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Key Justices Appear Skeptical of Limiting Birthright Citizenship

President Trump appeared in court, watching as members of the court's conservative majority raised questions about his efforts to limit birthright citizenship.

Supporters of birthright citizenship gathered outside the Supreme Court during oral arguments on Wednesday.  Anna Rose Layden for The New York Times



By Abbie VanSickle
Reporting from Washington


Apr 01, 2026 at 04:01 p.m.

A majority of the Supreme Court appeared skeptical of President Trump's efforts to limit birthright citizenship during arguments on Wednesday.

Key conservative justices raised doubts about the constitutionality of the president's executive order that would end automatic citizenship for children born on U.S. soil to undocumented immigrants and some temporary foreign visitors.

When a lawyer for the Trump administration suggested that the realities of modern migration required a new assessment of whether the Constitution guarantees birthright citizenship, Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr., who is seen as a key vote, retorted: "It's a new world. It's the same Constitution."

Still, in an argument that lasted more than two hours, the chief justice and several other of the court's conservatives also asked tough questions of a lawyer for the American Civil Liberties Union, which brought the legal challenge, making the outcome of the legally complicated and hugely consequential case not fully clear.

In an unprecedented move and a signal of the stakes of the landmark case, Mr. Trump attended the first part of the argument, watching from a public gallery as his solicitor general defended the policy. During the A.C.L.U.'s argument, the president abruptly rose from his seat and left the courtroom. After returning to the White House, he posted on social media, falsely, that the United States is the "only Country in the World STUPID enough to allow 'Birthright' Citizenship!"

The case before the court has enormous stakes, potentially redefining what it means to be an American. A decision to limit birthright citizenship could also have sweeping practical consequences, stripping the promise of citizenship from the estimated 200,000 babies or more born in the United States each year to undocumented immigrants.

People in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, lined up for U.S. Customs and Border Protection appointments on Jan. 20, 2025, the day of President Trump's second inauguration. Paul Ratje for The New York Times


Although the Trump administration has said that the executive order, which was blocked by lower courts and has never gone into effect, would affect only babies born in the future, opponents say a decision to uphold it could potentially cast doubt over the status of millions of people who have already benefited from birthright citizenship.

A decision is expected in the case by the end of June or early July.

No sitting president has attended a Supreme Court argument, and Mr. Trump's presence added to the drama for an already emotionally charged scene.

Outside the courtroom, under a bright spring sky, a sea of people converged in front of the steps of the court, waving American flags and holding up signs in support of birthright citizenship. Salsa music played over the sound of a helicopter hovering overhead. The celebrity chef and activist Jose Andres delivered remarks to those gathered, saying the moment was a chance to defend "the pure idea of what America is and will be."

Inside the courtroom, Mr. Trump listened as the justices sparred with lawyers over the key question in the case: the meaning of the citizenship clause of the 14th Amendment.

Ratified in 1868 after the Civil War, the amendment reversed one of the Supreme Court's most notorious decisions, the ruling in the 1857 Dred Scott case, which had denied citizenship to Black Americans.

The key provision of the amendment states that "all persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof," are citizens. That language was mirrored by Congress in a 1952 law, and has been understood in court rulings and executive actions for more than a hundred years to guarantee birthright citizenship.

Before Mr. Trump's executive order, there had been widespread consensus that the 14th Amendment guaranteed citizenship for U.S.-born babies. But the administration has argued that when the 14th Amendment was adopted, it was intended to apply to formerly enslaved people and their descendants, and that it has been incorrectly interpreted as extending to the children of undocumented immigrants.

Before Mr. Trump's executive order on automatic citizenship, there had been widespread consensus that the 14th Amendment guaranteed citizenship for U.S.-born babies. Doug Mills/The New York Times


In a key precedent, the Supreme Court ruled in 1898 that Wong Kim Ark, a man of Chinese ancestry born in San Francisco to noncitizen parents, was a U.S. citizen.

The justices pressed both sides on the meaning of that case and how their interpretations of it could shape how the justices view the 14th Amendment -- and Wednesday's case.

One crucial question for the justices was the meaning of the word "domicile," which appears multiple times in the 1898 ruling.

Key to the Trump administration argument to limit birthright citizenship is its view that Wong Kim Ark's parents, although not citizens themselves, were "domiciled" in the United States -- that is to say, permanent residents. The administration says that makes Mr. Wong different from the children of illegal immigrants or temporary residents.

The A.C.L.U. has argued that birthright citizenship applies to nearly all babies born on U.S. soil and does not hinge on the notion of "domicile."

At least five of the justices posed questions about the references to the word "domicile" in the Wong Kim Ark ruling.

"What are those 20 'domicile' words doing there?" Justice Elena Kagan, one of the court's three liberals, asked Cecillia Wang, the lawyer for the A.C.L.U. "Like, why did they sprinkle that in the opinion?"

"Isn't it at least something to be concerned about, to say that since it is discussed 20 different times and has that significant role in the opinion, that you can just dismiss it as irrelevant?" Chief Justice Roberts also asked.

Demonstrators outside the Supreme Court on Wednesday. The A.C.L.U. has argued that birthright citizenship applies to nearly all babies born on U.S. soil. Anna Rose Layden for The New York Times


Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh, another of the court's conservatives, who is often in the majority, asked mainly open-ended questions during the argument, but also laid out two potential paths for rulings against the administration, homing in on the significance of the court's interpretation of Wong Kim Ark.

He told Ms. Wang that "if we agree with you on how to read Wong Kim Ark, then you win."

"That could be just a short opinion, right?" he asked Ms. Wang, who quickly agreed.

Justice Kavanaugh also laid out another possible path for a ruling that would invalidate the president's executive order. He pointed to a 1952 immigration law that also guarantees birthright citizenship, suggesting that the justices could avoid a constitutional ruling by looking to it instead.

That law, a provision of the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952, says that anyone "born in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof," is a citizen.

"Our usual practice, as you're well aware, of course, is to resolve things on statutory grounds and not to do a constitutional ground," Justice Kavanaugh told Ms. Wang.

For years, Mr. Trump has been a skeptic of birthright citizenship, contending that it rewards illegal immigration. When he returned to the White House in January 2025, he signed an executive order to limit the citizenship guarantee on his first day back in office.

The order quickly faced legal challenges, and judges in Washington State, Maryland and Massachusetts blocked its implementation for the entire country. A federal judge in Washington State, John C. Coughenour, called the president's order "blatantly unconstitutional."

The Trump administration appealed, and the case came before the Supreme Court as an emergency application last year. That challenge, however, did not focus on the constitutionality of Mr. Trump's executive order. Instead, the legal question before the justices was whether the lower-court judges had exceeded their power in blocking the executive order nationwide using a legal tool called a universal injunction.

In June, in a 6-to-3 decision that split along ideological lines, the court sided with the Trump administration, finding that the lower-court judges had overstepped their bounds.

Groups challenging the policy moved to block the executive order once more. One of the lawsuits, a challenge filed in New Hampshire, is the case that was argued on Wednesday before the court.

The notion that birthright citizenship should be limited to exclude the children of undocumented immigrants and temporary foreign visitors had until recently been considered an argument on the legal fringes.

But conservative scholars have begun to take a closer look at the history of the 14th Amendment and at the Wong Kim Ark precedent.

John Eastman, a legal scholar who disputes the scope of the 14th Amendment, was at the Supreme Court on Wednesday.  Anna Rose Layden for The New York Times


John Eastman, a legal scholar who was among the first to promote the notion that the 14th Amendment did not grant birthright citizenship to all children born on U.S. soil, was at the court on Wednesday. In an interview, Mr. Eastman said he was highly impressed with the arguments from both sides.

"I think it just proves that it's not a radical fringe idea -- that it's a very significant originalist debate, and we'll see how the court rules," Mr. Eastman said.

(Mr. Eastman is also known for drafting a plan to block congressional certification of the 2020 presidential election and has been suspended from practicing law in California. He is appealing a judge's decision calling for his disbarment in the state.)

Norman Wong, 76, a direct descendant of Wong Kim Ark, also spoke to reporters outside the court. Mr. Wong said he hoped the court would uphold birthright citizenship through the 1898 decision that had ensured his ancestor was an American.

"They will be shamed for history if they get this wrong," Mr. Wong said.

Reporting was contributed by Hamed Aleaziz, Miriam Jordan, Aishvarya Kavi, Adam Liptak, Ann E. Marimow, Zach Montague, Amy Qin and Jazmine Ulloa.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/01/us/politics/supreme-court-birthright-citizenship-arguments.html
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G.O.P. Leaders Strike Deal to End Homeland Security Shutdown

A bill to reopen the department, which the House G.O.P. rejected on Friday, could be approved as early as Thursday. It was a sharp turnaround by the lawmakers and President Trump.

The resurrected plan would omit money for Immigration and Customs Enforcement and Border Patrol, the agencies carrying out President Trump's immigration crackdown. Republicans said those agencies' employees would continue to be paid out of funds that were pushed through Congress last year. Vincent Alban/The New York Times



By Carl Hulse and Michael Gold
Reporting from Capitol Hill


Apr 02, 2026 at 02:20 a.m.

Senate and House Republican leaders announced on Wednesday an agreement to move forward with legislation to reopen the Department of Homeland Security, resurrecting a bipartisan deal that President Trump and the House G.O.P. had angrily rejected last week.

The plan would fund the department through Sept. 30 but omit money for the agencies carrying out Mr. Trump's immigration crackdown. G.O.P. leaders hoped to push it through without any debate or formal vote as early as Thursday morning, though hard-right Republicans irate about the deal signaled they might not allow it to move quickly.

Under their plan, Republicans said, Immigration and Customs Enforcement and Border Patrol would continue to be paid for out of funds the G.O.P. pushed through Congress last year over solid Democratic opposition. This year, Democrats have refused to approve spending for those agencies without new restrictions on federal immigration agents' conduct.

The spending bill does not include any such restrictions, which Democrats began demanding after immigration officers killed two U.S. citizens in Minneapolis.

Senator John Thune of South Dakota, the majority leader, and Speaker Mike Johnson, of Louisiana, announced the deal in a statement on Wednesday afternoon. It followed days of talks behind the scenes with the president and top White House officials on how to break the intraparty stalemate.

"In the coming days, Republicans in the Senate and House will be following through on the president's directive by fully funding the entire Department of Homeland Security on two parallel tracks: through the appropriations process and through the reconciliation process," the statement said.

A senior White House official said Mr. Trump, who had blasted the funding deal as "inappropriate" last week, would sign it should it reach his desk.

It would end a more than six-week interruption in agency operations that has made history as the longest partial shutdown, left tens of thousands of federal employees furloughed or working without pay and badly snarled airport security operations. Mr. Trump ordered last Friday that Transportation Security Administration workers be paid out of available agency funds.

Both the House and Senate, which have recessed for a two-week spring break, have special ceremonial sessions scheduled for early Thursday morning, when the stalled legislation could be taken up, approved and sent to the president as long as no lawmaker objects.

But ultraconservative Republicans were up in arms about the deal. Congressional officials cautioned Wednesday that plans were still in flux and that some lawmakers might demand an opportunity to vote on the legislation, which could require summoning members back from their recess. Leaders were confident, however, that the measure could ultimately clear both chambers with bipartisan support.

The agreement represents a sharp turnaround by the president and House Republicans, who last week condemned the funding compromise forged in the Senate, which senators had approved early Friday morning by unanimous agreement with no recorded vote. The G.O.P. representatives portrayed it as a surrender to Democratic obstruction and harshly derided it as a "joke," in Mr. Johnson's words.

But on Wednesday afternoon, Mr. Trump signaled a retreat was coming when he posted a demand on social media that Republicans deliver to his desk by June 1 a proposal to fund his immigration crackdown through a special budget process that could skirt a Democratic filibuster.

His turnabout appeared to have persuaded Mr. Johnson, who has fashioned his speakership almost exclusively as a vehicle for serving the president's desires, to back down and accept an idea he had dismissed just days ago as "ridiculousness."

Senator Chuck Schumer, Democrat of New York and the minority leader, credited his party's unity in refusing to fund immigration enforcement without limits on agents' tactics for forcing the Republican compromise.

"Throughout this fight, Senate Democrats never wavered," Mr. Schumer said in a statement. "We were clear from the start: Fund critical security, protect Americans, and no blank check for reckless ICE and border patrol enforcement."

Representative Hakeem Jeffries, Democrat of New York and the minority leader, also crowed about the outcome, issuing a statement that said: "Mike Johnson and House Republicans have come to realize that we will never bend the knee."

Administration officials earlier sought to break off some moderate Democrats who had joined with Republicans to end last fall's governmentwide shutdown, but they resisted. Republicans eventually concluded that Democrats were not going to back ICE and border control funding without strict new conditions on agent conduct that the White House was not willing to accept, leading to the Friday compromise passed in the early morning hours.

In balking at the legislation, Mr. Johnson and House Republicans made the misleading claim that it eliminated funding for the immigration agencies. In fact, those law enforcement operations were being funded through a $170 billion slush fund that Republicans had provided last year in their major tax cut and domestic policy package. Senators said they had been assured there was sufficient money available through that law to continue paying the agencies' employees through this year and perhaps longer.

In foreshadowing the agreement, Mr. Trump on Wednesday encouraged Republicans to move quickly to provide another infusion of money for ICE and Border Patrol operations through the rest of his term under the budget process that can be brought to the Senate floor and passed on a straight majority vote, making it immune from a filibuster.

"We are going to work as fast, and as focused, as possible to replenish funding for our Border and ICE Agents, and the Radical Left Democrats won't be able to stop us," Mr. Trump wrote on social media.

Republican leaders were hoping that Mr. Trump's backing would ease the difficulty of pushing the legislation through quickly, but some on the far right were continuing to raise objections.

Representative Scott Perry, a Pennsylvania Republican and a member of the far-right House Freedom Caucus, said that he opposed the newly announced plan to fund the Homeland Security Department.

"Let's make this simple: caving to Democrats and not paying CBP and ICE is agreeing to defund Law Enforcement and leaving our borders wide open again," he said in a social media post. "If that's the vote, I'm a NO."

After the agreement was disclosed, Senator Lindsey Graham, the South Carolina Republican who chairs the Budget Committee, said he would meet the president's June 1 deadline.

"To the American people: Help is on the way when it comes to making sure ICE and Border Patrol can do their job without being handcuffed by the desires of the Radical Left," Mr. Graham wrote on X.

Meeting that goal will not be easy. Reconciliation is complex and time-consuming, and needs to comport with a strict set of legislative rules. In addition, far-right activists and some Republican senators are urging that the central elements of a Republican voter registration and identification bill that is stalled in the Senate be incorporated into the measure, another complication. Lawmakers have various other favored ideas on what should be included in the bill.

Democrats, who would play no role in drafting the legislation, have also been skeptical that Republicans can remain unified enough to pass a party-line bill that addresses funding for ICE and other top G.O.P. priorities, particularly when they are faced with a narrow House majority and approaching midterm elections. Several swing-district lawmakers are carefully navigating immigration politics in an election year.

Some members of both parties have also already raised concerns that funding major agency operations outside the regular appropriations process through the budgetary maneuver sets a risky precedent and further dilutes the congressional power of the purse.

Luke Broadwater contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/01/us/politics/senate-house-homeland-security-shutdown.html
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Iran Is Skeptical About Diplomacy for Now, U.S. Intelligence Says

Any decision by Iran to keep fighting would complicate President Trump's stated goal of trying to end the war within weeks.

Multiple U.S. intelligence agencies have assessed that the Iranian government is not, for now, willing to engage in serious negotiations over ending the war. Arash Khamooshi for The New York Times



By Edward Wong and Julian E. Barnes
Reporting from Washington


Apr 02, 2026 at 04:18 a.m.

Multiple U.S. intelligence agencies have assessed in recent days that the Iranian government is not currently willing to engage in substantial negotiations over ending the U.S.-Israeli war, according to U.S. officials.

The assessments say the Iranian government believes it is in a strong position in the war and does not have to accede to America's diplomatic demands, the officials said. And while Iran is willing to keep channels open, they said, it does not trust the United States and does not think President Trump is serious about negotiations.

In the last year, Mr. Trump has ordered attacks on Iran twice in the middle of negotiations over the country's nuclear program.

The assessments align with recent statements from Iranian officials, who reject Mr. Trump's assertion that the two sides are making progress in discussions mediated by other countries. A spokesman for Iran's foreign ministry said on Wednesday that the government in Tehran had not asked for a cease-fire, despite a statement from Mr. Trump that morning that it had, an Iranian state news agency reported.

Mr. Trump told reporters on Tuesday that the U.S. military would wrap up its campaign against Iran in two to three weeks. But any decision by Iran that it should continue fighting would complicate that objective. The president said in a speech on Wednesday night that "if there is no deal," the U.S. military would strike "each and every one" of Iran's power plants, an act that would be widely considered a war crime.

The Iranian government could engage diplomatically under the right conditions, said two Iranian officials and a Pakistani official. Tehran wants to see that Washington is willing to talk seriously about ending the war and not just negotiate a temporary cease-fire, they said. They added that the language in public statements from Iran has been harsher than that of private messages it has passed to the United States.

Those officials and American ones spoke on the condition of anonymity for this article because of the sensitivities around wartime diplomacy and intelligence.

The funeral of the commander of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps on Wednesday. A hard-line faction of the I.R.G.C. has emerged as the most influential voice in the government, one that is less likely to make concessions. Arash Khamooshi for The New York Times


Mr. Trump wrote on social media on Wednesday that Iran's "New Regime President, much less Radicalized and far more intelligent than his predecessors, has just asked the United States of America for a CEASEFIRE!" But he said he would not consider that until Iran allowed ships to safely cross the Strait of Hormuz, which the Iranian military has effectively closed by attacking oil tankers.

Iran's Foreign Ministry spokesman, Esmail Baghaei, said on Wednesday that Mr. Trump's claim that his country had asked for a cease-fire was "false and baseless," according to the Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting, or IRIB, the state news organization.

The dilemma over the strait has become a pivot point in the war, as its closure roils global markets and forces countries around the world to make plans to ration fuel.

It was also unclear to whom Mr. Trump was referring when he said "New Regime President." The initial attacks by the United States and Israel killed Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, and some senior officials, but the president of Iran since 2024, Masoud Pezeshkian, is alive and remains in office. Iranian clerics have appointed a new supreme leader, Mojtaba Khamenei, the hard-line son of the deceased ayatollah who suffered leg injuries in the first strikes and has not been seen in public, according to Iranian and Israeli officials.

The United States and Iran are exchanging messages through intermediaries and perhaps directly, but are not in negotiations over terms of a cease-fire or ending the war, U.S. and Iranian officials said.

Mr. Pezeshkian, the Iranian president, on Wednesday released a letter addressed to the American people that suggested diplomacy might be possible, while also saying Iran would defy hostile powers. It was unclear whether the letter represented a consensus among Iranian leaders. On Tuesday, Mr. Pezeshkian said that the Trump administration's attacks during previous negotiations demonstrated that the United States "does not believe in diplomacy and is merely seeking to impose its own interests."

Mr. Trump has repeatedly spoken of the possibility of ending the war with a diplomatic settlement, but he has also threatened to escalate the war and expand the range of U.S. targets to energy infrastructure and desalination plants, attacks that many legal experts say would be war crimes.

 The intelligence assessments, which appear in multiple reports, have been consistent since the beginning of the conflict, one official said.

Senior Iranian officials continue to resist making the kinds of concessions on its nuclear program and ballistic missile production that the Trump administration has demanded.

Iran says it has a right to build a civilian nuclear program by enriching uranium, which U.S. officials oppose. And Iranian officials see the military's ballistic missiles as the country's main form of deterrence, analysts say. Iranian officials perceive the United States and Israel pressuring Iran to give up both of those as an infringement on the country's sovereignty.

Oil storage tanks in Shanghai. China is the biggest buyers of Iranian oil. Go Nakamura/Reuters


Mr. Trump and his top aides have vacillated in their public statements on their war goals and whether the U.S. military has already achieved them, which complicates any efforts at diplomacy.

In recent days, Mr. Trump has said that the United States has already destroyed two regimes in Iran in this war, and that a third, more compliant one is now in place. However, the current government, led by Mr. Khamenei, remains theocratic, authoritarian and anti-American, and has vowed to carry on the fight against the Americans.

Mr. Trump has pointed to other goals: He has said he wants to seize Iran's oil, and he brings up the nuclear program regularly. He also has discussed with U.S. military leaders whether American troops could enter Iran to seize a stockpile of highly enriched uranium that is believed to be in tunnels sealed by rubble as a result of American airstrikes last June.

The difficulties of diplomacy are exacerbated by the fact that major parts of the Iranian government are unable to communicate effectively after weeks of strikes by Israel and the United States.

Iranian officials are also wary of using certain communications channels they think are under surveillance by U.S. and Israeli spy agencies. The resulting confusion inside the government contributes to a lack of clarity on who in the Iranian leadership has the authority to make a deal, American officials said.

Iranian officials think they are fighting for the government's very survival, given the strength of the American and Israeli attack, according to current and former officials. Some Iranian officials are skeptical that any peace deal would be lasting. Their leadership fears Israel could carry out a new attack months later even if Iran were to enter into a deal, U.S. officials said.

The U.S. intelligence assessments saying that Iran is not currently ready to make a deal have not been previously reported. The Washington Post earlier reported that U.S. intelligence agencies have assessed that Iranian officials think they have the upper hand in the war.

Pakistan has become an intermediary in the diplomatic efforts because of ties between Pakistani and Iranian military leaders. In recent days, Pakistan has persuaded China to join it in publicly calling for an end to the war. China has commercial and military ties to Iran and is the biggest buyer of Iranian oil, but has been reluctant to engage in substantial diplomacy on the war.

China and Pakistan put out a joint five-point statement on Tuesday that called for, among other things, a cessation of hostilities and a reopening of the Strait of Hormuz to ship traffic. Iran has been letting China-bound ships cross the strait, but countries across Asia and elsewhere are starting to plan for dire fuel shortages.

Asked whether China could be a guarantor of a diplomatic agreement, Liu Pengyu, spokesman for the Chinese Embassy in Washington, said in a statement that "China supports all efforts conducive to easing tensions, de-escalating the situation and restoring dialogue."

"We call on parties to start peace talks as soon as possible," he added. "We stand ready to enhance communication and coordination with Pakistan and others to jointly work for a cease-fire and peace and stability in the region."

Farnaz Fassihi contributed reporting from New York, and Leily Nikounazar contributed research from Brussels.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/01/us/politics/trump-iran-war.html
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Hegseth Reverses Helicopter Crew Suspension Over Kid Rock Flyby

Videos posted Saturday showed the pro-Trump musician saluting two Apache attack choppers, which appeared to be the same ones that flew low over a "No Kings" rally in Nashville.

A military helicopter flew over a "No Kings" protest on Saturday in Nashville. George Walker IV/Associated Press



By Emily Cochrane and Eric Schmitt
Emily Cochrane lives in Nashville and covers the South. Eric Schmitt covers the Pentagon.


Mar 31, 2026 at 05:52 a.m.

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth on Tuesday abruptly reversed the suspension of Army crews that piloted two Apache helicopters close to the musician Kid Rock's residence in Nashville over the weekend.

Earlier on Tuesday, a spokesman said that the crew members involved had been barred from flight duties, a day after the Army began an inquiry into videos of the flyover posted on social media.

But Mr. Hegseth appeared to end both the suspensions and the investigation, with a social media post on Tuesday night declaring: "No punishment. No investigation. Carry on, patriots."

It was a remarkable intervention from the highest level of the Pentagon, circumventing the internal military chain of command. For Mr. Hegseth, who in his previous career as a Fox News host defended service members accused of war crimes, the decree was another indication of his contempt for legal guardrails in the military.

Hegseth's post came on the same day that President Trump told reporters at the White House that the crew members "probably should not have been doing it."

"You're not supposed to be playing games, right? I will take a look at it," Mr. Trump said, adding, jokingly, "They like Kid Rock. I like Kid Rock. Maybe they were trying to defend him."

Mr. Hegseth has also repeatedly clashed with the Army secretary, Daniel P. Driscoll, over personnel and administrative decisions, including by blocking the promotion of four Army officers to one-star generals. By reversing the suspension, he has waded into what had otherwise been a fairly routine disciplinary proceeding.

The Army directed a request for comment to Mr. Hegseth's office.

The end of the suspensions was the latest twist in the helicopter episode after Kid Rock, whose real name is Robert James Ritchie, posted two videos on social media on Saturday that prompted official scrutiny. One video shows Mr. Ritchie waving and saluting as a helicopter hovers near the pool at the 27,000-square-foot mansion he has christened the Southern White House, which is fashioned after the original structure in Washington.

In a second video, another helicopter can be seen flying above the first as Mr. Ritchie continues to wave. The musician, who has been vocal about his support for President Trump, shared the videos with some derogatory commentary about Gov. Gavin Newsom of California, adding "God Bless America and all those who have made the ultimate sacrifice to defend her."

Mr. Ritchie's manager did not respond to requests for comment.

The helicopter gunships also appeared to be the same ones that flew over a "No Kings" protest held on Saturday in Nashville, a maneuver that some attendees said felt like intimidation. (A spokesman said that the helicopter crews had been in the Nashville area for training, and he called their appearance over the rally "entirely coincidental.")

Maj. Jonathon Bless, a spokesman for the 101st Airborne Division, which is based about 60 miles north in Fort Campbell, Ky., said on Monday that an administrative review would "assess the mission and verify compliance with regulations and airspace requirements."

A day later, a separate Army spokesman, Maj. Montrell Russell, confirmed that the flight crews had been suspended from flight duty. The suspensions were first reported by NBC News. The crew members have not been identified.

"The Army takes any allegations of unauthorized or unsafe flight operations very seriously and is committed to enforcing standards and holding personnel accountable," Major Russell said.

While Major Bless did not address the rally portion of the flight, Pentagon officials said that it would be part of a review. They said the crew's training mission had been scheduled only for the airspace above Fort Campbell. They spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak publicly about the internal discussions.

Some of the people who attended the protest in Nashville said the brief flyover was jarring as they assembled in a park. Many in the sprawling crowd of thousands grumbled at what they said felt like a pointed maneuver, but did not leave.

Even for the couple of people familiar with the occasional training flight, and at least one other close flight over a Tennessee Titans game in 2021, it was an unusual sight.

"That's taxpayer dollars right there," said Sandra Sepulveda, a Nashville councilwoman who was at the protest and saw the helicopters. She added: "They could have chosen any other place, any other time to do a training exercise. So why was it this location specifically?"

The videos provoked some eye rolling in liberal-leaning Nashville. Mr. Ritchie, whose stardom began in the Detroit area with the image of a no-holds-barred party beast, has evolved into a conservative flag-bearer and cultural icon in the MAGA movement. He joined many conservatives in moving south to Tennessee, and most recently headlined counterprogramming to Bad Bunny's performance at the Super Bowl halftime show.

The military has faced scrutiny before for its use of helicopters during protests. In 2020, as thousands converged on Washington to protest the death of George Floyd, Army National Guard helicopters flew low and used the downward blast from their rotor blade to disperse protesters.

The appearances of the helicopters in Nashville were not the only incidents connected with No Kings rallies in Tennessee that raised alarm. In Memphis, roughly three hours away, a confrontation toward the end of the day became violent, as police officers used pepper spray and aggressively detained protesters whom they accused of failing to clear the road.

Three people were arrested and the officers involved have been placed on administrative leave during an investigation, Mayor Paul Young of Memphis said.
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Try Living in Cape Town, Where 70% of Downtown Housing Is for Tourists

A shortage of affordable housing in the coastal city in South Africa has forced many people to live far outside the city center, while tourists occupy prime real estate.

Cape Town. Many residents see the housing crisis as a continuation of apartheid segregation.



By John Eligon
Photographs by Joao Silva
Reporting from Cape Town


Apr 01, 2026 at 11:01 a.m.

On a Cape Town corner, two blocks from the crashing waves of the Atlantic Ocean, near high-end grocery stores, smash burger joints and matcha cafes, sits the Sage, a modern mid-rise condo building that many locals would love to call home.

Yet much of the building is designed to attract tourists, not local residents. More than a third of its residences are reserved for short-term rentals on Airbnb.

Two-bedroom apartments in the building cost as much as about $350 a night, nearly 40 percent of what a median-income family in Cape Town earns in a month. The average home price in the city is about $200,000. In Clifton, one of the city's most exclusive beach communities, the average home costs around $2.5 million.

Properties like the Sage are at the heart of a raging debate in this South African metropolis over affordable housing, tourism and the persistence of apartheid segregation.

From young professionals to the working poor, many Cape Town residents complain that out-of-control housing prices have forced them to live far from the jobs, affluent schools and healthy supermarkets available in the city center. They blame deep-pocketed tourists for occupying housing in prime locations and developers for pricing them out.

Some 70 percent of the downtown residential housing stock is dedicated to hotel rooms or short-term rentals, according to a report the city released last year.

"The city's actually being upgraded for tourists," said Lizanne Domingo, a telemarketer. She takes a daily two-hour commute to work each way because she can't afford to live close to the city, she said. "It's not for our own people because the cost of living is ridiculously expensive."

Sea Point, a popular tourist neighborhood in Cape Town, where many Airbnb properties are located.


Tourists visiting Bo-Kaap, a historical part of Cape Town.


The challenges in Cape Town may sound similar to those of over-tourism in European cities like Barcelona and Venice, or gentrification in New York and San Francisco. But Cape Town is notable for its multimillion-dollar coastal homes a short distance from sprawling informal settlements, where families have lived for generations in small shacks built from sheet metal and wood.

City officials argue that curbing tourism or banning Airbnb won't solve the problem. In order to grow, the city needs the 210,000 jobs and annual $1.7 billion in revenue that tourism generates, they say.

"We have to figure out ways to manage that pressure," said Geordin Hill-Lewis, the mayor of Cape Town. "But what we can't do is turn our backs on one of the only parts of the entire South African economy that is growing fast enough to actually get people out of poverty and into employment."

South Africans migrating from other parts of the country are the biggest source of pressure on the city's housing market, he said. They come to Cape Town hoping to take advantage of its services and economic opportunities.

But many Capetonians say the housing crisis is entrenching dynamics created during apartheid, when South Africa's white-minority government confined people of color to far-flung, dilapidated communities.


Ms. Domingo, 27, was raised near the city center in one of Cape Town's many informal settlements, sprawling areas that often have no electricity and where residents sometimes are forced to use buckets for toilets. Her family and most others in the settlement were colored, a multiracial classification created by the apartheid government.

She has bounced around from one hardscrabble dwelling to the next. After getting married and having three children, she at one point slept with her family of five in a single room that they rented in a three-bedroom house for $200 a month, just so they could live near the city.

Lizanne Domingo waiting for a bus in Chatsworth, a semi-rural community 35 miles from Cape Town.


A community in Chatsworth, where Ms. Domingo and her family live.


They have since settled in a squat two-bedroom home more than 35 miles from the city center. Ms. Domingo thinks about how her 1-year-old son has never even seen the beach.

"There's only one supermarket in our area," she said. "There's no police station. There's no fire brigade. There's no hospital. Where my kids are concerned, I'm just scared that they think that this is all that there is to life."

About 20 percent of Cape Town's population lives in informal settlements, said Francois Viruly, a property economist in Cape Town. The unemployment rate is also about 20 percent. Nine out of 10 families seeking housing can't afford to live downtown.

Tucked between a mountain and a rocky coastline, Cape Town boasts much cheaper real estate than comparable cities abroad. A one-bedroom rental in San Francisco typically goes for about $3,000 a month; along Cape Town's scenic coastline it's around $1,300.

But housing prices in the city have surged 38 percent over the past six years.

Mr. Hill-Lewis, the mayor, has implemented changes that he said could increase housing supply, such as accelerating the release of city-owned land and eliminating red tape for developers.

More government-subsidized housing has been built in Cape Town than in any other metropolitan area in South Africa since 1994, when apartheid ended. But none of those units have been built downtown.

The former Woodstock Hospital in Cape Town was occupied by activists in 2017 and is now home to hundreds of people who were homeless or evicted.


A home at the former Woodstock Hospital.


Officials for the Western Cape Province, which includes Cape Town, have unveiled three projects that are expected to deliver more than 1,900 units of government-subsidized housing downtown in the coming years. But residents say they aren't holding their breath.

Lucinda Jafthas and her family lived in an informal settlement near downtown for years. After a fire burned down the settlement, the government placed residents in nearby temporary homes in 2018. Ms. Jafthas's family was told they would eventually be placed in subsidized housing, she said. They're still waiting.

"Were you guys just dumping the people here so that you can get the piece of land and sell it or do whatever?" said Ms. Jafthas, a retail worker. "Are you ever planning to build houses for these people or must they die out here?"

Many Capetonians say they fear that the city's most vulnerable residents will lose out to the interests of developers.

That's what some residents argue is happening to them in a neighborhood called District Six.

The apartheid government declared the Cape Town district a whites-only area in 1966. More than 60,000 people, mostly colored, were displaced. But a few colored families were able to remain in six adjoining cottages that were owned by a Roman Catholic religious order, which fought against the evictions. The order more recently sold that property to a developer, who won a court order to evict the remaining families. A lawyer for the developer did not respond to a request for comment.

"It's like David and Goliath," said Sean Savage, 70, whose family has lived in the District Six cottages since 1928. "We're hoping and praying that we'll get some sort of final justice to this madness."

Lucinda Jafthas outside a transitional housing building where the government placed her and her family after their home burned down.


Sean Savage (in doorway) and fellow residents of Cape Town's District Six, who have been fighting against eviction.


Since 2019, the number of Airbnb listings in Cape Town has increased by 92 percent to nearly 27,000, according to data from Inside Airbnb, an advocacy group.

An Airbnb spokeswoman said the number of listings in Cape Town that are active and can be found with the site's search tool has actually decreased. She added that cities that have banned or restricted short-term renting have not seen a decrease in overall rental prices.

Cape Town officials have proposed raising taxes on housing units that are used primarily for short-term rentals. Housing activists are calling for more changes, including requiring developers to reserve units for affordable housing.

For now, residents are doing their best to find what's available and within their means.

Through a friend, Zamo Tana learned of a new development about a 15-minute drive from downtown Cape Town. There was a studio rental available for $400 a month -- a steal.

The new building, with 241 affordable rental units, offered more space and amenities, and a shorter commute to work. Mr. Tana, 26, said he immediately contacted the building and secured the unit.

When his girlfriend, Mamello Moeketsi, stepped into the apartment for the first time on a recent evening, she could not contain her joy. Ms. Moeketsi, 23, stood in front of the bathroom mirror with her hands clasped. The couple's old place did not have a mirror in the bathroom, she said. She looked out the window and relished the thought of watching sunrises and sunsets from their unit.

"We hit the jackpot," she said.

Mamello Moeketsi in the bathroom of her new apartment, which is only a 15-minute drive from Cape Town's city center.


@John Eligon

I've lived in southern Africa, visited Cape Town many times, staying in AirBnBs. I also support African medical residents, who go to Cape Town for training and struggle to afford housing.

My home town is Portland, Maine. When I returned from Africa, I found housing prices had doubled. Near the waterfront, where I was born, it seems all the units are now tourist rentals. Where there once was a commercial boat yard, Epstein class mega-yachts now line up in the summer. In open spaces tent encampments popped up where the homeless lived under tarps.

The problems are more similar than different and stem from economic inequality. South Africa has long had some of the worst economic inequality in the world, but the USA is catching up. Both places need tax reform that makes it difficult to hoard wealth and real estate. Tax billionaires, tax second homes, tax mega-yachts out of existence. AirBnBs in Cape Town are a fantastic deal right now. Taxing them heavily will not deter tourism.@John Eligon We were in Cape Town some years ago and found it to be the most spectacular location of any place we ever visited. But the reality is that there are the tin and paper shack "in extremis." Maybe there could be a housing incentive for developers: donate maybe 10% of the cost of a new building with funds dedicated to improving housing for those less fortunate. Another would be to place a "housing tax" on these short term rentals. People who want to be in Cape Town will not object to paying maybe a 10% surcharge for their vacation plans: I wouldn't.One thing that stood out to me in reporting this story is how Cape Town is different than many other cities around the world that also have heated debates over affordable housing, tourism and Airbnb. What's different in Cape Town is that the city is actually made up of two worlds: the developing world and the developed world. 

There are massive communities of makeshift tin shacks that have been permanent homes for generations of families. You don't see this type and scale of developing world poverty in places like New York, Barcelona, Venice, San Francisco, etc. Those cities can afford to do things that might dampen their tourism industries because they don't have developing world problems to deal with.

Cape Town, on the other hand, doesn't have that luxury. That leaves city leaders in a bit of a quandary: How do you promote robust tourism and all the revenue and jobs it brings, but also ensure that it doesn't marginalize/displace your local population? 

The city, run by a center-right mayor, is taking an approach that largely allows the free market to operate freely, but uses incentives, zoning changes and targeted investments to try to create a housing market that is more affordable and inclusive. Yet many Capetonians feel like they are being left behind.

I would be interested to hear your suggestions on how Cape Town can tackle this housing affordability problem? Are there models in cities that you've seen work that you would recommend?
Zimasa Matiwane contributed reporting from Cape Town and June Kim from New York.
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Justice Dept. Struggles to Respond to Trump's Suit Against I.R.S.

Officials at the department and the White House are in the middle of a messy and complicated debate over how to respond to President Trump's lawsuit demanding $10 billion from the I.R.S.

President Trump filed a lawsuit demanding at least $10 billion from the I.R.S. Tierney L. Cross/The New York Times



By Andrew Duehren and Alan Feuer
Andrew Duehren covers the I.R.S., and Alan Feuer writes about the Justice Department.


Apr 01, 2026 at 05:47 a.m.

The Justice Department is struggling to decide how to respond to President Trump's lawsuit demanding at least $10 billion from the I.R.S., as the department's lawyers try to resolve by a mid-April deadline the profound ethical questions the case raises, according to two people familiar with the dynamic.

In late January, Mr. Trump took the extraordinary step of suing a federal agency that he oversees, accusing the I.R.S. of not doing enough to prevent the leak of his tax returns to The New York Times in 2020. The suit immediately elicited questions about whether and how Trump administration officials would defend against a lawsuit filed by the head of the executive branch. The government has not yet responded to the case.

Inside the Justice Department and the White House, senior officials are in the middle of a messy and complicated debate over their next steps, according to the people familiar with the deliberations, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe internal discussions.

While former Justice Department officials see clear flaws in the president's case, some Trump administration officials worry that assigning a lawyer to contest it would pose an unworkable conflict, given that such a person ultimately works for the president, according to the two people. Defending the case could also contradict a White House executive order that binds all government lawyers to the president's interpretation of the law.

Another option under consideration is to try to delay the case, either by requesting more time to respond to the suit or by asking the judge to put it on hold until after Mr. Trump leaves office in 2029. Mr. Trump's lawyers served the government with the suit on Feb. 18, giving the Justice Department 60 days to respond.

The Justice Department could also ask the judge in the Southern District of Florida presiding over the case, Kathleen M. Williams, an Obama nominee, to take other action to resolve the conflict of interest faced by the government's attorneys, the people said. The judge could appoint an independent counsel to defend the case instead of the Justice Department, for example.

Settling the case would involve some of the president's top aides, including one of his own former defense lawyers, approving a potentially gigantic disbursement of taxpayer dollars to Mr. Trump and his family, a possibility that is likely to provoke political blowback.

Regardless, Trump administration officials expect that they will ultimately have to consult Mr. Trump himself on how the government should respond to his lawsuit, the people said.

Mr. Trump has said that he would donate any winnings from the suit to charity.

"Anything I win, I'm going to give 100 percent to charity," he said in February.

The White House referred questions to the Justice Department, which did not respond to a request for comment.

The I.R.S. building in Washington. Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times


Mr. Trump's suit against the I.R.S., which the Justice Department represents in federal court, is not his only attempt to extract legal damages from the government he leads.

In private administrative claims, he has also asked for the Justice Department to pay him $230 million as compensation for the federal investigations into him. Mr. Trump's I.R.S. suit seeks an order of magnitude more money than his other claims, and will also play out as part of a public lawsuit, creating more complexity for the Justice Department.

The president's suit, which he filed alongside two of his sons and his family business, argues that the I.R.S. did not do enough to prevent Charles Littlejohn, a former I.R.S. contractor, from disseminating Mr. Trump's tax returns to The Times. In 2020, citing Mr. Trump's tax returns, The Times published a series of articles revealing that he had paid little or no income tax for years.

