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      Breaking News

      
        DSI finds suspected fuel stockpiling after inspection in South
        The Department of Special Investigation (DSI) has uncovered irregularities following inspections of six major oil depots in the southern province of Surat Thani, with some operators suspected of stockpiling millions of litres of fuel during March.

      

      
        Clean Air Bill could hurt economy, says Bhumjaithai MP
        The ruling Bhumjaithai Party has voiced strong reservations over the Clean Air Bill, warning that if passed into law, it could give excessive powers to state officials and damage the country's economic competitiveness.

      

      
        Fuel-smuggling probe kicks off
        Authorities have launched parallel investigations into allegations of fuel smuggling and irregular fuel distribution volumes, as Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul vowed legal action against anyone involved, describing them as a threat to national security.

      

      
        Northern pollution yet to affect Bangkok, says governor
        Bangkok has so far been spared the impact of hazardous air pollution from the North, while overall air quality in the capital has improved this year, according to Governor Chadchart Sittipunt.

      

      
        Don Mueang advises Songkran travellers to arrive 3 hours early
        Passengers using Don Meaung International Airport in Bangkok during the Songkran holiday are advised to arrive at least two to three hours before their scheduled departures, with the peak travel day expected to be April 11.

      

      
        Finance minister expects fuel price relief soon
        The Thai government is preparing to cut domestic fuel prices by targeting what it describes as "unnecessary" cost components in the national pricing structure.

      

      
        Chinese fugitive wanted for fraud arrested in Phuket
        PHUKET - A 32-year-old Chinese national wanted in his country on fraud charges involving losses of more than 5 million baht has been arrested in the Patong area of this island province.

      

      
        Wildlife seized from Thais linked to Indian smugglers
        Many protected, endangered animals --- sulcata tortoises, Patagonian hares and capybaras --- have been seized after authorities raided a house in Samut Songkhram belonging to two Thais said to be linked to an Indian wildlife trafficking network.

      

      
        Pattaya mayoral candidate apologises for fake follower boost
        CHON BURI - A prospective Pattaya mayoral candidate from the People's Party has apologised after admitting her campaign used artificial means to inflate her social media follower totals, following online scrutiny that showed most of the accounts appeared to originate from Vietnam.

      

      
        War in the Middle East: latest developments
        WASHINGTON (UNITED STATES) - Here are the latest developments in the Middle East war:
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																The Department of Special Investigation (DSI) has uncovered irregularities following inspections of six major oil depots in the southern province of Surat Thani, with some operators suspected of stockpiling millions of litres of fuel during March.
Pol Maj Woranan Srilam, DSI spokesman, said on Thursday that the inspections on Wednesday focused on six large oil depots, all of which are Section 7 licensees. 

These operators maintain oil storage facilities in Surat Thani to supply fuel to eight upper southern provinces.

The spokesman said preliminary findings from on-site inspections showed that some of the six companies exhibited suspicious patterns in their inventory data.

The inspections were led by Justice Minister Pol Lt Gen Rutthaphon Naowarat, accompanied by Defence Deputy Minister Lt Gen Adul Boonthumjaroen, DSI officials and Pol Gen Thatchai Pitaneelabut, deputy national police chief in his capacity as director the Royal Thai Police's fuel crime suppression centre.

In March this year, several depots recorded fuel intake significantly exceeding sales volumes, contrary to their normal business pattern observed in February, when intake and sales figures were broadly balanced, said Pol Maj Woranan.

Under standard accounting principles, oil inventory is calculated based on four components: carryover stock from the previous month, new intake, sales volume and remaining stock as of March 31. 

The DSI found that, when these figures were compared, the ratios deviated sharply from those recorded in February.

Some depots held around two million litres of fuel in stock in March, while sales volumes during the same period fell to only a few hundred thousand litres. This resulted in inventory levels rising to several million litres. By contrast, in February, monthly sales and stock movements were both in the range of several million litres, reflecting normal trading patterns.

Pol Maj Woranan said company representatives would be required to provide explanations to local investigators and provincial commerce officials. If irregularities are confirmed, the provincial commerce office will file complaints with local investigators.

Cases that meet the criteria under the Special Case Investigation Act may be taken up by the DSI. This includes offences affecting the broader economy or involving complex criminal activity. Such cases would be reviewed by the Special Case Committee.

If evidence points to organised wrongdoing with coordinated roles, authorities may pursue charges related to criminal association and potentially expand the investigation to include money laundering, said the DSI spokesman.
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									Clean Air Bill could hurt economy, says Bhumjaithai MP								

								Enough laws, not enough enforcement, according to Supachai Jaisamut
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																The ruling Bhumjaithai Party has voiced strong reservations over the Clean Air Bill, warning that if passed into law, it could give excessive powers to state officials and damage the country's economic competitiveness.
Speaking during a House debate on Wednesday about the PM2.5 pollution crisis in northern provinces, Bhumjaithai list-MP Supachai Jaisamut said he was worried about efforts to fast-track the bill, which has already passed the House and is now awaiting Senate review.

He said the haze crisis is not due to a lack of laws, but rather weak enforcement of existing ones.

"I want to make it clear that clean air is a fundamental right of the people," the veteran politician said. "But a good law must not create new problems or impose unnecessary burdens on the country."

Mr Supachai argued that the bill grants overly broad powers to officials, potentially allowing searches, seizures, asset freezes and business shutdown orders without court warrants.

[image: Bhumjaithai Party's list-MP Supachai Jaisamut. (Bangkok Post file photo)]
Bhumjaithai Party's list-MP Supachai Jaisamut. (Bangkok Post file photo)



He warned that such provisions could undermine the rule of law, open the door to abuse of authority and limit the ability of citizens to seek compensation.

He also criticised the draft as legally vague, saying it sets broad principles while leaving important details to be determined later by agencies.

Economically, he warned that proposed pollution fees and risk guarantee mechanisms could sharply increase costs for industry during a period of global uncertainty, weakening the country's competitiveness.

He also questioned whether a European-style emissions trading system would be suitable in Thailand, arguing it may fail if domestic enforcement remains weak.

Mr Supachai said the bill overlaps with existing laws on the environment, urban planning and traffic management, without clearly stating which laws it would replace.

He also objected to the creation of multiple new committees and a proposed "Clean Air Office", which he said could duplicate the role of the Pollution Control Department.

Despite the criticism, he said he did not oppose the principle of clean air legislation, but urged lawmakers to ensure any final version genuinely protects public health without harming the economy.
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																Authorities have launched parallel investigations into allegations of fuel smuggling and irregular fuel distribution volumes, as Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul vowed legal action against anyone involved, describing them as a threat to national security.
The Royal Thai Navy said on Thursday it is verifying reports that fuel was illegally smuggled out of Thailand for sale overseas, particularly to Cambodia.

Mr Anutin, who also serves as interior minister, said intelligence agencies had detected an organised network hoarding fuel, inflating prices and diverting supplies for illicit export.

Task forces have been set up to track suspects, with police, the military and the Anti-Money Laundering Office (Amlo) working jointly to pursue arrests and legal proceedings, he said.

The Prime Minister acknowledged such activities exist but said the number of people involved remains limited.

He described smuggling fuel to Cambodia as "despicable" and said it could amount to betraying Thailand.

Mr Anutin said authorities must first reconcile figures from multiple agencies before confirming the scale of any smuggling, stressing that decisions must be based on verified data to avoid any errors.

Public attention intensified after the Facebook page Song Khmer posted video footage allegedly showing diesel fuel being sold at sea to Cambodian vessels at unusually low prices.

The video was originally posted by TikTok account '@ounchen829' on Tuesday, the Facebook page said, before being removed. 

The clip, recorded in the Cambodian language, claimed a maritime trader had already sold 6,000 litres of fuel.

Another vessel was seen moored alongside the boat that was supplying the diesel.

When the camera later panned across the scene, the vessel was observed flying a Thai national flag at its bow, fuelling speculation that Thai fuel was being transferred to foreign boats.

The footage sparked widespread discussion online and prompted calls for authorities to launch a formal investigation into possible fuel smuggling.

Navy spokesman RAdm Parach Rattanachaiphan said relevant units had been tasked with examining the clip and verifying the circumstances surrounding the alleged transaction.

He added that the navy would strictly enforce the law if any illegal exports or smuggling activities were confirmed.

He also urged the public to exercise caution when sharing unverified information online, warning that incomplete or misleading content could cause unnecessary confusion while the investigation was under way.

Separately, the Department of Special Investigation (DSI) is preparing to inspect a major fuel depot in Surat Thani after detecting irregular sales patterns.

Officials said gasoline sales fell sharply in March, while diesel sales surged to about 10 million litres, more than double the previous month.

If wrongdoing is established, the case could be pursued as a special investigation, with potential criminal and money-laundering charges.
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									Northern pollution yet to affect Bangkok, says governor								

								Chadchart says co-operation from many groups reducing bad-air days in capital
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																Bangkok has so far been spared the impact of hazardous air pollution from the North, while overall air quality in the capital has improved this year, according to Governor Chadchart Sittipunt.
Speaking to reporters on Thursday, Mr Chadchart said wind direction remains the key factor influencing pollution levels. At present, seasonal summer winds are blowing from the south -- from the Gulf of Thailand towards the North -- preventing haze from northern provinces from drifting into the capital.

However, he warned that the situation remains fluid and requires close monitoring, as shifting wind patterns could bring pollution back into the capital at any time.

To better manage air quality, City Hall has begun deploying advanced technology, including a high-performance air quality monitoring system, known as a "Super Station", supported by China. The pilot station has been set up at Kasetsart University.

The station can analyse pollution sources in real time, enabling authorities to determine whether hazardous fine-dust particles are caused by agricultural burning or vehicle emissions. Such detailed data will allow for more targeted and effective responses to air pollution.

Mr Chadchart said the overall situation in Bangkok has shown clear improvement this year, with the number of days when fine dust concentrations exceeded safe levels falling by around 50% compared with the previous year.

Air quality in Bangkok on Thursday was good, with almost all of the capital's 50 districts reporting PM2.5 fine-dust particulate readings well below the threshold of 37.5 microgrammes per cubic metre.

Mr Chadchart attributed progress to cooperation across several sectors, including campaigns encouraging motorists to change engine oil and filters, stricter vehicle emissions testing, and a fourfold increase in roadside inspections targeting black-smoke vehicles.

Farmers in surrounding areas have also played a role by reducing the burning of agricultural waste, a major contributor to seasonal haze.

"I believe that if all sectors work together seriously, the fine dust situation can be eased sustainably in the long term," Mr Chadchart said, while expressing concern for people in northern provinces currently facing worsening pollution from hundreds of wildfires.

Discussing longer-term solutions, the governor voiced support for the proposed Clean Air Act, describing air pollution as fundamentally an economic issue.

He noted that lower-income groups often have limited choices, relying on older vehicles or low-cost methods such as crop burning.

A comprehensive law, he said, would help address these structural challenges by establishing a support fund and enforcing the "polluter pays" principle, ensuring those responsible for emissions bear the cost of the damage.

Mr Chadchart added that the legislation would also empower local administrative bodies to take more effective and sustainable action in tackling air pollution within their own areas.


	Related: Polluted Chiang Mai to suffer at Songkran
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									Don Mueang advises Songkran travellers to arrive 3 hours early								

								Bangkok airport expecting 100,000 passengers a day from April 10-19
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																Passengers using Don Meaung International Airport in Bangkok during the Songkran holiday are advised to arrive at least two to three hours before their scheduled departures, with the peak travel day expected to be April 11.
The airport expects to handle 1,060,000 passengers, or 100,000 per day, from April 10-19, management said on Thursday, adding that 6,551 flights are scheduled during the 10-day period.

The expected passenger numbers are 55% higher than the normal daily average of around 64,000.

Airport management said the most crowded day would be Saturday, April 11, and that passengers should arrive at least two to three hours before their scheduled flights. 

The peak hours for both domestic and international services are between 5am and 7am, 9am to 11am, and 3pm and 6pm.

Passengers should proceed with online check-in and recheck flight status before travelling to the airport, management said. For more information, check the passenger guide.
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									Finance minister expects fuel price relief soon								

								Government working quickly to identify 'unnecessary' costs in fuel pricing system
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																The Thai government is preparing to cut domestic fuel prices by targeting what it describes as "unnecessary" cost components in the national pricing structure.
The Ministry of  Energy will  recalculate oil refining and marketing costs by  Monday, which should lead to lower energy  prices quickly, Finance Minister Ekniti  Nitithanprapas said on Thursday.

He made the statement hours after diesel prices rose by another 3.50 baht a litre to 44.24 baht at service stations across Thailand. Petrol prices were increased by 1.20 baht for most grades.

Refining-related calculations [?]may be too high under present conditions, and therefore pump prices for consumers should be lower, said Mr Ekniti, who heads a new committee set up to review fuel cost [?]structures and  pricing.

The committee has concluded that both refinery margins and marketing margins should be revised downward. He said current pricing no longer reflects prevailing market conditions and includes distortions carried over from earlier periods of volatility.

The committee had been given 15 days by Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul to complete its review, but it is accelerating its work in order to present initial findings to the cabinet by Monday.

Refinery representatives have been involved in the talks with senior policymakers. The review also covers the criteria for calculating wholesale and retail fuel prices under the fuel trade law.

Looking at marketing margins, officials acknowledged fluctuations driven by the spread between wholesale and retail prices. While these margins can vary daily, the average since the start of the year is 1.95 baht per litre, below the previously studied benchmark of 2.45 baht, which includes operating costs such as rent, utilities and staffing at service stations.

Refining margins have been more controversial but are often misunderstood, leading to critics of the industry claiming that refiners' profits have tripled since the Middle East war began.

Prasert Sinsukprasert, the permanent secretary for the Ministry of Energy, emphasised that refinery margins, currently reported at 13-14 baht per litre, should not be interpreted as pure profit.

Rather, they represent the differential between crude and refined product prices, incorporating elevated input costs and premiums during periods of supply disruption. Historical data suggest an average margin closer to 2.45 baht per litre under normal conditions.

The Petroleum and Energy Institute of Thailand last week denied that refineries are making windfall profits, saying the headline numbers quoted by politicians do not represent profit margins, as many other factors are involved.

 In any case, Mr Ekniti said, the [?]government wants to verify the real "war premium" and other [?]extra costs, such as freight and insurance, to determine the true cost burden on refiners.

Diesel prices in Thailand have risen nearly 50% since Feb 28, the day Israel and the United States started bombing Iran, leading to a global energy crisis.

The Oil Fuel Fund has run up a deficit of 47 billion baht subsidising fuel prices. It is reportedly seeking to have the Ministry of Finance guarantee loans of up to 150 billion baht to stabilise its finances.


	Related: Fuel crisis contingency plans announced
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									Chinese fugitive wanted for fraud arrested in Phuket								
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																PHUKET - A 32-year-old Chinese national wanted in his country on fraud charges involving losses of more than 5 million baht has been arrested in the Patong area of this island province.
Immigration officers arrested the suspect, identified only as Wang, at a condominium in Patong, Pol Col Charoenphong Khantilo, spokesman for Immigration Division 6, said on Thursday.

The suspect was wanted on a warrant issued by the Ministry of Public Security in Shenyang, China, on charges of contract fraud.

The Chinese embassy in Thailand had requested assistance from Thai law enforcement in apprehending the suspect and deporting him.

An investigation found the suspect had been hiding in a condominium in the Patong area of Kathu district on the tourist island. A team of officers, led by Pol Lt Col Adisorn Boonchum, Phuket immigration inspector, then moved in to arrest him.

According to Chinese authorities, the suspect deceived more than 30 victims by falsely claiming to sell billiards equipment, using fabricated shipping videos and documents to persuade them to sign contracts and transfer money. He allegedly failed to deliver the goods, cut off contact and fled overseas. Total damages were estimated at over one million yuan.

Checks showed that Mr Wang had entered Thailand on a tourist visa, which had not yet expired. His visa was subsequently revoked on grounds that he was subject to a criminal warrant issued by a foreign government.

He is currently in custody awaiting further legal action.
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									Wildlife seized from Thais linked to Indian smugglers								

								Raid on house in Samut Songkhram finds numerous endangered animals
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																Many protected, endangered animals -- sulcata tortoises, Patagonian hares and capybaras -- have been seized after authorities raided a house in Samut Songkhram belonging to two Thais said to be linked to an Indian wildlife trafficking network.
The operation stemmed from a case in March 2024, in which six Indians were arrested at Suvarnabhumi airport while attempting to smuggle animals out of Thailand, the Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation said on Thursday.

Environmental protection police continued their investigations and arrested an Indian woman, said to be a key figure in the gang, in February this year. 

Further investigation this week led to two Thai nationals. They were arrested in Bang Khae district of Bangkok while transporting a near-threatened dusky leaf monkey, smuggled from a neighbouring country and priced at 90,000 baht for sale, the authorities said.

[image: The smuggled dusky leaf monkey seized during transportation in Bangkok.]
The smuggled dusky leaf monkey seized during transport in Bangkok.



A further search at their residence in tambon Suan Luang, in Amphawa district of Samut Songkhram, discovered more illegally owned wildlife -- three sulcata tortoises, three Patagonian hares and six capybaras.

