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Politics
Trump orders TSA officers be paid as Congress remains stalemated
The president is claiming emergency powers to act, sidestepping Congress.

A Transportation Security Administration agent and passengers at Los Angeles International Airport on Monday. (Caroline Brehman/Reuters)


By Emily Davies, Marianne LeVine, Theodoric Meyer | 2026-03-27
President Donald Trump said Thursday that he was ordering officials to pay Transportation Security Administration officers despite Congress's failure to appropriate funds, claiming emergency powers to act during the congressional stalemate.
"Because the Democrats have recklessly created a true National Crisis, I am using my authorities under the Law to protect our Great Country, as I always will do!" Trump wrote on Truth Social. "Therefore, I am going to sign an Order instructing the Secretary of Homeland Security, Markwayne Mullin, to immediately pay our TSA Agents in order to address this Emergency Situation."
The White House did not immediately respond to questions about what legal authority Trump was employing for his order.
The move sidesteps Congress as millions of air travelers face record security delays, largely because of staffing problems at TSA. It follows more than five weeks of gridlock on Capitol Hill that have left TSA officers working without pay, prompting some to call out and triggering widespread disruptions as millions of Americans travel for spring break. The chaos at airports has intensified pressure on Capitol Hill and at the White House to resolve the impasse over the Department of Homeland Security budget.
Democrats have refused to fund DHS unless Republicans accept new limits on federal immigration agents -- including requiring judicial warrants to enter private property, restricting operations near schools and hospitals, and barring agents from wearing masks.
Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) said Thursday night that he gave Trump credit for taking action to pay TSA agents more than 40 days after much of DHS shut down. He did not say whether he would keep senators in Washington to continue negotiating or send them home for a scheduled two-week recess.
"Obviously it takes the immediate pressure off, but it's a short-term solution," Thune told reporters.
Sen. Joni Ernst (R-Iowa) praised Trump on the Senate floor for moving to pay TSA agents and urged Democrats to work with Republicans to "fund the rest of DHS to fully protect our homeland."
Thune had outlined Trump's plan to Republican senators in a closed-door lunch earlier in the day, according to four people familiar with his comments who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private conversations.
Sen. John Neely Kennedy (R-Louisiana) said that Senate Republicans were told at the lunch  that the White House had decided to move forward with unilateral action, but that he later spoke with White House officials and was told that was not accurate.
He lamented the lack of a strategy.
"I think part of the problem that we have in the Senate Republican Conference is we've got a whole lot of chefs, and they apparently don't know what they're doing," Kennedy told reporters.
Trump this week rejected a potential deal over proposed restrictions on immigration agents, and he has repeatedly looked for ways to strong-arm the Democrats into folding. On Sunday, he wrote on social media that Republicans should not "make any deal" until Democrats support the voting bill known as the Save America Act, which Senate Democrats unanimously oppose. That same day, he ordered ICE agents to deploy to major airports to help manage security lines, but the effort has done little· to alleviate delays.
Trump also called Thune on Thursday morning to insist that he get rid of the Senate filibuster, the senator told reporters. Thune has repeatedly ruled out scrapping the filibuster rules, which set a 60-vote threshold to advance most legislation. Republicans control the Senate, 53-47, forcing them to secure the votes of at least seven Democrats to pass legislation to reopen DHS.
Democrats have also pledged to use the filibuster to block the Save America Act, a voting bill that Trump has demanded the Senate pass. The bill would require Americans to prove their U.S. citizenship when they register to vote and to show photo identification to vote, among other provisions.
Democratic and Republican senators have been negotiating with the White House for more than a month on a deal to reopen DHS. The intensity of the talks has picked up this week, with the two sides trading proposals.
Senate Republicans offered this week to strip the bill of funding for the ICE division charged with arresting and deporting undocumented immigrants, known as Enforcement and Removal Operations. Their proposal would fund the rest of the agency. Democrats rejected that because it did not include the restrictions on ICE they have been seeking.
On Thursday, Senate Republicans sent Democrats what Thune described as Republicans' "last and final" offer.
"They need to end the shutdown immediately, or we'll have to take some very drastic measures," Trump said during a Cabinet meeting Thursday.
Any deal that Senate Republicans and the White House strike with Democrats would also need to pass the House.
Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) did not commit Thursday to putting legislation on the House floor along the lines of what Senate Republicans have proposed.
"Leader Thune is in a terrible situation because he has Chuck Schumer and the Democrats over there refusing to take care of business and do their job," Johnson told reporters, referring to the Senate minority leader.
Kadia Goba contributed to this report.
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Education
Education Dept. to leave headquarters, give building to Energy Department
Abandoning the D.C. headquarters is the Trump administration's latest and most visible move toward eliminating the Education Department altogether.

The Department of Education building in D.C. (Kylie Cooper/Reuters)


By Laura Meckler, Danielle Douglas-Gabriel | 2026-03-26
The Education Department said Thursday it would move out of its headquarters in downtown Washington, D.C., the latest and most visible step in the Trump administration's campaign to eliminate the agency altogether.
The department said it will leave its Lyndon B. Johnson headquarters and turn the space over to the Energy Department.
"We have made unprecedented progress in reducing the federal education footprint, and now we are pleased to give this building to an agency that will benefit far more from its space than the Department of Education," Education Secretary Linda McMahon said in a statement.
The Education Department was created by Congress in 1979, a spin-off from the Department of Health, Education and Welfare. Congressional action would be needed to close it, and the administration does not have sufficient support in the Senate, where 60 yes votes would be required.
Absent that permission, President Donald Trump's administration has acted on its own to dismantle the agency. It reduced staff by about half through layoffs and incentives to quit or retire, though some of those jobs were restored. It also has entered into a series of interagency agreements that turned the operation of many of its programs over to other federal agencies. Those changes include offices that administer $28 billion in grants to K-12 schools and $3.1 billion for programs that help students finish college.
"Once again, the Trump administration is taking a strong step to reduce bureaucratic bloat and act as a responsible steward of taxpayer dollars," said House Education Committee Chairman Tim Walberg (R-Michigan). "President Trump and Secretary McMahon have been committed to right-sizing the Department so our education system serves students, not bureaucrats."
Earlier this month, the department struck an agreement to have the Treasury Department collect on defaulted student loans, taking the first significant step to unwind the office of Federal Student Aid, the largest office in the agency. Treasury will eventually assist in administering the federal student aid form and recouping student loans in good standing -- core functions of the Education Department's student aid office.
Moving federal student loans to Treasury is an idea that has enjoyed bipartisan support since the Obama administration, but some liberal lawmakers worry that a wholesale transfer of student aid operations could lead to confusion that will harm the most vulnerable students.
With Republicans controlling both houses of Congress, lawmakers have done little if anything to stop the  dismantling efforts, even as Democrats and public education advocates have decried them.
"Instead of actually helping students, Trump and his billionaire Secretary of Education are lighting millions of taxpayer dollars on fire with these stunts," said Sen. Patty Murray (D-Washington). "How about instead of abolishing the Department of Education, we just make sure kids can read at grade level?"
The LBJ building, as it's known, was one of 15 new office buildings in a 1956 plan for an expansion of federal government facilities in Washington, a physical symbol of the growing federal role that liberals cheered and conservatives have tried for years to erase. The building is just off the National Mall, located at 400 Maryland Avenue SW.
Administrations have at times used the building to make political points. During the George W. Bush administration, entrances to the building were adorned with red school houses with the words of his signature law, "No Child Left Behind." This year, the Trump administration hung a large banner celebrating slain conservative activist Charlie Kirk on the building, including him among "heroes in American education."

A banner with Charlie Kirk's image hangs outside of the Department of Education building. (Ken Cedeno/Reuters)


The severe cuts to the Education Department staff were part of a broader and drastic staff reduction driven by the so-called Department of Government Efficiency in the early months of the Trump administration. The department said Thursday that the building was 70 percent vacant and that moving the agency out of the building would save about $4.8 million per year. Remaining staff will move to 500 D St. SW, with a target relocation date of August.
The Energy Department's existing James V. Forrestal building is outdated, the administration said. Allowing Energy to assume the lease for the Education Department space will save money in deferred maintenance costs, it said.
Trump campaigned on a promise to close the Education Department, saying it was an example of liberal federal bureaucracy that had pushed a woke agenda on American schools and failed in its mission to boost test scores. Trump and McMahon cast shuttering the agency as a way of "returning education to the states," though in practice they are trying to move federal functions to other federal agencies, not to state or local governments.
And even as the agency has talked of a lighter federal footprint, under Trump and McMahon it also has used its authority in new and unprecedented ways, pressuring school districts and colleges to fall in line with administration interpretation of civil rights law regarding diversity, equity and inclusion efforts and transgender student access to bathrooms and sports teams.
Rachel Gittleman, president of American Federation of Government Employees Local 252, which represents Education Department workers, said Thursday that her union will continue to push back against the dismantling of the department.
"After more than a year of fighting back against this unlawful and unprecedented gutting of a Congressionally created agency, we know that the will of the people, congressional intent, and the law is on our side," she said.
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White House
Trump's move to send ICE to airports fails to break impasse or end long lines
Airport slogs continue to put pressure on lawmakers and the White House, but a deal remains elusive as Senate Democrats hold out for restraints on immigration agents.

Passengers wait in long TSA lines at George Bush Intercontinental Airport in Houston on Wednesday. (Antranik Tavitian/Reuters)


By Isaac Arnsdorf, Dan Diamond, Theodoric Meyer | 2026-03-26
Facing record-high wait times at airport security checkpoints, President Donald Trump turned to an idea that gained traction after a woman from Arizona called into a right-wing talk radio show: send in immigration agents.
The result has not reduced security lines, according to data from affected airports. Fliers on Wednesday were still taking four or more hours to clear security at Houston's George Bush Intercontinental Airport, where unpaid Transportation Security Administration agents skipping shifts have sharply reduced screenings.
White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt acknowledged that wait times hadn't decreased "as much as we'd like." She did not address a question on whether stationing ICE agents at airports has affected their work on deportations.
The deployment also has not broken the impasse over funding the Department of Homeland Security, which would restore TSA's pay. Senate Democrats are holding out for more legal restraints on immigration agents, a demand that stems from agents' killing of two U.S. citizens in Minneapolis in January. Democrats sent the White House a new offer Wednesday, after rejecting a proposal from the chamber's Republican leaders that would have funded TSA and other parts of DHS now and dealt separately with deportations.
"They'll ask for something, we'll give them that concession, and then they say, 'Oh, wait, that's not enough, actually,'" Leavitt said of the Democrats on Wednesday. "They want to distract, I think, from the success of our military overseas right now, totally obliterating the Iranian regime."
Trump floated escalating things by deploying the National Guard. The White House did not elaborate.
Sen. Dick Durbin (D-Illinois) said Trump's decision to send ICE to Chicago's O'Hare International Airport and other airports was not affecting negotiations to end the shutdown that has dragged on for more than a month. He dismissed Trump's threat to send the National Guard to airports, too.
"It's just another theatrical play by the president," Durbin said.
Trump said he came up with the idea of sending ICE agents to airports himself, comparing its brilliance to the invention of the paper clip.
"One hundred and 82 years ago, a man discovered the paper clip. It was so simple, and everybody that looked at it said, 'Why didn't I think of that?' ICE was my idea," Trump told reporters Monday. "The first person I called was Tom Homan, I said 'What do you think?' He said, 'I think it's great.'"
Many observers noted that Trump announced the idea a day after a caller identifying herself as "Linda from Arizona" proposed the same plan on "Clay and Buck," a popular conservative talk radio show. Clay Travis, one of the hosts, championed the idea on air as "brilliant" and repeated it when appearing on Fox News later on Friday.
Trump posted on Truth Social the next morning that he would soon deploy ICE agents to airports as a way to relieve TSA agents and pressure Democrats into making a deal.
The show's hosts, Travis and Buck Sexton, saw the timing as evidence that their caller had influenced national policy.
"There was no record of anybody making this suggestion before," Travis said in an interview. "[Linda] put that idea into the intellectual world of Trump, and it found its way to him."
At Travis's request, Trump autographed a hat to send to Linda, he said. The White House did not immediately respond to questions about where Trump's idea originated.
Trump said the ICE agents would "help" TSA and "do Security like no one has ever seen before." Since the deployment, the White House has promoted videos of ICE agents handing out water bottles or holding spots in line for people to take bathroom breaks. Other viral bystander videos showed agents standing around idly at airport doors or baggage claim.
"I see them all sitting down looking at their phones or chitchatting," Rep. Shri Thanedar (D-Michigan) said at a House Homeland Security Committee hearing Wednesday. "It looks like they have no role to play."

Travelers wait in a TSA line at LaGuardia Airport in New York on Wednesday. (Yuki Iwamura/AP)


TSA agents normally receive four to six months of training to operate specialized machinery at checkpoints, the agency's acting administrator, Ha Nguyen McNeill, told the committee. ICE agents have been helping with less specialized tasks such as operating the machine that checks IDs, directing lines and helping passengers load bins, she said.
"They've been incredibly helpful to alleviate the burden on our workforce, and we're getting positive feedback from our passengers and field leadership alike," McNeill said.
The White House also promoted a video showing a clear checkpoint at Atlanta's Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport on Tuesday. But Aaron Barker, a union representative for TSA officers in the Southeast, said ICE officers haven't helped run screenings there.
"There are peak days and nonpeak days," he said. "If you see shorter lines on a Tuesday or Wednesday, that's expected."
At other airports, such as Philadelphia's, waits never topped 20 minutes before or after Immigration and Customs Enforcement arrived.
Some foreign-born travelers and workers reported discomfort with the presence of ICE officers or decided to stay away, but the officers have not provoked widespread panic or protests. The White House and DHS did not respond to questions about how many arrests ICE has made at airports this week. A widely publicized arrest in San Francisco of a Guatemalan woman with an active deportation order occurred before ICE deployed to airports on Monday, DHS said on social media.
"ICE agents don't know the first thing about airport security," Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) said Tuesday on the floor of the chamber. "Just because something popped into Donald Trump's head -- put ICE agents at the airports -- and his administration just says, 'Yes, sir,' even though they know it's a ridiculous idea, doesn't mean we should continue it."
Shortages of TSA agents and air traffic controllers contributed to pressure to end the previous partial government shutdown in November, on top of interruptions in food stamps. The political fallout from the current standoff is not yet clear. Fewer than half of Americans fly at least once a year, according to a survey by the airlines' trade group. In public polling, reactions are mixed, with about a third of U.S. adults saying they weren't sure of either party's positions on DHS funding, according to CBS News/YouGov survey conducted last week.
Sexton, the talk radio co-host, said Trump deserved praise for unorthodox thinking about how to address political standoffs.
"They're taking this outside-the-box action, which I think, at a minimum, shows the public that Republicans are trying to fix this," he said.
Negotiations between the two parties remain stalled. Senate Republicans sent Democrats an offer Tuesday to fund DHS except for the part of ICE charged with arresting and deporting undocumented immigrants, known as Enforcement and Removal Operations. Schumer complained that Republicans' offer did not include any of the restrictions on federal immigration agents that Democrats have demanded. Democrats were concerned that other parts of DHS were participating in the administration's deportation operations -- for instance, a Customs and Border Protection officer and a Border Patrol agent shot Alex Pretti, one of the two U.S. citizens killed in Minneapolis.
"It's an illusory solution if they can man ICE with people from these other" parts of DHS, Sen. Angus King (I-Maine) told reporters.
Democrats countered Wednesday with a proposal that would include some restrictions the White House already agreed to, according to a Democratic aide who spoke on the condition of anonymity. Those provisions include requiring federal agents to wear identification and body cameras and restricting them from operating near places such as hospitals and schools. The White House already offered those concessions to Democrats, officials said in a letter to Sens. Susan Collins (R-Maine) and Katie Boyd Britt (R-Alabama) last week.
But Republicans have balked at agreeing to those demands in a deal that funds only part of ICE instead of the entire agency. Democrats also want new restrictions on warrants and a ban on agents wearing masks, House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) said Wednesday.
Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) accused Democrats of being unreasonable. "I don't know how they will ever satisfy their crazy, online political base," he told reporters.
A White House official called the Democrats' demands "laughable."
"The administration has repeatedly tried to work in good faith with the Democrats while always remaining consistent: we want the department funded and we will continue to enforce the law," the official said. "This latest stunt from the Democrats proves they are not interested in a serious conversation and they don't care that their shutdown is hurting Americans."
In the Oval Office on Tuesday, Trump took a friendly question from a correspondent for MyPillow CEO Mike Lindell's streaming channel, inviting Trump to address Americans stuck in airports "because Democrats won't fund DHS."
"What's devastating?" Trump asked the correspondent to repeat the question, apparently struggling to hear. He then went on to recite tax cuts from last year's spending deal, praise Democrats for sticking together, and attack two Kentucky Republicans, Sen. Rand Paul and Rep. Thomas Massie.
On Wednesday, he praised ICE agents on social media, saying their presence at airports was improving their public image. He said he asked agents not to wear masks in airports like they have done on patrols; stopping officers from covering their faces has been one of Democrats' demands in funding negotiations. Sixty percent of Americans viewed ICE unfavorably in a February AP-NORC poll, up from 37 percent in 2018.
"The Public is loving ICE, so the Democrats, unwittingly, did us a favor," Trump said. "They are Great American Patriots, they just happen to have much larger, and harder, muscles than most."
Meryl Kornfeld and Scott Clement contributed to this report.
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White House
As Trump skips CPAC, MAGA's rifts over Iran war are on display 
At the annual gathering of conservative activists, many express reservations about the war, amid support for Trump. 

An attendee at the Conservative Political Action Conference in Grapevine, Texas, on Thursday. (Daniel Cole/Reuters)


By Natalie Allison | 2026-03-26
GRAPEVINE, Texas -- From the stage at the Conservative Political Action Conference, Donald Trump reminded his most loyal supporters how he differed from presidents of the past.
"It turned out that I was able to stop wars from happening and brought our troops back home," Trump said as the audience of MAGA faithful clapped. "We got out of these ridiculous, endless wars."
That was two years ago at CPAC in February 2024, as Trump campaigned to return to the White House.
During his appearance at the annual conference in 2025, the newly sworn-in president declared he hoped his "greatest legacy will be as a peacemaker, not a conqueror."
This year, as the United States continues its involvement in a month-long war in Iran with no clear end·, Trump is skipping the gathering of conservative activists -- the first time in a decade he has missed it.
In interviews at Gaylord Texan Resort outside Dallas, where first-time Trump-voting college men roamed the same exhibit hall as boomer women buying bedazzled Trump jackets, the eclectic -- and vulnerable -- nature of his wide 2024 coalition was on display.

America-themed merchandise is for sale at CPAC on Wednesday. (Leandro Lozada/AFP/Getty Images)


Most expressed a desire for the president to wrap up U.S. involvement in Iran, even those who were supportive of his actions so far. Some said that despite wanting a swift exit, they support Trump's professed desire to free Iranians from an oppressive regime and trust his ability to handle the situation. Other young voters here were dismayed that a president who ran on ending wars has launched the U.S. into a new one.
Republicans will need all their factions to show up in November if the party hopes to maintain control of both chambers of Congress.
"He ran on 'no new wars.' There's a new war," said 19-year-old Razi Marshall, who cast his first vote for Trump in 2024 soon after becoming eligible to vote. "He ran on making stuff more affordable. Stuff's less affordable. So in my life, I would say overall, I'm less than pleased."
Marshall, a student at the University of Southern California who was raised in Upstate New York, registered as a Republican and grew up with a father who played the conservative commentator Rush Limbaugh on the radio. Some of his friends have made dark jokes about getting drafted before they're old enough to legally buy beer, he said.
"I'm considering not voting" in the midterms, Marshall said. "It's difficult for me to consider not voting, or even to see the party that I grew up supporting -- the party that I voted for last year -- not following through on promises. What I really wanted was no new wars, Epstein files, things like that. The other party seems to be more in favor of pushing those through."
Trump -- and his handling of the war -- remain popular among most voters who identify as MAGA supporters, polls show. At the same time, some prominent conservatives who have long been seen as speaking for the Trump base have voiced fierce opposition to the war. That includes well-known MAGA commentators including Tucker Carlson, Megyn Kelly and Marjorie Taylor Greene, and also popular podcasters like Joe Rogan and Theo Von, who have been credited with helping Trump win younger, less politically active voters.
"You see a big age split on this," said Jack Posobiec, another podcaster popular with MAGA supporters. He cited young listeners' writing in to his show opposing the war, while those over 45 are expressing more support for it. He also saw it on display during recent Turning Point events at Arizona State University and Liberty University, where students "were just not on board."
"Not in a sense that they're anti-American military or pro-Iran or something, but just that they feel that if this war takes place, it'll take precedence over their issues," Posobiec said in an interview.
Posobiec said he believes, however, that there is still plenty of time for the administration to win back war-skeptical voters ahead of the midterms, citing the attack on Venezuela in January that did not cost Trump politically.
Trump's absence from the multiday summit comes as the president says he is seeking to negotiate an end to the conflict but has also deployed thousands more troops to the Middle East. Some 2,000 people have died in the war so far, according to official counts, including 13 U.S. service members.
Iran, meanwhile, has said it is not engaged in talks with the U.S. and has defied Trump·.
A White House official told The Washington Post that Trump couldn't attend CPAC "due to his schedule," noting that he is "heavily engaged in the ongoing Iran conflict" and other matters. Trump is scheduled to travel to Miami on Friday to speak at an investment conference backed by Saudi Arabia's sovereign wealth fund, and he is expected to participate in events in Palm Beach, Florida, over the weekend.
Matt Schlapp, the chairman of the American Conservative Union, which organizes CPAC, said the people who attend his conference "overwhelmingly trust" Trump. But Schlapp, who served as the White House director of political affairs for President George W. Bush during the early stages of the Iraq War, acknowledged that questions remain about how far the Iran conflict will go.
"There's an unease over what's going on in the Middle East, and I think that's universally felt," said Schlapp, referencing his meetings with political leaders in Europe on the sidelines of last week's CPAC meeting in Hungary.
"Nobody likes the idea of having to use the military," he said. "The president is obviously very careful and cautious when it comes to these questions."
At the conference here, Schlapp is welcoming speakers from across the conservative spectrum, including Trump allies vociferously for and against the U.S. involvement in the Iran war. He told The Post he doesn't tell any of his speakers what they should say from the stage.
In the opening session Thursday, the Rev. Franklin Graham praised what he said was Trump's stepping up "to protect Israel and the Jewish people from the possibility of what I believe is a nuclear annihilation by a radical Islamic regime."
In another session, Iranian women told of being shot at during protests, as a group holding Persian flags erupted in chants of "Thank you, Trump!" Mercedes Schlapp, a co-leader at CPAC, said their voices should be elevated, while also acknowledging "the concern in America that this could be prolonged."
On Friday, attendees are scheduled to hear from conservative voices who have been less supportive of going to war with Iran, including Posobiec and former Trump adviser Stephen K. Bannon, who hosts the "War Room" talk show.
Some of the criticism from MAGA figures has been tempered in recent days, though, as prominent pro-Trump commentators have begun to come to terms with the likelihood of the president putting ground troops in Iran against their wishes.
Five national surveys released this week, interviewing more than 10,000 Americans, consistently found that most Americans oppose the war and disapprove of Trump's handling of it -- a contrast from the conflict's early days, when polls found narrower opposition and more variation.
An Associated Press-NORC poll conducted this week and last found that roughly half of Republicans say Trump has taken the right level of action in Iran, but fewer want to see it go further.

An attendee at the event Wednesday carries a poster of Reza Pahlavi, the son the Iranian shah deposed in 1979. (Daniel Cole/Reuters)


Wearing a Charlie Kirk "Freedom" shirt inside the convention hall, Karen McCrary of Grand Prairie, Texas, said she wants Trump to see through his once-stated goal of installing new leadership in Iran. But she is praying that her 19-year-old grandson, stationed in the Middle East as a military drone operator, stays safe from the danger. She recalls her friends being sent to Vietnam decades ago. Her grandson turns 20 on Friday. "Not even 21," she said.
Standing by the Generation Zion kiosk inside the CPAC exhibit hall, where the youth-oriented Zionist group sold stickers reading "Hamas Sucks" and "Tucker Carlson Hates Me," 19-year-old Musa Suriel said he was pleased the conference is providing another forum for people on his side to address "potential misinformation" from some conservative influencers who have expressed skepticism of the U.S. providing military support to Israel.
"Obviously, not everyone has to agree that this war is just," said Suriel, who is involved in Jewish student groups. "I was very pro-regime change, and right now it looks like that might not happen. And now I'm kind of getting to the point where, okay, maybe it isn't worth it as much anymore."
Suriel, a freshman at Indiana University Bloomington, said he voted for Trump in 2024 but is still working through his political identity. He acknowledged that support for Trump's administration among young people who aren't deeply invested in the war's cause could take a hit "now that it's hurting their pockets."
Brigitta Mullican of Rockville, Maryland, walked around CPAC wearing glittery Trump pins on her jacket lapel. She was dismayed that some undocumented immigrants who have committed crimes remain in the U.S. and that the Senate has yet to pass a bill requiring identification to vote. She is supportive of Trump's decision to go into Iran -- "I think our president knows a lot more sensitive information that nobody will ever know" -- but is watching cautiously to see if U.S. troops are ultimately stationed on the ground there.
"The state of everything's awful," Mullican said. "The only good thing is Trump's in the White House."
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Politics
White House applauds ban on transgender women in women's Olympic events
The International Olympic Committee announced that only biologically female athletes can compete in women's sports at the Los Angeles Games.

President Donald Trump answers questions from reporters Aug. 5 at the White House after signing an executive order on the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Mariana Alfaro | 2026-03-26
Ahead of the 2028 Olympic Games in Los Angeles, the International Olympic Committee on Thursday banned transgender women from competing in women's events -- a move that was immediately applauded by the White House.
Kirsty Coventry, the first woman to serve as IOC president, made the announcement in a statement Thursday in which she also said that all women who participate in Olympic events will have to undergo genetic testing to confirm they are biologically female.
The decision comes as preparations ramp up for the 2028 Games in Los Angeles -- and as the Trump administration aggressively moves to prevent transgender athletes from participating in sports not aligned with their sex assigned at birth.
The White House cheered the decision Thursday, noting in a statement that Trump signed an executive order in February 2025 that aims to ban transgender athletes from participating in women's and girls' sports by denying federal funds for schools that allow it.
At the time, the president said that his administration would "not allow men to beat up, injure and cheat our women and our girls." Trump has also vowed to deny visas to transgender athletes attempting to compete at the L.A. Games.
"The IOC aligning their policy with President Trump's Executive Order ahead of the 2028 LA Games is common sense and long-overdue," White House spokesman Davis Ingle said in a statement Thursday.
White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt credited Trump for the IOC's decision, saying in a post on X that his executive order "made this happen."
Coventry, in her statement, said that all athletes "must be treated with dignity and respect" and that the IOC plans to screen athletes' gender "only once in their lifetime."
"As a former athlete, I passionately believe in the rights of all Olympians to take part in fair competition. The policy that we have announced is based on science and has been led by medical experts," Coventry said. "At the Olympic Games, even the smallest margins can be the difference between victory and defeat. So, it is absolutely clear that it would not be fair for biological males to compete in the female category. In addition, in some sports it would simply not be safe."
There's no official count of how many transgender women -- if any -- compete at the Olympics. In recent history, only Laurel Hubbard, a weightlifter from New Zealand, has been recognized as a trans competitor. Hubbard participated in the Tokyo Olympics in 2021, and she did not win a medal.
Still, the IOC explained that its decision was the result of an effort to protect "the female category in an Olympic context that would reflect the findings of the Working Group on the Protection of the Female Category, various IOC consultations, and consideration of recent developments, including in international human rights law."
"The policy was developed on the basis that it is universally accepted that providing for a female category is necessary to allow both males and females equal access to elite sport," the IOC said in a statement, noting that the committee wants to ensure "equal opportunities for female athletes in finals, on podiums and in championships" and enhance the "visibility" of female athletes at the games to "inspire and represent women and girls worldwide."
The National Women's Law Center, a group that opposed Trump's executive order, on Thursday condemned the IOC's decision, saying that the committee is "embracing a policy that invites confusion, stigma, and invasive scrutiny rather than clarity or safety."
"Vague and medically unnecessary eligibility rules do not protect women -- they expose athletes to humiliating questioning, coerced disclosures of private medical information, and even traumatizing physical examinations to 'prove' their womanhood," Brian Dittmeier, the organization's director of LGBTQI+ equality, said in a statement. "These policies will disproportionately harm women who already face suspicion and discrimination, including women of color and those who don't adhere to patriarchal expectations of femininity."
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Politics
Bigotry among young conservatives has Republicans on edge
Many Republicans dismiss such party members even as white supremacists like Nick Fuentes gain popularity, but there's growing unease at their presence in the rank and file. 