In early 2024, Mr. Littlejohn was sentenced to five years in prison for disclosing tax information about Mr. Trump and thousands of other wealthy Americans to The Times and ProPublica. In addition to imposing criminal penalties, federal law also allows people to sue the I.R.S. over the unauthorized disclosure of their tax information.

Those suits are supposed to be brought within two years of a taxpayer learning about the disclosure of their tax information. In his suit, Mr. Trump said that he did not learn that his tax information had come from the I.R.S. until Jan. 29, 2024, exactly two years before he filed his suit, when he received a formal notice from the I.R.S. about the disclosure.

But some former I.R.S. and Justice Department officials, in a friend-of-the-court brief filed in Mr. Trump's suit, said that Mr. Trump must have known about Mr. Littlejohn's responsibility for the leak earlier. The brief notes that Alina Habba, identifying herself at the time as a lawyer for Mr. Trump, attended Mr. Littlejohn's guilty plea in October 2023.

In a normal proceeding, the Justice Department would likely start by trying to throw out the case because it came too late, former department attorneys said. In other cases stemming from the leaks, government lawyers have also said the I.R.S. could not be blamed for Mr. Littlejohn's actions, since he was a contractor for Booz Allen Hamilton and not an I.R.S. employee.

Mr. Trump's demand for at least $10 billion in damages for the leak struck several former tax lawyers at the Justice Department as outlandish.

"It's outrageous that the head of the executive would shake down an agency like this," said Charles Duffy, who once worked in the tax division of the department.
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U.S. Assures Colombian President He Does Not Face Charges Right Now

The Justice Department is examining Gustavo Petro for possible ties to drug traffickers. U.S. officials have told him that for now he does not face criminal charges arising from the probes.

President Gustavo Petro of Colombia at the presidential palace in Bogota in March. Federico Rios for The New York Times



By Annie Correal



Apr 01, 2026 at 12:05 a.m.

President Trump and Colombia's left-wing president, Gustavo Petro, have had a volatile relationship, with Mr. Trump shifting from calling Mr. Petro a "sick man" and a "drug leader," to later, "great!"

When The New York Times recently revealed that federal prosecutors in New York were investigating Mr. Petro for possible links to drug traffickers, many took it as a sign that relations had taken yet another turn.

The report came months after the United States captured Venezuela's president, Nicolas Maduro, on sweeping drug charges, prompting political commentators to wonder if U.S. authorities had an indictment prepared for Mr. Petro, too.

But U.S. officials have assured Colombia's government that Mr. Petro does not face criminal charges related to the New York investigations right now, according to four officials from the United States and Colombia, who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive matter.

U.S. officials may want to reassure Mr. Petro, political analysts said, because Colombia faces the first round of presidential elections on May 31. Though limited to a single term, Mr. Petro can influence his left-wing party's candidate, Ivan Cepeda, who is leading in the polls.

Mr. Cepeda, known for his work on human rights and peace negotiations, has not committed to the military strategy Mr. Petro has recently deployed against his country's powerful trafficking groups, including former leftist rebels involved in the cocaine trade.

Mr. Petro is term limited, but his party's candidate, Ivan Cepeda, is leading in the polls. Pablo Vera/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


The Trump administration is pushing a hard-line, military approach across the region aimed at eradicating cartels and trafficking groups.

The Justice Department's two criminal investigations into Mr. Petro, which are separate, are in their early stages, and it is unclear if either could result in criminal charges, The Times reported. The inquiries have been exploring, among other things, possible meetings Mr. Petro may have had with drug traffickers and whether his presidential campaign solicited donations from traffickers.

Mr. Petro denied having any ties to drug traffickers.

Legal experts say U.S. federal prosecutors often open investigations into politicians, including heads of state, without ultimately bringing charges. Allegations can arise from broader investigations into corruption, drug trafficking, and other crimes.

It is rare for the U.S. government to bring charges against a sitting head of state. Charges will often be unsealed after a leader leaves office.

While such high-profile, sensitive criminal investigations are generally conducted in secret, The Times' reporting on the investigations uncovered no indication that the White House played any role in initiating the inquiries into Mr. Petro. 

The White House referred a request for comment to the Justice Department; federal prosecutors have declined to comment on The Times' reporting. The State Department also declined to comment for this article.

Mr. Petro, his country's first left-wing president, drew Mr. Trump's ire last year with frequent, fiery critiques of his policies toward Latin America and even Gaza. Mr. Trump publicly threatened Mr. Petro with both steep tariffs and military action; U.S. authorities revoked his visa and placed sanctions on him.

The two leaders recently appeared to turn a new leaf, with phone calls and a White House meeting in February that both described in enthusiastic terms and said had been focused on working together to combat Colombia's trafficking groups.

Mr. Trump has at times drastically changed his assessment of political foes after speaking with them.

A farmer collecting coca leaves in Putumayo, Colombia.  Federico Rios for The New York Times


The criminal investigations have been viewed with deep skepticism in Colombia, at a time when the U.S. Department of Justice is widely viewed as a tool that Mr. Trump uses to go after his enemies.

According to Rachel Barkow, an N.Y.U. law professor, federal prosecutors around the country are still undertaking the same kinds of prosecutions that they always have. "But the outside public doesn't know which ones are tainted and which ones are the business-as-usual prosecution -- and that's the problem that we have now."

News of the investigations also comes at a time when Mr. Trump, eager to exert American dominance over the hemisphere, has intervened in several Latin American elections, helping to fuel a right-wing wave.

The Colombian Embassy in Washington issued a strongly worded statement refuting the Times report. Mr. Petro described it as election interference.

Politicians on the right seized on it as a political gift.

Abelardo de la Espriella, a far-right candidate, said in a video that the time had come for Mr. Petro to respond for his "scandals." 

Mr. Petro replied to Mr. de la Espriella, saying, "I'm not interested in the investigations in the United States because in my country, I have never been accused of anything like what is suggested." Prosecutors in Colombia have never brought criminal charges against Mr. Petro.

Many in Colombia see the news report as timed to affect elections, said Maria Jimena Duzan, a prominent Colombian investigative journalist. "Here, people feel it is an act of intervention," she said.

Abelardo de la Espriella, a far-right candidate, is running against a candidate from Mr. Petro's party. Luisa Gonzalez/Reuters


Popular figures on the right, including former president Alvaro Uribe, have sought to extend the shadow cast on Mr. Petro to Mr. Cepeda, the left-wing candidate.

Mr. Cepeda did not respond to a request for comment but has publicly dismissed the investigations as "rumors" intended to damage Mr. Petro's image for "political and electoral purposes."

But news of the investigations could ultimately benefit the left, Ms. Duzan noted.

"It could help Petro's candidate," she said, explaining that Mr. Petro's popularity has surged whenever Colombians have felt that he was under attack by Mr. Trump.

That same effect could now benefit Mr. Cepeda.

Several days after the Times report appeared, a poll showed Mr. Cepeda remained in the lead and had gained ground. 

Despite the news of the probes, Mr. Petro has mostly held his tongue. Many Colombians had expected that he would revert to verbal attacks on Mr. Trump, said Luisa Maria Lozano, director of political science at Colombia's Universidad de La Sabana.

Instead, a "tense calm" has prevailed. Mr. Trump has also stayed quiet.

Mr. Petro in his office with a map of Colombia showing areas of coca cultivation. Federico Rios for The New York Times


Officials have likely sought to downplay the investigations, analysts said, at a critical juncture.

The Trump administration has recently broadened an antidrug push beyond fentanyl, making it a priority to "smash the grip of cartels and criminal gangs" across Latin America, as Mr. Trump said at a recent summit of the region's conservative leaders in Florida.

Mr. Petro, who was not invited, has nevertheless taken a harder line on his country's powerful armed groups.

After peace talks with the groups failed, "the military is engaging in the proverbial war against drugs that it always has," said Juan Gabriel Takotlian, an international relations expert who specializes in Colombia.

Should Mr. Cepeda win, U.S. officials want "continuity" with Mr. Petro's approach, he said, adding that Colombia is also a key partner as the United States works to stabilize neighboring Venezuela.

Another staunch leftist is surely not Mr. Trump's first choice for president, said Ms. Lozano, the political scientist. Yet what appears to be most important is having a collaborative leader in office, she added, pointing to Mr. Trump's alliance with Venezuela's interim leader, Delcy Rodriguez, an avowed socialist.

"At the end of the day, Trump is looking for a government that aligns and collaborates with the United States," she said.

Luis Ferre-Sadurni contributed reporting from Bogota, and Jonah E. Bromwich, Nicole Hong and William K. Rashbaum contributed reporting from New York.
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Miami Imagines Itself With Trump's Glitzy Library at Center Stage

The president's foundation released a video showing a gleaming tower by Biscayne Bay emblazoned with his name. It would dominate the skyline.

President Trump plans to use the prime property with bay views donated to him by the state of Florida to maximum effect. Kirby Lee/Imagn Images, via Reuters Connect



By Audra D. S. Burch, David C. Adams and Patricia Mazzei
Reporting from Miami


Apr 01, 2026 at 04:41 a.m.

The flashiness of the future presidential library of a brash New York developer known for his love of gilded glitz was never in doubt. But the video rendering that President Trump's library foundation posted online on Monday, showing a gleaming skyscraper in downtown Miami, raised a few eyebrows and dropped a few jaws.

Huge Trump lettering. A replica Air Force One. A golden escalator, and a golden statue of Trump raising a fist. A building with many more stories than any other around it.

Details about the design were few, but the takeaway was clear: Mr. Trump plans to use the prime bay-view property that the state of Florida donated to him to maximum effect. His plans would reshape the Miami skyline to make his branded building impossible to escape.

On Tuesday, opinions on the streets of downtown Miami were decidedly mixed. Several people professed bafflement at the scope of the project, at least as depicted in the video.

"It's grotesque," said Dominick Auci, 64, a pharmaceutical scientist who lives near the proposed library site along Biscayne Boulevard.

Carla Prieto, a second-year international student at Miami Dade College who moved to the city two years ago from Spain, called it "ridiculous."

"Why does it have to be the biggest building?" she said. "Is that to show he is the best of the best?"

She did not mind the idea of a library downtown where the public could learn about Mr. Trump's presidencies. But, she added, "For me, this building is too much."

The library would contain many totems of Trump-style luxury and lore. Donald J. Trump Presidential Library Foundation, Inc.


Johnathan Cyprien, a 35-year-old real estate broker, lives in a three-bedroom condo walking distance from the proposed library. Though the project has drawn criticism, Mr. Cyprien said he views it apart from politics and strictly from a business perspective.

He called the glass tower a reflection of Mr. Trump's big personality and his roots in real estate. Mr. Cyprien also thought it could be a promising addition to downtown, noting nearby cultural institutions such as the Perez Art Museum Miami and the Phillip and Patricia Frost Museum of Science. The library site is also next to the Freedom Tower, where Cuban refugees who arrived in South Florida decades ago were given assistance.

"Donald Trump is someone who is focused on his name and legacy and his brand," said Mr. Cyprien, a retired professional football player. "Trump is all about location, location, location. This project tells me that tourism will continue to grow. This will help downtown turn into a more lively place."

Elliot Green, 34, an English tourist pushing his daughter in a stroller in search of a nearby park, said that the reaction to the tower was overblown.

"I think maybe because it's Trump it's getting more of a reaction than it should be," Mr. Green said. "But that's Trump, that's what he does. He evokes emotion."

He also evokes commerce. Though the property is currently a parking lot, nothing would preclude the building of condos, restaurants or a hotel. Under the terms of the transaction with the state, only certain "components" of the property would be required to house a presidential library, museum or center.

Already, there are moves underway to oppose the project.

Dr. Marvin Dunn, a Miami historian, has sued before and says he plans to sue again. Martina Tuaty for The New York Times


"It's gross," said Marvin Dunn, a Florida historian and activist who sued the state last year over the project. "That thing would be an obstruction on the skyline of the city of Miami. I don't think the people of Miami want that to be what people see as they approach the city from the sea."

Last year, Dr. Dunn accused the board of trustees of Miami Dade College, a public institution that owned the 2.6-acre property, of failing to give the public sufficient notice before a meeting at which members conveyed the land to the state to deed to Mr. Trump's library foundation. A judge ruled in his favor. Eventually, the board held another vote and approved the land transfer to the nonprofit foundation raising funds for the library.

On Tuesday, Dr. Dunn said he plans to sue again, this time arguing that the board had failed in its fiduciary responsibility to protect the school's assets and had harmed its students.

He said video made it seem that the library might not fit on the property. "Where is the airplane going to go?" he asked of the Air Force One replica. A Boeing 747 is about 225 feet long.

The video rendering was created by Bermello Ajamil, an architectural firm based in Coral Gables, Fla. Willy A. Bermello, the firm's principal, said in a statement that the library's "strategic downtown location basically guarantees that more visitors will visit this destination than any other in history."

Mr. Bermello declined an interview request, and the Trump library foundation did not respond to a request for comment.

The library site is also next to the Freedom Tower, where Cuban refugees were given assistance decades ago when they arrived in South Florida. Alfonso Duran for The New York Times


The sheer size of the building depicted in the video, which appeared to include A.I.-generated images, might have surprised some people. But experts familiar with Miami's zoning code knew from the start that the library property was incredibly valuable -- worth more than $300 million, according to at least one estimate -- in large part because of how much could be built on it.

The downtown site is near public transportation and lacks a parking requirement, a rarity for towers built in Miami. It is also in the heart of the city's urban core, where the most dense construction is allowed.

Anne-Christine Carrie, an urban planner and planning consultant who is an expert on Miami's zoning code, said that the city typically requires "transitional" building plans -- that is, that buildings grow gradually in height. Construction of a skyscraper would likely "set a new standard" in downtown Miami, she said, "so that now everything could be just as tall."

The Trump foundation would eventually have to file detailed plans for city approval. They would likely go before an architectural panel, Ms. Carrie said, and perhaps require additional review because of nearby archaeological findings. But Miami's zoning code would otherwise appear to allow a skyscraper on the site, she noted.

Mr. Green, who as an English tourist was unencumbered by local rules and American politics, afforded an outsider's perspective.

"Everything in America is over the top," he said, "so I don't see how this is any different."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/31/us/miami-trump-library-reaction.html
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In South Dakota, Neighbors Feel Sorry for Kristi Noem's Husband

In the tiny town of Castlewood, S.D., where everyone knows the Noems, the prevailing sense was that people can't help but feel bad for Bryon Noem after a tabloid photo leak.

Castlewood is not far from the Noem family farm in South Dakota.



By Shawn McCreesh
Reporting from Castlewood, S.D.


Apr 01, 2026 at 07:48 a.m.

That couldn't be him, could it?

The cartoonishly large breasts. The pink spandex. The come-hither stare.

"Must be A.I.," a burly cattle rancher named Kevin Ruesink said as he inspected pictures of his neighbor Bryon Noem that had been published by The Daily Mail on Tuesday morning. The rancher was playing pinochle in the back of a convenience store with five other men in the tiny town of Castlewood, S.D., not far from the Noem family farm.

These men all knew Bryon Noem as the nice, tall insurance salesman who married Kristi Arnold, the town beauty queen who grew up to be governor. But now there were these pictures.

Bryon Noem, the husband of the former homeland security secretary Kristi Noem, during a House hearing in December. Kenny Holston/The New York Times


The rancher squinted at them with a mixture of suspicion and pity. "I grew up playing ball with Bryon," he said. "I've never known him to be part of stuff like that. I don't believe that at all."

The British tabloid report on Tuesday was the latest and most dramatic development in the saga of Kristi Noem, who was sacked as homeland security chief earlier this month, the first Trump cabinet member to get the old heave-ho this term. She quickly put out a statement saying that she was "devastated" by the images of her husband and that "the family was blindsided by this."

In response to multiple requests for an interview, Mr. Noem wrote in a text message on Tuesday: "I will at some point. Today is not the day. I appreciate your heart."

While the pictures of Ms. Noem's husband with what appear to be enormous inflated balloons under his spandex shirt ricocheted across the internet, becoming a political punchline for her many, many enemies, the reaction back on the proverbial ranch was a little more ... tenderhearted.

The photographs published by The Daily Mail on Tuesday were met with skepticism in Castlewood.  Ben Brewer for The New York Times


In interviews with locals and friends of the couple before and after The Daily Mail published its pictures, the prevailing sense that emerged was this: People can't help but feel sorry for Bryon Noem.

His marriage had been the talk of the prairie since long before Tuesday.

Castlewood is part of a larger community with Watertown, a more sizable town about a 15-minute drive north. Many who live in these parts have known the Noems since they were high school sweethearts who got engaged on the Fourth of July in 1991, when Bryon proposed while they watched fireworks from aboard his Grandpa Mitchell's boat out on Lake Kampeska. A lot of people here say they remember Ms. Noem when she was still Kristi Arnold, working in her mother's coffee shop in Watertown. (It was called Past Times.) People still refer to Ms. Noem (often sarcastically) as "the Snow Queen," after the state pageant she won when she was young.

The Noems in Sioux Falls, S.D., in 2014, after Ms. Noem won re-election to Congress. Michael Conroy/Associated Press


The Snow Queen's dominion over ICE made her a controversial figure, even to some here. But her husband has always been a well-liked fellow around town. He's got a little storefront office for his insurance business in Watertown. ("Old fashioned service, Easy as pie!" his sign reads). He advertises every week in the local newspaper, The Hamlin County Republican, and he goes to church like a good Christian, as one old man put it on Tuesday. Mr. Noem does not talk politics much, at least not in public.

The couple have three adult children and several grandchildren. Some locals said it wasn't unusual to occasionally see husband and wife out at restaurants and birthday parties around town.

Still, others in town have long suspected something untoward between Ms. Noem and her lieutenant, Corey Lewandowski, who has been by her side for years now. Locals were aware of that moment earlier this month when Ms. Noem was asked, under oath, at a hearing on Capitol Hill whether she'd had sexual relations with Mr. Lewandowski while she was running the Homeland Security Department. She called the question "tabloid garbage." But she didn't say no.

The moment was made all the more awkward by the fact that Mr. Noem had accompanied his wife to the hearing, though he did not appear to be in the room when she was asked that particularly awkward question.

Mr. Noem, right, attended a House hearing in early March where Ms. Noem, then the homeland security secretary, testified. Eric Lee for The New York Times


"I felt horrible for her husband being there," said Nancy Turbak, a former Democratic state senator who runs a law office out of an old post office building in Watertown. Mr. Noem is her insurance salesman, and a friend of her sons'.

"It appears he has consistently been supportive of her," Ms. Turbak said from a high-backed chair in her office, a buffalo head and a painting of Teddy Roosevelt mounted on the walls above her. The way she saw it, Mr. Noem was "tolerating whatever it was she was doing, and yet, she would bring him there for her own benefit and then subject him to that humiliation."

And so, people around town were wincing for him on Tuesday.

"I am sorry that Bryon is now the subject of so much attention himself, and for any embarrassment he's experiencing," Ms. Turbak said after the Daily Mail article dropped. "He never asked for the public life in the first place, and I know him to be a kind and decent man. I wish he were not going through this."

Mr. Noem accompanied Ms. Noem during her Senate confirmation hearing in January 2025. Haiyun Jiang for The New York Times


One person who has known the Noem family for many years is Brad Johnson, a real estate appraiser, conservationist and newspaper columnist who splits his time between Watertown and Rapid City. "People know Bryon as the supportive husband who worked to maintain a normal family life as Kristi's profile skyrocketed," Mr. Johnson said on Tuesday. "It shows the price of power and fame is very high. But, Kristi invited this type of coverage by her actions at the Department of Homeland Security."

On the edge of Castlewood, there is a gas station that sells AR-15s. Dozens of animal heads hang from the walls. "Kristi for Governor" stickers stick to the countertops. One man who was in there Tuesday morning looked at the report in The Daily Mail and shook his head sorrowfully. He didn't know what to believe about Bryon Noem. Only that he liked him.

"Such a nice man," he said. "It just tears me up."

Mr. Noem's insurance business in Watertown, S.D., on Tuesday. Locals said he goes to church and does not talk politics much, at least in public. Ben Brewer for The New York Times
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Bruce Springsteen Brings Fiery Speeches and Songs to Minneapolis

The E Street Band opened its Land of Hope and Dreams tour on Tuesday night, where the musician asked the crowd to choose "unity over division and peace over war."

Bruce Springsteen and the E Street band onstage in Minneapolis on Tuesday night, where the group opened its Land of Hope and Dreams tour.



By Evelyn McDonnell
Reporting from Minneapolis


Apr 01, 2026 at 08:53 p.m.

Bruce Springsteen has a rare talent for capturing cultural flash points and crystallizing them in song. The proud son of New Jersey did it in 2001 with "American Skin (41 Shots)," about the killing of Amadou Diallo, an unarmed Black man, by police. He did it in 2002 with "The Rising," an album about recovery and resilience after the attack on the World Trade Center, and again in 2006, when his performance of songs including "We Shall Overcome" and "My City of Ruins" in New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina brought the audience at the Jazz & Heritage Festival to tears.

And in 2026, he has tapped the zeitgeist with "Streets of Minneapolis," a Dylanesque ode written and released just days after ICE officers fatally shot Renee Nicole Good and Alex Pretti in the Twin Cities.

Springsteen and the E Street Band played the new tune Tuesday at the first night of their Land of Hope and Dreams tour in Minneapolis, as part of a blistering six-song opening salvo that included "Darkness on the Edge of Town," the title track of his 1978 album about oppression and depression.

"This past winter, federal troops brought death and terror to the streets of Minneapolis," Springsteen, 76, said to the packed Target Center. "Well they picked the wrong town. The power, the solidarity of the people of Minneapolis, of Minnesota, was an inspiration to the entire country. Your strength and your commitment told us this is still America. And this will not stand."

 Galen Fletcher for The New York Times

 Galen Fletcher for The New York Times

 Galen Fletcher for The New York Times

 Galen Fletcher for The New York Times

Sprinsgsteen said at the Target Center that the concerts had not been planned, but were inspired by the Minnesota resistance. Fans showed up showing their pride in their city, and love for the musician.

The crowd of nearly 18,000 held lighted cellphones aloft, creating a sea of stars as they shouted along to the lyrics "ICE out now!" once, twice, three times, and then four, louder each time. They booed the names Noem and Miller and cheered for Good and Pretti. Nearby, a man stood weeping.

Springsteen had come out swinging, telling the crowd, "Tonight we ask all of you to join with us in choosing hope over fear, democracy over authoritarianism, the rule of law over lawlessness, ethics over unbridled corruption, resistance over complacency, unity over division and peace over war."

The last, shouted word was the first of the opening song, the 1970 protest anthem "War" by Edwin Starr. The cover was immediately followed by another antiwar song, Springsteen's own "Born in the USA." The 1984 hit offered a doubly timely message: It is currently being used by the American Civil Liberties Union in its campaign to support the birthright citizenship case, which is being argued in the Supreme Court beginning on Wednesday.

Springsteen took the stage just three days after having performed at the No Kings rally at the Minnesota state capitol. Galen Fletcher for The New York Times


Since Springsteen opened his European tour last May by calling on "the righteous power of art, of music, of rock 'n' roll, in dangerous times," the 20-time Grammy winner has had a momentous year. A boxed set of previously unreleased albums, a biopic, a protest anthem, an entire academic conference about his work, and now this tour. He said at the Target Center that the concerts had not been planned, but were inspired by the Minnesota resistance. The final date is May 27 in Washington.

The 17-member group was joined on several songs by the Rage Against the Machine guitarist Tom Morello, who has toured with Springsteen before. (Patti Scialfa did not perform; the musician, who is married to Springsteen, announced she has cancer in 2024.) Morello, a Gen X-er, provides the most dynamic counterpart to Springsteen's old-school heroics since the E Streeters lost the sax player Clarence Clemons to complications of a stroke in 2011. On "The Ghost of Tom Joad," a 1995 protest ballad based on John Steinbeck's novel about Dust Bowl migrants, "The Grapes of Wrath," Morello played a punk-metal-hip-hop soliloquy on a guitar painted with the message "Arm the Homeless." As he swirled around the stage, ripping note after incendiary note, the crowd rose to its feet.

The E Streeters next slammed into the opening riff of "Badlands," another song from "Darkness," but this one about escape and redemption. Like so many of the tunes Springsteen performed, the lyrics took on new meaning in 2026: "Poor man wanna be rich, rich man wanna be king / And a king ain't satisfied, 'til he rules everything," Springsteen sang just three days after having performed at the No Kings rally at the Minnesota State Capitol.

For almost three hours Bruce never left the stage. After turning off the lights briefly, he came back to the front to the sound of notes that probably everyone there recognized. "For the maestro," he said, and the band played "Purple Rain." No kings, but yes, Prince.

He gave a final speech, speaking about the freedom to disagree. "Now I go back to thinking about Renee Good's last words before she died, he said. "To the man who she was protesting against, the man who would take her life, she said, 'That's fine dude, I'm not mad at you.' I'm not mad. God bless her."

Then Springsteen closed with a song by another Minnesota legend, Bob Dylan's "Chimes of Freedom."
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One of Apple's First Employees Looks Back at 50 Years

In 1976, 14-year-old Chris Espinosa rode a moped to his job demonstrating computers made in Steve Jobs's childhood home. The company has changed, but he's still there.

Chris Espinosa holding his original Apple ID.



By Kalley Huang
Reporting from Cupertino, Calif.


Apr 01, 2026 at 04:02 p.m.

In 1976, Chris Espinosa rode his Puch moped a mile and a half every Wednesday afternoon, parked it and went to work. Just 14 years old, he still had to go to school and didn't have a driver's license. But his employer, Apple Computer, had customers who wanted to try its earliest computer, and Mr. Espinosa was responsible for demonstrating it.

Mr. Espinosa's job has changed many times in the 50 years since. But he still works for Apple.

Mr. Espinosa, 64, is one among an increasingly rare breed in today's economy: people who have spent all of their lives working for one company. It is even harder to find somebody like him in Silicon Valley, where companies start up and shut down overnight and software engineers, product managers and others switch jobs every couple of years.

On Wednesday, Apple turned 50. Few have witnessed its transformation as closely as Mr. Espinosa, its longest-tenured employee. When Steve Jobs and Steve Wozniak signed the documents to start Apple in 1976, Silicon Valley's fruit orchards hadn't yet been taken over by office parks. Mr. Espinosa became employee No. 8 at the scrappy start-up that assembled computers by hand in Mr. Jobs's childhood home.

Apple's co-founders, Steve Wozniak, left, and Steve Jobs, with an early circuit board. Apple

The Apple, a personal computer with color graphics and easy-to-use software, was introduced in 1977. Here, the Apple IIe, which was released in 1983. Apple


"It was a time of both great promise and great trepidation," Mr. Espinosa said. "The ability to have a great idea, start a company and then either not find your customers and go out of business or not manage growth and go out of business -- that was just the rule."

In half a century, Apple has risen, fallen and risen again. A mythology has developed around the company as it has become one of the most valuable outfits in the world. Mr. Jobs, who died in 2011, has become so idolized that he was the subject of at least two movies, one of which was nominated for two Oscars.

Apple is now worth roughly $4 trillion, makes more than $100 billion in profit every year and has 2.5 billion of its phones, tablets, computers, earphones and smart watches in use around the world. Those devices have shaped the industries of computing and entertainment. Between its supply chain and its retail business, Apple has come to define how to be a global technology company.

Early employees of a company that has grown like Apple can also reap huge financial benefits. The 2,000 shares that Mr. Wozniak gave Mr. Espinosa shortly after Apple went public in 1980 -- as part of the "Woz Plan" to offer his shares to early employees -- would now be worth nearly $57,000 each, a combined $114 million. Mr. Espinosa did not disclose further financial details.

But Apple, which dropped "Computer" from its name in 2007, faces questions that dog mature companies. It is a political player that must reckon with tariff whiplash, antitrust scrutiny and geopolitical turmoil. The iPhone is nearly two decades old, leading to expectations that its maker will introduce new products. And like other technology giants, Apple is under pressure to seize on artificial intelligence.

Before it became an industry juggernaut, Apple germinated among the electronics hobbyists of Silicon Valley. Mr. Jobs, Mr. Wozniak, Mr. Espinosa and other early employees attended Homestead High School in Cupertino, Calif. They found kindred spirits to tinker and talk computers with at the Homebrew Computer Club, a group that met in Menlo Park, Calif.

Mr. Espinosa, Apple's eighth employee, in 1982. "It was a time of both great promise and great trepidation," he recalled. via Apple


Mr. Espinosa met Mr. Jobs at the Byte Shop, a computer store that had locations in Mountain View, Calif., and surrounding Bay Area towns. There, Mr. Jobs recruited Mr. Espinosa to write computer programs for the Apple II, which would become one of the first popular personal computers, in BASIC, a now out-of-fashion programming language.

"It was really, really fun, because that was the time when people were starting the entire industry from scratch," Mr. Espinosa said. Whether computer stores or commercial software, he added, "all of these things had to be invented."

In 1978, Mr. Espinosa took his only hiatus from Apple, for a stint at the University of California, Berkeley. Even then, he worked part time for the company and burned the midnight oil writing the user's manual, more than 200 pages long, for the Apple II. In 1981, Mr. Jobs persuaded Mr. Espinosa to drop out and return full time to Apple.

Four years later, though, Mr. Jobs had left Apple after a power struggle with its chief executive at the time, John Sculley. Over the next decade or so, the company found itself rudderless and in a financial free fall.

"There were a lot of through lines for Apple that ran -- still this desire to do great things, values driven," said Greg Joswiak, Apple's head of marketing, who joined in 1986 and has the longest tenure among its leadership team. "But there were also a lot of ways that we lost our way."

As that happened, Apple laid off staff "again and again and again," Mr. Espinosa said. His manager told him that he had been spared because he had worked for the company for so long that his severance package would be too expensive.

"I was wondering what I was going to do because I had no college degree and I had only worked at one company," Mr. Espinosa said. Then he figured: "I was here when we turned the lights on. I might as well stick around until we turn the lights off."

Today, Mr. Espinosa works on Apple TV's operating system. In the 1970s, he said, devices like smartphones and smart watches "were not only unthinkable but probably scary and weird." Ian C. Bates for The New York Times


Then came what Mr. Espinosa called "a cusp" for Apple: the return of Mr. Jobs in 1997. The company's first 20 years had been an era of "arrogance," Mr. Espinosa said. But the 30 years after, with the introductions of the iPod and the iPhone, are what define consumer electronics today.

"The idea of having a computer in your home or one that you carried around with you all the time or one you strapped to your wrist -- those were not only unthinkable but probably scary and weird" in the 1970s, Mr. Espinosa said.

Mr. Espinosa now works on the operating system for Apple TV, the company's streaming device.

As much as Apple has changed over the past 50 years, Silicon Valley has, too. Many of the companies that have come and gone, Mr. Espinosa said, "have been designed by a hustler who thinks he's Steve Jobs, who wants to find his Steve Wozniak, get venture capital, fund an unprofitable, unsuccessful company."

"The model out there isn't built for stability, isn't built for doing things in the customer interest," he said. "So much of tech is now just seeking the next bubble and getting out before it pops, and that's not what we do here."
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A New Jersey Teen Finds Treasure, and More, in Abandoned Storage Units

Michael Haskell, 17, set out to make some money from his locker dives. He ended up learning about life.

Video: 



By Alex Vadukul
Visuals by Vincent Alban



Mar 31, 2026 at 10:00 p.m.

On an icy afternoon, a 17-year-old named Michael Haskell parked his battered Hyundai outside a cavernous storage facility on Staten Island. Then he fetched a hand truck and wheeled it through a maze of hundreds of identical units, its squeaking wheels echoing through the labyrinth.

"Any of these could be a gold mine," he said.

He stopped at #3361 and unlocked the padlock. A musty odor emerged. He looked inside. The unit was crammed with birdcages, cedar chests, old paperbacks, barstools and Art Deco lamps.

"I think I'll make good money off this locker, which isn't bad, since I bought it for $140," Michael said. "Copper is at $6 a pound right now, so I can sell the lamps to the scrap yard. It's all about squeezing every dollar out of the locker."

While some teenagers hang out after school, playing Fortnite or shooting hoops, Michael has taken up a more enterprising hobby. He buys abandoned storage lockers at bargain prices from public lien auctions with the aim of selling their contents for profit. It began two years ago, when he watched a rerun of "Storage Wars." He has been on an urban treasure hunt since.

His adventures have brought him to CubeSmart, Extra Space Storage and Manhattan Mini Storage facilities in and around New York. He sells his scavenged goods through his eBay store, "Mike's Unique Treasures," to earn over $7,000 a month, a figure backed by the financial records he showed me.

He runs his operation out of the suburban New Jersey home where he lives with his mother. The garage is lined with meticulously indexed old magazines, vinyl records, World War II artifacts, rare stamps, VHS tapes and vintage fishing rods.

After finishing his homework, Michael spends his nights at a work table, packaging inventory to ship to his customers around the country. "My friends tell me they're amazed I'm making money at this," he said. "None have asked to come along with me yet, though. I'm not sure why."

 Vincent Alban/The New York Times

 Vincent Alban/The New York Times

Michael Haskell at work in CitiWide Storage, a facility in Queens, N.Y.

At the Staten Island facility, Michael took photographs of enticing objects and fed them into an A.I. image search, Google Lens, to get an idea of their value. Then he used a mechanical saw to break down tattered furniture with no selling potential.

"I'm always on the search for the next Crispo," he said, mowing away. "That was my first big score."

He was referring to the haul that turned his hobby into a quest, a storage unit he bought in Brooklyn for $450 that had belonged to Andrew Crispo, a shadowy 1980s art dealer. Michael sold a Man Ray painting and some Walt Kuhn drawings he found inside for nearly $50,000.

"My family took my hobby seriously after that," he said.

After clearing the Staten Island unit with the help of two movers he had hired through Facebook Marketplace, he got back into the Hyundai.

It was so simple at the start. When Michael got into the game of flipping used goods, he just wanted to make some money. But the business of dealing in people's abandoned possessions, it turns out, can be fraught. Two years into his pursuit, he knows all too well that every locker tells a story, many of them bleak.

"I'm always trying to figure out the lives behind the units," Michael said as he drove toward another storage facility. "This guy was really into antiques. Maybe he was a flipper, like me. But who knows why he abandoned his unit. If you lose a locker, usually you're not financially stable, and your life isn't in a great place. Sometimes it can be a sad story."

Driving back home to Bergen County, N.J., with the latest haul.


Michael woke at 7 a.m. the next day and rode the school bus to Bergen County Academies, where he is a senior. He took a math quiz and started writing an essay for English class about the poetry of Lucille Clifton. He tried not to worry too much about what he would hear back from colleges he had applied to -- Wesleyan, Emory, Hamilton. But he had one thing on his mind above all else: the next hunt, the next locker, the next treasure.

On a recent afternoon at home in Bergen County, Michael was wearing fuzzy slippers as he scoured auction listings on Lockerfox.com to plot his next targets. Not long ago, the room he sat in was filled with Legos. Now it's his office.

It was decorated with his finds -- a Hermes 3000 typewriter, framed oil paintings, ancient Chinese vases. "They're Qing, not Ming," Michael said. "Ming vases are the ones you want."

Beside the books and schoolwork on his desk were the tax documents his mother was helping him prepare. This year, he will file income taxes for the second time. There was also a plate of focaccia crackers, dried figs and Cheddar cheese that his mom had laid out.

He took a long look at the intel generated by a computer program he had developed with ChatGPT. It listed storage units that had been abandoned by people whose names had appeared at some point in the news. One was connected to a politician in Piscataway, N.J. Another locker had belonged to a minor celebrity: "Rapper known as 'Ackquille Pollard' or 'Bobby Shmurda,'" the listing read.

 Vincent Alban/The New York Times
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Various objects that have yet to sell are filling up parts of the Haskell home.

After an online search, Michael confirmed that Ackquille Pollard was the birth name of the Brooklyn rapper Bobby Shmurda, whose viral ascent in hip-hop over a decade ago was cut short by headline-making gang conspiracy charges. After nearly seven years in prison, Mr. Shmurda was released in 2021. Michael paid $90 for his unit.

"From what I've read, it sounds like he was a one-hit wonder and mostly became famous for going to prison," Michael said. "Who knows, maybe there's something valuable connected to his music career in there."

Michael's mother, Anna Haskell, was in her study, reading The Wall Street Journal. "It all started in middle school," Ms. Haskell, an investor, said. "Michael would go to book fairs, where he discovered he could buy books by the bag and resell them. Then he started researching Legos that were going out of production, and he started buying those up, reselling them as they got more valuable. Then he saw 'Storage Wars.'"

"I don't know what he could be one day, but what he's doing is almost like distressed investing, buying distressed assets," she added. "Maybe he'll go into the investment path."

Ms. Haskell considered what her son might be gaining from his locker dives, aside from money.

 Vincent Alban/The New York Times

Stacks of found books and a stole.

"I think he's learning about human paths, about human nature," she said. "People's lives are in these lockers. Belongings can tell you a lot about a person. When you meet someone, you might think you know them, but you just don't know."

As Michael monitored outgoing deliveries in the garage, he told me about a unit in Hackensack that had belonged to a socialite. It was heaped with trash bags containing Prada dresses, Hermes scarves and jewelry. There were also empty vodka bottles, divorce papers and distressing financial documents.

"Her life had clearly fallen apart," he said. "You think money solves all your problems. It doesn't."

And there was the locker on the Upper East Side of Manhattan that had belonged to a relative of the first Black mayor of Richmond, Calif. Michael showed me a yellowed local newspaper front page from 1964 that depicted him smiling as he took office.

"His name was George Carroll," Michael said. "I read he was one of the first Black mayors of a large American city. Looking at this picture, you can imagine the adversity he faced."

"He led an inspiring life, which wasn't the case with Crispo," he added. "Crispo wasn't just connected to a murder, he was involved with so many other horrible things as well."

About a year ago, one night after Michael cleared the locker of its valuable works of art, he searched the name Andrew Crispo online and learned about a harrowing crime that transfixed New York in the 1980s.

Pictures and clippings from a storage unit formerly rented by a relative of George Carroll, the first Black mayor of Richmond, Calif.


A striver from Philadelphia who reinvented himself in Manhattan, Mr. Crispo made his name with his sharp eye for undiscovered painters and his championing of American Modernism. After opening his namesake gallery on East 57th Street, he handled works by major figures like Edward Hopper and Georgia O'Keeffe. He became an art-world star and tabloid fixture known for the sadomasochistic sex parties that took place in his gallery after-hours.

One evening in 1985, Mr. Crispo and a gallery assistant, Bernard LeGeros, picked up a Norwegian art student named Eigil Dag Vesti and brought him to an estate owned by Mr. LeGeros's parents in Rockland County, N.Y. After a drug-fueled night, Mr. Vesti was shot dead while naked and handcuffed. Three weeks later, hikers discovered his corpse in a smokehouse, a zipped leather hood over the head.

As Michael learned in his online sleuthing, the case became known as the Death Mask Murder. Mr. LeGeros was arrested and charged with the killing. Mr. Crispo denied involvement and was never charged, though the murder weapon, a .22-caliber rifle, was found hidden in his gallery.

Mr. Crispo later served prison time for tax evasion and for threatening to kidnap a lawyer's 4-year-old child. He died destitute in 2024 in a Brooklyn nursing facility, causing his storage unit to go delinquent.

"He had a horrible ending," Michael said. "I'm not sure what the lesson is. His life seems like a lesson in how not to live your life."

The auction house Bonhams handled the artworks that Michael found in the Crispo locker. With his mother's help, he invested the proceeds from the nearly $50,000 sale into the S&P 500. There may be more windfall yet. Still unsold from the collection is a Yoruban ceremonial staff, which will soon go to auction. Bonhams has set the bidding at $4,500.

Michael Haskell at his desk. Lately he has been balancing school, his side job and preparing his income taxes.


But around the time that Crispo's grim life story left Michael feeling shaky about humanity, he came upon something quite different in a storage unit he had unlocked in Union City, N.J. Its contents seemed routine at first -- tool boxes, hammer holsters, saws, drills, some Spanish-language comic books. But deep within the clutter, in a tattered box, Michael found a Purple Heart.

After clearing the locker, he went on eBay and found a lively market for Purple Hearts. One could easily fetch $300. But he didn't list it.

"I felt I should return it," Michael said. "I didn't have much to go on because I didn't have an owner's name for this unit. But there was a faded address on one package."

The address brought him to a home with a rusted white fence in an immigrant enclave of Union City. A pair of dust-caked Timberland boots sat by the entrance. No one answered Michael's knocks at the door. No one answered his calls after he pulled a phone number through public records. Then he sent a letter. He is still waiting to hear back.

He keeps the Purple Heart in a drawer. "Selling it would be disrespectful to a life, to someone who fought for something, even if I don't know who they are," Michael said. "I'll never sell it."