The suspects face charges under the Wildlife Protection Act, with all seized animals transferred to the Wildlife Conservation Office for further care, the department said.

[image: One of the seized sulcata tortoises. ]
One of the seized sulcata tortoises.

[image: A caging area built at the raided premises in Samut Songkhram.]
Officers inspect the animal enclosure built at the raided premises in Samut Songkhram.
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									Pattaya mayoral candidate apologises for fake follower boost								

								'Orange' contender red-faced after opponents point out most Facebook followers were Vietnamese
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																CHON BURI - A prospective Pattaya mayoral candidate from the People's Party has apologised after admitting her campaign used artificial means to inflate her social media follower totals, following online scrutiny that showed most of the accounts appeared to originate from Vietnam.
The controversy erupted on Wednesday after a Facebook page focusing on Chon Buri and Pattaya local affairs, titled Khwarm Jing Chon Buri-Pattaya (khwaamcchring chlburii-phathyaa), questioned the unusually high number of followers on the Facebook page of Dr Nisamart Laoharattanahirun, who is expected to contest the Pattaya mayoral election scheduled for mid-year.

The page reported that Dr Nisamart's account had amassed as many as 52,000 followers, most of whom appeared to be based in Vietnam, and asked sarcastically: "Are there really that many Vietnamese people living in Pattaya?"

Another Facebook page, Jakkawarn Dom Som (cchakrwaald`msm), which is known for its critical stance towards the People's Party, also alleged that more than 90% of the followers on Dr Nisamart's page were Vietnamese accounts.

It questioned whether the inflated figures were intended to create a misleading impression of popularity, and whether more serious forms of electoral misconduct might surface. "Doesn't the candidate feel suspicious at all (about many Vietnamese accounts)?" it asked.

The claims prompted comparisons with incumbent mayor Poramet Ngampichet, whose Facebook page reportedly has about 27,000 followers, most of whom are described as genuine users living in Chon Buri and Pattaya.

The issue quickly gained traction online. In response, Dr Nisamart acknowledged that her campaign team had employed digital communication tools that included boosting follower numbers at certain periods.

"I would like to clarify that my team used online communication tools, including increasing follower numbers at times," she said in a statement posted on her Facebook page.

"I admit that this approach was inappropriate and may have caused misunderstanding. Although it was carried out by the team, as the account owner I take full responsibility."

Account being cleaned up

Dr Nisamart said all such activities had now been halted and that steps were being taken to clean up the account so that it reflects genuine followers.

"From now on, I will focus on transparent communication and remain committed to working for the people of Pattaya," she added, offering an apology and thanking the public for their feedback.

Mr Poramet, whose current four-year term will end on May 21, is seeking a second term in the upcoming mayoral election.

Both Mr Poramet and Dr Nisamart are widely regarded as key contenders in Pattaya mayoral race.

Online presence is often seen as a key indicator of public support in local political contests. While there is no indication of legal violations at this stage, the episode has fuelled debate over ethical standards in digital campaigning and the growing role of online "information operations" in local politics.

Chon Buri was also a fiercely contested political battleground in the Feb 8 election between the People's Party and Bhumjaithai, with each winning five constituency seats. The former won seven seats in the 2023 poll.

Bhumjaithai was shut out in the province in 2023 but staged a big comeback this year, after local political heavyweight Suchart Chomklin joined the party to lead its campaign there.

The People's Party is trying to make deeper inroads into local politics across the country, having learned from its poor 2026 performance that local networks are essential to winning nationally.
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																WASHINGTON (UNITED STATES) - Here are the latest developments in the Middle East war:
'Root cause'

China said on Thursday that US and Israeli strikes on Iran were the "root cause" of the Strait of Hormuz blockage.

"The root cause of interruptions to navigation through the Strait of Hormuz is the United States and Israel's illegal military operations against Iran," Beijing's foreign ministry spokeswoman Mao Ning told a news conference.

China also called for a halt to the war.

"Military means cannot fundamentally solve the problem," Mao said, urging "the parties concerned to immediately cease military operations".

US warns of Iraq attacks

"Iraqi terrorist militia groups aligned with Iran may intend to conduct attacks in central Baghdad in the next 24-48 hours," the US embassy said in a statement on X, again urging Americans in the country to leave immediately.

'Humiliation, disgrace... regret, and surrender'

Iran's military vowed to carry out "crushing" attacks against the United States and Israel after Trump threatened to bomb the country into the "Stone Ages".

"With trust in Almighty God, this war will continue until your humiliation, disgrace, permanent and certain regret, and surrender," said the military's operational command Khatam Al-Anbiya in a statement carried by state TV.

Hezbollah claims attacks

Lebanese militant group Hezbollah said its fighters launched drones and rockets at northern Israel, targeting troops and a village.

The Israeli military's Home Front Command said air raid sirens were activated across the border. There were no reports of any casualties or damage.

Israel under Iran missile fire

Israel's military said air defences responded to waves of Iranian missile fire, including at least two attacks after Trump delivered an address to the American public about the war.

After the first attack, police said officers were called to "several" impact sites in central Israel, and media reports citing medics said four people were lightly wounded.

Oil prices jump

Oil prices spiked, with investors unimpressed after Trump repeated his threat that US forces would hammer Iran for another two to three weeks but offered no solution to the closure of the Strait of Hormuz that has crippled global markets.

Brent crude, which had fallen back below US$100 a barrel Wednesday, surged almost seven percent to hit $108.15, while West Texas Intermediate jumped more than six percent to as high as $106.75.

Australia doesn't see 'end point'

Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese said the original aims of the war in Iran had been met.

"Now those objectives have been realised it is not clear what more needs to be achieved or what the end point looks like," he said during a speech in the capital Canberra.

Trump vows big strikes

In a speech from the White House, Trump insisted that the United States was nearing victory in Iran, and vowed two to three more weeks of "extremely hard" strikes.

"We are going to finish the job, and we're going to finish it very fast. We're getting very close," he said in remarks that largely rehashed his daily streams of social-media postings and rapid media interviews.

UAE responds to 'threats

Emirati air defences were responding to missile and drone "threats", the United Arab Emirates' defence ministry said.

Since the war erupted, the UAE and other Gulf countries have been regularly targeted by Iranian missile and drone strikes in retaliation for the US-Israeli campaign.

Iran calls US demands 'irrational'

Iran said that Washington's demands were "maximalist and irrational" and denied any negotiations were under way on a ceasefire to end the war in the Middle East.

"Messages have been received through intermediaries, including Pakistan, but there is no direct negotiation with the US," said Iranian foreign ministry spokesman Esmaeil Baqaei, quoted by the ISNA news agency.
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									Finance minister expects fuel price relief soon								

								Government working quickly to identify 'unnecessary' costs in fuel pricing system
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																The Thai government is preparing to cut domestic fuel prices by targeting what it describes as "unnecessary" cost components in the national pricing structure.
The Ministry of  Energy will  recalculate oil refining and marketing costs by  Monday, which should lead to lower energy  prices quickly, Finance Minister Ekniti  Nitithanprapas said on Thursday.

He made the statement hours after diesel prices rose by another 3.50 baht a litre to 44.24 baht at service stations across Thailand. Petrol prices were increased by 1.20 baht for most grades.

Refining-related calculations [?]may be too high under present conditions, and therefore pump prices for consumers should be lower, said Mr Ekniti, who heads a new committee set up to review fuel cost [?]structures and  pricing.

The committee has concluded that both refinery margins and marketing margins should be revised downward. He said current pricing no longer reflects prevailing market conditions and includes distortions carried over from earlier periods of volatility.

The committee had been given 15 days by Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul to complete its review, but it is accelerating its work in order to present initial findings to the cabinet by Monday.

Refinery representatives have been involved in the talks with senior policymakers. The review also covers the criteria for calculating wholesale and retail fuel prices under the fuel trade law.

Looking at marketing margins, officials acknowledged fluctuations driven by the spread between wholesale and retail prices. While these margins can vary daily, the average since the start of the year is 1.95 baht per litre, below the previously studied benchmark of 2.45 baht, which includes operating costs such as rent, utilities and staffing at service stations.

Refining margins have been more controversial but are often misunderstood, leading to critics of the industry claiming that refiners' profits have tripled since the Middle East war began.

Prasert Sinsukprasert, the permanent secretary for the Ministry of Energy, emphasised that refinery margins, currently reported at 13-14 baht per litre, should not be interpreted as pure profit.

Rather, they represent the differential between crude and refined product prices, incorporating elevated input costs and premiums during periods of supply disruption. Historical data suggest an average margin closer to 2.45 baht per litre under normal conditions.

The Petroleum and Energy Institute of Thailand last week denied that refineries are making windfall profits, saying the headline numbers quoted by politicians do not represent profit margins, as many other factors are involved.

 In any case, Mr Ekniti said, the [?]government wants to verify the real "war premium" and other [?]extra costs, such as freight and insurance, to determine the true cost burden on refiners.

Diesel prices in Thailand have risen nearly 50% since Feb 28, the day Israel and the United States started bombing Iran, leading to a global energy crisis.

The Oil Fuel Fund has run up a deficit of 47 billion baht subsidising fuel prices. It is reportedly seeking to have the Ministry of Finance guarantee loans of up to 150 billion baht to stabilise its finances.


	Related: Fuel crisis contingency plans announced
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									Thai cannabis shops given 3 years to transform to clinics								

								Health ministry signals beginning of the end to four years of legal uncertainty
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																The Ministry of Public Health has begun a full transition to ensuring cannabis use in Thailand will be for medicinal purposes only, allowing dispensaries a three-year timeframe to convert into medical clinics in order to continue operating.
The announcement signals the beginning of the end to four years of legal uncertainty and frequent policy flip-flops that followed the decriminalisation of cannabis.

Cannabis clinics would be regulated under the Medical Facilities Act, Public Health Minister Pattana Promphat said on Wednesday.

The change aims to ensure access to cannabis for medical treatment under the supervision of authorised personnel, including doctors, Thai traditional medicine practitioners and certified staff who have completed relevant training courses.

There are about 11,000 registered cannabis shops nationwide, with their permits set to expire over the next three years, he said, adding that around 40% of permits expire each year.

Public health officials estimated earlier that once the dust settles, there would be about 2,000 licensed clinics remaining.

"We cannot say exactly how many will convert into clinics, but we can say that we have entered the full phase of cannabis being used for medicinal purposes only," Mr Pattana said in a statement.

He added that the ministry is willing to work with private companies on the development of the cannabis industry.

He noted there is strong demand for premium unprocessed cannabis, or raw cannabis flowers, which can be used for further extraction or processing.

Thailand was the first country in Asia to decriminalise cannabis in 2022 but has struggled to regulate and contain its use.

Creating a cannabis economy was a flagship policy of Bhumjaithai Party leader Anutin Charnvirakul. He issued a ministerial announcement removing cannabis from the narcotics list in 2022 when he was the public health minister in the government of Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha.

However, the absence of a law and clear regulations led to a free-for-all, with cannabis shops proliferating all over the country. Widespread recreational use, especially in tourist areas, has led to frequent public complaints.

Four years later, there is still no law, although it is expected that Mr Anutin and Bhumjaithai will move to clarify the legislation once the government he heads formally takes office later this month.


	Special Report: Cannabis clinic transformation explained


							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3228960/thai-cannabis-shops-given-3-years-to-transform-to-clinics



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Historic Artemis lunar mission lifts off successfully								

								Astronauts to spend 10 days paving the way for future Moon landings
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																KENNEDY SPACE CENTER, Florida - Four astronauts blasted off aboard a massive NASA rocket Wednesday on a long-anticipated journey around the Moon, the first crewed lunar flyby in more than 50 years.
With a thunderous roar that reverberated far beyond the launchpad, the enormous orange-and-white rocket carried three Americans and one Canadian away from Florida's Kennedy Space Center at approximately 6.35pm local time (5.35am Thursday Thailand time).

NASA teams and spectators alike were ecstatic as the spacecraft ascended into a radiant sky atop a cascade of flames.

"We're going to the Moon!" one onlooker exclaimed.

During final checks before Artemis 2 was deemed a go for launch, astronauts gave brief words: "We are going for all humanity," said the Canadian aboard, Jeremy Hansen.

Artemis launch director Charlie Blackwell-Thompson then addressed the astronauts directly.

"Reid, Victor, Christina and Jeremy: On this historic mission, you take with you the heart of this Artemis team, the daring spirit of the American people and our partners across the globe, and the hopes and dreams of a new generation. Good luck. God speed Artemis 2. Let's go," she said.

The team, who donned bright orange suits with blue trim as they blasted off, includes Americans Reid Wiseman, Victor Glover and Christina Koch along with Canadian Hansen.

"We have a beautiful moonrise. We're headed right at it," said Wiseman, the mission commander.

Shortly after launch they successfully entered Earth's orbit, where they will remain while performing various checks to ensure the reliability and safety of a spacecraft that has never carried humans before.

They will also test its manual piloting capabilities during docking simulations.

If all goes well they are expected to venture forth on Thursday on a loop around the Moon, which is expected to take about three days.

The voyage should last approximately 10 days in total.

"This was amazing," said Sian Proctor, an American scientist who participated in a 2021 space mission and ventured to Florida's Space Coast, where local authorities said around 400,000 people were watching.

"I'm just so happy that we're going back to the Moon, and everybody should be excited and be following the next 10 days, because this is a big step for humanity," Proctor said.

The flight is to pave the way for a Moon landing in 2028. (Story continues below)

						

							
						


Repeated setbacks

The mission marks a series of historic accomplishments: it will send the first person of color, the first woman and the first non-American on a lunar mission.

If the plan proceeds as expected, the astronauts will set a record by venturing farther from Earth than any human before.

It is also the inaugural crewed flight of NASA's new lunar rocket, dubbed the Space Launch System (SLS).

The rocket is designed to allow the United States to repeatedly return to the Moon, with the goal of establishing a permanent base that will offer a platform for further exploration.

Wednesday marked a major milestone after years of delays and massive cost overruns for a mission that was originally due to launch as early as February.

But repeated setbacks stalled it and even necessitated rolling the rocket back to its hangar for analysis and repairs.

[image: The Artemis II rocket lifts off from the Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral, Florida on April 1, 2026. (Photo: AFP)]
The Artemis II rocket lifts off from the Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral, Florida on April 1, 2026. (Photo: AFP)



'Beyond the stars'

The Artemis programme was facing pressure from President Donald Trump, who has pushed the pace of a programme that aims to see boots hit the lunar surface before his second term ends in early 2029.

But the projected date of 2028 for a landing has raised eyebrows among experts, in part because Washington is relying on the private sector's technological headway.

The current era of American lunar investment has frequently been portrayed as an effort to compete with China, which is aiming to land humans on the Moon by 2030.

"We are WINNING, in Space, on Earth, and everywhere in between -- Economically, Militarily, and now, BEYOND THE STARS. Nobody comes close! America doesn't just compete, we DOMINATE, and the whole World is watching," Trump posted on Truth Social.
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									Exposing an encroachers' paradise								

								Phuket's Freedom Beach latest target
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																A secluded strip of sand cradled by forested hills, Freedom Beach in Phuket has long been prized for its natural beauty -- clear waters, dense greenery and a tranquillity cherished by local communities who lived and worked in harmony with the land.
Over the years, however, the area has also been a focal point of disputes over illegal land use, environmental degradation and the rights of residents, with encroachment by influential groups disrupting the balance between nature and community life.

Late last month, more than 100 officials launched an operation to investigate encroachments in the protected forest area surrounding Freedom Beach, within the Khao Nak Koet National Reserve Forest in Phuket's Muang district.

The move followed complaints from residents that outsiders had occupied and restricted access to land traditionally used for both living and livelihood purposes. Villagers reported being threatened, and intimidated with weapons, leaving them unable to carry out normal activities on land they had long called their own.

The inspection team was led by Phuket deputy governor Rungrueng Thimabut and included police, forestry officers, local administrative officials, and affected communities. Chalermpong Saengdee, a People's Party MP for Phuket, along with officials from the Patong and Karon municipalities, also joined the inspection.

During the operation, authorities discovered widespread violations: residential buildings, shops, and tourist facilities had been constructed illegally within the forest reserve.

Five individuals were arrested on charges of forest encroachment and land clearing under the Forest Act, while one suspect faced an additional charge for illegal firearm possession.

The team also found four elephants tethered within the forest, prompting coordination with livestock authorities to ensure the animals were removed and their welfare addressed.

Preliminary investigations indicated the elephants may have been used for logging or construction purposes, compounding environmental concerns.

Disputed land

The encroachments have not only affected the environment but also the rights of local residents.

Community members described how the once-quiet beach gradually became dominated by outsiders who established commercial operations, introduced heavy machinery, and claimed ownership over land that should remain public property.

Villagers say access to the beach and surrounding forest was frequently blocked, preventing them from tending their livelihoods or enjoying their homes.

Mr Chalermpong, speaking after the inspection, described the situation as symptomatic of a broader problem of weak enforcement in forested areas. Officials found evidence of forest clearing, road construction, and electricity lines extended into restricted zones. In some cases, land was being divided and sold under the pretext of private ownership, even though the area legally remains part of the national forest reserve.

