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        Riley Beggin, Theodoric Meyer

        After weeks of negotiations with Democrats, Republicans say they'll pass a party-line bill to fund ICE and Border Patrol, which would end the partial shutdown.
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        The president doesn't appear interested in seeking lawmakers' approval for his $400 million project -- and they're not inclined to give it.
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        Records show a staffer asked the commission to soften language about its own authority over the president's project -- and it complied.
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        The White House is trying to contain the consequences of a conflict that has sent gas prices soaring and soured feelings about the president and the economy.

      

      
        Trump, in address to nation, says conflict with Iran 'nearing completion'
        Washington Post staff

        President Trump is set to address the nation at 9 p.m. ET in what is set to be his first prime-time address since the U.S. and Israeli assault on Iran began.
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        David Nakamura, Justin Jouvenal, Victoria Craw
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        Justin Jouvenal
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        The White House promised an "important update" on Iran, in what is set to be the president's first prime-time address since the U.S. and Israeli assault began.
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Politics
Trump endorses Republican plan to end DHS shutdown
After weeks of negotiations with Democrats, Republicans say they'll pass a party-line bill to fund ICE and Border Patrol, which would end the partial shutdown.

Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) speaks to reporters Tuesday at the Capitol. (J. Scott Applewhite/AP)


By Riley Beggin, Theodoric Meyer | 2026-04-02
President Donald Trump endorsed a plan Wednesday to end the nearly seven-week-old shutdown of the Department of Homeland Security by going around Democrats to fund parts of the agency.
Trump urged Republicans to send him a party-line bill by June 1 to fund two agencies within the department -- Immigration and Customs Enforcement and Border Patrol -- using the reconciliation process.
The approach would allow him to bypass Democrats, who have spent weeks demanding new guardrails on those agencies in exchange for voting to fund them. Instead, Republicans could pass a funding bill with a simple majority and avoid a Democratic filibuster.
"We are going to work as fast, and as focused, as possible to replenish funding for our Border and ICE Agents, and the Radical Left Democrats won't be able to stop us," Trump wrote in a social media post.
Lawmakers have been at an impasse over DHS funding for 47 days in the longest partial shutdown on record, which the public has mostly encountered through long security lines at airports. Pressure has been building to resolve the shutdown, with polling indicating that Republicans are shouldering more of the blame.
Democrats had been demanding new restrictions on federal immigration agents operating in major cities, after they killed two U.S. citizens in Minneapolis in January.
The approach that Trump endorsed Wednesday would also fund the rest of DHS -- which includes the Transportation Security Administration, the Federal Emergency Management Agency and the Coast Guard -- through September. Then Republicans would start work on the reconciliation process to fund ICE and Border Patrol, which would take weeks.
Early Thursday, the Senate moved forward with the first part of the plan by voice vote with almost every senator absent due to a two-week recess, but the House did not attempt to do the same during its brief ceremonial session later in the  morning. The House is scheduled to hold its next session Monday.
Last week, Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) struck a similar deal with Senate Democrats to fund DHS except for ICE and Border Patrol, but that plan ran into opposition in the House.
House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana) acknowledged Wednesday that the chamber's bill could not pass the Senate, where Democrats had declared it dead on arrival. Instead, Thune and Johnson plan to use reconciliation to fund ICE and Border Patrol for three years to insulate them "from future attempts by the Democrats to defund those agencies," they said in a joint statement.
Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) said in a statement that House Republicans' refusal to accept the Senate bill for days had "derailed a bipartisan agreement, making American families pay the price for their dysfunction." House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York) in a statement called for Congress to fund every part of DHS that does "not relate to Donald Trump's violent mass deportation machine."
If successful, Republicans' plan would mark a novel, partisan approach to Congress's most fundamental role -- appropriating full-year funding for federal agencies.
"That gives an awful lot of authority to the executive branch to determine what to spend, where they want to spend it, and no guidance, quite frankly, from the legislative branch on how the money for each agency ought to be allocated and spent," said G. William Hoagland, senior vice president at the Bipartisan Policy Center and a former adviser to Republicans on the Senate Budget Committee.
Democrats refused to fund ICE and Border Patrol until Republicans agreed to pass legislation forcing federal agents to obtain judicial warrants before they can enter private property to make arrests and barring them from wearing masks, among other demands. The agencies have been able to continue operations during the shutdown using $150 billion that Republicans sent them last year in a separate reconciliation bill.
Republicans have been mulling a second reconciliation package ahead of the midterm elections but have struggled to coalesce around policies that could get enough support to pass in both chambers, which Republican control with slim margins.
Using the reconciliation process to fund DHS could create a political incentive for Republicans to unify behind new legislation. But it won't be simple. Multiple factions in the party would probably seek to attach their preferred policies to the package. Some lawmakers could feel pressure to cut popular programs to balance additional spending. Plus Democrats could force multiple politically uncomfortable votes in the process.
"Reconciliation is never easy, always complicated," Thune told reporters Friday, even as he endorsed the approach.
Sen. John Hoeven (R-North Dakota) said Monday that Republicans should fund DHS for the next three years through reconciliation to avoid contentious negotiations with Democrats in the future.
"We're not going through this again with the Dems," Hoeven told reporters.
Other Republicans in both chambers also have endorsed the idea.
Rep. Tom Emmer (Minnesota), the No. 3 House Republican, told CNBC on Wednesday that if DHS hasn't been funded by the time lawmakers return to Washington on April 14, "you'll see a skinny reconciliation bill move very quickly."
Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) said he had urged his colleagues to take a more aggressive approach: using reconciliation to fund ICE for 10 years and giving the agency 10 percent more money than current funding levels.
"Elizabeth Warren and Charles E. Schumer are right now crowing to the left, 'Haha, we got everyone to defund ICE. Look how successful we are,'" Cruz said Monday on his podcast, "Verdict with Ted Cruz." "I want to say, 'Stick it where the sun don't shine. The effect of your ridiculousness is you increased funding for ICE by 10 percent and got it funded for 10 years.'"
The Senate could pass a bill to fund DHS -- except for ICE and Border Patrol -- as soon as Thursday, when the chamber is scheduled to convene for a brief ceremonial session. House Democrats have indicated they will not block the legislation, but at least some House Republicans are already against the plan. Rep. Scott Perry (R-Pennsylvania) described it as "caving to Democrats."
"Funding for ICE and CBP must never be separated from DHS funding," Rep. Keith Self (R-Texas) wrote on social media. "If Republicans isolate it, they're handing our border and ICE agents straight to the radicals who will defund and dismantle them every chance they get."
The proposed approach is not the first time the administration has bypassed traditional appropriations processes. Last year, it unilaterally froze grants and other spending for Democratic states and clawed back billions of dollars without congressional approval.
Trump's endorsement of using reconciliation to fund ICE and Border Patrol comes as lawmakers have been under pressure to resolve the shutdown. Long airport lines finally eased off this week, after Trump decided to pay TSA officers without waiting for Congress to strike a deal.
Other DHS employees have continued to work without pay.
While the Coast Guard's 44,000 service members have been paid through the shutdown, its 9,500 civilian employees have not. Some Coast Guard employees worried after Trump decided to pay TSA officers it would reduce pressure on lawmakers to strike a deal, according to a Coast Guard official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe the mood inside the agency.
TMZ, the celebrity gossip news site, has asked readers to send in photos of members of Congress since they left Washington last week without reaching a deal. The site has published photos of lawmakers outside their states and districts, including Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-South Carolina) boarding the Space Mountain ride at Disney World and Rep. Robert Garcia (D-California) at a Las Vegas casino.
(Graham said in a statement that he had traveled to South Florida on Friday to meet with Steve Witkoff, Trump's special envoy to the Middle East, and went to Orlando afterward to meet friends. Garcia wrote on X that he had been having lunch with his father, who lives in Las Vegas.)
Thirty-six percent of Americans blame Republicans most for the shutdown and 29 percent blame Democrats, according to an Economist-YouGov poll conducted between Friday and Monday. A CNN poll conducted between Thursday and Monday found that 39 percent of Americans blame Trump and Republicans most while 25 percent blame Democrats.
But fewer Americans described the current shutdown as a crisis than the one in October, when the entire federal government was shuttered, according to CNN polling.
Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Oregon), who has held several town hall meetings this week, said he had gotten more questions about issues such as the war in Iran than the shutdown.
"The Homeland Security issue is important but not the biggest one," Wyden said in an interview.
Kadia Goba, Marianna Sotomayor and Tara Copp contributed to this report.
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White House
Congress is in no rush to authorize Trump's ballroom after judge's ruling
The president doesn't appear interested in seeking lawmakers' approval for his $400 million project -- and they're not inclined to give it.