On an overcast Monday afternoon, Michael endured another math quiz before leaving school to investigate the Bobby Shmurda unit. Walking through the cold toward his car, he ran into Scott Demeter, his junior-year history teacher.

"What Michael is doing is what education should look like," Mr. Demeter said. "So many teens just want to get picked up as an influencer now, but he's doing something that involves entrepreneurial spirit and risk-taking."

"He's generating real income, too," he added. "I just joked with a colleague that we should quit our jobs and do what Michael's doing."

After the drive, Michael arrived at a storage facility in Edgewater, N.J., and made his way inside. He found Mr. Shmurda's unit at the end of a long, dark hall. Its blue metal door rattled as he heaved it open. To his dismay, there was nothing of note inside. A set of weights. A plasma TV. A pair of loudspeakers.

"Maybe the speakers are worth something," he said. "Otherwise, this is junk. His name isn't written on anything, so no one will even believe me that this is Shmurda's stuff."

Video: 


Ever in hope of a jackpot, Michael made his way to a Storage Post facility in Long Island City. This unit had not been flagged by his ChatGPT-assisted search bot, but he figured it was worth a shot. He unlocked the door -- and scowled. It was filled with gym clothes, cookbooks, a VCR and a plant pot.

But as he rummaged through the boxes, he grew interested in the life behind all this seemingly worthless stuff. The dusty Ampex tapes, recording masters and sheets of paper scribbled with lyrics suggested a working musician. Old photos depicted a handsome singer in his 1970s prime, hanging out in the studio with his band.

Buried deep in the unit, Michael found a few records by a soul musician named Andre Anthony Waters. On the cover of his 1988 album, "Heat Up the Night," he wore a leather jacket with a popped collar as he stared coolly into the camera. Michael searched his name on his phone but didn't turn up much, not even a Wikipedia page.

"You can see his hopes and dreams in this locker," he said. "It looks like he never really made the big time, though it's clear his music was everything to him. I doubt I'll make much off this unit, but this was a good life story."

He started heaving the boxes into the hall.

"But you can't get too attached," he said. "It's still got to sell."

This is the story of a 17-year-old from New Jersey named Michael Haskell. But whereas other teenagers are busy playing Fortnite or shooting hoops after school, Michael has a deeply unique and enterprising hobby: storage locker hunting. He flips abandoned storage units across the Tristate Area, making a tidy profit. This story is a human interest piece about young Michael. But as I reported on him with my notebook in hand, shadowing him on his locker flipping adventures, a second story emerged: that of what he was learning from the lockers, from the lost life stories within them.

I can already see from some of the comments left so far, that Michael's story seems to be moving and inspiring readers. I'm going to be jumping into the comments now. Looking forward to talking with you all.
Kirsten Noyes contributed research.


Read by Alex Vadukul



Audio produced by Tally Abecassis.
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U.S. Plans Military Expansion in Greenland

The Pentagon is in talks with Denmark for access to three more areas on the Arctic island. Several Greenlanders said they didn't like the idea.

Vice President JD Vance and his wife, Usha, meeting with members of the U.S. military at Pituffik Space Base in Greenland last year. The missile defense installation is the only active American base on the island. Pool photo by Jim Watson



By Jeffrey Gettleman, Maya Tekeli and Eric Schmitt
Jeffrey Gettleman reported from London, Maya Tekeli from Copenhagen and Eric Schmitt from Washington.


Apr 01, 2026 at 04:02 p.m.

The American military is intensifying efforts to secure greater access to Greenland, a clear signal that President Trump's interest in the enormous Arctic island has not waned.

The United States is negotiating with Denmark for access to three additional bases in Greenland -- including two previously abandoned by Americans -- which would mark the first U.S. expansion there in decades, according to a top Pentagon general, Gen. Gregory M. Guillot.

General Guillot, the head of U.S. Northern Command, told lawmakers in a congressional hearing in mid-March that the military wanted "increased access to different bases across Greenland as we look at the increasing threat and the strategic importance of Greenland."

"I'm working with our department and others to try to develop more ports, more airfields, which leads to more options for our secretary and for the president, should we need them up in the Arctic," General Guillot added.

The request places Denmark in a tricky spot. Greenland is a semi-automonous territory that has been part of the Danish kingdom for more than 300 years. President Trump, at the same time, has fixated on acquiring Greenland, and threatened to use force for months before relenting in January.

The Danish government has cited a 1951 Danish-American defense pact to push back against Mr. Trump's threats, noting that the U.S. already has sweeping military access.

American officials are now using that same agreement to map out plans for their expansion. Scholars say there is little Denmark can do to block them, even if the trust between the United States and Denmark has been shaken, if not broken. In January, the Danes even laid plans to blow up airfields in Greenland to stop an American invasion, which might lead them to be uncomfortable now with any increase in American troops.

Lt. Comdr. Teresa C. Meadows, a spokeswoman for the Americans' Northern Command, said that military planners were eyeing the towns of Narsarsuaq, in southern Greenland, which offers a deepwater port, and Kangerlussuaq in southwestern Greenland, which already has a long runway capable of handling large aircraft.

Both places had been American bases during World War II and the Cold War, but were turned over to Danish and Greenlandic authorities after the Americans left Narsarsuaq in the 1950s and Kangerlussuaq in the 1990s. Much of their military infrastructure has been dismantled, though both sites still have small functioning airports.

The American air base in Narsarsuaq, Greenland, was active in the 1940s and 1950s. Erik Petersen/Ritzau Scanpix, via Associated Press


Pentagon officials would not specify how many troops would be sent to the island. General Guillot indicated that the military needs bases for special operations soldiers and "maritime capabilities."

During World War II, when Denmark was occupied by the Nazis, the United States helped defend Greenland. It sent thousands of troops and opened more than a dozen bases. It kept many operational during the Cold War. Currently, only one base remains active -- a remote missile defense installation with a few hundred personnel.

Mr. Trump seems determined to change that. His threats in the past year to "get" Greenland, "one way or the other," ignited a crisis within Europe. That crisis has eased, for now, as the president has been consumed by the war in Iran. But many Europeans, including Denmark's leader, Mette Frederiksen, fear that Mr. Trump hasn't given up on his Greenland fixation, which could leave Denmark in a corner again.

So far, the talks over the base expansion seem to be going smoothly. General Guillot cited the 1951 agreement during his congressional testimony, and when Democratic lawmakers asked him if Denmark or Greenland had thrown up any roadblocks, he said no.

"They've been very, very supportive partners," the general said.

Greenlandic residents receiving Arctic basic training in Kangerlussuaq, Greenland, in February. The Pentagon said Kangerlussuaq would be a location of interest for the U.S. military, as it already has a long runway capable of handling large aircraft. Bo Amstrup/Ritzau Scanpix Foto, via Associated Press


Different from what Mr. Trump has suggested, General Guillot said: "We don't really need a new treaty. It's very comprehensive, and it's frankly very favorable to our operations or potential operations in Greenland."

The expansion plan remains wrapped in secrecy. The State Department declined to comment, as did Denmark's foreign ministry and the office of Greenland's prime minister.

Protests erupted earlier this year against Mr. Trump, and Greenlanders are beginning to voice concerns about more American troops coming.

"Many people don't want more military in Greenland -- but if that's what they decide, there's nothing we can do," said Anso Lauritzen, who runs a sled dog center in western Greenland.

Agnetha Mikka Petersen, a retired resident of Nuuk, the capital, said the prospect of an expanded American presence makes her feel "uneasy."

"I'm not happy about it," she said.

The 1951 defense agreement and a 2004 update give the Americans a strong hand. Before making any major changes to their military footprint, the United States is supposed to "consult with and inform" the authorities in Denmark and Greenland. Scholars say that means the United States can pretty much do what it wants.

"Denmark and Greenland can, in principle, say no to the United States -- but in practice, you never do that," said Ulrik Pram Gad, a senior researcher at the Danish Institute for International Studies. "Because if you do, the United States can frame Denmark and Greenland's control of the island as a security risk -- and argue that it should take control itself."
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French Prosecutors Link Foiled Attack on American Bank to a Pro-Iranian Group

The group is suspected of involvement in a string of attacks on Jewish targets in Belgium, Britain and the Netherlands.

A police van outside a Bank of America office in Paris on Monday. Benoit Tessier/Reuters



By Mark Landler and Lizzie Dearden
Mark Landler reported from Paris and Lizzie Dearden from London.


Apr 01, 2026 at 06:57 p.m.

French counterterrorism prosecutors said on Tuesday that a foiled bomb plot against a Bank of America office in Paris may be linked to a pro-Iranian Islamist group suspected of carrying out similar attacks against Jewish targets in Britain, the Netherlands and Belgium.

In a statement, the National Antiterrorism Prosecutor's Office said that three young men had been recruited by an older man to detonate a homemade incendiary device in front of the building in central Paris, and film the resulting explosion, in return for a payment of between 500 euros and 1,000 euros, or roughly $600 to $1,200.

The attack was foiled in part, the statement said, because the French police were tipped off about a propaganda video, posted on social media by the group, "Harakat Ashab al-Yamin al-Islamiyya," which threatened an attack on the Bank of America, accusing the bank of "serving Zionist and Israeli interests."

"This foiled attack, thanks to police surveillance, appears to be potentially linked to the HAYI group, although this has not been formally established at this stage of the proceedings," the prosecutor's office said.

Investigators in multiple European countries are trying to determine whether Iran or one of its proxies is behind the group, which has promised future attacks if European countries did not distance themselves "from all American and Zionist interests, facilities, and what is affiliated with them."

European security officials have warned that tensions over the joint U.S.-Israeli military campaign against Iran could lead to attacks on American and Israeli targets in Europe, even though European countries do not back the war and have rejected President Trump's requests to get more deeply involved in it.

Among the targets of attacks have been two Jewish schools and several ambulances run by a Jewish charity. The French prosecutors, who said they were working with investigators across Europe, cited potential links between the Paris plotters and attacks in Amsterdam and Liege, Belgium. The prosecutors did not connect them to an arson attack in the Golders Green area of London that left several ambulances burned out.

The Paris attack was disrupted by police at about 3:20 a.m. on March 28, as one of the suspects was attempting to light the device at the building, in a fashionable district a few blocks from the Israeli Embassy, as well as the Elysee Palace, where President Emmanuel Macron has his office and residence.

The police arrested the suspect, 17, but a second person, who was filming him, fled. The prosecutor's office said the device, consisting of a cardboard cylinder with a high-powered explosive and gasoline, "could have generated a large fireball several meters in diameter at the moment of explosion."

The police later arrested two other 16-year-olds and one adult. A second adult was detained but released because of lack of evidence. The prosecutor's office said all the suspects denied having "terrorist intent." 

The adult told investigators that he had been recruited over a social media messaging service to plant the device in front of Bank of America as part of a "personal vendetta." The device was delivered to his home, he said, by a person he did not know.

The plotters had planned to ignite the device early on March 27, prosecutors said, but were thwarted by a truck parked in front of the building. Two of the three young men returned the next night to try again.

The prosecutor's office said it planned to charge them with "criminal conspiracy to commit terrorist acts," as well as manufacturing an explosive device "in connection with a terrorist enterprise." None of the minors have criminal records, the prosecutor's office said. The adult has a 2005 conviction for drug trafficking.

Days before the attack, Harakat Ashab al-Yamin al-Islamiyya had posted a video on its Telegram channel, threatening the bank with what it called a "final warning." It showed the location of the building on a map and its facade with the words "the targeted location" superimposed on it.

In another video posted on the channel later the same day, the group claimed responsibility for the fire in London that destroyed the ambulances operated by a Jewish charity, which were parked outside a synagogue.

On Wednesday, three people were arrested on suspicion of carrying out that attack. The Metropolitan Police Service said in a statement that the suspects, aged 17, 19 and 20, had been detained in east London. The youngest is a dual citizen of Britain and Pakistan while the older two are British. Two other men were arrested but later released on bail. 

British officials have not formally declared the fire a terrorist attack. But the commissioner of the Metropolitan Police, Mark Rowley, said last week that the force was investigating the Islamist group's claim of responsibility for the fire, and described the group as having "potential Iranian state links."
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The Fall of a Cambodian Money-Laundering Giant

The former chairman of a financial group was brought to China in handcuffs, the latest high-level capture in a widening investigation into organized crime.

Huione headquarters in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, in 2025. Huione Group and its affiliates have laundered at least $4 billion for criminals. Chang W. Lee/The New York Times



By Selam Gebrekidan



Apr 01, 2026 at 06:00 p.m.

China nabbed on Wednesday the leader of a Cambodian financial conglomerate that was at the heart of a global money-laundering network, in its latest show of force against cross-border organized crime in Southeast Asia.

The man, Li Xiong, a Chinese national, is the former chairman of Huione Group and is suspected of committing fraud, concealing criminal proceeds, and operating casinos and other illegal businesses, Chinese state media reported. He was extradited from the Cambodian capital, Phnom Penh, with the help of the authorities there, the reports said.

China has conducted sporadic crackdowns on scammers in Southeast Asia as well as those who facilitate such crime by providing money laundering and other services. The criminals target victims across the world, swindling them online from the relative safety of heavily guarded compounds. Many of the scammers and their victims are Chinese nationals. Some are trafficked into the job and held against their will.

Last year, a New York Times investigation found that Huione's group of companies operated a global money laundering network used by online scammers and other criminals.

The Chinese authorities identified Mr. Li's company, Huione, as a subsidiary of Prince Group, which was sanctioned by the United States last year. U.S. federal prosecutors accused it of bilking victims out of billions of dollars through investment scams. The chairman of Prince Group, Chen Zhi, was extradited to China from Cambodia in January.

On Wednesday, Chinese state television showed Mr. Li disembarking from a plane handcuffed and hooded, escorted by several Chinese police officers who then removed the hood for the cameras.

The Ministry of Public Security said in a short statement that it had arrested "several key members of Chen Zhi's criminal gang."

For a while, Chinese law enforcement officials' collaboration with their Cambodian counterparts netted only lower-level criminals, leaving the scamming and money-laundering industries intact.

The kingpins of the Huione and Prince Group, in particular, operated without censure and enjoyed the Cambodian government's protection. Mr. Chen was an adviser to the prime minister and a relative of the Cambodian prime minister was a director of one of Mr. Li's companies.

The latest extraditions indicate that Cambodia is giving in to pressure from Beijing.

"We are willing to continue increasing the intensity of law enforcement cooperation with neighboring countries including Cambodia," China's Ministry of Foreign Affairs said on Wednesday.

As well as sanctioning Prince Group and its affiliates, subsidiaries and associates last year, the U.S. government seized nearly $15 billion in bitcoin from Mr. Chen's group of companies, the largest seizure ever, according to the U.S. Justice Department. American prosecutors also filed an indictment against Mr. Chen, accusing him of wire fraud and conspiracy to commit money laundering.

U.S. authorities did not explicitly establish a link between the Huione and Prince groups but the Trump administration separately blacklisted Huione as a money-laundering operation last year, shutting it out of the U.S. financial system. 

Until recently, Huione was a mighty constellation of companies that sucked in money from criminals, washed it clean and moved it across borders at stunning speed.

The company had legitimate business -- its QR codes were ubiquitous across Cambodia and customers used them to settle their bills in supermarkets, restaurants and hotels. It also offered other banking and insurance services.

Its less-legitimate underbelly, though, was the primary moneymaker. One affiliate of the company offered bespoke money-laundering services. Another ran an open online bazaar that served as matchmaker between criminals and money launderers.

Huione Group and its affiliates have laundered at least $4 billion for criminals, including hackers in North Korea and scammers in Southeast Asia, according to the U.S. Treasury. That figure could be higher -- the online marketplace alone hosted nearly $27 billion in transactions until last spring, although some of those transactions may have been legitimate, according to the analytics firm Elliptic.

In December, the Cambodian National Bank said Huione had gone into liquidation after the government revoked its license to operate.

Siyi Zhao contributed research from Beijing.
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News analysis


Trump's Brusque Threat to Europe: Go It Alone

Threatening to pull out of NATO, President Trump portrayed the alliance as a "paper tiger" and said Europe was on its own in trying to secure the Strait of Hormuz.

President Trump has cast Europe as weak and toothless, and an ungrateful partner to the United States. Doug Mills/The New York Times



By Michael D. Shear
Reporting from London


Apr 01, 2026 at 07:13 p.m.

Europe has been here before.

President Trump lashed out at the continent's leaders again on Wednesday, escalating verbal attacks that verge on diplomatic bullying as he appeared to shrug off decades of political and military commitments established by handshakes and treaties over eight decades.

In a series of social media posts and news interviews during the past several days, Mr. Trump struck a theme familiar to European leaders: that Europe is weak and toothless, and an ungrateful partner to the United States. There would be dire consequences, he said: the continent could soon be on its own, cut off from American military protection and left to its own devices when it comes to securing its energy supplies and economic prosperity.

He rattled the threats off in rapid-fire fashion: The countries of Europe should "go get your own oil" in the increasingly dangerous Strait of Hormuz, he said. The United States "will REMEMBER" France's refusal to be helpful in America's war on Iran, he wrote. NATO, he told a British journalist, is a "paper tiger" and the United States will reconsider its participation in the military alliance.

The president's comments plunged European leaders into another cycle of anxious deliberation, similar to when he mused last year about invading Greenland before ultimately backing off.

In the past, the president has often climbed down from threats to sever the American relationship with NATO and to abandon the countries of Europe. But the ferocity of his current language, delivered in the middle of an economically costly war with Iran, presents an urgent question to American allies: What if, this time, he's serious?

"This isn't the first  time he's [?]done this, [?]and since it's a recurring phenomenon, you can probably judge the consequences for yourself," Stefan Kornelius, the spokesman for Chancellor Friedrich Merz of Germany, told reporters in Berlin. "It's not my place here [?]to comment on  the American president's words.  I simply want  to state on behalf [?]of the German government that we [?]are, of course,  committed to NATO."

The president's latest threat to withdraw from NATO, which he made in an interview with The Telegraph newspaper, appeared driven by his anger over the refusal of European countries to support his war on Iran. Scolding Europe, he said that America had come to the defense of Ukraine for Europe but that those same countries "weren't there for us" during the war with Iran.

Asked in the interview if he was considering withdrawing from NATO, he said it was "beyond reconsideration."

"I was never swayed by NATO,'' Mr. Trump said. "I always knew they were a paper tiger, and Putin knows that, too, by the way."

If the United States left NATO, it would drastically reshape the security apparatus for the European continent, which has relied for decades on American military power. Without American assistance, Europe and NATO could struggle to defend Ukraine, and possibly its own borders, from Russian aggression.

Trevor Taylor, emeritus professor at Cranfield University, said the president's latest threats should be seen as part of a larger pattern of bombastic language aimed at Europe by members of his administration.

Vice President JD Vance has accused leaders of major European countries of "retreat from fundamental values" on issues like migration, democracy and free speech. Secretary of State Marco Rubio said on Fox News on Tuesday that if NATO countries refused to allow Americans to use their bases, then "that's a hard one to stay engaged in." Mr. Trump said in his administration's official National Security Strategy last year that he was committed to "ending the perception, and preventing the reality, of NATO as a perpetually expanding alliance."

Soldiers during a NATO exercise involving British and Norwegian military members near Narvik, Norway, in March. John Macdougall/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


Taken together, those comments "have a cumulative effect, which has increased the doubt about the reliability of the United States as an ally, and even raised some questions about whether it should actually be seen, in many respects, as a threat," said Mr. Taylor, the director of the Defense, Industries & Society Program at the Royal United Services Institute, a British research organization.

With the United States and Israel having launched an intense conflict with Iran, and with Russia in its fifth year of war in Ukraine, Mr. Trump's potential retreat from European security has broad implications for how the continent's leaders assemble a coalition to defend their democracies. Under pressure from Mr. Trump, NATO countries have increased their military spending, but not enough to stand on their own against a formidable threat.

Mr. Trump has been particularly upset about the European refusal to help free the Strait of Hormuz, where Iran has effectively curtailed shipping, sending oil prices and gas prices surging and roiling the global economy.

British officials said that Yvette Cooper, the foreign secretary, would assemble a virtual meeting of officials from 35 countries on Thursday to discuss how to reopen the critical waterway to shipments of oil, gas, fertilizer and other goods. They said further working-level meetings would follow the initial session to work out details.

Mr. Trump's remarks about NATO were published a day after he dared European nations on Tuesday to "build up some delayed courage" and start "learning how to fight for yourself." He warned that the United States would no longer help European nations protect vessels traveling through the Strait of Hormuz because they did not join the military strikes on Iran.

"Go get your own oil!" he wrote on his social media platform.

Mr. Trump's message was aimed at "all of those countries that can't get jet fuel because of the Strait of Hormuz." He singled out France, which he called "VERY UNHELPFUL," and Britain, "which refused to get involved in the decapitation of Iran."

"The U.S.A. will REMEMBER!!!" he said.

In the interview with The Telegraph, Mr. Trump again attacked Britain's prime minister, Keir Starmer, and mocked the capabilities of the British military.

"You don't even have a navy," he said. "You're too old and had aircraft carriers that didn't work."

Prime Minister Keir Starmer of Britain during a news conference in London on Wednesday. He said that he was determined to mostly stay out of the conflict with Iran. Pool photo by Frank Augstein


Mr. Starmer, like other leaders in Europe, is trapped between the desire to offer a fiery response to Mr. Trump's broadsides and the fear of further angering the American president.

At a previously scheduled news conference on Wednesday morning, soon after the Telegraph interview was published, Mr. Starmer repeatedly declined to respond to Mr. Trump's comments. The prime minister said that he was still determined to mostly stay out of the conflict with Iran.

"Whatever the pressure on me and others, whatever the noise, I'm going to act in the British national interest in the decisions that I make," Mr. Starmer said. "That's why I've been absolutely clear that this is not our war and we're not going to get dragged into it."

Mr. Starmer did not respond directly to the president's threat to withdraw from NATO, saying only that "NATO is the single most effective military alliance the world has ever seen, and it has kept us safe for many decades, and we are fully committed to NATO."

But he hinted at a possible future when his country might no longer be able to rely on the United States.

"It is increasingly clear that as the world continues down this volatile path, our long-term national interest requires closer partnership with our allies in Europe and with the European Union," he said.

He announced plans for a new summit between the European Union and Britain to strengthen security and economic ties that were ruptured by the Brexit vote nearly 10 years ago.
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'The Fear Doesn't Go Away': The Merchant Seamen Stuck in the Persian Gulf

Thousands of civilian sailors have been stranded for more than a month in waters surrounded by a conflict zone because of the U.S.-Israeli war on Iran.

Almost 20,000 seafarers are stranded in the Persian Gulf, according to the International Maritime Organization, as Iran has effectively blocked the exit through the Strait of Hormuz. Altaf Qadri/Associated Press



By Aie Balagtas See
Reporting from Manila


Apr 01, 2026 at 11:01 a.m.

The gas tanker had been marooned in the Persian Gulf for more than two weeks when its crew saw missiles rain down on a target only a dozen or so nautical miles away.

It was the Iranian attack last month on the Ras Laffan terminal in Qatar, the world's largest liquefied natural gas facility. The night sky lit up with explosions and the tanker's crew braced for debris.


"The first thing that came to my mind was my family, what would happen to them if something happened to me, since I am the breadwinner," said K.R., a sailor who saw the strikes from the deck of the tanker and spoke over the Messenger app from his ship. He asked to be identified only by his initials, and that his employer and vessel not be named, for fear of losing his job.

He is one of almost 20,000 seafarers stranded in the Persian Gulf, according to the International Maritime Organization, as Iran has effectively blocked the exit through the Strait of Hormuz. Nearly 7,300 of those are Filipino, the Philippine government said last month, a sign of how the nation supplies a substantial portion of the world's cargo ships, and how reliant it is on citizens working overseas and sending money back home.

K.R. spends his days painting and chipping rust on the outer hull of the tanker he is on. He said he is in daily contact on Messenger with his parents and younger sister. His ship was scheduled to sail through the Strait of Hormuz on Feb. 28 -- the day the United States and Israel launched attacks on Iran -- but got stuck in the waters of the Gulf instead. The crew has enough food supplies to last through April, and has no indication of when they will be able to sail to safer waters.

"The fear doesn't go away. I worry about my family," K.R. said. "In my mind, I just surrender to God whatever happens to me or to us here."

About 20 commercial vessels have been attacked in the region since the war began, according to the I.M.O., a United Nations agency. Ten seafarers and one shipyard worker were killed, at least 10 were injured and four remain missing. One of them, George Miranda, 46, a Filipino motorman, has not been accounted for since the Mussafah 2, a tug sailing under the flag of the United Arab Emirates, was hit by two missiles on March 6 while assisting a vessel in the strait that had been hit by a missile.

A photo released in March by the Royal Thai Navy showed damage to a Thai bulk carrier near the Strait of Hormuz. About 20 commercial vessels have been attacked since the war on Iran began, according to the U.N. maritime agency. Royal Thai Navy


The five Filipino seafarers The Times interviewed did not want to talk on the record for fear of running afoul of their employers, particularly those operating in the Gulf, as well as fear of getting arrested. Last month, three Filipinos in the U.A.E. were detained for posting videos of missile attacks on social media.

One Filipino sailor said that a couple of weeks ago, he saw from his vessel what appeared to be a drone attack on a port in the Gulf. There were multiple explosions and the crew was ordered to go below deck.

He said that his vessel made it out of the strait, which Iran has effectively blockaded. But then it had to sail through the Red Sea, where he was concerned about pirates. (The waterway has also become potentially more dangerous since the Houthis, an Iran-backed group in Yemen, have started attacking Israel and could disrupt maritime routes.)

Some sailors, he said, have stopped sleeping in their cabins, believing the lodgings are more likely to be targeted. They have moved into workshops and other locations on the ship that they consider more safe.

Simon Grainge, the chief executive of the London-based International Seafarers' Welfare and Assistance Network, said sailors reaching out through its 24-hour helpline are afraid, distressed and anxious. Some are even expressing thoughts of self-harm. 

"Seafarers are finding themselves in a conflict zone, potentially under attack, with no clear way out," he said. "They are completely at the mercy of events."

Hans Cacdac, the secretary of the Philippines' Department of Migrant Workers, said seafarers have the right to refuse sailing in conflict zones, including through the Strait of Hormuz, and that those who do are entitled to two months' worth of wages and free repatriation. But it remains unclear whether those protections can apply to the sailors stranded at sea.

At a shelter and counseling center in Manila run by Stella Maris, a Catholic seafarers' mission, the Rev. Paulo Prigol said that the war was hurting livelihoods in the Philippines.

For most Filipinos, a job on a merchant marine ship is a ticket out of poverty.

The priest said that he had spoken to a young Filipino cadet whose first deployment lasted only days before routes were disrupted because of the new conflict. "The dream was gone in eight days," he said.

"This war will have an impact on the decision-making process of a seafarer," he added. "Those with family and kids, I think they will consider the decision twice."

But for some seafarers, being penniless at home is riskier.

One sailor, who attended a service led by Father Prigol on Saturday, said he had been a motorman on a cargo ship that was struck by a drone near the Suez Canal in 2023.  But he said sailing was the only way he knows how to make a living.

On the outskirts of Davao City, Nigel Nimes, 19, learned that his father was in waters close to the Iran war the way many families did -- through the news.

His father, a cargo ship captain on a freight route near Turkey, had not even heard about the war. The internet on board was unstable, and all he knew was that they had been rerouted. Since then, the younger Mr. Nimes said, he checks on his father every chance he gets.

"It's quite close" to the Iran war, he said of his father's ship. He said he worries the vessel will be hit by a missile intended for another target.

The family wants him home. But if that happens, Mr. Nimes said that there may not be money to pay for his studies.
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News Analysis


Trump Seeks to Redefine 'Regime Change' in Iran War

President Trump and his aides have made contradictory statements on whether the United States and Israel have transformed the Iranian government through violence.

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth said during his news conference on Tuesday that "this new regime, because regime change has occurred, should be wiser than the last." Eric Lee for The New York Times



By Edward Wong
Edward Wong reports on U.S. foreign policy from Washington, after having covered China and the Iraq war from overseas.


Apr 01, 2026 at 01:24 a.m.

Regime change has occurred in Iran. Or it hasn't. It is a goal of the war. Except it isn't.

Those are some of the dizzying messages that have come from President Trump and his aides in recent days. The phrase "regime change" has flown from lips this week like fighter jets crisscrossing the Persian Gulf.

But there appears to be disagreement among top administration officials on what the phrase means, or whether the United States and Israel have achieved it in four weeks of war against Iran.

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth made an unequivocal declaration about the Iranian government at a news conference on Tuesday: "This new regime, because regime change has occurred, should be wiser than the last. President Trump will make a deal. He is willing."

A common definition of regime change is a forced transformation of government or leadership that results in structural alterations in policies, politics and governance. In Iran, a theocratic leadership that is authoritarian and anti-American -- and that continues to wage war -- remains in place.

On Monday, Secretary of State Marco Rubio, who is also the president's national security adviser, expressed some doubt in an interview with ABC News about whether anything had really changed in Iran.

"The people who lead them, this clerical regime, that is the problem," he said. "And if there are new people now in charge who have a more reasonable vision of the future, that would be good news for us, for them, for the entire world. But we also have to be prepared for the possibility, maybe even the probability, that that is not the case."

The U.S.-Israeli airstrikes continued in Tehran. Arash Khamooshi for The New York Times


Later, speaking to Al Jazeera, Mr. Rubio made it clear that destroying Iran's weapons was important because the current leadership -- the new regime, as Mr. Hegseth puts it -- is an adversary.

"I think the best way to stability, given the people who are in charge in Iran, is to destroy the ability of Iran in the future to launch these missiles and these drones against their infrastructure and civilian populations," Mr. Rubio said, referring to potential targets in the Middle East.

He added that "our objectives here from the very beginning had nothing to do with the leadership."

But Mr. Trump opened the war on Feb. 28 by working with Israel to carry out a strike that killed Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the supreme leader of Iran, and other top officials. Hours later, he called for Iranians to overthrow their government sometime after the bombing stopped. The uprising, which was promised to Mr. Trump by Israeli leaders, has not materialized, but the president is saying mission accomplished on regime change.

In fact, he said, the United States has been so successful that it has ended not just one, but two Iranian regimes.

"We've had regime change, if you look, already because the one regime was decimated, destroyed. They're all dead," Mr. Trump told reporters on Sunday aboard Air Force One. "The next regime is mostly dead. And the third regime, we're dealing with different people than anybody's dealt with before. It's a whole different group of people. So I would consider that regime change."

To emphasize the point, he said, "Regime change is an imperative, but I think we have it automatically." On Tuesday afternoon, the president reiterated that he had "knocked out" two Iranian regimes, one after the other.

Mr. Trump's talk of the destruction of two regimes appeared to refer to the initial attacks that killed Mr. Khamenei and other senior officials and also injured his son Mojtaba Khamenei, who was later appointed by a group of clerics to be Iran's new supreme leader. Iranian and Israeli officials say the son suffered leg injuries, and he has not appeared in public during the war.

The younger Mr. Khamenei is considered a hard-line ally of a powerful arm of the Iranian military, the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps. The government in Tehran vows resistance and continues to fight the United States, Israel and Arab partners, and to block energy shipping in the Strait of Hormuz, disrupting the global economy.

"There has been personnel change in Iran, not regime change," said Karim Sadjadpour, a scholar of Iran at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace in Washington. "Different men with the same ideology."

Mr. Trump's remarks about regime change have muddied the waters. But his military actions and coercive economic warfare against a handful of nations -- Iran, Venezuela and Cuba -- are aimed so far at decapitating leadership to put in power someone who will accede to U.S. demands, rather than effecting a wholesale transformation of the political system.

The president's aim is to create client states by coercing regime compliance, part of a greater project of resurrecting empire. And he constantly talks about a template: the U.S. military's violent incursion into Venezuela in January to seize Nicolas Maduro, the country's president, and Mr. Trump's subsequent negotiations over oil and other matters with the acting president, Delcy Rodriguez, who like Mr. Maduro is a hard-line leftist.

Karoline Leavitt, the White House press secretary, said at a news conference on Monday that the United States and Israel had to kill the older Mr. Khamenei and some of his aides after it proved too difficult to do diplomacy with them. Those previous leaders "are now no longer on planet Earth," she said, "because they lied to the United States and they strung us along in negotiations, and that was unacceptable to the president, which is why many of the previous leaders were killed."

Mr. Trump's braggadocio over accomplishing what he calls regime change is fairly new. In 2016, when he was running for president, he criticized the wasteful U.S. "forever wars" in Iraq and Afghanistan, saying that "we must abandon the failed policy of nation-building and regime change." In May, he gave a speech in Saudi Arabia in which he said that "in the end, the so-called nation builders wrecked far more nations than they built, and the interventionalists were intervening in complex societies that they did not even understand."

Despite his embrace of war and military violence, Mr. Trump's instinct to refrain from committing the United States to completely transforming hostile nations appears to persist for now.

The president's remarks this week asserting that leadership decapitation is regime change can be interpreted as an attempt to redefine the phrase so that he can say his original war goal has been met.

"The administration as a whole seems to be moving away from deep regime change as a goal of the war," said Rosemary Kelanic, the director of the Middle East program at Defense Priorities in Washington. "A real regime change war in Iran would require boots on the ground -- and a lot of them -- and Trump wisely doesn't want to commit that level of effort when the costs and risks far outweigh the benefits."
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Placing U.S. Troops in Middle East Hotels May Violate Laws of War

U.S. commanders have kept many troops away from bases in the region to protect them from Iran's ballistic missile attacks.

A drone attack hit a fuel tank near the Dubai International Airport amid the U.S.-Israeli conflict with Iran. U.S. commanders have relocated many of their troops because bases did not have adequate defenses to protect from Iranian ballistic missiles and drones. Reuters



By Thomas Gibbons-Neff



Apr 01, 2026 at 09:18 p.m.

The U.S. military's decision to move troops away from bases under Iranian attack to hotels and office spaces in civilian areas may amount to violations of international humanitarian law and the U.S. military's own laws of war, human rights officials and experts say.

The constellation of American bases in the Persian Gulf region has been essential to the U.S. military's execution of the air war over Iran. But commanders have relocated many of their troops because the sprawling compounds did not have adequate defenses to protect from Iranian ballistic missiles and drones, U.S. defense officials said.

The move illustrates the U.S. military's lack of preparedness for a war that the Trump administration started on its own terms, military experts said.

"This is the first war the United States is facing where we see the implications of democratized air power and the long-range persistent strikes from their adversary," said Kelly Grieco, a senior fellow at the Stimson Center. "And the lack of preparedness is not limited to this theater."

This lethal puzzle continues to complicate U.S. war planning after thousands of airstrikes, as Iran still retains the ability to launch ballistic missiles throughout the region. This has kept American forces away from bases and dispersed among the civilian population.

"It is unconscionable that U.S. forces would knowingly put civilians at risk by leaving their bases and moving to hotels in the densely populated city centers," said Brian Castner, a crisis researcher at Amnesty International, a human rights organization. "The commanders who ordered these relocations, not out of the conflict area but right into the heart of the civilian populations, should be investigated for violating U.S. laws of war."

Iran has urged people in the Gulf region to report on U.S. military troop locations off their bases. Iranian strikes have since killed a number of civilians in the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and Kuwait.

Both the Pentagon's law of war manual and the first protocol of the Geneva Conventions outline the need to avoid placing military forces in or near civilian populations.

The U.S. Law of War Manual, which was updated in 2023, states that "military commanders and other officials responsible for the safety of the civilian population must take reasonable steps to separate the civilian population from military objectives and to protect the civilian population from the effects of combat."

A U.S. Navy base in Bahrain in 2023. Andrea DiCenzo for The New York Times


The manual gives some wiggle room for cases when troops need to be "housed in populated areas to take advantage of existing facilities, such as facilities for shelter, health and sanitation, communications or power."

"These are mushy rules in the sense that all these obligations are to the maximum extent feasible," said Kevin Jon Heller, a professor of international law and security at the University of Copenhagen's Center for Military Studies.

But "do the U.S. actions raise issues here? They do," he added.

Where the U.S. military crosses the line in international humanitarian law is around what are called "passive precautions," or the measures militaries take to protect civilians in the vicinity of military positions from attack.

"Passive precautions are required, but they are often not followed," said Michael Schmitt, a professor of international law at the University of Reading and an emeritus professor at the U.S. Naval War College. "Billeting troops in civilian structures in which there are civilians as in a hotel that is still being used or an apartment building where civilians are still living would be a violation of passive precautions."

The first protocol of the Geneva Conventions and the U.S. law of war allows some discretion when it comes to placing forces among civilians when there is active combat in those areas. One example would be Ukrainian forces defending the southern city of Mariupol in 2022. Ukrainian troops were among civilians because Russian forces were directly attacking the city with ground troops, artillery and air strikes.

"This would not apply to the current situation of U.S. forces in the Middle East because the soldiers are not deployed to the cities to defend the civilian population from attack," Mr. Castner said. "In fact, the opposite. The forces are trying to avoid attack by being in the hotels, which would not be lawful targets otherwise."

A step further would be if a military intentionally used civilians as "human shields" to protect troops from attacks, a tactic that is considered a war crime. Insurgent forces have used noncombatants in this way in conflicts with larger and more capable militaries.

Underscoring the U.S. military's challenges, the Pentagon solicited a contract last week for premade bunkers that could be shipped quickly to the Middle East and could "protect personnel from blast and fragmentation threats."

Eric Schmitt and Helene Cooper contributed reporting.
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In Secret Deportation Deal, U.S. Leveraged Favors and Funds

In Cameroon, the Trump administration found a partner it could pressure into accepting covertly deported migrants.




By Hamed Aleaziz and Pranav Baskar



Mar 25, 2026 at 04:01 p.m.

The Trump administration this winter secured a secret deal with the government of Cameroon to deport hundreds of migrants after remaining silent about a deadly crackdown against protesters there and withholding $30 million from a local United Nations office, according to officials and U.S. government documents.

The deal is part of a broader Trump administration campaign to coax countries to accept migrants who cannot be legally deported from the United States to their home countries because they would likely face persecution. It is also the clearest example to date of the diplomatic horse-trading the United States uses to engineer such agreements.

The documents obtained by The New York Times include confidential State Department correspondence and a funding memo, which connects the money transfer to the Cameroon deportation arrangement. The files, coupled with confirmation from officials, reveal how the U.S. government used financial pressure and political incentives to secure a deal that the deportees' lawyer compared to "selling people."

Cameroon has, for more than four decades, been led by a strongman president, Paul Biya. The Trump administration opted not to criticize his disputed re-election in October, and said nothing afterward when security forces waged a deadly crackdown on protesters.

That gave the United States leverage weeks later, diplomats wrote, when it came time to negotiate a deportation deal. The correspondence does not say that the U.S. withheld criticism in exchange for taking the migrants, but diplomats made clear that they believed the silence would play to their advantage in negotiations.

To mount further pressure, the U.S. government withheld a $30 million disbursement to the Cameroon office of the U.N. refugee agency until Mr. Biya's administration agreed to the deportation deal, according to a senior Cameroonian official. He, like other Cameroonians and Americans briefed on the arrangement, spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive diplomacy.

Police officers during a protest against the presidential election results in Douala, Cameroon, in October. Zohra Bensemra/Reuters


Through arrangements made with other governments, the United States has agreed to deport or already deported hundreds of people to at least 25 third countries with which they have no ties, according to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, and is "actively pressing" dozens more.

The State Department's communication shows that U.S. officials seized a moment when Mr. Biya, was particularly isolated. In November, a team of American negotiators traveled to Cameroon to complete the deportation deal, as Mr. Biya, 93, faced international condemnation for his post-election protest crackdown.

Then on Jan. 12, two days before the first flight carrying deportees left Louisiana bound for Cameroon, the State Department announced a $30 million payment to the United Nations' refugee program in Cameroon. According to the funding memo obtained by The Times, the payment was made in support of the deportation agreement between the two countries.


The Cameroonian official said Cameroon was initially against the agreement and likened it to "blackmail." The government later came around, he said, reasoning that the deal might eventually encourage the United States to repatriate Cameroonian dissidents and separatists who had fled to America.

A U.S. official described the payment as part of an emerging Trump administration pattern of withholding money for country-specific United Nations programs as leverage in deportation deals.

A billboard of Cameroon's president, Paul Biya, in Yaounde, a day after the presidential election results were announced in October. Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images


For now, most of the deportees are being held in limbo at a state-run detention facility in Yaounde, Cameroon's capital. But behind closed doors, officials there have made it clear that the migrants would be sent back to their home countries.