One individual detained by authorities had claimed he was misled by influential figures into occupying a residential structure on the land.

Forestry officials have begun seizing illegally constructed buildings, and court proceedings are expected to determine the demolition and restoration of affected areas.

The overlapping municipal boundaries of Patong and Karon, however, have complicated enforcement efforts, as local authorities have limited jurisdiction to issue demolition orders for unauthorised buildings spanning multiple zones.

Investigators also discovered preparations for commercial tourism within the forest, including zipline installations. Alongside the elephants, other animals such as peacocks and domestic poultry were being kept on-site.

Livestock authorities said the elephants were being used for logging activities, highlighting the environmental impact of illegal occupation.

Tougher law

Mr Chalermpong urged the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment and the Royal Forest Department to enforce the law more rigorously, warning that unchecked encroachment could lead to the irreversible loss of Phuket's remaining forest areas.

"I will gather complaints and contact the authorities -- including the Royal Forest Department, local administrative offices, and land management agencies -- to ensure a transparent investigation and strict enforcement of the law."

Removing illegal structures and confronting influential individuals occupying the land were essential, as forest areas across Phuket are under severe encroachment. Without decisive action, these natural resources may disappear entirely.

"Areas such as Freedom Beach are vital watershed forests and invaluable national resources. Their use must comply with the law and principles of fairness, so these resources remain protected,'' he said.
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									People's Party rejects ethics breach arguments								

								Proposing legal reforms is a core duty of MPs, party says ahead of posible Supreme Court case
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																The People's Party (PP) insists it has a right to propose laws, even if they turn out to be unpopular.
The party, under attack for supporting reform of the lese majeste law changes, says proposing legal amendments is a core duty of MPs, insisting efforts to amend Section 112 of the Criminal Code, as the law is also known, should not be treated as an ethical violation.

Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut, a party-list MP and party leader, was commenting following the National Anti-Corruption Commission's decision to petition the Supreme Court in a case involving 44 former MPs of the now-dissolved Move Forward Party over their joint proposal to amend Section 112, or the lese majeste law.

He said submitting legislative amendments is a fundamental power of elected representatives and a key mechanism of parliamentary work. "Regardless of whether people agree with the content of a bill, performing our duty by proposing legal amendments should not lead to prosecution for a serious ethical violation," he said.

Mr Natthaphong also described the development as a sign that "entrenched elites" were willing to use state mechanisms to preserve their power and interests through what he called "lawfare".

Meanwhile, Parit Wacharasindhu, a party-list MP and PP spokesman, said the party was ready to "fight to the end" at every stage of the legal process. "The most worrying aspect of this case is not the future or fate of the People's Party, but the future of the political system and democracy if members of parliament are forced to fear carrying out their legislative duties," he said.

Mr Parit said that if the Supreme Court accepts the case, the defendants could be ordered to suspend their duties unless the court rules otherwise.

He added Wayo Assawarungruang, a party-list MP and deputy leader for legal affairs, has prepared legal arguments to oppose any such suspension.

He warned against prematurely assuming the 44 MPs would be disqualified, saying no ruling has been made and that the case could take some time to conclude. Piyabutr Saengkanokkul, secretary-general of the Progressive Movement, said the 44 MPs had demonstrated the proper conduct expected of lawmakers. He said the legal actions were forms of "lawfare" used to deter politicians from pursuing such reforms.
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									Governors can declare disaster sites								
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																Provincial governors have the authority to declare their provinces disaster zones amid rising levels of air pollution, says Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul.
Mr Anutin, who is also interior minister, said the ministry's permanent secretary had travelled to affected areas on Wednesday afternoon, following a visit on Tuesday by Suchart Chomklin, minister of natural resources and environment, and officials from the Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation (DDPM), who will remain in the areas until the situation subsides. The Pollution Control Department (PCD) says 31 provinces across the country are experiencing hazardous PM2.5 levels.

The highest pollution levels were recorded in two locations. In tambon Wiang Tai of Pai district, Mae Hong Son, PM2.5 reached 293.1 microgrammes per cubic metre (mg/m3), while in Chiang Mai, levels in tambon Muang Na of Chiang Dao district stood at 286 mg/m3 as of 7am on Wednesday.

Chiang Mai governor Rattapon Naradisorn has declared six districts disaster zones -- Hot, Samoeng, Chiang Dao, Doi Saket, Mae Taeng and Mae Wang -- following worsening wildfires reported over the past week.

Mr Rattapon said the number of hotspots was 1,020 on Sunday before dropping to 355 on Monday, with most wildfires detected in the morning and at night. Hotspots tend to decrease in the afternoon when firefighters can access affected areas, he said.

This has led to a shift in the operational plan, focusing on patrols that align with peak incident periods. District chiefs have been instructed to coordinate with village heads.
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									Commercial EVs picked to propel Thai boom								

								Oil prices likely to motivate buyers
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																Thailand's battery electric vehicle (BEV) market is expected to gain significant momentum this year, with sales projected to surpass 120,000 units partially due to soaring oil prices, says the Electric Vehicle Association of Thailand (EVAT).
On March 25, domestic oil prices spiked by 6 baht per litre following heightened tensions in the Middle East conflict.

Domestic fuel prices remain volatile and could climb higher, said Suroj Sangsanit, president of EVAT.

"Passenger car BEVs and electric commercial vehicles such as trucks, vans and pickups will be the main drivers of growth this year," he said.

EVAT is monitoring consumer interest at the 47th Bangkok International Motor Show, which runs from March 25 to April 5.

According to the Federation of Thai Industries, domestic BEV sales surged 80% last year to 120,301 units.

While rising oil prices may discourage purchases of internal combustion engine (ICE) cars, Mercedes-Benz Thailand chief executive Christian Schell cautioned that the shift to BEVs may not be dramatic as Thai consumers have options such as hybrid and plug-in hybrid vehicles, which continue to rely on oil.

China's BEV brands are expanding aggressively in Thailand, attracted by government incentives under the EV 3.0 and EV 3.5 schemes, which provide tax cuts and subsidies to manufacturers.

EVAT believes 2026 will be a breakthrough year for commercial BEVs as logistics firms, transport operators and government agencies look to reduce fuel costs.

Industries such as cement and consumer goods are already exploring a transition from diesel to electric fleets.

Chen Bing, chief executive of China Trucks (Thailand) Co, the distributor of EVs under the Dongfeng brand, announced the launch of its heavy-duty Tractor Head KL6x4, marking the brand's entry into Thailand's commercial EV market.

Dongfeng plans to sell 100 units this year, rising to 300 units next year.

The company is considering building a manufacturing plant in Thailand and investing in EV truck charging stations, while seeking local partners for joint ventures, said Mr Chen.

Talks are ongoing with Siam City Cement Plc, which is evaluating a purchase of 200 heavy-duty trucks.

Drivers are test-driving Dongfeng's vehicles for three months before making a final decision.

"Thailand is a major market for China's BEVs in Southeast Asia, supported by the government's carbon neutrality policy," he said.

"These factors make Thailand highly attractive to new investors looking to expand their businesses."
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									Fairer oil pricing vowed								

								Energy minister eyes refinery margin
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																Energy Minister Akanat Promphan has pledged to overhaul the country's refinery margin mechanism to ensure fairer pricing for consumers.
[image: ]


The newly appointed minister said he had discussed with the premier possible solutions to the energy crisis and confirmed the changes in policy direction after he fully assumes his duties.

One of the priorities is addressing refinery margins, which rose sharply from an average of 2-3 baht to as high as 7-13 baht per litre, he said, noting the increase was excessive and during a time of crisis.

Mr Akanat proposed setting a ceiling and reviewing the mechanism to ensure fairness, arguing that while refiners should be allowed to make profits, these must remain at reasonable levels.

He said refiners should be supported if margins fall below normal levels, stressing the need to strike a balance between business sustainability and consumer protection.

"If the margin can be reduced, the benefit should go directly to consumers through lower fuel prices. The issue must be tackled decisively," he said.

Refinery margin is the gap between crude oil prices and refined fuel prices. It reflects costs from the refining process, such as operations, insurance and transport.

Refineries then set their selling prices based on Singapore's benchmark, known as the Mean of Platts Singapore (MOPS), which is widely used in Asia. Critics say that when crude prices rise quickly, this gap widens, allowing refineries to earn higher profits.

In the long term, Mr Akanat said a national strategic oil reserve should be established to replace the current system where private operators hold reserves to strengthen energy security during crises.

He also warned those who stockpile fuel for speculative gain, saying oil prices do not move in one direction and that policy changes could lead to price corrections.

On recent shortages of fuel supply in several provinces despite data showing sufficient reserves and refining capacity exceeding domestic demand, he said the matter has raised questions about the transparency of the distribution system.

Mr Akanat said the ministry would look into major wholesale distributors and oil traders for signs of hoarding.

He said one weakness in the energy sector is the lack of detailed data, and stressed the need for transparent and timely information to allow better monitoring and prevent hoarding.

Current reporting provides only monthly reserve figures and no information about how fuel moves from refineries to storage to distributors and to petrol stations, he said.

"Surprisingly, the long-established Department of Energy Business holds so little data. There should be two clear datasets -- input volumes and refining output -- so any discrepancies can be identified," he said.

Mr Akanat admitted transparency is critical in managing crises to avoid confusion and panic when discussing the oil price increases, which were abruptly announced on the night of March 26.

Meanwhile, Democrat list-MP Korn Chatikavanij questioned the sharp rise in the refinery margin, saying it remained unusually high even after factoring in crude premium costs.

He noted that margins averaged about 2 baht per litre before the crisis but on a day when fuel rose 1.80 baht, March's average refining margin climbed to 6.99 baht, implying a peak of 17.06 baht on March 30. "Can this still be considered reasonable profit?" he asked.

Chris Potranandana, list-MP of the Economy Party, called on the government to consider allowing imports of crude and refined oil from multiple sources including Russia, Iran and Malaysia.

He said this would increase supply and could reduce fuel prices by 7-10 baht per litre.

He also proposed a cut in excise tax on oil that could lower prices by about 7 baht per litre and a temporary VAT exemption that could further reduce prices by 2 baht per litre.
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																The Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) has intensified enforcement in the high-profile accounting scandal of Stark Corp, filing a criminal complaint and imposing a six-year ban on an auditor from Deloitte for serious professional misconduct.
The regulator filed a complaint with the Department of Special Investigation (DSI) against Nantawat Sumraunhant, a capital market auditor affiliated with Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Jaiyos Audit Co Ltd, citing severe violations of auditing standards.

According to the SEC, Mr Nantawat failed to comply with auditing standards in a material and systemic manner during his audit of Stark and its subsidiaries.

These failures were deemed to have facilitated financial fraud and the manipulation of financial statements, the regulator noted.

The SEC revoked his capital market auditor licence and imposed a six-year ban, effective yesterday, during which any application for reinstatement will not be considered.

In July 2023, the regulator filed complaints with the DSI against Stark and 10 former directors and executives over alleged falsification of accounting records between 2021 and 2022.

Authorities found the company and its subsidiaries recorded false statements in financial documents, misled investors through bond offering filings and prospectuses, and concealed material facts in disclosure documents.

"The conduct was classified as fraudulent and deceptive, resulting in financial damage to investors," said the SEC statement.

The SEC's review of Mr Nantawat's auditing work covering financial statements from 2019 to 2021 identified critical deficiencies across several areas, including audit planning, risk assessment, analytical procedures, and audit opinion formulation.

Notably, the auditor failed to obtain sufficient and appropriate audit evidence for key accounts such as trade receivables, inventory, and revenue and cost of services. These shortcomings undermined the reliability of Stark's financial reporting.

FOLLOWING THE PROCESS

From a criminal perspective, the SEC determined that Mr Nantawat's actions contributed to enabling fraudulent activities and financial statement manipulation at Stark.

As a result, the regulator filed charges under the Securities and Exchange Act, referring the case to the DSI for further investigation and potential prosecution.

From an administrative standpoint, the SEC concluded the misconduct constituted a severe breach of auditing standards, warranting the revocation of his capital market auditor licence.

The enforcement automatically disqualifies Mr Nantawat from serving as an approved auditor, reinforcing the regulator's zero-tolerance stance on professional negligence.

"Filing the complaint marks the beginning of the criminal justice process. Determinations of guilt will depend on investigations by authorities, prosecutorial decisions, and ultimately the judgement of the courts," noted the SEC.

The regulator reaffirmed its commitment to monitor the case and cooperate fully with relevant agencies to ensure effective enforcement of capital market laws.

In response to a Bangkok Post request, Deloitte previously stated it was awaiting the court's decision on the case. During the legal proceedings, the auditor remains an employee of the firm but has been "placed on inactive status".

The SEC said the case underscores its aggressive enforcement approach in restoring confidence in Thailand's capital markets following one of the country's most significant corporate scandals.

By taking decisive action against audit failures and financial misconduct, regulators aim to reinforce transparency, accountability and investor protection, key pillars for rebuilding trust and ensuring long-term market stability, noted the statement.
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																Northern tourism operators expect a poor showing during the Songkran holiday as the region remains choked by smog, amid weak spending attributed to the war in the Middle East and the subsequent oil shock.
This week Chiang Mai ranked as the most polluted city in the world, while other northern provinces such as Mae Hong Son continue to suffer from smog caused by wildfires.

Punlop Saejew, vice-president of the Chiang Mai Chamber of Commerce, said forward bookings for the province have been very slow and the Songkran holiday might not be as robust as last year.

Concerns about smog and rising oil prices are influencing tourists' decisions, he said.

Many Thais, foreign visitors and expatriates may choose seaside destinations instead, leaving only locals in the North or business operators who need to visit the city, said Mr Punlop.

Regarding tour groups, travel agents planned months in advance to sell fewer packages during this period based on predictions of seasonal smog.

The occupancy rate in Chiang Mai has hovered at 30-40% after the smog emerged, he said.

Operators are reluctant to increase their room prices and service fees despite rising costs and might have to scale down their operations to trim expenses, said Mr Punlop.

The smog this year is mainly caused by wildfires and cross-border fires, he noted.

With a new cabinet formed, Mr Punlop said the government should accelerate passage of the Clean Air Act, which was being read in the Senate last year when parliament was dissolved.

The law makes polluters take more responsibility and incentivises those who reduce carbon emissions.

He said authorities in the northern provinces must collaborate in order to address smog issues, as a fire occurring in one province can impact the air quality in another.

Chaivit Summachewawat, vice-president of the Pai Tourism Business Association, said smog has affected tourism in Mae Hong Son as Thai and foreign visitors continue to cancel their bookings.

During the Songkran holiday, foreign visitors from certain countries, particularly the top markets for Pai such as the UK and Israel, may pivot to Phuket or Samui, he said.

The association and local authorities are cooperating to reduce hot spots and plan suitable burning periods, resulting in less pollution peaks in recent years, said Mr Chaivit.

Burning combined with cool weather this week caused smog to blanket the city.

He urged authorities to react quickly by curbing burning.

The government should also implement measures to prop up tourism for the remainder of the year, easing persistent low purchasing power and rising operational costs, said Mr Chaivit.
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									Finance minister expects fuel price relief soon								

								Government working quickly to identify 'unnecessary' costs in fuel pricing system
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																The Thai government is preparing to cut domestic fuel prices by targeting what it describes as "unnecessary" cost components in the national pricing structure.
The Ministry of  Energy will  recalculate oil refining and marketing costs by  Monday, which should lead to lower energy  prices quickly, Finance Minister Ekniti  Nitithanprapas said on Thursday.

He made the statement hours after diesel prices rose by another 3.50 baht a litre to 44.24 baht at service stations across Thailand. Petrol prices were increased by 1.20 baht for most grades.

Refining-related calculations [?]may be too high under present conditions, and therefore pump prices for consumers should be lower, said Mr Ekniti, who heads a new committee set up to review fuel cost [?]structures and  pricing.

The committee has concluded that both refinery margins and marketing margins should be revised downward. He said current pricing no longer reflects prevailing market conditions and includes distortions carried over from earlier periods of volatility.

The committee had been given 15 days by Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul to complete its review, but it is accelerating its work in order to present initial findings to the cabinet by Monday.

Refinery representatives have been involved in the talks with senior policymakers. The review also covers the criteria for calculating wholesale and retail fuel prices under the fuel trade law.

Looking at marketing margins, officials acknowledged fluctuations driven by the spread between wholesale and retail prices. While these margins can vary daily, the average since the start of the year is 1.95 baht per litre, below the previously studied benchmark of 2.45 baht, which includes operating costs such as rent, utilities and staffing at service stations.

Refining margins have been more controversial but are often misunderstood, leading to critics of the industry claiming that refiners' profits have tripled since the Middle East war began.

Prasert Sinsukprasert, the permanent secretary for the Ministry of Energy, emphasised that refinery margins, currently reported at 13-14 baht per litre, should not be interpreted as pure profit.

Rather, they represent the differential between crude and refined product prices, incorporating elevated input costs and premiums during periods of supply disruption. Historical data suggest an average margin closer to 2.45 baht per litre under normal conditions.

The Petroleum and Energy Institute of Thailand last week denied that refineries are making windfall profits, saying the headline numbers quoted by politicians do not represent profit margins, as many other factors are involved.