Construction crews on the site of the White House's former East Wing, where the ballroom is proposed to be built. (Jacquelyn Martin/AP)


By Dan Diamond, Jonathan Edwards | 2026-04-02
President Donald Trump isn't inclined to seek Congress's approval for his controversial $400 million White House ballroom -- and many lawmakers are not inclined to give it.
A federal judge ruled Tuesday that Trump must obtain congressional authorization to complete his ballroom project, which the president has sought to fund with private donations. The White House immediately appealed the decision, and Trump struck a defiant tone in remarks to reporters and on social media.
"In the Ballroom case, the Judge said we have to get Congressional approval. He is WRONG!" Trump wrote Tuesday on his Truth Social platform. "Congressional approval has never been given on anything, in these circumstances, big or small, having to do with construction at the White House."
In interviews with The Washington Post, lawmakers and aides said that Trump was wrong about Congress's role, pointing to decades of examples of legislators approving changes to the White House grounds, including setting aside funding to construct the White House's original West and East wings more than a century ago.
"What happens now if the law is followed is that Trump is forced to do the thing he hates the most: actually play by the rules and go through Congress," said Rep. Jared Huffman (California), the top Democrat on the House Natural Resources Committee. That committee has historically overseen construction in national parks, including the park surrounding the White House.
Lawmakers and staff also said they expected any legislation around the White House ballroom to spark a fight in Congress, noting polling showing the project is unpopular and many Democrats' opposition to it. Fifty-six percent of Americans said they disapproved of Trump's renovations to the White House, according to an Economist/YouGov poll conducted March 27-30, while 28 percent said they supported them. Members of the public sent more than 35,000 comments about the project to a federal commission reviewing the project, and a Post analysis found more than 97 percent of those comments were critical of the president's plans.
Multiple Democrats have opened probes into Trump's use of private donors to fund construction, and even some Republicans have acknowledged concerns about the pace and size of the planned 90,000-square-foot project.
Trump has insisted that a ballroom is necessary to entertain VIP guests. A federal panel, which Trump has packed with his allies, is set to vote Thursday on whether to approve the project -- the final procedural hurdle, outside of the legal challenges, before the Trump administration planned to proceed.
GOP leaders have largely steered clear of the topic, wary of engaging with an unpopular issue in a midterm election year. Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) has not said anything publicly about whether the Senate will take up legislation to authorize construction of the ballroom or to fund it. Several Republican lawmakers declined to comment Wednesday, saying they didn't want to engage on hypothetical legislation tied to a controversial topic.
"I think it's how Trump is doing it that makes it toxic," said a senior House GOP aide, speaking on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to comment. The aide cited the project's size and cost, as well as Trump's decision to disregard precedent on working with Congress and preservationists.
Lawmakers also noted the distinction between congressional appropriation of funds -- where the Trump administration would seek potentially hundreds of millions of dollars to pay for the ballroom and probably spark an extended funding fight -- versus authorization of the project, where lawmakers could more easily approve Trump's existing plans to rely on private donations.
Some Democrats said it didn't make a difference.
"I'm a hell no on Donald Trump's vanity ballroom," said Sen. Richard Blumenthal (D-Connecticut). "His wrecking ball destruction of the East Wing and attempt to construct a gigantic eyesore has rightly been halted as illegal, because he failed to come to Congress for authority. Now Congress should stop him."
The White House did not directly respond to questions about whether it would now ask Congress to approve the ballroom but noted that it immediately appealed U.S. District Judge Richard Leon's ruling to halt the project.
"President Trump clearly has the legal authority to modernize, renovate, and beautify the White House - just like all of his predecessors did," White House spokesman Davis Ingle said in a statement, adding that the administration was "confident we will prevail" in the legal challenge.
Trump has barreled forward on the project, demolishing the East Wing last year without waiting for required federal reviews, and soliciting donations from private companies to fund the most significant change to the White House grounds in decades.
Leon, a George W. Bush appointee, wrote Tuesday that Congress was required to have oversight of significant White House construction projects. He also cited Congress's role approving past projects, such as lawmakers appropriating funding for a new White House perimeter fence about a decade ago, as a model for what the Trump administration should do now.
"Unfortunately for Defendants, unless and until Congress blesses this project through statutory authorization, construction has to stop!" Leon wrote. "But here is the good news. It is not too late for Congress to authorize the continued construction of the ballroom project."
Legal experts said that Trump appeared to be girding for a continued court battle, rather than embarking on a new legislative fight.
"There's two routes, right? One would be pausing the litigation and asking Congress for approval, and the other is appealing," said Andrea Scoseria Katz, a professor at Washington University School of Law in St. Louis who studies the presidency. "I think the administration has every incentive to continue through the appellate route, hoping that they're going to find a sympathetic voice."
Some experts also noted that if the Trump administration tries to pursue both routes simultaneously -- appealing the case while also seeking approval from Congress -- judges could decline to intervene and defer to the legislature.
Theodoric Meyer and Marianna Sotomayor contributed to this report.
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White House
Ballroom commission changed documents at White House's request
Records show a staffer asked the commission to soften language about its own authority over the president's project -- and it complied.

Construction work on the ballroom project was quiet Wednesday after a judge's order. (Andrew Harnik/Getty Images)


By Jonathan Edwards, Dan Diamond | 2026-04-02
An independent planning commission reviewing President Donald Trump's ballroom building softened its own official documentation about the project at the White House's request, records show.
The National Capital Planning Commission is scheduled to vote Thursday on the project, the final procedural obstacle to building a 90,000-square-foot structure that would dramatically remake one of the most recognized symbols of American power and democracy. Emails obtained by The Washington Post through a public records request show the commission changed what would become a public FAQ document about the ballroom after a White House staffer asked it to soften language about the commission's authority over the project. The commission then released the document ahead of its Jan. 8 meeting to provide information about its role in reviewing federal construction projects, when it would take up the ballroom and whether it had reviewed previous White House projects.
The draft included the subhead "Why is the National Capital Planning Commission reviewing the project?" under which it definitively stated that the White House sits on federal land -- a fact that "requires" federal agencies to get commission approval, according to a Dec. 19 email sent by commission General Counsel Meghan Hottel-Cox. White House staffer Heather Martin requested the addition of a sentence explicitly stating the White House is not a federal agency but had asked the commission to review the project "in the spirit of cooperation."
The commission deleted the entire subhead and the word "require," softening the explanation of its role to: "Projects located on federal land within the District of Columbia come to NCPC for review."
The exchange is likely to deepen concerns about the commission's independence. Critics have already questioned Trump's decision to appoint three White House staffers to the 12-member board, which Congress created more than a century ago to ensure federal construction projects conform with a comprehensive vision. They argue the appointees lack the experience in city or regional planning the law requires -- and the independence from the White House to make their own decisions.
The emails show the Trump administration once again flexing executive power to influence what's supposed to be an independent process, said Jon Golinger, democracy advocate with the Public Citizen, a liberal advocacy group that often opposes Trump.
"This is further evidence of the hidden hand of the White House during this whole process ... like a puppet master pulling the strings, in this case, behind the scenes," Golinger said.
Hottel-Cox said it's "normal practice" for the commission to share documents with project applicants so they can comment and make corrections.
"That same process was followed here," she wrote in an email.
The Trump administration defended its work with the commission.
"The White House has and is working collaboratively in good faith with all relevant parties, including the National Capital Planning Commission," spokesman Davis Ingle said in an email. "We are not 'directing' them to do anything."
The White House's suggested edits to the FAQ document conform to the argument the administration has made for months: As president, Trump has broad authority to unilaterally make changes to the White House executive residence.
On Tuesday, a federal judge disagreed with that position, ruling that Trump needs congressional approval to fund the estimated $400 million project through private donations. Calling Trump a "steward" rather than an owner of the White House, U.S. District Judge Richard Leon ordered a halt to construction, although he stayed that order for two weeks and made an exception for work necessary for safety and security.
The White House notified the court it would appeal Leon's decision, calling it "egregious."
The Trump administration originally planned to have the project approved at the commission's meeting last month, but the agency delayed the vote because of "significant public input," citing the amount of public testimony.
Marcel Acosta, the commission's executive director and a career government official, recommends the 12-member committee approve the project. In an 11-page report published in late February, he said the proposed structure would provide presidents with a larger permanent event space while protecting "the historic integrity and cultural landscape of the White House."
That assessment contrasts sharply with the public response. Dozens of people, including architects, historic preservationists and at least one former commissioner, told the panel they were against the project during last month's public meeting.  More than 35,000 comments were submitted, with a "vast majority" in opposition to the $400 million project, commission staff said. The Post found that more than 97 percent of comments were critical of the president's plans.
In February, the Commission of Fine Arts, which Trump also stacked with loyalists, including his 26-year-old executive assistant, voted unanimously to approve the project. Those commissioners universally praised the project, with Chair Rodney Mims Cook Jr. calling it "desperately needed" and "a very beautiful structure," whose design he credited to Trump.
The White House recently remade both commissions reviewing the project. The planning commission is led by Will Scharf, Trump's former personal lawyer and current staff secretary, and includes two other White House officials who critics say are legally unqualified for their seats.
While federal design commissions have traditionally acted as a constraint on government construction projects -- often holding extended deliberations that last for years -- Thursday's planned action underscores how Trump has bent federal processes to quickly push his ballroom to approval as he rushes to finish construction before the end of his second term.
Last year, the president ordered the rapid demolition of the East Wing annex without first seeking authorization from Congress or the committees it has empowered to review federal construction projects. Trump's plan for a new ballroom that matches the "height and scale" of the main White House has advanced despite objections from a federal judge, architecture experts and historic preservationists, who argue the structure would be too big, dwarfing a centuries-old American symbol.
The administration is asking the commission to depart from its normal procedure by approving preliminary and final plans simultaneously, a process that typically unfolds across separate meetings over months. For example, the planning commission approved a new White House perimeter fence in four steps over nine months, starting with a information presentation in May 2016 and ending with final plans in February 2017.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2026/04/02/white-house-ballroom-documents-changed/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



White House
Trump says Iran war is 'nearing completion' as he seeks to calm economic worries
The White House is trying to contain the consequences of a conflict that has sent gas prices soaring and soured feelings about the president and the economy.