"You are going to go back to your country," an official of Cameroon's foreign office told the deportees this month, according to a video recording obtained by The New York Times. "The new U.S. government has a policy," he added, "and they will do everything to deliver on that."

At least 17 migrants, accused of entering the United States illegally, have so far been deported to Cameroon since January as part of the deal. None of them is a citizen of Cameroon. The U.S. courts granted almost all of them protections intended to prevent the Trump administration from repatriating them to their home countries.

Among them are people who sought refuge in the United States because they were fleeing war or imprisonment for their political beliefs, or persecution because of their sexuality.

In interviews, deportees said they were placed on Department of Homeland Security flights in handcuffs and shackles. Many were unaware of where they were being taken. The Times interviewed five of the migrants after their deportations to Cameroon. They described feeling traumatized and afraid, stuck between seemingly endless detention and the possibility of being returned to danger in their home countries. Two of them called the deal dehumanizing, saying it amounted to an exchange of money for human lives.

An undated photo of the compound where the deportees are being held in Yaounde.


All spoke on the condition of anonymity because they feared retribution.

The State Department said it would not comment on the content of confidential communication or on how the payment to the United Nations was connected to the deportation agreement.

But in the public statement announcing the $30 million payment, the department said it had given the money to the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees' office in Cameroon to "facilitate the voluntary return of refugees" and "combat illegal immigration."

A separate U.N. body, the International Organization for Migration, which facilitates migration pathways for displaced people, said it had referred some of the migrants now in Cameroon to the UNHCR to apply for asylum.

But a spokesman for UNHCR said the $30 million had not been earmarked to help the deportees apply for asylum or be resettled. And the Cameroonian foreign office representative flatly told the group, "You are not refugees, you cannot seek refugee status in Cameroon."

When presented with The Times's findings, the UNHCR spokesman, Chris Melzer, said the organization had not been told that the State Department payment was made in support of the deportation deal. The funding, he said, was typical of the amount the office receives from the United States on an annual basis.

Mr. Melzer said Cameroon was facing its own migration problems. Hundreds of thousands of refugees from the Central African Republic need resettlement in eastern Cameroon, according to the United Nations, and tens of thousands of Nigerian refugees crowd camps in the country's far north.

It was unclear whether Cameroon received any money directly in exchange for accepting the deportees. The U.S. government has paid $32 million directly to countries in other third-party deportation deals, according to a recent investigation by the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations.

The State Department in Washington.  Nathan Howard for The New York Times


Eileen Sullivan contributed reporting.
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TMZ Sics Its Tipsters on a New Breed of Celebrity Villain: Members of Congress

After lawmakers left Washington for a two-week spring break with the Department of Homeland Security shut down, the Hollywood tabloid began publishing photographs of them living it up around the country.

A screenshot of a TMZ story about Senator Lindsey Graham's trip to Disney World. TMZ.com



By Catie Edmondson
Reporting from the Capitol


Apr 01, 2026 at 12:07 a.m.

TMZ, the Hollywood-based tabloid, is known for unleashing its throng of paparazzi and tipsters upon celebrities and then releasing photos of them in embarrassing or compromising situations.

On the 41st day of the shutdown of the Department of Homeland Security, as members of Congress began flying home for their scheduled spring recess after failing to reach a deal to reopen the agency, TMZ's founder, Harvey Levin, decided they should receive the same sort of scrutiny.

He published a series of photographs of Senator Lindsey Graham, Republican of South Carolina, including one of him holding a bubble wand at Disney World. There was an image of Representative Robert Garcia, Democrat of California, hanging out at the Fontainebleau Las Vegas resort. Some were pictures of lawmakers rushing through airports or on planes, making their escapes from Washington.

The goal seemed to be to show members of the House and Senate doing anything other than their jobs of funding the government, while federal workers went without pay.

"Maybe they're on a cruise somewhere, or in Hawaii or some other great place. We want those pictures," Mr. Levin said in a video encouraging members of the public to send in more such material. "And the point of this is to show how fed up the American people are -- because we are."

A photo submitted to TMZ of Senator Ted Cruz, Republican of Texas, at the Fort Lauderdale airport on Tuesday.  TMZ.com


Peeved travelers have heeded the message, and the result has been a rash of bipartisan shaming. TMZ published photos of Senators Bernie Sanders, independent of Vermont; Marsha Blackburn, Republican of Tennessee; and Ted Cruz, Republican of Texas, all independently flying home from Washington.

The outlet called out Representative Seth Magaziner, Democrat of Rhode Island, for plans to host a watch party for the inaugural season of "The Real Housewives of Rhode Island."

Perhaps no one fared worse than Mr. Graham, whose trip to Disney World TMZ has documented in an ongoing series featuring vignettes of him at Chef Mickey's, pouring a beverage steps away from a toque-clad Mickey Mouse mascot and waiting in line at the buffet; at the Magic Kingdom, carrying the bubble wand (on behalf of a child, his office told TMZ); and waiting in line to ride Space Mountain.

Members of Congress have become accustomed to being subject to "gotcha" moments on social media. But the extraordinary campaign, waged by a tabloid organization known for its aggressive reportorial methods including sometimes paying eyewitnesses for photos, is something of a departure for Washington, which has long been derisively termed "Hollywood for ugly people."

"Actually I don't mind what tmz is doing here," Mr. Garcia wrote on social media after the site published the photos of him at the casino. "Like the story says my dad has lived in Vegas for 15 years and I had just finished lunch with him. I try to see him whenever I can."

Mr. Garcia added: "Like I said a few days ago, Speaker Mike Johnson should have never sent us all home."

Representative Robert Garcia, Democrat of California, was seen in a Las Vegas casino on Sunday. After TMZ published the photos of him, Mr. Garcia wrote on social media that he was visiting his father, who lives in Las Vegas. TMZ.com


Mr. Graham, in a statement that TMZ published, said that his stop at Disney World was to "meet friends" after a meeting with President Trump and Steve Witkoff, the diplomatic envoy. "I voted 7 times to fully fund the government. Call a Democrat," he said.

On Sunday, he posted a picture of himself shooting skeet in South Carolina, apparently eager to show that while he was still on vacation, he was not spending his entire break at the "Most Magical Place on Earth."

In a separate video posted on Monday, Mr. Levin appeared to reject the explanations from members of both political parties, as he made a broad call for Americans to vote out members of Congress, even the ones they like, to send a message that they no longer trust the institution.

"There has to be some kind of a movement, because they are insulting our intelligence by thinking, 'Oh, we can get over on them by blaming it on the other party,'" he said. "It's not the other party, it's both parties, and we are kind of sick of the way they are patronizing us."

TMZ in recent years has bulked up its Washington coverage, sometimes stationing a cameraman at area airports, on the Capitol steps outside the House chamber where lawmakers exit after votes and, in one case, outside the MAGA-favored bistro Butterworth's on Capitol Hill as it hosted the Christmas party of the pardoned former Representative George Santos of New York.

"TMZ has covered politics for years, but several months ago we decided to amp up our presence and our voice," Mr. Levin said in a statement. "We now have a producer and a photog circulating in the Capitol, showing the intersection between politics and pop culture."

The site previously provided in-depth coverage of the fallout from an incident involving Representative Lauren Boebert, Republican of Colorado, after she was caught on a security camera in 2023 vaping and groping her date shortly before being ejected from a performance of the musical "Beetlejuice" in Denver.

It has routinely published short video interviews with the congresswoman as she departed a Washington-area airport, blaring headlines such as "Rep. Lauren Boebert Says Nothing Brewing With 50 Cent After Flirty Photo" and "Rep. Lauren Boebert Says Hookup Theater Guy Won't Get Another Date."

Members of Congress in both parties, many of whom routinely answer questions from reporters in the hallways of the Capitol, have recorded video interviews with TMZ, billed in screaming headlines as "EXCLUSIVE" to the site.

Mr. Levin said the staff "spontaneously came up with the idea to juxtapose members of Congress on their spring break against federal workers who are losing their homes, their cars, their livelihoods."

TMZ's presence in Washington, he added, "will sometimes be fun, sometimes intensely serious."

The outlet's founder, Harvey Levin, urged his audience to send in pictures of lawmakers taking vacation even as federal workers went without paychecks. TMZ has since published photos of Senator Lindsey Graham, Republican of South Carolina, at Disney World, and Representative Robert Garcia, Democrat of California, at a casino bar in Las Vegas.It comes as TMZ has bulked up its Washington coverage in recent years, stationing cameramen outside the Capitol and at the airports to film chatty interviews with the most bombastic lawmakers.When members of Congress scattered around the country for their scheduled spring break after failing to reach a deal to end the shutdown at the Department of Homeland Security, TMZ put out a call to action.
Katie Robertson contributed reporting.
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Trump Attends Supreme Court Oral Arguments, Then Leaves an Hour In

President Trump's presence in the court, a presidential first, put him face to face with justices whom he has tried to bully and intimidate.

Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. and Justices Elena Kagan, Brett M. Kavanaugh and Amy Coney Barrett attended President Trump's State of the Union address in February. Tierney L. Cross/The New York Times



By Ann E. Marimow, Zolan Kanno-Youngs and Miriam Jordan
Ann E. Marimow and Miriam Jordan reported from the Supreme Court. Zolan Kanno-Youngs reported from Washington.


Apr 01, 2026 at 08:16 p.m.

President Trump had seen enough.

He spent about an hour listening to the government make its case against birthright citizenship at the Supreme Court on Wednesday, making him the first sitting president to attend oral arguments at the high court.

His presence, which put him face-to-face with justices whom he has tried to bully and intimidate, only raised the stakes of an already closely watched case about what it means to be an American, an issue that was key to his political rise.

But about 13 minutes into the opposing argument by the American Civil Liberties Union, Mr. Trump abruptly got up and walked out, trailed by two escorts.

Mr. Trump has made little room for dissent during his second stint in the White House, and it was no different on Wednesday at the court. Mr. Trump observed the proceedings from the courtroom's public gallery, listening as the justices across the ideological spectrum questioned his efforts to strictly limit birthright citizenship.

During oral arguments, spectators are generally expected to remain seated and silent.

Mr. Trump has long attacked judges who defy him, but the president's relationship with the Supreme Court justices became even more strained after the court's decision in February to invalidate his tariffs plan, which like immigration is at the heart of his administration's agenda.

A hush came over the courtroom as Mr. Trump entered the room. He arrived about 10 minutes before the oral arguments began, accompanied by his attorney general, Pam Bondi, as well as the White House counsel, David Warrington.

Wearing a red tie, Mr. Trump sat with his hands clasped in his lap as the arguments delved quickly into a history lesson about the 19th century debate surrounding the 14th Amendment. The president's seat was at least half a dozen rows behind the lectern, where his solicitor general, D. John Sauer, stands. Mr. Sauer previously worked as Mr. Trump's personal lawyer. The justices did not appear to acknowledge Mr. Trump's presence, instead focusing their attention on the two lawyers presenting the case.

Mr. Trump departed the Supreme Court just as Cecillia Wang, the A.C.L.U. lawyer, and the justices went back and forth on questions central to the case, including whether undocumented immigrants or temporary visitors, such as students or workers on visas, should receive automatic U.S. citizenship.

Upon his return to the White House, Mr. Trump issued a public reaction to the arguments on social media, falsely claiming the United States was "the only Country in the World STUPID enough to allow 'Birthright' Citizenship!" The United States is among at least 30 countries that automatically grant citizenship to anyone born within its borders.

Mr. Trump, who has appointed three justices to the Supreme Court, has often talked about the justices not as independent checks on his power appointed for their expertise, but as loyalists who should support his agenda. Last month, he suggested that Justices Neil M. Gorsuch and Amy Coney Barrett, whom he nominated during his first term, were "an embarrassment to their families" because they had joined the majority in voting against his tariffs plan.

Legal experts said that Mr. Trump's presence at the court on Wednesday was a show of power.

"Is there any question? It's an attempt to intimidate the justices," said Steven Lubet, an emeritus professor at Northwestern University's School of Law who focuses on legal ethics. "It's a challenge to the Supreme Court's independence."

Mr. Trump has taken steps throughout his time in office to erode checks on his power and encroach on traditionally independent agencies. He has ousted inspectors general, installed loyalists at the Justice Department and delivered broadsides against judges defying his executive power.

Mr. Trump had mused about attending the Supreme Court's arguments about tariffs, but did not make an appearance.

Many people outside the court expressed strong opposition to the president's presence on Wednesday.

"I think it's basically kind of a strong-arming tactic, wanting to be there, intimidate them with his presence," said Michelle McKeithen, one of the people who gathered outside the court during the arguments. "And kind of a statement of: 'Make a decision while I'm here, looking you dead in your eye -- and don't make the wrong decision.'"

Earlier this week, Mr. Trump continued to express displeasure with the Supreme Court -- insisting the justices must prove their intelligence by siding with him on the birthright citizenship issue, which he sees as key to his administration's efforts to crack down on illegal immigration.

The president and his top advisers have long contended that foreigners have incentives to travel to the United States to have babies, and that so-called birth tourism is a national security threat.

"Birthright Citizenship is not about rich people from China, and the rest of the World, who want their children, and hundreds of thousands more, FOR PAY, to ridiculously become citizens of the United States of America. It is about the BABIES OF SLAVES!" he posted on social media earlier this week.

The president appeared to be referring to his argument that the 14th Amendment was intended only to grant citizenship to freed slaves after the Civil War and not to broadly guarantee it to everyone born in the United States, a claim with which even many conservative scholars disagree.

Many other presidents, including John Quincy Adams, Abraham Lincoln and Richard Nixon, have made appearances in the courtroom. But they all did so as lawyers arguing cases, before or after serving in the White House, according to Clare Cushman, a historian with the Supreme Court Historical Society.

Weeks after Mr. Trump responded to the Supreme Court's tariff decision by calling the court's majority a "disgrace to our nation," Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. appeared to warn about the increasingly harsh rhetoric aimed at justices, calling it "dangerous."

"It's got to stop," he said during an appearance at Rice University.

Kate Shaw, a law professor at the University of Pennsylvania, said that it was fine "in theory" for Mr. Trump to attend the Supreme Court arguments.

But given his previous insults about the justices who voted against him, Ms. Shaw said that "this seems like a way to send the message that justices who vote against his birthright citizenship order are in for more such attacks."

Aishvarya Kavi and Zach Montague contributed reporting.
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He Won Birthright Citizenship for All. His Own Family Never Knew.

Wong Kim Ark brought his case to the Supreme Court in 1898. But some of his descendants didn't even know his name until about 15 years ago.

Sandra and Norman Wong, the grandchildren of Wong Kim Ark, whose victory in the 1898 Supreme Court case affirmed automatic citizenship for nearly all children born in the United States. Minh Connors for The New York Times



By Amy Qin
Amy Qin writes about Asian American communities.


Apr 01, 2026 at 04:00 p.m.

Sandra Wong was at her father's funeral, looking at a display of mementos, when she saw a newspaper clipping and learned something surprising: She was a direct descendant of Wong Kim Ark, a cook in San Francisco who was behind the landmark 1898 Supreme Court decision granting citizenship to virtually anyone born on American soil.

Before that day in 2011, she had never even heard of the name Wong Kim Ark. Nor had she known that birthright citizenship was a contentious issue, as it is now once again. On Wednesday, the Supreme Court will hear arguments on the constitutionality of President Trump's executive order last year rolling back birthright citizenship for the children of undocumented immigrants and temporary visitors, including international students.

"I always thought that if you were born in America, you were a citizen," she said.

That Ms. Wong was not aware of her genealogical link is partly a measure of how deeply ingrained birthright citizenship has become in the American consciousness and how rarely Wong Kim Ark's case is taught in schools.

The Wongs learned that Wong Kim Ark was born in 1870 in San Francisco's Chinatown, just a few miles from where they grew up. Minh Connors for The New York Times


As Ms. Wong dug more into her family history, she found a rich and complex legacy -- one that shows how birthright citizenship gave her family members a powerful legal foothold in the country, but not complete acceptance, which they struggled to attain.

Discrimination and bias continued. Family members were separated across oceans. And, caught between the pressure to assimilate and the desire to maintain ties to their heritage, the descendants of Wong Kim Ark had to make difficult choices about which stories and traditions to pass down to their children -- and which to withhold.

"We tend to sell this idea of American citizenship as the pinnacle in an immigrant story that somehow marks your complete acceptance in society," said Hardeep Dhillon, a history professor at the University of Pennsylvania. "But in reality, you can be a U.S. citizen and still have very differentiated rights."

Growing up in San Francisco, Ms. Wong and her three brothers did not hear much about either side of their family.

Their mother, Kimiko Takeuchi, who was Japanese American, had been interned along with her family in an incarceration camp in Utah during World War II, but did not speak often about that experience.

Their father, Wong Yook Jim, also rarely talked about the past. He worked as a ship steward and traveled for long stretches at a time. They knew that he was Chinese, but didn't know much more.

The Wongs' parents, Wong Yook Jim and Kimiko Takeuchi. Norman Wong


Later, they learned that he had known about the Supreme Court case. But he never mentioned it to his children.

"You could tell there was a lot of pain," said one of his sons, Norman Wong, now 76.

The Wongs have since learned that their grandfather, Wong Kim Ark, was born in 1870 in San Francisco's Chinatown, just a few miles from where they grew up. His parents had come as part of a wave of Chinese workers who flocked to the United States starting in the mid-1800s.

But these laborers soon encountered virulent racism and violence, and increasing restrictions in the form of federal laws like the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, which barred most Chinese people from entering the country.

Around that time, Mr. Wong went back to China with his family. But he soon tried to return to the United States, lured by the promise of higher wages.

After being denied re-entry in 1895, he took the extraordinary step of suing the United States government. He was only 24 years old, a cook in Chinatown who wore a braided queue.

Even after he won the case, Mr. Wong's struggles continued. Like most Americans of Chinese descent at the time, he was repeatedly subject to interrogations by border officials and had to obtain letters from white witnesses attesting to his birth in America, said Beth Lew-Williams, a history professor at Princeton University.

Mr. Wong also tried to bring his sons from China, where they were born, to the United States, which had better economic opportunities.

Because Mr. Wong was an American citizen, his children should also have been considered citizens. But officials denied entry to one son after days of interrogation. His three other sons were also subject to intense questioning, but were ultimately permitted entry.

The youngest was Yook Jim, Sandra and Norman's father, who was admitted in 1926 at the age of around 11. (The Wong family and some experts now believe that Yook Jim may not have been Wong Kim Ark's son, but rather his grandson, based on the timing.)

Even though Kim Ark eventually moved to China, Yook Jim stayed. Still a child, he settled with distant relatives in the Midwest, Norman said. Like many Chinese boys at the time, he would have been expected to work and send money back home to relatives.

He later moved to San Francisco and married Ms. Takeuchi, with whom he had four children, including Norman and Sandra.

In 1945, he enlisted in the U.S. Navy under the name James Yuen Wong. Decades later, he would still speak proudly of his service, Ms. Wong recalled.

But he also held on to his Chinese roots. Ms. Wong recalled seeing the flag of the People's Republic of China flying outside his home in Rio Linda, Calif. He later took a second wife in Hong Kong, and had another child.

Now, almost 130 years since Wong Kim Ark successfully won the right to be an American, some of his descendants have only faint ties to their ancestral homeland.

Growing up in San Francisco, Norman and Sandra spoke English at home. They watched Disney movies and westerns on television.

They didn't celebrate any Chinese holidays and knew only vaguely about anti-Chinese exclusion laws.

They went to college. Norman attended the University of California, Berkeley, and went on to work in different jobs, including as a carpenter. Sandra went to San Francisco State University, and worked in marketing.

It never occurred to them that they might be anything other than American. They know whom to thank for that.

"If he had not fought for that right," Mr. Wong said. "I probably wouldn't have existed."

@Amy Qin, thank you for this excellent profile. My own grandmother was born in 1886 in Chicago, the daughter of German immigrants. In 1912, while visiting her mother's family, she met her future husband. They married soon after World War I, at  which point she lost her U.S. citizenship. Even after moving back to her home town, she had to reapply for her citizenship, and did not win it back again until the 1950s. As a result of her story, I am always mindful of how tenuously even birthright citizens are bound to their country.@Amy Qin Useful, particularly today, to separate out the questions of birthright citizenship and immigration. Chinese and other Asian immigrants were still largely barred from the United States until the 1950s, with those restrictions lifted largely as a part of the broader civil rights movement.

The fortunes of Asian immigrants and Black Americans are more closely tied together than some people today would like to admit.I started talking to Norman Wong over a year ago, just after President Trump issued his executive order rolling back birthright citizenship. I was struck when he said he hadn't even heard of Wong Kim Ark until he was in his 50s - that's how settled that precedent was. I found myself wondering what had happened in the intervening years, so I kept talking to the Wongs.
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Supreme Court's Birthright Decision Could Deal a Heavy Blow to Asians

A new study found that an end to universal birthright citizenship would disproportionately affect babies born to Asian parents.

Demonstrators outside the Supreme Court on Wednesday. Anna Rose Layden for The New York Times



By Miriam Jordan
Miriam Jordan is a national immigration correspondent.


Apr 01, 2026 at 09:58 p.m.

If President Trump succeeds in eliminating universal birthright citizenship, there could be 6.4 million U.S.-born children without legal status by 2050, according to a new study.

In addition to affecting undocumented immigrants in the country, the authors say, that change would have a disproportionate effect on Asians who are in the country lawfully.

The Supreme Court is hearing arguments on Wednesday over Mr. Trump's executive order to deny U.S. citizenship to children born in the country to undocumented immigrants and to those born to foreign nationals in the country lawfully on temporary visas. His plan, if upheld by the court, would reinterpret the 14th Amendment of the Constitution.

The largest number of people affected would be Hispanics, according to the study, which was conducted by Penn State scholars who research immigration. Latinos make up the largest undocumented group in the United States, and Hispanic babies would account for eight out of 10 people born in the country but not considered American citizens by 2050.

However, the biggest relative change in births of babies without citizenship would be among Asians,  at 41 per 1,000 Asian immigrants. That compares with 17 births of children without citizenship per 1,000 undocumented Latinos, according to the authors of the study.

"For Latinos, we would see the most growth in absolute numbers of undocumented people," said Jennifer Van Hook, a demographer who is a co-author of the study, which was based on analysis of census data and immigration records.

"But relative to the small size of the undocumented Asian population, we would see very high numbers of Asian children born in the U.S. without citizenship," she said. "We would be creating an undocumented population of Asians out of thin air."

Many of the children would be born to parents from countries such as India and China who are in the United States on student or work visas. Under Mr. Trump's executive order, they would no longer be U.S. citizens.

About half the people in the country on temporary student and work visas eventually obtain legal permanent residency, which puts them on the path to American citizenship. If birthright citizenship is eliminated, their children would have no such path.

Most of them have been working and paying taxes in the United States for years and are in their prime childbearing years. And many have been waiting in a backlog for more than a decade to obtain permanent legal residency through their employer. Often, they have already had children born in the United States who have the full rights of citizenry.

"This executive order would generate mixed-status families for Asians, where parents are here legally waiting for green cards and would have children akin to undocumented," said Nicole Kriesberg, who is an assistant professor of public policy at Penn State and an author of the study.

"The U.S. would be recruiting people for these visas and depriving their children of citizenship," she said.

The United States is among at least 30 countries that automatically grant citizenship to anyone born within its borders. The beneficiaries include the children of foreign nationals in the country on temporary visas, millions of undocumented residents as well as so-called birth tourists, who travel to the United States while pregnant with the objective of having American babies.

Of the 51.3 million people in the United States in 2023 who were born in another country, nearly half were citizens, according to a report last year by the Migration Policy Institute. Another 19 percent were lawful permanent residents who could become naturalized citizens. And 5 percent were in the country on student, work or other temporary visas.

The remaining 27 percent, or about 13.7 million people, were undocumented.

Beyond significantly adding to the undocumented immigrant population, the end of birthright citizenship for many children could create an underclass of U.S.-born children that would stretch across generations, according to the institute's report.

In a brief filed to the Supreme Court, 141 scholars said that research has demonstrated that Mr. Trump's order would cause "great harm" to the children and their families and communities, as well the U.S. economy. (The Penn State scholars are not part of this group.)

"If enforced, the order would dramatically expand the undocumented population of the U.S., destabilizing U.S. communities and labor markets," they wrote.
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Latino Republicans in South Texas Break With Trump Over Birthright Citizenship

Frustrated by the Trump administration's immigration crackdown, some Latino voters say they also disagree with his plan, now before the Supreme Court, to reject automatic citizenship for children born in the United States to immigrant parents. 

Samuel Garza, 62, an actor, was born in the United States to immigrant parents. He is dismayed about the Trump administration's proposed changes to birthright citizenship. Gabriel V. Cardenas for The New York Times



By Jazmine Ulloa
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Mar 31, 2026 at 04:02 p.m.

Outside a cafe in South Texas, Samuel Garza, an actor on break with his Mexican cinema troupe, was bracing for one of the most consequential immigration decisions in a century: Whether the Supreme Court would preserve automatic citizenship for anyone born on American soil.

Mr. Garza, 62, voted for President Trump three times, he said, because he believed his administration would be a boon for the economy.

But he became dismayed when Mr. Trump signed an executive order last year seeking to restrict automatic citizenship for babies born in the United States to parents who are not citizens or legal permanent residents. For more than a century, birthright citizenship was considered settled law, guaranteed by the 14th Amendment. It had also made Mr. Garza, an American born to Mexican parents in McAllen, Texas, a citizen by birth.

"It is saddening," Mr. Garza said, as the Supreme Court takes up a case Wednesday that will decide the fate of the right. If the precedent is overturned, he said, "it would hurt so many families who come here to contribute and make lives here."

Roberto Hinojosa holds a photo of his parents and older brother at his home in Edinburg, Texas. Gabriel V. Cardenas for The New York Times


In interviews with more than two dozen Latino Republicans, almost all of them supported the right of citizenship upon birth on U.S. soil, which many saw as a fundamental tenet of the American dream. Some expressed concerns about potential abuse, including by undocumented immigrants, but did not necessarily support eliminating the right all together. 

Historically, Latino Republicans have been more supportive of birthright citizenship than non-Hispanic white Republicans, according to polling. That right has been central to questions of identity and belonging along the southern border, where the line defining who is American has shifted -- figuratively and physically -- over time.

As the birthright debate has heated up, some Latino Republicans in the region said the Trump administration's efforts to restrict the right added to their wider frustrations over how the president has carried out his immigrant detention and deportation campaign.

Near the Rex Cafe and Bakery in downtown McAllen, Mr. Garza said he was not sure whether his parents, a carpenter and a housewife, had crossed into the United States legally when they came in the 1960s in search of a better life.

He said he had not opposed Mr. Trump's promises to round up criminals who had unlawfully entered the country. 

But he began rethinking his political affiliation in recent months as he watched federal agents detain hard-working families and kill people. Limiting birthright citizenship seemed like it would only cause more immigration problems, rather than solve them, Mr. Garza said.

"I don't think I can vote Republican anymore," he said.

"If you are born in the United States, you are a citizen -- it's pretty clear in the 14th Amendment," Mr. Manrrique said. Gabriel V. Cardenas for The New York Times


Further north, in the city of Edinburg, Santiago Manrrique, 59, a retired police officer who ran unsuccessfully for sheriff three times and goes by the nickname Jimmy, said he went from being a Democrat to a Republican years ago and did not plan to switch back. But he added that he did not believe the administration or the Supreme Court should revisit the birthright issue at all.

Mr. Manrrique's maternal relatives in South Texas had become American when the border was redrawn in 1848 after Mexico lost more than half its territory in the Mexican-American War. His paternal grandparents migrated from Mexico to the United States illegally sometime in the 1910s. His father was born in America, making him a birthright citizen.

"If you are born in the United States, you are a citizen -- it's pretty clear in the 14th Amendment," he said.

Nationwide, Hispanic voters shifted right in 2024, citing the economy and the southern border as top concerns. As the president's aggressive immigration enforcement operations have continued, recent polls exposed cracks in his base.

Birthright citizenship, in particular, has been a sticking point for Hispanic Republicans. One Pew study released last summer found the group was far more likely than other Republicans to support birthright citizenship, with 55 percent saying people born to unauthorized immigrants should be U.S. citizens.

In South Texas, some Latino Republicans recalled how opposition to birthright citizenship was driven by concerns over Mexican mothers crossing into the U.S. to have "anchor babies," an offensive slur used to denote the children of noncitizens. But Latino Republicans argued that the United States benefited more from the extension of birthright citizenship to all people than it lost through potential fraud.

"The concerns are exaggerated," Mr. Manrrique said.

Roberto Hinojosa and his wife, Erica Hinojosa, at their home in Edinburg, Texas. Gabriel V. Cardenas for The New York Times


One recent push to root out fraud in birth citizen cases struck a particular nerve in the region. In the 1980s and 1990s, federal authorities uncovered a widespread scheme in South Texas in which midwives created fraudulent U.S. birth certificates for some children born in Mexico. The exact figures vary, but one investigation put the number of children in possession of illicit records at more than 1,500.

Decades later, federal immigration agencies began denying U.S. passports to all South Texans born with the help of any of the 75 convicted midwives from 1960 to 2008. One of those Texans was Robert Hinojosa, 51, an American plunged into a bureaucratic nightmare when he applied for his passport more than a decade ago.

At their home, Mr. Hinojosa, the son of a farmworker and a housewife, laid out the packet of documents he and his wife Erica, 49, had to chase down as they sought to prove he had indeed been born in the United States. The packet included his parents' tattered birth records from their respective Mexican towns and his own birth and baptism records, as well as immunization cards and school transcripts.

The couple worried that many families would face similar challenges should the Supreme Court side with the Trump administration. Ms. Hinojosa feared that an emboldened administration could enable federal authorities to strip citizenship from Mexican Americans retroactively.

"It would be a mess," she said.
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C.D.C. Pauses Testing for Rabies and Pox Viruses

The diseases were removed from a list of tests the agency conducts for state and local health departments. Experts worry that with drastic staff reductions, the testing may not resume.

A swab that tested positive for the mpox virus in a laboratory at the University of Washington in Seattle in 2022. Karen Ducey/Getty Images



By Apoorva Mandavilli



Apr 01, 2026 at 10:51 p.m.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has temporarily paused testing for rabies and pox viruses, the family of viruses that includes smallpox and mpox, according to an update to the agency's website on Monday.

The C.D.C. offers testing for dozens of pathogens to assist state and local public health laboratories that are not equipped to conduct them. The organization began evaluating its tests in late 2024 as part of an agencywide review.

But widespread layoffs, hiring freezes and resignations have shrunk the number of qualified scientists who can assist state labs. The C.D.C.'s rabies and pox virus teams have lost many of their members. By July, the rabies team will be down to just one person with the clinical expertise to advise state and local officials, and the pox virus team will have none.

The teams already have too few members to offer after-hours advice for states as the agency has long done, according to an official with knowledge of the situation who asked to remain anonymous because of fear of retaliation.

Several public health experts said they were concerned with the shortage of testing and expertise at the nation's infectious disease agency. The country faces the threat of emerging diseases such as bird flu and is also preparing for major events, including the World Cup tournament and the celebrations for the 250th anniversary of U.S. independence, that will amass large crowds.

"In relative peacetime of no major outbreaks, no major pandemics, it'll be fine," said Jill Taylor, who directed the Wadsworth Center, New York State's public health laboratory, until October 2020.

But, she said, "If we have an emergency all of a sudden, God help us."

Andrew Nixon, a spokesman for the Department of Health and Human Services, did not provide details about the availability of specific tests.

But he said in an emailed statement, "We anticipate some of these tests will be available through C.D.C. labs again in the coming weeks."

"In the meantime," he added, "C.D.C. stands ready to support our state and local partners to access the public health testing they need."

Though fewer than five Americans are diagnosed with rabies each year, testing remains important because the virus, which infects animals like raccoons, bats and skunks, is nearly always fatal if not treated promptly. Andres Kudacki for The New York Times


Two state public health labs, in New York and California, have the capability to provide rabies testing, and many labs are able to conduct preliminary tests for pox viruses. But the C.D.C. typically confirms such infections and only the agency can track diseases nationwide.

"It's not just about the laboratory testing; it's about the actionable data," said Leonard Peruski, director of the Wadsworth Center.

"If we have something bad in another state that happens, will the rest of the country find out about it in a timely fashion to make a difference?" Dr. Peruski said.

"Should, heaven forbid, another pandemic start up, we would not have that capacity," he added, speaking of the Wadsworth Center. "Our resources would have to be directed to the state of New York."

In 2025, Wadsworth received more than 13,000 samples from 23 states to test for diseases including chikungunya, dengue, West Nile and other viruses, as well as a case of drug-resistant tuberculosis in Texas. The center also served as the national reference laboratory for influenza last summer.

Fewer than five Americans are diagnosed with rabies each year. But testing is important because the virus infects a few thousand animals, including bats, raccoons and skunks, and about 60,000 people are treated for potential exposure to the virus. The disease is nearly always fatal in people who are not treated promptly.

The United States first had a major outbreak of mpox, a cousin of smallpox, in 2022, but hundreds of cases were reported last year. More than a dozen cases of a more severe type of mpox previously only seen in Africa have also been reported in the United States.

Widespread layoffs at the C.D.C. last April did not affect the center in which the rabies and pox virus teams work. But appointments for many specialized scientists could not be renewed because of federal hiring freezes.

"I'm concerned about where we go from here," said Scott Becker, chief executive of the Association of Public Health Laboratories. "The bleeding inside C.D.C. has got to stop."

For more than a year, the agency has been without a permanent leader to forestall or plan for such crises. Instead, a series of acting directors and political appointees have made decisions at the agency for all but four weeks of President Trump's second term.

Dr. Taylor, who was part of a committee convened to assess the agency's lab operations, said the C.D.C.'s approach to testing had longstanding problems that needed to be addressed.

A colorized transmission electron micrograph of mpox virus particles, in red and yellow, in an infected cell, blue. NIH-NIAID/Image Point FR/BSIP/Universal Images Group, via Getty Images


Early in the Covid-19 pandemic, the agency struggled to develop and distribute accurate testing kits. During the outbreak of mpox in 2022, the C.D.C. had an effective test but took weeks to make it widely available. In the interim, clinicians needed to order it from public health laboratories, leading to long delays in diagnosis.

Those failures made it clear that the agency needed to collaborate with academic, commercial and hospital labs to develop and distribute tests, according to the report released in 2023 by Dr. Taylor and other committee members. Major decisions about tests required input from more than 100 people at the agency, the report found, and the C.D.C. did not have enough people certified to ensure the quality of laboratory testing.

In response to the report, the C.D.C. began assessing whether to streamline its portfolio of more than 500 diagnostic test methods, according to a notice sent by the Association of Public Health Laboratories to its members in December 2024, a copy of which was reviewed by The New York Times.

Some tests were discontinued because they were available at commercial or academic labs, according to the agency's website. Others required specialized reagents that were no longer regularly available or relied on outdated techniques. 

"Knowing there's a weakness in the system is good information, because you can do something about it," Dr. Taylor said. But "I have no trust in this administration to do something about it."

As the tests being evaluated were moved on and off the list, the number of the ones unavailable has fluctuated from nearly 50 in January 2025 to 38 in June 2025 and to 27 as of this week.

Among others, the C.D.C. has discontinued testing for Oropouche virus, a pathogen transmitted by mosquitoes and midges, also called no-see-ums, that causes severe joint pain, vomiting and fever, since at least November. 
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New Book by JD Vance Will Explore His Conversion to Catholicism

The vice president's book, to be released in June, will detail his return to Christianity after leaving the loosely evangelical practice of his childhood.

Vice President JD Vance's faith has become a conspicuous part of his political biography. Elizabeth Frantz for The New York Times



By Lisa Lerer and Elizabeth Dias



Mar 31, 2026 at 11:11 p.m.

Vice President JD Vance, the country's most powerful Roman Catholic politician, will publish a memoir about his conversion to the faith, his publisher, HarperCollins Publishers, announced on Tuesday.

The book, titled "Communion: Finding My Way Back to Faith," will be released on June 16 and will detail Mr. Vance's return to Christianity after leaving the loosely evangelical practice of his childhood and his eventual conversion to Catholicism.

"I'm a Christian, and I became a Christian because I believe that Jesus Christ's teachings are true," Mr. Vance said in a news release announcing the book. "But I didn't always think that, and by sharing my journey I might be helpful to others -- Catholic, Protestant or otherwise -- who are seeking reconciliation with God."

The publisher framed the book as an exploration of how Mr. Vance's faith guides his politics and also as a spiritual guide intended to draw others to the Catholic faith.

The announcement comes as many Republican strategists, officials and voters look to Mr. Vance as the early front-runner in the 2028 Republican primary race to succeed President Trump. While Mr. Vance has said "it feels so premature" to discuss the contest, he has been taking steps to demonstrate his support of the president's MAGA base.

Mr. Vance's faith has become a conspicuous part of his political biography, driving his views on issues like opposition to abortion rights and encouraging Americans to have more children. It has earned him early support from influential conservative Christian leaders.

His book is an effort to position Mr. Vance as a political leader -- and potential next Republican presidential nominee -- but also supports a larger effort by socially conservative leaders, activists and politicians to strengthen the power of conservative Christianity in American life.

Mr. Vance converted to Catholicism in 2019 at age 35, after a bespoke, private instruction with Dominican Friars in Cincinnati. He was inspired by St. Augustine, the political theologian whom he chose as his patron saint, and whose treatise "City of God" challenged Rome's ruling class in the fifth century.

"It was the best criticism of our modern age I'd ever read," Mr. Vance later wrote in a Catholic journal. "A society oriented entirely towards consumption and pleasure, spurning duty and virtue."

But his newfound faith has come with complications, particularly as he has at times justified the Trump White House's aggressive deportation campaign with his own interpretation of Catholic doctrine. His views prompted a strong denunciation from leaders in the Vatican and are in opposition to the priorities set by the most high-profile American Catholic, Pope Leo XIV.

Conservative Catholicism has grown increasingly powerful in American politics in recent years, particularly as converts, lay people like Mr. Vance and Catholic justices on the Supreme Court have elevated the place of their religious beliefs into American public life. This Easter, Catholic churches across the country have reported a surge of converts.

The title of Mr. Vance's new book, "Communion," also references the Eucharist, a central sacrament of Catholicism. The Eucharist has become a powerful symbol in American politics, as some American Catholic bishops publicly argued that top Democratic leaders, including former President Joseph R. Biden Jr. and Representative Nancy Pelosi, the former House speaker, should be denied communion over their support for abortion rights.

Mr. Vance's first book, "Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a Family and Culture in Crisis," detailed his journey from a hardscrabble childhood in Middletown, Ohio, a decaying steel town, and a family riddled with addiction struggles to Yale Law School.

Published in the summer of 2016, the best-selling book was widely seen by many liberals as an insightful analysis of the white working class that drove Mr. Trump to his surprise victory that year. It became a global hit that spent more than 200 weeks on the New York Times best-seller list and sold more than five million copies worldwide, according to HarperCollins.

The book put Mr. Vance on the political map, making him a national celebrity and a natural messenger for Mr. Trump's populist movement -- even as he, at times, delivered public and private criticism of the president.

In the years since, Democrats have accused Mr. Vance of overstating his blue-collar roots and turning his back on the working-class voters he purports to represent. This month, Gov. Andy Beshear of Kentucky said Mr. Vance's first memoir amounted to "poverty tourism" and "trafficked in this tired stereotype" about the region.

With a memoir about his faith, Mr. Vance could appeal to a different and potentially wider audience than a purely political book might draw. Sales of books about religion and faith, including Bible sales, have surged recently, while overall nonfiction sales have stagnated.

Mr. Vance had previously been at work on a book about his Christian faith for HarperCollins, but set it aside in 2022. "Communion" is partly a continuation of that project, according to a HarperCollins spokeswoman.

Alexandra Alter contributed reporting.
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Trump Signs Order Seeking Federal Control of Mail Voting as He Promotes False Claims

Election experts and Democratic officials called the order legally invalid, and Democrats quickly sued over it.

 Doug Mills/The New York Times



By Nick Corasaniti and Michael Gold



Apr 01, 2026 at 07:41 a.m.

President Trump on Tuesday stepped up efforts to promote his false claims of widespread voting fraud, signing an executive order of questionable constitutionality seeking to create a national list of citizens that would determine voting eligibility and restrict mail ballots.

Mr. Trump acknowledged that the order, which comes as a bill he has been pushing to restrict mail voting has languished in Congress, could face legal hurdles.

"I believe it's foolproof," Mr. Trump said about the executive order before signing it in the Oval Office. "And maybe it'll be tested. Maybe it won't."