 In any case, Mr Ekniti said, the [?]government wants to verify the real "war premium" and other [?]extra costs, such as freight and insurance, to determine the true cost burden on refiners.

Diesel prices in Thailand have risen nearly 50% since Feb 28, the day Israel and the United States started bombing Iran, leading to a global energy crisis.

The Oil Fuel Fund has run up a deficit of 47 billion baht subsidising fuel prices. It is reportedly seeking to have the Ministry of Finance guarantee loans of up to 150 billion baht to stabilise its finances.


	Related: Fuel crisis contingency plans announced
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																Supersports, a subsidiary of SET-listed Central Retail Corporation Plc (CRC), plans to open two new stores this year and renovate 10 outlets.
Despite economic uncertainty, the company remains committed to investment, allocating more than 200 million baht for new store openings and renovations, said Alexandre Hammel, president of CRC Sports, the operator of Supersports.

The company plans to open a store at Central Khon Kaen Campus in Khon Kaen in May and another at Central Northville in Nonthaburi in July.

CRC Sports expects to renovate 10 stores using the "Store 3.0" model by year-end.

The Store 3.0 model integrates digital technology with interactive experiences to enhance the customer journey, according to the company.

The model features specialised product testing zones, foot analysis services and expert consultations.

The store aims to bring together global sports brands, activity zones and community spaces, offering more than just shopping, said Mr Hammel.

Len Lertsumitkul, head of strategy and business excellence at CRC Sports, outlined the strategies for 2026, including accelerating the nationwide transformation to the Store 3.0 concept.

In addition, brand expansion aims to broaden the company's portfolio with global and emerging brands across both performance and lifestyle segments, he said.

The company has secured full management rights for leading brands such as Head (tennis, pickleball and padel) and Fila (sports and lifestyle).

CRC Sports also plans to launch new licensed football club products to energise sports fans, said Mr Len.

Supersports is keen to develop private-label products across categories, offering premium-quality items at accessible prices, expanding from its strengths in running, football and exercise into watersports, outdoor and kids' categories, he said.

Regarding the ongoing conflict in the Middle East, Mr Len said the company is monitoring the situation. The products on shelves were contracted last year, and the impact is likely to become clearer next year, he noted.

Mr Hammel said the company is experiencing only a minimal impact on the supply chain, mainly in supplier delivery delays.
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																Scoot, the low-cost subsidiary of Singapore Airlines, continues to register strong air travel demand from regions unaffected by the Gulf war across seven destinations in Thailand and plans to expand into secondary regional cities, supported by the delivery of nine Embraer E190-E2 aircraft.
Lee Yong Sin, vice-president for pricing, ancillaries and sales at Scoot, said inbound passenger numbers on routes to Thailand, served by more than 120 weekly flights, rose 15% in the fiscal year ending March 2026.

He said outbound demand from Thailand also grew by 10% over the past 12 months.

Scoot is monitoring the war in the Middle East, with only the Jeddah route suspended until April 16 due to safety concerns.

Mr Lee said there has been no significant impact on overall demand or forward bookings from unaffected regions, such as Southeast Asia, North Asia and Australia, although fares have been partially adjusted to reflect rising fuel costs.

He said Scoot adopted the same fuel hedging policy as its parent, Singapore Airlines, with coverage of roughly 47% between January and March.

Regarding Songkran bookings this month, Mr Lee said the airline expects average load factors in the high-80% to low-90% range, as booking windows have shortened to 1-2 weeks before the holiday.

"Bookings remain strong and we are cautiously optimistic. However, we must remain price-com- petitive with other low-cost carriers and adjust according to demand," he said.

Scoot operates a fleet of 60 aircraft across three types: Boeing 787 wide-bodies, Airbus A320 narrow-bodies and Embraer E190-E2 jets, which seat 112 passengers.

Mr Lee said the E190-E2 enables the airline to serve second or third-tier cities with capacity better matched to demand, including its latest direct route from Singapore to Chiang Rai, launched on Jan 1 with five weekly flights, as well as fitting airports with short runways such as Samui.

The airline wants to maintain its focus on Southeast Asia, where it serves seven destinations in Thailand, 15 in Indonesia, 12 in Malaysia and five in the Philippines.

Immediate expansion of long-haul European routes is unlikely, as its 24 wide-body aircraft are fully deployed, he said. Before the war, load factors to Vienna and Athens were already around 90%, and while demand has increased, high utilisation limits capacity growth.

Any expansion of the wide-body fleet would depend on additional acquisitions by Singapore Airlines Group, Mr Lee said.

Aircraft supply remains constrained, with delivery timelines of up to five years, he noted.

In Thailand, Scoot's customers are mainly aged 25 to 45 and tech-savvy, with 50% of bookings made through the airline's website or mobile app, said Mr Lee.
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									Commercial EVs picked to propel Thai boom								

								Oil prices likely to motivate buyers
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																Thailand's battery electric vehicle (BEV) market is expected to gain significant momentum this year, with sales projected to surpass 120,000 units partially due to soaring oil prices, says the Electric Vehicle Association of Thailand (EVAT).
On March 25, domestic oil prices spiked by 6 baht per litre following heightened tensions in the Middle East conflict.

Domestic fuel prices remain volatile and could climb higher, said Suroj Sangsanit, president of EVAT.

"Passenger car BEVs and electric commercial vehicles such as trucks, vans and pickups will be the main drivers of growth this year," he said.

EVAT is monitoring consumer interest at the 47th Bangkok International Motor Show, which runs from March 25 to April 5.

According to the Federation of Thai Industries, domestic BEV sales surged 80% last year to 120,301 units.

While rising oil prices may discourage purchases of internal combustion engine (ICE) cars, Mercedes-Benz Thailand chief executive Christian Schell cautioned that the shift to BEVs may not be dramatic as Thai consumers have options such as hybrid and plug-in hybrid vehicles, which continue to rely on oil.

China's BEV brands are expanding aggressively in Thailand, attracted by government incentives under the EV 3.0 and EV 3.5 schemes, which provide tax cuts and subsidies to manufacturers.

EVAT believes 2026 will be a breakthrough year for commercial BEVs as logistics firms, transport operators and government agencies look to reduce fuel costs.

Industries such as cement and consumer goods are already exploring a transition from diesel to electric fleets.

Chen Bing, chief executive of China Trucks (Thailand) Co, the distributor of EVs under the Dongfeng brand, announced the launch of its heavy-duty Tractor Head KL6x4, marking the brand's entry into Thailand's commercial EV market.

Dongfeng plans to sell 100 units this year, rising to 300 units next year.

The company is considering building a manufacturing plant in Thailand and investing in EV truck charging stations, while seeking local partners for joint ventures, said Mr Chen.

Talks are ongoing with Siam City Cement Plc, which is evaluating a purchase of 200 heavy-duty trucks.

Drivers are test-driving Dongfeng's vehicles for three months before making a final decision.

"Thailand is a major market for China's BEVs in Southeast Asia, supported by the government's carbon neutrality policy," he said.

"These factors make Thailand highly attractive to new investors looking to expand their businesses."
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																The Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) has intensified enforcement in the high-profile accounting scandal of Stark Corp, filing a criminal complaint and imposing a six-year ban on an auditor from Deloitte for serious professional misconduct.
The regulator filed a complaint with the Department of Special Investigation (DSI) against Nantawat Sumraunhant, a capital market auditor affiliated with Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Jaiyos Audit Co Ltd, citing severe violations of auditing standards.

According to the SEC, Mr Nantawat failed to comply with auditing standards in a material and systemic manner during his audit of Stark and its subsidiaries.

These failures were deemed to have facilitated financial fraud and the manipulation of financial statements, the regulator noted.

The SEC revoked his capital market auditor licence and imposed a six-year ban, effective yesterday, during which any application for reinstatement will not be considered.

In July 2023, the regulator filed complaints with the DSI against Stark and 10 former directors and executives over alleged falsification of accounting records between 2021 and 2022.

Authorities found the company and its subsidiaries recorded false statements in financial documents, misled investors through bond offering filings and prospectuses, and concealed material facts in disclosure documents.

"The conduct was classified as fraudulent and deceptive, resulting in financial damage to investors," said the SEC statement.

The SEC's review of Mr Nantawat's auditing work covering financial statements from 2019 to 2021 identified critical deficiencies across several areas, including audit planning, risk assessment, analytical procedures, and audit opinion formulation.

Notably, the auditor failed to obtain sufficient and appropriate audit evidence for key accounts such as trade receivables, inventory, and revenue and cost of services. These shortcomings undermined the reliability of Stark's financial reporting.

FOLLOWING THE PROCESS

From a criminal perspective, the SEC determined that Mr Nantawat's actions contributed to enabling fraudulent activities and financial statement manipulation at Stark.

As a result, the regulator filed charges under the Securities and Exchange Act, referring the case to the DSI for further investigation and potential prosecution.

From an administrative standpoint, the SEC concluded the misconduct constituted a severe breach of auditing standards, warranting the revocation of his capital market auditor licence.

The enforcement automatically disqualifies Mr Nantawat from serving as an approved auditor, reinforcing the regulator's zero-tolerance stance on professional negligence.

"Filing the complaint marks the beginning of the criminal justice process. Determinations of guilt will depend on investigations by authorities, prosecutorial decisions, and ultimately the judgement of the courts," noted the SEC.

The regulator reaffirmed its commitment to monitor the case and cooperate fully with relevant agencies to ensure effective enforcement of capital market laws.

In response to a Bangkok Post request, Deloitte previously stated it was awaiting the court's decision on the case. During the legal proceedings, the auditor remains an employee of the firm but has been "placed on inactive status".

The SEC said the case underscores its aggressive enforcement approach in restoring confidence in Thailand's capital markets following one of the country's most significant corporate scandals.

By taking decisive action against audit failures and financial misconduct, regulators aim to reinforce transparency, accountability and investor protection, key pillars for rebuilding trust and ensuring long-term market stability, noted the statement.
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																Northern tourism operators expect a poor showing during the Songkran holiday as the region remains choked by smog, amid weak spending attributed to the war in the Middle East and the subsequent oil shock.
This week Chiang Mai ranked as the most polluted city in the world, while other northern provinces such as Mae Hong Son continue to suffer from smog caused by wildfires.

Punlop Saejew, vice-president of the Chiang Mai Chamber of Commerce, said forward bookings for the province have been very slow and the Songkran holiday might not be as robust as last year.

Concerns about smog and rising oil prices are influencing tourists' decisions, he said.

Many Thais, foreign visitors and expatriates may choose seaside destinations instead, leaving only locals in the North or business operators who need to visit the city, said Mr Punlop.

Regarding tour groups, travel agents planned months in advance to sell fewer packages during this period based on predictions of seasonal smog.

The occupancy rate in Chiang Mai has hovered at 30-40% after the smog emerged, he said.

Operators are reluctant to increase their room prices and service fees despite rising costs and might have to scale down their operations to trim expenses, said Mr Punlop.

The smog this year is mainly caused by wildfires and cross-border fires, he noted.

With a new cabinet formed, Mr Punlop said the government should accelerate passage of the Clean Air Act, which was being read in the Senate last year when parliament was dissolved.

The law makes polluters take more responsibility and incentivises those who reduce carbon emissions.

He said authorities in the northern provinces must collaborate in order to address smog issues, as a fire occurring in one province can impact the air quality in another.

Chaivit Summachewawat, vice-president of the Pai Tourism Business Association, said smog has affected tourism in Mae Hong Son as Thai and foreign visitors continue to cancel their bookings.

During the Songkran holiday, foreign visitors from certain countries, particularly the top markets for Pai such as the UK and Israel, may pivot to Phuket or Samui, he said.

The association and local authorities are cooperating to reduce hot spots and plan suitable burning periods, resulting in less pollution peaks in recent years, said Mr Chaivit.

Burning combined with cool weather this week caused smog to blanket the city.

He urged authorities to react quickly by curbing burning.

The government should also implement measures to prop up tourism for the remainder of the year, easing persistent low purchasing power and rising operational costs, said Mr Chaivit.
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																The Joint Standing Committee on Commerce, Industry and Banking (JSCCIB) has lowered its Thai GDP growth forecast to a range of 1.2-1.6%, citing the ongoing energy crisis triggered by war in the Middle East. The previous projection was 1.6-2.0%.
Kriengkrai Thiennukul, chairman of the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) who chaired the JSCCIB meeting on Wednesday, warned that prolonged conflict could push global crude oil prices even higher, worsening Thailand's economic slowdown and raising living costs.

The outlook for exports is bleak, he noted, with a contraction of 0.5-1.5% expected. Inflation in 2026 was revised to 2-3%, compared with a previous estimate of 0.2-0.7%.

The committee urged the government to take immediate steps to manage energy prices and provide relief for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and vulnerable households.

The FTI is also calling on the government to implement urgent measures, including a possible excise tax reduction on fuel to help SMEs cope with escalating operating costs driven by surging global crude oil prices.

Mr Kriengkrai said earlier SMEs, which account for 80-90% of Thailand's economy, are struggling under the weight of higher transport, logistics and manufacturing costs.

The FTI wants the government to consider reducing the excise tax to lower retail fuel prices, curb inflation, and protect consumer purchasing power.

He noted that Japan and India recently reduced excise taxes on oil to mitigate the impact of the energy shock.

The JSCCIB also called for a faster transition to renewable energy, stressing that solar power could play a vital role in reducing dependence on imported oil and gas.

Mr Kriengkrai voiced support for the Energy Ministry's draft of the 2026 Power Development Plan, saying it should not only guide national electricity supply, but also enhance Thailand's competitiveness.

According to energy analysts and executives, the plan is expected to accelerate renewable projects and introduce nuclear power, aligning with Thailand's pledge to cut greenhouse gas emissions, reaffirmed at the UN climate summit in Brazil last year.

"Thailand must reduce its heavy reliance on imported fuels from the Middle East," Mr Kriengkrai said.

"The government should promote renewable energy and domestic biofuels to secure the country's energy future."
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3228860/business-leaders-slash-thai-growth-forecast



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									SpaceX files to go public, paving way for record stock offering								

															

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: Elon Musk's SpaceX has ambitions including solar-powered, satellite-based data centers to run AI models]
											
																							
													Elon Musk's SpaceX has ambitions including solar-powered, satellite-based data centers to run AI models												

																					

									

																NEW YORK - Elon Musk's SpaceX has filed papers with US regulators that set the stage for what could be the largest-ever public stock offering, a source familiar with the matter told AFP on Wednesday.
The confidential filing puts the rocket and satellite builder on track to list its shares on a public exchange by July, according to The Wall Street Journal, citing unidentified sources.

Media reports have said the initial public offering could be valued at a whopping $75 billion or more, for a venture with stratospheric ambitions.

The IPO looks set to blow past a record from 2019, when the oil group Saudi Aramco raised $25.6 billion.

SpaceX did not respond to a request for comment, and officials at the Securities and Exchange Commission declined to comment.

If successful, SpaceX could arrive on Wall Street with a valuation exceeding $1.75 trillion, putting it among the world's ten biggest companies by market capitalization.

After its acquisition of xAI in early February, SpaceX was valued at $1.25 trillion.

Analysts have said that taking SpaceX public will require it and Musk to maintain greater transparency, particularly about its revenues.

It could also expose the company to investor pressure to focus on profits instead of long-term investments -- such as Musk's plan to build a rocket for sending people to Mars.

- 'Enamored' investors -

When the documents are released, SpaceX's IPO filing will likely reveal details about its operations, including its satellite and rocket manufacturing, alongside its xAI artificial intelligence arm.

Given that investors appear "enamored" with Musk's space and artificial intelligence ambitions, SpaceX could "probably get away with listing in a less exuberant market than some other companies might," said Steve Sosnick of Interactive Brokers.

Matthew Kennedy, a senior strategist at Renaissance Capital, said he had little worries that SpaceX would be able to raise such a massive amount of capital, even as markets are roiled by the ongoing war in the Middle East.

"US markets are some of the largest, most robust fundraising in the world, and this is a unique company that has captured the imagination of a lot of investors," Kennedy said.

He also noted investor enthusiasm in potential advancements on space exploration and in AI, alongside the cash to be made in the telecoms sector.

Besides SpaceX, two other tech heavyweights, the AI developers OpenAI and Anthropic, are reportedly planning IPOs this year.

SpaceX, which dominates the space launching market with its reusable rockets, is owned by Musk alongside several investment funds and tech companies including Google's parent Alphabet.

The company's rockets vastly reduce the cost of putting satellites into orbit. SpaceX is also the owner of the Starlink satellite constellation.

In February, Musk announced that SpaceX would take over his artificial intelligence outfit xAI, a step in the billionaire's plan to use SpaceX's rockets to launch solar-powered, satellite-based data centers to run future AI models.
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																True Shopping, operated by True GS, announced the closure of its home shopping business on April 1 after more than 14 years of operation, citing intensifying competition in the retail and e-commerce sectors.
True GS is a joint venture between four companies: TrueVisions, GS Home Shopping of South Korea, CP All and The Mall Group.

The company offered products across multiple platforms, including TV, online, satellite and terrestrial digital TV, pay TV, and social media networks.