(Dominic Gwinn/Getty Images)


By Hannah Knowles | 2026-03-26

White-supremacist influencer Nick Fuentes at a Detroit rally in 2024. (Dominic Gwinn/Getty Images)


PHOENIX -- Twenty-three-year-old Alec Beaton has the resume of a model GOP foot soldier. He's a former precinct delegate and county Republican youth chair who ran a small Michigan field office for Donald Trump's 2024 campaign.
He's also a self-described Holocaust "revisionist" who views praise for Adolf Hitler as a way to "mess with people."
"We don't think Hitler is, like, the worst person ever," Beaton explained as he roamed a national conference for young conservatives with his friends, joined at one point by an acquaintance on the event staff for the host group, Turning Point USA.
Many Republicans dismiss young people such as Beaton as fringe actors, unrepresentative of the GOP. But there's a growing unease in the party at their presence among the rank and file. Leaks of offensive group chats and infighting over the bounds of acceptable political discourse are fanning anxiety in the party: Maybe the kids are not all right.
At a conference on antisemitism this month in Washington, Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) warned that he has seen more prejudice against Jewish people "in the last 18 months on the right than at any point in my lifetime," and that "it is gaining real purchase, especially with young people."
The fight against antisemitism is winning with "folks in this room with some gray or salt-and-pepper in their hair," Cruz said.
"But in the college classroom," he added, "I'm a lot less certain."
Concern has flared with one scandal after another. In one group chat, Young Republican leaders from several states used racial slurs, casually referenced Hitler and described rape as "epic." In another meant for GOP students in Miami, participants called for grisly violence against Black people and discussed "Nazi heaven"; a leak prompted the resignation of a Turning Point chapter president who wrote, "I would def not marry a Jew." At the University of Florida, a statewide conservative group just disbanded a College Republicans chapter after allegations that students gave a Nazi salute.
And online, Republicans have fretted about the rise of white-supremacist influencer Nick Fuentes, who courts disaffected young men and has summed up his views as, "Jews are running society, women need to shut the f--- up, Blacks need to be imprisoned for the most part, and we would live in paradise." The College Republicans of America this month appointed a longtime fan of Fuentes as their political director.
Radicalization on the young right has set off a bitter debate in the GOP about how much Republicans should police their movement and how serious a threat its most extreme elements pose. Some dismiss Fuentes and like-minded commentators as online agitators with little real influence -- infiltrators trying to hurt the Republican Party. Others are alarmed at the traction they have gotten and say the party needs to push them more forcefully out of the GOP tent.

Supporters listen as Fuentes leads a march in Lansing, Michigan, in November 2020. (Nicole Hester/Mlive.com/Ann Arbor News/AP)


Fuentes's young fans, who call themselves "groypers," didn't seem like pariahs as they strolled around the Turning Point conference late last year. They said hi to friends they had met at other conservative meetups. They got compliments on their bright-blue hats that helped identify them as Fuentes followers. They crashed at an Airbnb hosting dozens of groypers -- a cardboard cutout of Fuentes in the backyard, the words "Splash house" emblazoned on a wall.
The groypers were firmly in the minority: An official straw poll of attendees at the conference found that 87 percent of respondents viewed Israel as an ally, drawing a stark contrast with Fuentes, who rails against Israel.
But the tension over their rise was front-and-center, in the sniping between speakers and the questions coming from the audience.
"We influence the room," bragged Beaton, a self-described groyper. "We have the power and influence to come in here, and they respect it."
Hanging out at the Airbnb after midnight, Beaton and his friends buzzed about their brief turn on the main stage of the conference. One of the speakers, the conservative activist James O'Keefe, had recruited young volunteers to walk out with him in blond wigs, a stunt meant to evoke his undercover work secretly recording liberals and journalists.
"Half the people there were, like, us," Beaton said, meaning groypers. He and his friends met O'Keefe, they said, and told him that Fuentes sent his regards.
O'Keefe did not respond to a request for comment through his media organization. Turning Point declined to comment.

James O'Keefe and student volunteers at a Turning Point USA summit in Phoenix in December. (Caitlin O'Hara/Reuters)


Davis Ingle, a spokesman for the White House, said Trump "has zero tolerance for anti-Semitism" and accused Democrats in Congress of "being taken over by anti-Semitic and anti-American radicals."
He pointed to Reps. Ilhan Omar (D-Minnesota) and Rashida Tlaib (D-Michigan), who have drawn rebukes from Republicans as well as some Democrats. The lawmakers' offices did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
Other people at the Turning Point conference were curious about Fuentes. Arnie Hernandez, a Republican from California in his early 30s, didn't agree with everything he said but followed him on X, and liked that he called out "Israel's influence on society." He had met groypers at conservative events; they were friendly.
Hernandez got in line for a conference breakout session on mobilizing Catholic voters. The panelists included the activist Jack Posobiec, who would draw criticism that same weekend for posing with a podcaster who was wearing a hoodie bearing a "Let em cook" cartoon, widely viewed as a reference to the Holocaust and the burning of the bodies of Jewish people.
Eating popcorn as he waited, Hernandez considered Fuentes's comments. What about the influencer's declaration that Hitler was "cool"?
"People say ... pirates are cool," Hernandez said. "But at the same time, they're like, you know, they were murderous savages. And the most interesting thing about villains -- they have some sort of aura."
The doors to the breakout session opened, and Hernandez took a seat not far from a young man in a blue groyper hat.
Republicans worry the online ecosystem that rewards people such as Fuentes is consequential, even if it often distorts reality.
"The migration of our politics online has created a perverse incentive structure," said David Brog, founding president of the foundation behind the annual National Conservatism Conference. "If you voice anti-Israel and antisemitic views, you get an instant reward in the form of clicks, likes and follows. This fuels the fallacy that the activist base of the party shares these views."
"So ambitious politicians and commentators trying to position themselves to lead 'America First' are misreading these digital leaves," Brog said, "and coming to some deeply flawed conclusions."
Few candidates have appealed more explicitly to Fuentes's followers than James Fishback, a 31-year-old Republican making a long-shot bid for governor in Florida. Running a campaign designed, above all, to seize online attention, Fishback has declared the young men who follow Fuentes to be "incredibly informed" and "very patriotic."
That attitude has set up an unusual test of the groyper movement's clout.
On the one hand, Republicans say, Fishback's campaign is evidence the groyper-curious message has limited appeal -- that what gets clicks online does not necessarily translate to votes. He got 6 percent of the GOP primary vote in a recent poll, while the front-runner, Rep. Byron Donalds (R-Florida) -- who has Trump's endorsement -- led handily with 31 percent.
But Fishback's ability to draw an enthusiastic young crowd has left some Republicans unsettled. He's been on the shows of influencers with sizable audiences -- the former Fox host Tucker Carlson, the podcaster Patrick Bet-David.

James Fishback, a Republican candidate for Florida governor, speaks in St. Petersburg on Feb. 12. (Michael Van Sickler/Tampa Bay Times/Zuma Press Wire)


He's polling better than Florida's Republican lieutenant governor (4 percent) and former statehouse speaker (1 percent) -- all while lobbing racist taunts at his opponent Donalds, who is Black. He calls Donalds "By'rone" and says he wants to "turn Florida into a Section 8 ghetto," a reference to low-income housing.
"At the beginning, the thing to do was ignore it -- you don't pay attention to every lunatic that runs," said Gabriel Groisman, a Republican consultant in Florida. His calculus has changed.
"Everybody involved in Republican politics in Florida has an obligation to not just speak out against him," Groisman said, "but also to draw clear lines ... and say this is outside the bounds of what the party will even accept."
The condemnations, so far, have been muted.
Donalds has largely attacked Fishback as a fake.
"You're no racist," he wrote in a retort to Fishback on X last month. "You're no groyper. You're no anti-semite. You're what people hate about politics -- performative slop."
Fishback, meanwhile, is working to tap into "America First" anger over the United States' entanglements abroad. This month he went to Washington to blast the war with Iran as a "disaster, full stop."
He paused to survey his mostly male audience -- about 30 young people assembled on the lawn of the U.S. Capitol.
"Total sausage fest, guys," he said. People laughed.
In an interview, Fishback said he disagrees with some of Fuentes and his followers' views, but meets them all the time at his events and thinks they're a "fascinating pulse about what's going on politically."
"It's wrong for any party, Republican or Democrat, to try to disavow people," Fishback said.
Some Republicans are ramping up their efforts to do just that. The California Republican Party last month sent a memo to GOP leaders around the state warning that groypers were making their way into party positions and running for office, requiring a conscious effort to keep them out.
"A radical and divisive iteration of 'America First' ideology is growing within the ranks of the Right wing in American politics that is directly at odds with the core founding principles of the United States Constitution," the memo read, adding later: "The effects of this movement on our conservative American youth cannot be ignored."
John Park, the party vice chair, said he doesn't want to overstate the problem. But "this is one of those situations where silence is consent," he said.
Other Republicans have been less eager to gatekeep. Asked about Carlson's decision to sit down with Fuentes last year, Trump demurred.
"I don't know much about him," Trump said 0f Fuentes, despite having dinner with him in 2022 in an incident that caused an uproar.
If Carlson wants to interview Fuentes, Trump said, "get the word out. Let him. People have to decide."
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Politics
House Democrat accused of misspending covid-19 money could be expelled
The family health care company Rep. Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick worked for was sent FEMA money it shouldn't have received. She's accused of using the money on a run for office.

Rep. Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick (D-Florida) arrives for a vote at the Capitol on Wednesday. (Francis Chung/POLITICO/AP)


By Kadia  Goba, Marianna Sotomayor | 2026-03-26
A House Democrat from Florida faces the prospect of losing her seat over allegations that she used Federal Emergency Management Agency money mistakenly sent to her family's health care company to boost past congressional campaigns.
In a rare public hearing Thursday, lawmakers from the House Ethics Committee are expected to vote on whether Rep. Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick (D-Florida) violated House ethics rules for alleged crimes committed during the pandemic. If they do, the full committee would then meet and make a recommendation on whether Cherfilus-McCormick should face censure, expulsion or some other form of discipline. A fellow Florida lawmaker, Republican Greg Steube, has pledged to swiftly bring any consequence that is proposed to the full House for a vote.
Cherfilus-McCormick will have an opportunity to defend herself at Thursday's hearing, which is scheduled to last two hours. She has called the allegations against her baseless and unjust.
An investigative subcommittee outlined 27 potential ethics violations in a 242-page document related to the episode, and Cherfilus-McCormick separately faces criminal charges and up to 53 years in prison tied to the errant FEMA dollars. The Department of Justice brought the charges against Cherfilus-McCormick and several others, including her brother and tax preparer, in November, after an investigation that began during the Biden administration.
The criminal investigation found that the lawmaker's health care company was overpaid $5 million in 2021, the apparent result of a clerical error. Instead of returning that money, Cherfilus-McCormick distributed some of it to friends and family, who in turn later donated to her campaign committee, according to law enforcement. Such so-called straw donations are illegal under campaign finance laws.
Cherfilus-McCormick asked for more time before the House Ethics Committee hearing and for it to take place behind closed doors, worried that a public hearing could influence potential jurors in her criminal case.
She also raised concerns about due process. "I am deeply disappointed the Committee chose to move forward with this trial while denying my legal team reasonable time to prepare," she said in a statement to The Washington Post.
The Ethics Committee panel, with four Republicans and four Democrats, unanimously denied the request for a private hearing.
The last time it held an open hearing was in 2010, when the late Rep. Charles Rangel (D-New York) was accused of violating a number of House ethics rules, among them non-payment of taxes and the misuse of stabilized apartments. Rangel was censured. He retired in 2016.
Republicans, who have grappled with a slim majority in this session of Congress, could gain some wiggle room if Cherfilus-McCormick is expelled from Congress. She represents a left-leaning South Florida district that could vote to put another Democrat in her place, but it would take time before a special election could be set to replace her.
A veteran of the committee, who is no longer in Congress, said Republicans' ability to widen their narrow voting advantage could be motivation for a public hearing.
"They want it to move quickly is my guess, and they want to get to a floor vote on expulsion asap," former Ethics Committee ranking member Susan Wild (D-Pennsylvania) said. "It's faster than going to the floor and having a bunch of no votes based on 'lack of due process' and we 'need to allow her to testify.'"
A committee recommendation does not guarantee Cherfilus-McCormick would be expelled: Two-thirds of the House must vote to eject a member, so many Democrats would have to get on board to make that happen.
Democrats, for their part, are in a uncomfortable position, having to defend their Democratic colleague while pushing to root out corruption among their colleagues across the aisle.
House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) has made corruption a major plank of Democrats' agenda to win back Congress, with top Democrats on key committees already plotting how to hold the Trump administration accountable if they have the gavels next year. But Democrats' push to prosecute Republican malpractice awkwardly runs up against Cherfilus-McCormick's own troubles, with most dodging questions about whether the Florida congresswoman should be punished for her actions.
Jeffries has said throughout the investigation that he will let the Ethics Committee come to its own conclusion about Cherfilus-McCormick's conduct. Privately, many Democrats acknowledge the severity of Cherfilus-McCormick's actions and are watching the proceedings closely.
"I'm not going to prejudge the outcome that they arrive to," Rep. Pete Aguilar (D-California) told reporters when asked if Democratic members would accept an expulsion. Aguilar also highlighted the uniqueness of the public hearing and the fact that the Justice Department, which typically asks the Ethics Committee to yield to judicial outcomes, has not in this case.
"You'd have to ask them as to why that change in policy and practice," he said.
The last member of the House who was thrown out was George Santos, in 2023, only the sixth person to face that consequence. He was found to have made up some of his biography, among other misdeeds.
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Justice
DOJ agrees to pay ex-Trump adviser Michael Flynn to settle malicious prosecution suit
The amount of the settlement was not disclosed in court papers.

Former national security adviser Michael Flynn in March 2025. (Andrew Harnik/Getty Images)


By Jeremy Roebuck | 2026-03-25
The Justice Department has agreed to give former national security adviser Michael Flynn a payout to settle claims that he was wrongfully prosecuted as part of the FBI's investigation into Russian interference in the 2016 election.
Department lawyers disclosed the deal in a court filing Wednesday that did not identify the settlement sum. Flynn had been seeking damages of up to $50 million.
The agreement is the latest instance of the Justice Department under President Donald Trump reversing course to adopt a position that benefits an ally or supporter. In Flynn's case, the department had been successfully fighting Flynn's suit in court before it reversed its position this year.
Neither the Justice Department nor Flynn's attorney responded to questions Wednesday about the terms of the settlement agreement. But a department spokesperson described the agreement in a statement as "an important step in redressing [a] historic injustice."
"This Department of Justice will continue to pursue accountability at all levels for this wrongdoing," the statement said. "Such weaponization of the federal government must never be allowed to happen again."
Flynn, in a statement of his own, referred to the Russia investigation as a "relentless, partisan pursuit that weaponized federal law enforcement in a brazen and unjust manner."
"Nothing can fully compensate for the hell that my family and I have endured over these many years -- the relentless attacks, the destruction of reputations, the financial ruin, and the profound personal toll inflicted upon us all," he wrote. "No amount of money or formal resolution can erase the pain caused by a prosecution that should never have been brought."
Flynn, a retired three-star general who served less than a month as national security adviser during Trump's first term, had argued that special counsel Robert S. Mueller III maliciously targeted him amid his investigation of possible links between Russia and Trump's 2016 campaign.
Flynn initially pleaded guilty in 2017 to lying to FBI agents about conversations he'd had with Russia's ambassador, Sergey Kislyak, but later sought to withdraw that plea, saying it had been coerced.
The Justice Department, under then-Attorney General William P. Barr, moved to withdraw the charges, but Trump pardoned Flynn in late 2020 before the case was formally dismissed by a judge.
Flynn filed his malicious prosecution suit against the Justice Department in 2023. A federal judge in Florida initially threw out that complaint, though granted Flynn an opportunity to refile it.
Government lawyers had not yet responded to the revised version of Flynn's suit when they first disclosed last summer that discussions of a possible settlement were underway.
Around the same time, the Justice Department agreed to a $5 million settlement to end a wrongful-death lawsuit brought by the family of Ashli Babbitt, who was fatally shot by a police officer while storming the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021.
As with Flynn's case, the department had opposed such a deal during the Biden administration.
Since then, the department has also taken steps to undo criminal convictions the government had secured against Stephen K. Bannon and Peter Navarro, both of whom were found guilty of defying congressional subpoenas.
Trump himself has floated the idea he could be owed a payout from the Justice Department for its efforts to prosecute him under Biden's attorney general, Merrick Garland.
He filed claims before his return to the White House last year, seeking more than $100 million in compensation for reputational damage he says he has suffered as a result of investigations by special counsel Jack Smith.
Trump told reporters last fall that the Justice Department "probably" owes him "a lot of money" and, as president, he could order that it pay him, though he said he would likely give any money he received to charity.
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The Post's View
A blow against free speech in California 
In defense of personal and parental responsibility on social media.

Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg arrives to testify at Los Angeles Superior Court on Feb. 18. (Frederic J. Brown/AFP via Getty Images)


By Editorial Board | 2026-03-26
A Los Angeles jury, embracing a novel legal theory, awarded $6 million in damages to a young woman this week for her "addiction" to social media. The jurors found that Meta, which owns Instagram, and YouTube, owned by Google, were negligent in designing their products and failing to warn users about potential harms.
This blow to the First Amendment could be overturned on appeal, but it still risks opening the floodgates for trial lawyers to deluge courts with similar claims. In doing so, they invite a generation of kids and parents to abdicate personal responsibility by scapegoating companies for their own problems.
It's undeniable that millions of young people struggle with mental health issues, and social media can seemingly make their situations worse. Yet comparing Big Tech to Big Tobacco is off.
Social media platforms are tools which, unlike cigarettes, have tremendous social value when used correctly. Shopping addicts do not get to sue Gap for purchases made online in the middle of the night. Parents who let their pre-teens read romantic fantasies do not sue the author or publisher when it turns out the material was too mature.
The Constitution's protections for free speech do not simply protect what people say, but also how that speech is presented and curated.
Short of that, the lawsuit should have been thrown out because of the protections afforded by Section 230 of the Communications Decency Act. That law is clear that platforms are not legally responsible for posts by other users. In this case, the plaintiff's lawyers got around that by focusing on the algorithms and promotion of content. They claim that the product's design led the young woman to experience depression and body dysmorphia.
Allowing young children unfettered access to social media platforms obviously risks affecting their development and mental health. But it is not the fault of Meta, YouTube or any private business that the plaintiff obtained access to YouTube from the age of 6 and Instagram from the age of 9. Both platforms have age minimums of 13 years old, which means she was in violation of their terms of service.
No executive or programmer from either company was her parent or guardian. The trial revealed that she suffered from bullying by her peers and a stressful home life. Still, the defense highlighted that six months of notes from the plaintiff's therapy appointments didn't mention social media addiction or name any apps.
This is the first ruling in a series of coordinated lawsuits against social media giants, including one with 1,600 plaintiffs. The only real winners will be trial lawyers, who see the chance to make generational wealth by shaking down innovators who have created something valuable for society. The longer this continues to spiral, the more free speech comes under threat.
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Opinions
Trump isn't hiding his election power grab. He's bragging about it.
The administration is pursuing multiple paths to gaining control over November's vote.

Tulsi Gabbard at a Senate confirmation hearing in January 2025 to become director of national intelligence. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images)


By David Ignatius | 2026-03-26
The Trump administration's election incursion, unlike its haphazard "excursion" in Iran, has been meticulously organized. For more than a year, administration officials have advanced a careful, multifront assault in an effort to impose new rules for November's midterm balloting.
Planning began soon after Donald Trump took office in January 2025. Officials mapped multiple paths forward, through White House executive orders, redistricting drives in key states, congressional legislation and, most worryingly, investigations by intelligence agencies.
Far from concealing this effort, the president has boasted about it. In a February podcast with Dan Bongino, former deputy director of the FBI, Trump urged that "Republicans should say ... we should take over the voting ... nationalize the voting," because of what he claimed were "crooked" state-run elections. Trump has suggested the federal restrictions he wants can guarantee victory for his party. "For 50 years, we won't lose a race," he said in a Feb. 19 speech in Rome, Georgia.
"One thing we should have learned about Trump is that he doesn't hide his intentions," cautions Mark R. Warner (D-Virginia), vice chair of the Senate Intelligence Committee. Warner has repeatedly warned fellow Democrats about the danger of Trump's election-control campaign -- and he has focused especially on the role played by Director of National Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard.
Intelligence agencies are supposed to stay out of politics unless they find a "legitimate foreign intelligence nexus" of interference. Trump himself has ranted for nearly a decade about the intelligence community's investigation of Russian subversion in the 2016 presidential election (accusing Obama administration officials of "treason"). Now Gabbard is searching for evidence of foreign meddling that election watchers are concerned might provide a pretext for federalization of election security in November.
Gabbard's role burst into prominence on Jan. 28 when she was photographed at an FBI raid to seize election records in Fulton County, Georgia. But her investigation has been hiding in plain sight for nearly a year. It's been a regular theme at Cabinet meetings, where she tells Trump how she's advancing his agenda.
On April 10, 2025, Gabbard told Trump she was leading a probe of voting machines. "We have evidence of how these electronic voting systems have been vulnerable ... to exploitation to manipulate the results of the votes being cast," she advised Trump and the Cabinet. She said her effort "drives forward your mandate to bring about paper ballots."
The next month, Gabbard's office helped seize voting machines in Puerto Rico to examine if they had been manipulated. The machines are still stored by the Office of the Director of National Intelligence at a "secure facility," Gabbard said in House testimony this month.
Oddly, an early portent of that action came in a June 14, 2024, post by Robert F. Kennedy Jr. when he was still an independent presidential candidate. Kennedy jumped on an AP report to claim there had been "hundreds of voting irregularities" on the island and urged use of paper ballots everywhere.
To analyze the Puerto Rico machines and other alleged voting irregularities, Gabbard's agency hired Mojave Research, a company that specializes in using artificial intelligence and other tools for highly classified work. The company says in its 2026 "capability statement" that its missions had included "securing national election infrastructure for the ODNI."
At an August 2025 Cabinet meeting, Trump pressed Gabbard for a progress report on her election investigations, saying he understood she had gathered evidence of "how corrupt the 2020 election was" and enthusing, "You've found some interesting things, Tulsi!"
Gabbard's team worked with an Arizona lawyer named Kurt Olsen, whom Trump appointed to coordinate the election security effort. Olsen has been a longtime Trump advocate. He pushed Trump's 2020 "Stop the Steal" campaign so aggressively that an Arizona federal court penalized him for "false, misleading, and unsupported factual assertions" about voting machines and other issues, a ruling upheld by a federal appeals court.
Olsen's probe drove the FBI's Fulton County raid this January. The bureau's warrant affidavit noted the "criminal investigation originated from a referral sent by Kurt Olsen, Presidentially appointed Director of Election Security and Integrity." The FBI seized about 700 boxes of election records.
Gabbard's presence at the raid stunned Democrats, who saw it as an improper intelligence intrusion into domestic politics. Gabbard responded in a Feb. 2 letter to Warner and the ranking Democrat on the House Intelligence Committee, James Himes (Connecticut): "My presence was requested by the President," who had "tasked ODNI with taking all appropriate actions ... towards ensuring the integrity of our elections." She didn't mention that a few days before the raid, Trump had needled her about the election probe in a meeting on Syria: "You go do that, you get it done."
Gabbard stressed the threat of foreign meddling in her letter to Warner and Himes: "We must understand whether there has been foreign or other malign interference in our elections." When Warner pressed her at a hearing this month if she had uncovered evidence of such interference in Georgia, Gabbard didn't cite any. Foreign hacking of voting machines is a legitimate worry. But the answer is to stop the foreigners, not limit American voters.
Trump's other pathways to federal intervention in November's voting haven't yet succeeded. Courts have blocked his March 2025 executive order to require proof of citizenship and other measures for voting. Republican redistricting efforts in Texas and Florida have been roughly matched by Democratic ones to redraw lines in California and Virginia. And Congress seems unlikely to pass Trump's Save America bill to impose voter ID and proof-of-citizenship requirements. Even the Wall Street Journal editorial page was unimpressed, writing: "Why the SAVE America Act ... Won't."
Trump's elections "Hail Mary" could be a new executive order being advocated by activists that would use alleged Chinese interference in the 2020 election to declare a national emergency allowing federal rules on voting, according to reporting from The Post. But what's the evidence? A 2021 ODNI investigation of the 2020 balloting stated flatly: "China Did Not Attempt to Influence Presidential Election Outcome."
How the worm turns. Trump has spent nearly a decade denouncing investigations of Russian meddling in the 2016 election. Now his team is searching frantically for evidence of Chinese or other foreign meddling that might justify a takeover of the midterms. Democrats have seen the assault waves coming. Their best defense is to turn out such a big vote in November that it's Trump-proof.
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Opinions
Any way the wind blows
Michael Ramirez cartoon on Trump, Iran war, peace talks.

(Michael Ramirez/Las Vegas Review-Journal for The Washington Post)


By Michael Ramirez | 2026-03-26

(Michael Ramirez/Las Vegas Review-Journal for The Washington Post)
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The Post's View
China, the U.S. and the great electric vehicle race
A new super-fast charging battery from BYD is a wake-up call to American firms.