The president has no explicit constitutional authority over elections, and many aspects of the order appear difficult to enforce.

It directs the Department of Homeland Security to create a "state citizenship list" based on data from citizenship and naturalization records, Social Security records and other federal databases.

The order directs federal officials to send the list to state election officials, and orders the attorney general to prioritize prosecution of election officials who provide federal ballots to ineligible voters. It also directs the U.S. Postal Service not to transmit mail-in or absentee ballots from any individual not included on the "state citizenship list."

Election experts and Democratic state election officials rejected the president's directive as legally invalid. Officials in Arizona and Oregon pledged to fight the executive order in court. Marc Elias, a Democratic election lawyer, also vowed to file a lawsuit against the order.

On Wednesday, Democrats followed through on the promise, filing a lawsuit over the executive order. The lawsuit argues that the Constitution gives Congress the power over elections and that Trump's order goes beyond his presidential authority.

Senator Chuck Schumer, Democrat of New York and the minority leader, accused Mr. Trump in a statement of trying to "undo a fair election with this outlandish executive order."

Mr. Schumer and Representative Hakeem Jeffries, Democrat of New York and the House minority leader, are plaintiffs in the lawsuit, along with the Democratic National Committee and organizations representing Democratic governors, senators and representatives.

"The Constitution doesn't allow the executive to take over elections administration, that's a job for the state legislatures or Congress, and so I don't think this is going to pass any sort of judicial muster," Adrian Fontes, Arizona's secretary of state, said in an interview. "So this is a big, giant waste of time, and it's an attention grab from the Trump administration."

He added: "The greatest threat to American elections is Donald Trump lying about them. Our elections are in good shape."

Ballots being cast on Election Day in 2024. Karsten Moran for The New York Times


Mr. Trump has long fixated on mail-in voting to bolster his baseless claims of widespread fraud in elections. On Tuesday, he reiterated his false claims that "cheating among mail-in voting is legendary." Voter fraud in the United States is extremely rare, and Trump's continued claims about large-scale "cheating" in elections have never been proven or substantiated.

The Constitution grants no explicit authority to the executive branch regarding elections. It grants the states broad authority to conduct elections, including the "time, place and manner," and it dictates that Congress may pass laws overseeing elections.

Courts have largely blocked Mr. Trump's previous executive order, signed last year, seeking to require documentary proof of citizenship to vote, among other changes. And in January, a federal judge blocked the administration from withholding federal election funds to states that do not alter their voting procedures in line with the president's demands.

Mr. Trump's latest order attempts to harness the U.S. Postal Service to control who gets access to mail ballots.

"The states run these elections," said Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick, who joined Mr. Trump in the Oval Office Tuesday. "If they want to use the U.S. Postal Service, they are going to get a code, a bar code from the U.S. Postal Service, and they are going to put that on the envelope, and we will have one envelope per vote."

A U.S. Postal Service spokesman said that agency was reviewing the order.

Sean Morales-Doyle, director of the Brennan Center's Voting Rights and Elections Program, said the executive order is "flatly illegal." He added: "The president doesn't have any authority to write the rules that govern our elections. The Constitution gives that power to Congress and to the states, not to the president."

Mr. Trump's announcement that the government is creating a "state citizenship list" comes as the administration has been largely stymied in its efforts to build a national voter database. The Justice Department has attempted to get the private, unredacted voter rolls from nearly every state in the country, but only about 12 states have agreed to provide the data, according to the Brennan Center for Justice.

Attempts to force at least 29 states to hand over their voter rolls through litigation have so far been unsuccessful. Some Republican-controlled states, including Utah, Oklahoma and West Virginia, have been among those that have resisted the Justice Department's requests.

Election officials have said that any national voter list would likely be rife with errors because each state's voter file is updated every day, changing as voters move away, naturalize, turn 18 or die. As soon as a national list were created, it would be out of date.

Mr. Trump has for weeks been pushing Congress to pass a bill that would impose restrictions on voting and mail-in ballots and would require states to turn over their voter rolls to the Department of Homeland Security for the agency to remove people flagged as noncitizens.

But that legislation has no clear path to passage, with Democrats unanimously opposing it and some Republican senators objecting to adding restrictions on voting by mail, which is a main method of voting in multiple states.

Lawmakers left Washington last Friday for a planned two-week recess with no significant progress toward passing the measure.

Some Republicans have committed to attaching Mr. Trump's desired restrictions to a new bill they can push through on a party-line vote using a special process known as budget reconciliation. But that procedure has strict limits that may make it difficult to do so.

Though Mr. Trump has long been skeptical of voting by mail, criticizing the practice while a candidate during the 2016 election, it was not until it became a partisan liability that he took a far more aggressive posture.

During the 2020 election, Democrats began to vastly outpace Republicans in voting by mail, reaching a nearly 2-to-1 advantage in mail ballots, according to data from the M.I.T. Election Data and Science Lab. After his loss in 2020, Mr. Trump made mail voting a target of his attempts to subvert the election, making numerous false and unsubstantiated claims about voting by mail and filing multiple lawsuits challenging mail ballots.

As he has continued to criticize the process, Democrats have maintained an advantage in mail voting nationwide, though the gap has narrowed. During the 2024 election, 37 percent of Democrats reported voting by mail, compared to 24 percent of Republicans, according to the M.I.T. Election Data and Science Lab.

Overall, voting by mail was used by about one in three American voters in the 2024 election. And earlier this month, Mr. Trump cast a mail ballot for a special election in Florida.

Adam Sella contributed reporting.
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Newsom's New Attack on Political Enemies: You're Gay

Gov. Gavin Newsom's aides said that their online insults were meant to ridicule figures on the right. But some critics say they are homophobic.

Gov. Gavin Newsom of California, a potential 2028 presidential candidate, is attracting criticism for social media posts taunting his opponents by suggesting they are gay.  Felix Horhager/picture-alliance, via AP Images



By Tim Balk



Apr 01, 2026 at 02:44 a.m.

The press office of Gov. Gavin Newsom of California, which has embraced a social media style that mimics President Trump's pugnacious tone, has recently taken to needling conservative critics with posts that suggest they are gay or effeminate.

When the conservative commentator Benny Johnson posted a clip on X last week in which he discussed allegations of fraud in California, Mr. Newsom's press office responded by suggesting that Mr. Johnson's team uses the popular gay dating app Grindr. "We got a call from Grindr after this and said your team was their biggest users," it posted on X.

This week the office shared a TMZ report showing pictures of Senator Lindsey Graham, a South Carolina Republican, in Disney World as the Department of Homeland Security remained shut down. "Divas still need vacation," the governor's press office wrote.

And earlier this year, when Mr. Newsom, a Democrat, got into a long and involved skirmish with Scott Bessent, the first openly gay Treasury secretary, at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, his press office posted: "Scott Bessent flew across the ocean to star in The Real Housewives of Davos -- and can't stop talking about how 'hot' he thinks @CAGovernor 'Davos' Daddy' Newsom is."

Mr. Newsom's posts are dividing his allies. Some people are likening them to schoolyard homophobic insults and said he should do better (or drop them).

"He should not have said that," said former Representative Barney Frank of Massachusetts, who came out in 1987 and was for decades the most prominent openly gay politician in the country. "It uses sexual orientation as an accusation, which is wrong."

Them, an L.G.B.T.Q.+ publication, wrote that Mr. Newsom's account had been "posting sentiments that are, frankly, homophobic."

Mr. Newsom, one of America's most prominent Democrats and a potential 2028 presidential candidate, ascended in politics as one of the most gay-friendly elected officials in the nation. As mayor of San Francisco, he directed the city clerk in 2004 to start issuing marriage licenses to same-sex couples, a first in California.

The posts were meant to bait the right, his aides said, and were written by gay staff members. A spokesman for the governor, Izzy Gardon, said in a statement that the posts were aimed at "exposing the putrid behavior from the right wing through ridicule and mocking."

"You can choose to find offense from what we are doing or you can see it for what it really is: holding up a mirror to the hypocrisy and derangement of trolls like Benny Johnson, who lives his life soaked in fake outrage," Mr. Gardon said. "We are not engaging in the same behavior as this fool and his ilk -- we are mocking their hypocrisy and continued degradation of society, holding a mirror up to what others ignore or dismiss as merely juvenile."

Mr. Johnson responded to another of the governor's press office's posts by saying on X that he had never cheated on his wife, and noted that Mr. Newsom had publicly acknowledged that he had an affair two decades ago while he was in the throes of a divorce.

Jane Natoli, a member of the board of Equality California, a leading L.G.B.T.Q. rights organization, said that every time the governor's office sent a new post in this vein, she and others at the organization would text it to each other with eye roll emojis. She said she does not think Mr. Newsom should revert to "cheap homophobia jokes."

She said it bothered her when the governor's office responded to public criticisms by saying "you don't get the joke" or "you don't have a sense of humor."

Some prominent gay rights groups that have criticized online behavior as homophobic in the past have stayed silent, perhaps because they view Mr. Newsom as an ally.

A few Republicans and allies of Mr. Trump have denounced the posts as homophobic.

"It's so odd to see the former mayor of the most gay-friendly city in America, San Francisco, use homosexuality as a slur," Harmeet K. Dhillon, a strident Trump supporter who is U.S. assistant attorney general for civil rights, wrote on social media last week. "Weird!"

Mondaire Jones, a former representative who in 2020 became one of the first openly gay Black men elected to Congress, said he did not take issue with the posts. "I don't think Gavin Newsom is homophobic," Mr. Jones said, laughing. He noted that the governor had been "at the forefront" of securing rights for gay Americans.

Some of the Republican criticisms of the posts have been complicated by the party's own habit of suggesting that Democratic opponents are gay.

On Saturday, the Republican Party's official X account responded to "No Kings" protests by posting an image of Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota, the Democratic vice-presidential nominee in 2024, waving and smiling broadly, his arm swinging above his head.

"No Queens," the post said, referring to Mr. Walz, who has a wife and two children.

Mr. Newsom's press office responded, "Why is MAGA homophobic???"

Heather Knight contributed reporting from San Francisco.
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Judge Dismisses Lawsuit That Challenged Ban on Endorsements by Churches

Conservatives had expected a victory in the case after the I.R.S. agreed to a settlement that allowed churches to voice support for candidates.

A federal judge in Texas on Tuesday dismissed a lawsuit seeking to overturn the 70-year-old ban on political activity by churches. Kenny Holston/The New York Times



By David A. Fahrenthold and Elizabeth Dias
David A. Fahrenthold is an investigative reporter writing about nonprofit organizations. Elizabeth Dias is the national religion correspondent, writing about faith, politics and values.


Apr 01, 2026 at 06:33 a.m.

A federal judge in Texas on Tuesday dismissed a lawsuit seeking to overturn the 70-year-old ban on political activity by churches, abruptly ending a case that conservative Christian groups had hoped could free pastors to endorse candidates from the pulpit.

Last summer, those groups seemed close to a long-sought victory. The Trump administration agreed to settle the case, and said in court papers that the ban should not apply to endorsements made during religious services. That seemed to allow churches a way to make political statements without risking their tax-exempt status.

The government asked Judge J. Campbell Barker, an appointee of President Trump, to approve that settlement and support its arguments in favor of a loophole.

But instead, Judge Barker dismissed the entire case on technical grounds, finding that the plaintiffs had not followed the right procedures for bringing a tax-related suit. A lawyer for the plaintiffs said they would appeal.

Tuesday's ruling left significant uncertainty about how -- or whether -- the Trump administration would enforce the ban on politicking by churches now.

The administration has not repudiated its statement from last summer arguing in favor of a loophole. But the Internal Revenue Service, which polices tax-exempt groups, still warns on its website that churches must stay out of politics.

The I.R.S. did not respond to questions about the ruling on Tuesday.

The head of the Family Research Council, a conservative group that has worked to challenge the law for years, expressed disappointment in the ruling.

"Judge J. Campbell Barker has, regrettably, sidestepped an opportunity, on the 250th anniversary of our nation, to correct a wrong that strikes at the very heart of American freedom," Tony Perkins, the group's president, wrote in a social media post on Tuesday evening.

Previously, the group had planned to mobilize thousands of pastors for potential endorsements ahead of the midterm elections, but those efforts were now on hold, Mr. Perkins said in an interview. He said he was "very optimistic" about an appeal before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit.

Americans United for the Separation of Church and State, which has sought to keep the ban in place, praised the dismissal of the lawsuit as "a victory for church-state separation and the integrity of charitable organizations and elections."

The proposed settlement "would have been unhealthy for our democracy because it would allow churches to become unaccountable political action committees," said Rachel Laser, the group's president.

The law that bars campaigning by churches and charities is called the Johnson Amendment. It was introduced in 1954 by Senator Lyndon B. Johnson, a Texas Democrat who would later become vice president and president.

In recent years, the I.R.S. appeared to enforce the rule loosely, and it became common for Democratic and Republican candidates to campaign in church. Still, conservative groups sought to repeal it entirely, seeing the ban's existence as an unconstitutional limit on freedom of speech and freedom of religion.

The Texas lawsuit was part of that effort. In 2024, Sand Springs Church in Athens, Texas, and the First Baptist Church of Waskom, Texas, filed suit against the I.R.S. along with two religious nonprofits: National Religious Broadcasters and Intercessors for America.

They said that they had not yet endorsed candidates from the pulpit but wanted to. They asked Judge Barker to pre-emptively tell the I.R.S. that it could not stop them. The goal, Christian groups said, was to get the case in front of the conservative Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals, then to the Supreme Court.

After the Trump administration agreed to settle the case, the two sides asked Judge Barker to approve their settlement. But Judge Barker said in his ruling that the case was doomed from the start.

Under an 1867 law, he said, taxpayers cannot challenge a tax before they pay it. Because the plaintiffs in this case had not actually paid any tax penalties, Judge Barker said, the suit had to be dismissed.

"A refund suit could be brought if a tax were ultimately collected," he wrote.

Michael Farris, an attorney for National Religious Broadcasters, said the plaintiffs would appeal the decision. "You're entitled to challenge the law without violating it," he said.

Since July, when the I.R.S. seemed to reinterpret the ban on endorsements from houses of worship, religious leaders have largely continued to refrain, waiting to see the outcome of the ruling. But there have been a few exceptions.

Weeks before the mayoral election in New York in November, Rabbi Elliot Cosgrove of Park Avenue Synagogue gave a sermon urging opposition to Zohran Mamdani, then the Democratic candidate, saying he was a "danger to the security of the New York Jewish community."

Last August, a pastor in Kenosha, Wis., the Rev. Jonathan Barker, wrote a sermon urging Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Democrat of New York, to run for president in 2028.

But his church's denomination, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, pushed back, citing its opposition to such endorsements. Mr. Barker resigned and delivered his message in an event space instead.

Seamus Hughes contributed reporting.
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One of the Democrats' Generational Battles: He's 76, His Opponent Is 31

A primary in Tennessee between Representative Steve Cohen, a white incumbent, and Justin Pearson, a Black state lawmaker, exemplifies a national push for a passing of the torch.


Representative Steve Cohen, 76, left, faces a primary challenge from State Representative Justin Pearson, 31, right, in one of several generational fights rocking the Democratic Party.



By Emily Cochrane
Reporting from Memphis


Apr 01, 2026 at 04:02 p.m.

The phone call last October was ostensibly a courteous gesture from a onetime intern to his former boss ahead of a campaign announcement. It quickly turned sour.

You're going to run behind me just like everyone else, Representative Steve Cohen, 76, the former boss and a veteran of 10 successful congressional runs in Memphis, told State Representative Justin J. Pearson, 31, who made the call.

Mr. Pearson ended the call with his own rebuttal: I'm going to beat you.

The two Democrats, who separately described the conversation, have not directly spoken since, and that flash of acrimony -- months ahead of the August primary contest -- is a sign of how personal the generational battle to remake the Democratic Party this year could become.

In a party that until recently was largely run by octogenarians, the push for generational change spans the country. Party stalwarts -- from former Speaker Nancy Pelosi and the former majority leader, Steny Hoyer, to Senator Richard J. Durbin and reliable rank-and-file liberals like Jan Schakowsky -- will retire at the end of the year.

Many who stayed face primary challengers. Last month, Representative Valerie Foushee, 69, narrowly fended off a competitor from the left in North Carolina, while Representative Bennie Thompson, 78, trounced his Mississippi opponent. In Colorado, Representative Diana DeGette, 68, barely qualified for the ballot in the state's nominating process and still faces another, much younger, challenger from the left.

In Georgia, Representative David Scott, 80, dogged by questions about his health, has been out-raised in a crowded field. And Representative Al Green, 78, of Texas is in a runoff against Representative Christian Menefee, 37, after Republican redistricting effectively put them in the same seat. In a Senate Democratic primary, Ed Markey of Massachusetts, 79, is facing Representative Seth Moulton, 47.

Most leaders in Memphis, including Justin Pearson, acknowledge Representative Cohen, center, has been an effective advocate in Washington. Eric Lee for The New York Times


Mr. Cohen has repeatedly held off challengers with ease in a Tennessee district that overwhelmingly backs Democrats. But Mr. Pearson's activism has energized some voters, and his brief expulsion from the state House three years ago over a gun control protest has given him national prominence and a considerable war chest.

"The elected official that I seek to be is the one that I wanted to grow up having," Mr. Pearson said, sipping a coffee before speaking at a "No Kings" rally on Saturday. With Mr. Trump in office, he said, "we need active leadership, not passive leadership."

Both progressive candidates are largely aligned on the issues. Instead, the campaign centers on a deeply personal debate over effectiveness, race and respect in a majority-Black city that has struggled with poverty and crime.

Mr. Cohen, the state's lone Jewish Democrat in Congress, is white; Mr. Pearson, the son of a preacher, is Black. In Memphis, both are recognized as they stop for a handshake, hug or photograph.

First elected to political office at 27, Mr. Cohen is a strong, and at times bluntly eccentric, politician in Memphis. There is widespread acknowledgment that Mr. Cohen has delivered for the district since he first won the seat in 2006, steering millions of dollars to a city often starved by Republican leaders in the state.

"Can y'all give it up for Congressman Cohen?" said Mayor Paul Young, a Democrat who has so far declined to endorse, at a Monday groundbreaking event for the expansion of a landing along the Mississippi River that Mr. Cohen helped fund. "He's working hard every single day for our great city."

With some leaders, the Cohen record speaks for itself.

"I know that there is appetite for new generational leadership -- and I get that," said State Senator London Lamar, an early public endorsement for Mr. Cohen, "but right now, we are in a very crucial time in history."

Mr. Cohen also points to his seniority on the House Judiciary Committee, where he promises to scrutinize President Trump if Democrats capture the House.

"Taking out all the experienced people who are still effective -- it's not a good idea," he said in an interview.

And Mr. Cohen and his allies have fanned questions about Mr. Pearson's thin legislative record.

"He's smart, he can make a great speech, he can fire people up -- perfect for a cheerleader, but he doesn't know how to legislate," Mr. Cohen said. He warned against "unbridled ambition."

Mr. Cohen has swatted away past challengers who have said that the district should be represented by a Black member of Congress. That question was central in 2010, when a former Memphis mayor, Willie W. Herenton, ran against him with the slogan "Just One" to sum up his contention that Tennessee should have at least one Black representative. Mr. Cohen won the primary with 79 percent of the vote.

Mr. Pearson could be Mr. Cohen's most serious challenger since then. The young lawmaker has sought to frame the race as more about energy than age or race.

"It is the ability to do the hard, laborious job of serving your constituents tirelessly," Mr. Pearson said.

State Representative Justin Pearson, here speaking against an xAI application to build natural gas turbines to fuel a data center, has made a national name for himself as a rousing public speaker. Brad J. Vest for The New York Times


With a preacher's cadence and an ease with crowds, Mr. Pearson first gained attention in Memphis leading a successful campaign to stop the construction of a pipeline in a Black neighborhood. In 2023, he had just won a state House special election when he joined two other lawmakers in bringing the legislature to a halt with calls for gun control after a deadly school shooting in Nashville.

He and State Representative Justin Jones, who is also Black, were expelled, while State Representative Gloria Johnson, who is white, was not.

Both lawmakers were quickly returned to their seats, and the incident catapulted them to fame. As Mr. Pearson walked into a Memphis library this weekend, a security guard told him, "With an Afro and a suit, I knew it had to be you."

At the 2024 Democratic convention, it was Mr. Pearson, standing next to Mr. Cohen, who delivered the speech announcing Tennessee's delegates for Vice President Kamala Harris.

Since then, he has been at the front lines resisting both a federal law enforcement task force sent to Memphis by the president and an artificial intelligence complex built by Elon Musk near a Black neighborhood.

Last week, just before Mr. Pearson took the stage at a rally protesting a visit by Mr. Trump to Memphis, Barbara Beaver, 66, acknowledged the "good work" that Mr. Cohen has done.

"But," she added, "I also have to acknowledge that there's another voice out there that is doing equally good work."

All this has wrecked the previously cordial relationship between Mr. Cohen and Mr. Pearson. When Mr. Pearson didn't invite him to his recent wedding, it was an unmistakable sign that the younger lawmaker was distancing himself, Mr. Cohen mused.

Mr. Pearson described Mr. Cohen's response to his challenge as unnecessarily abrasive. (In one interview, Mr. Cohen compared it to the attack on Pearl Harbor.)

"We weren't friends -- he's not a mentor," Mr. Pearson said.

Mr. Pearson's real challenge will be convincing voters that he is more than a fixture on protest lines. Most of the bills he has sponsored in the legislature this year have stalled in committee.

To be sure, there are few opportunities for Democrats under the legislature's Republican supermajority, but some Tennessee conservatives have been opposed to Mr. Pearson's approach since his first day in office, when he was sworn in wearing a dashiki. Some Democrats have also been rankled by Mr. Pearson's more confrontational tactics and notoriety.

Some political watchers said that the primary challenge could be viewed as an affront to more senior Black Democrats, who have waited for Mr. Cohen's retirement. Mr. Cohen pointed to the State Senate minority leader, Raumesh Akbari, and Ms. Lamar, as well as other officials from surrounding Shelby County as possible successors.

"At every level, someone's going to say you jumped the line," said Ms. Akbari, who has not yet publicly endorsed. "We have to speak less in terms of that, and more so respecting someone's personal decision and really looking at what a person brings to the table."

Mr. Pearson dismissed the suggestion that he was inexperienced.

"Some people try to use the word experience where they really mean something else -- that I don't deserve to serve in Congress or I don't deserve to be a state representative," Mr. Pearson said. But, he added, "my constituents, time and time again, have put me in office and I think they're going to do it again."

For many in Tennessee, this contest almost seemed inevitable after Justin Pearson was expelled -- at some point, he was probably going to run for Congress. And I think with the party still scarred from what happened with President Biden, there was an earlier opening than some people might have anticipated. 

It's going to be a much more complicated and difficult race than just age or ideology. And it's clear that both men have support in Memphis -- and are working hard to convince voters here. 

The stakes are also different for the state -- after Nashville got carved up, this is the only safe Democratic district this cycle.@Paul Harr Thanks . I recall our time in Nashville. I was young , you were the youngest. 
I took on the governor then for his abuse of the pardon power just as I have taken on Trump for his abuse of the pardon power. Things haven't changed ;power, corrupts and absolute power, corrupts absolutely. I stood up to it then and I stand  up to it now and I'll stand up to it tomorrow.
I hope life is treating you well and I run into you and say thanks for the recollection in person.Rep. Cohen is the one bright light in the current Tennessee congressional delegation.  While I too would like my generation to exit the political stage, I will make an exception for someone willing to speak out as has Rep. Cohen.   I had the pleasure of serving with him as a Delegate to the 1977 Tennessee Constitutional Convention, where it became obvious he was of a progressive mind in a region not celebrated for the same.
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Trump Administration Acted Illegally With Homeless Grants Program, Judge Rules

A federal judge in Rhode Island said that the administration had wrongly demanded that groups seeking grants comply with its agenda on other issues, including immigration.

San Francisco officials clear homeless encampments from city streets after a Supreme Court ruling.  Jim Wilson/The New York Times



By Jason DeParle
Reporting from Washington


Apr 01, 2026 at 08:31 a.m.

A federal judge on Tuesday ruled that the Trump administration had illegally demanded that groups seeking homelessness grants comply with its agenda on immigration enforcement, transgender rights and other unrelated issues.

The ruling by Judge Mary S. McElroy of the U.S. District Court in Rhode Island affects only $75 million of housing funds approved by Congress on a one-time basis in 2023. She ordered the Department of Housing and Urban Development to hold a new competition for the money without what she called "arbitrary and capricious" criteria subject to "slapdash imposition of political whims."

Her ruling carries added interest as she presides over a much larger case that raises similar issues in the main federal homelessness program.

That program, called the Continuum of Care, awards nearly $4 billion a year, and the Trump administration has proposed similar changes to its rules, to penalize groups at odds with its positions on race and gender. In that case, Judge McElroy has temporarily prevented HUD from rewriting the grant-making criteria, but has not made a final ruling.

Both suits were brought by a coalition of nonprofit groups, including the National Alliance to End Homelessness and Democracy Forward.

Ann Oliva, the chief executive of the alliance, said that she was "incredibly pleased" with Tuesday's ruling.

"We will continue to fight to make sure that HUD is held accountable for lawfully awarding funds that were appropriated by Congress," she added.

A HUD spokesman did not respond to a request for comment.

In addition to testing the administration's efforts to impose its political will, the case has also showcased the lack of bureaucratic urgency toward a problem of emergency proportions. The last federal count that was released publicly showed homelessness at a record high of about 772,000 people.

Congress intended the $75 million program, called CoC Builds, to provide housing to elderly and disabled people who are homeless. HUD held the first competition for the funding during President Joseph R. Biden Jr.'s tenure but did not select winners. The Trump administration held a second competition and told members of Congress who had won.

Then it changed course, dropped the winners and announced plans for a third competition, with new rules and just a week to apply. Those rules, issued last September, disqualified groups in cities or states that failed to enforce camping bans or cooperate with federal immigration enforcement. The administration also penalized programs that failed to map sex offenders or "promote the notion that sex is a mutable or chosen characteristic."

In suing, organizations seeking the housing funds complained that they had no control over the immigration laws in surrounding jurisdictions, and that their treatment of transgender staff members or clients was irrelevant to ending homelessness. After temporarily placing the change on hold last September, Judge McElroy on Tuesday ordered HUD to conduct a fourth competition for the same modest pot of money.

In rewriting the rules for the CoC Builds program, HUD in effect foreshadowed an effort to use homelessness funds as a tool of ideological compliance.

The rules for the $4 billion Continuum of Care program, issued last December, shifted large sums away from permanent housing toward programs that condition aid on sobriety or mental health treatment. In doing so, they also contain similar barriers for groups that "use a definition of sex other than as binary in humans" or "facilitate racial preferences."

Ms. Oliva and others filing suit estimated that as many as 170,000 formerly homeless people could lose their housing as a result of that rule shift. While Judge McElroy temporarily stopped the change, she has not ruled on whether HUD has the authority to make such a sweeping change away from permanent housing.
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Pipe Bomb Defendant Says He May Adopt Debunked Account as Defense

Court papers show that Brian Cole Jr.'s lawyers might seek to blame a former Capitol Police officer whose name first surfaced in a right-wing media account and whom the F.B.I. briefly investigated.

Surveillance footage from January 2021 showed the man authorities identified as Brian Cole Jr. Federal Bureau of Investigation



By Alan Feuer



Apr 02, 2026 at 03:31 a.m.

Within hours of being arrested in December, the young Virginia man accused of planting two pipe bombs in Washington on the night before a pro-Trump mob stormed the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, gave a detailed confession to investigators.

Speaking to the F.B.I., the man, Brian J. Cole Jr., said that even though he was not a political person, he felt the need to "speak up" after he began to suspect that the 2020 election, in which President Trump was defeated, had been "tampered with."

But despite that admission of guilt, Mr. Cole's lawyers signaled on Wednesday that they would take his defense in a strange and unexpected new direction. They said in court papers that they might seek to blame the bombs on a former Capitol Police officer whose name first surfaced in a right-wing media account and who was briefly investigated by the F.B.I. before the case against her was closed.

The suggestion by the lawyers that they would adopt a counternarrative about the pipe bomb case and intended to pin the incident on the former officer, Shauni Kerkhoff, was the latest twist in an investigation that has been plagued from the start by misfires, missed opportunities and multiple conspiracy theories.

The belief that the pipe bombs were part of an inside job has long endured among fervent Trump loyalists. Many have claimed that the riot at the Capitol was not what it appeared to be -- a violent effort to disrupt Mr. Trump's electoral defeat -- but rather a shadowy conspiracy by government operatives to discredit the Trumpist movement.

The case against Ms. Kerkhoff was especially tantalizing to Mr. Trump's supporters given that after she left the Capitol Police, she went to work as a security guard for the C.I.A., drawing a flavor of intelligence agency intrigue into the story. The account about her involvement with the bombs first appeared in November in an article in The Blaze, a right-wing outlet run by the conservative pundit Glenn Beck. Its author, Steve Baker, claimed to have identified her as the bomber by using a computer analysis of her walking patterns.

But within days of the article's publication, the account was rebutted not only by top F.B.I. officials, but also by Ms. Kerkhoff's lawyer, who claimed there was video of her at home with her dog when the bombs were being planted. The Blaze ultimately retracted the article, although Mr. Baker, an independent journalist who was prosecuted -- and pardoned by Mr. Trump -- after entering the Capitol on Jan. 6, has never given up on his account.

Despite such obstacles, however, Mr. Cole's lawyers suggested in their court papers that they might use this alternate theory of the case in an effort to fight the charges.

"Mr. Cole maintains his innocence," they wrote, "and preserves the right to present at trial that Ms. Kerkhoff -- not Mr. Cole -- placed the pipe bombs."

The court papers, filed in Federal District Court in Washington, were quickly taken down and resubmitted under seal after prosecutors in the case accused the defense of disclosing sensitive investigative information in violation of a protective order. Later in the day on Wednesday, the prosecutors asked Judge Amir H. Ali, who is overseeing the case, to consider holding the defense lawyers in contempt.

In their papers, the lawyers revealed new details about the F.B.I.'s short-lived investigation of Ms. Kerkhoff, which began around the time that Mr. Baker's article was published.

The papers said investigators interviewed not only Ms. Kerkhoff, but also her boyfriend and her dog walker. They claimed that the F.B.I. sent surveillance footage of Ms. Kerkhoff walking to a podiatrist -- "likely for a gait analysis" -- and reviewed the video footage of her with her dog purportedly taken the night before the Capitol attack.

Moreover, the lawyers said that Ms. Kerkhoff failed a polygraph examination in which she was asked if she had placed the pipe bombs. The polygraph examiner, the papers said, took note of Ms. Kerkhoff's "very controlled reaction to the news of her failing the polygraph and seemingly rehearsed responses to examiner's questions."

The F.B.I. formally closed its inquiry into Ms. Kerkhoff on Jan. 6, the papers said, about a month after Mr. Cole had been charged. Her lawyer, Steve Bunnell, declined to comment.

The claims about Ms. Kerkhoff are not the first defense theory that Mr. Cole's lawyers have offered on behalf of their client. Last month, they filed a motion to dismiss the charges against Mr. Cole, arguing that he should be covered by Mr. Trump's sweeping grant of clemency to all of the nearly 1,600 people who took part in the Capitol attack.
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The Three Big Questions Delaying New York's Budget

Legislators are weighing tax increases on the wealthy and changes to laws meant to protect immigrants and the environment as the state budget deadline passes.

New York legislators passed a one-week extension to the April 1 deadline for approval of the state budget. Adrianna Newell for The New York Times



By Grace Ashford
Reporting from the State Capitol in Albany, N.Y.


Apr 01, 2026 at 02:00 p.m.

There is a saying, popularized by the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., that budgets are moral documents.

It's an adage that often surfaces this time of year in the New York State Capitol, when the April 1 deadline for the state budget typically comes and goes without a budget being passed -- often because state leaders are hung up on policy disagreements.

The budget has been late every year since Gov. Kathy Hochul, a Democrat, took office in 2021; this year is no different. After passing a weeklong budget extension, many lawmakers have already booked trains back to their districts, predicting that negotiations will drag on at least into the third week of April.

"We obviously still have a lot of work to do," said Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins, the Democratic majority leader.

"Any time there is a significant amount of policy in the budget, things do seem to take longer," she said. "So we really haven't started on the money part yet."

Three questions have divided lawmakers in Albany and delayed the budget, which is expected to reach roughly $260 billion.

Must New York choose between affordability and the climate?

When New York passed the Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act in 2019, it was hailed as the most ambitious law of its kind in the nation. Seven years later, however, Ms. Hochul now views that ambition as a liability, and is arguing to weaken regulations and push back deadlines for reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

She contends that unforeseen headwinds, including a pandemic, an inflation crisis and a Republican president intent on preserving the country's dependence on fossil fuels, have made it impossible for New York to meet its goals as written.

Rather than scrap the plan altogether, the governor is pushing to put off the deadlines, the first of which is in 2030, and change the way that the state tracks methane emissions like the ones associated with natural gas. She has argued that meeting the goals could increase costs for New York households by as much as $4,000 a year at a time when gas and other necessities are already more expensive because of geopolitical tensions.

Climate activists and scientists say that this price instability is precisely why New York should be doing all it can to wean itself off fossil fuels. They are urging the governor to redouble efforts to produce more renewables, even as federal subsidies dry up and local opposition to badly-needed battery storage facilities grows.

At the heart is a question of priorities: Ms. Hochul, a centrist from Buffalo, argues that the state must compromise to address more urgent issues of affordability. Climate activists say that reliance on fossil fuels will not be cheap in the long or short run.

Is Mamdani right about taxing the rich?

Zohran Mamdani was elected mayor of New York City in part because of his message about affordability: that New Yorkers deserved to live with dignity regardless of their income. He presented a utopian vision -- free buses and free child care, to start -- all funded by the wealthy.

He has asked the Legislature to approve a tax increase on New Yorkers earning $1 million or more a year -- a request that many lawmakers support, at least in theory. The mayor has said the funds are needed not just to fund his agenda, but to address the city's $5.4 billion budget gap.

But any tax increase would have to be approved by Ms. Hochul, whose general opposition to raising taxes seems even more hardened as she faces re-election this year. The governor is expected to exhaust all possible alternatives before approving such an increase.

She has already offered the city $1.5 billion. Any further movement, those around her have said, will depend on whether she believes Mr. Mamdani is open to compromise.

There are some indications that such compromises are starting to happen. The Mamdani administration is hoping to delay a new class size mandate in schools and limit a rental assistance program, which would save the city $1.3 billion. At the same time, the mayor has been quietly pushing a more modest package of revenue raisers, first reported by the news site New York Focus, including a smaller increase in the corporate tax.

Perhaps most notable to those studying the fragile alliance between the mayor and the governor: Mr. Mamdani has repeatedly declined to appear at rallies aimed at pressuring the governor to raise taxes, preferring -- like the governor -- to do his negotiating in private.

Should state law enforcement work with ICE?

As the Democrat-led Legislature crafts bills aimed at reining in federal immigration agents in New York, a central question has arisen, which state leaders are hoping to resolve outside the budget talks.

If an undocumented person is accused of a crime, should that person face justice in the courts or be turned over to the Immigration and Customs Enforcement agency for deportation?

It's a question at the heart of two contradictory proposals, one embraced by the governor and the other by the Legislature, both of which aim to restrict local law enforcement from collaborating with federal immigration officials.

Ms. Hochul is pushing a version that would bar counties from signing agreements to formally share resources with ICE, but would allow officers to continue to work with ICE informally and collaborate on criminal matters.

The bill championed by the Legislature would prohibit law enforcement from assisting immigration officials. That approach has the support of immigrant rights groups, which say that Ms. Hochul's proposal would still allow local police and ICE agents to work together to deport people accused of minor violations.

Some law enforcement leaders in the state have been eager to coordinate with ICE. But others, like Tony Jordan, the Republican district attorney of Washington County, argue that they should be able to adjudicate crimes committed in their own jurisdictions. That would ensure that perpetrators are held accountable rather than simply being deported, Mr. Jordan said, and would build trust in the system, including among witnesses and victims who are undocumented.

"We rely on people feeling comfortable and trusting in their government," Mr. Jordan said. "It takes an instant to lose credibility."

Benjamin Oreskes contributed reporting.
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Judith L. Rapoport, Pioneer in Understanding O.C.D., Dies at 92

Her best-selling 1989 book, "The Boy Who Couldn't Stop Washing," based on her groundbreaking research, brought public awareness to obsessive-compulsive disorder.

Dr. Judith Rapoport in 2008. Her widely read book on obsessive-compulsive disorder "alerted people that they could get help, that it was not their fault," a colleague said. "It was a gigantic leap in science and also in public health." via Rapoport family



By Trip Gabriel



Mar 29, 2026 at 03:21 a.m.

Dr. Judith L. Rapoport, a child psychiatrist who brought public awareness to obsessive-compulsive disorder with her best-selling 1989 book, "The Boy Who Couldn't Stop Washing," based on her groundbreaking research into the condition's causes and treatment, died on March 7 in Washington, D.C. She was 92.

Her death, at a retirement home, was from lung cancer, her husband, Stanley Rapoport, said.

Dr. Rapoport's book about obsessive-compulsive disorder, written in an engaging style for nonscientific readers, clarified that the condition was far more common than generally thought, affecting some 1 to 3 percent of the population.

The disorder had long remained in the shadows because of the shame that surrounded its symptoms, which could include habits like checking and rechecking that appliances were off, performing counting rituals before doing something as simple as walking through a doorway, or scrubbing hands with soap and water until the skin was raw -- any of which, uncontrollably repeated, might waste hours of the day.

Dr. Rapoport showed that there was a neurological basis for obsessions, or intrusive repetitive thoughts, and also for their linked compulsions, or pointless rituals of behavior.

Along with other researchers in the 1980s, she upended the received psychiatric wisdom that the disorder could be traced to emotional traumas like overly strict toilet training. Dr. Rapoport showed that obsessive-compulsive disorder is not a neurosis, but a neurological disease.

She demonstrated that it ran in families, suggesting a biological origin, and she oversaw double-blind drug trials that in 1989 led the Food and Drug Administration to approve the first medication to treat the disorder, Anafranil.

"People would stop her on the street and say how much she helped them," Dr. Francisco X. Castellanos, a child psychiatrist who worked under her, said in an interview. "Her book alerted people that they could get help, that it was not their fault. It was a gigantic leap in science and also in public health."

For 33 years, from 1984 until her retirement in 2017, Dr. Rapoport served as chief of the child psychiatry branch at the National Institute of Mental Health in Bethesda, Md. Only a few women at the National Institutes of Health, the mental health institute's umbrella agency, had as much authority as she did.

Dr. Rapoport, center, with the first lady, Rosalynn Carter, and Joseph A. Califano Jr., the secretary of Health, Education and Welfare, far left, and others in 1977. Only a few women at the National Institutes of Health had as much authority as Dr. Rapoport did. via Rapoport family


She was a leading figure in a paradigm shift that psychiatry underwent starting in the 1960s, as it threw out models of behavior that dated to Freud and were based on supposed conflicts within the unconscious. Those abstract constructs were replaced with an understanding of the mind as a biological organism.

Where childhood psychiatric conditions were once blamed on bad parenting -- in the case of autism, for example, on so-called refrigerator mothers -- Dr. Rapoport and others promoted neurological explanations and treatment based on empirical research.

"She focused on the biology of mental illness; it was something she taught us from the day we got there," Dr. Susan Swedo, a retired child psychiatrist who worked under Dr. Rapoport at the federal mental health institute, said. "She started in the 1960s, when mothers were the ones having to go through analysis to see what they'd done to their children. It was criminal."

In addition to doing research on obsessive-compulsive disorder, Dr. Rapoport oversaw influential studies that shed light on attention deficit hyperactivity disorder and childhood-onset schizophrenia.

Her studies on schizophrenia in childhood, a rare disorder, were also influential in moving psychiatry away from speculation about patients' upbringing. One multiyear study of the brain scans of severely ill children showed that schizophrenia was a progressive brain disorder: All of the adolescents in the study experienced some loss of gray matter in their brains as they aged, but children with schizophrenia lost much more.

Dr. Rapoport's research also demonstrated that the drugs clozapine and olanzapine were effective antipsychotic medicines.

And a paper she published in 1978 showed that two groups of boys, those considered hyperactive and those in a control group, reacted the same way when given an amphetamine: Their powers of concentration improved. The finding upended the common belief that only hyperactive children are calmed by stimulants.

Dr. Rapoport "completely flipped the dogma that was being taught everywhere," Dr. Castellanos said.