The decision to cease operations reflects significant market shifts, particularly the rapid consumer transition to digital platforms, as well as intensifying competition within the retail and e-commerce sectors, said True GS.

The company emphasised its commitment to treating all stakeholders, including business partners and employees, fairly and responsibly.

For vendors with outstanding receivables related to unsold or remaining inventory, True GS confirmed that all debts will be settled in full.

Formal notifications outlining the settlement process have already been distributed to all partners to ensure transparency and equal treatment. Vendors are expected to receive full payment by the end of this month.

The company has also provided a contact channel for partners who may not have received the notification or who require further clarification.

True GS said that appropriate support measures are being implemented for employees to assist them during the transition and enable them to pursue new career opportunities.

An e-commerce industry source who requested anonymity said that the rapid rise of e-commerce and social commerce platforms such as Shopee, Lazada and TikTok has eroded the competitiveness of the traditional TV retail sector.

Consumers are increasingly drawn to platforms offering real-time interaction, faster delivery, a wider product selection and aggressive pricing strategies, the source noted.

The closure of True GS reflects a broader global trend in which home shopping operators are struggling to remain relevant as audiences migrate from TV to digital and mobile platforms, the source added, noting that even established players have been forced to adapt their strategies to keep pace with changing consumption patterns.
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																Banks and car buyers are increasingly shifting towards battery electric vehicles (BEVs) as surging oil prices, fuelled by Middle East tensions, reshape Thailand's auto market, says Ford Thailand.
The trend reflects both consumer anxiety over fuel shortages and financial institutions' growing confidence in electric mobility.

Auto loan approvals for BEVs have risen by 10%, while loans for internal combustion engine cars have dropped sharply by 25-30% since the outbreak of the Israel-US conflict with Iran on Feb 28, said Ratthakarn Jutasen, managing director of Ford Thailand.

He said panic over soaring fuel costs and fears of shortages have led to long queues at petrol stations.

"Customers who were planning to buy oil-fuelled cars are now shifting to BEVs because they want to avoid the uncertainty surrounding oil supply," he said at the Bangkok International Motor Show 2026, which runs from March 25 to April 5.

The motor show features 45 automotive brands and has already recorded strong bookings in its first week, with 41,778 units reserved.

Much of the enthusiasm has centred on electric models, underscoring the growing appeal of EVs in the domestic market.

The war has had ripple effects beyond consumer behaviour, as Iran's blockade of the Strait of Hormuz, one of the world's busiest oil shipping routes, has disrupted crude oil transport, driving global prices higher.

Ford, which exports pickups and auto parts to the Middle East, has been forced to switch some shipments from sea freight to air cargo to mitigate risks.

Despite these challenges, Ford Thailand has not yet experienced a shortage of auto parts, thanks to stockpiling before the conflict began.

Thailand's pickup segment, once the backbone of the domestic auto market, has been shrinking for three consecutive years. Stricter lending criteria from banks and financing firms have contributed to the decline.

In 2025, pickups represented 23.5% of total vehicle sales in the country, down from the 40-50% share they commanded when annual sales reached 900,000 units, said Mr Ratthakarn.

Ford forecasts pickup sales to fall to around 140,000 units this year, or 23% of the market, while pickup passenger vehicles will account for 40,000 units, about 7% of sales.

The company has set a target of 18,000 vehicles for 2026, driven by models such as the Ford Everest, Ford Ranger and Ranger Super Duty, alongside strong after-sales services.

Meanwhile, the Electric Vehicle Association of Thailand (EVAT) is urging the government to accelerate the development of EV infrastructure in response to the energy crisis.

EVAT president Suroj Sangsanit said electric mobility is not only a technological advancement but also a strategic measure to reduce Thailand's dependence on oil.

EVAT has proposed five measures, including expanding EV adoption among state agencies, building more charging facilities nationwide, developing an application to locate available charging stations, studying the implementation of a carbon tax to encourage clean energy use, and strengthening consumer confidence in after-sales services, spare parts availability and charging reliability.
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									The fatal flaw of AI-driven business models								

															

																Hundreds of billions of dollars are riding on the assumption that artificial intelligence will be reliable enough for high-stakes work. New research suggests it may never be. The AI tools that power ChatGPT and its rivals -- known as large language models, or LLMs -- are a genuine productivity-enhancing innovation. But they have serious shortcomings, most notably, their tendency to hallucinate, or make things up.
New research on this widely studied phenomenon indicates that hallucinations occur far more often than most people realise, and the issue gets worse the more information you give the AI model to work with.

JV Roig, an expert in agentic AI at the start-up Kamiwaza AI, tested different LLMs in a controlled environment. He gave each model input text of 32,000, 128,000 or -- when possible -- 200,000 words. Then he asked the models to answer questions about these texts.

At 32,000 words, the best-performing model -- China's Zhipu AI's GLM 4.5 -- hallucinated just 1.2% of the time. The average was 6.8%. When the input was pushed to 128,000 words, GLM 4.5's error rate rose to 3.2%, while the average jumped to 10%.

That is a meaningful error rate given the relatively limited input. For those models that allowed training texts of 200,000 words, hallucination rates skyrocketed. Of course, in the real world, LLMs aren't trained on a relatively limited set of words but effectively on the whole internet, which means hallucinations are likely an even bigger problem in reality than in this experiment.

But won't this issue simply be fixed as the technology improves? Current evidence suggests that might not be the case.

In December, a team from Tsinghua University in Beijing published a paper tracing hallucinations to a tiny fraction -- typically less than 0.1% of an LLM's neurons, the basic decision-making units that process information and pass signals forward, much like switches in an electrical circuit.

That's good news, right?

In an ideal world, one would simply identify the faulty neurons, remove them, and fix the problem. Alas, the study indicates this is impossible. The problematic neurons are formed during the model's initial training, not at a later stage during fine-tuning.

The authors of the study argue that these hallucinating neurons "originate from the inherent characteristics of the next-token prediction objective. This training paradigm does not distinguish between factually correct and incorrect continuations -- it merely rewards fluent text generation."

What all that jargon means is that LLMs are inherently probabilistic, not deterministic. They try to guess the answer that sounds best, not the objectively correct one. And that's not a problem to be fixed. It's fundamental to how these models work.

These findings should give investors and executives pause -- especially when it comes to throwing lots of money at LLMs and generative AI.

These models are offering "about right" results. But in many of the most sophisticated AI software applications, like accounting and law, "about right" is the same as wrong -- and could potentially expose the user to significant legal and financial risk.

Indeed, a March investigation by the New York Times found that LLMs asked to fill out US tax forms produced errors serious enough to constitute tax evasion, if not tax fraud, in an IRS audit. Business filings are far more complex. Any company using LLMs to fully replace professional accounting software could thus be taking on serious risk.

One could argue that these findings simply show that AI models will always require human oversight, which is something AI firms would probably agree with. But if too much checking and fixing is required, investors may need to rethink all those projections for massive efficiency gains.

Ultimately, when it comes to the vast majority of everyday business tasks where total reliability is not required, the available LLMs, including low-cost options like DeepSeek, Meta's Llama, GLM and Alibaba's Qwen, can work just fine.

That's good news for consumers but not necessarily for firms like Anthropic, OpenAI, and Alphabet that are behind pricier LLMs. If you can get what you need from a low-cost, or even free model, why pay up for an advanced option if you can't achieve the level of precision needed for more sophisticated tasks?

The conclusion from these studies should make AI bulls uncomfortable. The most lucrative applications for LLMs may remain out of reach, even as cheaper AI competition is emerging. For many AI business models, this is not just a technical problem, but potentially an existential one.

Joachim Klement is an investment strategist for Panmure Liberum.
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																Do readers prefer shock therapy or slow healing? This is not a health question, but an important economic one.
[image: ]


Put differently, do readers favour abrupt changes in economic policy or a more gradual approach? Specifically, I am asking which is preferable: shifting to a market-determined oil pricing scheme or adopting a stabilised domestic pricing scheme through government subsidies?

Do not be misled by the appealing phrase "market-determined". It is a sound concept when markets function properly -- that is, when supply and demand are not distorted.

However, when markets fail, non-classical economists such as John Maynard Keynes have argued for government intervention. As Keynes famously remarked, "In the long run, we are all dead."

The government appears to have chosen the market-determined option for Thailand. As a result, the diesel pump price as of April 1 stands at 40.74 baht per litre, a 36% increase from before the US-Israel-Iran conflict.

Without continued subsidies of about 22 baht per litre, the price would exceed 60 baht per litre -- a level the government itself has suggested may eventually be reached, given that the Oil Fuel Fund is more than 40 billion baht in deficit. At the current subsidy rate, the fund is losing around 1.5 billion baht per day.

The government will argue that it has no choice. However, Dr Chartchai contends that it does.

The government cites three main reasons. First, there is no certainty over when the US-Iran conflict will end, and even when it does, global oil prices may not return to pre-war levels. Therefore, it argues, such open-ended subsidies are unsustainable.

Second, the oil excise tax is a major source of state revenue. It is estimated to generate 578 billion baht -- roughly 20% of total government income. As such, only minor and temporary cuts -- for instance, one baht per litre for a month or two -- are feasible.

Third, the Oil Fuel Fund, the primary mechanism for subsidising retail oil prices, has exceeded its borrowing limit of 40 billion baht. It has already begun delaying reimbursements to oil refineries.

Further borrowing would require a government guarantee, which in turn would raise public debt.

Worse still, given tight liquidity conditions, there is no assurance that funds would be available at a reasonable cost.

Let me propose a way to raise funds if the government were to adopt the "slow healing" approach. The idea is to defer -- not cut -- 10% of the 2025/26 expenditure budget.

Under this approach, all expenditures would be paid 90% in cash and 10% accrued, for example, in the form of coupons. No budget items would be eliminated.

The total budget for the fiscal year is 3.8 trillion baht. With the first half already spent, 1.9 trillion baht remains. Deferring 10% of this amount would yield 190 billion baht, which could be on-lent to the Oil Fuel Fund to support domestic prices -- without competing with the private sector for financing. This is my concept of "slow healing".

Readers may ask what happens to those who require cash rather than coupons. These coupons, effectively government debt instruments, could be redeemed or used as collateral to obtain loans from participating financial institutions. In essence, the concept resembles a form of "stable coin".

Let me offer a real example of slow healing, as implemented by General Prayut Chan-o-cha's government during the Russia-Ukraine war to cushion the impact of rising oil prices. Please take a look at the attached table.

There are four important conclusions to be drawn from the table.

First, the subsidy scheme worked. Domestic diesel prices rose gradually, avoiding economic shock. While global oil prices increased by 77%, domestic diesel prices rose by only 17%. There were no long queues at petrol stations, nor any shortages. The gradual price adjustment did not encourage hoarding.

Second, the scheme imposed a significant financial burden on both the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand (EGAT), which absorbed rising electricity costs, and the Oil Fuel Fund, which subsidised retail oil prices. At its peak, the combined burden reached 250 billion baht. A 150-billion-baht government guarantee was extended to the fund.

Third, the entire 250 billion baht cost was eventually repaid over four years. EGAT recovered its costs, and the Oil Fuel Fund returned to surplus -- all without relying on taxpayer funding.

Fourth, and most importantly, inflation still rose to 7.86% despite the price stabilisation programme. This was driven by imported inflation and higher freight costs.

The baht depreciated by 19% due to a widening trade deficit caused by elevated energy imports. This is a critical point: without price stabilisation, inflation could easily have reached double digits, with severe consequences for the Thai economy.

Rising inflation would also push up interest rates, as the Bank of Thailand cannot tolerate deeply negative real rates without risking capital outflows. Has the government considered the financial market implications?

During the Russia-Ukraine war, the central bank raised policy rates by 2 percentage points in response to inflationary pressures.

Given these risks, why has the government opted for a floating price mechanism rather than subsidies? The answer is not preference, but constraint. It lacks the instruments -- or perhaps the imagination -- to manage domestic price pressures.

This situation echoes 1997, when the Bank of Thailand abandoned the fixed exchange rate regime. This was not because a flexible regime was theoretically superior, but because the central bank had exhausted its foreign reserves.

Today, the government faces a similar constraint: it simply lacks the financial capacity to stabilise domestic oil prices.

What I have presented here is conceptual; many details remain to be worked out. Nevertheless, the point is clear: many of Thailand's economic challenges -- not just oil pricing -- can be addressed with more creative thinking. Limiting ourselves to binary choices leads only to black-or-white solutions.

So I ask again: Dr Ekniti's shock therapy, or Dr Chartchai's slow healing? The choice is yours.
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																On Monday, Chiang Mai was ranked the world's most polluted major city, according to the Air Quality Index (AQI) compiled by a Swiss air-monitoring firm.
The severity of the pollution has reached such critical levels that the Chiang Mai municipality on Wednesday declared several areas as disaster zones after PM2.5 levels in districts such as Chiang Dao exceeded 300 microgrammes per cubic metre -- nearly 10 times higher than the safety standard prescribed by the government.

Needless to say, the choking air and widespread forest fires will have a severe impact on local businesses, particularly tourism. With the Songkran festival just over a week away, news of hazardous air quality is certain to deter both domestic and foreign tourists from travelling north to enjoy the celebrations.

The short-term blow to tourism is only one of many concerns. Gradually, Chiang Mai -- once a dream destination for urban Thais seeking a new home or students pursuing higher education -- has lost much of its charm because of persistent air pollution. The problem began nearly two decades ago and, despite occasional improvements in air quality and lower forest fire rates in some years, it has never truly gone away.

This raises a fundamental question: why does the problem persist?

Successive governments have promoted ambitious visions for Chiang Mai, portraying it as a hub for digital nomads, a centre of wellness tourism, and, under a previous Pheu Thai administration, a model city for the "One Family, One Soft Power" policy. Yet such aspirations ring hollow when residents and visitors must endure seasonal smog and recurring wildfires year after year.

To be fair, governments have acknowledged the problem. Over the past decade, each administration has rolled out annual action plans aimed at reducing PM2.5 levels and controlling forest fires in Chiang Mai and other northern provinces. However, most of these plans have lacked clear strategy, direction and consistency.

Official measures by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment have focused heavily on numerical targets and satellite imagery, concentrating on reducing hotspots detected from space.

Other popular responses -- distributing face masks, subsidising air purifiers and setting up so-called "clean air rooms" -- amount to little more than band-aid solutions that treat symptoms rather than root causes.

Frustration among Chiang Mai residents has been mounting. A few years ago, locals sued then prime minister Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha and the National Environment Board for failing to address PM2.5 pollution, and won. On Jan 19, 2024, the Administrative Court ordered the prime minister and the board to develop a plan to tackle the crisis.

Despite national and local authorities introducing measures such as regulating open burning and promoting farm products from sustainable agriculture, these policies have produced few tangible results. That may explain why toxic haze and forest fires continue to recur across the northern region.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul on Monday announced his government would prioritise energy and environmental policies.

Yet the smog crisis in Chiang Mai is unfolding under his nose. It is time for him to step forward and show his administration is capable of confronting one of the country's most persistent environmental challenges.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3229045/tackle-smog-in-north



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Russia is winning the Iran War								

															

																	
										
											
											
																																					
																										
												
												[image: A fisherman paddles before the Sierra Leone-flagged 'Sara Sky', which is carrying crude oil from Russia, in Bataan province in the Philippines. (Photo: AFP)]
											
																							
													A fisherman paddles before the Sierra Leone-flagged 'Sara Sky', which is carrying crude oil from Russia, in Bataan province in the Philippines. (Photo: AFP)												

																					

									

																While the rationale for US President Donald Trump's Iran war is difficult to decipher, its main beneficiary is far easier to identify: Russian President Vladimir Putin.
In making the case for military action against the Islamic Republic, Mr Trump and his advisers have leaned heavily on moral outrage, portraying its leaders as "wicked", citing the regime's "brutal oppression of its own people", and insisting that the United States must play a direct role in determining who governs the country.

None of this withstands scrutiny. Many leaders around the world oppress their own people without prompting US regime-change wars. Mr Putin is notorious for murdering his political opponents at home and abroad, yet Mr Trump has gone out of his way to appease him. If "wickedness" alone were grounds for war, the geopolitical landscape would look very different.

Moreover, the Islamic Republic has been oppressing its own people for decades. Just two months before the war, the regime killed thousands of protesters, yet the US did nothing. Whatever Mr Trump's motives, concern for the Iranian people is not among them.

What, then, of the nuclear risk? Could the threat of Iran developing and launching nuclear weapons against the US be urgent enough to justify all-out war now? That, too, seems unconvincing. Steve Witkoff, the US special envoy to the Middle East, claimed Iran was a "week away" from acquiring nuclear-weapons capability, but that contradicts Mr Trump's own claims that America had "obliterated" Iran's nuclear facilities.

A more plausible explanation came from Secretary of State Marco Rubio. Earlier this month, Mr Rubio told reporters the US launched pre-emptive strikes against Iran because intelligence showed that Israel was about to act, which would have triggered an Iranian retaliation against American forces.

That raises the possibility that US foreign policy is no longer determined solely by its elected president but also by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. For history buffs, the idea that the Israeli tail might wag the American dog may bring to mind the way Serbian nationalism helped draw Germany and Austria-Hungary into what later became World War I.