A model poses next to China's BYD Sealion 7 SUV at this month's Cambodia Auto Show in Phnom Penh. (Tang Chhin Sothy/AFP via Getty Images)


By Editorial Board | 2026-03-26
Chinese carmaker BYD is on the brink of making the recharging of an electric vehicle akin to fueling up at the gas station. The best way for U.S. firms to respond to this EV Sputnik moment is by leaning into American strengths rather than imitating Chinese strategy.
Earlier this month, BYD presented its second-generation Blade battery and its FLASH Charger. The company claims that it is now possible to take an electric vehicle from a 10 percent to a 97 percent charge in nine minutes. It can get to 70 percent in just five.
For a country once known for ripping off foreign tech, it's a remarkable achievement. It shouldn't be surprising. China already dominates the worldwide EV market.
More than 54 percent of all new passenger cars sold in China are electric or hybrid. BYD last year surpassed Tesla, once the industry's leading innovator, in overall sales. And China's EV push is buttressed by a massive nationwide charging infrastructure as it aims to wean itself off fossil fuels and become the first "electro-state."
But there are serious issues with how China got here. The country may be phasing out gasoline and internal combustion engines, but the Chinese electric grid is mostly powered by coal, the dirtiest of fossil fuels. The burning of coal in China accounts for roughly twice as many tons of annual CO2 emissions as all sources combined in the United States.
More than 15 years ago, China's leaders designated the EV sector a "strategic emerging industry." Under China's statist model, the EV industry was lavished with at least $230 billion in government subsidies from 2009 until 2023. Government grants still account for an estimated 35 percent of BYD's net profit. And most Chinese EV companies don't look like BYD. China has around 200 EV companies, and that's after hundreds went out of business. Very few of these make any meaningful contribution to advancing technology, eating up government subsidies until the trough runs dry.
Chinese carmakers also benefit from a massive domestic car market, and a 9-9-6 work culture; factory workers toil from 9 a.m. until 9 p.m., six days a week.
China's state-led model is a challenge for the U.S., which has its own lighter version of the statist model. American politicians calibrate their industrial planning of the auto sector to maximize the number of jobs and the number of regulations, environmental and safety, it must comply with. But the U.S. market is at least responsive to consumer demand, unlike China, where cars nobody wants are rotting away. U.S. demand for EVs is weak, partly because of the end of federal subsidies last year.
Right now, U.S. policy is defensive, keeping Chinese EVs out of the U.S. market through tariffs that add up to over 100 percent. But while closing the market to Chinese cars helps protect jobs at Detroit's Big Three automakers, it also stifles the innovation that comes from competition. The U.S. risks becoming a gas-powered island while the rest of the world goes electric.
A better strategy is to be proactive and compete where the U.S. has advantages. Instead of building a competing super-fast charging system, better to leapfrog to the next-generation technology. That might include developing a solid-state battery, or a sodium-ion one, which both look promising. China now controls the processing for the vast majority of the world's battery materials: lithium, cobalt and graphite. The U.S. has some lithium deposits, but sodium is far more abundant.
The government has a small role to play by funding long-term research that isn't necessarily cost-effective at the outset. But the bigger struggle will be to avoid the temptation to lavish subsidies on the industry.
Ultimately, Chinese taxpayers are subsidizing not only their own car industry, but the purchases made by consumers around the world. This may lead China to dominate an industry or two, but it won't lead to broad, sustainable growth across the economy. It's not even doing that in China, where the government is trying its hardest to encourage more consumption spending as projected growth falls. It also won't be politically sustainable, as President Donald Trump showed when he slashed EV subsidies last year.
The U.S. can learn from China's technological advances, but it would be wrong to assume its political economy is worth emulating.
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The Checkup With Dr. Wen
Want to live longer? Do this important exercise.
Aerobic exercise is important for health, but don't forget strength training

The Gibson Center for Senior Services in Conway, New Hampshire, conducts a class using weights, resistance bands, and exercise balls on March 19. (Greta Rybus/The Washington Post)


By Leana Wen | 2026-03-26
You're reading The Checkup With Dr. Wen, a newsletter on how to navigate medical and public health challenges. Click here to get the full newsletter in your inbox, including answers to reader questions and a summary of new scientific research.
When doctors speak to patients about exercise goals, they often reference the familiar benchmark of doing 150 minutesof moderate to vigorous aerobic activity each week. That's grounded in decades of research linking movement like brisk walking, cycling or swimming to better heart health and longer life, which is reflected in recommendations from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the World Health Organization.
But evidence increasingly suggests that the total amount of movement is only part of the picture; muscle strength itself also seems to play an important role. A recent study in JAMA Network Open concluded that two simple measures of strength are significantly associated with mortality risk.
Researchers followed more than 5,400 older women at an average age of about 78. Participants first completed two straightforward strength assessments. One measured upper body strength using a handheld device that participants squeezed as hard as they could to gauge grip strength. The other assessed lower body strength by timing how long it took to stand up and sit down from a chair five times in a row without using their arms for support. The researchers then tracked outcomes for about eight and a half years.
During that period, nearly 2,000 women died. Lower mortality was strongly associated with both strength measures, including after accounting for chronic conditions, socioeconomic factors and lifestyle habits.
Notably, the link between strength and survival remained even when researchers adjusted for whether participants met recommended levels of physical activity. Among women reporting very little activity (less than 10 minutes per week), measured strength still correlated with subsequent lower mortality.
This study builds on prior research showing that muscle strength is an independent predictor of better health outcomes.  In other words, aerobic activity alone is not enough to optimize health; strength training should also be part of the overall fitness routine. This is why CDC guidance already recommends at least two strength-focused sessions per week.
What counts as strength training, and how can someone who isn't doing any begin? My advice for those who belong to a gym is to schedule a session with a certified trainer. They can assess your strength and recommend exercises that are appropriate and safe, while helping you build a routine you can stick with. For those who feel self-conscious, going to the gym during off-hours when it is less crowded can make it more comfortable to get started. You can also ask for guidance on exercises to do at home, using simple equipment such as hand weights.
Those who have injuries or chronic pain might want to start by visiting a physical therapist. They can identify which muscle groups need to be strengthened and provide clear guidance on how to exercise safely, including limits on how much to lift or which movements to avoid.
Don't discount exercises you can do with equipment you already have. Simple movements like sitting down and standing up from a chair repeatedly, wall push-ups or holding onto a counter for balance while doing gentle squats can build strength. Resistance bands are inexpensive and easy to use while watching TV. Everyday activities such as carrying groceries and climbing stairs can also contribute to maintaining muscle.
These sessions don't have to be long to be effective. Even 10 to 15 minutes of focused strength work can be beneficial, especially for those just starting out. The key is consistency. Try to build it into your routine and set aside time to do it at least twice a week.
It's also worth remembering why this matters. In addition to potentially extending lifespan, better muscle strength makes people less likely to fall and more likely to maintain their independence and manage everyday tasks. The goal is not just to live longer, but to live better, and building strength is one way to help make that possible.
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The Post's View
Why does America need a surgeon general, anyway?
A simple solution to Casey Means's stalled nomination: eliminate the position.

Casey Means at her Senate confirmation hearing on Feb. 25. (Tom Brenner/AP)


By Editorial Board | 2026-03-26
President Donald Trump's nomination of Casey Means to be surgeon general stalled in the Senate this week after a quartet of Republican senators grumbled about her qualifications and temperament. Here's an easy way to break the impasse: Eliminate the position entirely.
Americans often think about the surgeon general as the "nation's top doctor," but that's an invention of Washington. In reality, the surgeon general has become a mouthpiece for every White House's health agenda, which often involves hectoring the public -- in uniform -- on what they should and should not be consuming. Essentially the surgeon general has become the head nurse of the nanny state.
Yes, the role comes with managing the Public Health Service Commissioned Corps, which employs about 6,000 uniformed medical professionals who can deploy to various federal agencies. Yet that little-known agency could be easily managed by a civil servant, if it really needs to exist at all. That's why the actual job rarely came up during Means's confirmation hearing.
Instead, senators prodded her about positions she's espoused as a star in the Make America Healthy Again movement. That includes, for example, her claim in 2024 that the dose of the hepatitis B vaccine given at birth is a "crime" and her flirtation with the falsehood that immunizations cause autism.
Means repeatedly insisted at her hearing that she supports vaccines, but she declined to endorse specific shots. She also refused to acknowledge the consensus that they don't cause autism. Instead, she said, "we should not leave any stones unturned" in researching the condition.
Why, exactly, does America really need another taxpayer-funded scold? No doubt, some previous surgeons general produced serious reports for the public, including warnings about the dangers of smoking. But often they fixate on ideological projects based on flimsy research, such as Surgeon General C. Everett Koop's fearmongering in the 1980s that video games make kids more violent.
Vivek Murthy, who held the job under Presidents Joe Biden and Barack Obama, championed gun control, declared loneliness an "epidemic" and went on TV around the Christmas holidays to urge Americans to drink less.
The federal government has plenty of other ways to inform consumers about health risks. That includes many agencies at the Department of Health and Human Services that are staffed with medical doctors, who are in a better position to produce rigorous scientific reviews.
The value of the Commissioned Corps is iffy, too. Defenders say the agency provides surge capacity to meet government needs during a crisis. Yet a 2010 report from HHS estimated that employing officers from the agency costs 15 percent more than simply hiring civilians to perform the tasks they carry out.
Even if Congress cannot get behind eliminating the Commissioned Corps, why would they want it to be led by someone who sees their primary job as a flack? That's bad enough in ordinary times; it's worse when that person has a history of vaccine skepticism.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2026/03/26/casey-means-surgeon-general-nomination/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Opinions
No, Trump is not losing his nerve on Iran
Three weeks that could change the Middle East forever.

The Callisto tanker sits anchored in Port Sultan Qaboos on March 12, as the traffic is down in the Strait of Hormuz. (Benoit Tessier/REUTERS)


By Marc Thiessen | 2026-03-27
"If you can keep your head when all about you are losing theirs and blaming it on you. If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you. ... If you can wait and not be tired by waiting. ... Yours is the Earth and everything that's in it." -- Rudyard Kipling
Speculation is flying that President Donald Trump, buffeted by rising gas prices and domestic political concerns, is desperate for an off-ramp and looking for a deal with Iran to end the war. These leaks, whispers and rumors are wrong. While others may be panicking, I know from well-placed sources that Trump has never been more determined to see this military campaign through to completion.
Nearly four weeks into Operation Epic Fury, the president is on the cusp of achieving all of the military objectives he has set -- but he understands that none of them are  yet fully complete. We are at the enemy's 20-yard line, but the final yards are  always the hardest. All the easy targets have been hit. What's left are the most hidden, hardened and complex challenges.
"We're in a red zone," retired Army Gen. Jack Keane told me in a podcast interview. But to win, the United States needs to get into the end zone, and Adm. Brad Cooper, commander of U.S. Central Command, needs another three weeks for that. Given that time, Keane said, "the combined force will accomplish all assigned objectives ... to include opening the Strait of Hormuz by force and keeping it open" and taking "nuclear enrichment ... off the board completely by military operations."
U.S. negotiations with Iran are a sign not of desperation but strength. Shortly after the start of the war, Trump declared that there would be "no deal with Iran except UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER!" He has now put a 15-point plan on the table that effectively sets the terms of that surrender. He is willing to talk with Iran -- but while he negotiates, he is pummeling the regime.
The message to Iran is that the war can end in one of two ways: Either the regime gives Trump what he demands, or the United States will "unleash hell" and take it from them. Trump is right to pursue both options at once -- speaking to the remnants of the regime to see if they are ready to cry uncle, while ruthlessly battering them from the sea and skies.
After Iran's capacity for nuclear enrichment is eliminated and the strait is reopened, the final military task will be to take control of Kharg Island, through which roughly 96 percent of Iran's crude oil exports pass. If the U.S. controls Kharg and the Strait of Hormuz, it controls Iran's oil -- and thus its economy. Trump, in other words, will then have this brutal, terrorist-supporting regime's head in a vice from which there is no escape.
At that point, he can impose terms of surrender: No more nuclear enrichment, no more ballistic missile production, no more support for terrorist proxies and, importantly, no more massacres of protesters. If regime remnants violate any of Trump's terms, he can tighten the vice at will -- either by cutting off Iran's oil and forcing the economic collapse of the country or by striking it militarily.
Though anything can happen, it is unlikely the regime will disappear in the next three weeks. But once military operations conclude, the United States and Israel will have created ripe conditions for Iranians to restore their lost freedoms. Iran's surviving leaders should be told in no uncertain terms: If you continue executions or fire on protesters, you will pay a heavy price. This threat will create space for the Iranian people to organize, form an opposition and return to the streets to force democratic change.
This much is certain: We are closer to the end than the beginning -- and the military campaign is "exceeding expectations," Keane said. In the next three weeks, the U.S. aims to eliminate Iran's capacity for nuclear enrichment, offensive military action and military production; take control of the Strait of Hormuz and Iran's oil; and set conditions for eventual regime collapse. If it achieves those goals, that "would be a stunning accomplishment by anybody's definition, except the people that are ideologically opposed to anything that Donald Trump does."
All of that is within the president's grasp if, like Kipling's great man, he continues to keep his head while all around him others are losing theirs.
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Letters to the Editor
Robert Mueller was a true American hero. He should be eulogized as such.
Robert S. Mueller III and DHS funding, in readers eyes

(Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


By Letters to the Editor | 2026-03-26
Years ago, my brother, a decorated Marine Corps Vietnam veteran, told me about a young lawyer who'd risen through the ranks of federal prosecutors to become the director of the FBI. His name was Robert S. Mueller III. Marc Fisher described this true American hero in the March 22 front-page obituary "Bastion of calm amid political storms."
Mueller could have followed the example of so many privileged men of the 1960s and sat out the growing war in Vietnam by way of student deferments, health issues or other means. Instead, fresh from Princeton and New York University, he entered the Marine Corps Officer Candidates School at Quantico, Virginia. He entered the Corps at a time when its young lieutenants were thrown into some of the deadliest battles of the war -- including his own encounters with the tough North Vietnamese army. Mueller survived, but not before suffering a gunshot wound. He went to serve as the aide of the commanding general of the Third Marine Division: my father, William K. Jones. Like Mueller, my dad also was shot before leaving the treacherous lines on the border with North Vietnam. Given the honor and long service of Mueller's life, I'm quite sure that Gen. Jones is saluting Mueller on the far shores of Tripoli.
Charles Jones, Richmond
Sadly, it would have been naive to expect better than what President Donald Trump posted on Truth Social: "Robert Mueller just died. Good, I'm glad he's dead. He can no longer hurt innocent people!"
The president's post speaks volumes about himself, rather than the good and faithful servant he vilified.
Our nation owes a debt of gratitude to Robert S. Mueller III. He served in the Marine Corps during the Vietnam War and was decorated with two Commendation Medals, as well as the Bronze Star and the Purple Heart. He also became FBI director at a critical time in our nation's history, shortly before the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001. Mueller was widely viewed as nonpartisan, as evidenced by his 98-0 Senate confirmation vote.
Mueller's last government service was as special counsel for the Justice Department to determine whether the Trump campaign had colluded with Russia in 2016. For this role, Mueller earned the apparently everlasting ire of Trump, but he was a dedicated public servant who handled his missions with resolve, dignity and integrity.
Diane B. Norton, Fairfax
I hope all members of Congress are satisfied with the consequences of their inaction in ending the shutdown of the Department of Homeland Security. Members of Congress have demonstrated that allegiance to their parties outweighs their duty to the American people. The people they pledged to serve are suffering. And hardworking Americans are again struggling to pay their bills. This is not leadership. This is neglect.
Kevin Radzewicz, Chesapeake
The March 23 editorial "Sending ICE agents to airports won't help as much as ending shutdown" rightly highlighted the chaos the federal government has created for air travelers and Transportation Security Administration officers. There is a permanent solution to ensure politicians can't do this to us again.
Congress already has several bipartisan bills sitting before it that would insulate us all from its political drama. The Aviation Funding Solvency Act and the Aviation Funding Stability Act would ensure that air traffic controllers are paid during future government shutdowns. The Keep America Flying Act would provide the same lasting protection for TSA officers.
These practical measures would provide paycheck stability for federal aviation workers and help prevent massive disruptions. Yet Congress has failed to act.
Our aviation system is one of the most critical components of the U.S. economy and national security, but as long as its workers (including TSA screeners, customs clearance officers and air traffic controllers) are used as pawns in government shutdowns, we will keep seeing the same consequences: staffing shortages, long lines and disruptions for the traveling public.
It's unfathomable that passengers are having to wait hours to be screened at some airports, and it's utterly wrong that TSA officers are receiving another empty paycheck this week.
Congress must act now to pay TSA officers immediately and then pass legislation to ensure this never happens again.
Chris Sununu, Washington
The writer, a former governor of New Hampshire, is president and CEO of Airlines for America.
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Opinions
A new nightmare awaits Americans at the airport
Immigration agents with little public trust and training add to stress of flying for Americans.

Passengers wait at John F. Kennedy International Airport in New York on Wednesday. (David Dee Delgado/Getty Images)


By Kathleen Parker | 2026-03-26
American citizens who thought they were immune from reckoning with Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents have been rudely awakened by the newest travel nightmare: ICE is in the airport.
As if the prospect of playing high-altitude roulette weren't stressful enough, now some of the nation's busiest airports are staffed by ICE agents, purportedly to fill gaps left by more than 450 Transportation Security Administration officers who, largely unpaid since mid-February, have called it quits and gone home. As of Monday, more than 3,200 TSA officers, or nearly 11 percent of the force, didn't show up for work. Those still at their jobs are working without pay -- and we thank you for your service.
It's hard to fathom the genius "thinking" behind the decision to deploy ICE, possibly the most despised federal agency, to the combustible environment of overcrowded airports, long lines and irate travelers coping with the partial government shutdown that began earlier this year.
Adding to the travel anxiety, a Canadian aircraft crashed Sunday into an emergency vehicle upon landing at New York's LaGuardia Airport, killing two pilots and injuring dozens of passengers. Two air traffic controllers were in the tower at the time and at least one was doing several jobs, said National Transportation Safety Board Chair Jennifer Homendy.
So, what are your spring break plans this year? Staycations have never been so appealing.
To paraphrase President Donald Trump, I'm sure there are fine people in ICE, but they've done little to earn the confidence of the American public. After two citizens -- Renee Good and Alex Pretti -- were shot and killed by impulse-challenged federal agents, one ICE and the others Border Patrol, one wonders what provocation might prompt a lethal response in the overwrought environment of exhausted, frustrated crowds trapped in soulless airports. Indeed, assaults on TSA agents have increased 500 percent since the shutdown began, TSA Deputy Administrator Ha Nguyen McNeill said Wednesday during a House committee hearing.
At some airports, wait times exceed four hours. Instead of doing the jobs of TSA agents, for which they're untrained, ICE agents in Atlanta and elsewhere reportedly are mostly standing and watching lines. This might be a baby step forward in behavior modification.
Those hurt most by Washington's near-perennial budget war are the TSA agents. While a traveler's struggle to stay sane in a crowded airport is not for the weak-willed, it doesn't compare to the hardships facing agents trying to pay bills and feed a family without a regular paycheck for six weeks and counting. Some have been sleeping in their cars at the airport to save on gas. Others have lost child care. Some face eviction.
And to think, ICE is partly the cause of it all. Deadly violence in Minnesota, combined with other unacceptable spectacles, led Democrats to demand reforms as part of their budget negotiations. Both sides are digging in their heels as airport lines grow longer, while the most vexing question is whether their standoff is putting security at risk. The answer, according to McNeill, is yes.
A pox on all their houses, I say. Republicans have been unwilling to fund Homeland Security, which includes ICE, while debating Democratic demands for ICE reforms. When Republicans tried to extract ICE from the funding bill to be litigated separately, Democrats said no. As of Thursday, officials were trying to figure out how to get TSA agents paid without coming to terms on the other issues.
Some people who watched the ICE occupation of Minneapolis may find common ground with Democrats, whose demands seem reasonable: no masks, warrants before entering a home, wear a badge so people can identify the officer arresting them, wear a body cam, stay away from sensitive places such as churches and schools, and wear standardized uniforms so agents don't look like randos searching for someone with brown skin to beat up. Oh, and no racial profiling.
Civilized societies require these standards of armed men and women who have authority over their fellow citizens. The key word from the right's perspective is "citizen." Most of the migrants under siege aren't legal citizens, which, to many Republicans, disqualifies them from due process, even if many of them have lived, worked and paid taxes in the United States for decades. MAGA Republicans may view this argument favorably, but it fails on every value that Americans have let guide them in their treatment of fellow human beings, regardless of citizenship.
We're better than this, or we used to be, even if many of our elected officials have forgotten.
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Opinions
The dark cloud looming over baseball's new golden age
Will a lockout trample the sport's best moment in years?

The Dodgers' Shohei Ohtani celebrates after scoring in Game 3 of the 2025 World Series in Los Angeles. (Brynn Anderson/AP)


By Will Leitch | 2026-03-26
You're reading Fanfare With Will Leitch, a newsletter on the cultural moments capturing America's attention. Click here to get the full edition in your inbox, including bonus musings on trends and recommendations for the weekend. 
I spend an alarmingly high percentage of my time on this earth watching all manner of sports, but my favorite is baseball. It's the one I loved first, the one I was the best at playing, the one that has been a constant in my life for so long it's difficult to find a baby picture of me in which I'm not wearing something with a St. Louis Cardinals logo on it. Everyone in my life knows this about me, and because none of them love baseball as much as I do, whenever something from Baseball Fanatic World crosses into the realm of casual fans, they reach out. Go ask Will. He's the baseball guy.
This gives me a useful perspective into how baseball is resonating in the larger culture. It's fascinating to see what breaks through. And sadly, for years, it's generally been scandal of some sort. Steroids. Labor issues. Sign stealing. Gambling.
I don't necessarily believe baseball has more scandals than other sports, but I do think it suffers from them more because baseball is the sport most associated with a sort of (mostly imagined) pastoral innocence: Fans fall in love with it so young that, as they grow up, it inevitably disappoints. As the late, great commissioner A. Bartlett Giamatti once said, baseball "is designed to break your heart." No one says football breaks their heart: It's far too utilitarian and transactional for that. But baseball can burrow into you like a first love. That's why people get so mad at it: When something goes wrong, it feels like a betrayal.
So I've been delighted, over the past couple of years, to have these casual fan friends seek me out not with complaints but with praise. No longer do I hear about how baseball has lost its way. Instead? Wow, that Shohei Ohtani sure is something else. I got home from the Braves game last night an hour earlier than ever before; is that the pitch clock? What a World Series, right? How fun was that Italian team at the World Baseball Classic? They're doing something they haven't done in a long time: telling me how baseball has made them happy.
The 2025 World Series between the Los Angeles Dodgers and Toronto Blue Jays, a seven-game thriller, earned the highest television ratings since 2017, continuing a trend of increased viewership across several networks. Attendance increased in 2025 for the third straight year. The runaway success of this spring's World Baseball Classic (a 156 percent increase in ratings over the 2023 event) was no outlier: MLB's popularity is jumping internationally. Japanese viewership was up 20 percent last year, and Latin America's rose 16 percent in 2024.
But as with baseball itself, it's easy to lose yourself in the stats. The resurgence is everywhere you look, thanks largely to vibrant personalities and the rising quality of play. The game offers up a superstar for every taste, from the transcendent, generational talent of Julio Rodriguez, to the mythical aura of Aaron Judge, to the charming, out-of-nowhere 60-homer season from Cal Raleigh (with the classic baseball nickname of "Big Dumper") to, of course, the unicorn that is Ohtani, who constantly does things no human has ever done before. The game is crisp and fun right now. You can't miss it.
Which is why everyone is so scared, once again, that they're going to screw it all up.
Because I'm starting to hear something else from my casual fan friends: They're not gonna strike, are they?
Oh yes: That. In December, the collective bargaining agreement between Major League Baseball and the players union expires, and it is widely expected that the league -- really, MLB Commissioner Rob Manfred and the owners he represents -- will impose a lockout shortly thereafter. (Which, obviously, is very different from a strike, though the casual fan tends to conflate the two.) There was a lockout after the 2021 season as well, and it was quite contentious, but because it was settled by March 10, ultimately no games were lost. This has led Manfred, justifiably, to boast that he has never lost a game to a labor fight during his 11 years as commissioner.
It may be harder this time. Owners have signaled that they will insist on a salary cap, which they claim will help level the playing field between teams financially. But many observers (and certainly the union) believe the idea is just a way to lower salaries -- to essentially save owners from themselves.
The salary cap is the great red line for the players union. It has long been seen as a signifier of the union's strength that MLB is the only North American professional sports league without a cap. The players will be extremely loath, to say the least, to consent to one.
Maybe cooler heads will prevail. Saber-rattling is common in labor negotiations, particularly early in the process. And the no-stoppage streak extends well beyond Manfred. Baseball hasn't lost a regular season game to a labor battle since the 1994 World Series was canceled, a near-fatal, self-inflicted wound that took the sport years to recover from. But that psychic scar still stings: Baseball fans will accept a lot, but the one thing that truly tests their loyalty is a money fight that makes it so there is, in fact, no baseball.
Nine months out from the bargaining agreement's expiration, the looming threat is piercing the public consciousness, and it is doing so at a highly inopportune time, potentially blunting all the game's momentum. People are embracing baseball again in a way they haven't in years, maybe decades. I've enjoyed my friends doing something other than complaining about baseball. I hope the sport won't give them a big reason to start again.
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Opinions
The Mideast pushed out the Muslim Brotherhood. Here's where it landed.
Western tolerance and complacency prove fertile ground for radicalization.

A police officer at the site of a Nov. 9, 2020, raid in Graz, Austria, carried out as part of crackdown on organizations tied to the Muslim Brotherhood and Hamas. (Erwin Scheriau/APA/AFP/Getty Images)


By Tareq Alotaiba | 2026-03-26
Tareq Alotaiba is a fellow at the Belfer Center at Harvard University.
Arab states spent decades learning to contain the Muslim Brotherhood. Europe has yet to begin. The result is a dangerous irony: As the radical Islamist group's influence wanes in the Middle East, it is growing stronger in Europe by the day.
For years, security experts in the United States and Europe have warned about the organization. And yet, outside of Austria, no E.U. state has taken decisive action. Most Western states tolerate the group's political wings, citing its peaceful integration into political systems. In the United States, President Donald Trump signed an executive order designating chapters of the Muslim Brotherhood as foreign terrorist organizations. But there has not been a concerted Western effort to counter the movement's ideological threat.
In Britain, the United Arab Emirates cut scholarships for Emirati students, concerned they could be radicalized by Islamists in the country. In Belgium, neighborhoods have become parallel societies. In Germany, despite the government raising concerns, the group continues to grow in its cities. In Sweden, the Qatari-funded affiliate has turned the country into a hotbed of Islamist ideology.
Last year, a French government report on the Brotherhood called out the danger and warned of the group's spread in European society. The report was picked up and repeated in European capitals, where academics and civil society dismissed it as alarmist.
Why the complacency? Western conventions against interfering with religion are one reason. But that bias for tolerance has served to give mosques tied to the Brotherhood free rein to spread messages of intolerance and hate, including some that exalt jihadist violence, in many Western cities. The group's spread also threatens the cohesion of European states by exacerbating racial tensions and establishing alternative social structures based on its interpretation of sharia.
The modus operandi of the Brotherhood is patience -- it waits until it is confident in its strength, then moves against the established state structure. The French report described a deliberately "subversive" project by the national Muslim Brotherhood affiliate, Musulmans de France, to gradually challenge secularism in France. The influence of the group has contributed to the ghettoization of immigrant communities, isolating Muslims from mainstream society. Because of that, European Muslim youths increasingly adhere to extreme religious views at odds with the national values of their adoptive states.
The problem has been building for a long time. In 2017, Abdullah bin Zayed al-Nahyan, the UAE foreign minister, warned, "There will come a day that we will see far more radical extremists and terrorists coming out of Europe because of [a] lack of decision-making, trying to be politically correct, or assuming that they [Western states] know the Middle East, and they know Islam, and they know the others far better than we do." Europe has become the Brotherhood's ideological center.
One challenge in addressing the threat lies in the group's approach to its Islamist agenda. Although its ideology has inspired much terrorism, its methods have seldom been violent. The Brotherhood's strategy is to slowly indoctrinate youth until the organization can leverage its societal influence into political control.
Another challenge is the group's informal structure. There is no formal headquarters or leader -- it's a coalition of loosely linked Islamist social and political organizations. These are based on the original Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood, founded in 1928, whose ideology later adopted the writing of Sayyid Qutb. Qutb's philosophies are hostile to Arab leaders and Western states, blaming debauchery and what he saw as moral inadequacies for the poor state of Arab societies. His doctrines on jahiliyyah, revolutionary vanguardism and the rejection of secular governance have shaped generations of Islamic terrorists from al-Qaeda to the Islamic State.
The West can learn from states such as Jordan, Morocco and the UAE, which have succeeded in combating the Brotherhood's influence. In the Islamic world, the relationship between states and the group takes four forms. One is control, whereby states such as Morocco allow Islamists to act within their political systems but control them. Second is conflict, in which the group is made illegal and consequently either is eradicated, as in the UAE and Jordan, or forced underground, as in Egypt. Third is influence, where the Brotherhood sways or is part of the state, as in Turkey. Finally, there is convenience. States cooperate with the group when it suits their agenda, such as in Saudi Arabia, or, in the case of Qatar, supporting the Brotherhood and other affiliated Islamists.
The possible consequences of Europe's approach -- inaction -- should be apparent to all as the 25th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks approaches. The Hamburg cell, which took part in planning the terrorist atrocity, included the three al-Qaeda suicide pilots, Mohamed Atta, Marwan Al-Shehhi and Ziad Samir Jarrah. They were international students in Germany, and it was there that they were indoctrinated and radicalized in a mosque tied to the Muslim Brotherhood.
The values of Western democracies created an environment that has protected the Muslim Brotherhood and allowed it to expand its influence. It took decades for Arab states to weaken the group's influence. It would be a mistake for the West to assume it has that kind of time.
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Opinions
Teens are 'predicting' March Madness. That's a problem.
Prediction markets use language of finance to mask expansion of sports betting.