President Donald Trump speaks during Wednesday night's televised address from the White House. (Alex Brandon/AFP/Getty Images)


By Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Karen DeYoung | 2026-04-02
Facing economic and political headwinds a month after launching a surprise attack on Iran, President Donald Trump defended the increasingly unpopular conflict Wednesday night but assured the nation that the military operation in the Middle East was "nearing completion."
In a speech from the White House, Trump said the United States was on track to complete all of its military objectives "shortly, very shortly" but first there would be a period of military buildup: "We're going to hit them extremely hard," he said. "Over the next two to three weeks, we're going to bring them back to the stone ages."
The president's defense of his actions, and his direct entreaty to the American people, comes as the White House tries to contain the consequences of a conflict that has sent gas prices soaring and soured Americans' feelings about Trump and the economy, six months before the midterm elections.
Trump sought to assure Americans wary of rising gas prices that the spike in fuel costs was "short term." But he did not offer specifics on how the White House would address voter concerns, suggesting only that prices would "rapidly come back down" once the conflict is over.
He also tried to clear up contradictory statements about the competing objectives of the bombardment launched on Feb. 28, saying it was a continuation of political promises he's made for years: to deny Iran a nuclear weapon.
"From the very first day, I announced my campaign for president in 2015, I have vowed that I would never allow Iran to have a nuclear weapon," Trump said. "They were right at the doorstep for years. Everyone has said that Iran cannot have nuclear weapons, but in the end, those are just words if you're not willing to take action when the time comes."
While he said discussions with Iran were ongoing, Trump made no mention of the list of 15 demands he has sent to Tehran or what he said earlier Wednesday was Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian's offer of a ceasefire.
The Iranian government denied such an offer had been made and has made its own demands, including control over the Strait of Hormuz and war reparations for destruction by U.S. and Israeli airstrikes.
Over the past month, the administration has given shifting explanations about the goals of the conflict, and Trump and Secretary of State Marco Rubio have spent recent days promising to end the war while at the same time threatening to escalate it.
And some contradictions remained Wednesday. Trump simultaneously claimed to have "obliterated," "beaten" and "completely decimated" Iran, achieving all objectives, even as he said operations would continue, and even increase, until all U.S. goals were achieved.
Trump has sent thousands of additional ground forces to the region, but despite threats of ground attacks on various Iranian targets, he did not share any details about whether or where he plans to use them. Military planning for those operations could take weeks to complete, if he approves them. And while he said the U.S. will hit power grids, he pulled back from naming desalinization plants as a target, something that was widely decried as a potential war crime.
Trump also appeared to suggest that the U.S. would not need to retrieve the highly enriched uranium that is believed to be buried at the Iranian nuclear sites the U.S. attacked last year.
"They've been hit so hard that it would take months to get near the nuclear dust," Trump said.
The Pentagon had drafted risky plans at Trump's request· for a U.S. ground operation to seize the nearly 1,000 pounds of highly enriched uranium that experts believe is buried deep beneath the surface at one or two Iranian nuclear facilities. But in his remarks, Trump appeared to suggest the U.S. could monitor the location of the nuclear material with "intense satellite surveillance."
The U.S.-Israeli attack on Iran is the second major military action by the U.S. in as many months, following an operation to capture Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro. Iran's supreme leader and more than a dozen other leaders were assassinated in a matter of days in what the president said would be a surgical operation.
But the toll -- in dollars, global economic turmoil and casualties -- has continued to mount. Iranian leaders blocked off the Strait of Hormuz, a choke point for 20 percent of the world's oil and liquefied natural gas. Tanker traffic has diminished to a trickle and the average cost of a gallon of gasoline in the U.S. shot past $4.
Trump's words Wednesday night did not immediately promote faith in the global economic outlook.
Asian stocks fell, and oil prices jumped following Trump's address. Stocks in Japan and South Korea, two nations that rely on oil shipped via the Strait of Hormuz, sank steadily while the president spoke. South Korea's KOSPI index closed more than 4 percent lower, while Japan's Nikkei 225 index dropped more than 2 percent. Markets in Taiwan and Hong Kong fell by about 1 percent.
On Thursday morning, major European markets fell about 1 percent, and premarket futures trading on Wall Street dropped. Brent crude, the global benchmark, topped $109 per barrel, up nearly 8 percent.
American allies have become exasperated by the out-of-the-blue conflict that is causing global economic fallout, even as the U.S. uses their airspace and military bases to launch additional attacks. Thousands of U.S. service members have been sent to the Middle East, and 13 have been killed.
Some Republicans and Trump supporters also have argued that the military action in a country 7,000 miles away goes against the noninterventionist ethos that has marked Trump's "America First" agenda for the past decade.
Nearly 6 in 10 Americans oppose the conflict in Iran across five recent surveys interviewing over 10,000 Americans, according to a Washington Post analysis of polls. A Pew Research Center poll in mid-March found 59 percent said they believed the U.S. made the "wrong decision in using military force in Iran," while a Fox News poll found 58 percent oppose "the current U.S. military action against Iran." And 65 percent of Americans say the Trump administration has not adequately explained the purpose of the conflict.
In arguing for the necessity of the military action Wednesday, Trump leaned into the humanitarian benefits of the toppled Iranian regime. Trump has encouraged the Iranian people to overthrow their government and pledged that "help is on the way" to Iranian protesters who had been assailed by their leaders. On Wednesday he said that 45,000 Iranians had been killed by government forces in protests this year, a jump from his previous estimate of 32,000, though he did not expound on where the number came from.
Iran has continued to attack both civilian targets and U.S. military installations, including an attack on Prince Sultan Air Base in Saudi Arabia that destroyed at least two U.S. military aircraft and injured U.S. troops.
"Regime change was not our goal," Trump said, although he has previously claimed credit for wiping out two "regimes" since "all of their original leaders ... are all dead."
"The new group," Trump added, "is less radical and much more reasonable," although the same president is still in office and the supreme leader, killed in an Israeli strike on the first day of the war, has been at least nominally replaced by his equally hard-line son.
While he is approaching his original deadline of several weeks for ending the war, Trump attempted to offer "perspective" by noting that U.S. involvement in World War I lasted "one year, seven months and five days," while World War II and the Korean War were significantly longer and "the Vietnam War lasted for 19 years, five months and 29 days."
Cat Zakrzewski, Dan Lamothe, David Lynch, Adam Taylor, Susannah George, Tara Copp and Victoria Craw contributed to this report.
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Politics
Trump, in address to nation, says conflict with Iran 'nearing completion'
President Trump is set to address the nation at 9 p.m. ET in what is set to be his first prime-time address since the U.S. and Israeli assault on Iran began.

(Adam Gray/Getty Images)


By Washington Post staff, David J. Lynch, Dan Lamothe, Susannah George, Adam Taylor, Cat Zakrzewski, Isaac Arnsdorf, Natalie Allison, Tara  Copp, Karen DeYoung | 2026-04-02
President Donald Trump, addressing the nation Wednesday night, defended the increasingly unpopular conflict with Iran, but assured the nation that the military activity in the Middle East was "nearing completion." Follow along with our reporters for insights and analysis.
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Politics
Trump attends Supreme Court hearing in unusual role: Silent observer
The president's name did not come up as he watched the arguments over his birthright citizenship executive order from the public viewing gallery.

President Donald Trump arrives Wednesday at the Supreme Court in Washington. (Kent Nishimura/AFP/Getty Images)