To understand how relations between the West and Iran have become so hostile, one must go back to 1953, when the US and the United Kingdom orchestrated the overthrow of Iran's elected prime minister, Mohammad Mossadegh, and restored the rule of Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi. The motive, though obscured at the time, was straightforward: Mossadegh's government had moved to nationalise the country's oil industry, which was dominated by the British-controlled Anglo-Iranian Oil Company.

The Shah's brutal and corrupt rule made him deeply unpopular, with the opposition including Islamist movements whose leaders, most notably the future Supreme Leader Ruhollah Khomeini, had spent years in exile. By 1979, mass demonstrations and nationwide strikes had grown to include millions of Iranians, forcing Pahlavi to flee and paving the way for the Islamic Revolution, when Khomeini's forces murdered, imprisoned, or drove into exile the liberals and leftists who had helped topple the Shah.

What followed was a bitter deterioration in relations between Iran and the US, triggered by the seizure of the US embassy in Tehran and the hostage crisis that came to define Jimmy Carter's presidency. Yet in the decades that followed, there were moments of cautious rapprochement, as more moderate Iranian leaders like former President Mohammad Khatami sought greater engagement with the West.

These efforts, however, did not elicit the kind of favourable Western response that moderate Iranian leaders had hoped for. More progress would have strengthened their hand, enabling them to show hardliners that limiting Iran's nuclear ambitions could yield tangible benefits.

Instead, the US and other Western powers have squandered opportunities for a negotiated compromise. The 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), which placed limits on Iran's nuclear programme in exchange for sanctions relief, represented the best chance to do that, but Mr Trump withdrew from it in 2018. As a result, the US now finds itself trying to bomb Iran into accepting terms that it secured through negotiation more than a decade ago.

Whatever the reasoning behind the war, it is already clear who's winning. Russia's economy, weakened by years of sanctions and the costs of its war in Ukraine, is now poised to reap a windfall from the surge in oil prices. With global supply disrupted by Iran's closure of the Strait of Hormuz, the Trump administration has also temporarily lifted sanctions on Russian oil shipments, strengthening Putin's regime.

At the same time, Russia is advising Iran on drone tactics, drawing on its battlefield experience in Ukraine. This closer coordination may enhance Russia's broader capabilities, including its ability to destabilise European Nato countries through cyberattacks and carry out covert operations by using proxy forces.

While Mr Trump's ill-advised war is strengthening Mr Putin's hand, the European Union's efforts to support Ukraine are being undermined from within. Most recently, Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban has threatened to block a new package of financial aid to Ukraine. The lack of unified Western support for the US-Israeli war against Iran has also deepened strains within Nato, further eroding the alliance's cohesion.

Given Mr Trump's distaste for diplomacy, it is difficult to see how this downward spiral can be reversed while he is in office. (c)2026 Project Syndicate 

Chris Patten, the last British governor of Hong Kong and a former EU commissioner for external affairs, is a former chancellor of the University of Oxford and the author of 'The Hong Kong Diaries' (Allen Lane, 2022).
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																After a month of ham-fisted oil crisis management, Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul appears to be moving in the right direction.
His public apology over the government's handling of the fuel crisis on Saturday is welcome.

But it will be just an empty gesture if he cannot restore confidence in the Centre for Monitoring and Managing the Conflict in the Middle East (CMC) -- an ad hoc committee set up to deal with the oil crisis triggered by the war.

At the heart of the government's response to the fallout from the United States-Israel alliance against Iran is Deputy Prime Minister and Transport Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn. In his capacity as the CMC's director, Mr Phiphat is essentially the nation's primary "energy crisis manager".

This role would not be cause for alarm if not for a glaring conflict of interest.

Mr Phiphat remains a major shareholder in PTG Energy, one of Thailand's largest oil companies. With interests spanning nearly the entire supply chain -- from logistics to retail pumps -- there is little doubt that PTG will be directly affected by the very policy decisions that he oversees.

The situation can be likened to a game in which the referee is also a player. Given that the company's bottom line is directly linked to crisis management, public doubt is not just understandable -- it is inevitable.

It is noteworthy that Mr Phiphat is aware of the mounting criticism.

He has argued that he was chosen to chair the CMC because he is one of the few energy experts in the administration, and has pointed out that he resigned as a PTG executive more than two decades ago. While this may be true, it does not alter the core issue of a structural conflict of interest.

On Monday, he told the media that he had already tendered his resignation from the CMC, yet the prime minister denied it.

After all, expertise is not an excuse to overlook ethics.

There is little doubt that the government's continued reliance on Mr Phiphat will further erode public trust. When energy policies and pricing decisions directly affect every citizen's wallet, the decision-maker must be beyond reproach.

Despite Mr Phiphat's assurances that he cannot interfere in PTG Energy's operations, in the public's eyes, the line between his official duties and his business interests has become dangerously blurred.

His suggestion that the public should wait to see whether PTG posts unusual profits in the first quarter or at year-end is beside the point. As he himself acknowledged, many have already reached a conclusion: it is fundamentally unfair to have "an oil merchant overseeing oil policy".

As tensions in the Middle East remain volatile, Thailand's energy crisis is likely to persist. The situation demands steady, impartial leadership -- one that can act on professional judgment without raising concerns about vested interests.
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																The Iranians know they have won, but President Trump doesn't get it yet. He's still at the stage of counting up the US and Israeli air strikes and assuming that those numbers mean a US victory is possible. But five gets you ten that the Iranians are already thinking about nuclear weapons. Not their own, which don't exist. America's.
The current spate of American troop movements will last a little longer, as the 11th and 31st Marine Expeditionary Units and some 82nd Airborne troops (total 11-12,000 people) arrive in the region and the planners wait for Mr Trump to decide which way to jump. He may even wait for the other 10,000 soldiers his people are now talking about to arrive.

All this, therefore, could take us down to the end of April. In the United States, with the help of cowed media, Mr Trump can probably persuade a large minority of American voters that some kind of secret peace negotiations with Iran are underway for that long. But not for much longer: the key US political deadline is the mid-term elections in November.

The only deal the Iranians will discuss is their five-point peace proposal: a complete end to the US/Israeli air strikes and the long-distance assassinations; payment of war damages and reparations; recognition of Iran's right to control the Strait of Hormuz; an international guarantee that the US and Israel won't attack them again; and Donald Trump's head on a platter.

OK, I made that last bit up. The president can keep his head. But Iran's other demands are deadly serious, even though there is no chance that Mr Trump would accept them. (The Iranians don't even mention their nuclear enrichment programme in their proposal, nor do they worry about what Israel will do. It will have to go along with whatever Mr Trump chooses to do.)

What this tells us is that Iran's new leaders just don't care what the Americans do. They believe their control of the Strait of Hormuz beats every card in American hands -- and they are probably right.

So by late April/early May, Mr Trump will probably have only three options, all of them horrible from his point of view.

The first choice is a deal with the Iranian regime. They might be ready to talk by then, but the deal would have to be on Iran's terms: control of the Strait and an international guarantee that the US and Israel won't attack Iran again, at the least. This would be deeply humiliating for Mr Trump, because he couldn't put any lipstick on that pig.

Alternatively, he could declare "victory" and just walk away, but that wouldn't unblock the Strait of Hormuz. America's former allies in the Gulf would have to negotiate that deal themselves from a position of great weakness, and everybody except the less attentive half of MAGA would still know that he had been humiliated.

Or Mr Trump could finally put American boots on the ground, hoping that seizing Kharg Island or a few bits of coastline around Hormuz would make the Iranians come to the table. However, that probably won't work, because US troops couldn't get very far inland (mountains), nor could they reopen the Strait (too few troops).

Nevertheless, this option will appeal to Mr Trump because what he likes best is a single decisive action that makes the problem go away quickly. "Boots" are exactly that sort of option, in theory, but what if they don't do the job in practice? What's left? Nukes, of course.

Only one teeny-weeny low-yield nuclear weapon, of course, exploded in one of Iran's unpopulated deserts: that should be enough to make the stubborn Iranians come to the table and negotiate their surrender. Mr Trump's people could even claim that Iran was one week away from getting a nuclear weapon again; that has worked lots of times in the past. My wife warned me not to discuss this possibility in public until some diplomat mentioned it first, because I would be called an alarmist. Well, some senior diplomat finally mentioned it (anonymously) -- and yes, I am alarmed.
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																Ever more visible, the various impacts from climate change are eroding both Thailand's economic competitiveness and the livelihoods of its people: season by season, in heat waves that flatten productivity, floods that swallow farmland, and coastal erosion that is slowly reclaiming communities.
The World Bank now estimates that if Thailand does not invest adequately in climate adaptation, GDP could shrink by 7 to 14% by 2050.

Yet the numbers tell a starker story. The inaugural Climate Finance Tracker launched by Climate Finance Network Thailand (CFNT) in July 2025 found that between 2020 and 2024, Thailand invested roughly 148 billion baht in climate adaptation nationwide, just about 30 billion baht per year. Against an estimated need of 165 to 192 billion baht annually, that represents just 15 to 18% of what is required. Measured against annual actual climate losses -- estimated at 0.9 to 1 trillion baht each year -- it amounts to barely three cents on every dollar of damage.

Bridging this financing gap is an urgent imperative: both to reduce the harshest impacts of climate change and sustain Thailand's competitiveness in the era of global warming.

Against this backdrop, CFNT and Fair Finance Thailand (FFT) have released a joint whitepaper ahead of Thailand's February 2026 general election, proposing 10 concrete climate finance policies the new government must adopt. The proposals are urgent, technically grounded, and politically inconvenient, which is precisely why they matter.

Thailand's newly submitted Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC 3.0) includes, for the first time, a reference to "just transition" -- the principle that the shift away from fossil fuels must not deepen inequality or abandon vulnerable workers and communities.

On paper, this is progress. In practice, the document remains frustratingly vague about how a just transition will be achieved, while explicitly centring the private sector and market mechanisms as the primary drivers.

This is a problem. Climate change is itself a product of market failure. Relying on market alignment to correct it -- without clear public interest guardrails -- risks allowing the loudest and best-resourced interest groups to shape a transition that serves them, not the workers in coal-dependent communities, not the smallholder farmers facing drought, not the coastal villages watching the sea rise.

The whitepaper's first set of proposals addresses this head-on. It calls for the Climate Change Act -- approved in principle by Cabinet in December 2025 -- to define strict criteria for spending from the planned Climate Fund. We demand that priority be given to communities most exposed to climate impacts, to workers transitioning out of carbon-intensive industries, and to small and medium-sized enterprises locked out of existing financial mechanisms.

Crucially, the fund's revenue base should itself reflect justice principles: a carbon wealth tax on high-carbon asset holdings, windfall profit levies on fossil fuel companies, and the elimination of fossil fuel subsidies that currently perversely incentivise continued coal and diesel dependence.

Captured Policy

Perhaps the most damning section of the whitepaper concerns cost-effectiveness. NDC 3.0 itself states clearly that early coal phaseout offers the lowest abatement cost of any energy technology in Thailand's plan -- just US$11 (360 baht) per tonne of carbon dioxide equivalent -- while delivering up to 6 million tonnes of annual emissions reductions, nearly 10% of the energy sector's overall target. This should make it the obvious priority.

Instead, as of early 2026, the Ministry of Energy and Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand (Egat) are reportedly to promote technologies that cost five to 10 times more per tonne of carbon reduced -- including carbon capture and storage at nearly US$57 per tonne, and ammonia co-firing at US$125 per tonne.

The whitepaper is explicit: this is not rational climate policy. CFNT and FFT call on the new government to announce a clear commitment to phase out all coal-fired power plants by 2035 -- consistent with NDC 3.0's own timeline -- and to insist that public investment decisions follow cost-effectiveness logic, not lobbying pressure.

Financial institutions are not bystanders in this story -- they are active participants. Long-term Power Purchase Agreements (PPA) between Egat and private fossil fuel producers, structured as "take-or-pay" contracts guaranteeing returns regardless of actual demand, have made fossil power generation an irresistible investment for banks: low default risk stemming from state-backed returns. The result is that Thai banks continue to direct capital towards assets that global science tells us must be retired, while communities face escalating climate costs.

The whitepaper calls on the Bank of Thailand to require all financial institutions to develop transition plans for their energy sector loan portfolios, aligned with international best practice "credible transition" frameworks such as the UNEP Finance Initiative's 2025 guide for banks.

It also proposes that the Bank of Thailand reduce risk weights for renewable energy and energy efficiency lending from 100% to 50%. The technical adjustment that would allow banks to lend more cheaply in these sectors and create a genuine incentive to develop new financing products.

Alongside this, the Thailand taxonomy -- the classification standard for environmentally friendly economic activities -- must be strengthened, particularly its criteria for large hydropower projects, which currently fall short of the European Union's "Do No Significant Harm" (DHSH) criteria for hydropower projects under the EU taxonomy.

Green Finance

One of the whitepaper's most practically grounded proposals addresses household access to solar power. CFNT research has shown that low-income households face structural barriers to rooftop solar installation. Commercial banks typically categorise these loans as home loans that require property ownership as collateral, effectively excluding renters and the asset-poor. Yet solar energy is precisely the technology that could most directly reduce energy costs for the households that need relief most. So, it needs a conductive bank's loan regulations.

The proposed solution -- On-Bill Financing, through which electricity utilities such as government-owned Provincial Electricity Authority and Metropolitan Electricity Authority can cover upfront installation costs and recover them through monthly billing -- has been successfully implemented in the United Kingdom and several US states. The solution removes the capital barrier, ties repayment to energy savings rather than income, and transfers automatically to new residents when a home changes hands. For a government genuinely committed to a just transition, piloting this model through state-owned utilities would be both achievable and transformative.

Thailand is not without a roadmap. NDC 3.0 exists. The draft Climate Change Act is expected to be tabled in the new parliament soon. Thailand taxonomy is operational. The Bank of Thailand has begun engaging the financial sector on sustainability. The engine is humming and ready to go.

So what is lacking? Indeed, what has been missing is the political will to follow the evidence rather than the lobbyists, to design climate finance that serves communities rather than concentrates in the hands of incumbents, and to treat just transition as a binding obligation rather than an aspirational footnote. The incoming government will inherit a narrowing window. Climate losses are already measured in the trillions. The financing gap grows each year. The proposals put forth in CFNT and FFT's joint whitepaper are hardly radical -- they are the minimum coherent response to the scale of the challenge. The question is whether the next government will have the courage to act on what science, economics, and communities already know.

Sarinee Achavanuntakul is Head of Research at Fair Finance Thailand and Director of Climate Finance Network Thailand (CFNT). Go to www.climatefinancethai.com and www.fairfinancethailand.org to download The Whitepaper.
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																The US-Israeli war on Iran has already destabilised the global economy and the geopolitics of the Middle East. Even more alarming, recent reporting shows that US President Donald Trump is deploying ground troops, a prospect that immediately evokes memories of past failed interventions -- from Vietnam to Iraq -- with their high costs in American and especially local lives.
Given the disastrous track record of US foreign interventions, the only "boots on the ground" should belong to inspectors from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), who urgently need to account for Iran's stockpile of highly enriched uranium (HEU) before the world ends up stumbling into a nuclear catastrophe.

The current cycle of escalation is already dangerous enough. There is no reason to think that a land intervention by US forces -- whether to "secure" the Strait of Hormuz or to seize Iran's stockpiles of HEU -- would help matters. Using US forces to protect maritime traffic would likely require a large-scale open-ended occupation, and even a more limited operation to seize Iran's HEU would require putting hundreds of troops -- not to mention heavy excavation equipment -- on the ground and in the line of fire for an extended period. All special operations are extremely risky, and this one would be extremely escalatory, too.

No one is dismissing the seriousness of the risk posed by Iran's nuclear material. Yet one of the ironies of this war is that it may end up amplifying the nuclear-proliferation risk that it was supposedly launched to eliminate. Iran possesses 440 kilogrammes of 60% enriched uranium, enough for around ten nuclear weapons. Its stock is already weapons-usable, and only a short step away from weapons-grade (90%).

The only appropriate body to account for and monitor Iran's stockpile is the IAEA, which is legally mandated to do so under the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. It is the only authority with the expertise and independence to provide oversight without further escalating the conflict. It has already played an important monitoring role in Iraq and North Korea, and at the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant in Ukraine since 2022.

To be sure, the IAEA's ability to monitor Iran's nuclear material has been largely cut off since the Twelve-Day War last June, and IAEA inspectors are unlikely to be able to play a meaningful monitoring role in an active war zone. But these limitations only underscore the importance of ending the conflict as soon as possible. The goal should be to make the transition to diplomacy, not to pursue further escalation.

Had Mr Trump agreed to a nuclear deal last month instead of launching this illegal war, we could already be in the early stages of a process to down-blend Iran's HEU to natural levels. Instead, we face the security nightmare of loose nuclear material in a war zone. If the Iranian regime survives the conflict -- as it has managed to do so far, despite the decapitation of its leadership -- it may well emerge even more determined to develop nuclear weapons.

The consequences would be no less dangerous if the regime collapses. Domestic factions would likely seek possession of this material as a means of asserting control and gaining international leverage. At the same time, the remains of Iran's nuclear programme would be a coveted starter kit for any would-be terrorist or sub-national group -- a prospect that should terrify us all.

