_u5.jpg





feed_0/article_40/images/img4_u15.jpg





feed_0/article_34/images/img1_u8.jpg





feed_0/article_33/images/img1_u26.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img4_u7.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img5.jpg





feed_0/article_47/images/img1_u47.jpg





feed_0/article_13/images/img2_u32.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img3_u24.jpg





feed_0/article_13/images/img3_u23.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img6_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img1_u18.jpg





feed_0/article_40/images/img2_u9.jpg





feed_0/article_32/images/img2_u27.jpg





feed_0/article_40/images/img3_u15.jpg





feed_0/article_40/images/img1.jpg





feed_0/article_42/images/img4_u11.jpg





feed_0/article_42/images/img2_u24.jpg





feed_0/article_42/images/img3_u12.jpg





feed_0/article_42/images/img1_u16.jpg





feed_0/article_45/images/img1_u11.jpg





feed_0/article_45/images/img2_u33.jpg





feed_0/article_34/images/img3_u8.jpg





feed_0/article_34/images/img2_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img1_u45.jpg





feed_0/article_4/images/img3_u14.jpg





feed_0/article_4/images/img4_u17.jpg
= g/%?é‘!





feed_0/article_4/images/img1_u19.jpg





feed_0/article_4/images/img2_u6.jpg





feed_0/article_5/images/img1_u20.jpg





feed_0/article_2/images/img1_u36.jpg





feed_0/article_35/images/img2_u28.jpg





feed_0/article_35/images/img3_u5.jpg





feed_0/article_35/images/img1_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img4_u8.jpg
’ J\ standara screening | . ——— ‘—.w
1 —






feed_0/article_3/images/img5_u9.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img3_u2.jpg
LINE o=
E
. STARTS






feed_0/article_3/images/img6_u4.jpg
Security Checkpoint
All Gates






feed_0/article_3/images/img2_u21.jpg





feed_0/article_6/images/img1_u44.jpg





feed_0/article_6/images/img2_u2.jpg





feed_0/article_8/images/img1_u38.jpg





feed_0/article_6/images/img5_u2.jpg





feed_0/article_6/images/img3.jpg





feed_0/article_6/images/img4_u2.jpg