By David Nakamura, Justin Jouvenal, Victoria Craw | 2026-04-01
President Donald Trump let slip the big reveal the evening before the Supreme Court's landmark hearing on birthright citizenship Wednesday: He would be attending the oral arguments, Trump told reporters in the Oval Office, making him the first sitting president to do so.
The next morning, as Trump supporters and protesters gathered outside the courthouse, the presidential motorcade wound its way from the White House, delivering him to the building at 9:47 a.m., with 13 minutes to spare before the session began.
But if a president known for shattering norms and grabbing public attention intended to make the day about himself, he wound up playing a less visible role: as a silent observer, along with several hundred others who scored a coveted ticket.
"I wondered if he might sit at the [government] counsel's table -- that would have sent a message," said Amanda Frost, a constitutional law professor at the University of Virginia.
Frost was seated in an area reserved for members of the legal bar, just in front of the public viewing section where Trump took a seat near White House Counsel David Warrington, Attorney General Pam Bondi and Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick.
"He sat in a fairly unobtrusive seat, so much so that I did not immediately notice when he arrived," Frost said. "He did not wave hands. Or mutter or make noise. He was an audience member."
Trump has bashed the justices for some of their decisions in recent weeks, but as they entered the chamber at 10 a.m., he stood along with everyone else in the courtroom when the "All rise!" call went out.
In the past, Frost said, the justices have welcomed dignitaries, including top legal delegations from other nations. But on Wednesday, none appeared to acknowledge Trump's presence; his name did not come up a single time, according to a transcript of the hearing, as the justices and attorneys for the government and the American Civil Liberties Union debated over Trump v. Barbara for more than two hours.
Trump listened as U.S. Solicitor General D. John Sauer fielded questions from the justices and defended the president's executive order, which seeks to deny automatic citizenship to the children of undocumented immigrants and foreign visitors.
Trump departed at 11:20 a.m., not long after the ACLU's national legal director, Cecillia Wang, began her arguments, and did not stop to address the media outside the courthouse.
The White House declined to comment on Trump's appearance at the court, and staff at the Supreme Court referred questions to his administration. Trump is due to address the nation· at 9 p.m. Wednesday about the Iran war.
"Any effort to distract from the gravity and importance of this case will not succeed," ACLU Executive Director Anthony D. Romero said in a statement. "The Supreme Court is up to the task of interpreting and defending the Constitution even under the glare of a sitting president a couple dozen feet away from them."
There is no record of a sitting president attending the nation's highest court for oral arguments. Trump floated the idea last year before the Supreme Court heard arguments on his tariff policy but changed his mind. The court ultimately struck down most of his tariffs.
Though he was a silent observer inside the courtroom, Trump's mere presence in the public gallery signaled the primacy of his executive order on birthright citizenship to his second-term agenda. Trump signed the directive on Inauguration Day last year, amid a slew of immigration-related executive actions that aimed to kick-start his mass-deportation agenda.
On Tuesday evening, Trump told reporters in the Oval Office that the 14th Amendment, which guaranteed citizenship to formerly enslaved people and their descendants, had been misapplied to immigrants. He suggested foreigners were gaming the U.S. immigration system by having children on American soil to gain entry to and benefits from the country.
"It's the craziest thing I've ever seen," he said. "Our country is being scammed."
Trump's order drew immediate blowback, with the ACLU and more than half a dozen other groups filing federal lawsuits within days. Federal judges issued several injunctions that prevented the administration from implementing the ban, which some analysts said could deny citizenship to an estimated 250,000 newborns a year if it takes effect.
Frost, the U-Va. professor, has called the order unconstitutional, but she said she did not think Trump was trying to intimidate the justices and did not believe his presence inside the courtroom was inappropriate.
"The executive order plus his presence was clear messaging about the primacy of it and his world view," she said. "You've got to give him credit: He is transparent. He does not hide what he is."
Early Wednesday, demonstrators began gathering on the sidewalk in front of the Supreme Court. One had a large spray-painted banner that read "Donald & Barron Trump Are the Children of Immigrants." Barron Trump is the president's son with wife Melania Trump, who emigrated from Slovenia. Others held placards that said "Trump Must Go Now!" Nearby, TV crews had set up to report on the historic arguments. Tourists milled around the scene.
In November, the court heard lengthy arguments about whether Trump had the legal authority to impose sweeping tariffs in a test of his major economic policy. After suggesting he might attend, Trump reversed course, saying, "I do not want to distract from the importance of this Decision," in a post on Truth Social.
The court ended up ruling against him 6-3 in that case, saying that he could not use emergency powers to impose import levies on goods from nearly all U.S. trading partners. Trump railed against the decision, branding the justices in the majority a "disgrace" and calling the decision "an embarrassment to their families."
On Wednesday, the debate at the high court centered on the actions and intentions not of Trump -- but of long-deceased historical figures, including Justice Horace Gray, who authored the 1898 opinion in Wong Kim Ark that affirmed birthright citizenship, and Sen. Lyman Trumbull, author of the Civil Rights Act of 1866.
The Supreme Court is expected to issue a decision by the summer.
"We are the only Country in the World STUPID enough to allow 'Birthright' Citizenship!" Trump posted on Truth Social at 12:20 p.m., after returning to the White House.
Before long, he had moved on to posting about other topics, including the congressional funding fight over immigration enforcement and Wednesday's planned launch of the Artemis II space mission.
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National Security
Marines scramble to reassure families after report of ICE at boot camp
A communications breakdown precipitated an announcement that immigration enforcement will occur at the service's Parris Island graduation ceremonies in South Carolina, officials said.

Marines in dress uniforms raise the American flag before a Marine Corps recruit graduation ceremony at Parris Island, South Carolina. (Robert Nickelsberg/Getty Images)


By Dan Lamothe, Mariana Alfaro | 2026-04-02
The Marine Corps is scrambling to reassure military families that there will be no immigration enforcement during boot camp graduation ceremonies, officials said Wednesday, after an outcry over plans for Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents to join security efforts at upcoming events.
Defense officials said an internal communications failure is to blame for a notice that was posted Tuesday on the website for the service's famed training facility at Parris Island, South Carolina. It said that federal law enforcement "will be present at installation access points to conduct enhanced screening and lawful immigration status inquiries" of recruits' families.
The announcement highlighted an unexpected collaboration between a signature agency involved in President Donald Trump's divisive immigration enforcement efforts and a military service in which about 3 in 10 service members are Hispanic, according to recent Defense Department data. While most Marines are U.S. citizens, the service has long allowed some recruits who entered the United States illegally to enlist and celebrated those who eventually earn their citizenship.
ICE's involvement, first reported by NBC News, prompted immediate backlash from immigrant advocates, Democrats and other critics of the Trump administration. ICE officials labeled the reporting "blatant fake news" and denied that its agents would be making any arrests at Parris Island graduation ceremonies.
The Marines adjusted their message Tuesday, altering the online notice to say federal authorities will be on hand due to "increased force protection measures and to expedite enhanced base access procedures" at boot camp graduations.
Two defense officials, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss the situation, told The Washington Post that a defense official at Parris Island requested the original message be posted to the installation's website. It was published there without the input of top Marine Corps leaders at the Pentagon. Senior service leaders never intended for immigration enforcement to occur at the graduations, the officials said.
One of the military officials voiced frustration with the situation, calling it a "self-inflicted gunshot wound" for the Marine Corps. Another said it was a "step on a rake" moment.
A spokesman for the service, Lt. Col. Joshua Benson, said: "We want these families to go see their kids graduate. We want these families to see their sons and daughters become United States Marines."
The Department of Homeland Security, which oversees ICE, did not respond to questions about what its personnel intend to do at Parris Island.
The involvement of ICE followed an order weeks ago from Gen. Gregory M. Guillot, who oversees domestic U.S. military operations as head of Northern Command, to boost security at military bases across the U.S. The directive was made in response to the U.S.-Israeli war in Iran, and the precautions include random vehicle inspections and identification checks for all people entering military installations.
A few days later, on March 6, Parris Island held a boot camp graduation and the heightened security requirements created bottlenecks at the installation's gates, one of the military officials said. In response, commanders decided it would be wise to open four lanes of traffic at future graduations, rather than two, requiring additional law enforcement personnel to assist. Up to 5,000 people attend some graduation ceremonies, an official said.
The Marines followed up by soliciting outside help through what is known as a "feasibility of support" request. Assistance could have come through any federal law enforcement agency, and the Department of Homeland Security offered assistance from ICE, the military official said.
Though their primary mission is to enforce U.S. immigration laws, and detain and deport those in the country illegally, ICE agents also were recently tasked with augmenting security at select airports affected by the partial government shutdown.
The deployment of ICE personnel is viewed differently than other law enforcement by many Americans, though. A Washington Post-ABC News-Ipsos poll found in February that a growing majority have soured on Trump's handling of immigration, with 62 percent opposing aggressive tactics that ICE has used, and 7 in 10 Americans believing that "less than half" or "hardly any" of the immigrants deported since Trump's return to the White House were violent criminals.
ICE was fiercely criticized after the fatal shooting of a U.S. citizen, Renee Good, in Minnesota earlier this year. Other DHS personnel were involved in the killing of another American, Alex Pretti. At least 30 people in ICE custody died in 2025, according to a government tally.
The Marine Corps for years has recruited heavily among the nation's population of Latin American families. A 2024 Defense Department study found that 29.3 percent of the service's active-duty population identifies as Hispanic or Latino, higher than each of the other military services. About 20 percent of Americans identify as such, according to Census data.
Before Trump's return to office, the Pentagon celebrated the contributions of immigrants and touted military service as a potential path to U.S. citizenship. Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth has adopted a different approach, saying repeatedly that diversity is "the single dumbest phrase in military history" while instead touting "unity of purpose."
The presence of ICE at Parris Island has riled some lawmakers.
Sen. Ruben Gallego (D-Arizona), a Marine veteran and the son of immigrants, told reporters Tuesday that he was "disturbed" by reports that ICE could be present at the family events. He served alongside many Marines who also are the children of immigrants, he said, and called boot camp graduation ceremonies "sacred."
"The American public wants the ICE and DHS to go after criminals, that are dangerous to this country, not to go after people whose sons and daughters are joining to go to war right now," Gallego said.
Scott Clement contributed to this report.
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Courts & Law
Supreme Court appears skeptical of Trump's effort to end birthright citizenship
The justices appeared poised to turn aside government arguments that the president can deny citizenship to babies born to parents without permanent immigration status.