Either way, Iran's nuclear programme cannot be bombed away, and it is not even clear that regime change would eliminate the threat it represents. Israel's rise as a regional military hegemon and its willingness to intervene across the Middle East with impunity only further incentivises Iran (and others) to obtain nuclear weapons, regardless of what form of government prevails.

Moreover, Iran has previously demonstrated some willingness to negotiate with the IAEA, such as when it accepted an Egyptian-facilitated agreement to restore IAEA access last September (though implementation has been limited so far). Iran's foreign minister recently stated that the regime's HEU stockpile could eventually be retrieved under the supervision of "the agency", hinting that an IAEA agreement might be negotiable. This possibility must be fully explored. A preliminary agreement with the IAEA could be the first step towards ending this globally destabilising conflict.

There is no question that a return to diplomacy will be a difficult sell for Iran, given that it has now been bombed twice by the US and Israel during negotiations. But while the Iranians have little reason to trust the Trump administration, diplomacy ultimately remains the only sustainable path out of the conflict and away from a fresh wave of nuclear proliferation in the Middle East. Mutual distrust is not a deal-breaker in arms-control negotiations; it is the norm.

With Mr Trump having just deployed 2,000 troops from the US Army's 82nd Airborne Division to the region, this is the moment for all parties to find a way out of this dangerous war. American boots on the ground would make a bad situation far more dangerous. (c)2026 Project Syndicate

Helen Clark, a former prime minister of New Zealand and former administrator of the United Nations Development Programme, is Chair of the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative Board and a member of The Elders.
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																Gulf Arab states are telling the US that any deal with Tehran should do more than end the war, and must permanently curb Iran's missile and drone capabilities and ensure global energy supplies are never again "weaponised", four Gulf sources said.
US President Donald Trump has extended his deadline for Iran to reopen the Strait of Hormuz, which carries about 20% of global oil and liquefied natural gas supplies, or face the destruction of its energy plants.

But the big question confronting Gulf policymakers is no longer how the Iran war ends, but what kind of regional order follows, the four Gulf sources with knowledge of the matter told Reuters.

- Ceasefire alone 'not enough' -

Gulf officials, whose countries have been repeatedly fired on by Tehran during the US-Israeli war on Iran, have told Washington in private meetings that the Islamic Republic has left them no diplomatic "off-ramp", the sources said.

The officials want any deal to lock in enforceable restraints on missile and drone attacks on energy and civilian assets, threats to oil and shipping routes, and proxy warfare, the sources added.

Any agreement must rewrite the rules of engagement by providing guarantees that the Strait of Hormuz is never again used as a tool of war, and Gulf states must be written into the architecture of what comes next, they say.

"The real challenge is not persuading Iran to stop the war, but ensuring the Gulf is not left exposed to the same dynamics that made it possible in the first place," Ebtessam Al-Kerbi, president of the Emirates Policy Centre, told Reuters.

Yousef al-Otaiba, the United Arab Emirates' ambassador to the United States, has framed the war not as a crisis to be frozen but as a test of whether Iran can still hold the global economy hostage afterwards.

"A simple ceasefire isn't enough," Mr Otaiba wrote in a column for the Wall Street Journal.

"We need a conclusive outcome that addresses Iran's full range of threats: nuclear capabilities, missiles, drones, terror proxies and blockades of international sea lanes."

A deal that only shelves missiles, drones and proxy warfare, he wrote, would simply defer the next crisis.

Gulf economies, highly reliant on energy exports and travel, have been hit hard by the war, which has sent shockwaves through the global economy, with disruptions in the strait driving up energy prices, rattling supply chains and fuelling inflation.

The United States can determine with certainty only that it has destroyed about a third of Iran's vast missile arsenal, according to five people familiar with the US intelligence.

Gulf officials say their scepticism is rooted in experience.

Iran's nuclear enrichment -- part of the process of making nuclear weapons, although Tehran denies seeking them -- was capped under a deal reached in 2015, but Tehran retained the ability to menace the region with missiles, drones, proxy warfare and threats to maritime security. The Gulf states say that possibility must now be removed if the region is to be stable.

In 2018, Mr Trump announced the United States' withdrawal from the 2015 Iran nuclear deal, calling the agreement a "defective" and "one-sided" agreement that did not serve US interests.

- Iran's strikes push UAE closer to US -

The Gulf states of Qatar, Oman and Kuwait are pushing behind closed doors for a swift end to the war, fearing the economic fallout and reprisals, the sources said.

The UAE, Saudi Arabia and Bahrain say they are ready to absorb an escalation of the war and will not accept a post-war Iran that is still able to use the Strait of Hormuz as a bargaining chip of for what they see as blackmail.

Mr Trump has not only said he will extend his deadline for Tehran to open the strait until 12am Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) on April 7, but has also said talks with Iran are going "very well".

An Iranian official has described a US proposal for ending the war as "one-sided and unfair", and Tehran has demanded the closure of US bases in the Gulf as a condition for any settlement.

But UAE presidential adviser Anwar Gargash said Iran's attacks on Gulf states had had "profound geopolitical repercussions", cementing Tehran as the central threat shaping Gulf strategic thinking.

The result, he said, would be deeper security alignment by the UAE with Washington.

"This is the cost of Iran's misguided calculations," he said.

- Security guarantees - 

Abdulaziz Sager, chairman of the Saudi-based Gulf Research Centre, said the Gulf states' message to Washington was no longer implicit but explicit -- that any agreement with Iran must directly address and guarantee the security of the Gulf states."

"The United States protects its interests, and Israel's. Now it is our turn to protect and defend ours," he said.

That message was reinforced by the Gulf Cooperation Council, a group including Bahrain, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Oman and the UAE, which has signalled a unified front against any settlement that sidelines Gulf security.

Citing 5,000 missile and drone attacks on Gulf energy facilities, civilian infrastructure and maritime traffic, GCC Secretary-General Jasem Al-Budaiwi has said that Iran has "crossed all limits".

Mr Budaiwi said the Gulf had exercised restraint to avoid a wider war but that the countries in the region would not accept being targeted again, making clear that while a political path is preferred, every state retains the right to defend itself.

Mr Trump has been weighing whether to deploy ground forces to seize Iran's strategic oil hub of Kharg Island, which handles about 90% of Iran's oil exports, according to a US official and three people familiar with the matter.

Taking it, analysts say, would give Washington powerful leverage over Iran's economy.

Tehran has warned that any such move would trigger strikes by Iran against the "vital infrastructure" of any country that aided such an operation by US forces.

Some Gulf allies have been cautioning Washington against putting boots on the ground, including troops on Kharg Island, as they believe doing so would expand the war, trigger significant retaliation by Iran, and possibly on Gulf energy and civilian infrastructure, a senior Gulf official said.

But the Gulf states are urging Washington to continue degrading Iran's cruise and ballistic missile capabilities, as that has long been the main threat against their countries, the Gulf official said. REUTERS

Samia Nakhoul is Middle East Editor for Thomson Reuters. She has reported from the Middle East for almost 37 years.
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																Thailand is planning to cut visa-free stays from 60 days to 30 days. This long-overdue change reflects growing concern over the effectiveness of immigration surveillance. Moreover, scaling down visa-free stays underscores the seriousness of the Anutin government's efforts to combat scammers, illegal work, and other underground activities that exploit easy visa access to turn Thailand into a base for under-the-table operations.
The big question is: Is reducing the visa-free stay enough to solve such a large problem?

The 60-day visa-free policy was introduced in July 2024 under the Srettha Thavisin government to attract more tourists after the Covid-19 pandemic. At the time, it was a welcome move, as the tourism industry needed a boost. Related sectors such as airlines, hotels, restaurants, and services benefited.

In addition to the 60-day stay, the number of visa-exempt countries expanded from 57 to 93. The challenge has been the dramatic increase in visitor access from all corners of the world. Only two countries, Singapore and the Maldives, offer more open access than Thailand.

However, their territories are smaller, whereas Thailand's larger size allows visitors to travel far and wide. Some overstay and remain unaccounted for.

Thailand has frequently used its visa policy as a rapid-response tool to win back tourists after coups and other crises. One could argue that this approach has become institutionalised.

However, this time, the 2024 visa policy has created new problems by attracting visitors the country does not want. They are not tourists, long-stay retirees, or digital nomads whom Thailand seeks to attract.

Instead, some entrants are scammers who use Thailand as a base for illegal activities, while others are recruited workers transiting through the country. In recent years, online scam centres have mushroomed along the country's eastern and western borders.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs supports the proposed change and has already urged the incoming government to reduce the visa-free stay to 30 days. Travellers wishing to stay longer can apply for extensions. In reality, the government is also trying to curb "visa runs" -- trips across borders to obtain a new entry stamp.

Another question is whether the original goal of longer visa-free stays has borne fruit. After the pandemic, the Srettha government hoped that more flexible visa rules would attract tourists and digital nomads.

So far, however, this remains largely wishful thinking, as many prefer countries with more stable environments, stronger digital infrastructure, and better ecosystems. Instead, the policy has drawn some visitors engaged in the "grey economy", including online fraud, illegal gambling, and pornography.

The real challenge lies in whether immigration authorities can effectively control border movement. Geography poses major obstacles. Except for the Malaysian border, Thailand's frontiers with Myanmar, Cambodia, and Laos are not fully demarcated.

While there are around 90 official land checkpoints, there are also numerous natural crossings -- unguarded areas where traffickers can smuggle people across borders, sometimes with the collusion of corrupt local officials.

To be fair, most tourists are not the problem. The majority stay for one or two weeks, enjoy sightseeing and food, and return home. They follow the rules and support the economy. The issue lies with a smaller group that exploits weak enforcement and unclear regulations.

At face value, halving the stay period to four weeks could help tighten immigration controls and discourage long-term overstayers. However, it may not deter those intent on breaking the law. Criminal networks are highly adaptive and can move in and out of the country quickly.

As the Anutin government has learned, illegal entry often occurs through unguarded channels, making visa policy less relevant.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has encouraged long-stay visitors to apply for appropriate visas. The government continues to welcome groups such as retirees.

Meanwhile, shifting geopolitical conditions -- particularly in the Gulf -- have prompted some residents affected by the US-Israel tensions with Iran to inquire about relocating to Thailand.

At a deeper level, Thailand faces serious challenges in immigration checks, digital entry systems, and overstay enforcement. When the 60-day visa-free policy was introduced, the electronic travel authorisation (ETA) system was not fully operational, leaving gaps in visitor registration. This allowed some to overstay and remain in the country undetected.

The country also needs better-integrated tracking systems across all checkpoints. Currently, some individuals exploit gaps between data systems at different entry points.

Closer cooperation with neighbouring countries is also essential. There have been cases in which illegal entrants crossed into Thailand with the assistance of corrupt officials. Improved data-sharing, intelligence coordination, and joint enforcement actions would help identify high-risk individuals.

Finally, Thailand should consider seeking reciprocity in visa-free arrangements. Bangkok should not shy away from this. At present, Thai passport holders can enter only 74 countries visa-free, while many of the 93 countries granted access to Thailand -- particularly developed Western nations -- have not reciprocated.

According to the latest Henley Passport Index, Singapore ranks highest globally with 192 visa-free destinations. Thailand still trails Malaysia, Brunei, and Timor-Leste.

In the future, stronger border management, more specialised visa categories, and improved immigration systems will better support tourism by targeting the right groups -- while helping to block the entry of grey-area operators.
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									Not so standard Sunday roast

									Savoury Sunday at The Standard Grill
								

									Begun as a monthly thing, Sunday Roast at The Standard Grill at The Standard, Bangkok Mahanakhon, now takes place weekly. It's the classic British dining tradition reimagined through a menu rooted in New York, albeit with a Bangkok twist.
									[image: ]

The Standard Grill oozes classic American steakhouse vibes with contemporary flair, while its signature "penny-tiled" floor creates a space that feels old school. Many mirrors with rounded corners amplify the natural light coming through the floor-to-ceiling glass walls. It also offers a not-so-standard view overlooking a nearby Chinese cemetery. 

[image: ]

The very hearty meal starts with five types of bread: sourdough, baguette, potato bun, multigrain and focaccia. Although they are delicious (especially the potato bun), you should go easy on them in anticipation of many dishes that are coming next.

[image: ]

[image: ]

Next, a trio of salads is served to be shared. Praline peanuts are hidden in peppery Rocket salad for sweet surprises. Covered in a thin blanket of Parmesan, Caesar salad comes with bacon bits, croutons and anchovies tossed throughout. Green salad may sound bland, but it's a delicious medley of broad beans, avocado, green peas and more, with a light, refreshing touch from a lemon-and-olive oil dressing.   

[image: ]

There are three side dishes to be enjoyed with your mains: creamy Mashed russet potatoes, smoky Grilled broccolini and asparagus dressed with garlic butter and yuzu ponzu and Mushroom fricassee containing a meaty trio of champignon, eryngi and shimeji. 

[image: ]

Smoked salmon crudo piques your appetite with a refreshing, savoury and salty sensation before five mains for sharing are served.

[image: ]

Served on salsa verde, the Porchetta impresses with audibly crispy pork belly mixed with herbs. Served medium rare, Roasted black Angus picanha is dressed with savoury gravy and a touch of peppercorn. Another dish you can really sink your teeth into is Grilled lamb on skewers served with mint salsa. Roasted Khlong Phai free-range chicken is moist and evenly cooked. Roasted vegetables feature pumpkin, shallot, baby carrot, cherry tomato and tzatziki sauce. 

[image: ]

Do save some room for two indulging desserts for sharing: Chocolate pudding cake served a la mode with Hokkaido milk ice cream and Butterscotch tart with minimal crust but maximum filling. 

[image: ]

[image: ]

Needless to say, you'd better bring a big appetite to this Sunday roast and if you want to indulge further, there's an optional drink package featuring a selection of cocktails, wines, beers and more. 
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									Galaxy S26 Ultra makes your banking app a private affair

									Privacy Display stands out on a long list of useful features on flagship model
								

									Samsung's Galaxy S26 Ultra has arrived in Thailand as a privacy-first flagship built for life in crowded places, led by a built-in "Privacy Display" that makes your screen harder to read from the sides -- a handy trick on BTS platforms, in airport lounges and at cafe tables where strangers sometimes sit close enough to know your bank balance and your bad taste in group chats.
									Samsung is betting the feature is more than a party trick, and it has some fresh bragging rights to match. The company says the S26 Ultra won "Best in Show" at the Global Mobile Awards during Mobile World Congress 2026 in Barcelona, an endorsement it is using to underline its push for privacy as the hardware upgrade people will actually notice.

						

							
						


The pitch comes with a dose of deja vu. The S26 Ultra looks much like last year's model -- a big, flat, premium slab with a prominent camera bump. Clearly, Samsung is leaning more on software and practical refinements than a dramatic redesign, even as it keeps the phone thin at 7.9mm.

At the centre of the story is the Privacy Display itself. Samsung and independent explainers describe it as a hardware-level approach that controls how pixels emit light, keeping the screen clear head-on while making it tougher to decipher from the sides, and allowing users to decide what to hide -- the full screen, specific apps, or even incoming notifications.

[image: [Please sub then hold] Galaxy S26 Ultra makes your banking app a private affair]

There is, however, no free lunch -- not even at flagship prices. Samsung's own support notes that a "maximum" setting can dim the display further to narrow visibility even more. I found that the privacy modes can come with a hit to visual quality, such as text that occasionally looks slightly "oily" from certain angles. I usually set the Privacy Display on this phone to only work on my notifications and banking apps.

On the Samsung Galaxy S26 Ultra, the "AirDrop" experience is delivered through an updated Quick Share that, once you've installed the relevant One UI 8.5 update, lets you wirelessly send and receive photos, videos, and documents directly with Apple devices (like iPhone/iPad/Mac) without needing to install any extra app, as long as you enable the Apple-sharing toggle inside Quick Share (via Settings - Connected devices - Quick Share - "Share with Apple devices") and set device visibility appropriately--typically requiring the receiving side to allow discovery in an "Everyone (for 10 minutes)" style mode--so nearby Apple devices can appear as share targets and the transfer feels much more smooth and seamless across Android and iOS, with the practical note that the option may only show up and work correctly after the necessary firmware or components are updated. This enables people that use (or have friends) that use iPhones, Macintoshes or iPads the ability to easily share files seamlessly.

Hardware tweaks focus on daily carry rather than headline-grabbing reinvention. Specs listings put the device at 214 grammes with a 6.9-inch display, while Samsung's marketing leans on the same message: slimmer, lighter and still unashamedly large. If you prefer small phones, the S26 Ultra remains less "handset" and more "hand-luggage".

						

							
						


Under the hood, Samsung sticks to the familiar Ultra formula: the Snapdragon 8 Elite Gen 5 platform paired with One UI 8.5 on Android 16, with excellent AI capabilities as much as raw speed.

Newer AI features include "Now Nudge" for contextual suggestions. And there's a plethora of not-so-new useful AI features like spam call screening, live translation, webpage summarising, cartoon avatar creation, audio eraser to remove wind or crowd noises, alongside updates to tools such as Circle to Search. The phone comes with Google Gemini 3.1 Pro out of the box.