As it happened, two of the boys in the control group were Dr. Rapoport's sons, Erik and Stuart, who lived with the others on a hospital ward during the study.

"Our kids have always complained about that," her husband, a retired neuroscientist, said. "In a humorous way."

Dr. Rapoport in an undated photo. She was a leading figure in a paradigm shift beginning in the 1960s, as psychiatry threw out models of behavior established by Freud and replaced them with an understanding of the mind as a biological organism. via Rapoport family


Judith Helen Livant was born on July 12, 1933, in Manhattan, the second of two daughters of Lewis Livant, a businessman, and Minna (Enteen) Livant, a schoolteacher.

Her maternal grandfather, Joel Enteen, was a literary critic for The Jewish Daily Forward and a scholar who translated Ibsen's play "Ghosts" and other classics into Yiddish.

Judy, as she was known, attended the private Walden School in Manhattan and then went on to Swarthmore College, earning a bachelor's degree in experimental psychology in 1955. The same year, she entered Harvard Medical School, where she met her husband. They graduated in 1959, and married two years later.

After interning at Mount Sinai Hospital in New York, Dr. Rapoport trained as a psychiatrist at the Massachusetts Mental Health Center and at St. Elizabeths Hospital in Washington.

She continued her studies at the Karolinska Institute in Stockholm, where she was introduced to the idea that the brain could be understood through empirical, biological study, rather than solely through psychoanalytical theory, as was commonly accepted in American psychiatry.

Back in the United States, she joined the pediatrics faculty of the Georgetown University School of Medicine and trained at the Washington Psychoanalytic Institute.

She became a researcher at the National Institute of Mental Health in the 1970s and was named head of its newly established child psychiatry branch in 1984.

In addition to her husband, she is survived by her sons and four grandsons.

"The Boy Who Couldn't Stop Washing" spent 10 weeks on the New York Times best-seller list. In it, Dr. Rapoport wrote that obsessive-compulsive disorder "affects some of the most able, sensitive and talented people I have met."

Dr. Rapoport's 1989 book publicized the idea that there was a neurological basis for obsessions and for the seemingly pointless compulsions that accompanied them. E.P. Dutton


She gave an account of a patient she called Tim, a law school graduate whose obsession with cleanliness had led him to stay up most of the night, washing for hours, when he was young. In law school, he would clean his apartment so compulsively that he could not get out the door before noon. To avoid the need to clean it, he would stay at motels -- he was kicked out of one for showering for 12 hours straight -- and even slept on park benches, where he was sometimes harassed by police.

Under Dr. Rapoport's care, he began taking the drug Anafranil and undergoing behavioral therapy, and his symptoms started to improve.

"It's been a few years now," she wrote, "but the last time I saw Tim, he told me that he volunteers some time for Legal Aid, and never turns down a case if it involves defending a street person."
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Boubacar Ould Messaoud, Leader in an Antislavery Fight, Dies at 80 

Despite being imprisoned and harassed, he helped found an organization to combat slavery in his West African nation of Mauritania.

Boubacar Messaoud in 2002. "In my estimation, eradicating slavery is my duty, and I would sacrifice my life for it," he said. Seyllou/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Adam Nossiter



Mar 26, 2026 at 03:02 a.m.

Boubacar Ould Messaoud, a son of enslaved people in Mauritania who endured arrest and months in prison to become a leader in the fight against the age-old practice of enslavement in that northwest African desert country, died on March 12 at his home in Nouakchott, the capital. He was 80.

His death was confirmed by SOS-Esclaves, the organization he presided over and helped found in 1995 to combat slavery in Mauritania by publicizing it, lobbying against it and giving shelter to those who had escaped it.

Mr. Messaoud was a Haratin, a member of the dark-skinned ethnic group that for centuries has been subjected to bondage primarily by the light-skinned elites, or Moors, who have long dominated public life in Mauritania, a vast, sparsely populated coastal nation.

Forced labor in fields, farms and households, passed down through generations of enslaved people who were bought, sold and sexually exploited: This was the way of life that Mr. Messaoud was born into and that persists in remoter areas. He was determined to wipe it out. Families of Moors inherited families of Haratin for decades.

In a 2006 interview with La Tribune, a Mauritanian newspaper, he described as "revolting, unacceptable, immoral" the plight of one 14-year-old enslaved girl named Khaddama, whom he was trying to help.

"They claim she is 'related' to her masters," he said. "What kind of relationship could there possibly be unless she was their slave? She wasn't in school. She worked without pay. Washing dishes, sweeping."

Through harassment and imprisonment, military dictatorships and decades of government declarations that slavery had been abolished, Mr. Messaoud fought on. He faced the sustained opposition of Muslim clerics, who found in Islamic legal texts justifications for the practice of enslaving darker-skinned compatriots.

Antislavery activists protesting in 2013 outside a police station in Mauritania. "His contribution is immense," the history scholar Khaled Esseissah said of Mr. Messaoud. "He paid a heavy price for his struggle." Samuel Aranda for The New York Times


Mr. Messaoud, himself a Muslim, rejected these texts, which he, other activists and many scholars considered archaic and against the teachings of the Quran. He was also skeptical of laws -- in 1981, 2003, 2007, 2013 and 2015 -- that officially ended slavery in Mauritania and penalized its practice. The laws had been passed mostly under pressure from his impoverished country's international donors, scholars have noted.

As recently as 2023, Global Slavery Index, an index published by the human rights group Walk Free, put the country third globally in its slavery rankings, estimating that some 149,000 people in a population of 4.6 million were living in bondage. The Abolition Institute, a Chicago-based advocacy group, puts the current figure at about 90,000.

If the number has dropped, perhaps even more significantly than that recent estimate, the country's Haratin have Mr. Messaoud largely to thank for it.

"The practice has diminished because of the efforts of SOS-Esclaves," said Khaled Esseissah, an assistant history professor of Mauritanian origin at the University of Wisconsin. "His contribution is immense. He was one of the pioneers. He suffered a lot. He paid a heavy price for his struggle."

In the country's first trial of an antislavery group, Mr. Messaoud was imprisoned by a special military tribunal, along with others, in 1980 for protesting the publicized sale of an enslaved person. SOS-Esclaves, founded 15 years later, was unrecognized by the government from its inception. In 1998, Mr. Messaoud was again sentenced to jail, for 13 months, after testifying in a case involving slavery and the sale of enslaved people. He was later pardoned.

In 2002, Mr. Messaoud was arrested and briefly jailed again after meeting with an official from the U.S. Embassy in Nouakchott; he had been briefing the official about torture under President Maaouya Sid'Ahmed Ould Taya, whose government was allied with the United States. Three years later, shortly before Mr. Taya was overthrown in a coup, SOS-Esclaves was recognized by the government. But that didn't end slavery in Mauritania.

"The community I belong to, because of its origins and its lack of education, is singular in its suffering," he told La Tribune. "So I'm fighting for it to gain its rights as full-fledged citizens. In my estimation, eradicating slavery is my duty, and I would sacrifice my life for it."

Boubacar Ould Messaoud, in Nouakchott, Mauritania in 2024. via Messaoud family


Boubacar Ould Messaoud was born on May 15, 1945, in Rosso, a port town on the Senegal River in the southern part of what was then the French colony of Mauritania. His enslaved father, Salem Messaoud, worked on the docks and was killed in a ferry accident before Boubacar was born. His mother, Mariam Ba Daramane, was an enslaved domestic in the household of wealthy Haratins.

When Boubacar was about 6 and already helping out in the fields, he passed Rosso's elementary school on the day that parents were enrolling their children. By his telling, he walked into the school's courtyard and asked to be registered.

Met with refusal, he began to cry. The school's director, a Frenchman, ultimately allowed him to attend. "My fight against slavery began on my first day of class," Mr. Messaoud liked to say.

In 1958, as a promising student, he was admitted to one of colonial Mauritania's most illustrious high schools, the Lycee Xavier Coppolani, where many of the country's future leaders were educated.

He graduated from the National Engineering School in neighboring Mali in 1967. The Mauritanian government, then aligned with the Soviet Union, sent him to Moscow in 1968 on a scholarship to attend the state architectural institute, where he obtained a master's degree in architecture.

After returning to Mauritania, Mr. Messaoud applied for a job at the housing ministry but was rebuffed when his slave ancestry was discovered. He was then hired by the country's water and transport ministries. In the 1980s, he became a high official at a large construction company known by its French acronym, Socogim, and participated in major civil engineering projects.

By then, he was actively involved in the country's early antislavery movement, the Organization for the Liberation and Emancipation of the Haratin.

"Slavery remains a taboo subject in Mauritania," Mr. Messaoud wrote in 2000 in the Journal des Africanistes, a scholarly periodical. "Neither the traditional nor the public authorities want to be called into question on this issue."

But six years later, speaking to La Tribune, he described the country as far more open to acknowledging slavery's existence. "Today, people are at least discussing it," he said.

Mr. Messaoud is survived by his wife, Malouma Mint Bilal; a daughter, Hanah Bigue Messaoud; three sons, Hamel Ba Messaoud, Mohamed Boubacar Messaoud and Brahim Boubacar Messaoud; and three sisters, Moueyna Mint Salem, Aisa Fall, and Touweytouwat Mint Werzeg.

Mr. Messaoud's honors included a U.S. State Department recognition in 2008 as a "hero" in the fight against modern slavery and France's Human Rights Prize in 2010. In a belated acknowledgment by his own country, the Mauritanian government gave him an award for national merit in 2023.

"My work has been about waking people up," Mr. Messaoud told La Tribune. "To make them realize that any violation of an individual's human dignity is an assault on all of us."

Med Lemine Rajel contributed reporting from Nouakchott.
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Eric Overmyer, Who Wrote for Modern Television Classics, Dies at 74

Trained as a playwright, he got his first TV writing job on "St. Elsewhere," then worked on "Homicide: Life on the Street," "The Wire," "Treme" and "Bosch."

Eric Overmyer in 1994. "His scripts have a remarkable ability to thrill, enlighten and bemuse," the writer and television producer Tom Fontana said. Sara Krulwich/The New York Times



By Richard Sandomir



Mar 30, 2026 at 01:54 a.m.

Eric Overmyer, a playwright known for his linguistic gymnastics who shifted largely to working in television in the mid-1980s and contributed scripts to prestigious, gritty series like "St. Elsewhere," "Homicide: Life on the Street," "The Wire," "Treme" and "Bosch," died on March 16 in Mount Vernon, N.Y. He was 74.

His death, in a care facility, was from complications of Parkinson's disease, his wife, Ellen McElduff, said.

"His scripts have a remarkable ability to thrill, enlighten and bemuse," Tom Fontana, a writer and producer of the NBC medical drama "St. Elsewhere," who recruited Mr. Overmyer to write for the show,  said in an online tribute. They had known each other as young playwrights.

During the filming of an episode of "Homicide" written by Willie Reale, Mr. Overmyer, then a supervising producer of the Baltimore-set NBC police procedural, added a line to a scene when two detectives see a murder victim's sliced-off nose being grilled on a backyard barbecue.

"As we contemplated the scene, Eric started giggling," said David Simon, a former Baltimore Sun reporter who wrote the book "Homicide" was based on, created "The Wire," and developed "Treme" with Mr. Overmyer.

Mr. Overmyer in 2016. In a busy script-writing career, he contributed to the series "Law & Order" from 2001 to 2005 and "Boardwalk Empire" in 2013. Charley Gallay/Getty Images for Amazon Studios


Mr. Overmyer first proposed that one detective say to the other, "Forget it, Falsone, it's Highlandtown," noting the Baltimore neighborhood while also paying homage to the oft-quoted final line of the 1974 detective film "Chinatown." But, Mr. Simon recalled in a phone interview, Mr. Overmyer then thought it was funnier to say, "Forget it, Jake, it's Highlandtown," much closer to the original "Forget it, Jake, it's Chinatown."

When Mr. Simon joined the writing staff of "Homicide" in its fourth season, Mr. Overmyer was one of his supervisors. He watched episodes that Mr. Overmyer had written, and admired them, and also studied Mr. Overmyer's scripts as he handed them in. The first drafts, which focused on structure, initially took him aback -- "I didn't see any Eric Overmyer voodoo" -- then built on them dramatically in subsequent drafts, as if to say, "I'm going to write the hell out of the characters and dialogue."

Mr. Overmyer, who was a writer and executive producer for the NBC series "Law & Order" from 2001 to 2005, became a writer and consulting producer the following year on "The Wire," in the fourth season of Mr. Simon's acclaimed HBO crime drama series about dysfunctional institutions in Baltimore.

The fourth season's thematic focus was on the failure of the inner-city school system, even as it continued with the series's overarching story lines involving the police, politicians and gang bangers.

A scene from "The Wire" with Wendell Pierce, left, as William "Bunk" Moreland and Michael K. Williams as Omar Little. Paul Schiraldi/HBO, via AJ Pics -- Alamy

Rob Brown as Delmond Lambreaux in the HBO drama series "Treme." Paul Schiraldi/HBO, via Collection Christophel -- Alamy


Then, on "Treme," about the resurrection of New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina, which ran on HBO from 2010 to 2013, Mr. Overmyer and Mr. Simon -- both lovers of the life and culture of New Orleans -- were the showrunners, in charge of all aspects of running a series. He shared in two Emmy nominations for "Treme," and a Peabody Award in 2011.

"Six and a half years ago," Mr. Overmyer said when he accepted the Peabody, "Hurricane Katrina, with the help of the Army Corps of Engineers and federal, state and local government, almost destroyed New Orleans. But it's made a remarkable comeback, and for the last three years, we've had the privilege and pleasure of working there."

By then, the best-selling mystery novelist Michael Connelly was planning to turn Harry Bosch, the Los Angeles Police Department homicide detective featured in many of his books, into the central character of a TV series. Mr. Connelly and his producing partner, Henrik Bastin, hired Mr. Overmyer to develop "Bosch" and then to be the showrunner of the series, which starred Titus Welliver. "Bosch" ran on Amazon Prime from 2014 to 2021.

"When we worked on the pilot," Mr. Connelly said in an interview, "there were no other writers, and he improved things every time. As we moved to the series, with other writers, everything went through him, and I saw that he improved everything he touched. That included me. I'm the first to say I needed heavy rewriting."

Mr. Overmyer helped create the Amazon Prime series "Bosch," which starred Titus Welliver as Detective Harry Bosch. It was based on a character in the mystery novels of Michael Connelly. Hopper Stone/Amazon Studios


Mr. Overmyer was also a writer, developer and showrunner of "Bosch: Legacy," a spinoff on Prime from 2022 to 2025 with Bosch as a private investigator and his daughter as a rookie L.A.P.D. cop.

Eric Ellis Overmyer was born on Sept. 25, 1951, in Boulder, Colo., and grew up in Seattle. His father, Ellis, was an aeronautical engineer, and his mother, Marjorie (Connolly) Overmyer, ran the home.

At Reed College, in Portland, Ore., Mr. Overmyer was a theater arts major who directed, acted and wrote his first plays. After graduating with a bachelor's degree in 1973, he performed and directed in Portland theaters, where he won a local theater prize called the Drammy Award for his supporting role in Sam Shepard's "The Tooth of Crime," a play with music about a battle between rock stars.

A scene from a 2006 Westport Country Playhouse production of Mr. Overmyer's play "On the Verge, or the Geography of Yearning." A time-traveling comedy, it was about three Victorian-era female adventurers searching for the last uncharted territory on earth. T Charles Erickson


He left for New York in 1979 to study playwriting at Brooklyn College but did not get a postgraduate degree. In 1980, he began working as the business manager and then literary manager at the Off Broadway theater Playwrights Horizons.

"On the Verge, or the Geography of Yearning," the best known of his 12 plays and adaptations, was a time-traveling comedy about three Victorian-era female adventurers searching for the last uncharted territory on Earth. It has been performed for decades at regional theaters around the country.

Mel Gussow, in his New York Times review of the play's 1985 premiere at Baltimore Center Stage, described Mr. Overmyer's writing as a cross between "the wordplay of S.J. Perelman" and the "world- in-a-time-warp vision of Caryl Churchill."

That year, at Mr. Fontana's urging, Mr. Overmyer started working on "St. Elsewhere," about the doctors, nurses and patients at a city hospital in Boston.

Mr. Overmyer's first television credit was the NBC medical drama "St. Elsewhere." Denzel Washington, center, was a star of the series, about the doctors, nurses and patients at a city hospital in Boston. Jack Hamilton/NBCUniversal, via Getty Images


The experience launched his television career, where his writing credits included "The Days and Nights of Molly Dodd," a dramedy on NBC and then Lifetime that starred Blair Brown; a 1998 ABC-TV remake of the 1954 Hitchcock thriller "Rear Window," starring Christopher Reeve and Daryl Hannah; "Homicide: The Movie," a 2000 NBC-TV movie follow-up to the series, written with Mr. Fontana and James Yoshimura; and "Saints & Strangers," a 2015 National Geographic channel two-part film about the Pilgrims' trip to America.

Mr. Overmyer, left, with David Simon in 2011 at the "Treme" premiere in New York. Mr. Overmyer shared two Emmy nominations and a Peabody Award win for the show. Getty Images


He married Ms. McElduff, an actress, in 1991. In addition to his wife, Mr. Overmyer is survived by two daughters, Lily and Katherine Overmyer; and a sister, Laurel Overmyer.

During the filming of "Treme," Mr. Simon recalled, he and Mr. Overmyer were filming a funeral scene in a cemetery in New Orleans. During a half-hour delay caused by clouds that required a lighting change, craft services brought out food.

"We're sampling the roast beef po' boys and listening to the Treme Brass Band," Mr. Simon said, "and Eric turns to me and says, 'This is the most fun we'll ever have on television,' and to this day, he's been proven right."
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Michelle Goldberg


She Was a Famous Millennial Feminist. Her Polyamory Memoir Is Heartbreaking.




By Michelle Goldberg
Opinion Columnist


Mar 31, 2026 at 06:55 a.m.

Two years ago, Megan Agnew, a writer for The Sunday Times, in London, set the internet alight with her deft, disturbing profile of Hannah Neeleman, a former ballerina who moved to a Utah farm with her husband, had -- at the time -- eight children and became a wildly successful tradwife influencer. The piece was fascinating because of the dissonance between the story Neeleman and her husband were trying to tell -- wholesome fulfillment through the embrace of tradition -- and the details that hinted at a darker reality.

"Daniel wanted to live in the great Western wilds, so they did; he wanted to farm, so they do; he likes date nights once a week, so they go," wrote Agnew. "He didn't want nannies in the house, so there aren't any." Hannah lowered her voice when confessing that during one of her births, when Daniel couldn't be there, she got an epidural. She spoke wistfully of the dance career she gave up. Daniel mentioned to Agnew that sometimes Hannah is so exhausted she's bedridden for a week. On Instagram, commenters asked Hannah to blink twice if she needs help.

Lindy West's much-discussed memoir "Adult Braces" evokes a similar sort of gothic unease, but with the politics reversed. West had been a brassy star of aughts-era internet feminism and an icon of fat positivity; her previous memoir, "Shrill," was adapted into a TV series. But behind that facade, her new book reveals, she was in extraordinary pain, with warped relationships to both her body and her husband. And though she now claims to have found peace and empowerment after acceding to her husband's demand for a polyamorous marriage, she's not entirely convincing.

Not surprisingly, some are reading "Adult Braces" as an indictment of West's leftist beliefs. An Atlantic essay about the book was headlined "The Death of Millennial Feminism." The Wall Street Journal declared, "Progressivism Destroys Its Most Loyal Servants." But I interpreted West's book as a cautionary tale about female self-abnegation. That tendency is often celebrated on the right but has always existed on the left as well. Almost every ideology, it turns out, can be wielded to make women feel that they're failing.

In earlier writing, West presented her union with the musician Ahamefule Oluo, who goes by Aham, as a kind of feminist fairy-tale ending. "My Wedding Was Perfect -- and I Was Fat as Hell the Whole Time," said the headline of a 2015 column she wrote in The Guardian. But if the wedding was idyllic, West reveals in "Adult Braces," the marriage was not. Almost from the beginning, she writes, Aham conditioned their relationship on his being able to sleep with other women. She gave in because she was desperate to keep him, but his dalliances made her intolerably insecure.

Because West lived in a left-wing milieu in which nonmonogamy is common, she felt an extra layer of shame over her inability to accept Aham's extramarital sex life. ("At the time, being cool about polyamory felt like a growing imperative in progressive circles," she writes.) Her anguish was exacerbated by an excruciating degree of bodily self-hatred, which, as she knows, contradicts the persona she's built her career on. "Do you think I have ever felt like I deserved to demand anything from men?" she asks.

To many readers, me included, it seemed that Aham took advantage of West's devastating lack of entitlement. He used her politics against her; West reports that Aham, who is half-Nigerian, "believed that monogamy was, at its root, a system of ownership." This is, of course, far from the first time that a left-wing man employed the language of liberation to chip away at a woman's boundaries. In the immediate aftermath of the sexual revolution of the 1960s and 1970s, Ellen Willis wrote about how men of the counterculture "intensified women's sexual anxieties by equating repression with the desire for love and commitment, and exalting sex without emotion or attachment as the ideal." Then and now, it's an ideal that many women feel a perverse pressure to live up to.

But West -- or at least the version of West narrating "Adult Braces" -- can't see through Aham's apparent manipulation. Instead, the book, which unfolds over the course of a long road trip, describes West learning to embrace polyamory and coming to love Aham's girlfriend, Roya, with whom she's now in a three-way partnership.

By the end of "Adult Braces," Aham, Roya and West are living together in a cabin that once belonged to her parents. She declares herself happy, though with a defensive huff: "If you think I have been brainwashed and I am secretly miserable, I simply do not know what to tell you." But even if you take her satisfaction at face value, there's an unsettling undercurrent to the setup, one that would be screamingly obvious if the book were a novel instead of a memoir.

Throughout "Adult Braces," West, now 44, gestures toward her difficulties with adulthood, often in a deliberately childish voice. "I'm just a soft baby angel who everyone loves!" she writes at one point. She describes how, after moving out on her own, she had trouble taking care of herself: "When you're 25, no one gets mad at you if you don't clean your room." Her car was repossessed because she forgot to make the payments. When she was depressed, Aham had to make her shower and brush her hair. She wonders if she's a "woman who could discern her own feelings or a baby who needed to be told when to get a divorce." On one of the best days of her road trip, she gets a tattoo that says "good girl."

West seems to long for the care and simplicity of childhood, and by the end of the book, she's found an approximation of it. As a little kid, she writes, she wanted to live in the cabin full time, and now she does. Roya pays bills punctually so they don't go to collection agents and has sex with Aham when West doesn't want to. "I love sleeping in the guest room and crawling into bed with them in the morning," West writes. "I love when they tuck me in and leave me to play on my phone as late as I want." She sleeps with a stuffed cat. It's as if, feeling brutalized, she's decided to regress.

After Agnew's article came out, Neeleman made a video saying that she was shocked to be portrayed "as oppressed with my husband being the culprit," and spoke about how much she adores him and their life together. I think it's possible to believe her while also believing that she trimmed and shaped her desires to fit her husband's, as women are encouraged to do. It's not the fault of millennial feminism or social liberalism if West did the same. Politics can't always save us from the self-annihilating need for love, on whatever terms it's offered.

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.
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Guest Essay


Your Chatbot Isn't a Therapist

Video: 



By Divya Saini and Natasha Bailen
Dr. Saini is a psychiatrist and Dr. Bailen is a psychologist at Massachusetts General Hospital.


Mar 29, 2026 at 08:00 p.m.

As the use of large language models like ChatGPT, Claude and Gemini has surged, we've heard about chatbots strengthening delusions through flattery and amplifying people's worst thoughts, in some cases pushing them toward suicide. Much more common, and still problematic, is A.I. chatbots' comforting, reassuring and validating users seeking to allay fears and anxieties. Someone worried about a health symptom might ask the same question repeatedly and receive calm, plausible answers each time, briefly relieving anxiety but reinforcing the urge to seek reassurance again. Over time, this can leave people feeling more stuck, not less. 

In other words, A.I. chatbots allow us to keep saying the same things to ourselves. That's not how healthy patterns emerge -- or how happier lives are made.

As clinicians at a major academic medical center, we have seen our patients turn to chatbots powered by large language models for emotional support that they would once have sought from family or friends -- to discuss their fears, loneliness and uncertainty. This troubles us. But we understand how it can happen: When people feel overwhelmed by anxiety or intrusive thoughts, it can be easier to turn to a computer rather than a person. The chatbot won't laugh at its users, berate them or ignore them. It's always available. The typical chatbot response feels comforting; A.I. responses are designed to be warm, confident and validating.

Chatbots are unfailingly, inhumanly patient. They're happy to answer the same question asked three different ways. They don't get angry, and they generally reply in language that matches a user's own emotional intensity. Many users experience them as empathetic -- even more so than human physicians, according to one recent study.

These chatbot features come with downsides. Many anxious people discuss the same problems with a loved one again and again. Eventually, they are likely to be met with frustration. That can be painful at first, but for many people, the exasperation they experience in that circumstance can prompt them to seek professional help. Chatbots do not get frustrated. They listen patiently, always. Rather than ever being encouraged to seek actual therapy, a user will simply return again and again, receiving the same validation each time. The underlying problem goes unaddressed.

In clinical settings, we've seen patients arrive with delusional beliefs -- for example, that they are being watched, that unrelated events carry special meaning or that they have a unique ability or mission -- that grew more rigid after hours of chatbot conversations. The chatbots often mirror the patient's language and treat the belief as a plausible premise to explore rather than a flawed perspective to gently challenge. In extreme cases, this can lead to psychiatric destabilization. More often, the effect is quieter, resulting in patterns of reassurance-seeking and rumination that are hard for people to recognize in themselves.

Limiting the use of chatbots can prevent them from becoming enabling. Longer periods of chatbot use are associated with increased emotional dependence, social isolation and loneliness, recent research has shown. A.I. companies' built-in safety guardrails have a tendency to degrade over the course of long conversations, making extended periods of uninterrupted use particularly hazardous.

People should also question why they are turning to chatbots. Is it because they're bored, lonely or anxious? Then maybe they shouldn't return to it. For patients with obsessive or anxious thinking patterns who struggle to eliminate the habit entirely, we have seen effective use of a speed bump: prewritten instructions they paste into their chatbot directing it to withhold reassurance about specific topics of worry and instead to gently encourage them to sit with the distress until the difficult moment passes. Anecdotally, patients have reported seeking reassurance from their chatbot less frequently -- they know that even if they ask the question, they won't get the immediate relief they once sought.

Chatbots' users must learn to recognize when a conversation is clarifying something new -- and when it's quietly deepening a loop. Used with awareness, A.I. can be a companion in moments of uncertainty. Used without it, A.I. can magnify the very thoughts we're trying to outrun.

Divya Saini is a resident physician in psychiatry at Massachusetts General Hospital. She was previously a software engineer. Natasha Bailen is a clinical psychologist at the Center for O.C.D. and Related Disorders and the Center for Digital Mental Health at Massachusetts General Hospital.
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Guest Essay


This War Is Bad for America

 Kenny Holston/The New York Times



By Chuck Hagel and Leon E. Panetta
Mr. Hagel and Mr. Panetta are former secretaries of defense.


Apr 01, 2026 at 04:02 p.m.

As former secretaries of defense, we understand the profound responsibility of deploying our men and women in uniform into harm's way. It is critical that there be a clear objective, a strategy to achieve the objective and an endgame to bring our forces back home. The president, Congress and the American people should be unified when a country goes to war.

There are now over 50,000 troops stationed in the Middle East, with President Trump reportedly considering sending forces on missions to extract Iran's uranium or to occupy Kharg Island. Both operations are very risky and could result in heavy casualties and prolong the war.

Because their lives are on the line, we owe it to these committed American service members and their families to be truthful about the risks involved and why we are at war. There was a case to be made that Iran had a history of threatening the stability of the United States, Israel and other nations in the Middle East. Its leaders' support for terrorism, arming dangerous proxy forces, developing large numbers of missiles that could strike regional targets and efforts to develop nuclear capability represented a genuine threat to peace and stability in the region.

But it is also true that the 12-day war waged by Israel and the United States against Iran in June weakened Tehran and its proxies, damaged missile and airstrike capabilities and set back the project to develop a nuclear bomb. By July, Iran was no longer an imminent threat -- a conclusion supported by our intelligence agencies.

Nevertheless, without informing the American people, Congress or our allies, President Trump decided to join Israel in a military campaign to kill Iran's leadership and, he hoped, spark a popular uprising to bring down the Islamic republic once and for all. That did not happen. It was a terrible miscalculation. Since then, the president has offered conflicting objectives for why we went to war.

As former secretaries of defense and former members of Congress, we can personally attest to the problems that arise when our country engages in conflicts that drift without clear objectives and end points. They often become tragic, unwinnable wars that history does not remember kindly.

So when our president oscillates between stating that "the war is very complete, pretty much" and "we're not ready to leave yet" within the space of roughly a week, it seems that we are repeating that history. It shows both our allies and our adversaries that impulsive and unilateral decisions are driving our foreign policy objectives. It also shows how the president's decision to bypass Congress and the American people and defy democratic norms has profound consequences on our military, U.S. citizens and people around the world. The president's war in Iran has created vast amounts of volatility and uncertainty -- thousands of people have been killed and millions displaced -- and has further undermined the credibility of the United States to maintain the rules-based international order that we helped establish after World War II.

America needs allies, trading partners and friends. But now, instead of working together with them to maintain a global system that has brought real geopolitical and economic benefit to us all, we are isolating ourselves. We are already seeing the consequences. In Ukraine, we have worked with our NATO allies over the past four years to combat the most serious threat to global peace and security since World War II, but the president's recent decision to remove sanctions on Russian oil puts President Vladimir Putin of Russia in a stronger position, while Ukraine and our other allies doubt our commitment to their security. Among allies such as Canada, Britain and Germany, the war is reinforcing a growing sentiment that China is a more strategic economic partner and that those allies should look to new trade agreements with China instead of us -- especially as China is already replacing the United States as their top trading partner.

Furthermore, with each unnecessary strike or death resulting from this war, we are cultivating anti-American sentiment among people in the Middle East and beyond, potentially fueling a new generation of terrorism that will haunt us and our allies, will increase the number of conflicts in the region and may ultimately compel our regional allies like Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates to kick U.S. military bases off their land to prevent future attacks.

We must change course if we want to avoid global isolation and preserve the era of prosperity and security that the world has witnessed in the last 80 years. These years have not benefited all countries and peoples. But more people today are free, educated and prosperous than ever in history.

This era was built on a bipartisan consensus on the strategic importance of both NATO and global trade. It is clear this president has no respect for that precedent. But America is a constitutional republic -- not a monarchy -- and Congress and the president have coequal constitutional responsibilities in all matters of government, including in matters of security and war. We must preserve this essential balance. The Congress is the people's house. We need our lawmakers to step up and reassert their rightful role over war powers.

There are four actions that Congress should take. It should approve a war powers resolution authorizing the war, take the time to evaluate any request for additional funding for the war and hold hearings to fully explore the actions, objectives and strategies of the administration in taking military action. The president and the Congress should work together to determine what an endgame to this war, a conclusion that would bring our forces home, looks like.

The fast rate at which this conflict has escalated and destabilized the world is the direct result of a president acting alone without a strategy and of a politically divided Congress that has abdicated its responsibilities and failed to play its vital constitutional role of oversight in war. The lives of our men and women in uniform are on the line. As the 250th anniversary of our national founding approaches, we must not allow political divisions and political interests to undermine our support for the dedicated men and women who risk their lives for America's security and future.

@Lance Brown  Our own intelligence agencies made clear that there was no imminent threat from Iran when we went to war. The Constitution made clear that only the Congress can declare war. The War Powers Act was intended to protect that power of Congress. But if neither the president nor Congress abides by the Constitution, nor the War Powers Act, presidents will still start wars. It is up to the people to make them pay a price for their abuse of power.Since the President didn't get approval of Congress, should going to war against Iran not be considered an 'illegal order'? Especially since there was no imminent threat?
Chuck Hagel is a former secretary of defense and a former Republican senator from Nebraska. He was deputy administrator of the Veterans Administration in the Reagan administration and served in the Vietnam War alongside his brother Tom Hagel in 1968. Leon E. Panetta was a White House chief of staff for President Bill Clinton, and has been a director of the C.I.A., secretary of defense and Democratic representative from California's 16th and 17th Congressional Districts. He served as an intelligence officer in the Army. Both are members of Issue One's ReFormers Caucus.

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.

Follow the New York Times Opinion section on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, Bluesky, WhatsApp and Threads.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/01/opinion/iran-war-military-us.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Guest Essay


Craigslist Made Me Rich. Giving the Money Away Is Easy.

 Zebadiah Keneally



By Craig Newmark
Mr. Newmark is a philanthropist and the founder of the online marketplace Craigslist.


Mar 30, 2026 at 04:03 p.m.

When I started Craigslist in the mid-1990s I never thought I'd become rich. But I did. A lot of people in tech around that time also got lucky. Millions -- even billions -- were made simply by being in the right place at the right time.

That's too much money for anyone to have, so I'm giving most of it away to people and causes that need it. It makes no sense to me that others with this kind of money would criticize anyone doing this.

Craigslist at the beginning was just a periodic email I'd send from my computer in my apartment to a small group of friends looking for things to do in San Francisco. Then people started sending in photos of furniture and other stuff that needed a new home. Soon they were emailing job openings and apartment vacancies. When the email list got too long, I coded it all into a primitive website. It remains that way today, almost entirely untouched.

I am a computer programmer, not a tech entrepreneur or salesman. I didn't build Craigslist for the money. I turned down big offers for the site in those first few years. To take care of the programmers and the customer service rep (me!) and to keep the site growing, we eventually started charging nominal fees for job, car and apartment postings -- it didn't seem fair to me that big companies were using the site without charge to make lots of money. It was important to me that the site remained free for regular people searching for things they needed, or trying to get rid of things they didn't. We refused to bog down the site with ads or needless bells and whistles.

It turns out keeping Craigslist an easy page to use without a lot of distractions made people want to spend time there. Meanwhile, the small fees, paid mostly by commercial posters, added up.

I grew up in Morristown, N.J. My dad served in World War II and my mom was a bookkeeper. I'm not a jet, yacht or vacation home guy. I like buying books and I have a really nice house, but that's about it. It's always been my attitude that others could benefit from what I didn't need. Rich people never seem all that happy, either.

When I became accidentally wealthy it meant a lot to me that I could help people who were less lucky. Last year I signed the Giving Pledge, founded by Warren Buffett, Bill Gates and Melinda French Gates. The idea is that people with a lot of money agree to give most of it away before they die or through their wills. After donating more than $450 million over the past decade or so I was well on my way to doing it on my own. But I thought being more public about giving might help convince someone else with a lot of money to give it away, too.

It's bizarre to me that the pledge has now come under attack by some tech billionaires who say we're giving our money away foolishly, or complain that the money is going to left-wing nonprofits. The truth is that pledge signers can give their money to whichever charitable causes they want. I don't understand the critics' logic, but politics and that sort of criticism have never really made much sense to me. I really am a nerd.

Patriotism has always been important to me, in the founding father sort of way. We owe a lot to those who keep us safe. I give my money to organizations that help veterans and military families -- people like my dad and others who served. I fund a public service campaign to help people avoid online scams because those really tick me off. I support independent, trustworthy journalism, the kind that holds leaders on both sides accountable and protects our democracy. I also donate to pigeon protection groups, because I like pigeons.

I don't get into fights over what's woke and what's not. Because I don't know the answer, nor do I care. I use the money I made to help people who are trying to make life better for all of us humans. It seems to me that the 250 or so people who signed the pledge are trying to do some version of the same thing. How is that not a good thing?

Making money isn't proof to me that I know something any better than someone else. Wealthy people who believe that they do aren't as smart as they think. I'm sort of the Forrest Gump of the internet in that way. I was in the right place, at the right time, and I don't exactly know why. 

Craig Newmark is a philanthropist and the founder of the online marketplace Craigslist.

The Times is committed to publishing a diversity of letters to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some tips. And here's our email: letters@nytimes.com.

Follow the New York Times Opinion section on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, Bluesky, WhatsApp and Threads.
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letters


A Supreme Court Ruling for a Discredited Therapy

Apr 01, 2026 at 11:45 p.m.


Kaley Chiles, a licensed professional counselor, at her office in Colorado Springs in September. Mrs. Chiles filed suit in 2022 over Colorado's ban on conversion therapy for minors. Rachel Woolf for The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "In Win for Right, Justices Reject Gay Therapy Ban" (front page, April 1):

As a psychiatrist, I write with serious concern about the Supreme Court's ruling on Tuesday rejecting a ban on conversion therapy for L.G.B.T.Q. minors.

In my 35 years of clinical experience, I have encountered several patients who underwent such therapy, and it did not change the sexual orientation of a single one. Many of them did, however, develop profound and lasting shame, and an impaired capacity for healthy intimate relationships.

The harm was not incidental. It was the predictable outcome of telling people that who they are is broken and can be fixed.

Virtually every credible medical organization in the country -- including the American Psychiatric Association and the American Medical Association -- has condemned conversion therapy as both ineffective and harmful. Studies show that youths subjected to it are more than twice as likely to attempt suicide.

Consider this parallel: If a left-handed child, living in a right-handed world and perhaps in an entirely right-handed family, asks a therapist to change him or her, would we honor that request? Or would we recognize that the wish to change comes not from the child but from the shame imposed upon that child?

The medical profession's first obligation is to do no harm. On that duty, the Supreme Court has given us no guidance.

Paul Browde
New York

To the Editor:

As an internal medicine physician, I am aghast at the Supreme Court's ruling on Tuesday in Chiles v. Salazar, removing the ban in Colorado on conversion therapy and allowing therapists to seek to change the gender identity or sexual orientation of their young gay patients or clients.

In my decades of experience, I have seen many questionable recommendations from other health care providers. Fortunately, we have always had licensing and state regulations to protect patients from unsound practices. To reduce clinical guidance to merely a matter of free speech is reckless and irresponsible.

When clinicians substitute their fringe opinions for sound, evidence-based medical advice, they must be professionally restricted. All people are free to espouse their views outside of the exam room. No one, however, should be allowed to practice in a way that puts patients in danger, as conversion therapy has been shown to do.

John Butler
Huntingdon Valley, Pa.

Calling All Teens: Are you a teenager with something to say? The New York Times's Learning Network invites you to write a public-facing letter about an issue that matters to you. The Open Letters Contest runs until April 8.

An Immigrant Story

 Clockwise from top left: National Archives in Washington, D.C. (Passenger and Crew Lists of Vessels Arriving at New York, New York, 1897-1957); Jim Young/Reuters; National Archives at Philadelphia; WWII Draft Registration Cards For New Jersey; Courtesy of the White House


To the Editor:

Re "Migration Stories of 9 Americans Who Will Decide a Birthright Rule" (news article, April 1):

Is it only nostalgia that frames our support for immigration? When did immigrants, the men and women who historically contributed so much to our society, become a threat? Profiled as criminals?

The background story of our Supreme Court justices was enlightening and moving in its depiction of those seeking asylum and prosperity here. It's a story so many of us share.

On Feb. 24, 2017, I accompanied my friend Bipasha, born in Calcutta (now Kolkata), to the U.S. District Court to witness the ceremony of her swearing-in. The hall was full of people who complimented our country by choosing it. The anticipation, relief and optimism were palpable.

We all rose for the judge, a Black woman, who began by saying most Americans arrived here from elsewhere -- in the case of her ancestors, not of their own volition. She closed by saying she looked forward to seeing the new citizens in her courtroom as they practiced their civic duty by serving on juries.

Many wept as we pledged allegiance to the flag. Our celebratory lunch was, naturally, in Chinatown.

Rebecca Okrent
South Wellfleet, Mass.

A List of Jews at Penn?

Some Jewish students and faculty at the University of Pennsylvania have expressed concern about the Trump administration's tactics. Rachel Wisniewski for The New York Times


To the Editor:

Re "Federal Judge Approves Trump's Effort to Obtain a List of Jews From Penn" (news article, April 1):

There is no legitimate reason for the University of Pennsylvania to compile a list of Jewish students and employees and their contact information or for a government agency to request such a list.

If the government seeks information relating to suspected antisemitism at Penn, let it send a general inquiry to everyone on campus and let anyone of any religion feel free to respond either publicly or anonymously.

Any attempt to identify all Jewish students and staff members or pressure them to self-identify is surely a violation of freedom of religion.

Judy Olinick
Middlebury, Vt.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/01/opinion/supreme-court-gay-conversion-therapy.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Editorials, Op-Ed ...
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            The Arts
          
        

      

      Business Day

      
        Local Opposition Is Slowing A.I. Data Centers. Wall Street Has Noticed.
        Tech companies are running into resistance from neighbors and may not be able to build at the pace they promised investors.