A sign in support of birthright citizenship outside the Supreme Court on Wednesday. (Kylie Cooper/Reuters)


By Justin Jouvenal | 2026-04-01
The Supreme Court appeared poised Wednesday to uphold the legal principle that almost everyone born on U.S. soil is a citizen, as justices heard arguments in a major case that raises fundamental questions about who is considered American.
The justices seemed ready to hand President Donald Trump a significant defeat in his push to end birthright citizenship, as the president sat watching the first part of the proceedings in the the public gallery -- a historic first. Trump is the only sitting chief executive known to have attended arguments before the high court.
His presence ratcheted up the drama in what was already one of the most significant cases of the Supreme Court's term. The case tests the constitutionality of a signature policy that could have sweeping political, economic and social ramifications. Trump has also repeatedly attacked the justices in recent weeks over their rulings against him.
The president went to court seeking to redefine American identity in ways not seen for more than 150 years, since the 14th Amendment was ratified guaranteeing citizenship to the formerly enslaved and their children in the wake of the Civil War.
The amendment was written to overturn the high court's infamous Dred Scott decision, which denied citizenship to Black people. But the language of the amendment -- "All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States" -- has long been interpreted to cut more broadly, guaranteeing citizenship to all born in the United States with only a few exceptions for children of foreign diplomats and those born to invading armies.
The high court adopted that understanding of the amendment in 1898 in a ruling that found Wong Kim Ark, a man born to Chinese immigrants in San Francisco, was a citizen.
Trump has pushed to dramatically narrow that scope, arguing that the amendment's guarantee of citizenship does not apply to children born to parents in the country illegally or those on temporary visas for work, travel, school or humanitarian reasons.
Most of the justices appeared skeptical of that position during more than two hours of arguments, but several also asked sharp questions of an attorney arguing to uphold birthright citizenship, indicating that the case might not be a slam dunk. A decision is expected by June or July. Trump's policy remains blocked until then by lower-court orders.
Solicitor General D. John Sauer, who argued for the government, said the framers of the 14th Amendment could not have anticipated the modern crush of illegal immigration in the United States, saying it called for a new approach to citizenship. But Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. swatted that idea down.
"We're in a new world now ... where 8 billion people are one plane ride away from having a child who's a U.S. citizen," Sauer said.
Roberts retorted: "Well, it's a new world, but it's the same Constitution."
The quip drew laughs from the packed crowd in the chamber.
Justice Elena Kagan sounded a similar note of caution at another point, telling Sauer that his contention that the 14th Amendment did not apply to people who did not have permanent immigration status was hard to square with its language.
"The text of the clause, I think, does not support you," Kagan said. "I think you're sort of looking for some more technical, esoteric meaning."
The only justice who appeared to firmly back the administration was conservative Samuel A. Alito Jr. He, like Sauer, suggested the exceptions to the 14th Amendment could be expanded to account for new realities that didn't exist at the time of its ratification in 1868.
"What we are dealing with is something that was unknown at the time -- illegal immigration," Alito said.
Trump entered the Supreme Court chamber through a side entrance at 9:47 a.m., wearing a dark suit and red tie. He sat near Attorney General Pam Bondi, White House counsel David Warrington and Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick. When the justices took the bench at 10 a.m., Trump rose with everyone else. The justices did not appear to acknowledge his presence and never mentioned him being in the court during the arguments.
Trump was not visible from the media area during most of the arguments, but left about halfway through. Afterward, he posted on Truth Social, "We are the only Country in the World STUPID enough to allow "Birthright" Citizenship!"
A ruling against Trump would be the latest of several setbacks for the president at the court in recent months. The justices struck down Trump's tariffs in February and blocked his deployment of National Guard troops to Chicago in December.
Those decisions, especially on tariffs, have prompted Trump in recent weeks to increasingly lash out at the Supreme Court. Trump swiped at the justices again Monday in a Truth Social post that also derided birthright citizenship.
"The World is getting rich selling citizenships to our Country, while at the same time laughing at how STUPID our U.S. Court System has become (TARIFFS!)," Trump wrote without explaining what he meant by selling citizenship. "Dumb Judges and Justices will not a great Country make!"
The latest reversals for Trump at the court come after he won a string of victories on the justices' emergency docket in the opening months of his second term. The justices allowed him on a temporary basis to ban transgender soldiers from the military, gut the Education Department, cancel foreign aid and remove the heads of independent agencies.
As one of the first acts in office in his second term, Trump issued an executive order in January instructing government agencies to stop issuing citizenship documentation to children born to families without permanent immigration status on or after Feb. 19, 2025.
Sauer's arguments for Trump's order turned on the phrase "subject to the jurisdiction thereof" in the amendment. That phrase invokes a political allegiance to the United States, which children of those present illegally or temporarily can't demonstrate because their parents haven't established that they plan to stay in the United States permanently or be "domiciled" here in legal parlance, he said.
He also told the justices that despite its broad language, the 14th Amendment was only meant to extend citizenship to the formerly enslaved and their children.
Granting birthright citizenship to nearly everyone drives illegal immigration and "birth tourism" -- traveling to the United States to have a baby so the child can be a U.S. citizen, Sauer said. He added that migrants who take advantage of birthright citizenship undermine the rule of law.
"It demeans the priceless, profound gift of citizenship," Sauer told the justices.
But conservative Justice Neil M. Gorsuch said that none of the debates around the drafting of the 14th Amendment made reference to a parent's legal status or their intention to stay in the country permanently as a basis for determining a child's citizenship.
"The absence is striking," Gorsuch said.
Cecillia Wang, an attorney for the American Civil Liberties Union, which sued to block Trump's order, told the justices that the administration's reading of the 14th Amendment flies in the face of its plain meaning, the 1898 Supreme Court ruling, legal history and decades of practice by the government.
"The framers of the 14th Amendment meant to have universal law of citizenship subject to narrow exceptions," Wang said.
She said the phrase "subject to the jurisdiction thereof" has been long understood to cover children of diplomats and similar rare cases. She also argued Trump's order undermines an ideal that she said has made America a beacon for people around the world -- that children of immigrants have the same rights and opportunities as people who have been in the country for generations.
Several justices skeptically asked Wang why the justices who ruled in the Wong Kim Ark case repeatedly circled back to the "domiciled" concept in their decision, if they did not intend for it to be a factor in determining a child's citizenship. Wang pointed out a requirement to be "domiciled" was never part of the court's holding in that case.
A ruling for Trump's ban on birthright citizenship could have vast and unpredictable consequences.
Roughly 250,000 children would be born without citizenship in the United States each year if Trump's order were upheld, or about 5 million by 2045, according to a friend of the court brief filed by dozens of professors. Some would probably be left stateless.
Ending birthright citizenship would create an "undocumented underclass," a swath of society with limited access to education, health care and social safety net programs, they said. They also told the court that such a change would damage the American economy, which is boosted by immigrants.
"The creation of this caste would disrupt 150 years of intergenerational upward mobility for immigrants and would reverberate broadly through the U.S. economy and society," the professors wrote.
The United States is one of roughly three dozen countries across the world that have birthright citizenship. Most nations follow lineage-based rules requiring parents be citizens or permanent residents for their children to obtain citizenship.
This is not the first time birthright citizenship has been before the justices. In a separate case in June, the Trump administration did not ask the court to weigh in on the merits of the policy, but to rule on the narrower question of whether lower courts could issue nationwide injunctions.
In a 6-3 ruling, the justices sided with Trump officials and limited such orders.
Soon after that decision, a group of individuals represented by the ACLU filed a class-action lawsuit in New Hampshire against Trump's order. A federal judge issued a preliminary injunction in that case, but before an appeals court could render a decision, administration officials petitioned the Supreme Court to hear the case.
At the end of April, the justices will hear another major immigration-related case dealing with whether the Trump administration can end deportation protections for hundreds of thousands of Syrians and Haitians. The ruling could affect tens of thousands of other migrants, whom the Trump administration has tried to strip of what is known as temporary protected status.
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White House
Trump prepares to address nation on Iran after vowing to end conflict in 'weeks'
The White House promised an "important update" on Iran, in what is set to be the president's first prime-time address since the U.S. and Israeli assault began.