UCLA's Brandon Williams walks off the court after the second round of the NCAA college basketball tournament on Sunday. (Matt Rourke/AP)


By Mick Mulvaney | 2026-03-26
Mick Mulvaney served as the director of the Office of Management and Budget and acting White House chief of staff in the first Trump administration. He is the executive director of Gambling is Not Investing.
As March Madness heats up this week, millions of Americans will monitor their brackets, watch buzzer-beaters, and, increasingly, put money on the games. I will be among them.
But this year more than ever, some of the most active bettors may not even be old enough to legally place a wager in most states. That's because more and more sports betting is happening not on regulated sportsbooks but on "prediction markets" -- platforms such as Kalshi and Polymarket that insist their "sports event contracts" are entirely different from sports betting.
They aren't.
If you can stake money on whether a team covers the spread, hits the over/under or wins outright, the label doesn't matter. For users, the experience is indistinguishable from sports betting. And during March Madness -- a tournament built around college campuses and young audiences -- that purported distinction is dangerous.
In most states, legal sportsbooks require users to be 21 or older. Prediction markets allow users as young as 18 to stake money on sports.
The companies behind prediction markets prefer not to discuss this. Instead, they describe their products in the language of finance. They talk about "contracts," "price discovery" and even "truth machines." In reality, these platforms mostly facilitate sports gambling.
And unlike state-licensed sportsbooks, prediction markets are not bound by the same consumer protection frameworks such as a minimum age requirement of 21, responsible gaming resources and wager dispute recourse. They do not follow the same state-by-state rules, do not contribute comparable tax revenue to local communities and do not consistently provide the same responsible-gaming safeguards such as gambling addiction support.
The law is clear. States have the jurisdiction to regulate sports betting. But prediction markets argue they are regulated by the Commodity Futures Trading Commission, an agency created to regulate agricultural and financial derivatives, not nationwide online gambling. Congress never tasked the CFTC with setting guidance for sports betting, and the Supreme Court ruled in 2018 that authority rests with states.
Yet prediction markets are now offering sports-related wagering across the country, including in jurisdictions like my home state, South Carolina, that have not yet chosen to legalize sports betting at all.
The result is a system that undermines state policy decisions and the guardrails those policies put in place. States that have legalized sports betting did so deliberately, establishing age limits, creating new tax revenue and ensuring operators meet strict licensing standards. Prediction markets sidestep those requirements entirely.
The age issue is particularly hard to ignore. For years, policymakers debated the minimum age for sports betting, often landing on 21 to protect younger users. Prediction markets have effectively reset that threshold to 18 -- not through legislation but through regulatory gamesmanship.
States are starting to fight back, paving the way for a legal showdown at the Supreme Court. Just last week, Nevada secured a court order forcing Kalshi to immediately stop offering sports-related bets on its platform. A few days earlier, Arizona filed criminal charges against Kalshi, accusing the company of operating an illegal gambling platform.
The legal volleys, though, could take years to play out. Meanwhile, prediction market operators are rushing to lure underage users. The companies have focused aggressive marketing on college campuses, targeting the teenagers who are too young to legally gamble on sportsbooks. On social media platforms such as X, TikTok and Instagram, Kalshi and Polymarket dole out payments for posts featuring their markets. In one case, they even courted a 15-year-old influencer.
March Madness will come and go. Brackets will bust. Champions will be crowned. But the regulatory gap exposed by this tournament will remain -- until policymakers choose to address it.
When 18-year-olds can risk money to "predict" the outcome of a game that they cannot legally bet on in the same state, the issue isn't what we call it. It's that the system isn't working.
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Opinions
How my dad went out on a win
His heart stopped in January, but it carried dreams of March.

UConn's Tarris Reed Jr., left, and UCLA's Eric Freeny reach for a rebound during in the second round of the NCAA college basketball tournament on Sunday in Philadelphia. (Matt Slocum/Associated Press)


By Blake Roberts | 2026-03-26
Blake Roberts lives in Bethesda, Maryland.
Eight weeks ago, the night before he died, my dad watched the UConn men take on Providence from his hospital bed. The game was close. With two minutes left, the channel he was watching cut away; its affiliate would continue the game. My dad could not physically change the channel. A nurse would probably not come in time. So, he called my mom at home.
She put the game on, let him listen to the play-by-play and filled in the gaps. The game ended. They talked, said "I love you" and hung up. It would be their last conversation.
Overnight, my dad's heart stopped twice. Hartford Hospital resuscitated him twice. My mom got there in time to be with him when his heart stopped the final time.
What made my father care enough about the game to make that call?
He wasn't an alumnus. He didn't know the players or coaches personally. But it mattered to him who won.
Sports create entertainment, money and meaning. The greatest of these is meaning.
I still remember being asked on the first-grade bus whether I was rooting for the Boston Red Sox or New York Mets in the 1986 World Series. I picked the Red Sox, got my first taste of heartbreak and stuck with it. Dad joined me.
As Red Sox fans, we suffered. But then, in 2004, we saw the Sox climb out of a historic hole to beat the Yankees and break the Curse. That journey -- full of pain and hope and fear and joy -- mattered to my dad and me, because we picked a team.
Steve Roberts was also a UConn fan by choice, not birth. In 1978, my dad moved from New Orleans to Manchester, Connecticut, for a promotion and a four-year rotation at the home office of Travelers Insurance. He stayed.
He was there for the parallel rise of the UConn men and women under coaches Jim Calhoun and Geno Auriemma. (And it was a big rise: The state celebrated the men's team winning the National Invitation Tournament in 1988.) We spent hours watching Ray Allen and Rip Hamilton, Rebecca Lobo and Jen Rizzotti, and countless others.

Steve Roberts getting ready for the UConn women to take on Ohio State in the NCAA Tournament in 2023. (Mary Roberts) (Photo by Mary Roberts)


In that sense, UConn meant something to my dad because he chose to pay attention to it. He was pretty good with attention. Little League and dance recitals? All over it. He served on the school foundation for decades. He wasn't preoccupied with his own status, but he would spend hours smoking meat in a steel-drum smoker he built himself, sourcing and soaking wood, preparing cuts and babysitting the temperature.
That is not to say he was above pride. The rear windows of our family cars displayed the schools my sister and I attended like banners in a gym. But prestige was never the focus. He and Mom raised us to be good people who tried hard. Our achievements were a delightful side effect. And he took pride in UConn: The triumphs brought him joy, all because he had chosen to care.
As he aged, and my sister and I moved out, UConn became even more important to my dad. He would often say that the holidays and UConn basketball got him through the long Connecticut winter.
The Huskies brought more drama than the Hallmark movies he also loved. One time, in this last hospital stay, he called my mom to tell her he had passed a heart test. She got her notepad, and he said he would spell out the name of the test: "U ... C ... O ... N ... I can't believe you didn't get it yet." They cracked up. It had been a nerve-racking overtime win against Villanova.
Relationships and stories drove meaning for Dad, in both life and sports. Seeing the UConn women win it all last year meant more because he had watched Paige Bueckers for five years. Her struggles through injury and adversity, and the weight of expectations, made the championship a vindication of persistence.
My dad embraced craft, from grilling to golf. Excellence drew him to sports. The clockwork teamwork of the 2024 UConn men was beautiful to watch, even in a blowout.
Dad played life hard and got into medical foul trouble late in his life. A stroke right before the pandemic limited him physically. But he never gave up. He survived and advanced. Get through one health scare, live to meet another grandchild. Gather for another holiday. Watch another season.
Those were the fundamentals that created meaning for my dad. Sports have their fundamentals, too. That night against Providence, I'm sure coach Dan Hurley and the UConn men looked to play excellent basketball and win the game in front of them. It was another test, another step on the road to crafting a national champion.
What they didn't know was that they were playing the last game my dad would watch on this Earth. They let him go out on a win. An ending narrated by the love of his life.
At his funeral, the priest said that, in heaven, my dad could watch UConn games. I hope he's right. Dad's heart stopped in January, but it carried dreams of March.
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Opinions
Neither tattoos nor slurs are slowing down this Senate candidate
The controversial Democrat is still piquing Mainers' interest by channeling their frustrations.  

Democratic Senate candidate Graham Platner in Ogunquit, Maine, on Oct. 22. (Sophie Park/Getty Images)


By Carine Hajjar | 2026-03-26
SOUTH BERWICK, Maine -- Not even Sen. Elizabeth Warren seems to care about Graham Platner's Nazi tattoo. The progressive Massachusetts Democrat endorsed Platner in Maine's Democratic Senate primary last week, just days after his opponent, Gov. Janet Mills, released her first attack ad on the 41-year-old Marine veteran and oyster farmer.
The ad features women reacting to Platner's old social media posts making light of sexual assault. That's just one scandalous theme in a trove of more than 1,800 deleted Reddit posts. There's no shortage of material from Platner's past: Socialist Rifle Association instructor, self-labeled "antifa supersoldier," and did I mention the (now covered-over) Nazi tattoo? This week, Mills released another ad highlighting an old anti-gay slur and other offensive language. "The closer you look," the ad concludes, "the worse it gets."
Platner has apologized for some of his past posts, saying he was struggling after his military service. And when I talked to voters, his controversies never came up -- unless I asked about them.
"There's always going to be controversies brought up on both sides," Tom Caswell, a 56-year-old nurse at a veterans facility, told me in front of a Walmart in Oxford, Maine. There's "no controversy," 75-year-old Denise Johnson said at a town hall for Platner in South Berwick. "Are you kidding me?" she said, and pointed to the controversies surrounding President Donald Trump. "Do you think a tattoo is gonna matter to me?"
As Mills trails in the polls, she has resorted to spotlighting oppo hits to slow the political newcomer's momentum as they vie for the chance to unseat Maine's senior U.S. senator, Republican Susan Collins. Mills's calculation seems to be that voters haven't had enough time to acquaint themselves with Platner's iniquities. But in today's political climate, Americans are also plenty conditioned to controversy. And Democrats, desperate to reanimate the party, have been quick to drop the faux outrage. Though the 78-year-old Mills still has establishment backing in Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-New York), big-name senators like Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont) and Ruben Gallego (D-Arizona) are supporting Platner. Many Maine voters feel similarly.
Caswell is backing Platner because "I think he really cares about Mainers" and the state is "ready for a change." Even some of Mills's supporters are unbothered by her opponent's past. At one stop on the governor's "Candid Conversations" tour, at a bar in Westbrook, 83-year-old Jay Lacke explained that he prefers Mills because of her experience. But he didn't begrudge Platner his social media history.
"I did stupid things when I was young, and even when I was not so young, I would make some really stupid posts," he told me. "I'd get angry. I'd go online, I'd post something, and then I'd say, 'Why the hell did I do that?'"
Anger is as central to Platner's political survival as it is to his appeal. He is relying on his supporters to understand the human impulse to say -- or tattoo -- abhorrent things when angry. And voters are either satisfied with that explanation or cynical enough about the current state of politics not to care. In any case, Platner is packing venues across the Pine Tree State.
When a March 8 town hall in South Berwick filled the Marshwood High School auditorium to capacity, Platner strode right into the overflow crowd in the atrium. If a circle of people hadn't formed around him, it would have been difficult to pick him out: The bearded strawberry blond wore a Patagonia fleece paired with khaki-colored jeans and Blundstone boots.
"The ultra rich and powerful ... they hold all of the money, and they got it, they got it because they cheated," Platner intoned in a gruff baritone, one hand in his pocket. "I refuse to believe that some billionaire works so much harder than the people I know in eastern Maine who have three to four jobs just to keep a roof over their head."
Gone are the days of Democrats peddling hope. Platner's stump speech relies entirely on grievances: the "hoarded" wealth of the ultrarich, establishment politicians who are paid off to protect it, wars he blames on Trump's desire to distract us from "reading the Epstein files," a Supreme Court that's simply an "activist wing of a form of American conservatism." The biggest applause line of the night was his plan to "bring all of these people who've been breaking the law" during the Trump administration "in front of Senate committees" to "hold them accountable in front of the American people." He added: "I want to drag ICE agents in front of a Senate committee. We cannot just move on again."
What Platner makes up for in anger, he lacks in policy particulars. His America is a land of fixed wealth and potential. The only way to spread prosperity is to take it back from those who hoard it, or to have the government create more.
"We need to go after wealth where it is right now, via the tax code, because the wealth is not down here with regular people," he told me. When it comes to funding big-ticket promises like universal health care, Platner shrugged off concerns about finding the money to do so, citing the $8 trillion spent on post-9/11 wars. "Nobody's taxes went up" for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, he told me. "We just magicked it up and threw it away."
It might be hard to hocus-pocus $32 trillion, which is the estimated cost of Medicare-for-all. And when I expressed worry about tax hikes for more than just the ultra-wealthy, Platner told me to read John Maynard Keynes. "We've got, we have plenty of economic theories and structures that allow us, and have allowed us, by the way, in the past, to use public money for large public projects."
Platner backs a billionaire minimum tax, but it's still unclear where he draws the line between money-hoarder and self-made success. "I'm not talking about taxing people who made $25 million a year because they, like, started a small business and got very successful," he explained. "I'm talking about going after the corporate power, or the corporate wealth, and, frankly, the financialized wealth."
When the state legislature's efforts to pass a millionaire's tax came up, Platner said he wasn't involved. But he supports "the concept."
At this point in the primary, Platner's appeal isn't the finer points of his policies -- it's his novel approach to politics. His accessibility, his youth, his anger and, yes, his mistakes are piquing voters' curiosity more than repelling them. Gabe Cohen, a 26-year-old who drove up from New Hampshire to see the candidate, told me, "He's part of the next generation of politicians that's going to change the face of the country."
That's if Platner can pull off his big ideas. Anger might be enough to win the primary in June. But it will be difficult to persuade working Mainers to replace the chair of the Senate Appropriations Committee with a junior senator who thinks he can deliver universal health care without raising their taxes.
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The Post's View
Bernie Sanders doubles down on his dumbest idea
A federal moratorium on new data centers would make AI more expensive for everyone.

Bernie Sanders and Alexandria Ocasio Cortez hold a Wednesday news conference. (J. Scott Applewhite/AP)


By Editorial Board | 2026-03-26
America is lucky that Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont) wasn't in office for the advent of the light bulb. We might all still be reading by candlelight.
On Wednesday, the 84-year-old formally introduced legislation that would impose a federal moratorium on all new data centers until artificial intelligence can be brought to heel. Sanders wants to hold innovation hostage until AI companies are prohibited from "releasing harmful products into the world," whatever that means. His bill would even ban U.S. exports of AI computing infrastructure to countries that do not impose all the "safeguards" he demands.
Sanders may be part of the lunatic fringe, and his bill is certain to fail in the current Congress, but he is tapping into real anxieties as he fights the future. He said Wednesday that similar proposals are under consideration in a dozen states, and more than 100 communities across America have already enacted moratoriums of their own. Federalism means these shortsighted localities will suffer as other jurisdictions leapfrog them, attracting jobs and tax revenue. But Sanders wants to hold back the whole country.
Future prosperity is never guaranteed. Sanders fancies himself a revolutionary, but he's behaving like a reactionary -- throwing sand into the gears of progress. He genuinely believes that he and Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-New York), who introduced the House companion of his bill, will be smarter about managing the diffusion of complicated technology than inventors, innovators, investors and end users.
During his Wednesday news conference, Sanders complained that Congress is "way behind where it should be in understanding the nature of this revolution and its impacts." This seems like a good reason not to put legislators in control of frontier technologies. It's worth celebrating that AI advances are outpacing lawmakers' ability to suffocate the industry.
China certainly isn't going to hold back its AI development at Sanders's behest. And while the new technology will cause disruptions to the job market, that doesn't mean there will be fewer or worse jobs. Markets respond with new innovations and opportunities much better than government ever could. Stopping data centers to slow AI is akin to opposing the production of wheels because they might pinch a few fingers.
Sanders says his ban on data centers will hurt "Big Tech oligarchs." In that category, he includes Amazon founder Jeff Bezos, who owns The Post.
Everyone would pay higher prices if Sanders and Ocasio-Cortez get their way. What they seem unable to grasp is that the largest technology companies that have already built data centers would actually be better positioned than new entrants under their plan. Start-ups would struggle to break into a field in which computing power becomes increasingly expensive to access because there's not enough supply to satisfy growing demand.
Sanders was born closer to 1879, when Thomas Edison patented the first commercially-viable incandescent light bulb, than today. The octogenarian seems determined to be remembered by history as the leading Luddite of the 2020s.
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The Post's View
The Trump administration's First Amendment promise
The Justice Department settles a Biden-era case about social media censorship.

Louisiana Attorney General Liz Murill (R) and Missouri Attorney General Andrew Bailey (R) speak with reporters in March 2024 after justices heard oral arguments in Murthy v. Missouri, a First Amendment case involving the federal government and social media platforms. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Editorial Board | 2026-03-26
The First Amendment protects ideas that government agencies and experts consider misleading, false or even dangerous. That basic constitutional principle came under threat in the last decade as federal officials pressured social media companies to censor "misinformation."
Now the Trump administration has entered into a binding legal settlement decisively repudiating that meddling. On Wednesday, a federal judge signed off on the deal. Whether the government will abide by the spirit of the settlement is a different story, but it will help to have it on the books.
Missouri, Louisiana and several private individuals sued the Biden administration in 2022 for what they said was government pressure on social media companies to suppress their speech, primarily about the coronavirus pandemic, on the grounds that it was false or misleading. The plaintiffs argued that because the First Amendment bars the federal government from censoring speech directly based on its content, it also bars the government from pressuring private companies such as Facebook to do the same.
The lower courts largely ruled for the plaintiffs, but the Supreme Court in 2024 dismissed the case on a 6-3 vote for a lack of standing without addressing the First Amendment question. Two years later, the plaintiffs and the Trump Justice Department have negotiated a consent decree, or binding settlement, that is notable for its forceful affirmation of First Amendment principles.
Both sides "agree that government, politicians, media, academics, or anyone else applying labels such as 'misinformation,' 'disinformation,' or 'malinformation' to speech does not render it constitutionally unprotected," the settlement says.
That bears repeating: Outside of narrow exceptions such as libel and threats, the government cannot punish people for speech about public affairs. "Misinformation" is a bureaucratic label popularized in the 2010s. It has no legal meaning.
The consent decree emphasizes that regulatory threats can abridge the First Amendment. It says "the Government cannot take actions, formal or informal, directly or indirectly -- except as authorized by law -- to threaten Social-Media Companies with some form of punishment (i.e., an adverse legal, regulatory, or economic government sanction) unless they remove, delete, suppress, or reduce, including through altering their algorithms, posted social-media content containing protected free speech."
The unfortunate catch is that the settlement only applies to the specific plaintiffs in this particular case. In other words, only the people who initially sued the Biden administration, and public officials from Louisiana and Missouri, will enjoy the court-ordered protections from government censorship. It's unlikely the current administration would target right-leaning individuals or states, but the consent decree will apply for 10 years.
The settlement also applies only to government pressure on five companies: Facebook, Instagram, X (formerly Twitter), Linkedln and YouTube. That means, for example, Federal Communications Commission Chairman Brendan Carr's efforts to bully broadcasters to toe the administration's political line will be unaffected.
So long as it has the regulatory power to do so, the federal government will keep up the political coercion of private business. But this settlement sets an example that future litigants can throw back in the government's face when there are future rounds of bullying that infringe on constitutional rights.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: Warm through tonight, then a sharp drop in temperatures Friday
Showers are possible tonight with periods of light rain a good bet tomorrow.

Cherry trees in bloom in Georgetown. (Jeanette Cook/Flickr)


By Ian Livingston, Dan Stillman | 2026-03-26
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: It's a pleasant evening for a stroll -- perhaps on the Tidal Basin? Temperatures slowly slide through the 70s toward overnight lows in the 60s. A passing shower possible.
What's next? The cold front pushes through in the hours around sunrise, with a couple of showers along it. Some more rain possible Friday behind the front, especially south of D.C., as temperatures quickly drop to the 50s then into the 40s late day.




From highs in the upper 70s to near 80 across the D.C. region this afternoon, and temperatures still up near or above 60 when you head to work or school Friday morning, we should fall to the 50s by about 10 a.m., then into the 40s after 2 or 3 p.m.
Temperatures continue to fall Friday night, down to lows in the upper 20s to low 30s, completing a roughly 50-degree drop from this afternoon.
Plan on occasional showers much of the day Friday, and winds gusting form the north around 20 to 30 mph. Rainfall doesn't look too heavy, but it could range anywhere from about 0.1 to 0.5 inches.
A cold winter wasn't enough to hold back an early arrival of D.C.'s famed cherry blossoms. On Thursday, the blossoms at the Tidal Basin reached peak bloom earlier than normal for the seventh year in a row.
Propelled by March temperatures running about 5 degrees above normal, the March 26 bloom date ranks among the top 20 earliest in more than a century of records.
Read the full story·.
Forecast in detail
Tonight: Clouds are thickening and lowering. Some showers are possible after dark and through the night. It should generally be light. We probably only dip into the 60s before the front passes toward sunrise. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow (Friday): Near or above 60 for highs early, but a cold front pushes us back through the 50s, and perhaps into the 40s during the day with gusty north winds to boot. Periods of light rain develop behind the front, with best odds south of D.C. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: Rain ends by evening. It could mix with a little sleet or a few snowflakes well north. Overnight, skies clear. We end up within a few degrees of freezing for lows. As usual it'll be coldest north and west. Confidence: Medium-High
A look ahead
Mostly to partly sunny Saturday, and a bit crisp. Only mid-40s to around 50 for highs. Some gusts out of the north and northwest help it feel cooler at times. Confidence: Medium
Stepping upward in temperatures Sunday with sunshine in control. Still on the cool side of seasonal with mid-50s to perhaps near 60. Confidence: Medium
More sun to start the workweek. Back into the 60s Monday and probably the 70s by Tuesday. Confidence: Medium
Today's daily digit -- 8/10: It's on the warm side for the time of year, but peak bloom and green grass make up for it. | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-to-10 scale.
On this date in 1921, the temperature soared to a calendar-day record of 87 degrees. The next day would also set a record, with a high of 86. Five days that month reached at least 80 degrees, contributing to what would be the third-warmest March on record. The cherry blossoms at the Tidal Basin bloomed on March 20 that year (which is the farthest back cherry blossom bloom data is available), tied for the third-earliest on record.
Here are other notables for the day:
	Average high: 60
	Average low: 42
	Record high: 87 (1921)
	Record low: 23 (1955)
	Record precipitation: 2.16 inches (1978)
	Record snowfall: 3.0 inches (1900)

Jason Samenow contributed to this report.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
A drug bust, a mysterious white Tesla, then a U.S. Park Police officer shot
A Park Police officer wounded in what authorities said was an ambush-style shooting Monday night was involved in arresting one of the suspects during a drug bust the day before.

Officials work the scene where a U.S. Park Police officer was shot on Monday. (Kyle Mazza/Nurpho/AP)


By Peter Hermann | 2026-03-26
Vitina Palmer was driving her 22-year-old grandson from a U.S. Park Police station house in Southeast Washington on Monday when they noticed a white Tesla following them.
The grandson, Asheile Foster, had been arrested on a drug charge the day before. After he was freed pending trial by a judge, they returned to the station in her black Ford Fusion sedan to pick up a watch and a sweatshirt that had been seized.
What followed was a tense encounter detailed in court documents and Palmer's account in a Wednesday interview that tied what authorities describe as an ambush-style shooting of a Park Police officer Monday night with another shooting that occurred a few days earlier near an Eid al-Fitr celebration to mark the end of Ramadan.
As they left the police station that evening, Palmer said, they noticed the white Tesla in the parking lot. She said the Tesla's driver appeared to follow her as she pulled her 10-year-old car out of the lot with Foster in the front passenger seat.
Palmer, 59, said they didn't know who was tailing them and became fearful.
She turned on streets big and small -- and wide, like Pennsylvania Avenue in Southeast, and fast, as in the portion of Route 295 skirting the Anacostia River -- during an eight-mile trip to a relative's home on Queens Stroll Place SE in D.C.'s Marshall Heights neighborhood.
The unmarked Tesla with dark tinted windows stayed behind her, following every twist and turn, Palmer recounted.
Once at the house, she said, Foster got out of the car and approached the Tesla, which had also stopped. He shouted: "Who are you?" and "Roll down your window, roll down your window," she said.
"Then I heard gunshots," Palmer said. "I dove to the ground."
Driving the Tesla was an undercover U.S. Park Police officer, identified in court documents as Sgt. Ryan McDermott. Two law enforcement officials, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss an ongoing investigation, said on Wednesday that Foster was being surveilled because police believe he is acquainted with a suspect in a shooting on Friday outside a roller skating pavilion in a federal park along the Anacostia River near where an Eid al-Fitr celebration had been held. Court documents filed Thursday say that "video surveillance identified defendant Asheile Foster as a person of interest, capturing him appearing to have a firearm at the scene of the shooting."
An affidavit filed in federal court on Wednesday confirms Park Police were surveilling Foster in connection with that shooting, saying police were trying to confirm that he lived at the house on Queens Stroll Place to secure a search warrant for that case.
McDermott  was wounded in the left shoulder in the 7:30 p.m. shooting. He could not immediately be reached for comment.
The affidavit said 33 bullet casings labeled "blackout" from an AR-15-style assault rifle and nine casings from a 9mm handgun were found scattered in the street.
McDermott quickly radioed, "I am hit but I am good," the affidavit says.
Prosecutors said in court documents that the "defendants' gunfire riddled" the Tesla Model Y, "striking multiple points, including the rear bumper and trunk, the rear driver's side door and window, and the driver's door itself. The sheer volume and dispersion of the gunfire underscore the calculated and sustained nature of the attack -- and the extraordinary fact that Sergeant McDermott survived. This was not reckless gunfire. The defendants were shooting to kill."
Palmer said she didn't see who opened fire. On Tuesday, D.C. police charged Foster and his 21-year-old brother, Darren Foster, with assault on a federal police officer while using a gun. The affidavit alleges both fired at the Tesla.
U.S. Park Police Chief Scott Brecht described the attack as an ambush. D.C. interim police chief Jeffery Carroll said, "The officer was targeted inside the vehicle." Palmer said neither she nor her grandson knew or suspected that the Tesla driver was a police officer; but she said they believed they were being followed, and they were scared.
A spokesman for the U.S. Park Police declined to comment on Palmer's account, saying, "We do not confirm details or provide comments on ongoing criminal investigations." But the 24-page affidavit filed to support charges against the brothers largely confirms her account and adds many details. Authorities would not discuss why a Teslsa was used in the operation.
Palmer denied that her grandson was involved in the Friday shooting, but she said Asheile Foster was at the park at the time of the shooting, participating in the festival marking the end of the Ramadan fast. The law enforcement officials said the officer who was shot was one of the investigators at that shooting. Authorities have said they found no link between the festival and the shooting.
U.S. Magistrate Judge Moxila A. Upadhyaya on Wednesday ordered that Asheile Foster and Darren Foster remain detained and set another hearing for both defendants for Thursday. Their attorneys did not respond to emailed requests for comment.
Asheile Foster had his first of two most recent run-ins with Park Police on Sunday. An affidavit filed in D.C. Superior Court says he was arrested during a narcotics enforcement operation in the Congress Heights neighborhood of Southeast D.C.
Detectives said they found on Foster clear plastic bags with fentanyl and alprazolam, the generic term for Xanax. He was charged with two counts of unlawful distribution of illegal drugs and two counts of unlawful possession with intent to distribute illegal drugs. The court affidavit says that McDermott  led the team and was the officer who arrested Asheile Foster on Sunday, though there is no indication that the Foster brothers knew or could have known that.
Asheile Foster made an initial appearance in D.C. Superior Court on the drug charge Monday afternoon, where a judge ordered him to be released pending trial. Palmer said she drove her grandson after that hearing from the courthouse to the Park Police operations center in Anacostia to retrieve his belongings.
She said she felt something was awry as she pulled out of the police station parking lot to head to the house on Queens Stroll that is owned by her relatives. She lives elsewhere in D.C. She said she made several turns before getting onto Route 295, and "I still noticed the car going the same way." After getting off Route 295 and onto Pennsylvania Avenue SE, she said, she took another series of turns, and "I still noticed that car going the same way."
Palmer said she eventually turned on to East Capitol Street, and then on to Benning Road, near the home, and told her grandson, "'I noticed this car following me.' He said, 'Grandma, I notice it too.'" Palmer said she saw police officers on Benning Road and nearly stopped to report the suspicious activity. Instead, she drove the few remaining blocks to the house on Queens Stroll Place, taking a circuitous route.
"I made a right turn, then a left turn, then another right turn," she said. Palmer said that when she stopped in front the house, so did the Tesla. She got out of her Ford Fusion, as did her grandson, who approached the vehicle. That's when Palmer said she heard gunshots and dove to the ground.
"We did not know he was a police officer," Palmer said. "I thought it was another regular citizen. ... Right now, this is all shocking to me."
The affidavit adds details to this account, including statements from Darren Foster, who police said told them he was alerted to the fact that a Tesla was following the vehicle occupied by his grandmother and brother, and a third person who is apparently friends with the brothers. Darren Foster declined to tell police who alerted him, but the affidavit says it had to be either Asheile Foster or his grandmother; the grandmother said she did not call but doesn't know who did.
"Darren Foster was informed that Darren Foster's family member was being followed and to come outside," the affidavit says.
A police surveillance camera captured a man identified as Darren Foster appearing to shoot at the Tesla, showing him in the street with raised arms and a muzzle flash. About the same time, the court document says, Asheile Foster jumped out of the Ford Fusion and stood in the middle of the road, forcing the officer driving the Tesla to swerve around him. It appears Asheile Foster kicked the Tesla as it went by him, the affidavit says.
About the same time, the court document alleges, another person with the Foster brothers emerged from the house on Queens Stroll Place and handed Asheile Foster what appears to be the assault-style weapon, which police assert he fired at the Tesla as it sped away.
After the shooting, police said in the affidavit, officers found a black backpack wedged in a rear fence near an alley; the backpack contained a rifle-style firearm. In the attic of the home, police said, they found a Glock 19 9mm handgun loaded with 17 bullets. In a bedroom, authorities said, they found a 3D printer to build part of an AR-15 assault rifle, along with additional ammunition.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2026/03/26/shooting-officer-dc-park-arrest/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Capital Weather Gang
D.C.'s cherry blossoms tracker: Buds reach peak bloom
Peak bloom, when 70 percent of Yoshino cherry blossoms at the Tidal Basin are open, is expected within a week.