						

							
						
 						
							
						


Photography is more polish than reinvention, but there is one meaningful optical twist. Samsung has shifted the 5x zoom to its ALoP (All Lenses on Prism) design, delivering a wider f/2.9 aperture and a shorter module than conventional periscopes, it captures more light than the previous generation but with a trade-off in minimum focusing distance, rising from 26cm to 52cm.

[image: [Please sub then hold] Galaxy S26 Ultra makes your banking app a private affair]

Video is another quiet battleground, and Samsung is chasing creators with a new professional codec. Samsung says the S26 Ultra is the first Galaxy device to support its Advanced Professional Video (APV) codec, designed for high-quality, edit-friendly footage, while Android-focused coverage says APV can be recorded at up to 8K at 30 frames per second and is aimed at "visually lossless" capture for more serious workflows.

Stylus fans are not left out, though they may need to lower expectations -- and possibly their Bluetooth ambitions. Samsung says the S Pen remains part of the S26 Ultra experience, but does not rely on Bluetooth for pairing or charging. Once again, it is a passive stylus rather than a remote-control wand.

For buyers in Thailand, the numbers land with the force of a notification you cannot ignore. Thai retail listings and local price round-ups put the Galaxy S26 Ultra at 46,900 baht for the 256GB model, with higher prices for larger storage options -- meaning privacy, as ever, carries a premium.

If your phone life is lived in public -- commuting, travelling, working from cafes -- the Privacy Display is one of the most practical new hardware features on a mainstream flagship this year, and it arrives alongside familiar Ultra strengths in power, cameras and creator tools. Just try not to swivel the screen dramatically on the BTS to impress strangers; in Bangkok, that is how you accidentally start a conversation.
								



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/tech/3228790/galaxy-s26-ultra-makes-your-banking-app-a-private-affair



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									New movies out this week: April 2-8

									'They Will Kill You' is inspired by Dante's 'Inferno'
								

									Four movies that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
									[image: ]

They Will Kill You

Directed by Kirill Sokolov.

Who's in it? 

Zazie Beetz, Myha'la and Patricia Arquette.

What's it about? 

A woman takes a job as a housekeeper in a NYC high-rise, unaware of the building's history of disappearances. She soon realises the community is shrouded in mystery.

Why watch it?

Was issued an R rating for strong bloody violence, gore, language and brief sexual content/nudity.

[image: ]

Gohan

Directed by Chayanop Boonprakob, Atta Hemwadee and Baz Poonpiriya.

Who's in it? 

Tontawan Tantivejakul, Tata Chatchai Chinnasri and Jaonaay Jinjett Wattanasin.

What's it about? 

The story follows Gohan, a white stray dog with a pink nose, through different stages of its life and various temporary owners over 10 years.

Why watch it?

We can't think of any reason not to. 

[image: ]

Girls Band Cry The Movie: Part 2 (Girls Band Cry The Movie: Hey, Our Future)

Directed by Kazuo Sakai.

Who's in it?

Features the five main members of Togenashi Togeari.

What's it about? 

Focuses on the maturation of the band members, including Nina Iseri and Momoka Kawaragi, as they navigate their musical journey and personal traumas.

Why watch it?

The film summarises the first season of the TV anime while offering new musical and narrative elements.



Premieres on April 4

[image: ]

Super Show 10: SJ Core In Cinemas

Who's in it? 

Super Junior

What's it about?

The Super Junior 20th Anniversary Tour will be broadcast live from Seoul, South Korean.

Why watch it? 

The concert is a celebration of the group's 20th anniversary and showcases their final performance of the tour.
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									Free art shows in  Bangkok this month

									
								

									From a blank-faced character to natural light, a number of solo exhibitions are inviting art enthusiasts to find harmony in the fast-paced world for free throughout this month in Bangkok.
									How should an experience of feeling lost be expressed? Chainarong Insakol does it through a character in his solo exhibition at Supples Gallery.

Running until May 3, "In The Midst of Gray" presents the artist's perspective through Chawky. His character expresses emptiness and indifference, that feeling when we are too young to know our needs and emotions.

[image: Sitvut Prabripoo's Strong And Sensitive. photo courtesy of La Lanta]
Sitvut Prabripoo's Strong And Sensitive. (Photo courtesy of La Lanta)




This experience is not different from grey itself. It is a colour that can never belong to anything beautiful. It occupies a liminal space between white and black, darkness and light, and feeling and logic.

Chainarong is an artist who takes an interest in graffiti. Most of his works feature details that consistently represent street art, whether through techniques, colours or forms that appear with his character.

Meanwhile, Natagon Khamkayprong explores the pursuit of simplicity amidst the complexity of contemporary life in a solo exhibition at Richard Koh Fine Art Bangkok.

Running until April 11, "I Am A Still Life Painter" presents his oil paintings that embody a harmonious way of living. His works offer a moment of quiet reflection in contrast to the fast-paced city rhythm, encouraging a mindful relationship between creation, the self and society.

[image: Conversation by Natagon Khamkayprong. photo courtesy of Richard Koh Fine Art Bangkok]
Conversation by Natagon Khamkayprong. (Photo courtesy of Richard Koh Fine Art Bangkok)




Natagon's practice revolves around the philosophy that living simply is not a rejection of society, but a conscious choice to retain only what supports co-existence with the surrounding environment. This ethos is reflected in his painting process that reduces unnecessary details and adopts a simple working method.

Sitvut Prabripoo captures the motion of a small fragment of nature -- light -- in his solo exhibition at River City Bangkok.

Running until May 3, "Lightscape" invites an exploration of landscapes through mosaics of coloured mirror and oil-painted details. Coloured glass coalesces rays of sunlight when they strike the surface of water, shatter into sparkling shards against ice and snow, wink through the leaves of a tree or soak into desert sands, while brushstrokes of oil paint introduce the life of the forest to the canvas.
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									Illuminate your day with 'Lightscape' at La Lanta

									
								

									The beauty of the smallest fragments that form a perfect whole is reflected in "Lightscape", which is running at La Lanta Fine Art in River City Bangkok until May 3.
									This is a solo exhibition by Sitvut Prabripoo who fuses his specialisation in coloured glass techniques with the style of Impressionist painting to create art inspired by the environment, living things and nature.

The exhibition illuminates the perpetual motion of natural light as it dances across mosaics of coloured mirrors, highlighting their brilliant yet brittle veneer against the softer textures of oil-painted details.

His majestic landscapes consider the relationship between fragment and whole -- cut into pieces of different sizes, the coloured glass coalesces rays of sunlight as they strike the surface of water, shatter into sparkling shards against ice and snow, wink through the leaves of a tree or soak into desert sands, while brushstrokes of oil paint introduce the life of the forest to the canvas.

In this series of works, he tears the familiar into pieces and builds it anew with a material that is "the essence of lustre and strength".

His coloured mirror landscapes reinterpret an ancient Thai artistic tradition by incorporating oil painting -- a new medium with contrasting slickness and depth that conducts the vitality of nature onto the canvas, while the coloured glass seems to enshrine and suspend time.

The tension between the two shifts, building and releasing, with the changing light. As a result, viewers are never merely appreciating a work of art, but simultaneously observing natural phenomena in action.

La Lanta is on the 2nd floor of River City Bangkok, Charoen Krung 24, and opens Tuesday to Sunday from 10am to 7pm.

Visit lalanta.com.
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									'Soul Of Garden' urges  you to bond with nature

									
								

									Art viewers are invited to listen to a silent conversation between human and nature during "Soul Of Garden", which is running at RCB Galleria 5, 3rd floor of River City Bangkok, Charoen Krung 24, until April 26.
									This is the first solo exhibition by Shinnawat Sa-nguanjuk, aka Warisa, one of the most up-and-coming artists known for his distinctive visual language and introspective sensibility. His practice delves into the profound interconnection between humanity, nature and the spirit of place.

The exhibition opens a gateway into his inner world deeply rooted in his bond with nature. To him, a garden is not merely a landscape, but a living being that breathes and evolves alongside us -- the soil that inhales, the roots that reach deep, the leaves that tremble and the blossoms that bloom for a fleeting moment before they fall.

It's also a mirror reflecting the inner states of humanity -- solitude, serenity and the search for meaning. At the same time, it is a shared space of collective memory, shaped over generations: the temple garden that embraces meditation, the home garden that shelters family stories, the public park that welcomes encounters and rest.

Warisa's artistic inspiration stems from the idea of the garden in its many forms -- a space where emotion, memory and imagination intertwine. Influenced by cinematic storytelling, his paintings transform scenes of nature into poetic narratives filled with atmosphere and quiet contemplation.

His works do not merely depict the beauty of nature, but evoke a world of feeling -- one that exists delicately between reality and dream.

There is no admission fee. Visit rivercitybangkok.com.
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									From garage to tech titan: Apple turns 50

									Company's rise has shaped global tech industry and popular culture alike
								

									In early  1976 in California, Steve Wozniak had just completed the design of a computer circuit board he intended to share with fellow hobbyists  at a local club. His friend Steve Jobs also saw a business opportunity to manufacture and sell the boards, and thus Apple was born.
									The company turns 50 on Wednesday. Its rise has shaped both the technology industry and popular culture by making first desktop computers and then smartphones mainstream, popularising mobile apps and showing how tightly integrated devices and software can work.

But the iPhone maker is now  under pressure to show it [?]can remain a technology powerhouse in the age of artificial intelligence as software rivals Alphabet and Microsoft spend tens of billions of dollars to seize a lead.

Its stock is the second-worst performer among the "Magnificent Seven" since OpenAI launched ChatGPT in November 2022.

Despite embedding machine learning features in its chips since 2017, analysts and investors say delays in roll-out of features, including a revamped Siri, suggest Apple was underprepared for how consumers would use AI.

Rivals such as OpenAI are also planning to launch AI devices that aim to shake the long-held dominance of [?]smartphones.

Still, Apple's devices remain widely popular.

Strong demand for the latest iPhone 17 series drove its December-quarter earnings, while the $599 MacBook Neo -- its cheapest laptop ever -- had a strong launch.

"The company made it fifty years with no one truly competing with its integrated business model; the fate of its next fifty years may rest on the question of just how compelling AI ends up being -- and if OpenAI can out-Apple the original," independent tech  analyst Ben Thompson said on Stratechery.com on Tuesday.

[image: Apple CEO Steve Jobs introduces the first iPhone in San Francisco, on Jan Jan 9, 2007. (Photo: Reuters)]
Apple CEO Steve Jobs introduces the first iPhone in San Francisco, on Jan Jan 9, 2007. (Photo: Reuters)


								



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/tech/3228778/from-garage-to-tech-titan-apple-turns-50



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									New releases for your streaming pleasure: Apr 1-7

									8 new titles from Apple TV+, Prime Video and Netflix
								

									Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
									
APPLE TV+

[image: ]

Your Friends & Neighbors: Season 2

Premieres on April 3 

Andrew Cooper doubles down on his life as an unlikely suburban thief, until the arrival of a new neighbour threatens to expose his secrets and place his family at risk.



PRIME VIDEO

[image: ]

Crime 101

Premieres on April 1

Set against the sun-bleached grit of Los Angeles, Crime 101 weaves the tale of an elusive jewel thief whose string of heists along the 101 freeway has mystified police. When he eyes the score of a lifetime, his path crosses that of a disillusioned insurance broker, who is facing her own crossroads. Convinced he has found a pattern, a relentless detective is closing in, raising the stakes even higher. As the heist approaches, the line between hunter and hunted begins to blur, and all three are faced with life-defining choices -- and the realisation that there can be no turning back. Adapted from Don Winslow's acclaimed novella of the same name. 

[image: ]

Nippon Sangoku: The Three Nations Of The Crimson Sun

Premieres on April 5

The near future of Japan, where revolution arose from nuclear war, natural disasters and corrupt governance, where civilisation has collapsed. The nation has split into three, entering an era of warring states vying for supremacy. Aoteru Misumi, once a humble local government official, aims for the "reunification of Japan", rising through the ranks with his vast knowledge and exceptional eloquence.



NETFLIX

[image: ]

XO, Kitty: Season 3

Premieres on  April 2

With her love life heating up, Kitty's all set to kick off an iconic senior year. But will secrets, scandals and her own insecurities get in her way? 

[image: ]

Sins Of Kujo

Premieres on  April 2

From thugs to yakuza, Taiza Kujo wields the law to defend society's worst. Fellow lawyer, Karasuma doubts his ethics but joins him in facing the abyss. 

[image: ]

Agent From Above

Premieres on  April 2

Bound by a deity's pact, Han Chieh fights demons on Earth. When he uncovers an old enemy's plan for a second invasion, he must fight to save humanity. 

[image: ]

The Ramparts Of Ice

Premieres on  April 2

Weighed down by memories she can't shake, high schooler Koyuki Hikawa keeps everyone at arm's length -- until three schoolmates draw her out of her shell. 

[image: ]

Bloodhounds: Season 2

Premieres on  April 3

Two young boxers gear up for another fight when a global syndicate running an illegal boxing league targets them and puts their loved ones at risk.
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									The Bangkok Motor Show, after the fuel shock

									
								

									The Bangkok International Motor Show still knows how to stage desire. This year's edition, running from March 25 to April 5 at IMPACT Challenger, has all the familiar pleasures intact: polished bodywork under hard lights, crowds drifting from stand to stand, and the quiet thrill of being close to machines designed to look smoother, sharper and more complete than everyday life usually allows. The excitement is still there. What feels different now is the meaning attached to it. The car no longer arrives as a simple symbol of freedom or prestige. It enters a more unsettled conversation, one shaped by energy anxiety, changing consumer habits and a growing curiosity about what driving is supposed to look like next.
									For a long time, the motor show sold a relatively stable fantasy. Newer, faster, more luxurious, more powerful. It gave form to the idea that progress could be measured in design upgrades and engine performance, with a little status folded in for good measure. That logic has not disappeared, but it now shares space with a more practical mood. Fuel prices have risen sharply in Thailand after the diesel price freeze ended, prompting a special Cabinet meeting, and Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul's arrival at Government House in his personal BYD landed as one of those images that captures a shift without needing much explanation. The electric car no longer reads only as futuristic or environmentally conscious. It also reads as useful in a moment when oil feels unpredictable again.

That broader shift helps explain why EVs now feel central to the atmosphere of the show rather than tucked off to one side as a category for the especially curious. Interest in them has been building steadily in Thailand. Krungsri Research says electric passenger vehicle registrations rose 28% year on year in the first ten months of 2025, while passenger BEVs rose 63.8%. It also projects about 125,000 new passenger BEV registrations annually during 2026 to 2028, suggesting that EVs have moved well beyond novelty and into the realm of ordinary consideration for many buyers. Reuters has likewise noted that higher fuel prices and government support have helped push EV demand in Thailand forward.

That does not mean the dream has disappeared from the motor show. Luxury still matters. Design still matters. Plenty of people still go for the pleasure of seeing what is extravagant, what is beautifully made and what feels just beyond reach. But aspiration has changed shape. It is no longer only about abundance. Increasingly, it is about choosing the version of mobility that feels smartest, least vulnerable or most in step with the direction the country seems to be moving. Range, charging access, long-term running costs and resale logic now sit much closer to the centre of the conversation than they once did.

In that sense, the motor show has become more revealing than before. It is still glossy, still theatrical and still full of wanting, but it now acts as a snapshot of a market negotiating with itself in public. Buyers are no longer just admiring cars. They are reading signals. Which brands feel stable. Which technologies feel worth trusting. Which trade-offs feel manageable. The car has become a more loaded object than it once was, carrying not only taste and ambition but a reading of the times.

That may be the show's changing role now. It remains a stage for fantasy, but the fantasy is being revised in real time. A walk through the halls still offers polished surfaces and beautifully controlled lighting, yet behind that sits a sharper question than before about what kind of future people are actually prepared to buy into. The cars may still look immaculate. The mood around them is more cautious, more practical and, for that reason, more interesting.
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									OpenAI postpones ChatGPT 18+ launch indefinitely

									
								

									OpenAI has indefinitely delayed the launch of an 18+ version of ChatGPT, pushing back earlier plans to introduce the feature.
									The company had previously announced that the adult-oriented version would be rolled out in December last year. However, recent reports indicate that the project has now been postponed with no clear timeline for release.

According to a report by the Financial Times, OpenAI confirmed the delay, stating that it requires additional time to further develop the feature and thoroughly study the potential impacts of introducing an 18+ mode.

Several media outlets have speculated that the indefinite postponement may also be linked to internal resistance among staff, as well as concerns raised by investors over the risks associated with such a feature.

The decision comes as OpenAI faces legal challenges, including a case involving a fatality reportedly linked to interactions with its AI chatbot. Observers suggest that launching an 18+ mode amid negative public sentiment may not be appropriate.

It remains uncertain whether the 18+ version of ChatGPT will eventually be released. Industry watchers say the company's next move may depend on the outcome of ongoing legal proceedings and broader efforts to address safety concerns.

The development underscores the growing scrutiny faced by AI firms as they navigate the balance between innovation and responsibility.

Source: Android Authority, Financial Times
								



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/tech/3228563/openai-postpones-chatgpt-18-launch-indefinitely
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