      

      
        SpaceX Files to Go Public, Setting Stage for Huge I.P.O.
        An initial public offering of Elon Musk's rocket and satellite company would most likely be a generational wealth event and one of the largest offerings ever.

      

      
        Keep Calm and Maybe Take the Bus: Australia Confronts Oil Shock
        Prime Minister Anthony Albanese pleaded with Australians not to panic over higher fuel prices, in a rare national address on Wednesday.

      

      
        Why Reopening the Strait of Hormuz Matters for the U.S. Economy
        The interconnectedness of global energy markets means that the effects of Iran's blockade of the waterway are not limited to countries directly dependent on oil from the Middle East.

      

      
        WhatsApp Whistle-Blower Suit Is Dismissed
        The former head of security for the messaging app, owned by Meta, had accused the social media company of putting billions of users at risk. A judge said there was not enough evidence supporting claims that he was fired in retaliation.

      

      
        Robot Taxis Stop in Traffic in Chinese City, Stranding Travelers
        The authorities in Wuhan, the site of one of the world's largest experiments in self-driving cars, cited a "system failure" after widespread reports on Tuesday evening.

      

      
        A.I. Companies Shatter Fund-Raising Records, as Boom Accelerates
        OpenAI, Anthropic, Waymo and other artificial intelligence companies hauled in $297 billion in funding in the first three months of the year.

      

      
        Whoop, a Wearable Health Device Maker, Raises $575 Million
        With elite athletes like LeBron James and Cristiano Ronaldo as investors, the company, now valued at $10 billion, is courting everyday health enthusiasts.

      

      
        
          	
            Editorials, Op-Ed ...
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            The Arts
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Local Opposition Is Slowing A.I. Data Centers. Wall Street Has Noticed.

Tech companies are running into resistance from neighbors and may not be able to build at the pace they promised investors.

Construction of a Meta data center in Eagle Mountain, Utah, in 2024. The company is among those that have staked their futures on the use of artificial intelligence. Christie Hemm Klok for The New York Times



By Lydia DePillis



Mar 26, 2026 at 10:29 p.m.

The torrential wave of data center construction for artificial intelligence has seemed unstoppable. Unconstrained by interest rates or labor costs, the biggest tech companies in the world are pouring trillions of dollars into land, electronics and new power plants. A.I. spending is now a meaningful share of American economic growth and the wind at the stock market's back.

But lately, zoning commissions and county councils across the country have been resisting. Unnerved by the data centers' voracious electricity demands and sprawling footprints, they are denying permits and withdrawing tax breaks at a rate that is forcing companies like Google, Microsoft and Meta to take a different tack.

And Wall Street, which has ridden high on those valuations, is starting to raise some eyebrows.

"A lot of the commitments and the build-out of data centers where it's easy has kind of been done, so you're getting marginally more difficult," said Todd Castagno, a managing director at Morgan Stanley. "From a markets perspective, expectations might be, maybe not reset, but realigned with the fact that it's hard to put a couple trillion dollars in the ground in a short time."

About 30 percent of the S&P 500 is made up of just six companies: Apple, Meta, Alphabet, Microsoft, Nvidia and Amazon, all of which have staked their futures on the use of artificial intelligence. The building boom has also lifted equipment makers like Caterpillar and Siemens, which have enjoyed greater sales to data center projects. Much of the construction is also funded by the investors behind OpenAI and Anthropic, which are privately held.

In all, the top A.I. companies, known as "hyperscalers," have forecast spending $710 billion on data centers across North America in 2026. And to some extent, their lofty valuations depend on their ability to deliver on those promises. But rising skepticism from neighbors, along with the major challenge of supplying gigawatts of new electricity, could put a hitch in those plans.

The calculation that brought local resistance to the attention of investors is compiled by Miquel Vila, a supply chain and political risk researcher with the A.I. safety firm 10a Labs, which started the Data Center Watch project out of curiosity. Mr. Vila, who says he has no vested or ideological interest in the progress of data centers, follows local news, local government meetings and Facebook groups to document and categorize the spread of organized resistance.

The latest number is big: At least $156 billion across 48 projects with publicly disclosed values was blocked or stalled amid coordinated local opposition in 2025. Opposition "hardened" into legislative hurdles, Mr. Vila noted, narrowing the options for data center developers looking for sites.

"The number we are all hanging our hat on is a report from Data Center Watch," said Aniket Shah, a managing director at the investment bank Jefferies. He thinks the mounting pile of delayed and abandoned projects is a symptom of deeper resistance that could result in substantial political restrictions in the coming years, noting Pew Research's finding that Americans are more negative about A.I. than people in any other country it has polled.

"That's crazy," Mr. Shah said. "I do think that works its way through the politics, and that guardrails go up in a much more significant way than most people believe."

For the hyperscalers, procuring huge amounts of computing power as quickly as possible is essential to building A.I. models faster than their competition. Additional capacity is needed to serve the workloads of customers who want to use those products, like Google's Gemini and Anthropic's Claude. So far, they have had the cash to make it happen, both because of the strength of their own balance sheets and investments from private credit firms and even some of their own suppliers.

But all that construction has to happen in someone's backyard -- or, at least, on someone's drive to work or school. Unlike a large warehouse, the projects will either create a significant new burden on the electricity grid or build power generation on site, both of which require several kinds of permits for additional infrastructure. And as conflicts over building housing and renewable energy have shown, Americans have a prodigious ability to stop things that they believe will impinge on their quality of life.

Some of the fiercest resistance has come in Virginia, which was an early leader in data centers that served cloud computing tied to the federal government. As residents are quickly learning, data centers that serve A.I. are a different breed, sucking up far more electricity and water. Virginia's budget is currently stalled by a disagreement over whether to end the state's tax break for data center construction, which was worth at least $1.6 billion in the 2025 fiscal year.

Proponents of ending the tax break argue that the state should not be subsidizing a business that takes up huge amounts of pastoral land and will require as-yet-unbuilt electrical substations and transmission lines. And they are becoming louder.

"You're going to see a growing level of frustration and discontent all across the commonwealth of Virginia as the infrastructure reveals itself," said Chris Miller, the president of the Piedmont Environmental Council of Virginia. "They're running into the basic political philosophy of most Americans. It's like, 'We get to decide how our community changes.'"

As recently as 2023 and 2024, data center developers quietly bought up land and secured the necessary signoffs without much public attention, and often under nondisclosure agreements that obscured the ultimate client. That has become more difficult. Although opposition to data centers is still at a grass-roots level and quite fragmented, word travels quickly on Facebook. Universities and nonprofits are contributing to a body of research that shows how data centers can affect noise levels, water supplies and air quality.

An OpenAI data center in Abilene, Texas. Developers for the enormous facilities are flocking to less populated areas with a lot of flat land, adequate power and friendlier politicians. Scott Ball for The New York Times


In some cases, opposition has resulted in county or statewide moratoriums or pauses on tax incentives, which can kill projects overnight. A case in point: Andy Cvengros, a co-lead of JLL's data center practice, said Illinois's new biometric privacy law and a recent pause on data center tax incentives had torpedoed four of his projects in the state.

"The people who are trying to block or protest these things are much more well educated than they were before," Mr. Cvengros said. "We've had a number of projects get canceled that were by very reputable groups that were coming to the table with $50, $60, $100 million contributions to local communities, and still getting shut down."

Overall, construction is still proceeding at a rapid pace. According to the technology market intelligence firm IDC, purchases of the equipment that goes into data centers have not slowed down. Development is just following the path of least resistance.

According to the real estate brokerage CBRE, the total amount of new data center capacity under construction in the country's largest markets decreased in the second half of 2025 for the first time since 2020. The firm attributed the slowdown to "ongoing permitting, zoning and power procurement hurdles."

But other markets are still exploding. Having been driven out of states like Wisconsin, Oregon and Michigan, data center developers are flocking to less populated areas in states including Texas and New Mexico with a lot of available land, adequate power and friendlier politicians.

"We've seen a pretty significant shift over the past six to eight months, where that demand is being managed by regulation," said John McWilliams, the head of data center insights at Cushman & Wakefield. "That certainly is a shock to the system. It's changing the landscape of how this gets done."

Going all in on the flat, hot states, however, is not a complete solution. For one thing, although training A.I. models can be done far from cities, the servers that do the work for users of those models need to be closer to avoid "latency" as data travels over long distances. Eventually, if America were to adopt A.I. at the scale that its boosters are banking on, data centers would need to be built closer to cities like Seattle, San Francisco and Chicago.

One possible path to doing that is renovating empty warehouses, which has become cheaper as the logistics industry has contracted. Bernie Woytek, a regional practice director with the architecture firm HKS, said he had done more warehouse-to-data-center conversions lately in big metropolitan areas like Atlanta.

"I think people would rather see an occupant in a building than it sitting vacant," Mr. Woytek said. "It's not nearly as invasive as doing a new ground-up building where you have to go through all those hoops."

And of course, red states are not immune to the kind of opposition that has taken root. Gov. Greg Abbott of Texas has championed the A.I. industry, but groups are forming rapidly to fight new data centers in places like Waco and Harlingen. The Texas Republican Party passed a resolution in mid-March calling for a stop to new construction until more safeguards for water and electricity use are in place.

Miriam Cobb volunteered as the campaign manager for a Republican state senate candidate, Rena Schroeder, who ran on opposing new data centers. Although Ms. Schroeder lost the primary, Ms. Cobb is still helping to coordinate opposition across Texas that, she said, is deeply felt in conservative, rural communities.

"This isn't a 'save the whales' kind of thing," she said. "This is going to destroy the agricultural landscape of Texas if we keep letting this happen. It's not a 'sort of,' it's a 'definite.'"

The pushback is starting to force investors to grapple with the proposition that the hyperscalers may not be able to reach the lofty goals they have set for themselves. Physical constraints on building new power infrastructure shorten the list of projects that seem likely to be completed, the investment advisory firm Janus Henderson wrote in early March.

Logan Purk, a technology industry analyst at Edward Jones, thinks that the already stretched-out construction timelines could become even more delayed and ultimately reduce the amount that is built. That would have the biggest impact on the companies that sell the gear that goes into data centers -- the "picks and shovels" of the A.I. rush.

"I do think the difficulty is not fully baked in," Mr. Purk said. "If we assume tomorrow that data center construction stops because there's no access to new power, the ripple effects across the semiconductor industry would be pretty substantial."
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SpaceX Files to Go Public, Setting Stage for Huge I.P.O.

An initial public offering of Elon Musk's rocket and satellite company would most likely be a generational wealth event and one of the largest offerings ever.

SpaceX's Starship rocket in Cameron County, Texas, in 2024.



By Ryan Mac, Lauren Hirsch and Maureen Farrell
Ryan Mac reported from Los Angeles and Lauren Hirsch and Maureen Farrell from New York.


Apr 02, 2026 at 12:26 a.m.

SpaceX, Elon Musk's rocket and satellite maker, filed confidentially on Wednesday for an initial public offering, according to two people familiar with the company, setting the stage for what could be one of the largest offerings ever.

The company is committed to debuting in June, and Mr. Musk is aiming to raise $50 billion to $75 billion from going public, said one of the people, who was not authorized to speak publicly on confidential discussions.

SpaceX values itself at more than $1 trillion and would be one of the most valuable companies to reach the stock market, after Saudi Aramco's 2019 debut valued the energy giant at $1.7 trillion. Aramco ultimately raised more than $29 billion from its offering.

A SpaceX offering could signal a wave of enormous I.P.O.s, with the artificial intelligence companies OpenAI and Anthropic also exploring the possibility of going public. SpaceX's offering would be a generational moneymaking event for Wall Street, the company's employees and, of course, Mr. Musk, who is already one of the world's richest men and could become the first trillionaire.

Mr. Musk, 54, who also runs the electric carmaker Tesla and other companies, did not respond to a request for comment. A SpaceX spokesman did not respond to a request for comment. Bloomberg earlier reported the filing.

SpaceX, which Mr. Musk founded in 2002 with the goal of sending people to Mars, has grown into one of the world's leading space companies. From the beginning, Mr. Musk has said SpaceX's ultimate mission is to make humans a multiplanetary species, ensuring that life would thrive if something happened to Earth.

Since then, SpaceX has launched rockets into space and established a popular satellite internet service, Starlink. The company's customers include the federal government, the Ukrainian military and many others. In the United States, SpaceX accounts for five of every six launches into space, according to Georgetown University's Center for Security and Emerging Technology.

In February, Mr. Musk merged SpaceX with xAI, his A.I. company. The SpaceX umbrella now encompasses Starship, a self-landing rocket meant for Mars; Starlink; Grok, xAI's chatbot; and X, the social network formerly known as Twitter.

Elon Musk, who also leads the electric carmaker Tesla and other companies, founded SpaceX in 2002. He has said his goal is for a multiplanetary species. Jason Henry for The New York Times


Money raised from a public offering would most likely help SpaceX finance its long-term goals of launching artificial intelligence data centers into orbit, creating a colony on the moon and getting humans to Mars. These are expensive and unproven endeavors that may take years and billions of dollars to achieve.

SpaceX has also discussed using some of the money raised from an I.P.O. to fund xAI and its working capital, one of the people said, as well as to buy up and expunge the billions of dollars in debt that Twitter borrowed when Mr. Musk bought the social media company in 2022. Bankers have pushed SpaceX to hold at least $15 billion to $20 billion in cash, the person said.

A confidential filing means that the financials of the company are not disclosed until later. In June, Mr. Musk posted on social media that he expected SpaceX's revenue to reach $15.5 billion in 2025, with about $1.1 billion of that coming from NASA. Total revenue would be up from $7.4 billion in 2023, according to documents obtained by The New York Times. Starlink alone generated $8 billion in sales in 2024, according to the documents.

A public offering would be a major boon for SpaceX's executives, employees and investors, some of whom took a risk in supporting Mr. Musk's goals and have waited for more than two decades to cash in on their shares.

Mr. Musk also stands to benefit. Much of his $823 billion net worth, according to Forbes, is from his stake in the rocket company, which stood at around 44 percent in 2022. If SpaceX's valuation increases in public trading, he could become the world's first person with a 13-figure net worth.

SpaceX's main underwriters -- which are expected to include Morgan Stanley, Goldman Sachs, Citigroup, JPMorgan Chase and Bank of America -- are likely to generate fees in the hundreds of millions of dollars collectively.

Mr. Musk has shown a distrust of public markets in the past. In 2018, he posted on social media that he had arranged the funding to take Tesla private, even when he hadn't. When he bought Twitter, he also took it private.

An I.P.O. would require Mr. Musk to disclose more information about SpaceX to investors and push him to fulfill his promises about the company. Over the years, he has been overly optimistic on how long it would take to get his rockets to Mars. He has set a similarly hopeful timeline of getting data centers into space, which is currently an unproven concept.

SpaceX's offering would be a generational moneymaking event for Wall Street. Karsten Moran for The New York Times


In a recent memo to employees, Mr. Musk said orbital data centers would be the cheapest way to satisfy A.I. computational needs "within two to three years." He has also talked up a theory of "sustainable abundance," in which his companies, working with one another, will create A.I. and robot products that help end poverty and strife, while making human work obsolete.

Ross Gerber, an investment manager whose firm invested in Twitter and is now a SpaceX shareholder, said it was a terrible time to go public, citing wars and unpredictable economic conditions. But Mr. Musk needs cash to fund expensive projects, including data centers in space and a chip manufacturing plant, and to cover two money "losers" in X and xAI, Mr. Gerber said.

"Elon is saying, 'I have this window to fund all this craziness for a good period of time based on the SpaceX hype,'" Mr. Gerber said. "By merging the two losers with one winner, he keeps all the balls in the air. He keeps everything afloat."

Brett Winton, who is the chief futurist at Ark Invest, an investment management firm that is a SpaceX investor, was more sanguine about the company's prospects. Last year, Ark Invest predicted that SpaceX's value would reach $2.5 trillion by 2030. Mr. Winton said the scale of the I.P.O. was a testament to what SpaceX could achieve.

"The amount is commensurate with the size of the opportunity," he said.
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Keep Calm and Maybe Take the Bus: Australia Confronts Oil Shock

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese pleaded with Australians not to panic over higher fuel prices, in a rare national address on Wednesday.

An oil products tanker passing the Sydney Opera House in March. Australia imports the vast majority of its fuel. Hollie Adams/Reuters



By Laura Chung
Reporting from Sydney, Australia


Apr 01, 2026 at 04:52 p.m.

In a rare address to the nation, Australia's prime minister, Anthony Albanese, on Wednesday urged his compatriots to not panic or hoard fuel in the face of soaring energy prices.

He also urged Australians to take public transport in the coming weeks, saying that would free up fuel supplies for farmers, miners and other tradesmen who have no choice other than driving. (Earlier this week, two Australian states said they would temporarily make public transit free of charge.)

Mr. Albanese -- delivering the first such address since the pandemic -- tried to reassure Australians that the country was prepared to weather the looming economic challenges from the Iran war.

The country now imports the vast majority of its fuel and the national average price for retail gasoline has risen about 40 percent, according to an industry group. Farmers in the country are also reeling from high fuel prices.

Mr. Albanese spoke for just under three-and-a-half minutes. He did not mention the United States, Israel or Iran by name.

Here are some highlights:

"The reality is, the economic shocks caused by this war will be with us for months."
"You should go about your business and your life, as normal."
"Enjoy your Easter. If you're hitting the road, don't take more fuel than you need -- just fill up like you normally would. Think of others in your community, in the bush and in critical industries."
"And over coming weeks, if you can switch to catching the train or bus or tram to work, do so. That builds our reserves and it saves fuel for people who have no choice but to drive."


Mr. Albanese reiterated previously announced efforts to cut taxes on gasoline and diesel, and to ensure fuel supplies.

Reviewing the prime minister's speech, Jill Sheppard, an associate professor in politics at the Australian National University, said, "I don't know that it's done much to assuage Australians concerns."

It was unclear why Mr. Albanese chose to make an address on Wednesday. One reason, Ms. Sheppard said, could be that he wanted to ensure that people behave at the gas pump ahead of the Easter holiday.
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Why Reopening the Strait of Hormuz Matters for the U.S. Economy

The interconnectedness of global energy markets means that the effects of Iran's blockade of the waterway are not limited to countries directly dependent on oil from the Middle East.

Tankers anchored in Muscat, Oman, last month, as the Strait of Hormuz remained largely closed to shipping traffic. Benoit Tessier/Reuters



By Jenny Gross
Reporting from Washington


Apr 01, 2026 at 09:21 p.m.

President Trump has suggested that reopening of the Strait of Hormuz was a problem for other countries to resolve.

America produces "plenty" of its own energy to use and sell, Mr. Trump wrote on social media on Tuesday, addressing countries that are having trouble securing jet fuel because of Iran's blockade on the strait that carries a quarter of the world's oil. These nations, he wrote, should "build up some delayed courage, go to the Strait, and just TAKE IT. You'll have to start learning how to fight for yourself, the U.S.A. won't be there to help you anymore, just like you weren't there for us."

He later told CBS News that the U.S. military was "not yet" ready to pull back from the effort to reopen the strait, while reinforcing that other countries were "going to have to come in and do their own work." Early on Wednesday he posted that he would consider a cease-fire only when the waterway was "open, free, and clear."

Although the United States imports very little oil and gas via Hormuz, the interconnectedness of global energy markets means that any restrictions on traffic through the waterway creates economic shocks felt around the world.

Economists warn the effects on inflation and growth, in the United States and elsewhere, will compound if disruptions persist, making the reopening of the strait a key issue for the global economy.

Even though the United States is the world's largest oil producer and a significant exporter, oil is priced largely on supply and demand globally. When there's a supply disruption, like there has been for the past month in the Persian Gulf, the price of oil and gas rises everywhere.

Not all American-produced oil can be easily used by U.S. refiners, since supplies produced in the United States tend to be higher-quality, so-called sweet oil, but domestic refineries are set up to handle largely imported heavy and sour oil. The United States imports millions of barrels of this type of crude oil, and fuel made from it often ends up in U.S. gas stations.

In the United States, gasoline prices have surged 36 percent since the war began to an average of more than $4 a gallon. The price of diesel, which fuels many trucks, has jumped more sharply. In Europe, which also imports little oil and gas from the Middle East, energy costs are soaring, on top of already high prices because of Russia's invasion of Ukraine.

The effects of the strait's closure also extend beyond energy markets. A third of the world's supply of fertilizer is shipped through the strait, leading to a bottleneck that has not only raised prices for farmers but also threatens food security around the world. The blockade has also restricted supplies and pushed up the prices of aluminum, sugar and helium, a vital gas for semiconductor manufacturing.

An Iranian official on Wednesday said that Iran's position was the strait would open, but not to the United States. "The Strait of Hormuz will certainly reopen, but not for you," Ebrahim Azizi, head of the Iranian Parliament's National Security Commission, wrote on social media. But even a partial reopening to ships that comply with Iran's rules will continue to send ripples through the U.S. economy and around the world.

Britain's prime minister, Keir Starmer, said on Wednesday that Britain's foreign secretary would host counterparts from nearly three dozen countries this week to discuss diplomatic efforts to keep the Strait of Hormuz open.
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WhatsApp Whistle-Blower Suit Is Dismissed

The former head of security for the messaging app, owned by Meta, had accused the social media company of putting billions of users at risk. A judge said there was not enough evidence supporting claims that he was fired in retaliation.

Attaullah Baig was the head of security for WhatsApp from January 2021 to February 2025. Christopher Lee for The New York Times



By Cecilia Kang
Reporting from Washington


Apr 01, 2026 at 10:43 p.m.

A federal magistrate judge last month dismissed a wrongful termination lawsuit brought by WhatsApp's former head of security, citing a lack of evidence supporting claims that he was fired in retaliation for reporting security flaws to regulators.

Attaullah Baig had filed the lawsuit in September, in which he claimed that thousands of WhatsApp and Meta employees could gain access to sensitive user data including profile pictures, location, group memberships and contact lists. Meta, which owns WhatsApp, also failed to adequately address the hacking of more than 100,000 accounts each day and rejected his proposals for security fixes, according to the lawsuit.

After his concerns were ignored internally, Mr. Baig reported the problems to the Federal Trade Commission and the Securities and Exchange Commission, according to the lawsuit. Executives then retaliated by firing him, the lawsuit said.

Laurel Beeler, a magistrate judge for the U.S. District Court of Northern California, granted Meta's motion to dismiss the case over a lack of evidence proving those attempts.

Mr. Baig didn't back many of his allegations with "sufficient facts to show that the plaintiff reported violations of S.E.C. rules or regulations," she wrote in her March 19 order.

Mr. Baig plans to refile his lawsuit, according to the whistle-blower organization Psst.org, which is supporting his suit.

"The judge dismissed on technical pleading grounds, not merit, and we look forward to addressing those deficiencies and ensuring Meta has to finally engage with the substance of Mr. Baig's allegations," Jennifer Gibson, the executive director of Psst.org, said.

"This ruling reaffirms what we've said all along: These claims have no merit," said Andy Stone, a spokesman for Meta. "We're proud of our strong record of protecting people's privacy and security, and will continue building on it."

A string of whistle-blowers has come forward in recent years accusing Meta -- which also owns Facebook and Instagram -- of wrongdoing related to privacy, child safety and the spread of disinformation on its main platforms.
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Robot Taxis Stop in Traffic in Chinese City, Stranding Travelers

The authorities in Wuhan, the site of one of the world's largest experiments in self-driving cars, cited a "system failure" after widespread reports on Tuesday evening.

A Baidu Apollo robotaxi with painted flowers in Wuhan, China, in 2024. The cars have become a common sight on Wuhan roads. Qilai Shen for The New York Times



By Keith Bradsher
Reporting from Beijing


Apr 01, 2026 at 05:44 p.m.

One of the world's largest experiments in driverless cars suffered an embarrassing setback as a number of robot taxis abruptly stopped moving in traffic on Tuesday evening in Wuhan, China, stranding their passengers and sometimes blocking other vehicles.

The police in Wuhan, a large metropolis in central China, announced on Wednesday that they had received a "succession" of reports that self-driving cars had stopped. The cars were part of the extensive Apollo Go program of self-driving cars run in Wuhan by Baidu, a large Chinese internet company.

The police said an unspecified "system failure" had occurred, and did not say how many cars had been affected. Baidu has hundreds of the cars in Wuhan, where they have become a common sight.

"Following established contingency plans, the public security traffic control and transportation departments quickly mobilized forces to the scene to dispose of the situation in coordination with Apollo Go company staff," the police statement said.

Baidu did not have an immediate comment.

Waymo, an American provider of robot taxis, had a somewhat similar incident in San Francisco in December when an hourslong power failure prompted Waymo cars there to pull over and stop. Robot taxis are typically programmed to stop if they encounter a completely unfamiliar situation.

However, in the Wuhan incident, a video circulated on Chinese social media shows what appears to be a passenger stranded in an Apollo Go car that has stopped in the least fast lane, but not on the shoulder, of a broad expressway as trucks hurtle past. Two photos on Chinese social media show another Apollo Go car that has stopped in the middle of a highway and appears to have been hit on the back left corner by an orange sport utility vehicle that sits nearby with considerable damage to its right front corner.

Robbin Wu, a 19-year-old university student in Wuhan, said that he took an Apollo Go ride back toward his campus on Tuesday evening after buying groceries at a nearby Walmart, only for the vehicle to stop at an intersection for more than three minutes. He realized something was wrong and called the emergency help line in the car. After a couple of attempts, he reached a customer service staff member who notified him of an internet failure and asked him to get out of the car while protecting his personal safety, which he did.

China's regulators told automakers in early December to delay their plans for the sale of cars with a wide range of self-driving features. The authorities pulled back following a crash of a Xiaomi SU7 a year ago killed three women, all university students. The car disengaged from self-driving mode and asked the driver to take control of the vehicle one second before it hit a concrete construction barrier at 72 miles an hour.

In July, China's state-run television reported that tests on 36 car models from 20 brands had found that slightly fewer than half the cars could safely avoid a crash when they encountered trucks near a construction site at night. Only the two models by Tesla, the American company, had assisted-driving systems that were reliable in a wide range of safety situations, according to the report, which was widely viewed on the Chinese internet.

Many auto analysts and executives believe that self-driving, which works best with electric cars, could be the next big advance for the industry. They envision hundreds of millions of drivers deciding in the years ahead to leave the driving to computers.

The rise of self-driving technologies threatens to leave behind those automakers in the West and northeast Asia that still emphasize sales of gasoline-powered cars. Gas engines respond much more slowly than electric motors to computerized driving instructions, making it difficult to design a gasoline-powered robot taxi.

China had a late start in driverless technology but has been quicker to approve widespread testing, while censoring reports of safety problems. In the United States, Waymo and Tesla are making major investments in self-driving. Waymo is also starting to roll out a fleet of robot taxis in London in a highly anticipated program.

Baidu announced last August that it would supply Lyft, an American ride-hailing service, with robot taxis to be operated this year in Germany and Britain, subject to regulatory approval. Momenta, a Chinese autonomous driving company, and Uber, the ride-hailing giant, announced last year that they planned a small experiment in Europe with self-driving cars. WeRide, another Chinese company, has begun driverless vehicle projects in Abu Dhabi and Singapore as well as several Chinese cities.

The timing of the incident in Wuhan is particularly awkward for Baidu and for China, as it comes three weeks before thousands of executives and engineers from automakers around the world are set to converge on Beijing for the city's auto show. The exhibition has become the world's premier showcase of automotive innovation as the Chinese government has pushed foreign and domestic manufacturers alike to showcase their latest electric vehicles and other technologies.

The stranding of motorists in Wuhan is embarrassing for one of the world's largest experiments in robot taxis. But considerable evidence elsewhere suggests that self-driving cars are far safer than relying on people to drive cars. 

Computerized driving does not work well with gasoline engines, which respond much more slowly than electric motors to computer instructions. Automakers without a lot of electric cars are watching carefully and wondering if they might be left behind by robot taxis.

Are you willing to ride in a robot taxi? Or do you prefer to drive yourself everywhere?
Siyi Zhao and Ruoxin Zhang contributed research.
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A.I. Companies Shatter Fund-Raising Records, as Boom Accelerates

OpenAI, Anthropic, Waymo and other artificial intelligence companies hauled in $297 billion in funding in the first three months of the year.






By Erin Griffith
Reporting from San Francisco


Apr 02, 2026 at 01:13 a.m.

OpenAI, Anthropic, Waymo and other artificial intelligence companies shattered fund-raising records in the first three months of the year with a $297 billion haul, according to data from Crunchbase, which tracks private investment.

To put that sum into perspective: Last year was already record breaking, with technology start-ups raising $425 billion, up 30 percent from 2024. The first three months of 2026 put the industry on track to almost triple that amount.

The funding was driven by enormous financing rounds for the largest A.I. companies, which made up four of the five largest ever recorded deals. OpenAI raised $122 billion, Anthropic raised $30 billion, xAI raised $20 billion and Waymo, the autonomous vehicle company, raised $16 billion. Overall, A.I. deals made up 81 percent of all funding in the first quarter. Crunchbase's data includes start-ups from around the world.

Such large funding rounds are one sign that many investors no longer fear the four-year-old A.I. boom could turn into an A.I. bust. Market watchers have also been concerned that geopolitical and economic upheaval could hurt the industry's growth.

So far, those fears have been directed at other tech companies. New products this year from some of the A.I. companies have prompted sell-offs of companies that could be disrupted by cheaper A.I. services. One area that has felt the pain are "software-as-a-service" companies, which are now undergoing what some have called the "SaaSpocalypse" as investors fear that A.I. tools may replace their services.

OpenAI and Anthropic are unprofitable and constantly need cash to pay for the chips, energy and infrastructure required to support their power-hungry data centers. Because they are privately held, the companies can raise money only from private investors, including venture capital funds, private equity funds, wealthy individuals, sovereign wealth funds and hedge funds.

Executives from the companies have been flying around the world to ferret out new sources of capital. Venture funds, which historically have written small checks to help companies get off the ground, have raised ever-larger pools of capital from a broadening group of backers to keep up.

The opportunity in A.I. is once-in-a-lifetime, many of the companies and their investors have said. One investment fund, Coatue, recently projected that Anthropic, which was founded in 2021 and is valued at $380 billion, would be worth $2 trillion by 2030, according to a Coatue presentation that was published by the tech newsletter Newcomer.

Soon, individual investors may get a chance to bet on these companies. Anthropic and OpenAI have made moves to list their shares on the stock market, potentially as soon as this year. Elon Musk's SpaceX, which includes the A.I. venture xAI, filed confidentially to go public on Wednesday and is expected to list on the stock market in the next few months.
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Whoop, a Wearable Health Device Maker, Raises $575 Million

With elite athletes like LeBron James and Cristiano Ronaldo as investors, the company, now valued at $10 billion, is courting everyday health enthusiasts.

Whoop is one of several companies making wearable technology for wellness enthusiasts. Whoop



By Niko Gallogly



Mar 31, 2026 at 04:06 p.m.

In the age-old quest for longevity, humans have consulted religious leaders, soothsayers and doctors. Increasingly, they're turning to their devices for help buying more time.

Today's wearable technology can monitor a plethora of health metrics once reserved for an annual physician's visit. One company making them is Whoop, which sells wristbands that promise to help users prolong their lives through continuous tracking and behavioral coaching. The bands, intended to be worn 24 hours a day, track heart rate variability, blood pressure, blood oxygen levels and other metrics.

"I do envision the potential of Whoop to predict that you're going to have a heart attack before you do," said Will Ahmed, a co-founder of the company and its chief executive.

On Tuesday, Whoop announced $575 million in new financing at a $10.1 billion valuation. The funding round was led by Collaborative Fund with participation from the Qatar Investment Authority, Foundry, the basketball star LeBron James and the soccer player Cristiano Ronaldo, among others.

Will Ahmed, left, and Cristiano Ronaldo discussing the Whoop wearable. Whoop


Mr. Ahmed started the business in 2012 as a student at Harvard, where he was co-captain of the squash team. In its first few years, Whoop branded itself as a performance enhancement tool for elite athletes. Star brand partners like the swimmer Michael Phelps and Mr. James helped solidify that reputation.

Today's cultural obsession with biohacking, fueled by longevity influencers, has expanded Whoop's customer base from elite athletes to everyday health trackers, rapidly accelerating its business. The company doubled its total sales last year and reached $1 billion in annual recurring revenue by the end of 2025. Much of that growth was international -- 60 percent of Whoop's sales last year were outside the United States, Mr. Ahmed said.

Whoop operates on a subscription model, rather than selling its trackers for a one-time fee. It charges $199 annually for its least expensive product -- discounted to $149 for the first year -- which includes the fitness band and a tracking app that grades a user's health data along factors such as a sleep and stress score. The app also gives users a "Whoop age," intended to show whether they are aging faster or slower than their biological age.

Last year, Whoop launched its most high-end product yet, the Whoop MG, short for medical grade. Whoop MG offers electrocardiogram tests, which track the electrical activity of the heart, and conducts atrial fibrillation, or A-fib, detection.

Much of Whoop's new funding will be used for research and development to help the company expand its offerings of medical-grade products, such as glucose monitors. Whoop plans to sharply increase its head count to aid in that effort. It says it will add 600 employees this year, an 80 percent increase.

"We're just getting started in terms of what insights that we can give people about their health," said Chris Moody, a venture capitalist at Foundry, which had also invested in Whoop previously.

Whoop's user interface showing some of the wearer's biometrics. Whoop


As Whoop expands its abilities, it is increasingly entering a gray zone between being a wellness device and a medical one, which would require engaging with regulators more often. Last year, the Food and Drug Administration warned in a letter that the company's blood-pressure feature had been rolled out without regulatory approval. Whoop argued that it was a wellness device, not intended to diagnose medical conditions. In January, the agency released new wellness guidance, clearing the way for Whoop's blood-pressure product.

Among Whoop's chief competitors is Oura Health, which makes a ring that also tracks sleep, heart rate and blood-oxygen levels. Oura was valued at $11 billion last year and said it expected to bring in $1 billion in revenue in 2025. Other competitors include the Apple Watch and fitness watches, such as those from Garmin and Coros, that track similar metrics without a monthly subscription fee.

Amid this sea of competition, Whoop is eyeing an initial public offering in the next two years, Mr. Ahmed said.

"Starting a company from a dorm room and waking up and realizing it's worth over $10 billion is an extraordinary moment and feeling," he said. "At the same time, it feels like we're still just getting started."
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Critic's Notebook


For a High Priestess of Extreme Theater, Death Is Gentler Than Life

In her "Trilogy of Funerals," the Spanish provocateur Angelica Liddell shows a sense of vulnerability that will surprise longtime watchers of her work.

Angelica Liddell in "Vudu (3318) Blixen," the first work in her "Trilogy of Funerals." Luca del Pia



By Laura Cappelle
Reviewing from Paris and Strasbourg, France


Mar 30, 2026 at 09:28 p.m.

The Spanish theater-maker Angelica Liddell has taken her obsession with death to some disturbing extremes. Since the 1990s, she has played women who throw themselves out windows and hang themselves, expressed her fascination with cannibals and mass shooters, and described performing as her way "to avoid real suicide."

At 59, she has now made death the central focus of a work -- three times over. Her "Trilogy of Funerals," created from 2023 to 2025, opens with a theatrical staging of Liddell's plans for her own funeral and goes on to reimagine the death of two of her favorite artists, the Swedish filmmaker Ingmar Bergman and the Japanese author Yukio Mishima.

Liddell's unwieldy, graphic shows don't make for easy touring: Nudity and blood are practically a given, and many are rated for adults only. It took three years to bring the first installment, "Vudu (3318) Blixen," to France, despite her popularity here; it opened Friday at the Odeon-Theatre de l'Europe, one of Liddell's frequent venues in Paris. The third installment, "Seppuku: Mishima's Funeral or the Pleasure of Dying," premiered in Spain last year and made its way to Strasbourg, France, in January.

It's a shame that no programmer has yet signed on for all three shows, because together, they act like a macabre house of mirrors -- and help reframe "Demon: Bergman's Funeral," the trilogy's centerpiece, which generated a storm of controversy when it opened France's prestigious Avignon Festival in 2024.

At the time, much of the attention was directed at a scene in which Liddell read out negative reviews of her work, before unleashing a string of cheap insults on the critics who were in attendance. One journalist from the radio station France Inter was targeted with such ferocity that he subsequently sued Liddell for defamation.

It was a totally unnecessary scene, and without it, Liddell's larger goals with her "Trilogy of Funerals" might have been more apparent. Her fixations echo across it, but underneath the provocation there is a new strand of vulnerability.

"Vudu (3318) Blixen" tells the story of a doomed love affair. Luca del Pia


Coming from Liddell, this is almost more unsettling than yet another scene involving her bodily fluids. "Vudu (3318) Blixen" opens with a story as old as time: a doomed love affair. Jacques Brel's 1959 song "Ne Me Quitte Pas," a French breakup classic, plays in the background, and Liddell starts singing over it, her voice working up to angry, dissonant cries before dialing down to a whisper.

Liddell follows it up with one of her trademark monologues. "I did nothing to deserve it," she says of her abandonment by a mystery man. "Did you need to be so cruel?"

It was by far the most conventionally relatable that Liddell, a self-styled "monster," has ever sounded onstage, and a strange experience for longtime watchers of her work. She rails against her former lover in incendiary terms, of course; she fantasizes about running him through with a sword, "to hear the drip of your blood," and about building a pigsty on his grave. But when she sits down in a white dress to recount his betrayals, surrounded by red flowers, she is practically in Taylor Swift territory. (At one point, Liddell actually says that "love will never disappear.")

It lends "Vudu (3318) Blixen," a production lasting five and a half hours, a welcome level of humanity. That show was inspired in part by the Danish author Karen Blixen and what Blixen called her "pact with the devil": Losing her family and her farm in Kenya was the price she had to pay, she later said, to become a writer.

Liddell has long framed her own artistry in Faustian terms and repeats ritualistic motifs from production to production. Silent actors regularly appear dressed as religious figures (here, men in Christian cassocks). Naked extras are also a standard feature -- in the trilogy, either young women with long hair or older people, like a metaphor for the cycle of life.

The final part of "Vudu (3318) Blixen" leans into this notion with one of Liddell's most affecting monologues. Done in voice-over with the stage darkened, it delves into the indignities of aging and Liddell's longing for death. Her voice, often grating, is suddenly soft and tinged with aching sadness.

When the lights finally come on, there is a coffin onstage. A French notary reads Liddell her will and asks her to sign it. Then, with an actress taking her place in the coffin, Liddell stages her own funeral, complete with 101 cannon shots. By the time the curtain comes down on a long night, she is dancing around her own grave.

"Seppuku," the final part in the trilogy, reflects Liddell's longtime passion for Japanese culture. Ximena y Sergio


In "Seppuku," the trilogy's final part, Liddell picks up before dawn. At the Temporada Alta festival in Spain, where the show premiered, the curtain rose at 5:45 a.m. While such an early start is unrealistic for most venues, France's Theatre National de Strasbourg staged one performance in the show's run at 6:30 a.m. on a Saturday in early February. (When the show plays at the Wiener Festwochen in Vienna this summer, there's a more manageable 7:30 p.m. start time.)

The line at the Strasbourg theater's coffee counter before the show was a sight to behold, but "Seppuku" kept us alert throughout. The tight, focused two-hour running time helped: Liddell distills her longtime passion for Mishima, who died by suicide in 1970, and for Japanese culture as a whole, into the trilogy's most cohesive show.

The stage is set up to evoke Noh theater, with a narrow bridge upstage leading to a raised platform. Around Liddell, Japanese performers move between traditional performance practices and "Liddellisms" like stripping naked and holding poses.

At the Temporada Alta festival in Spain, where "Seppuku" premiered, the curtain rose at 5:45 a.m.  Ximena y Sergio


There is no doubting Liddell's sincerity when she delves into her own death drive and explains how she started planning a suicide attempt in 2010, down to staging photos to see what it might look like. For all her bravado, she approaches the decision to leave life behind with matter-of-factness, without making light of it.

For one affecting scene, the theater put out a call for people around Strasbourg to share an item of clothing that belonged to someone they had lost. Onstage, the garments are brought to Liddell neatly folded, and she puts them on one by one, with care, before reading aloud a note about the deceased.

There is no sentimentality: Liddell simply addresses their disappearances head-on, without judgment. Her dance with death, across the "Trilogy of Funerals," is ultimately gentler than any of her views on life. For the high priestess of extreme performance art, it's a welcome new act.