Oil tankers and cargo ships line up last month in the Strait of Hormuz. (Altaf Qadri/AP)


By Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Victoria Craw, Sammy Westfall | 2026-04-01
President Donald Trump is set to address the nation Wednesday night with an "important update" on Iran, the White House said, in what is set to be his first prime-time address since the U.S. and Israeli assault on Iran began more than a month ago.
In a Tuesday night tweet, White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt did not elaborate on what Trump's message would be in the 9 p.m. speech. But Trump and Secretary of State Marco Rubio have spent recent days expressing optimism about the United States' trajectory, after the administration alternated between saying the war is winding down and threatening to escalate it.
Trump said Tuesday he planned to end the U.S. involvement in Iran within two or three weeks and that he would have "nothing to do" with a long-term effort to secure the Strait of Hormuz, a choke point for 20 percent of the world's oil that Iran has largely blocked off with threats and attacks on tankers.
"We'll be leaving very soon," Trump told reporters in the Oval Office. "And if France or some other country wants to get oil or gas, go up through the ... Hormuz Strait, they'll go right up there, and they'll be able to fend for themselves."
"We'll have nothing to do with it," he continued. "What happens in the strait, we're not going to have anything to do with it."
Rubio said in a Fox News interview that "we can see the finish line. It's not tomorrow, but it is coming."
Financial markets rallied, while oil and gas prices fell on hopes of an approaching end to the U.S.-Israeli war in Iran, even as strikes in the region continued and Tehran maintained a show of defiance against opening the Strait of Hormuz.
The major financial indexes were all up more than 1 percent in midday trading, extending gains of around 2 percent on Tuesday, reflecting optimism among investors after last week's losses. The price of Brent crude, a global benchmark, briefly dipped below $100 a barrel, down from about $118 a day earlier, and European gas prices fell.
Rubio has said the U.S. goals include destroying Iran's air force, navy and missile factories, and degrading its missile launchers. "We are well on our way to achieving all four of those objectives," he said, adding it would be done "very soon."
In a video shared by the White House Tuesday evening, Rubio described the Trump administration's rationale behind the war, saying Iran was "on the verge" of having "so many missiles and so many drones that no one could do anything about their nuclear weapons program in the future" -- a scenario he described as an "intolerable risk."
"This was our last, best chance to eliminate that conventional threat," he said. "The president made the right decision to wipe it out now."
Trump and Rubio also escalated their rhetoric against NATO allies after European nations rebuffed U.S. calls to get involved and denied or limited access to military bases in the region. Trump said he was considering pulling the U.S. out of the military alliance in an interview with Britain's Daily Telegraph on Wednesday, calling it a "paper tiger."
Rubio said the U.S. would have to "reexamine" its commitment. "If now we have reached a point where the NATO alliance means that we can't use those bases ... then NATO is a one-way street," he told Fox News.
British Prime Minister Keir Starmer said in a speech Wednesday that he was working "at pace" for de-escalation and peace but reiterated: "This is not our war. We will not be drawn into the conflict. That is not in our national interest."
The United States and Israel launched a surprise attack on Iran on Feb. 28, the second major military action by the United States in as many months, following an operation to capture Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro. Iran's supreme leader and more than a dozen other leaders were assassinated in a matter of days in what the president said would be a surgical operation.
But in the past month, the toll -- in dollars, global economic turmoil and lives -- has mounted. Tanker traffic in the Strait of Hormuz has fallen to a trickle, as the average cost of a gallon of gas in the U.S. has shot past $4. American allies have become exasperated by an out-of-the-blue conflict that is causing economic paroxysms, even as the United States uses their airspace and military bases to launch additional attacks. Thousands of U.S. service members have been sent to the Middle East, and 13 have been killed.
Iran continues to deny Trump's assertions of progress in negotiations to end the war, with Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi telling Al Jazeera on Tuesday that he has received messages from U.S. envoy Steve Witkoff but that they don't constitute negotiations: "We do not have any faith that negotiations with the U.S. will yield any results. The trust level is at zero."
On Wednesday, Ebrahim Azizi, head of the national security commission of the Iranian parliament, said Trump had managed only to change the "maritime regime."
"The Strait of Hormuz will certainly reopen, but not for you; it will be open for those who comply with the new laws of Iran," he said in a post on X. "The 47 years of hospitality are over forever."
In Trump's latest post on social media, he said Wednesday morning that Iran had asked for a ceasefire but that the U.S. would only consider it when the Strait of Hormuz is open: "Until then, we are blasting Iran into oblivion or, as they say, back to the Stone Ages!!!"
The Iranian regime said the previous day that it has "the will to end the war" -- but only if there are guarantees against future attacks.
Strikes in the region have continued. Qatar's Defense Ministry said Wednesday that it was targeted by three cruise missiles from Iran, including one that hit an oil tanker in Qatari waters. The crew of 21 people were safe, it said. Kuwait's international airport was targeted by an Iranian drone attack, the country's official news agency said, while Saudi Arabia also reported drone attacks and one person was killed by shrapnel falling from a drone interception in the United Arab Emirates, local authorities said.
In Lebanon, seven people were killed in an Israeli airstrike on Beirut's Jnah area overnight, emergency authorities said. In Iran, at least 51 people were killed within 24 hours as of Tuesday. And in Israel, 14 people were injured in a missile attack in Bnei Brak, east of Tel Aviv. On Wednesday, the morning of the start of Passover, sirens continued to sound.
The U.K. Maritime Trade Operations Center, which monitors shipping activity in the region, said the threat level across the Strait of Hormuz, Gulf of Oman and Arabian Gulf remains critical -- its highest level -- because of attacks, navigation interference and disruption to facilities. Since March 1, it has reported 26 confirmed attacks or incidents, with traffic through the strait shrinking from 138 vessels per day to five.
The current threat to energy security dwarfs that seen in the previous oil crises in the 1970s and the Russian invasion of Ukraine in 2022, according to Fatih Birol, executive director of the International Energy Agency. Economic shocks could reverberate for months to come, he said Wednesday on the "In Good Company" podcast, adding that the release of reserve barrels of oil can "reduce the pain" but will not solve the issue.
"The cure is opening up the Strait of Hormuz. This is the single most important issue," he said.
Westfall reported from Jerusalem.
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Courts & Law
Supreme Court heard birthright citizenship case with Trump in attendance
The case could redefine who is considered American in ways not seen for more than 150 years.

(Kent Nishimura/AFP/Getty Images)


By Justin Jouvenal, David Nakamura, Marianne LeVine, Julian  Mark, Maegan Vazquez, Samantha Schmidt, Isaac Arnsdorf, Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Jeremy Roebuck, Scott Clement, Victoria Craw | 2026-04-01
The Supreme Court heard arguments Wednesday over the constitutionality of President Donald Trump's effort to ban birthright citizenship·. The justices questioned the attorneys about the definition of "domicile," core to the government's argument that only children of immigrants who are domiciled in the United States should receive birthright citizenship. In an indication of the political stakes in the case, Trump attended the hearing while Solicitor General D. John Sauer made his arguments, the first time a sitting president is known to have done so. Arguments concluded after Sauer made his rebuttal.
American Civil Liberties Union Legal Director Cecillia Wang argued for the plaintiffs, immigrants using pseudonyms. The ACLU and other groups challenged Trump's order, saying it violates the 14th Amendment, which grants citizenship to "all persons" born or naturalized in the United States.
In the hearing, Sauer argued that children born to parents without permanent immigration status should not be granted citizenship, upending the long-settled principle that nearly everyone born on U.S. soil is automatically a citizen.
A ruling upholding Trump's order could have sweeping political, economic and social ramifications.
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Politics
King Charles III invited to address joint meeting of Congress
The planned April 28 address to mark the 250th anniversary of American independence from Britain will be the first such speech by a British monarch in 35 years.

Britain's King Charles III arrives at University College Hospital Macmillan Cancer Centre in London on April 30, 2024. (Kin Cheung/AP)


By Amy B Wang | 2026-04-01
Congressional leaders have invited King Charles III to address a joint meeting of Congress when he visits the United States later this month to mark the 250th anniversary of America's independence from Britain. It would be the first such address by a member of the British monarchy in 35 years.
Charles was invited to address Congress on April 28, in a letter sent Wednesday that was signed by House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana), Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota), Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) and House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York).
"As we celebrate this historic milestone and recommit ourselves to the principles upon which our nation was founded, we also recognize that the American experiment endures in no small part because of the British tradition from which it sprang," they wrote. "We believe an Address to Congress will provide a unique opportunity to share your vision for the future of our special relationship and reaffirm our alliance at this pivotal time in history."
It has become a modern tradition for foreign leaders to address a joint meeting of Congress, if invited, during their formal state visits to the United States, though such addresses are relatively rare. During President Donald Trump's first term in office, only two foreign leaders addressed joint meetings of Congress: French President Emmanuel Macron in 2018 and NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg in 2019. There were nine such addresses when Joe Biden was president.
Though several former British prime ministers have addressed joint meetings of Congress, the last member of the British monarchy to do so was Charles's mother, Queen Elizabeth II, in 1991. The queen, congressional leaders noted in their letter to Charles this week, emphasized that the close relationship between the United States and the United Kingdom was rooted in "a shared 'spirit of democracy,' and a commitment to the fundamental values of individual freedom, consent of the governed, and the rule of law."
On Tuesday, Trump said that Charles and his wife, Queen Camilla, would be visiting the United States from April 27 to 30, and that the White House would host a state dinner for them on April 28. This will be Charles's first state visit to the United States as king.
"I look forward to spending time with the King, whom I greatly respect. It will be TERRIFIC!" Trump wrote on Truth Social.
Trump made a state visit to the United Kingdom in September, during which he was feted with a carriage procession, military flyover and a banquet at Windsor Castle. At the time, Trump called the visit "truly one of the highest honors of my life."
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Opinions
Trump's hall-of-mirrors speech
The president perpetuated the dissonance that has characterized the Iran war from the start.