Blooming cherry blossoms at the Jefferson Memorial last year. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


By Jason Samenow | 2026-03-26
D.C.'s magnificent cherry blossoms draw more than 1.6 million visitors to the Tidal Basin each spring. Anticipation builds as the buds progress through a six-stage bloom process on the way to peak bloom.
On Thursday, the National Park Service declared the buds had reached Stage 6 and that peak bloom had arrived·.
The March 26 peak marked the seventh straight earlier-than-normal bloom; on average, peak bloom occurs on March 29. The blossoms arrived ahead of projections, propelled by March temperatures running about 5 degrees above normal. The March 26 bloom date ranks amoung the top 20 earliest in more than a century of records.
The Park Service declares peak bloom when 70 percent of the Yoshino cherry blossoms around the Tidal Basin are open.
Peak bloom typically lasts three to seven days. Cool, cloudy and calm weather helps preserve the blossoms, while heat, wind and rain can shorten the display by knocking petals from the trees.
Here are the stages of bloom, according to the Park Service:
	Stage 1 -- Green buds: The first visible sign that the flowering process is underway: Small green buds appear. (reached March 11)
	Stage 2 -- Florets visible: Individual flower structures or florets become visible within the bud. (reached March 13)
	Stage 3 -- Extension of florets: The florets lengthen as the bud swells. (reached March 16)
	Stage 4 -- Peduncle elongation: The small stems supporting the blossoms lengthen. (reached March 21)
	Stage 5 -- Puffy white: Buds swell, as if they're about to pop. (reached March 23)
	Stage 6 -- Peak bloom: 70 percent of Yoshino blossoms open. (current stage, reached March 26)


(Natalie Vineberg/The Washington Post)


Several local organizations made projections for this year's peak bloom -- they all fall within a nine-day stretch from March 30 to April 7. Here are the forecasts:
	Capital Weather Gang: April 3 to 7
	National Park Service: March 29 to April 1
	NBC4: March 30 to April 5
	WUSA9: April 2

The blossoms have peaked earlier than normal in each of the past six years:
	2025: March 28
	2024: March 17 (tied for second-earliest on record)
	2023: March 23
	2022: March 21
	2021: March 28
	2020: March 20 (tied for third-earliest on record)
	Average peak bloom date over past 30 years: March 29
	Average peak bloom date since 1921: April 2
	Earliest peak bloom: March 15, 1990
	Latest peak bloom: April 18, 1958

March 23: On Monday, the Park Service said the blossom buds reached their fifth stage, puffy white, which is one away from peak bloom. At this stage, the buds swell and the blossoms are on the brink of bursting out.
On average, peak bloom occurs within three to five days of this stage. But in past years, blossoms have jumped from Stage 5 to 6 in as little as two days during abnormally warm weather and taken as long as eight days during cold weather. Temperatures are forecast to be cooler than normal through midweek, but highs near 60 on Wednesday and into the 70s on Thursday could allow peak bloom to occur by the weekend, if not before.
Last year, the blossoms also reached Stage 5 on March 23 and peak bloom on March 28.
This year is set to bring the seventh-straight earlier-than-normal peak bloom, propelled by much warmer-than-normal March temperatures. The bloom is also poised to happen before most predictions had said it would. Many said the peak would occur in early April.
March 21: On Saturday, the buds reached their fourth stage, peduncle elongation, according to the National Park Service. At this stage, the small stems supporting the blossoms lengthen.
On average, peak bloom occurs about four to 10 days after this stage. Last year, the blossom buds reached peduncle elongation on March 20, one day earlier than this year, and reached peak bloom on March 28.
How fast the buds progress through the fifth stage, puffy blossoms, and reach peak bloom will depend on the weather. A sunny Saturday with highs in the 60s followed by a toasty Sunday with highs above 80 could allow the buds to reach puffy blossoms by Monday. Then, a few days of cooler weather could slow the bloom process down a bit. Still, it's possible the blossoms are near or at peak bloom by next weekend, on the early side of projections.
March 16: On Monday, the buds reached their third stage, extension of florets, marking the halfway point in the bloom process -- according to the National Park Service.
The buds are now one stage ahead of where they were at the same time last year, propelled by March temperatures that are running more than 7 degrees above average. But colder weather is set to put the brakes on the bloom process.
Generally below-average temperatures are projected over the next two weeks, meaning the second half of the bloom process will probably take longer than the first. Still, some mild days in the mix will push the bloom cycle ahead.
It's possible that the buds will reach the next stage, peduncle elongation, by early next week. Peak bloom often happens about five to 10 days after this stage, which would put it at either the tail end of March or the first several days of April.
March 13 (Stage 2): On March 13, the blossom buds reached their second stage, florets visible, according to the National Park Service. At this stage, little flowers inside the buds first become visible. The buds bolted to this stage after five straight warm days in the 70s or higher, including records of 84 on Tuesday and 86 on Wednesday.
The sharp drop in temperatures Thursday, along with the snow, will have little effect on the blossom buds. They are not vulnerable to freeze damage until they reach Stage 4 or 5 in the bloom process.
Last year, the buds didn't reach Stage 2 until March 16, three days later than this year. Peak bloom then occurred March 28, after unseasonably warm weather mid-month. The buds are not expected to reach peak bloom as fast this year because generally cooler weather is forecast over the next two weeks. Peak bloom projections remain between the end of March and first week of April.
March 11 (Stage 1): The bloom process officially began. Fueled by four straight abnormally warm days in the 70s and 80s, the blossom buds reached their first stage: green buds, the National Park Service declared.
The bloom process started later than usual after much colder-than-normal weather from December through February. Often, the cherry trees reach the green bud stage earlier, in late February or the first week of March.
The buds got off to a late start last year as well, also reaching Stage 1 on March 11. But, propelled by warmer-than-normal weather, they accelerated toward a March 28 peak bloom. The 17-day progression between the first and last stage was among the fastest on record.
With cooler conditions expected during the middle part of March this year, the bloom process will probably unfold more slowly, with peak bloom expected between the end of March and the first week of April.
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Capital Weather Gang
D.C. cherry blossoms burst into peak bloom, earlier than normal yet again
The seventh-straight early bloom fits a long-term trend driven by human-caused climate change.

A person visits the Tidal Basin at sunrise on Thursday, the day the blossoms on the cherry trees hit peak bloom. (Kevin Lamarque/Reuters)


By Jason Samenow, Kendall Staton | 2026-03-26
A cold winter wasn't enough to hold back an early arrival of D.C.'s famed cherry blossoms·. On Thursday, the cherry trees at the Tidal Basin reached peak bloom earlier than normal for the seventh year in a row.
Propelled by March temperatures running about 5 degrees above normal, the March 26 bloom date ranks among the top 20 earliest in more than a century of records.
"PEAK BLOOM! PEAK BLOOM! PEAK BLOOM!," the National Park Service exclaimed on X. "It's official! The cherry blossoms are opening & putting on a splendid spring spectacle. See you soon."
The Park Service defines peak bloom as the point when 70 percent of the Yoshino cherry blossoms around the Tidal Basin are open.
The seventh-straight earlier-than-normal bloom is part of a longer-term trend toward earlier peaks driven by human-caused climate change. As March temperatures have warmed over the past century, the average peak bloom date has shifted about a week earlier, from April 4 to March 29.
Last year's peak occurred March 28.
Expectations had been that the coldest winter in more than 20 years would delay the blossoms until late March or even early April.
Indeed, the buds didn't reach the first of six bloom stages· -- green buds -- until March 11, later than average. But a stretch of frequent warm days quickly accelerated development, compressing the bloom cycle into 15 days, among the shortest on record.
Kevin Leonard, a botanical garden photographer, visited from Baltimore on Wednesday to beat the crowds that he expects will flock downtown this weekend.
He stops by the Tidal Basin each year to capture the blooms welcoming spring.
"I'm always here," he said while taking pictures of the trees with the Washington Monument in the background. "It's worth the trip."
Though he has photographed foliage everywhere from Ghana to Philadelphia, Leonard said the monuments around the National Mall set the District's cherry blossoms apart and create interesting compositions.
A group of students from Manchester High School in Midlothian, Virginia, packed onto a bus Wednesday morning and made the two-hour trip to see the trees around the Tidal Basin. Their class has come to D.C. for the past three years, but rainy weather has previously derailed plans and sent students wandering museums instead of enjoying the pink flowering blooms up close.
This year, with clear skies and a slight breeze, the students got their first look at the District's iconic blossoms. Senior Abbie Wallace said the trees give people a chance to experience the beauty of another country without having to travel too far.
Another senior, Ester Lara, called it a "sign of peace," citing the connection between Japan and the United States that the trees represent.
"We don't see a lot of that happen right now because of what's happening in the world," Lara said.
Cherry trees typically remain in peak bloom for three to seven days. Cool, cloudy and calm conditions tend to preserve the blossoms, while heat, wind and rain can shorten their lifespan by knocking petals from the trees.
A cold front arriving Friday will bring rain and breezy conditions, but the blossoms -- still relatively fresh -- should hold up well. They should be in excellent form this weekend, although it will feel more like winter Saturday, with highs struggling to reach 50.
Warmer, breezy weather returns by early next week, which should begin to strip petals and bring the peak bloom period to an end -- likely within about a week.
This year's peak bloom falls three days ahead of the Park Service's predicted window and roughly a week earlier than the Capital Weather Gang's forecast. The difference largely reflects warmer-than-expected conditions this month, especially in the second half.
This year's bloom arrived during the National Cherry Blossom Festival, which runs through April 12.
On the grass behind the Washington Monument on Wednesday, Janine Griggs and her husband, Mike Schwartz, smooshed together for a selfie under the blossoming trees just before peak bloom.
Blanketed in shade under a towering Yoshino tree, Griggs basked in a connection to her family. Griggs's parents met and fell in love in Japan, even having their wedding in Nagoya.
Earlier this week, Griggs interred her mother at Arlington National Cemetery, where Griggs's father was buried in 1997.
"My mom loved nature. She loved trees, so it really does kind of feel like a gift from her," Griggs said. Griggs and Schwartz flew from Seattle to D.C. for the interment ceremony, but said the timing of the cherry blossoms felt kismet.
Griggs said she worried the harsh weather of late would delay the blossoms opening; she was thankful it worked out.
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Tech
Judge blocks Pentagon order branding Anthropic a national security risk
Anthropic argued that the Trump administration was punishing it for speaking about the risks of its AI technology amid a bitter dispute with the Pentagon. 

The Pentagon in May 2023. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Ian Duncan | 2026-03-27
A federal judge in San Francisco blocked a Pentagon order Thursday labeling the artificial intelligence company Anthropic a national security risk, saying officials had likely violated the law and retaliated against the firm for speaking publicly about how it wanted its technology to be used.
"Nothing in the governing statute supports the Orwellian notion that an American company may be branded a potential adversary and saboteur of the U.S. for expressing disagreement with the government," District Court Judge Rita F. Lin wrote.
The immediate practical implications of the ruling are unclear, but it represents a clear victory for the AI lab, which has been involved in a bitter power struggle with the Defense Department over the use of its Claude system by the military. Defense officials pushed the company to allow for the technology to be used for any lawful purpose, but Anthropic wanted a bar on it being used in mass domestic surveillance and to power fully autonomous weapons.
After the dispute spilled into public view, the Pentagon terminated talks with the company and issued orders labeling it a "supply-chain risk." The extraordinary move grouped a leading American AI firm alongside tech firms with links to hostile foreign governments. Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth said he was ordering all military contractors to stop using Claude -- a declaration with far-reaching consequences for the tightly interwoven tech industry.
Anthropic said it was grateful for the judge's ruling.
"While this case was necessary to protect Anthropic, our customers, and our partners, our focus remains on working productively with the government to ensure all Americans benefit from safe, reliable AI," the company said in a statement.
The Defense Department did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Anthropic argued in court that the government was overstepping its legal authority and punishing the company for exercising its rights to speak about its technology's risks. The company said in legal filings that the administration's actions had made customers wary, even those with no ties to the federal government, and could cost it billions in future revenue.
"I don't know if it's murder, but it looks like an attempt to cripple Anthropic," Lin said during a hearing this week.
Lin wrote that her order does not prevent the Pentagon from choosing to stop doing business with Anthropic, but she barred the Trump administration from taking broader steps against the company. Her ruling is not the final say because a separate case related to a different law is playing out in another federal court in Washington. A panel of judges handling that case has yet to issue a ruling.
Claude is deeply embedded in the military's systems and while the Trump administration said it would transition away from the technology, it has been continuing to use it in support of its bombing campaign in Iran.
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Tech
AI is just another technology Americans don't like but can't stop using
Most Americans have negative views of artificial intelligence, but recent history suggests that won't prevent it from becoming widely used.

(Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Shira Ovide | 2026-03-26
Americans feel gloomy about artificial intelligence, and everyone connected to the industry knows it.
"AI is not very popular in the U.S. right now," Sam Altman, the OpenAI CEO who runs ChatGPT, acknowledged at a recent conference. The hosts of the prominent technology podcast "All-In" regularly lament AI's bad reputation. President Donald Trump said this month that AI companies "need some PR help."
The comments reflect polls revealing that a majority of Americans aren't sold on the benefits of AI and fear the technology will wipe out jobs. In a recent NBC News survey, only the Democratic Party and Iran were less popular than AI.
But for AI-skeptical Americans, recent tech history suggests that hatred of AI may not slow it down or meaningfully change the industry. For AI executives and their White House backers, it may be comforting to know that being unpopular isn't necessarily bad for business.
For years, Americans have said they don't like social media, Meta or the company's boss, Mark Zuckerberg. U.S. politicians on the left and the right have pilloried the industry. The revulsion doesn't seem to have hurt companies where it matters most. Revenue growth and the number of users keep climbing, while the industry remains largely unbothered by U.S. regulation.
If the AI industry is taking notes, it might have learned the nihilist lesson that nothing matters and companies can tune out public animosity and screeds by politicians.
Lee Vinsel, a Virginia Tech professor who studies human-technology interaction, pointed to a long history of negative public reaction to new inventions. Critics feared that bicycles would degrade women's morals and radio was rotting people's brains.
The derision has rarely been enough to hold back a new technology from widely spreading, he said. "Eventually most of us come over to using it," Vinsel said.
AI faces the added challenge of bursting into daily life when Americans are unhappy about the direction of the country and the economy. Combine that with a technology whose biggest backers believe it might destroy jobs or end humanity, and it's a recipe for public and political backlash.
Katie Harbath, who previously worked on public policy at the company now called Meta, said that Americans who have already seen the harms from social media are wary of a repeat with another transformative technology.
The AI industry's growth could meaningfully slow if public distaste leads more government officials to block construction of AI data centers, said Harbath, the CEO of technology consulting firm Anchor Change. This week, Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont) said that he introduced legislation to halt new data centers until lawmakers enact AI regulations.
Still, Harbath isn't sure that AI's bad reputation will last, or stop Americans from using the technology. "Just because people say they don't like it, their actual behaviors may not follow," she said.
That disconnect is apparent at Harbath's former employer and other social media companies, where public opinion and usage have gone in opposite directions.
About two-thirds of Americans have said that social media had a mostly negative effect on how things were going in the U.S., Pew Research Center polling from 2024 found. A 2021 Ipsos poll found that Facebook was much less popular than other large tech brands. Only about 45 percent of Americans had a favorable opinion of Facebook -- compared with 74 percent who had favorable views of Google and 70 percent for Amazon. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.)
Few widely known public figures are as unpopular as Zuckerberg, according to YouGov polling. (Vladimir Putin is one person who is more unpopular.) The Meta CEO was even booed at a recent mixed martial arts fight, which should have been a safe space for the billionaire who remade himself into a combat sports-loving bro.
You might think that having a bad reputation would be bad for business. But despite those attitudes, a significant percentage of Americans use Google's YouTube, Meta's Facebook and Instagram apps and TikTok, according to Pew surveys. Usage of Meta's apps is higher than it was just before the 2016 U.S. presidential election, a moment that for some marked a turning point in social media's public reputation.
Meta's $75 billion in revenue in the United States last year was nearly nine times the money it pulled in a decade earlier, according to data compiled by S&P Global Market Intelligence.
While politicians, nongovernmental organizations and citizens have accused Meta or its peers of contributing to genocide, spreading propaganda to American voters and addicting children, there are few meaningful U.S. laws or regulation to show for years of scandals.
It's still possible that mistrust in social media has stung. Perhaps Meta wouldn't have lost so many teenage users if people felt better about the company. The industry continues to face regulation in other countries and lawsuits. Two separate juries this week found that Meta, and in the other case, Meta and YouTube, harmed children. The companies said they would appeal.
Adam Berinsky, a political science professor at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology who specializes in public opinion, pointed out a difference between the American public's disapproval of AI and social media.
People may not need to trust social media to use it, he said, but "if I don't trust AI, I'm not going to trust the outputs in the first place."
The factors behind Americans' attitudes toward AI are complicated, and there's plenty of room for people to change their minds, according to pollsters and other experts.
The AI Infrastructure Coalition, which represents AI-related businesses including Google and Microsoft, and tech investment firm Andreessen Horowitz, said that people like AI more as their usage of it increases.
"We are confident that as more Americans experience its benefits firsthand, in their health care, their businesses, and their daily lives, that support will continue to grow," Brian Walsh, the group's executive director, said in a statement.
Berinsky said the unfavorable opinions about AI aren't that bad compared with Americans' low confidence in many institutions, including big business, Congress and newspapers.
"For trust these days, that's actually pretty decent," he said of AI's polling numbers. "Sad but true."
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The Optimist
After a decade as a Yale hospital janitor, she is now a doctor there
"I still can't believe it," said Shay Taylor-Allen, who landed a residency at Yale New Haven Hospital, where she was born and spent most of her adult life on the cleaning staff. 

(Courtsey of Shay Taylor-Allen/Courtesy of Shay Taylor-Allen)


By Sydney Page | 2026-03-26

Shay Taylor-Allen recently matched as a resident as Yale New Haven Hospital. For a decade, Taylor-Allen worked as a janitor there. (Courtesy of Shay Taylor-Allen)


For about a decade, Shay Taylor-Allen walked the halls of Yale New Haven Hospital pushing a janitor's cart. She mopped patient rooms, disinfected surfaces and emptied the trash.
Soon, she'll walk the halls of the hospital again, this time wearing a white coat.
Taylor-Allen, 32, recently matched into an anesthesiology residency at Yale New Haven Hospital -- where she spent most of her adult life working as part of the cleaning staff.
"I still can't believe it," she said. "It is surreal."

Shay Taylor-Allen was a janitor at Yale New Haven Hospital for most of her adult life. She just found out she'll be doing her residency there this spring.


Taylor-Allen's connection to Yale New Haven Hospital started in October 1993, when she was born in the hospital's maternity ward.
She grew up in New Haven, Connecticut, and was raised by a single mother of three. She graduated from Wilbur Cross High School in 2010 and was in the top 10 percent of her class, she said. The graduation rate at the school, 77 percent, is well below the state median.
Taylor-Allen said she had little guidance at school, and since no one in her family had gone to college, she wasn't sure how to approach applying.
"My mom didn't go to college, so she didn't know anything about the application process or what I should do," Taylor-Allen said.
She started thinking about getting a job instead.
"I was just eager to have an income so I could support myself," she said. "I wanted to take care of myself."
She applied for a few positions at Yale New Haven Hospital and landed a job as a janitor when she was 18.

Taylor-Allen working as a janitor at Yale New Haven Hospital. She was part of the hospital's Environmental Services staff. (Courtesy of Shay Taylor-Allen)


"It was a lot of busy work," she said.
But it was also rewarding, she said, because she enjoyed connecting with patients.
"I think a lot of patients come in with mistrust of doctors and nurses, so they build trust with service workers because they feel like they're one of us," Taylor-Allen said. "Sometimes they just needed somebody to talk to about anything else in the world other than their sickness. We got to build a relationship off of me just learning about who they are."
But she was sure it would not be her long-term career.
"I knew I wanted to do something other than be a janitor, I just didn't know what that was," Taylor-Allen said.
She started college in 2013 at Southern Connecticut State University and continued her janitorial job full time. Her mother had become ill, so Taylor-Allen was also helping look after her younger brother.
Shortly before Taylor-Allen started college, her family home caught on fire, and for years after, her mother had difficulty breathing.
"She explained that it was like breathing through a straw," Taylor-Allen said.

Taylor-Allen with her mother, Shema Hobby, on the day Taylor-Allen got engaged in December 2023. (Courtesy of Shay Taylor-Allen)


She repeatedly took her mother to Yale New Haven Hospital, and doctors couldn't figure out what was wrong.
"They would just write it off as mental illness," Taylor-Allen said. "This was my first time learning about a health care disparity."
She decided to email Marna P. Borgstrom, then the chief executive of Yale New Haven Hospital, as she had cleaned her office before. She knew the chances of getting a response were slim.
"She emailed me back within that day," Taylor-Allen said, adding that Borgstrom arranged several appointments for Taylor-Allen's mother with a new medical team, and they diagnosed her with vocal cord dysfunction, a condition that obstructs the airway.
"She advocated for my mom," Taylor-Allen said of Borgstrom. "Seeing advocacy first-hand truly pushed me to want to do it as well."
She decided to apply to medical school. When she told her college adviser her goal of becoming a doctor, "he looked at me and was like ... 'I just don't see it for you,'" Taylor-Allen recalled him saying.
Taylor-Allen was undeterred. She got her master's degree at Connecticut's Quinnipiac University to bolster her science background -- all while keeping her job as a janitor.

Taylor-Allen with her mentor, Gena Foster. (Courtesy of Gena Foster)


When it came time to apply to medical school in 2019, she was initially rejected from the more than 20 schools she applied to. That's when she connected with Gena Foster, an assistant professor of medicine in hematology at Yale School of Medicine, and Foster became Taylor-Allen's mentor.
"I remember talking to her and just being super impressed," Foster said, explaining that she met Taylor-Allen through a mentorship website. "She's so hardworking, she's so smart, she's so humble."
Foster helped Taylor-Allen restructure her medical school application.
"It's impossible for somebody to get into medical school and become a physician without mentorship," Foster said. "It's absolutely critical."
Taylor-Allen was waitlisted at Howard University College of Medicine in Washington, D.C., but eventually was accepted and began classes in 2021.

Taylor-Allen on the first day of her third year at Howard University College of Medicine. (Courtesy of Shay Taylor-Allen)


"It's really amazing to see her come this far and to accomplish all of this," Foster said. "I don't know if anyone understands just how difficult it is to accomplish what she has accomplished and to come from what she has come from ... it's just extraordinary."
During medical school, Taylor-Allen said she always hoped to return to New Haven and complete her residency at Yale. She did a rotation in anesthesia last November, and it solidified her desire to work there.
"That's my home," she said. "I definitely felt like that was the place for me to be."
While Taylor-Allen was hopeful she would match at Yale, she said she was completely stunned when she got the news on Match Day, March 20 -- when graduating medical students across the country learned where they will complete their residencies. A video of her opening the paper revealing her residency captures her elation.
"I'm going to Yale," she screams, jumping up and down in her high heels. The video has nearly 7 million views on TikTok, and Today.com wrote about Taylor-Allen.

From left, Taylor-Allen's husband, Rob Allen, older brother Prince Hobby, Taylor-Allen, her mother, Shema Hobby, and younger brother Elijah Durant. (Courtesy of Shay Taylor-Allen)


Foster said she is ecstatic that Taylor-Allen -- who has become a mentor to several prospective medical students -- is coming back to Yale.
"I still can't really talk about it without tearing up," Foster said. "She's going to be my colleague. It's so cool. I'm so excited."
Shema Hobby, Taylor-Allen's mother, said she is emotional, too, particularly because her daughter's decision to become a doctor stemmed from her own challenges with health care.
"For her to be there and see how I was getting treated and for her now to want to continue to help other people ... it really was a blessing to have her go that route," Hobby said, noting that her daughter inspired her to go back to school and earn her associate's degree. "I'm overjoyed to see what she's done."

Taylor-Allen said her past work as a janitor will shape the kind of physician she wants to be. (Courtesy of Shay Taylor-Allen)


Taylor-Allen said her past will shape how she approaches her job.
"I want to build a bridge between doctors and other service workers," she said. "When I was there as a janitor, I felt like I couldn't speak to the doctors ... they were so untouchable."
She said she hopes her story will motivate others to go after their own goals, even if they seem far-fetched.
"If you work hard," Taylor-Allen said, "you can get to where you want to be. I think I'm proof of that."
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Middle East
Trump says U.S. to hold off for 10 days on hitting Iran energy sites
Trump's statement follows an Iranian report that it had rejected a 15-point U.S. ceasefire proposal, a move that still left the door open for a counteroffer.