If you are having thoughts of suicide, call or text 988 to reach the 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline or go to SpeakingOfSuicide.com/resources for a list of additional resources.
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Coming to New York City Ballet: Retirements, a Rarity and 'Romeo'

Two principal dancers will say farewell in the 2026-27 season, which features the revival of Balanchine's "Pithoprakta" and Alexei Ratmansky's "Romeo and Juliet."

Taylor Stanley will retire from the company with a farewell performance in February. Sasha Arutyunova for The New York Times



By Adam Nagourney



Apr 01, 2026 at 10:00 p.m.

The 2026-27 season for New York City Ballet will feature the resurrection of a George Balanchine ballet not performed at Lincoln Center since 1969, five world premieres, the first New York staging of Alexei Ratmansky's "Romeo and Juliet" and the final company performances  of two acclaimed principal dancers.

The season, announced on Wednesday, includes 48 ballets in the fall and spring seasons -- including 24 choreographed by Balanchine and five by Jerome Robbins, a cofounding choreographer of the company. It will begin and end with full-length performances of Balanchine works: "Jewels" in the fall and "A Midsummer Night's Dream" in the spring.

Jonathan Stafford, the artistic director of the ballet, said that "Jewels" "feels like the epitome of New York City Ballet. It's such a good vehicle for our company."

One of the retiring dancers, e Adrian Danchig-Waring, 41, who joined in 2003, will have his last performance in October -- in a work created for the occasion by the choreographer Pam Tanowitz. And the other retiring dancer, Taylor Stanley, 34, a member of the company since 2010, will dance his farewell with the company on Feb. 28, in a program including the "Emeralds" section from Balanchine's "Jewels."

"They are beloved dancers who have really made their mark on the company," Wendy Whelan, the associate artistic director, who curated most of the 2026-27 season, said in an interview.

Adrian Danchig-Waring with Tiler Peck in Balanchine's "Symphony in Three Movements." He will dance in a new piece by Pam Tanowitz in his farewell performance. Rachel Papo for The New York Times


In addition to Tanowitz's new work, there will be world premieres at the fall fashion gala by Alysa Pires and Jennifer Archibald (this is Archibald's first work for the company). The spring season features two world premieres, by Justin Peck, the company's resident choreographer, and by Tiler Peck, a principal dancer with the company.

And in October, the company will perform a Balanchine rarity: "Pithoprakta," with music by Iannis Xenakis, which was last performed by New York City Ballet in 1969. The ballet is being staged by Suzanne Farrell, who was a lead in the original with Arthur Mitchell.

Whelan said the piece hadn't been performed in New York for so long, that for many patrons, "It's going to be like a new ballet."

"It's a very different Balanchine work," she said. "I watched and thought, 'I can't believe Balanchine choreographed this.' It's wild."

The production is "very, very modern," she added, while the music seems particularly apt for this unsettled era. "It is really out there. It feels of the time. It's very nervous."

Stafford said the dance would likely become part of the company's regular repertory. "It allows the ballet to live on and have a future," he said.

Ratmansky's production of "Romeo and Juliet," set to the music of Sergei Prokofiev, is new to New York and to City Ballet. (Peter Martins's 2007 version, "Romeo + Juliet," is retired for now, the company said.) Ratmansky created his for the National Ballet of Canada in 2011 and it has been performed by the Bolshoi since 2017. The New York version will feature new costumes, lighting and a set built for the David H. Koch Theater. "We are also very excited about what Alexei will pull out of our dancers," Whelan said.
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Three Great Documentaries to Stream

In this month's picks, reflections on a comedian couple, a charged reality-TV series and activism in Northern Ireland.

Clockwise from top right: Jerry Stiller, Amy Stiller, Ben Stiller and Anne Meara in an archival image from "Stiller & Meara: Nothing is Lost." Apple TV



By Ben Kenigsberg



Mar 31, 2026 at 10:00 p.m.

The proliferation of documentaries on streaming services makes it difficult to choose what to watch. Each month, we select three nonfiction films -- classics, overlooked recent docs and more -- that will reward your time.



'The Black and the Green' (1983)

Stream it on the Criterion Channel.

Matt Jones in the documentary "The Black and the Green." The Film Desk


Consider this a belated St. Patrick's Day recommendation? In fact, this 41-minute documentary from the filmmaker St. Clair Bourne has been a popular choice in New York repertory cinemas (including Maysles Cinema earlier this month) since the Museum of Modern Art restored it a few years ago. "The Black and the Green" follows a group of Black American activists who travel to Northern Ireland to better understand the Troubles and show solidarity with Irish protests against the British.

It's narrated by the writer Jean Carey Bond, who is part of the delegation, and who early on parries efforts by a reporter in Dublin to pin down her views. At the time of the trip, the 1981 hunger strike at the Maze Prison is fresh in memory. (The film rides alongside prisoners' relatives from Belfast to the penitentiary.) And as much as there are clear points of alignment among activists from both sides of the Atlantic, the Americans express some ambivalence about tactics from the Irish Republican Army.

"I don't think I have a right to tell them how to struggle," says Matt Jones, a former field secretary for the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee. "I do feel, however, that they will suffer a little bit for using violence. I think violence, in a way, has a way of turning back on you." The political, religious and racial dimensions of the conflict scramble perceptions, too; the activist Jim Dunn says that his mind is blown by seeing "white people who are oppressing other white people." The Rev. Herbert Daughtry of the National Black United Front says that he was asked by a customs officer in London if he was going to Northern Ireland "to convert them." Daughtry adds: "It was rather strange, you know, because generally we're the 'them.'"

"The Black and the Green," which was edited by the future director Sam Pollard ("MLK/FBI"), openly disavows easy answers. "We had made our witness," Bond narrates at the end. "What we had seen made things clearer, and we would spread the word."


'Predators' (2025)

Stream it on Paramount+. Rent it on Apple TV, Fandango at Home and Google Play.


David Osit's documentary examines the legacy of the mid-aughts Dateline NBC series "To Catch a Predator," in which actors lured would-be sexual predators into surprise interviews, which would then be followed by arrests. But Osit's film is far more than a simple behind-the-scenes. It is interested in the impulse that led viewers to tune in. In the moment of confrontation, "What you're seeing is effectively someone else's life end," the ethnographer Mark de Rond says in the movie, "and they realize it."

Divided into three sections, "Predators" interrogates that spectacle of public humiliation, which continued in the form of down-market copycat shows after the original series ended. Osit interviews actors who appeared in "To Catch a Predator" as decoys. They seem troubled to varying degrees by their participation. One was involved in part of a sting in 2006 that ended with the target in Texas killing himself. "You could offer me $10 million to film that episode in Texas again," the former decoy says, "and I wouldn't take it."

Exploring his fascination with the series, the filmmaker doesn't excuse his own potential appetite for exploitation. And on some level, perhaps "To Catch a Predator" was a symptom of a broader cultural phenomenon: the increasingly blurred lines between governance and show business. Law enforcement in the real world isn't (or shouldn't be) entertainment, but in a news clip, the Kentucky attorney general from that time suggests that the TV industry had resources that the police did not.

Osit admits that watching raw footage from the show makes him feel different from watching a neatly packaged broadcast. In perhaps the most revealing moment, he shows a member of his crew trying to get a target to sign a release. The crew member has to explain to the man that he has been caught on camera by two simultaneous projects: a "To Catch a Predator" copycat and a documentary about "To Catch a Predator." And there we are, watching.


'Stiller & Meara: Nothing Is Lost' (2025)

Stream it on Apple TV.


For an introduction to the careers of the married comedians Anne Meara (1929-2015) and Jerry Stiller (1927-2020), this documentary from their son, Ben Stiller, is tough to beat. It's filled with great clips of Jerry and Anne onstage, starting from their time on "The Ed Sullivan Show," on which they unveiled a long-running routine predicated on the supposed cultural incompatibility of an Irish American woman and a Jewish American man. But Ben and his sister, Amy, who describe growing up in a household where the line between fights and rehearsals was sometimes blurry, are also interested in separating the act from the genuine article.

Anne and Jerry may have been a couple and played a couple onstage, but they were also different people with different goals, attitudes and demons. For a time, Anne apparently struggled with alcohol, and it's suggested that she was haunted by the death of her mother, who killed herself when Anne was 11. Jerry, more than Anne, is described as given to obsessive preparation; he is also said to be more content with comedy as a niche than she was. Later in his life, we're told, some of his frustrations came out in his performance as the cranky Frank Costanza on "Seinfeld."

Jerry recorded audiotapes about his life that Anne warned would pile up when he died. She probably didn't expect that they would help form the spine of a feature documentary by her son. At times self-critical, Ben also reflects on how his own experiences as a child of showbiz were, intentionally and not, echoed in the raising of his own son and daughter, who appear as well. "Nothing Is Lost" becomes both an ode to a passing generation and an effort to maintain a bridge with the next.
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Critic's Notebook


The Next British Invasion Is Here, and It's Led by Women

Raye, Olivia Dean, Lola Young and PinkPantheress are making a big impact on the charts and in pop culture, foregrounding their Englishness rather than adapting it.

Raye's new album, "This Music May Contain Hope.," plays up the fact that the singer is not American. Oli Scarff/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images



By Shaad D'Souza



Mar 31, 2026 at 10:00 p.m.

Tabloid reports say the latest Spice Girls reunion has been canceled. Blame it on infighting among the famed flag-bearers of Cool Britannia, or the latest round of Beckham family drama, but don't blame it on a lack of interest in British culture itself.

In recent months, a crop of 20-something British performers like Raye, Olivia Dean, PinkPantheress and Lola Young have stormed the Billboard charts and become a dominant force in internet pop culture, presenting a compelling and variegated picture of British identity for the first time since the '90s breakthrough of artists like Oasis, Blur and the Spice Girls.

English artists have been a fixture in the United States since the British Invasion of the '60s that saw artists like the Beatles and the Rolling Stones shoot to international fame. The dawn of MTV in the '80s sparked another surge, with synth-pop and new-wave artists like Duran Duran, Eurythmics, Spandau Ballet and the Human League finding a foothold Stateside. A wave of indie-rock bands that regularly graced the cover of the rock magazine NME, like the Arctic Monkeys and the Libertines, made a mark in the early 2000s, mostly by touring clubs and festivals and finding hype online.

Olivia Dean's "Man I Need" has spent much of the year hovering in the Top 5 of the Hot 100. Gareth Cattermole/Gareth Cattermole, via Getty Images


But the most impactful 21st-century British pop stars thus far have almost always been outliers, rising to the top without being part of a larger movement. With her second album, "Back to Black," Amy Winehouse broke through to the American charts and won five Grammys in 2008, becoming one of the most successful British artists in the United States practically overnight. Adele is a commercial behemoth, and her albums "21," "25" and "30" -- along with their indelible singles, including "Hello" and "Someone Like You" -- represent some of the best-selling and most-decorated records in American history. Likewise, Ed Sheeran has sold over 100 million records in the United States and is consistently listed as one of the highest-grossing touring artists here.

These artists all broke through, in part, off the back of their distinct Britishness: All three were rough around the edges and celebrated for it, capitalizing on an unfussy, unpretentious aesthetic typical of the United Kingdom in contrast to their glossy American counterparts. They were also, generally, the British curios in a sea of Americans, as opposed to representatives of any broader cultural wave.

Aside from Dua Lipa, the late 2010s and early 2020s saw few British pop breakouts. But a new cohort of stars -- led by four multiracial women -- seems intent on changing that. In the past few years, TikTok has elevated a handful of English musicians to newfound renown in the States; this new class of stars emphasizes and plays off its Britishness, with broad accents and Vivienne Westwood corsets. (Though they largely avoid traditional markers of Anglomania, or representations of the Union Jack, like their mostly white forebears.) And, for the most part, they work in a mode familiarized by Winehouse and Adele: that of the brassy British soul diva, sharing unfiltered feelings in a classicist package.

Leading the charge is Raye, the 28-year-old Londoner who broke through in 2022 with her angsty TikTok hit "Escapism." Signing with Polydor, an imprint of Universal Music Group, at 18, Raye spent a decade in the major-label trenches, releasing a series of EPs, providing guest vocals for EDM producers like Jax Jones and Joel Corry, and serving as a hired-gun songwriter for Beyonce and Charli XCX, among others. In 2021, she spoke out, saying that the label had been withholding her debut album; shortly after, they parted ways. "Escapism," a weepy hybrid rap-soul song, was one of her first independent releases, and peaked at No. 1 on the U.K. charts.

Raye presents Taylor Swift with a trophy at the iHeartRadio Music Awards last week.  Kevin Winter/Getty Images


Since the release of "Escapism," Raye's career has been on a steady climb: She supported Taylor Swift on her blockbuster Eras tour in 2024, and performed at the Oscars in 2025, covering Adele's Bond theme "Skyfall"; later that year, she released "Where Is My Husband!," a glitzy funk track that went viral on social media and subsequently peaked in the Top 20 of the Hot 100.

"Where Is My Husband!" was the first single from Raye's second album, "This Music May Contain Hope.," released last week. It is, for the most part, an album of uber-traditionalist soul and vocal jazz that dabbles, occasionally, in the run-on cadences of contemporary rap and clumsy TikTok slang. It also plays up the fact that Raye is not American: On the opening track, she sings that "some people say I remind them of Amy," and multiple songs name check South London, where Raye grew up. She has clearly identified her Britishness as a selling point: Posters for her current tour dub her "The oh-so fabulous gal from South London."

Raye's music feels like it's in conversation with that of the singer Olivia Dean, who shunned the music factories in Los Angeles for her second album, 2025's "The Art of Loving," instead asking her collaborators to decamp to a house in London that was refitted into a studio. But where Raye's music is tightly stitched and intentionally showy, Dean's is loose and conversational. She starts with the same soul diva archetype and removes much of the fuss, in line with younger tastes, while remaining staunchly throwback. "Man I Need," a single from the album, has spent much of the year hovering in the Top 5 of the Hot 100; although that song draws from Motown and classic soul -- and finds Dean adjusting her accent accordingly -- other songs on the album, like "So Easy (to Fall in Love)" showcase the distinct contours of her London-native accent.

At this year's Grammys, Dean beat another Londoner for the Grammys' best new artist prize: Lola Young, the foul-mouthed belter whose 2024 track "Messy" has been an inescapable hit for nearly two years straight. On her 2025 album, "I'm Only Fucking Myself," Young makes a meal out of her London-ness, incorporating sounds that have a strong place in the city's musical heritage -- Afrobeat, pub-rock, motorik post-punk. Young, who is tattooed and mulleted, presents herself as a product of her generation, but still expresses clear fealty to her forebears; she is even managed by Nick Shymansky, who oversaw the early years of Winehouse's career.

Lola Young was up for best new artist at the Grammys earlier this year. Charles Sykes/Invision, via Associated Press


In her decidedly TikTok-informed presentation, Young is similar to Sienna Spiro, a husky-voiced 20-year-old torch singer. Spiro's string-drenched soul ballads owe a clear debt to Adele, but her presentation is glamorous and decidedly "vintage" in a very 2020s way, with finessed makeup and minimalist styling.

Then there's PinkPantheress, the young producer and vocalist who went viral during the pandemic for her intuitive, bedroom-pop flips of classic British dance tracks. PinkPantheress is the outlier of this latest British Invasion: Unlike that of her compatriots, her songs feel musically progressive -- and in conversation with other alt-pop artists of the moment like Salute and Fcukers. When it looks to the past, it specifically draws from big-beat 2000s British producers like Basement Jaxx and Groove Armada, rather than just a murky assemblage of vague signifiers.

British identity was always baked into PinkPantheress's music, but her second mixtape "Fancy That," released last year, embraced full-on English kitsch: In the imagery associated with the project, the musician is pictured wearing crown jewels and surrounded by scrapbook-y pictures of red telephone boxes and landmarks like Big Ben. One song, "Stateside," is about an American man who's never met a British girl; already a popular song on TikTok in the months following its release, the track's remix featuring the Swedish singer Zara Larsson has surged in recent weeks thanks to the Olympian Alysa Liu, who adapted a dance featured in the video for one of her winning figure-skating routines in Milan.

"Stateside," with its retro beat and winky nods to the inherent Britishness of PinkPantheress's whole project, feels emblematic of pop's current, Brit-forward moment: Stars no longer have to adapt to the international market. Instead, they can crash-land straight in its center.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/31/arts/music/british-invasion-raye-olivia-dean-pinkpantheress.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Rewind


'Star Spangled to Death': Ken Jacobs's History of the United States

At the Museum of Modern Art through April 7, audiences can enter and exit a screening of the 61/2-hour film, which Jacobs began in the 1950s.

Ken Jacobs, left, and Jerry Sims in "Star Spangled to Death," 1957-2004. Ken Jacobs/The Museum of Modern Art, New York



By J. Hoberman



Apr 01, 2026 at 04:02 p.m.

A scathing, lyrical, ambivalent celebration of motion pictures as well as an impassioned political diatribe, Ken Jacobs's 61/2-hour assemblage "Star Spangled to Death" is sui generis -- a bargain- basement mash-up that variously evokes "Greed," "Howl" and "Moby Dick."

At one point, "Star Spangled" self-reflexively claims kinship to the Frankenstein monster. Its ambition and ingenuity honor the Museum of Modern Art, where it screens as an installation through April 7.

Jacobs, who died last September at age 92, began "Star Spangled" in the mid-1950s and showed it in various forms for decades before finishing a digital version in 2004. Simply described, the movie juxtaposes all manner of found movie footage with Jacobs and his friends -- notably the artist Jack Smith -- cavorting through various, often derelict, Manhattan sites.

Call it cultural dumpster diving or bricolage. On one hand, Smith and his castmates, including an emaciated embodiment of suffering played by Jerry Sims, are festooned with trash and inhabit a land of broken toys and bemused spectators. On the other, "Star Spangled" incorporates a trove of cinematic detritus -- vintage cartoons, soft-core pornography, educational films, political promos and jungle safari travelogues, not to mention "Going to Heaven on a Mule," the spectacularly offensive 15-minute blackface finale from the 1934 Al Jolson vehicle "Wonder Bar."

"Rather than use brief clips from campy old films to score easy political points," Dave Kehr wrote in a 2004 review in The New York Times, "Mr. Jacobs brilliantly and generously allows much of the borrowed material to play out in its entirety, at which point it indicts itself." The effect is a vast American pageant in which not just Jolson but Richard Nixon, Nelson Rockefeller, Mickey Mouse and the cast of Oscar Micheaux's "Ten Minutes to Live" share a time-space continuum with Smith, crowned with a paper bag and brandishing a mop, materializes in one sequence on the Bowery to consternate a meeting of winos.

Throughout, "Star Spangled" marshals painful evidence of institutionalized racism, military mobilization and instrumentalized piety. Jacobs, however, is a master filmmaker whose dynamic compositions continuously delight the eye and whose use of montage can be laugh out loud funny. Digital technology allowed him to layer the track with random sound effects as well as annotate his footage with freeze frames and titles. Using these to address the viewer, he allows a certain affection for the United States' "nitwit charm."

Jacobs has a residual fondness for the idealistic New Deal propaganda of his childhood and cites the revolutionary pamphleteer Thomas Paine with approval -- nevertheless the film's relentless anti-patriotism more than justifies its title. The final 90 minutes, titled "The Height of Folly" are rich with repetitions and references to what has come before. Ruth Clayton's mid-1940s soundie "Are You Havin' Any Fun?" reappears to disintegrate before our eyes while Jacobs discovers the "Spirit of Jack Smith" (as noted in a title card) embodied in a group of costumed Manhattan demonstrators protesting the War in Iraq in 2003. (However, the filmmaker's battery dies before he can visually record the police response.)

Capacious as it is, "Star Spangled to Death" does not encompass all of Jacobs's multifarious cinematic interests. Indeed, the museum's presentation inaugurates a 14-venue, three-borough retrospective involving Anthology Film Archives, the Roxy Cinema, Metrograph, L'Alliance New York, Film at Lincoln Center and the Film-Makers' Cooperative in Manhattan; UnionDocs, BAM Cinema, Spectacle Theater, Light Industry and Millennium Film Workshop in Brooklyn; and the Museum of the Moving Image and Rockaway Film Festival in Queens.

Even these may not be enough.

Star Spangled to Death

Through April 7, Museum of Modern Art in Manhattan, moma.org.
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Mayor Mamdani Attended a Hip Seder. Some Guests Weren't Thrilled.

The mayor spoke at Michael Dorf's annual Passover celebration, taking hecklers and a comic's last-minute cancellation in stride.

Mayor Zohran Mamdani and Brad Lander, the former city comptroller, at City Winery on Monday evening.



By Jesse McKinley



Mar 31, 2026 at 11:28 p.m.

Mayor Zohran Mamdani wasn't born when the nightlife impresario Michael Dorf cooked up his first "downtown Seder" in early 1991, fusing a performance vibe with a Passover meal to create a kind of art-meets-afikoman alternative to the traditional holiday celebration.

More than 30 years later, Mr. Mamdani was the first guest to speak at this year's iteration of Mr. Dorf's event on Monday night, giving a brief speech -- and hearing it from a pair of hecklers, as his appearance drew criticism from some quarters and a last-minute cancellation of a featured performer.

It was not a completely surprising turn of events: Mr. Mamdani has struggled to earn the trust of some of the city's Jewish residents, in part because of his consistent criticism of Israel before and during his campaign last year. More recently, social media activity from his wife, Rama Duwaji, after the Hamas-led attack on Israel on Oct. 7, 2023, has also drawn scrutiny.

"Shameful!" one attendee shouted at the start of the mayor's speech, while another interrupted the speech even as Mr. Mamdani spoke about rising antisemitism and the fears some Jewish New Yorkers feel when "synagogues that once felt like sanctuaries now require armed protection."

Michael Dorf and Terrence Floyd Dolly Faibyshev for The New York Times


 Dolly Faibyshev for The New York Times

 Dolly Faibyshev for The New York Times

 Dolly Faibyshev for The New York Times

The author Stephen Dubner, the New York City Council speaker, Julie Menin, and Don Lemon, the former cable news host. Dolly Faibyshev for The New York Times

The mayor did not seem bothered.

"We know that if there was complete decorum anywhere that we were, that we would have to ask ourselves if we had left the city that we love," Mr. Mamdani said, responding from behind a small lectern plastered with actual matzo and getting a laugh from the crowd. "And it is important to be here and to acknowledge that this is what it means to love and to lead the place that we call home."

The mayor left via a side door at City Winery, Mr. Dorf's club near the Meatpacking District of Manhattan, immediately after his remarks. And the outbursts were largely an outlier at the Seder, which drew a packed crowd of some 350 people and was held just before Passover, which begins on Wednesday.

The evening also featured Amichai Lau-Lavie, a progressive rabbi, sending wishes from a bomb shelter in Jerusalem; George Floyd's brother, Terrence, speaking about racism; and -- naturally -- Al Franken singing "Go Down, Moses" in a shower from the Upper West Side (clothed, thankfully, and on video).

That mix of serious and less so was consistent throughout, assisted by ample red wine for the audience -- four glasses, per Passover tradition -- and historical asides about the celebration itself, including the "Freakonomics" co-author Stephen J. Dubner noting that Moses "didn't really have that much going for him" at the time of the Exodus.

But, Mr. Dubner added, "he turns out to be a really good hire."

"God did a good job," he quipped.

 Dolly Faibyshev for The New York Times

 Dolly Faibyshev for The New York Times

 Dolly Faibyshev for The New York Times

A mix of serious and less so was present throughout the night. Dolly Faibyshev for The New York Times

One notable gap in the programming was the Israeli-American comedian Modi Rosenfeld, who pulled out of the event on Monday, posting on Instagram that he had not been informed that the mayor was appearing.

The musical connections of Mr. Dorf, who came to fame as the founder of the venerated music venue the Knitting Factory, helped provide a jolt. There was an energetic performance from the Israeli star David Broza, singing about peace. Jesse Malin and the British singer Yola also performed, the latter expressing her love of New York's culture and food.

"I'm from England," she joked. "You know we struggle."

Most of Mr. Floyd's remarks were solemn, as were many by Don Lemon, the former cable news host who was arrested in January by federal agents, accused of violating the rights of worshipers in a Minnesota church during an anti-ICE protest. Mr. Lemon, who said he was raised Baptist, was tasked with reading the four questions of Passover, traditionally asked by the youngest person at the table.

"I'm 60 years old, so if I'm the youngest person in the room ..." he said, smiling. "Maybe I am, I don't know." (He was not, as this 50-something reporter can attest.)

The Israeli musician David Broza. Dolly Faibyshev for The New York Times


 Dolly Faibyshev for The New York Times

 Dolly Faibyshev for The New York Times

The musicians Yola, left, and Meg Okura. Dolly Faibyshev for The New York Times

About 350 people attended the annual Seder, which was first held in 1991.  Dolly Faibyshev for The New York Times


Mr. Lemon spoke at length about freedom, talking about people "sitting in detention centers" and "governments that decide who gets to speak and who disappears."

"Freedom, as I know, is not guaranteed," Mr. Lemon said.

Several other political leaders of the city -- including Julie Menin, the New York City Council's first Jewish speaker, and Brad Lander, the former city comptroller -- also spoke.

Mr. Lander, a congressional candidate, has, like the mayor, been a critic of Israeli policies and Israel's prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu. And on Monday, he both criticized the bombing of Iran by Israel and President Trump and mourned the Oct. 7 attacks, saying he personally has felt "broken in ways that it is hard to imagine really being put back together."

After the Seder, Mr. Dorf said that he had appreciated the mayor's remarks and his appearance, though he conceded he had gotten some "hate mail" about the event. All of which, he suggested, was part of the mix of introspection and expression that so often informs Passover.

"My family's Seder and many, many Seders over the next two days, around the country, are going to have very strong opinions about what is happening in the world," Mr. Dorf, who wore a matzo-decorated vest and tie, said. "And the worst thing that can happen at a Seder table, especially within one family, is for them to not talk."

Sally Goldenberg contributed reporting.
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Is 'One-Sided Monogamy' Just Cheating?

"Inside the Manosphere," a new Netflix documentary, has fueled discussions about the relationship style.

In a recent documentary by Louis Theroux, left, the manosphere influencer Justin Waller, right, describes his relationship as "one-sided monogamy." Netflix



By Gina Cherelus



Mar 26, 2026 at 04:37 a.m.

Nonmonogamous relationships can take many forms, including polyamory, open marriages, solo-poly, swinging, polycules.

These can be plenty contentious. In recent days, however, a different relationship formation has fueled an online debate: one-sided, or one-way, monogamy.

It is what it sounds like: a relationship in which only one partner is allowed to venture beyond the primary relationship. In "Inside the Manosphere," the Netflix documentary from the filmmaker Louis Theroux that delves into the nebulous constellation of podcasters and influencers targeting male audiences, that primary relationship is heterosexual, and that person is the man.

In a scene that set off this discussion, Mr. Theroux asks Justin Waller, a manosphere influencer, to explain his relationship, which he describes as "one-sided monogamy." "Women don't want to sleep with other men when they love a man," Mr. Waller says.

"The mother of my children," he adds, "the woman that I'm with, she doesn't talk to other men."

Relationship experts say it's possible for an open relationship to be asymmetrical: At any given moment, one person may be practicing the "open" part more than the other. But context is key.

"In the manosphere, there's a lot of crude, evolutionary psychology where they glom onto these pseudoscientific explanations for why what men want to do is natural," said James Bloodworth, the author of "Lost Boys: A Personal Journey Through the Manosphere."

"They used these justifications to say that men are programmed to sleep with lots of women," he added. "Whereas women are programmed to be with one man."

OK, but what exactly is one-sided monogamy?

Essentially, it is a partnership in which one person is expected to remain monogamous while the other can have sexual or emotional relationships with others.

But in the context of the manosphere, the term refers specifically to heterosexual relationships split along strict gender lines: The woman must stay committed to her husband or boyfriend while the man is free to pursue outside relationships.

This isn't a new concept, said Elisabeth Sheff, a sociologist and relationship coach specializing in polyamory and ethical nonmonogamy. Throughout history, "wealthy and powerful men" have often been allowed to have multiple partners, she said. And some open relationships take on a one-sided dynamic, though in those cases, it is usually mutually agreed upon.

"On that level, I can see where they're coming from in terms of wanting it," she said about those promoting one-sided monogamy. But, she added, the idea that "it's inevitable that women don't want multiple partners -- that is just absolutely false."

Where did the term come from?

The concept seems to have been bubbling online for quite awhile. For example, in a post on Reddit 11 years ago, a woman sought guidance on how to navigate a one-sided monogamous dynamic imposed by her boyfriend.

But the discussion has recently broken into public view, courtesy of the manosphere.

Mr. Bloodworth said that while researching his book, published last year, he found that some men he spoke to aspired to have "a harem of women or multiple girlfriends."

What started this discussion?

In the Netflix documentary, Mr. Theroux examines the growing manosphere network and ideology, interviewing male influencers who uphold its male-centric values. He speaks with several about their ideas of what it means to be a man, such as being physically fit, having a lot of money and sleeping with many women.

After he talks to Mr. Waller, Mr. Theroux interviews Amrou Fudl, better known as Myron Gaines, the co-host of the podcast "Fresh and Fit," which is branded as a "men's self-improvement podcast."

Mr. Fudl tells Mr. Theroux that he understands women and knows what's best for them. "That's how women want it," Mr. Fudl said. "They want a guy that can lead them and dominate them."

Moments later, Mr. Theroux asks Mr. Fudl's girlfriend how she feels about one-sided monogamy and the potential for her partner to have multiple wives. Looking uncomfortable, she says she will "see when it happens."

How is one-sided monogamy different from an open relationship?

There are various nontraditional relationship models in which consenting participants pursue relationships and sexual encounters with people other than their primary partner.

These dynamics have grown in popularity in recent years, especially among progressive and left-leaning daters. However, those in the manosphere are using similar terminology to define specific gender roles within a relationship, Dr. Sheff said.

Although there is such a thing as a "mono-poly relationship," in which one partner remains monogamous while the other dates outside the relationship, those designations are not dictated by gender and sexual orientation, Dr. Sheff said. In these relationships, both roles are negotiated.

Isn't this just cheating?

Depends on whom you ask! Infidelity has existed for a very long time, and cheating implies dishonesty, which isn't the case here. But only those within a given relationship can say for sure.
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Will the Iran Crisis Push the World to Rethink Oil and Gas?

A growing energy crisis could push countries to burn more fossil fuels in the short term, experts say. Plus more climate news.

Demonstrators chanted on Tuesday outside the Interior Department, where the God Squad meeting was held. Carolyn Van Houten for The New York Times


Apr 01, 2026 at 02:28 a.m.

the latest

The 'God Squad' waives environmental rules for offshore drilling

A powerful panel of Trump administration officials voted unanimously on Tuesday to exempt oil and gas drilling in the Gulf of Mexico from measures to protect endangered whales and other imperiled species.

The panel, the Endangered Species Committee, a high-level group that is often called the God Squad because it essentially holds the power to decide whether a species lives or dies, adopted the move during a brief, closed-door meeting. Until Tuesday, the God Squad had convened only three times, and never in the past three decades. -- Maxine Joselow

Read more.



The energy transition

Will the Iran crisis force the world to rethink oil and gas?


By David Gelles



The war in Iran continues to rattle energy markets around the world, sending oil and gas prices higher this week. In the United States, gasoline crossed an average of $4 a gallon on Tuesday, the highest price since August 2022.

In the Persian Gulf, a Kuwaiti tanker loaded with oil was hit in an Iranian attack near Dubai early on Tuesday. No oil leakage was reported.

Countries around the world are continuing to ration energy. In Australia, the government halved its fuel tax and is offering free public transportation. Asian countries are bracing for the cutoff of liquefied natural gas from the Middle East, a fuel that underpins much of the modern economy. The European Union's energy commissioner is pushing the bloc to cut back on energy use.

Does all of this mean the world might begin to revaluate its dependence on oil and gas?

To answer that question, I called Ani Dasgupta, the chief executive of World Resources Institute, a think tank that focuses on climate, energy and development issues.

Dasgupta is bullish about the shift away from fossil fuels. In September, he published "The New Global Possible," a book that outlined an optimistic vision of the energy transition, arguing that the rapid rise of clean energy is inevitable. But much has changed since then.

"Already, countries are putting in policies to increase coal use and things like that," Dasgupta said. "So there's a bunch of household-level bad outcomes, a bunch of country-level bad outcomes."

But he said that the war was exposing the risks inherent in a global energy supply chain that is so reliant on the Strait of Hormuz, and the benefits of countries controlling their own energy supplies with locally produced solar and wind power.

"I also think there is a serious reassessment of oil and gas as a fuel," he said. "In the medium and longer term, there will be a shift toward much more clean energy, not for climate reasons, unfortunately, but for security and predictability of energy sources."

A blow to the energy transition

In the short-term, the war could have the effect of pushing developed countries to become more dependent on the fossil fuels that are at the root of this disruption.

With natural gas and oil supplies suddenly tight, some countries with well-developed energy infrastructure are already ramping up their use of coal, the most polluting fossil fuel.

Japan, India and the Philippines were among the countries already signaling they would burn more coal in the short term. (Italy this week postponed the shutdown of its coal-fired power plants by 13 years.) The South Korean government said it would lift a cap on coal-fired power plant use that was designed to reduce air pollution.

Some countries are also discussing providing new subsidies for domestic oil and gas production. That, Dasgupta said, runs the risk of locking in even more fossil fuel production for decades to come.

"That is bad policy," he said. "It's very difficult to take them back once you have them."

The developing world

The conflict could also mean less money will go to developing countries that are trying to build out new clean energy infrastructure. (The annual global cost for those countries to adapt to climate change is roughly $1 trillion per year.)

"Countries like India were already convinced they needed renewable energy," Dasgupta said. "Their problem was getting enough finance and enough technology in there fast enough to build it out."

The war is going to make that harder. As costs rise around the world and inflation ticks up, it will likely become harder to get those kinds of projects funded.

"Inflationary pressures will increase cost of capital," he said. "And the cost of capital will slow down all the green projects that are in pipeline in all these places. It's the new investments that I worry about."

Oil as a risk

While the war may delay the energy transition, Dasgupta said it has made the risks associated with a centralized supply of oil and gas, and the benefits of clean, locally produced energy, clearer than ever.

At least some companies are already adjusting accordingly. In Vietnam, a conglomerate with power generation operations told the government it wanted to abandon plans to build the country's largest gas plant and instead build a renewable energy project.

Over a longer period of time, Dasgupta said, countries across the world, at least those that can afford to, will move to adopt more clean energy, even if they are motivated by energy security rather than climate concerns.

"I don't think we should be naive about the short-term implications there," he said. "But in the long term, I do think this disruption will actually go toward the transition."

Related: The Iran War Is Revealing the Messy Middle of Our Renewable Energy Transition.





Edward Russo, the chairman of the White House Environmental Advisory Task Force, is the panel's only member so far. Salwan Georges for The New York Times


The Trump administration

The man who insists Trump is an 'environmental hero'

Edward Russo, the chairman of the White House Environmental Advisory Task Force, has long been a fringe voice arguing that President Trump is actually an eco-warrior.

In 2016, he self-published a book titled "Donald J. Trump: An Environmental Hero." Now he's making the case from inside the White House, where he is the sole member of the environmental task force he chairs.

To Russo's critics, it's unclear what, if anything, he has accomplished. The environmental task force has not publicly shared its work and Russo has kept a low profile. Russo, 80, was once a consultant on environmental compliance for the Trump Organization's golf courses.

Trump has derided the scientific consensus on climate change as "the greatest con job ever perpetrated on the world." His appointees have rolled back dozens of protections for the nation's air, land, water and climate.

Yet Russo's supporters said he has been quietly influential in pushing the administration to take some eco-friendly moves. For instance, they credit him with helping to negotiate an agreement to end the flow of raw sewage from the Tijuana River into California. -- Maxine Joselow

Read more.



Thomas Jorling, one of the co-authors of the 1970 Clean Air Act. Cindy Schultz for The New York Times


Quote of the day

"His job is to protect health and the environment, and he's taking actions which are contrary to that responsibility."

That's from Thomas Jorling, 85, who was one of the co-authors of the 1970 Clean Air Act, commenting on recent actions by Lee Zeldin, the administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency.

In the 1970s, Jorling was a Republican aide advising senators on the writing of the bill. This year, the Trump administration, led by the E.PA., took the extraordinary step of killing the government's authority to regulate greenhouse gases, arguing that The Clean Air Act doesn't allow it.

But in a recent interview Jorling said that he and the other authors of the legislation had known that scientists would continue learning about new pollutants, and so the bill was meant to be flexible enough to encompass them. Regulating planet-warming emissions is "perfectly consistent with the Clean Air Act," he said. -- Karen Zraick

Read more.



Climate law

Can Vermont defend the nation's first 'climate Superfund' law?

The Justice Department and the state of Vermont faced off in a federal courtroom on Monday over the state's landmark 2024 "climate superfund" law, which will require fossil fuel companies to pay for the mounting costs of climate change.

The Trump administration sued last year to block the law, arguing it was unconstitutional. That position is supported by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and the American Petroleum Institute, which have filed their own lawsuits against Vermont.

Over the daylong hearing before Judge Mary Kay Lanthier, two key themes emerged: first, how to differentiate the Vermont law from the proliferation of unrelated climate lawsuits that have been filed by many state and local governments; and second, whether the Vermont law amounts to an effort to regulate greenhouse gas emissions. -- Karen Zraick

Read more.



Cherry blossoms at Ueno Park in Tokyo. Kentaro Takahashi for The New York Times


One last thing

Using A.I. to predict when cherry blossoms will bloom

Data scientists and other experts in Japan are turning to artificial intelligence to predict when the country's beloved cherry blossom trees will bloom. The systems analyze decades of temperature data and deliver maps and "bloom meters" for trees in more than 1,000 spots, which blossom at different times.

Read more.

More climate news from around the web:



	Forest loss in Indonesia surged by  66 percent last year, Reuters reports.


	A town in Texas, Bloomberg reports, has become a dumping ground for thousands of used wind turbines.


	The Associated Press examines how tech companies' climate goals are becoming increasingly complicated during the rush to power artificial intelligence.







Read past editions of the newsletter here.

If you're enjoying what you're reading, please consider recommending it to others. They can sign up here.

Follow The New York Times on Instagram, Threads, Facebook and TikTok at @nytimes.

Reach us at climateforward@nytimes.com. We read every message, and reply to many!
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Quote of the Day: He Won Birthright Citizenship for All. His Kin Never Knew.

Apr 02, 2026 at 10:59 a.m.

"If he had not fought for that right, I probably wouldn't have existed."

NORMAN WONG, a descendant of Wong Kim Ark, a cook in San Francisco who successfully won the right to be an American in a landmark 1898 Supreme Court decision on birthright citizenship.
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Corrections: April 2, 2026

Corrections that appeared in print on Thursday, April 2, 2026.

Apr 02, 2026 at 08:00 a.m.

INTERNATIONAL

A picture caption in a photo retrospective on Saturday about Cuba's history since the 1950s misstated the year of an Oldsmobile in which Fidel Castro was riding. It was a 1960 model, not 1962.

NATIONAL

An article on Wednesday about how Thomas Jorling, who helped write the Clean Air Act, disputes the Trump administration's claim that the act shouldn't apply to planet-warming greenhouse gases misstated the role of Senator John Sherman Cooper on the Senate committee that Mr. Jorling worked for. While he was an influential member of the committee, he was not its leader.

An article on Wednesday about Bruce Blakeman, the Republican candidate for New York governor, being denied up to $7 million in matching funds because of an oversight in his filings incorrectly attributed two quotations to Anthony Casale, a Republican commissioner on the Public Financing Campaign Board, in an exchange with Henry Berger, a Democratic commissioner. Mr. Berger was talking to Brian Kolb, who is a Republican and the vice chair commissioner.

STYLES

An article on March 26 about the artist Tschabalala Self listed an incorrect photo credit for an image from Arthur Jafa's film "Love Is the Message, the Message Is Death." The image was from Mr. Jafa, not Ms. Self.

SUNDAY STYLES

A picture caption in an article on Sunday about the most stylish stars of the 2026 awards season misidentified the designer of the ensemble that Audrey Nuna wore to the Golden Globes. The designer was Thom Browne, not Simone Rocha.

Errors are corrected during the press run whenever possible, so some errors noted here may not have appeared in all editions.



To contact the newsroom regarding correction requests, please email corrections@nytimes.com. To share feedback, please visit nytimes.com/readerfeedback.

Comments on opinion articles may be emailed to letters@nytimes.com.

For newspaper delivery questions: 1-800-NYTIMES (1-800-698-4637) or email customercare@nytimes.com.
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