President Donald Trump concludes speaking about the Iran war, in the White House's Cross Hall, on April 1. (Alex Brandon/via REUTERS)


By Ramesh Ponnuru | 2026-04-02
Adolf Hitler, in a contemplative mood, said that every war at its start is like opening the door to a dark room. Not true in the case of the U.S. war with Iran, which has been more like entering a hall of mirrors. President Donald Trump's first extended speech about the war·, delivered 32 days into it, did not provide a clearer picture.
This is not the fog of war. It's the fog of Trump's rhetoric and perhaps his thoughts. Consider this abbreviated timeline: On March 1, he gave a short interview in which he seemed to change his mind about whether he wanted regime change in Iran. On March 6, he demanded unconditional surrender in all caps. On March 13, he said Iran had been "totally defeated." On March 21, he said the operation had achieved his objectives "ahead of schedule" -- although there has obviously been no surrender, with or without conditions. Later that day, he said he would start hitting Iran's power plants, which would arguably be a war crime, unless the supposedly already defeated country let oil traffic through the Strait of Hormuz.
The White House address on Wednesday provided more of the same dissonance: The war has already achieved its objectives, so the United States will keep waging it, and it will end soon. Regime change, he said, was not his goal but has happily occurred anyway, and he will keep bombing the new, much more reasonable Iranian leaders.
The administration's most frequently stated objective, and the one Trump emphasized in the speech, was degrading Iran's military capabilities. The White House offers no criteria for assessing when that objective has been sufficiently met. Trump could have used his speech to announce that he is ending Operation Epic Fury: He said, after all, that Iran is "no longer a threat." He could announce it tomorrow; he could have announced it on several yesterdays.
Judging by any objective other than hurting Iran's military, though, stopping now would hardly count as a successful conclusion to the war. Iran's regime would have survived, and been seen to have survived, the "epic fury" of the U.S. That regime would have shown that it could close and open the Strait of Hormuz at its discretion. Oil prices would be higher. The U.S. alliance with Europe has somehow weakened even further, and America's Persian Gulf allies would at least be disappointed. And 13 members of the U.S. military have been killed.
On the positive side of the ledger, the Iranian military would have indeed been degraded. But that is a reversible achievement, unless the U.S. stands ready to launch future operations like this one, which the president keeps feeling the need to say will end very soon. All in all, America would be in a weaker position than when the war started.
Yet stopping now, or using force to open the Strait of Hormuz and then stopping, still might be the best available option. The alternative of a true regime-change war would require a large and extended commitment of U.S. troops to Iran. Many Americans have wanted to see the Iranian regime replaced (Trump's speech was most persuasive on the point about which Americans least needed to be persuaded: that the regime has always been barbaric), but without boots on the ground. Instead of making a choice, the Trump administration appears to have hoped it could secure the end without the means.
This war's lack of strategic clarity and consistent rhetoric owes a lot to the president's well-known character flaws, such as his impulsivity and dishonesty. It's also a price of his failure to abide by the Constitution. Even the most ardent advocate of presidential power during the Founding, Alexander Hamilton, said it was up to Congress to "transfer the nation from a state of peace to a state of war." (If another country declared or waged war against the U.S., a state of war would already exist and the president could respond without Congress.)
Presidents have usually sought congressional approval for large-scale military operations, as George H.W. Bush did before the Persian Gulf War and George W. Bush did before the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. Going to Congress has a practical advantage that is often mentioned: It reduces the chance that the country will go to war without much support from the public. In this case, though, following the Constitution would have brought an even more basic benefit: Before it made its argument to the Congress and the people, the administration would have had to figure out its objectives and how it planned to attain them.
The White House would have had to think through the operation more than it gives any evidence of having done -- or, judging from Trump's speech, than it is doing still.
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Removing a tyrant is easy. Changing a regime is hard. 
It's no surprise Iran didn't collapse. Security states are meant to last beyond any one leader.

A man cleans a billboard featuring Iran's Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, on left, and Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, center, next to the newly installed supreme leader, Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei, on the outskirts of Srinagar, India, on March 23. (Tauseef Mustafa/AFP/Getty Images)


By Keith B. Richburg | 2026-04-02
One of the most perplexing questions of the Iran war has been why so many people, both in the Trump administration and among the punditry, thought the regime would collapse as soon as its most senior military and political officials were killed.
The answer lies in a common category error: Not all authoritarian states are brittle dictatorships.
I've seen my share of dictatorships fall apart after decapitation. I saw it in Haiti, where I began my foreign reporting career covering the fall of "president-for-life" Jean-Claude "Baby Doc" Duvalier in 1986; the country fell into violent anarchy that persists today. In the early 1990s I witnessed the chaos left behind in Somalia following the fall of dictator Mohamed Siad Barre. Zaire, now the Democratic Republic of Congo, is still a partially failed state years after Mobutu Sese Seko was run out.
When those dictatorial regimes collapsed, it's because the dictator had hollowed out all the normal organs of a state. Because power was concentrated into one man's hands, all other institutions just atrophied.
But more often than not, authoritarian regimes are deeply institutionalized. They can rule their populations with ruthless efficiency because they are embedded in every province, city and village. They can survive the removal of the leader because the regime is decentralized, built to endure and buttressed by a sprawling elite whose power and wealth depend on the system's survival.
Consider China. President and Communist Party General Secretary Xi Jinping has amassed more power than any Chinese leader since Mao Zedong. But the Communist Party of China consists of roughly 100 million members, and is deeply rooted in every village, classroom and factory. China has seen its share of leadership turmoil; I was in Beijing in 2012 when the charismatic Chongqing party boss Bo Xilai was sacked and later imprisoned, partly because he was suspected of plotting to derail Xi's ascendancy. Chinese social media was filled with wild rumors of attempted coups with tanks in the streets.
Despite the turmoil of that relatively recent episode, it illuminates the paradox of authoritarian states. Had Bo won out over Xi, the system would in all likelihood have reconstituted itself around the new leader. There simply is too much at stake for the whole system to collapse over a leadership struggle. If Xi were removed tomorrow, the Communist Party in China would carry on.
A mistake observers often make -- and I count myself among past offenders -- is to personalize regimes and oversimplify complex geopolitical issues. If only such-and-such leader were removed, the country would be transformed. Unfortunately, it's not how things work.
In 2011, I was living in Beijing when North Korean leader Kim Jong Il died unexpectedly. I interviewed various Chinese and Western analysts who were optimistic that Kim's death would lead to reform and modernization of the notoriously closed country. Many opined that Kim's son and heir, Kim Jong Un, was too young and untested to hold the reins of power for long. Others said the younger Kim had studied in Switzerland, likely to have made him more open, less doctrinaire.
My story in The Washington Post was headlined: "With elder Kim's death, some see window for change in North Korea." Whether the young Kim was transformed by the system he inherited or whether he received all the relevant upbringing at his father's feet, North Korea has largely stayed the same: a hereditary totalitarian state with a pervasive cult of personality, extensive political prison camps and extreme information control -- and nuclear weapons.
Another regime I thought was solely reliant on one man was Robert Mugabe's 37-year dictatorship in Zimbabwe. Under Mugabe, a once-heralded liberation fighter, Zimbabwe was by the 2000s in economic shambles. In 2017, at the age of 93, the frail Mugabe was detained by his military and forced to resign. Zimbabweans were jubilant. So was I, from afar. But more than eight years later, Zimbabwe is much the same mess under a new "Big Man" dictator, Emmerson Mnangagwa, who was Mugabe's former spy chief known as "the Crocodile." The new president promised change. But at 83, he's still in charge, and the repressive system remains very much intact.
Israel has long relied on the decapitation strategy to eliminate its enemies. One was Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, the founder and spiritual leader of Hamas in Gaza, who was killed in a 2004 Israeli missile strike. Israeli officials boasted the assassination would hamper Hamas's ability to conduct future terrorist attacks. I had interviewed Yassin in his Gaza City office four years earlier. I was stunned to meet a sickly quadriplegic using a wheelchair whose voice was so faint, it could barely be picked up on my tape recorder. The frail figure I met could not possibly have been the sum total of Hamas. And sure enough, Hamas not only continued, but became more vicious and extreme under new leadership.
The lesson is that decapitation of deeply institutionalized authoritarian regimes often doesn't create a vacuum. It may trigger a power struggle. But it also stokes vengeance.
President Donald Trump has reportedly expressed surprise that Iran responded to the killing of its supreme leader not with capitulation but retaliation. He should not have been. Iran's new rulers may be wounded, paranoid and diminished. But regimes like that don't fade away when a few men at the top are carted off or blown away. Removing leaders is easy. Dismantling the oppressive system they built is much harder.
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Five steps to ending the Iran war on America's terms
Instead of waiting for Tehran to agree, Trump can declare victory and impose his will.