Cargo ships in the Persian Gulf, near the Strait of Hormuz, seen from northern Ras al-Khaimah in the United Arab Emirates. (Reuters)


By Leo Sands, Susannah George | 2026-03-26
President Donald Trump said Thursday that progress has been made in negotiations with Tehran aimed at ending the Iran war. Talks "are going very well," he wrote in a post on social media.
In the same post, Trump said he would delay attacks on Iran's energy infrastructure by an additional 10 days. Trump issued a 48-hour ultimatum to Iran last weekend, saying he would "obliterate" the country's power plants, beginning with the largest, if it did not reopen the Strait of Hormuz. The president on Monday issued a new five-day timeline, saying negotiations to end the war had begun.
Trump's pursuit of a negotiated settlement to the war comes as the conflict approaches the one-month mark. U.S. and Israeli strikes on Iran have killed members of the country's senior leadership and destroyed military infrastructure, but it's unclear if the attacks have made Tehran more willing to compromise and accept a ceasefire deal with the United States.
Statements from Iran about the negotiations have struck a different tone from Trump's. Iran's state-run media reported earlier Thursday that Tehran had rejected a 15-point ceasefire proposal by the White House. But the Iranian report did not suggest a total breakdown in negotiations, leaving open the possibility that Washington could issue a follow-up proposal.
Iran has previously offered its own terms for ending the conflict, including demands for the United States and Israel to pay compensation for war damage, the cessation of Israeli attacks against Lebanon, and the recognition of Iran's sovereignty over the Strait of Hormuz.
Financial markets fell Thursday, as oil prices again rose above $100 a barrel. The S&P 500 lost 1.7 percent, and the tech-heavy Nasdaq fell 2.4 percent, ending the day in correction territory -- off 10 percent from its recent high.
U.S. envoy Steve Witkoff confirmed transmission earlier this week of the administration's 15-point plan to Iran, through Pakistan, during a televised Cabinet meeting Thursday. Witkoff said the proposal resulted in "strong and positive messaging and talks."
"We will see where things lead," he said, "and if we can convince Iran that this is the inflection point with no good alternatives for them other than more death and destruction. We have strong signs" that an agreement "is a possibility," he said.
At the same Cabinet meeting, Trump referred to his comment two days ago that Iran had delivered a "present" to the U.S. as a sign of goodwill and said that Tehran had allowed 10 Pakistani-flagged oil tankers to transit the Strait of Hormuz.
When asked earlier in the day Thursday if he would extend his five-day deadline for Iran, Trump said: "I'm the opposite of desperate. I don't care. ... We have other targets we want to hit before we leave."
Nearly a month into the war, weakening Iran's hold on the Strait of Hormuz -- a critical conduit for global energy supplies -- has emerged as a top military objective for the United States. Tehran's efforts to block the strait, through which roughly 15 percent of the world's oil and 20 percent of its liquefied natural gas pass, have caused oil prices to spike and fueled global anxiety over energy prices and supply chains.
Israeli operations in Iran continued to target senior leaders for assassination. Israeli Defense Minister Israel Katz said Thursday that Iran's top naval commander, Alireza Tangsiri, was killed in an overnight airstrike, casting it as an effort to support the United States' push to reopen the Strait of Hormuz.
Katz said the commander of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps' navy was targeted along with other senior naval commanders for their roles in using military force to close the strait. Katz also accused Tangsiri of "mining and blocking" the waterway.
Tangsiri, 62, was subjected to sanctions by the U.S. Treasury Department in 2019 in response to his threats to close the Strait of Hormuz. "Tangsiri sits atop a structure ... that is responsible for the sabotage of vessels in the international waters," Treasury officials wrote at the time. In 2023, the department again imposed sanctions against him for his chairmanship of an Iranian arms company that produced drones used by the IRGC. He had also overseen the IRGC's testing of drones and cruise missiles, the department said.
On Wednesday, Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi questioned why Iran would allow "the enemy" to pass through the strait. "We have permitted certain countries that we consider friendly to pass through; we allowed China, Russia, India, Iraq, and Pakistan to transit," he said, according to the Iranian state news agency IRNA.
Araghchi confirmed Thursday that Tehran and Washington were exchanging messages through intermediaries but said he did not consider that a negotiation, according to IRNA.
Pakistani Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar said Islamabad was acting as an intermediary for indirect talks. "In this context, the United States has shared 15 points, being deliberated upon by Iran," Dar said Thursday.
In a separate social media post earlier Thursday, Trump lashed out at NATO countries for refusing to join the U.S. and Israel's joint military offensive, in his latest expression of frustration after European leaders and other allies rebuffed his calls to help secure the strait. NATO allies have done "ABSOLUTELY NOTHING," he said.
European leaders are reluctant to join a war they did not initiate and are still reeling from Trump's efforts this year to wrest Greenland from Denmark's control. On Thursday, The Washington Post reported that Pentagon officials were considering plans to divert U.S. weapons for Ukraine to the Middle East·, a further signal of the widening rift between Europe and Washington.
Lior Soroka in Tel Aviv, Heba Farouk Mahfouz in Cairo, and Karen DeYoung and Michael Birnbaum in Washington contributed to this report.
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National Security
Pentagon considers diverting Ukraine military aid to the Middle East
A shift would highlight the growing trade-offs required for the U.S. to sustain its war with Iran as the conflict depletes the military's critical munitions.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky visits a military site in Germany in 2024. (Jens Buttner/Pool/Reuters)


By Noah Robertson, Ellen Francis | 2026-03-26
The Pentagon is considering whether to divert weapons intended for Ukraine to the Middle East as the war in Iran depletes some of the U.S. military's most critical munitions, according to three people familiar with the matter.
Although a final decision to redirect the equipment has not yet been made, the shift would highlight the growing trade-offs required to sustain the U.S. war against Iran, where U.S. Central Command has hit more than 9,000 targets in just under four weeks of fighting.
The weapons that could be diverted away from Ukraine include air defense interceptor missiles, ordered through a NATO program launched last year in which partner countries buy U.S. arms for Kyiv, the three people said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to describe the Pentagon's sensitive deliberations.
The Prioritized Ukraine Requirements List (PURL) initiative has ensured a flow of select military equipment to Kyiv even as the Trump administration has cut off most of the Pentagon's direct security assistance.
In a statement, a Pentagon spokesperson said the Defense Department would "ensure that U.S. forces and those of our allies and partners have what they need to fight and win" but declined to otherwise comment.
Asked about The Washington Post's reporting on Thursday, NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte did not address whether the military alliance is aware of or concerned about a potential rerouting of U.S. equipment. "This vital U.S. equipment for Ukraine, including interceptors, is continuing to flow," Rutte told a news conference.
Since last summer, he added, the initiative has supplied about 75 percent of the missiles for Ukraine's Patriot batteries and nearly all of the ammunition used in its other air defense systems.
In response to questions, President Donald Trump did not say directly whether he might divert some munitions from Ukraine, but he acknowledged that "we do that all the time."
"We have them in other countries, like in Germany and all over Europe," Trump told reporters Thursday. "Sometimes we take from one and we use for another."
Kyiv's chief European backers have taken the lead on funding and arming Ukrainian forces since Trump took office. The PURL initiative, brokered last year by NATO, offered a work-around for Ukraine to keep getting U.S. weaponry, so long as the Europeans pay the bill. The deal provided Trump a political win and a way for NATO to quell fears that Kyiv could be left exposed by the administration's ambition for a peace deal with Russia.
European nations now provide the bulk of military support to Kyiv, including direct provisions separate from NATO. But PURL supplies Ukraine with key U.S. equipment, including high-end munitions and scarce air defense interceptors. Countries have committed about $4 billion for Ukraine through the program, according to a U.S. official.
Since the U.S. and Israel launched their attack on Iran on Feb. 28, European capitals have become concerned that Washington is rapidly using up its existing munitions, a pace of fire that could delay their own orders and disrupt deliveries of U.S. systems to Ukraine under PURL, two European diplomats said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to describe their private concerns.
"They are really burning through munitions, so there are questions now about how much they will keep providing through the deal," one of the diplomats said.
A European official said that any U.S. decision to divert systems would only affect the next deliveries to Ukraine, after the coming month or two, because "there are things already in the pipeline."
Olga Stefanishyna, Ukraine's ambassador to the United States, said in a statement that Kyiv was keeping partners apprised of its needs, including on air defense, but understood the "period of considerable uncertainty." She said that "any disruptions at the outset of recent operations in the Middle East have been mitigated."
Among the most in-demand munitions are high-end air defense interceptors, including the Patriot and Terminal High Altitude Area Defense, or THAAD, systems. The U.S. military has redirected such missiles from other parts of the world, including Europe and East Asia, to U.S. Central Command -- which is responsible for U.S. operations in the Middle East -- bolstering its defenses against Iranian drone and ballistic missile counterattacks.
These assets are also among the most coveted by Ukraine, which faces a continual barrage of Russian strikes on its cities and infrastructure. One of the people familiar with the Pentagon's internal calculations said that PURL deliveries were likely to continue but that future packages may be missing air defense capabilities, as the U.S. seeks to replenish its stocks and those of allies in the Persian Gulf.
"The policy debate is how much you give to Ukraine," a second person said. "This is a real live discussion."
It was not clear whether U.S. shipments would be delayed and fulfilled later or entirely diverted. The Pentagon can redirect such deliveries in the case of an urgent military need but would need to notify lawmakers, the U.S. official said.
The Pentagon has sought to rapidly increase production of key munitions following the war in Iran but is constrained by the U.S. defense industry's limited ability to surge in times of crisis. The Trump administration is preparing a supplemental defense budget request for Congress that the Defense Department initially proposed be over $200 billion, The Post has reported.
At NATO, Rutte said arms production was lagging behind the pace of global conflict even before the U.S. attacks on Iran. "We also know that in the Middle East, a lot of stockpiles are being used. ... We have to produce more," he said.
A diversion of U.S. equipment from Ukraine could pile more pressure on Europeans: The Trump administration has tasked NATO allies with arming Kyiv and recently pressed them to deploy assets to help reopen the Strait of Hormuz, a vital maritime pathway for global oil and gas shipments.
European leaders have thus far largely rebuffed Trump's calls to get involved in a war he unleashed without their input and which is roiling the region.
In January, Congress passed $400 million in additional long-term weapons aid to Ukraine, funding a separate program that the Pentagon intended to cut. The Ukraine Security Assistance Initiative (USAI) contracts U.S. firms to build weapons that are delivered directly to Kyiv, though the orders can sometimes take years to fulfill.
According to a notice that the Pentagon sent to Congress, reviewed by The Post, the Defense Department has used some of the European PURL money for other capabilities that lawmakers had intended to be paid for by American funding through USAI.
It remained unclear, the U.S. official said, whether the Pentagon was using the PURL funding in addition to, or instead of, the money Congress had already passed to deliver such weaponry.
Separately, the Pentagon notified Congress on Monday that it intended to divert about $750 million in funding provided by NATO countries through the PURL program to restock the U.S. military's own inventories, rather than to send additional assistance to Ukraine, according to two U.S. officials.
The first official said it was unclear whether European countries providing their funds for the initiative to bolster Ukraine understood how the money was being spent.
NATO spokeswoman Allison Hart said Thursday that "everything that NATO Allies and partners have paid for through PURL has been delivered or continues to flow to Ukraine."
European countries such as Germany and the Netherlands have pledged financing through PURL, while other nations such as France have preferred to spend on European rather than U.S. weapons systems.
Washington has not stopped Patriot deliveries, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky told Reuters in an interview published Wednesday. Zelensky also said, however, that the U.S. was refusing to sign an agreement to provide postwar security guarantees to Ukraine unless Kyiv surrenders to a key Kremlin demand and cedes all of its eastern Donbas region to Russia.
Zelensky said that while he understood the "subtleties" of Washington's position, "the Middle East definitely has an impact on President Trump, and I think on his next steps."
Michael Birnbaum and David Stern contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2026/03/26/us-iran-war-ukraine-missile-defense/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Immigration
Far fewer immigrants are moving to big cities in U.S., data shows
New York, Los Angeles and Chicago are among the metro areas seeing steep declines in net immigration amid the Trump administration's crackdown.

(Rick Bowmer/AP)


By Marianne LeVine | 2026-03-26
The number of new immigrants settling in metropolitan areas in the United States has declined steeply, according to a Brookings Institution analysis of recently released U.S. Census Bureau data, a shift that comes as the Trump administration restricts arrivals from other nations.
New York, Los Angeles and Chicago were among the large metro areas that saw a significant percentage decline compared with the previous year in net immigration -- defined as the percentage gain or loss in immigrant arrivals. That factors in immigrants who arrived from other nations and those who left.
All three areas saw net immigration declines of 62 percent or higher. The Washington region saw a 44 percent drop, according to the analysis from William Frey, a demographer at Brookings. Frey examined recently released census data for July 2024 to June 2025.
The nation's three most populous metro regions all saw their total population growth -- from international immigration as well as domestic migration, births and deaths -- decline after they had begun to gain residents following declines during the pandemic. For the New York area, Frey found a population growth of 32,000 from July 2024 through the end of June 2025, a dip from 291,000 the previous year, which he said came in large part from a drop in how many immigrants live in the region. He found a similar trend in Los Angeles, an area that had experienced growth the previous year but has since seen a contraction.
While the census data does not directly link changes in population to the Trump administration's policies, the reduction in net international migration comes as the government has pushed forward with a mass deportation campaign, drastically lowered refugee admissions and stripped millions of their temporary statuses that had allowed them to remain in the country.
Legal immigration to the U.S. also fell from most countries during the first eight months of 2025, according to State Department data.
In all, 8 in 10 counties across the U.S. saw their population growth slow or decline during the July 2024 to June 2025 time period. Several communities along the U.S.-Mexico border, including Laredo, Texas; Yuma, Arizona; and El Centro, California, saw the largest percentage-point declines in population growth, according to the Census Bureau. The agency attributed those changes to a nationwide trend of "lower levels of net international migration."
"The nation's largest counties like those in the New York metro area are often international migration hubs, gaining large numbers of international migrants and losing people that move to other parts of the country via domestic migration," Census Bureau demographer George M. Hayward said in a news release. "With fewer gains from international migration, these types of counties saw their population growth diminish or even turn into loss."
The fastest-growing counties were in Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina and Virginia, according to the Census Bureau.
Julia Gelatt, associate director of the U.S. immigration policy program at the Migration Policy Institute, said the latest census data reflects changes that began toward the end of the Biden administration to restrict immigration and have accelerated dramatically under President Donald Trump.
The data also offers a broader picture of how people are moving between urban, suburban and rural areas and the potential implications for urban workforce growth.
"It's harder to grow a city economy if the workforce also isn't growing strongly," Gelatt said. "At this point in our country's history, immigration is driving most of our workforce growth in cities across the country, so slower immigration could slow labor force growth and potentially overall economic growth."
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Middle East
Gulf countries want Trump to end Iran war -- but not yet, officials say
The Saudis and Emiratis fear a deal that leaves the region less stable, and they have indicated support for an escalated campaign to force concessions from Tehran.

Qatari officials hold a meeting in the Interior Ministry's national command center on March 5. (-/AFP/Getty Images)


By Susannah George, Rachel Chason | 2026-03-26
As the Trump administration makes what it says are initial peace overtures to Iran, U.S. allies in the Persian Gulf, initially skittish about the war, have become fearful of a hasty settlement that leaves the region less stable than it was a month ago, officials and analysts say.
While Iran has been battered by nearly a month of U.S.-Israeli attacks, the war has not succeeded in toppling its government. Instead, it appears to have made the leadership in Tehran even more defiant and hard-line.
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates are lobbying for a decisive end to the war, through diplomatic or military means, according to a person briefed on that matter and three officials involved in the affairs of the region, all of whom spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to share details with the media.
If Tehran doesn't agree to severe restrictions on its missile, drone and nuclear programs, Saudi and Emirati leadership have indicated they would support an escalated military campaign aimed at pressuring concessions at the negotiating table, the officials, two European and one Arab, said.
Tehran, for its part, says it is not engaged in talks, and does not appear ready to give in.
Tehran's moves to choke marine traffic in the Strait of Hormuz, devastating energy supply chains, and the attacks it launched on energy infrastructure in the region this month were particularly concerning in the Gulf, and cited by multiple officials as methods that a ceasefire without costs for Iran could incentivize.
"They are not asking Trump to escalate the war immediately, but to create the conditions for a decent interlocutor on the other shore of the Gulf once the war is over," said a European official in regular contact with the Persian Gulf monarchies. "I never heard, 'Let's get the job done,' but that is the spirit. The spirit is fueling the action," he said of his recent meetings in the region.
At the beginning of the war, some Persian Gulf officials appeared more confident in the idea of regime change, but after seeing the limited impact of fierce U.S. and Israeli operations on the standing of the Iranian government, U.S. regional allies are now hoping military operations can change the behavior of Tehran, officials and analysts said.
"They want a humble Iran," said a senior European official. He said the Arab Gulf states are nearly uniform in this aim. Qatar, Kuwait and Bahrain support the Saudi and Emirati positions, but have held back on actively lobbying the Trump administration, he said. The only outlier is Oman, which remains opposed to the war with Iran and continues to advocate for Tehran on the regional stage. "They are like the lawyer of Tehran," he said.
Regional officials say the messages they are hearing from Iran indicate the country is not willing to agree to the kinds of curbs to its missile and drone programs that they want. Ending the conflict now without serious repercussions would also incentivize further Iranian attacks, Arab officials have argued.
"Iran believes they are winning," and agreeing to a ceasefire now would set a precedent that Tehran can launch attacks against its neighbors and shut the strait of Hormuz for leverage in the future, in the view of one of the Arab officials. He said other regional officials are also concerned that Iran-backed militant groups, such as Hezbollah in Lebanon, would be empowered if the United States agreed to a ceasefire now. Following a Hezbollah attack on Israel in support of Iran, Israel has gone to war in Lebanon, killing more than 1,000 people and displacing more than 1 million, according to Lebanese authorities.
Senior Iranian officials maintain a bellicose tone. Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, the speaker of Iran's parliament, said in a post on X that Iran is monitoring U.S. troops movements amid reports of additional U.S. troops arriving in the region. "Do not test our resolve to defend our land," he said.
The UAE Foreign Ministry responded to queries about its position on a U.S. peace deal with Iran with a statement condemning Iranian attacks. The Saudi Foreign Ministry did not respond immediately to a request for comment.
Iranian retaliatory attacks in the Persian Gulf have jarred the region, from national leadership to local residents. Iranian drone attacks struck luxury hotels, airports and energy infrastructure, already causing tens of billions of dollars in damages.
For Qatar, the attack on Ras Laffan, the country's main natural gas facility, was a turning point in the conflict. "It was a big shock to the system here," said Nawaf bin Mubarak Al Thani, Qatar's former defense attache in Washington,  who runs a center promoting diplomacy and mediation in Doha. He said ending the conflict is Qatar's priority, but in light of the Iranian attacks on Qatar, Doha decided to pause its mediation efforts.
"To the relationship moving forward. Things will never go back to where they were before," he said.
Abdulkhaleq Abdulla, an Emirati political analyst, said Gulf leaders had warned the United States against war with Iran. Nearly a month in, he said his own message would be: "Finish the job."
The United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia and Qatar have deployed active defenses against Iran's attacks, including attack helicopters and warplanes to shoot down Iranian drones without entering Iranian airspace. However, as the conflict drags on, some are beginning to advocate for direct military involvement.
The "option for diplomacy still stands but that window is closing by day," said Mohammed Baharoon, director general of the Dubai Public Policy Research Center, an Emirati think thank.
He said the war, from the Emerati perspective, should be prosecuted like the treatment of gangrene: "You put all of the effort to treat it and avoid amputation, but if you are faced with an expansion, then you must amputate."
U.S. allies in the Persian Gulf "want to reestablish some sort of balance of deterrence," attempting to identify ways to dissuade continued Iranian attacks without making themselves more vulnerable, said Andreas Krieg, a Middle East analyst and lecturer at Kings College London. But their options are limited. Iran has launched attacks against civilian infrastructure in the Gulf, but many rungs on the escalation ladder remain unclimbed, he said.
"Iran will not forget, the regime is going to survive," said Kreig. "The Gulf states have to do a cost-benefit analysis. They always have to live next to Iran, so they're kind of prisoners of geography in many ways."
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Business
Politicians are trying to make life cheaper. Economists are appalled.
Republicans and Democrats are pitching ideas intended to address affordability, but experts warn the proposals could cause other problems. 

Supporters wait for President Donald Trump to take the stage at the Rocky Mount Event Center in Rocky Mount, North Carolina, on Dec. 19. (Tasos Katopodis/Getty Images)


By Julie Z. Weil | 2026-03-26
Both Republicans and Democrats have put forward a flurry of ideas to tackle America's affordability problem, but economists don't particularly like most of what's on offer.
Republicans have floated capping credit card interest rates and stretching out mortgages to 50-year terms. A GOP law has ended taxes on tips, car-loan interest and overtime pay.
Democrats, meanwhile, have proposed freezing rents and utility rates and capping the price of groceries. Some also want to suspend the gas tax and cut seniors' property taxes.
And although there is not much bipartisan brainstorming, it's possible that both parties could come together to force certain institutional investors out of the housing market.
Many economists are appalled by all of it.
"You can come up with a laundry list of these things that are very attractive to normal humans but that repulse economists," said Scott Lincicome, vice president of general economics at the libertarian Cato Institute.
The problem, as many economists view it, is that despite voters' desires for relief from the rising cost of living, it's fundamentally difficult to bring down prices. And when politicians try creative ways to do it, they often cause other problems.
"Prices are stubborn and sticky. Companies, once they raise prices, are quite loath to lower them," Lincicome said.
Price caps and freezes "are eternally seductive, because they communicate to a political audience that you are stopping the price increases," he said. But price controls can lead to shortages or hoarding or other bad outcomes. Subsidies can end up driving prices higher for everybody.
"If you try to push down grocery prices, you could actually start reducing supply. People might start going out of business, or grocery stores close," said Josh Bivens, chief economist of the liberal Economic Policy Institute. He added: "That price obsession has led to a lot of policy ideas that are just not going to work very well. I am sort of frustrated with where it's going."
Politicians, activists and others in the wide world beyond economics seminars often gravitate toward the positive aspects of policies that might help people who are struggling as costs soar.
"What policymakers are doing is scrambling around to show they care about this, in individual markets," said Ryan Bourne, Cato's chair for the public understanding of economics. "And that is leading to a lot of bad policy and a lot of confused policy."
Rent control, for instance, is favored by leaders and advocates in many cities to protect people from being priced out of their homes as landlords raise rates. New York Mayor Zohran Mamdani is among its most prominent proponents at the moment. But imposing rent controls can discourage landlords from investing in their properties, staying on top of maintenance issues or even renting out those apartments at all. The result can be depleted or degraded housing stock and diminished supply, further compounding the housing crisis.
The proposals to freeze seniors' property taxes? Those could end up raising other people's tax bills to compensate.
Capping credit card interest rates? Some economists predict that rather than saving customers money, that would lead companies to reject credit card applications from low-income customers.
Some strands of economic theory would suggest that rather than focus on prices, governments would do better to try to raise people's incomes, so that they can afford price increases.
"There are a lot of people who have trouble affording enough food on a regular basis. But I think that's more a problem of they're not getting enough income from the labor market," Bivens said. He favors several approaches to raising incomes, including monetary policy aimed at reducing unemployment and labor laws that strengthen unions.
Harvard economist Jason Furman, who led President Barack Obama's Council of Economic Advisers, concurred that raising wages is a better goal than tamping down prices -- but said that income growth has actually been good recently. When adjusting for inflation, Americans' average weekly wages fell during the inflation spike of 2022 but have been modestly growing since then. In non-adjusted terms, wages are up more than 2 percent since the beginning of 2025.
"I do wish the debate was a little more about what could be done to increase wage growth rather than slow price growth," Furman said. But "it's hard to imagine real wages growing that much faster than how they're growing now."
He said that removing certain restrictions on housing construction would help tamp down price increases (though the Senate's plan to block private equity companies from owning rental housing could reduce the supply of rentals and, thus, raise prices). Some health care policies might also help improve costs. But in many areas, he said, the government shouldn't intervene.
"I think we are seeing more bad economic ideas than before, and I think some of it is because people are trying to solve a problem that doesn't have a solution," Furman said.
As one example, he mentioned a recent proposal from the left-leaning Center for American Progress for a voluntary cap on certain grocery prices. "Floating any form of price controls for groceries, to me, is the epitome of that," he said. "It's a hard thing in politics to say not everything has a solution."
Neera Tanden, a top Biden adviser who runs the Center for American Progress, noted that the grocery idea is based on a successful 2022 policy in Mexico. "People should look at what works or not. That plan has worked," she said.
But she said she agreed that politicians' attempts to meddle with free markets are a problem. She expressed outrage at President Donald Trump's tariffs and interventions in companies, including Intel and Nvidia. "I haven't seen, in my lifetime, a president use the powers of the federal government to interfere with the market more than Trump," she said.
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Travel
$500 tee times, private yachts: Bachelor(ette) trips are out of control
Bachelor and bachelorette trips have become increasingly elaborate and costly, with social media and influencer culture driving the trend.

(The Washington Post/Washington Post illustration; iStock)


By Natalie Compton | 2026-03-26
Sara Kangas called it "a great problem to have."
The director of communications for a Washington think tank was invited to five weddings this year, a reminder that she is rich in friendship. Less great is the "financial creep" that comes with attending each. There are the flights, rental cars and accommodations, the welcome dinner outfits and gifts.
On top of it all, she's been tasked to plan a June bachelorette trip for one of them -- and trying to do it on a budget. It's not an easy task in 2026. Since she went on her first bachelorette trip in 2015 -- a lake house trip that cost her $200 -- Kangas has noticed that itineraries have gotten more elaborate.
"Everything has changed in the last 10 years," said Kangas, 34.
The bachelor(ette) party has grown from a raucous night out with friends to costly group trips -- the humble bar crawl replaced by a week in Bali.
According to the wedding planning website Joy, the average bachelorette trip cost $1,300 to attend per person, up $600 from 2019. That estimate lines up with what Fora travel adviser Anna Huttner sees with her clients, both men and women.
"People are spending $1,000 to $3,000 per person for a long weekend," she said. Her more luxurious itineraries range from $4,000 to $6,000.
Rates go much higher for the more affluent affianced. But at every budget, the trend is eating up more vacation days and money than ever before -- and shows no signs of slowing down.
For Americans who move away from home for college, job opportunities or affordable housing, it's common to have a spread-out social network. Outside of a wedding, sharing an Airbnb in Scottsdale might be your only opportunity to see loved ones in one place, "especially when your friends could live all over the country or even the world," said Avery Singer, co-founder of the luxury travel and event planning company BachBoss.
"How can you get them all together unless you plan a three-day-long weekend to make it worth everyone's time?" she continued.
Social media has also created a feedback loop that fuels the concept. The more people post about these trips, the more people are inspired to take -- and post about -- them.
"You see one or two people do something and think, 'Oh, that looks cool, I want to do that,'" Singer said.
Huttner said she often gets requests referencing content from influencers like luxury travel adviser Olivia Ferney, who posts about the demands of her own billionaire clients.
"They'll be like, 'Oh, did you see that Instagram? She decorated the whole villa and had this specialty dining group come in!' And I'm like, 'That sounds great,'" Huttner said. "We can't re-create every Instagram moment, but we can absolutely capture this celebratory, personal feeling that people want."

BachBoss, a company that specializes in party planning services for bachelor and bachelorette groups, arranged a trip for vlogger Sierra Furtado. (BachBoss)


Esther Lee, editorial director for the wedding planning website The Knot, has noticed that, unsurprisingly, Gen Z is particularly clued in to online trends, spurring the "rise of aesthetics when it comes to the bachelor party," she said.
That can look like customized invitations and "swag" such as drinkware and tote bags, or themes that will resonate with internet audiences.
"I saw one where everyone was dressed like the creatures from a Dr. Seuss book," Lee said.
"Margs and matrimony" is a popular theme for bachelorettes at Cabo Villas, a rental company in Cabo San Lucas, Mexico, said president Julie Byrd. Employees will decorate villas with signs to match the theme, plus prepare room assignments, balloon backdrops, custom shot glasses and T-shirts. Some guests opt for over-the-top arrival details like mariachi entertainment and live donkeys.
"They like custom everything," Byrd said.

"Everything's customized," said Julie Byrd, president at Cabo Villas, a vacation rental company that arranges gift bags for customers. (Fabi Rosas/Cabo Villas)


Kensington, a luxury travel company, is used to fulfilling lavish requests, like opening the Louvre museum after-hours for private engagement proposals. So it's no surprise that pre-wedding trips for its high-net-worth clients are over the top, too.
"We've done half-a-million-dollar yacht charters for bachelor and bachelorette parties," said Edita Sgovio, Kensington's vice president of yachts and ultraluxe travel, whose clients are often business owners and people who have inherited generational wealth.
"It's like the sky is the limit," she said.
For bach trips "on land" (think sprawling villas and five-star hotels), Sgovio said the price can range from $40,000 to $60,000, unless you add private airfare, a common request. Flights from the U.S. to the Caribbean will add an extra $30,000 per leg, while "a private jet intercontinental, we're looking at over $100,000, one-way," Sgovio said.

A villa in Santorini that Edita Sgovio, vice president of yachts and ultraluxe travel at Kensington, booked for a client's bachelorette trip. (Kensington)


When it comes to costs, men's trips can run higher than women's. Their group sizes tend to be smaller on average, Joy reports, resulting in a bill being split between fewer people. But they also seem willing to spend more, according to BachBoss's Singer.
"On average, men make more money than women, and so they do kind of have more room to play with," she said. "If I'm doing a big bachelor party for all finance guys, they don't care that they're spending thousands of dollars at a table in Vegas."
Meanwhile, "for girls, it's definitely tighter," Singer said.
Popular guys trip activities also add to the cost. Huttner is working on a 2027 bachelor trip to Scotland devoted to golf. Over the five-night journey, the attendees will play up to two courses per day.
"Just to get the tee times is $500 per person ... and that's not even the highest-end ones," Huttner said. "If they want to go to the old courses, they're around a thousand per person."
But women are still spending. Sgovio recently booked a villa for a bachelorette in Saint Barthelemy that cost $100,000.
Huttner is working on one for a group going to Miraval Arizona Resort and Spa, where nightly rates start above $1,000.
"They're gonna do spa treatments and hiking and mindfulness classes and sound healing," Huttner said of the "wellness-focused" trip.
As the internet ups the ante with customized goodie bags and private jets, civilians can feel compelled to keep up.
"Every scroll on TikTok is something you should buy, something you should do, these elaborate bachelorettes that look beautiful," said Gracie Bryant, a bride-to-be from Greenville, South Carolina. "It's definitely a lot of pressure."
When it came time to plan her own trip, Bryant wanted to keep costs down as much as possible while still celebrating her milestone.
"Thankfully I have a wonderful group of girls that were like, 'Gracie, this is the time that you get. So like, let's do it. Everyone does it,'" she said.
Bryant, 25, ultimately chose Hilton Head Island, a destination within driving distance for most of the group's 16 attendees, and made only one activity mandatory (a dinner cruise, $90 each). The Airbnb still came out to around $400 per person, but she made it clear to invitees that she would not be mad if they couldn't make it.
"This is the biggest moment in my life, but it's not the biggest moment in everyone's life," she said. "I didn't want it to be a burden that everyone felt like they had to do and then get there and be so stressed that they can't enjoy it."

Gracie Bryant, in white, didn't want her March bachelorette trip to be cost prohibitive for her friends and family. (Gracie Bryant)


Kangas also found ways to make her June bachelorette trip more affordable.
The group is staying at the bride's family lake house in Eureka Springs, Arkansas (read: no Airbnb fees), and they'll do much of their own cooking at home. The bride's family is even coming by to help out on the grill. They'll still have to pay for groceries, rental cars and flights -- and if airfare keeps climbing, the group will likely lose attendees.
Lee -- who has attended bachelorette trips in Iceland, France and Upstate New York -- said being able to afford them has required "proactivity with budgeting up front." But she sees the excursions less as vacations and more as investments in friendship. Besides, she knows she won't be getting these invitations forever.
"It's a brief period of time -- it's ephemeral," she said.
If you do miss the boat on bach travel, you can always catch other milestone trips. Sgovio recently had a guest on a bachelorette trip to St. Barts enjoy the experience so much, she hired Kensington to plan her divorce trip to the same destination.
"She loved it. We redid the whole trip," Sgovio said.
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Food
Cooking chat: Should we throw out cut vegetables after a week?
Every Thursday at 11 a.m. Eastern, recipes editor Becky Krystal answers your cooking questions.

WASHINGTON, DC- MARCH 11: Dicing the celery for Celery and Ground Beef Stir-Fry for the Eat Voraciously newsletter in Food on March 11, 2025 in Washington, DC. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Carolyn Robb for The Washington Post)


By Becky Krystal | 2026-03-26
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Looking for more? Read on below:
	TK STORY
	TK STORY
	TK STORY

Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which G. Daniela Galarza shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Dining
A celebrity chef's new D.C. restaurant plays it painfully safe
Michael Mina's follow-up to Bourbon Steak tastes more corporate than creative.

The dining room is anchored by a massive mirrored bar.


By Elazar Sontag | 2026-03-26
Zero stars (Satisfactory)
Acqua Bistecca's dining room is lined with enormous windows that look onto a sparkling marina. From the patio, you might be tempted to dip a toe into the water. Right up the road from this new restaurant in Bonita Springs, Florida, are two freshly erected Ritz-Carlton Residences, where the most modest apartments go for around $3 million. Come down from your tower for a steak, some seafood plucked from Gulf waters, a martini. The surf-and-turf destination is purpose-built for breezy evenings and a carefree retirement.
That's the other Acqua Bistecca.
My first visit to the restaurant's D.C. location, which celebrity chef Michael Mina opened in September, just four months before debuting the scenic Florida outpost, found me in a parking garage beneath a Wegmans. I rode an escalator into the brightly lit grocery store at the shiny new City Ridge development along Wisconsin Avenue NW and located Acqua Bistecca's brick-red entrance across the street, in the lobby of a multiuse complex. Suffice to say, the Bonita Springs backdrop wins for natural beauty.
Inside, the Washington dining room triumphs with its design. The centerpiece is a showstopping mirrored bar, glowing red and reflecting prisms of light from hundreds of bottles that reach the ceiling. I quickly gave in to the plushness of the velvety terracotta booths, was charmed by a grand champagne tower at the center of the room, was pampered into a happy stupor. On its surface, the restaurant hits its marks. Yet over the course of three dinners between November and March, I struggled to find Acqua Bistecca's soul.

Steaks at Acqua Bistecca are served plainly to be paired with sides such as olive oil-fried potatoes and wilted spinach.


Acqua Bistecca: Zero stars (Satisfactory)
Read more about the new stars scale.
Don't miss: Lasagna alla Piastra, squash parmesan, chopped salad, risotto "alla Marchesi."
Skip: Acqua and Bistecca menu sections, swordfish piccata, maitake mushrooms "carbonara," crispy Brussels sprouts agrodolce.
Prices: Small dishes $10 to $28; larger dishes $19 to $78.
Acqua Bistecca takes its name from the late Aqua, a legendary San Francisco restaurant where, as chef de cuisine and then executive chef in the early '90s, Mina helped to create a fine-dining destination built around fish. For chefs and seafood-curious diners, the restaurant "blazed new trails," as former San Francisco Chronicle restaurant critic Michael Bauer put it in 1991 when he awarded Aqua the maximum four stars. So began the ascent of a superstar chef who now operates 32 restaurants as far afield as Dubai and Riyadh.

Food critic Elazar Sontag visited celebrity chef Michael Mina's new D.C. surf-and-turf restaurant, Acqua Bistecca. His verdict? Skip the surf and turf.


At Aqua, the goal was to make seafood glamorous and exciting. At Acqua Bistecca, the goal seems mostly to make ordering simple and cooking simpler. Whichever grilled fish you choose from the center section of the menu is garnished with a bright caper-and-preserved-lemon salsa and served on a bed of citrus-scented fregola, a Sardinian pasta that looks like couscous. On my most recent visit, I opted for branzino. The filet was flaky and moist, its gentle flavor improved by the briny finish. Then there was the fregola, a claggy, dense interruption. If you've eaten any one of these grilled options, you've eaten them all.

All grilled fish dishes, like this branzino, are served with the same fregola base and preserved lemon salsa.


This level of standardization makes sense at Sweetgreen or Cava -- pick your protein, we do the rest. It feels out of place at a restaurant serving a whole pink snapper for $90. Logistically, it makes ordering multiple fish dishes awkward, loading the table with more fregola than even the hungriest Sardinian could stomach. If the goal is to encourage family-style sharing, as one host told me, why not let diners choose how to fill their table?

Bartender Niko Smith finishes the Marina di Ragusa, one of Acqua Bistecca's more dramatic cocktails, with a prickly pear foam.



The clarified Capri carries the light, sunny flavor of tomato and basil.


In contrast, steaks come solo. Each is brushed in butter fortified with lambrusco and sliced before serving, the lone flourish a cipollini onion stuffed with caponata. This steak doesn't carry the rich, powerful flavor of the dry-aged cuts at my favorite restaurants, and it lacks any real depth from the red wine. It's cooked well enough, but from a chef who conquered the sea before building an international empire on slabs of red meat, you'd be forgiven for expecting something ... more.
The sides that typically define a steakhouse dinner are their own challenge. Maitake mushrooms are finished with a bland take on a carbonara sauce, and Brussels sprouts have progressed from crisp to charred by the time they're coated in a sticky agrodolce. Potatoes fried in olive oil provide a safe space, each of their craggy edges cooked just so and sprinkled with salty crumbles of Castelmagno cheese.

Seafood dishes and simple grilled fish preparations constitute much of Acqua Bistecca's menu.


It's nice that Acqua Bistecca offers a more affordable counterpoint to Mina's Georgetown standby Bourbon Steak, where eight ounces of wagyu can set you back as much as $640. Here, the four cuts range from a 12-ounce flat iron ($58) to an eight-ounce filet ($78). The price might be right, but too much of dinner feels designed not for maximum pleasure but for maximum efficiency. There may be something to this: Recipes are logged in a spreadsheet to be telegraphed between the two far-apart locations. Save for some Gulf Coast touches down in Florida, the two restaurants' menus are relatively similar.
If you look beyond both "Acqua" and "Bistecca," you will find bright spots. A tightly wound spiral of lasagna is total decadence, its layers splaying open as you slice, revealing chard as rich as creamed spinach. The pinwheel is set in marinara pepped up with tangy roasted peppers. A dish called squash parmesan is easy to love, a compressed brick of butternut squash slices and parmesan, robed in tomato sauce and striped with pistachio pesto.

The Lasagna alla Piastra, a standout dish, highlights chef Colin Clark's way with pasta.



Squash Parmesan features decadent layers of sweet squash and cheese blanketed in tomato sauce and pistachio pesto.


There's nothing romantic about a "corporate culinary team," as executive chef Colin Clark describes the back-end roster of company chefs who helped create much of the menu before the restaurant opened, but the success of these well-executed comfort foods is proof that Acqua Bistecca is not always hampered by its position as one in a sea of Michael Mina restaurants.
Still, the restaurant feels most alive when Clark is fully in charge. He cut his teeth in Philadelphia under the star chef Marc Vetri before moving to D.C., where he was on the opening team at Le Diplomate in 2013 and cooked at Fiola Mare. Look to the specials to see what he is capable of with fewer constraints. (Clark says that while he must run new dishes as specials for two weeks to test their success before adding them permanently to the menu, he isn't required to involve higher-ups in the tasting process.)

The best dishes at Acqua Bistecca tend to be found on the specials menu, where executive chef Colin Clark introduces seasonal salads and technically precise pastas.


As spring came around the bend, a salad of snap peas and lightly pickled baby zucchini over a zucchini-and-mint puree tasted of longer days. Little pillows of agnolotti buoyed by a fava bean filling and blanketed in fine shavings of black truffle slammed the door shut on winter. The chef tells me he was not happy with the restaurant's early take on risotto mounted with osso bucco -- the rice too tight, the meat a little too firm -- so he started making tweaks. His final version, stained with saffron and balancing a magnificently wobbling veal shank, is reason enough to glaze over steak and skip the fregola-weighted fish.

Tuna tartare and the bright, mint-inflected Spring Harvest salad (top).



Clark tweaked the restaurant's risotto until the dish was to his liking. It features saffron-scented rice and an exceptionally tender veal shank.


Should you find yourself at Acqua Bistecca, here's my advice: Trust that whatever soulful pasta Clark is playing with at the moment will be good, and build your meal around his specials. Bask in the glow of one of the prettiest bars in town, and order the Capri, a refreshing clarified milk punch tasting of basil and tomato -- like a big gulp of garden air. Flag down Rafael Delgado, the always-smiling sommelier, who will sell you on a strange and wonderful unfiltered pinot grigio you really did need to try. Take the check with a panna cotta, served in a chalice and capped dramatically with feather-light raspberry granita. Order right, and Acqua Bistecca can be a good time.
But does it have the foundation to feel like more than a handsome blueprint for corporate expansion? That depends. Will the back office stop back-seat driving and abandon the drag-and-drop approach? As much as mega restaurant groups might beg to differ, it is nearly impossible to separate a restaurant from time and place. What might suit sunny Bonita Springs doesn't land the same in Washington. We have steakhouses aplenty and our own homegrown waterfront Italian restaurants. Why should diners make the trip to Acqua Bistecca? It won't be for the view.

Buttermilk panna cotta is served with a snowfall of raspberry granita.


14 Ridge Square NW. acquabistecca.com. 202-571-5907. Hours: Monday to Thursday, 4 p.m. to 9 p.m.; Friday, 4 to 10 p.m.; Saturday, 5 to 10 p.m.; Sunday, 5 to 9 p.m. Sound check: 78/Must speak with raised voice. Accessibility: No barriers to entry; restroom is ADA-accessible. Dietary considerations: Allergens are not listed on menus; many seafood dishes are available; few vegetarian mains are available.
Have a question, rant or rave about dining out? Ask me here, then join my next live chat Wednesday, April 8, at 11 a.m. ET.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/food/2026/03/26/acqua-bistecca-dc-review-michael-mina/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Advice
Ask Sahaj: I was ready to leave my husband. Then he got brain cancer.
Her husband let her do all the household chores for 30 years. She's ready to leave him, but she won't because he has brain cancer.

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2026-03-26
Sahaj is off this week. The following first appeared Dec. 14, 2023.
Dear Sahaj: I've been married for 30 years. I went to high school with my husband, and we dated for eight years before getting married. He was always liberal and viewed everyone we met as equal. I never got a whiff of sexism from him. But something bothered me: His stay-at-home mother waited on him, his father and his two brothers hand and foot. In college she still changed his sheets and cooked him breakfast every morning. I suspected he would need to adjust to life without a maid, but I never doubted that he could.
I was utterly sideswiped when we got married. I found out that he expected to do exactly nothing when he got home. He grew up to believe he just didn't need to. I talked to him, and at first he said, "I'm too stressed." Then, "That's how it is, so sorry." And finally: "I guess I'm a bad person." Never any change on his part. I work, do all the parenting and nearly all the chores. (He mows the lawn.) So now it's been 30 years, and I just want to spend my remaining time taking care of myself. The kids are all gone, and so the impact is not the same. But there is a hitch.
My husband has brain cancer. While he's doing remarkably well now -- and it's slow-growing -- it's incurable. He will have more surgeries, treatments and disability in his future. No part of my moral code can leave him to handle this alone. So how do I accept my physical life will not be my own but still get a full emotional life? I don't want to be bitter and resentful in my head. How do I find freedom in servitude? How do I find joy despite not having time to cultivate it?
-- Frustrated Wife
Frustrated Wife: The short answer: You simply have to make the time to cultivate joy.
The long answer: You have been doing everything yourself, and now the precedent is that you will continue to do everything. Your husband doesn't feel a sense of accountability, and when you've addressed this with him, there's no change. Now, with his diagnosis, he's further cemented in a passive role. Even in the best of relationships, caregiving can take a tremendous toll, and without that baseline mutual respect and support, it can be destructive.
Reflect on why you feel responsible to do everything. It's clear that parenting experiences and gender expectations are at play, and you may want to dig in deeper to gain confidence in advocating for something different. You crave joy and time for yourself, but I also sense hesitation that you deserve it. Why? I urge you to challenge this narrative for yourself so you can challenge it with your husband. Is there really nothing he can do more of -- physically or emotionally?
[Have a question for Sahaj? Ask here.]
Take away what everyone else expects from you, and ask yourself: What are my needs and wants? Often resentment is a sign that boundaries are needed. In your case, you have crossed your own need for boundaries for so long that it has merged with your husband's lack of action and understanding of you. This is where clear communication with yourself and with your husband is key.
Audit your tasks to truly understand where your time goes. Eve Rodsky, author of "Fair Play," discusses the unequal division of labor in households and suggests making the invisible chores visible so both partners can really know what the other is doing. Does your husband actually know all you do? If he did, he may be less inclined to look the other way. If he gets defensive, challenge him: "When you say that, I feel like you're not listening to or caring how this impacts me."
Also consider if there are things that you can do less often? Less perfectly? Can you group tasks together or delegate them to others? Are there tasks your husband can do on days he is well?
Look for support for these tangible tasks and for the grief you are probably experiencing, too. Allow yourself to process your loss -- of the time you were going to get back with an empty nest and of a perceived future due to your husband's diagnosis. You deserve to be well and take care of yourself. Being a caring partner should not mean forgoing your own wellness. This is where therapy can be essential.
Even more, consider what things you want to do but feel you have no time for. This could be time with friends, a hobby or even rest. How can you integrate these into your weekly calendar -- even just an hour -- and protect it? Once you understand your needs and wants, you can communicate them to your husband. This may sound like: "I can't live with how things have always been done anymore; I am struggling, and I need something to change. Can we discuss what I have been thinking?"
If you keep hitting a wall, be honest with yourself -- and your husband -- about if you even want to be in this marriage. You are both navigating separate experiences of your relationship and his diagnosis, but you should be able to come together as a couple to support each other. Even if there comes a point where he can't physically or mentally perform household tasks, the underlying respect, communication and intimacy in your relationship still matters. You can care about -- and for -- your husband, but remember that burnout is not a badge of honor.
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Travel
Airlines surprise passengers with 'flights' that are buses
Some airlines are operating bus routes as "flights" from small communities to larger hubs, and it's confusing travelers.

(The Washington Post/The Washington Post illustration; iStock)


By Hannah Sampson | 2026-03-26

(The Washington Post illustration; iStock)


Kennedy Woodard-Jones checked in for her flight home from a work trip 24 hours in advance earlier this month. Her emailed reminder from American Airlines referenced her "flight to Chicago O'Hare," for which she had chosen a seat. She went through the Transportation Security Administration checkpoint as usual.
Woodard-Jones, an engineer, lined up at the gate in South Bend, Indiana, and that's when things got confusing. A bus sat outside, with workers loading bags underneath. She figured the bus would take them to the plane. But the American Airlines-branded motor coach rolled down the tarmac and off airport property.
"It wasn't until we were on the highway that I realized this is my ride to O'Hare," said Woodard-Jones, 27. "There's no plane. It took me a second for it to really lock in that this is not a plane ride."
Woodard-Jones had found herself traveling via a fairly recent development in regional transportation. The Landline Company, founded in 2018, operates routes via bus for three airlines from small communities to larger hubs that might have once been served with the type of small planes that have fallen out of use.
American said the vast majority of Landline service customers are using it for connecting flights. The buses make Philadelphia connections to and from five smaller airports in Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware and, as of October, Chicago O'Hare connections to and from Rockford, Illinois, and South Bend. No routes are served by both bus and American Airlines planes, the airline said.
Travelers book the bus ride -- which gets a flight number -- just like they would a flight. American's website notes that the route is "operated by The Landline Company as American Eagle" and "includes travel on luxury bus," and it shows a bus icon during booking. But some travelers, especially those who reserve on third-party booking sites or corporate tools, have said the bus travel portion of their trip was not obvious.

American Airlines' partnership with the Landline Company has surprised some travelers. (The Landline Company)


"Since service launch, American has transparently displayed during the booking process on aa.com any services operated in partnership with Landline," the airline said in a statement. "We're always listening to customer feedback and are engaged with our partners to examine opportunities to better display Landline-operated segments on third-party displays."
Woodard-Jones, who shot video as she was "slightly panicking" in the early part of her trip, turned it into a TikTok that has gotten more than 13 million views. She's since added several joking follow-ups (how does one put a phone on "bus mode"?), as well as a 10-minute video answering questions that came up in her comments.
She said she booked the trip through a work tool and did not see any mention of a bus. Her outbound trip to South Bend was a flight on another airline.
When Shawnte's Crossley booked an October flight from Detroit to Atlantic City last year for an annual girls' trip with her mom and sister, she didn't realize Philadelphia would be a strange place for a layover. She'd never been to either city and had no idea how close they were to each other.
She also had no inkling the Philly-Atlantic City leg was on a bus. She thought, "Oh, this is different," when she spotted the bus, thinking it was a shuttle to the plane. Workers laughed when she asked how they would get to the plane, which she also found odd.
Once on the bus, she was concerned they were spending so much time on wheels, worried they would miss the flight. Then a woman behind her on the bus said: "I literally just found out that this is the flight," recalled Crossley, 30, a social worker.
She said that when she booked the round-trip flight, the bus of it all was not apparent to her. She even got an email confirmation asking whether they wanted to upgrade to first class.
"We're upgrading to first class on a bus?" she said. She provided The Washington Post with a screenshot of one communication from American after she booked that said the flight was "operated by The Landline Company as American Eagle," a regional carrier, and referred to the aircraft type as "bus." But she wasn't aware of Landline, or that any bus service existed that could be booked through an airline.
In a TikTok, she wrote, "Let this be your reminder to read the small print!!!!"
Patrick Keogan, 49, actually meant to book first class for a trip to Las Vegas that started in South Bend near his home in Elkhart, Indiana, and connected through Chicago earlier this month. He booked through a third-party online travel site.
"I'm just looking at the broad strokes of what's the total price and total time," said Keogan, who owns a roofing company. He said he missed any language about the bus ride operated by Landline and only realized what was happening when he walked out to board.
"Five in the morning, I'm expecting to get on a plane," he said. His first-class purchase allowed him to board first.
In a post on X, he tagged American and asked how it was legal to sell a first-class flight that involved an hours-long bus ride. "What a JOKE," he wrote, adding in a follow-up: "How small was that fine print???"
In an interview, he described the mix-up as "a Larry David-type of moment." And he admitted there was some humor in it. In the future, he said he would probably just drive himself to O'Hare.
"American does a nice job when a plane's involved," he said. "I just don't want to ride a bus."

The Landline Company operates bus routes as flights from small communities to larger hubs. (Krista Moats)


When she was booking a trip to Colorado for a friend's wedding last year through Google Flights, Alex Opie paid the most attention to the start time from Scranton, Pennsylvania, the airport closest to her Central New York home, and arrival time at the final destination in Denver. It never crossed her mind that ground transportation could be part of the equation.
So when she asked a woman in the boarding line how long the flight was, and the woman said, "Do you mean the bus?," she was bewildered. Opie, 35, who works for a nonprofit organization, said she texted her friends throughout the 21/2-hour drive.
"You guys are never going to believe this," she told them. She also took the bus on the trip home. Since then, she's served as an expert for friends who are booking travel.
"A friend of mine just sent me last week a screenshot of hers and was like, 'Am I on a bus?'" Opie said. She weighed in: "I really don't think so."
David Sunde, founder and CEO of the Landline Company, said its goal with its airline partners is to "expand American airport infrastructure to be closer to where you live." The service has made connections possible where consistent regional air service is no longer available, he said.
Landline works with American, Air Canada and the low-cost Sun Country Airlines. Most people who opt for the service would have otherwise been driving the leg they spend on a bus, Sunde said, and then potentially paying for airport parking.
"We're saving them time and money, and we're giving them a really awesome product experience on the way," he said. American describes the ride as a "premium motor coach experience."
"For customers, this service operates just like a flight would. Customers earn their AAdvantage miles and Loyalty Points on eligible fares, check their baggage and enjoy the trip with complimentary Wi-Fi and power at every seat," American said in a statement.

A bus ride from South Bend, Indiana, to Chicago in 2025. (Krista Moats)


Sunde said people are sometimes caught unaware, though he believes the airlines do a good job of clearly explaining the service. Sometimes, however, travelers don't look at the equipment type or see the other language about Landline and a bus. But he said the end result is often positive.
"If they didn't know, they're very pleasantly surprised," he said. "In the communities where we operate, people generally get to know us quickly."
Krista Moats, who lives outside South Bend, was indeed pleasantly surprised in October when she found herself on the just-launched bus service to O'Hare. Using a work tool, she had booked a business trip that would connect in Chicago and continue to New York, and paid the most attention to the time she would arrive.
She was prepared for a short regional flight that would leave her with a headache ahead of her longer flight to New York. Instead, she found herself on a bus enjoying a comfier seat for napping.
"It was super nice ... really super clean, very comfortable," said Moats, 39, who works in higher education. She posted a couple of videos on TikTok about the experience, saying she would purposely book it in the future.
"I've recommended it to people and they've done it," she said. "It really is a nice service."
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Advice
Miss Manners: My in-laws are annoying as guests and as hosts. What do I do?
How does the letter writer handle "these awkward differences" with in-laws?

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2026-03-26
Dear Miss Manners: My in-laws and I are opposites on a cellular level when it comes to hosting. It ends up making me feel uncomfortable every time we get together, even if it's just for very small, informal family gatherings.
I was taught to set a date and time and let invitees know in advance. The host chooses the menu, and the guests may offer to bring something. You might bring home leftovers of the dish you brought, or you can leave them for the host.
On the other hand, my in-laws will wait until a day or two before a special date, then seemingly remember it ought to be celebrated. This is a headache for holidays when we need to coordinate with my family as well, and has led to the impression that my husband and I prioritize my family, who have set a date and time weeks in advance.
As for their menu, it's typically not set until the guests have arrived. I get quizzed on what I would like to eat, down to which type of noodle I would prefer and would my kids like their cucumbers peeled or unpeeled. Someone usually has to run to the store for a missing ingredient.
When I leave their house, they drill me equally well about which leftovers I would like, how much of those leftovers, and what else from the fridge can they send home. From their perspective, this consideration is very generous. But as a guest, I don't want to decide what they serve or offend anyone by not taking leftover noodles.
When invited to our house, they request, "Can you make the cheesy potatoes?" and afterward they ask, "Can I take the potatoes home?" which seems rude to me.
They probably think I'm being stingy for not wanting to make the cheesy potatoes (I'm already planning to make mashed) or offering them yogurt that's about to expire from my fridge.
Are they generous and I'm stingy? Or are they rude and indecisive? And knowing neither party is likely to change, how can I better navigate these awkward differences in the future?
Etiquette neither knows nor cares who is generous and who is stingy, and indecisive and rude are not opposites. But you have come to the right place to ask how to navigate these differences. There will need to be a division, stating which family is responsible for which festivity each year. On your birthday (presumably your responsibility), your rules will govern, and the in-laws will be told the date months in advance. On your sister-in-law's birthday, her rules will govern. You will learn the date (one hopes) in enough time not to miss little Liam's school play and to separate the lasagna noodles from linguine before the meal.
Everyone will be understanding when they have to be to preserve the peace. Even if you have to let them have the expiring yogurt.
As to how this grand deal is to be brokered, Miss Manners recommends that that be left to your husband and his sibling, as they are the most familiar with how to survive under both regimes.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Advice
One bad joke, and now my kid hates my boyfriend. Give advice to this Hax question.
Every week, we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice to a question Carolyn Hax hasn't answered.

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2026-03-26
Carolyn Hax can't get to every question she receives, so every week we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice. Out of the many great responses we receive, we select a few standouts to publish on Wednesdays.
Previous reader questions have been about worries for a daughter dating someone much older, finding hope after being cheated on and whether a boyfriend's disdain for dogs is a dealbreaker. No matter the question, Carolyn's readers always show up with thoughtful and useful advice. You can read last week's question and responses here.
This week's question is below. Check back Wednesday to read our favorite answers. Responses may be edited for length or clarity.
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Advice
Asking Eric: She brags about what her adult kids buy her. It's annoying.
What to say to family friend who "lives through her children and their successes."

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2026-03-26
Dear Eric: I have a wonderful, spiritual family friend who I have known for more than 20 years. I value her friendship, but she has always been very materialistic and continuously lives through her children and their successes.
I am always supporting her and love her and her family but there are times when she picks a nerve with me because of how much she tends to brag about how her adult children have treated her to family trips and such.
I am blessed and humbled to have a successful family as well but would never stoop to this behavior.
She is a good and loving family friend and as much as she makes me bite my tongue, I am grateful for her friendship. Any advice on how I may gently hint my dislike of this green-eyed monster behavior?
-- Tired of the Bragging
Tired: I'm of two minds about this. A generous (perhaps overly generous interpretation) of this dilemma suggests that your friend is proud of her family and what comes across as bragging might simply be her way of sharing the things that are important in her life.
It may not be the way you would choose but that doesn't make it malicious, per se.
Now, on the other hand, you write that she's always been materialistic. It might also be true that she focuses too much on material things. But I caution against chastising her for not aligning with your values. She may not see herself as materialistic. There's not an objective scale.
What you can do, however, is tell her, as a friend, that some conversational subjects are challenging to you and that you'd prefer to talk about other things. You can be specific and keep it focused on what you need. In this way, you're making strides toward better communication rather than passing judgment on her. It will deepen your friendship while also helping you to stay out of the path of the green-eyed monster.
Dear Eric: I have several close and fulfilling relationships with family and friends. Twice now I have had what I thought fit this category only to have the person drift away for no clear reason.
One relationship was a friend with whom I was close with for many years. They suddenly stopped responding to communication. After several years, we briefly got back in touch. They seemed happy to hear from me, filled me in on things that happened in their life and now we are in contact sporadically, usually with me sending a random meme. The topic of them cutting off contact has never been broached.
The second is with a family member with whom I was close with when we were younger. We are mostly in contact through social media, and occasionally when visiting family, but they seem disinterested in seeing me. At one point a few years ago, I was in their area of the country and despite several attempts to make plans, they made excuses to avoid meeting up.
I understand sometimes people find it easier to do this than to confront issues in a relationship. My question is: should I bother asking what happened or just leave the relationships where they are?
-- Loss of Contact
Contact: If the change in these two relationships is bothering you, and if you have a desire to fix it, if possible, then asking makes sense. Relationships shift all the time and sometimes people don't have the skills -- or desire -- to handle that shift with clear communication. This can lead to confusion or the weird gray area in which you find yourself now. It's not too late to clear the air, even if that clarity is just confirmation that the relationships are more casual and distant now.
Before you reach out, ask yourself what you're trying to accomplish, what you want to know, and what outcomes you're hoping for. This will help you have a more productive conversation in which you can offer suggestions for things that can change or ways you'd like to connect more meaningfully.
Dear Eric: What is the proper protocol for baby gifting? If you are invited to a reveal party, a baby shower, and then you go to visit the baby at home, when do you bring a gift? Is it necessary to buy three?
-- Confused
Confused: This is going to vary person-to-person and cultural context-to-cultural context, but as baby celebrations have expanded, it's generally been accepted that if you're attending a shower, that's a great time to bring a gift. This helps the parent or parents plan in advance of the baby's arrival and might have a more comprehensive registry. Gifts aren't generally expected at reveal parties. Ultimately, it's up to you, but you won't be thought rude if you only bring one gift.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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TV
Savannah Guthrie gives emotional first interview since mom's disappearance
Savannah Guthrie, 54, spoke to Hoda Kotb on "Today" about the alleged abduction of her 84-year-old mother, Nancy.

Savannah Guthrie gives her first interview since her mother's disappearance on Thursday's edition of "Today." (NBC/Today)


By Ethan Beck | 2026-03-26
"Today" show anchor Savannah Guthrie spoke about the ongoing search for her mother, Nancy, and what her family has experienced Thursday in her first interview following the potential kidnapping. Nearly two months after the investigation began, she apologized to her family for the possibility that her celebrity could have inspired her mother's potential abduction, recalling a conversation with her brother.
"He said, 'I think she's been kidnapped for ransom,'" Guthrie said through tears. "It sounds so -- how dumb could I be? But I didn't want to believe. 'Do you think because of me?' And he said, 'I'm sorry, sweetie, but yeah, maybe.'"
Nancy Guthrie, 84, was reported missing on Feb. 1. She was dropped off at her house the previous night around 9:45 p.m. after attending a game night at her daughter Annie's house. A vast search through the Tucson neighborhood where she resided and extensive media coverage followed. The FBI and the Pima County sheriff's office on Feb. 10 released photos and videos of an "armed individual" wearing a ski mask and a backpack at the house's front door.

A banner with notes for Nancy Guthrie from hundreds of well-wishers is displayed outside of the KVOA newsroom in Tucson on March 6. (Rebecca Noble/AP)


"I can't imagine that is who she saw standing over her bed," Guthrie said about the figure seen in recovered security footage. "I can't. It's too much. I'm glad and grateful to the investigators and technology companies that were able to find that video to, I hope, at least with people of good heart and compassion, stop the irresponsible and cruel speculation that had started to swirl."
Speaking with Hoda Kotb in an interview that premiered on "Today," Guthrie recalled several initial thoughts that she and her siblings, Annie and Camron, cycled through. They had told Pima County Sheriff Chris Nanos that their mother suffered from back pain and couldn't have "wandered off." Another portion of the interview will air Friday.
"We thought she must have had, like, some kind of medical episode in the night and that somehow, you know, the paramedics had come because the back doors were propped open, you know. And that didn't make any sense," Guthrie said. "We thought maybe they came and there was a stretcher and they took her out the back. But her phone was there and her purse was there and all her things. It just didn't make any sense."
In late February, the Guthrie family offered a reward of up to $1 million for information leading to an arrest or Nancy Guthrie's recovery. In her conversation with Kotb, Guthrie noted that she has worked hand-in-hand with her siblings, adding that she "haven't posted one thing or said one thing that the three of us haven't decided together." Tips and purported ransom notes flooded in but no investigative breaks.
"There are a lot of different notes that came, and I think most of them, is my understanding, are not real," Guthrie said, noting that she and her siblings believe two notes have come from their mother's captor. "I didn't see them but, you know, a person that would send a fake ransom note has to look deeply at themselves."
The case has brought intense public attention, with some social media users speculating that the Guthrie family was involved with the potential kidnapping. Guthrie took the interview to speak about how "unbearable" conspiracy theories have affected her family.
"It piles pain upon pain," she said. "There are no words. I don't understand. I'll never understand. No one took better care of my mom than my sister and brother-in-law. And no one protected my mom more than my brother. And we love her, and she is our shining light; she is our matriarch."
Guthrie, 54, has been the co-anchor of NBC's morning show "Today" since 2012, making her one of the most recognizable people on television news. After her mother's disappearance, Guthrie took leave from the show, visiting her colleagues on set in March. A spokesperson for NBC said in a statement that Guthrie planned to return to "Today" but was focused on supporting her family.
In the interview, Guthrie compared her family's pain to what they experienced when her father, Charles Guthrie, died in 1988. Following her mother's disappearance, Guthrie stayed with her family near Tucson. Guthrie added that, early on, she felt that she heard God speak to her.
"As I said to myself, 'I can handle anything, God, I can handle anything, I just can't handle not knowing, I have to know.' And I heard a voice and it said, 'You do know where she is. She's with me,'" Guthrie said. "So whether she's on this earth still or whether she's in heaven, I know where she is. I know who she's with."
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Arts & Entertainment
The 33 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
The Cherry Blossom Festival hits high gear with fireworks and a kite festival, but don't miss DJ parties, a streetcar race and world-class cocktails.

(Courtesy of The Wharf,  Washington DC.)


By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin | 2026-03-26
The National Cherry Blossom Festival held its opening ceremony last weekend, but now the annual celebration is hitting high gear. The flowering trees at the Tidal Basin are at peak bloom· this weekend, just in time for some of the festival's biggest events, whether you want to go fly a kite, explore a museum with the kids, groove to bands or watch fireworks at the Wharf. Beyond flowering trees, it's a very busy weekend with Mexico City's Handshake Speakeasy, widely considered one of the world's best cocktail bars, popping up in D.C., while spirits fans can learn more about sake or Irish whiskey. Annapolis hosts a film festival, while the DCJCC hosts screenings of Ukrainian films. Kids can hunt for Easter eggs on both sides of the Potomac. DJs host a Sade listening party, and Robyn's new album will get a crowd dancing together at Trade. A trio of events send off the D.C. Streetcar, and artists at one of D.C.'s biggest studios open its  doors to the public.
Annapolis Film Festival
Most weekends, Annapolis is a tourist draw for sailing and seafood, but film buffs can discover brand-new favorite flicks in Maryland's capital during the 14th annual Annapolis Film Festival. More than 70 films are screening at venues around town, including Rams Head On Stage and St. John's College, alongside filmmaker panels and conversations. Naturally, you can attend the "Sailing Showcase" to see "Expedition Antarctica," about a journey in the frigid sea. But there's a vast amount of subjects covered in both full-length feature films and shorts here, including Girl Scout doc "Cookie Queens" -- from executive producers Prince Harry and Meghan Markle -- or "Poetic License," Maude Apatow's directorial debut, which is one of the festival's "spotlight films." Through Sunday. Free-$350.
Pink Beats at National Landing
National Landing's Pink in the Park series kicks off with the first of a trio of Thursday happy hours dubbed "Pink Beats." Part of the National Cherry Blossom Festival, these events featuring music, dancing, and food and drink specials from vendors at the Water Park outdoor food hall. 5 to 8 p.m. Free.
Festival of Friendship at Silver Lyan
Luxe cocktail bar Silver Lyan has undergone its annual transformation into a celebration of the cherry blossoms, with pink flowers overhead and pink-hued drinks for your glass. This year's menu is a collaboration between Silver Lyan and the teams from Bar Betsie, Barmini, Moon Rabbit and Your Only Friend, which should make for some creative drink and snack pairings. Reservations are recommended. Through April 12. Drinks $21-$39; Food $16-$22.
Hanami Sake 101 at the Roost
If you've ever wanted to know more about sake -- or just learn the basics of the Japanese fermented rice spirit -- there's no time like the present. Sake educator Louie Anne Batac-Nguyen of Capital Sake is teaming up with sake shop DC Sake Co and the Roost for a "Sake 101" class, where "no question is too basic." Tickets include tastings of  spring-inspired sakes, a bento box from the Roost, and an introduction to hanami, the Japanese tradition of sipping sake under cherry blossoms. What could be a better start to this particular weekend? 6 to 8 p.m. $55.
Sade Listening Session at La Betty
Listening to a DJ spin music in a bar is one thing. Listening intentionally while DJs spin records by a single artist while a room full of fans sing and groove along is a completely different experience. For their latest "Listening Session," the DJs of Buena Suerte are focused on Sade's catalogue, beginning with "Diamond Life" and running through "Stronger Than Pride." Stop by for a cocktail and to immerse yourself in some of the smoothest soul ever recorded. 8 p.m. Free; reservations recommended.
'Suite of Ukrainian Shorts' at Edlavitch DCJCC
See how Ukrainian filmmakers channel the turmoil and pain of war into art during a screening of four Ukrainian shorts held at Edlavitch DCJCC's Cafritz Hall. Part of the organization's "JxJ Passport Series" presenting Jewish art from around the world, this "Suite of Ukrainian Shorts" includes an animated feature titled "I Died In Irpin," about a couple fleeing Kyiv at the beginning of Russia's invasion and a darkly funny flick titled "Borscht" about ancestors who make an appearance in a bowl of soup. The program repeats on Sunday. 7 p.m. $16 regular admission; $13 for students.
The Fool: A Tarot Comedy Show at the Black Cat
Members of the crowd receive live tarot readings at this part-comedy and part-mysticism show, hosted by D.C.'s resident witch Skye Marinda and comedian That Guy Maddie. 7 p.m. $10.
BloomFest at the Jefferson Memorial
The biggest change to this year's festival: The National Park Service's Tidal Basin welcome area has been moved from between the Martin Luther King Jr. and Franklin Delano Roosevelt memorials on West Basin Drive to a lawn behind the Jefferson Memorial. That's where you'll find BloomFest and the ANA stage, which will feature more than 100 music and dance performances over two weeks, including such genres as K-pop, classic rock, modern covers and family-friendly acoustic songs -- and that's just the lineup on the first day. Beyond music, activities include tours led by park rangers; activities for kids, including earning a junior ranger badge; and even guided evening "lantern walks." (Bring your own flashlight.) There's a refreshment stand with basic food and drinks, as well as a beer garden. Through April 11. Open daily at 10 a.m., closing at 5 p.m. Monday through Thursday, and at 6 p.m. Friday through Sunday. Free.
Well-Read Black Girl Festival at the National Museum of Women in the Arts
The National Museum of Women in the Arts and literary arts organization Well-Read Black Girl join forces for this year's edition of the Well-Read Black Girl Festival. Head to the museum for a Saturday packed with panels meant to bring readers, writers, artists and cultural leaders together to celebrate storytelling and artmaking from Black women. The theme is "The Living Archive: Art, Memory, and Civic Imagination," a road map to dive into the idea of creative expression as both memoir and activism. Activist and author Ericka Hart joins Well-Read Black Girl Glory Edim for the keynote discussion, but there are panel discussions and book signings throughout the day, as well as a sound bath and a chance to explore the museum's collection. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. $40 general admission; $30 members; $25 students.
Handshake pop-up at Bourbon Steak
Few cocktail bars are more highly regarded than Mexico City's Handshake Speakeasy, a 32-seat temple of spirits ranked the best bar in North America and No. 2 in the world on the prestigious 50 Best Bars list. Handshake is known for its use of tequila and mezcal, combined with clarified juices, house-infused elixirs and unusual cordials. Get a taste of their mixers' magic without the plane ride, TSA lines or hard-to-get reservations this weekend, as Handshake bartenders are pouring five cocktails during a two-day pop-up at Bourbon Steak at the Four Seasons. The menu includes the Bloom Effect, a special collaboration for cherry blossom made with tequila and hibiscus tea and clarified with tofu, and Handshake's signature Lychee highball, a gin drink that also includes lychee sake, lychee liqueur and jasmine tea pearls. Through Saturday. Walk-ins welcome.
Eggstravaganza at Tudor Place
Tudor Place's annual Eggstravaganza, held in the gardens of the historic Georgetown estate, boasts a photo session with the Easter bunny in addition to hunting for eggs. Additional activities for families include face painting, art-making and story time. Friday at 10 and 11 a.m. Saturday at 10 a.m. Children $15-$20; Accompanying adults $10. Free for children ages 2 and younger.
Cherry Blossom Market at Big Bear Cafe
More than 25 vendors are bringing floral art, vintage records and clothes, handmade candles and jewelry, baby clothes, ceramics, prints and snacks to a curated market at Bloomingdale's Big Bear Cafe. Drop by after work for a cocktail or mocktail while browsing and listening to a DJ. 4 to 8 p.m. Free.
Robyn Rave at Trade
It's been more than seven years since Robyn's last album, and the Swedish queen of moody electropop has spent the past five months previewing her next release by dripping out edgy, up-tempo bangers like "Dopamine" and "Talk to Me" that are primed for moving, not crying, on the dance floor. "Sexistential" finally arrives  Friday, and Trade is wasting no time celebrating: DJs Ed Bailey and WesstheDJ are joined by Jaxknife Complex and Bumper for a Robyn Rave. We can promise you won't be dancing on your own. 10 p.m. Free.
Blossom Kite Festival at the Washington Monument
The Blossom Kite Festival brings a dazzling array of kites, competitions and demonstrations by master kite fliers to the Washington Monument grounds. The 2026 theme is "Red, White and Bloom," in honor of the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence. Grab a kite kit to decorate and pair the flying with the Sakura Taiko Fest, featuring traditional Japanese drumming performances and demonstrations at the nearby Sylvan Theater, beginning at noon. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Bloomeroo at the Wharf
The Wharf's Bloomaroo is not an official National Cherry Blossom Festival event, but it still draws large crowds to the Southwest Waterfront. Highlights include bands on four outdoor stages, a kids area with crafts and face-painting, a haiku station, a cocktail garden, cooking demonstrations and fireworks to wrap up the day. Noon; fireworks launched at 8 p.m. Free.
Cherry Blossom Family Celebration at the Smithsonian American Art Museum
The Smithsonian American Art Museum's annual celebration for all ages begins with a taiko drumming performance on F Street before moving into the Kogod Courtyard, where kids can make cherry-blossom-themed crafts, check out a model train display and watch a performance by the Misako Ballet Company, while Les the DJ spins Japanese pop and funk. There's also a scavenger hunt through the galleries. 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free.
Lee-Fendall Easter Egg Hunts
Old Town's historic Lee-Fendall House Museum & Garden stacks back-to-back Easter egg hunts this Saturday, and several of the one-hour sessions are already sold out. The garden of this 1785 mansion is a picturesque spot to snap keepsake photos while little ones collect their eggs. The Easter bunny is slated to make an appearance, and other activities include crafting, games and a cupcake walk. The event is BYOB (bring your own basket), and reservations must be made in advance. 1 to 2 p.m. or 2 to 3 p.m. $17.85 for children ages 2 to 12, $7.18 for accompanying adults and free for children younger than 2.
DC Cocktail Festival at Dock 5
Bartenders from watering holes including Last Call, Reynold's, Dirty Habit, Doi Moi, Chicken + Whiskey, Metrobar and El Presidente are all slated to shake and stir drinks at the DC Cocktail Festival at Dock 5 in Union Market. Up to 15 different bars are competing, and your ticket includes a tasting of each featured cocktail as well as samples from the craft spirit brands in attendance. No wonder ticket holders for this 21-and-up-only event are advised to pace themselves. Noon to 6:30 p.m. with two different sessions. $49-$68.
Flea and Vintage Rummage Sale at Vintage Vintage Vintage
Held in its parking lot, the Union Market shop's outdoor sale expands on its indoor offerings for two days. More than two dozen local vendors offer clothes, shoes and accessories at discounts -- between $5 and $50, depending on the item and quality -- straight from their back rooms and archives. Saturday and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Free.
Beat the Streetcar
The H Street Trolley -- sorry, D.C. Streetcar -- wraps up its 10 years of service at the end of March. It'll be sent off with multiple events before the city's second attempt at streetcar service is consigned to the dustbin of history. Between cars blocking the tracks, bus stops and red lights, we all knew the D.C. Streetcar wasn't always the quickest way to get from Union Station to Benning Road. This eventually -- inevitably -- spawned Beat the Streetcar, which featured a group of runners racing a streetcar from one end of the 1.8-mile line to the other. (The humans usually won.) There's one final challenge on Saturday afternoon. Meet at the Benning Road/Oklahoma Avenue station at 12:30, and the group will be racing the 1 p.m. streetcar. After the finish, the group is walking up to Wunder Garten  for an after-party. 12:30 p.m. Free.
Women of Congressional Cemetery Walking Tour
If you're thinking of  watching the cherry blossoms hit peak bloom from anywhere other than the crowded Tidal Basin this year, consider the Congressional Cemetery, where the pink buds hang over gravestones of some of the nation's most prominent women leaders. This tour explores the stories of suffragists, educators and activists. 10 a.m. $36.
Doyle Spirits Festival at Dupont Circle Hotel
In its inaugural year, the Doyle Spirits Festival brings 15 Irish distillers to the Dupont Circle Hotel -- and not just whiskey makers. Sample drinks in a walkaround tastings from producers such as Redbreast, Dingle, Jameson, Teeling and Boatyard, plus Irish-inspired bites. Guided tastings are a chance to learn about traditional and modern processes for making spirits from single pot still whiskey to coastal botanical gins. Among the event partners is the Embassy of Ireland, which curated live musical performances; meanwhile, an interactive session teaches basic Irish phrases. 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. $54. 
Lagers and Laces at Aslin
Sneakerheads and beer-heads come together at Aslin's Lagers and Laces, where you can sip a hazy IPA, punchy sour or tropical hard seltzer while watching Nike Air Max demos, getting your favorite kicks cleaned, browsing sneaker vendors, or even organizing a trade for a fresh pair. Wear your dopest shoes to the Alexandria brewery's taproom, because there's a contest for the best. 1 to 5 p.m. Free.
Mount Pleasant Stew's Goodbye Party at Lamont Plaza
For the duration of this exceptionally cold winter, a stew has been brewing in Mount Pleasant, made of whatever neighbors brought to add to the pot. This Saturday, organizers are saying goodbye to this year's stew with a celebration. That means you can follow your final bowl with a piece of cake. Noon to 1 p.m. Free.
Go-Go and Sakura at Anthem Row
Spend Sunday afternoon at a blossom-themed block party near Mount Vernon Square, listening to live music from go-go band Mambo Sauce and Japanese pop music spun by Les the DJ, trying origami folding and painting, or watching artists paint sculptures. Noon and 4 p.m. Free.
Oxon Run Pinknic and Kite Fly at Oxon Run Park
If Saturday's kite festival on the National Mall wasn't enough, you can have even more fun flying kites at Oxon Run Park's annual Pinknic, which includes a vendor market and hands-on crafting activities. The Ward 8 park is home to more than 200 cherry trees, including some grown at the Tidal Basin, which provide an appropriate (and colorful) backdrop. Noon to 3 p.m. Free.
Sakura Sunday at National Harbor
National Harbor's annual celebration of Japanese culture offers a beer-and-sake garden, music and martial arts performances, family activities, and a marketplace with food and vendors, where you'll find clothing, anime and vintage video games. Noon to 5 p.m. Free.
52 O Street Open Studios
More than 50 artists -- painters, sculptors, jewelers, printmakers -- occupy studios at 52 O St. NW, a converted Truxton Circle warehouse that has been a nexus for the arts community for decades. Explore more than 35,000 feet of art space over four floors during one of the building's semiannual open houses. Marvel at murals by Kelly Towles and stained glass by Miriam Julianna, and you might find some art to decorate your apartment walls, or even your body. Noon to 4 p.m. Free; RSVP requested but not required.
Family Fun Day at Brookland Arts Walk
Vendors selling handcrafted crochet dolls, vintage Le Creuset dishes and ube brownies are bringing their wares to a "Family Fun Day" in Brookland. The event is a collaboration between Brookland Arts Walk and artsy group Takoma Collective. Kids can enjoy a puppet show and make paper cherry blossom crowns, while grown-ups shop from local artists, makers and vintage slingers. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free, registration requested.
The Last Ride: A Farewell to the D.C. Streetcar at Gallery on O
The D.C. Streetcar's extended wake continues on Sunday afternoon. Gallery O on H is honoring "The Streetcar Named Retired" with live music from Jonny Grave and Terry Boes, a cash bar and an open mic where visitors can choose to roast or eulogize the streetcar, however they wish. 4 to 8 p.m. Free.
Profs & Pints DC: 'Understanding U.S.- Iran Relations' at Penn Social
Profs & Pints, the organization that makes local barrooms feel like college classrooms, hosts a timely deep dive into the history of conflicts between Iran and America. Speaker Vali Nasr is a professor of international affairs and Middle East Studies at Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies, and has written several books on Iran and the Middle East. Grab a drink as Nasr breaks down Iran's 1979 Islamic revolution and takes us to recent history, providing a few educated guesses on what may unfold in Iran and throughout the region. 6 to 8:30 p.m. $14.77 in advance, $17 at the door. $15 for students.
D.C. Streetcar Final Goodbye at Cynthia Bar and Bistro
The D.C. Streetcar was supposed to be a boon for H Street. The Greater H Street Business Improvement District Association is hosting a farewell happy hour on the streetcar's final night of service, with $10 wine and house cocktails, for H Street residents to reminisce about the streetcar and discuss what comes next for the corridor. 5 to 7 p.m. Free.
Tour Del Taco
Everyone has a favorite taco spot, whether that's traditional lengua tacos from a hole-in-the-wall or a cheffy riff on breakfast tacos at a fast casual restaurant. You'll find both kinds of businesses, and maybe discover a new favorite, on the month-long Tour del Taco. This annual taqueria crawl spotlights more than two dozen taco destinations around Columbia Heights, Petworth, Mount Pleasant, U Street and Cleveland Park, including faves like Taco Bamba, Taqueria Distrito Federal, Bandit Taco and Chicatana. (See a map on the Tour Del Taco website.) Go on taco crawls, collect stamps on taco passports and complete online challenges to win gift cards and other prizes. It's free to enter, but prepare to get hungry along the way. Through April 30. Free; taco prices vary.
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Theater
A 'Hamnet' play has arrived in D.C., but it shrinks in the film's shadow
Studio Theatre's "Jonah" and Theater J's "Eureka Day" emerge as highlights of the area's spring theater slate.

Kemi-Bo Jacobs, front, and Rory Alexander star in "Hamnet." (Kyle Flubacker)


By Thomas Floyd | 2026-03-26
Is the uncanny timing of Shakespeare Theatre Company's staging of "Hamnet" an asset or an imposition? That's a matter of perspective for an adaptation that was setting up in D.C.'s Harman Hall just as Jessie Buckley was knocking down her Oscars competition.
The acclaim heaped on director Chloe Zhao's film version -- which yielded eight Academy Award nominations and earned Buckley the best-actress statuette -- is a marketing boon for the stage spin of Maggie O'Farrell's 2020 historical fiction about the death of William Shakespeare's only son. But for a production that premiered in 2023 at Britain's Royal Shakespeare Company, Zhao's transfixing telling now sets a bar that the stage show struggles to clear.
Although both versions follow the same beats, their rhythms are decidedly different. The Lolita Chakrabarti-penned play dwells more on the mysticism of Kemi-Bo Jacobs's Agnes, the rumored daughter of a forest witch, as she forges a bond with Rory Alexander's playwright-to-be William. Hamnet (Ajani Cabey) and his twin sister, Judith (Saffron Dey), may not appear until the first act's conclusion, but Agnes's clairvoyance ensures that the pair and their older sibling, Susanna (Ava Hinds-Jones), seem omnipresent during a play flooded with the whispers of unborn children and premonitions of tragedy.
It's a clever flourish for a tale that underscores the otherworldly connection a mother shares with her children. Tom Piper's immaculate set design -- the scaffolding of London's Globe Theatre is seamlessly repurposed to evoke a fog-flooded forest, a wedding chapel and myriad other locales -- helps director Erica Whyman drench the proceedings in unsettling atmosphere and evocative imagery.
Unfortunately, the unlikely courtship between the herbal healer Agnes and the Latin tutor William proves more obligatory than enchanting. The same goes for their parallel stories of familial strife. "Hamnet" finds purpose once its second act surges forward a decade, offering welcome glimpses of the children's sweet rapport and William's creative mind at work (alongside a bickering troupe of thespians, including Bert Seymour's amusing take on Richard Burbage). Yet Hamnet himself is hardly humanized before the plague tears him away.
For the "Hamnet" film, Buckley conceived of a devastating moment in which Agnes summons her late son's memory and extends a compassionate hand -- alongside dozens of Globe Theatre spectators -- to the actor playing the Danish prince in the first performance of "Hamlet." The stage version also ends with a rendition of "Hamlet" at the Globe, and it, too, ruminates on art as a vessel for grief. But where the film's finale shrewdly fastened its threads of love and loss and artistic ambition, the play unravels in the absence of such a scene. Thus this "Hamnet" lands not with a wallop but with a whimper.
Hamnet Through April 12 at Shakespeare Theatre Company, 610 F St. NW. About 2 hours 30 minutes. shakespearetheatre.org.

Ismenia Mendes alongside Rohan Maletira in "Jonah" at Studio Theatre. (Margot Schulman)


Here's a roundup of four other productions on D.C.-area stages:
"Jonah," playwright Rachel Bonds's unflinching meditation on abuse, trauma and trust, keeps your head spinning from the start. As boarding school teen Ana (Ismenia Mendes) tolerates the company of the disarming day student Jonah (Rohan Maletira) on an evening candy run, the actors stroll and zip and weave through Studio Theatre's intimate space. Up one aisle, down the other. A few lines onstage, a few lines off.
The endearing meet-cute may telegraph one kind of play, but director Taylor Reynolds wants to keep the audience on its toes. Soon enough, there's a flash of the fantastical. As Bonds cycles through different phases of Ana's life and the men she encounters -- Quinn M. Johnson's volatile Danny and Louis Reyes McWilliams's sweetly neurotic Steven -- linear storytelling gives way to time-hopping ambiguity. Consider the script's stated setting: "The past and the present. But everything is slippery."
To know much more about the play's enigmatic plotting would be to undermine its premise. But let me assure you, Bonds layers every disorienting twist and unnerving turn with surgical purpose. Along the way, Mendes deftly navigates Ana's decades-spanning journey from a distressed 16-year-old to a nervy college kid to a guarded adult. It's a sensational play that requires -- and gets -- a sensational star turn.
Jonah Through April 19 at Studio Theatre, 1501 14th St. NW. About 1 hour 50 minutes. studiotheatre.org.

Billy Eugene Jones, center, and Dakin Matthews, right, headline the cast of "Inherit the Wind" at Arena Stage. (Daniel Rader)


It's not difficult to imagine why Arena Stage and director Ryan Guzzo Purcell would want to revisit "Inherit the Wind," Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee's 1955 play that fictionalizes the infamous 1925 Scopes trial. Starring Dakin Matthews as a big-shot lawyer prosecuting a small-town educator for teaching evolution, plus a magnetic Billy Eugene Jones as the swashbuckling defense attorney, the courtroom drama carries renewed resonance amid today's tug-of-war over science, religion and what belongs in school curriculums.
Despite Purcell's best efforts to shake the dust off the play -- musical interludes showcase Rebecca Madeira's lovely voice, and scenic designer Tanya Orellana dreamed up a striking desert set -- the revival now playing on Arena's Fichandler Stage reads like a relic. Sure, there's a place for archetypal heroes, easy villains and reliable applause lines. But in these challenging times? Such pat drama is all too tidy.
Inherit the Wind Through April 5 at Arena Stage, 1101 Sixth St. SW. About 2 hours 10 minutes. arenastage.org.
Folger Theatre's staging of "As You Like It" is a similarly well-intentioned but scattershot attempt at reinvention. As developed by Folger artistic director Karen Ann Daniels and directed by Timothy Douglas, Shakespeare's pastoral comedy -- centered on the banished Rosalind (Tsilala Brock) and her love, Orlando (Manu Kumasi) -- has gotten a vibrant, D.C.-centric makeover. Now, Capitol Hill ruthlessness stands in for the ruling kingdom, and U Street splendor represents the Arcadian forest Arden.
It's a brilliant conceit, and one that works best when Kokayi's go-go-inspired score livens the proceedings. The execution, however, is lacking for a production that doesn't do enough to foreground its capital city influence and too often turns to anachronistic quips for cheap laughs. If the biggest reactions in a Shakespearean comedy come from undercutting the Bard, something's gone amiss.
As You Like It Through April 19 at Folger Theatre, 201 East Capitol St. SE. About 2 hours 20 minutes. folger.edu.
Those seeking a good giggle need look no further than director Hayley Finn's superb staging of "Eureka Day" at Theater J. Jonathan Spector's 2018 play, about vaccine skepticism at a hyperprogressive California day school, includes an online town hall gone awry that ranks among modern theater's more hysterical scenes.
Prodding at the funny bone without taking any violent jabs, Spector has unspooled a slick satire that preaches empathy for opposing (probably irrational) viewpoints while ultimately coming down on the side of cold, hard reason. Considering that this play premiered before the pandemic -- and includes a single, spot-on allusion to covid-19 -- Spector deserves some kind of retroactive Pulitzer Prize for prescience.
Eureka Day Through April 5 at Theater J, 1529 16th St. NW. About 1 hour 40 minutes. edcjcc.org/theater-j.
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