President Donald Trump pauses during his speech about the Iran war from the White House on Wednesday. (Alex Brandon/Reuters)


By Marc Thiessen | 2026-04-02
In his address to the nation· Wednesday night, President Donald Trump said that if there is no deal with Iran's surviving leaders in the next two to three weeks, he will "bring them back to the stone ages." Good. Trump does not need a deal to end Operation Epic Fury. In fact, he is much better off without one.
Rather than waiting for Iran to agree to the conditions he has put on the table, he can simply impose the peace terms he has set unilaterally.
Here's how to do so in five steps:
1. Complete all remaining military tasks. Trump said the war will "continue until our objectives are fully achieved." So which tasks remain? Seize or destroy Iran's fissile material so the regime cannot easily restart its nuclear program (or give what Trump calls its "nuclear dust·" to terrorists for a dirty bomb). Take out all the remaining targets on the military's list. Implement the innovative plan that sources tell me Centcom Commander Adm. Brad Cooper has prepared to open the Strait of Hormuz by force, and then hand the mission over to a multinational armada made up of countries who receive oil from the strait, which must take responsibility for keeping it open. Or, alternatively, the United States can charge a substantial "escort fee" for each ship passing through the strait, which would be waived for countries participating in the mission. And then, finally, either take control of Kharg Island, by seizing or blockading this linchpin of Iran's energy export sector, or destroy it to cripple Iran's ability to fund terrorist proxies and a military rebuild.
If the U.S. completes these tasks, it will have a stranglehold over Iran, and the regime will never again be able to hold the world's economy hostage. U.S. military commanders believe that these objectives can be achieved in the next two to three weeks, but the determination of when the mission is complete should be conditions-based. Success matters more than speed.
2. Eliminate the Iranian leaders who were spared for the purpose of negotiations. Trump reportedly asked Israel not to strike certain Iranian leaders so he would have negotiating partners. If those leaders refuse his terms of surrender, their existence has no remaining purpose. Trump should issue one last ultimatum, then unleash Israel to take them out in a final barrage of leadership strikes.
3. Unilaterally declare victory. No ceasefire. No peace agreement. When Cooper informs the president that he has achieved all the military tasks set out for him, Trump should announce that he is suspending military operations.
4. Impose peace terms. Trump should announce to the remnants of the regime that all the demands he put forward are now in effect and will be imposed by force if necessary. If Iran violates any of his terms -- by trying to rebuild its nuclear or ballistic missile programs, for instance, or providing support for its terrorist proxies -- the U.S. and Israel reserve the right to strike at will. Iran tests America's resolve at its peril.
5. Bar Iran from firing on protesters and set conditions for eventual regime collapse. Trump should inform the regime that the U.S. will tolerate no more massacres and executions. If the Iranian people take to the streets and the regime fires upon them, the units and leaders responsible will face elimination. Each time they kill innocent Iranians, the U.S. and Israel reserve the right to respond by killing Iran's political and military leaders.
The threat of such strikes should hang over the regime like the sword of Damocles. It would be a game changer. Right now, Iran's surviving leaders believe that Trump's boot will come off their necks in a few weeks' time. It may require a few surgical strikes after major combat operations have ended to disabuse them of that notion, but once they understand that a missile could fall on them from the sky at any moment for any violation of Trump's terms, that pressure will begin to break the regime's will and ability to rule.
It will also create space for the Iranian opposition to organize and challenge the regime. When Iranians see that their oppressors can no longer kill them with impunity, they will lose their fear and become bolder in challenging them. The combination of external military pressure from the U.S. and Israel and internal pressure from the Iranian people will fracture the regime and create an opportunity for Iranians to replace the regime's murderous theocracy with a pro-American government that is an ally for peace.
This final element is essential to the long-term success of Trump's Iran campaign. Forcing the regime from power in four to six weeks was never a military objective of Operation Epic Fury. But it is also true that if the current regime survives in some form, everything Trump accomplished in this war will be reversible. New leaders will take the place of those who have been killed, and capabilities that have been destroyed will eventually be rebuilt. America's respite from the Iranian threat will be temporary. And once that threat reemerges, there is no guarantee we will have a president with the courage of Donald Trump to repeat what he has done.
Operation Epic Fury will be a success for the ages. As Trump put it Wednesday night, "Never in the history of warfare has an enemy suffered such clear and devastating large-scale losses in a matter of weeks." But the only way to make the success of Operation Epic Fury permanent is to create conditions for the regime to collapse. Trump told the Iranian people, "When we are finished, take over your government." The bombs have done their work. Now Trump must help the Iranian people do theirs.
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Three couches, three Final Fours, one family
My Illini are back in the Final Four. So is everyone I've ever watched with.

Illinois coach Brad Underwood, center, celebrates with players after the team's Elite Eight game against Iowa in the NCAA college basketball tournament Saturday. (Ashley Landis/AP)


By Will Leitch | 2026-04-02
You're reading Fanfare With Will Leitch, a newsletter on the cultural moments capturing America's attention. Click here to get the full edition in your inbox, including bonus musings on trends and recommendations for the weekend.
It was 1989, my grandmother sat next to my father and me on the couch, her nice couch, the one that still had the plastic cover on it even though she'd had it for more than a year. She was screaming "Rebound!" with a force I would have thought her incapable of. Our beloved Illini, with a campus just 45 minutes north on I-57 from our rural hometown of Mattoon, Illinois, were playing Syracuse for their first Final Four slot since my father was 3. I can still hear that couch cover crinkling and squeaking every time we jumped up after a Kendall Gill basket. The Illini won. We all had ice cream afterward. It was a moment I'll never forget.
It was 2005, I was on a different couch, with two fellow underemployed 20-something writers in New York, watching my Illini play Arizona for their first trip back to the Final Four since that day in 1989. Illinois fell behind Arizona with three minutes left. I called my dad in Mattoon, lamenting the end of an otherwise glorious season. "Keep hope," he told me. "This ain't over." And, somehow, the Illini pulled off an incredible comeback. I called my dad again afterward. "Told ya," he said. "You always gotta have hope." I told this story at my wedding five years later. It was a moment I'll never forget.
It was Sunday, I sat on my parents' couch in Winterville, Georgia, where they moved to be close to their grandchildren in Athens, where I now live. My father sat next to the 14-year-old grandson who shares his name. And when point guard Keaton Wagler -- who wasn't even alive in 2005 let alone 1989 -- hit a jaw-dropping step-back three to clinch the third Illini Final Four berth of my lifetime, I watched the two of them embrace and scream into the sky. Then I joined them. It was a moment I'll never forget.
Sports are about winners and losers, about players and coaches, and of course about television and money. But the reason all of it exists -- the reason all those colleges and athletes and owners and executives and broadcasters have all that money coming in -- is because of fans, who, after all, are the ones paying for it.
Sports fandom is inherently irrational. Logically speaking, we cheer for a corporation (yes, most colleges and universities are corporations), one that considers us (rightly) to merely be customers, that employs people with whom we have little to nothing in common and will almost certainly never meet in real life. These organizations treat us as corporations generally treat their customers: They act out of their own self-interest. At the professional level, they will uproot and move away from generations of loyal fans if it's good for their bottom lines. They will slap advertisements over the most sacred monuments of our sporting landscape. They charge way too much for beer. They take us for granted because they can: They know we're not going anywhere.
But the reason they know we aren't going anywhere is because, deep down, it's not about them -- not really. The teams we cheer for are just public trusts, physical representations of what fandom is, but not actual fandom itself. I have no connection to the actual Illinois men's basketball team. I'm not a college trustee, or a player, or an administrator; if I ran into a player in public, outside the context of the game, they'd just be a college kid with a life that couldn't possibly be more dissimilar to the one I live as a middle-aged man. They just play for a team that I have cheered for since long before they were born, long before their coach was employed by the team, long before the television executives making money off of all of us ever came to town. The enjoyment -- and the sadness -- I get from them is thus entirely mine, something that I share with my friends and family and fellow fans of the team ... but not the team itself. This sounds cynical, but it isn't. It's empowering. The team is ours. Not theirs.
When I watch my Illini in the Final Four this weekend -- and when Connecticut, Michigan and Arizona fans watch their teams in the men's tournament, and Connecticut, UCLA, South Carolina and Texas fans watch their teams in the women's tournament -- they are not just watching humans dribbling and shooting a ball. They're living their own stories, their own histories, their own memories -- and of course creating new ones. They're watching Keaton Wagler and Yaxel Lendeborg and Azzi Fudd and Joyce Edwards, but they're also watching Kenny Battle and Glen Rice and Breanna Stewart and A'ja Wilson, all the players they've watched throughout the years, all the games they'll never forget, all the people they watched those games with -- especially the people who are now gone.
When I watch the Illini this weekend, I will be right there with my grandmother, who left us 20 years ago, and she and her couch will be as vivid as they were in 1989. In 35 years, when my son is my age, he will watch the Illini, perhaps with people not yet born, and remember Sunday, and his grandfather, and his couch. And on it will go. That's what sports is. It's a single, straightforward, instantly understandable story of our lives: who we spent them with, what we shared with them, why they brought us together. Keaton Wagler doesn't know who I am, or who my son is, or who my dad is. He doesn't need to. He'll still be a part of our lives forever. All of it is. That's why we watch.
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What's that mysterious sound in Times Square? Look down.
A trip to one of the most visited yet least acknowledged artworks in the world.

(Petra Peterffy/For The Washington Post)


By Allan Ripp | 2026-04-02
Allan Ripp runs a press relations firm in New York.
It was Wednesday, midmorning, and I was rushing through Times Square for a meeting. Too cold for the Naked Cowboy, too early for heavy foot traffic. I passed by the branded stores, the flashing billboards and the Fantastic World of the Portuguese Sardine, a circus-like food emporium that captures the arc of this historic neighborhood, from Tin Pan Alley to tin-canned fish.
Crossing 46th Street where Seventh Avenue meets Broadway, I stopped abruptly over a grated median plaza, halted by a sound I first heard nearly 50 years ago. It was a vibrating thrum, like something generated by a giant tuning fork or a bell after it's been rung. Peering through the metal slats revealed only the black pit of a subway ventilation shaft, litter strewn 20 feet below. But I instantly knew the source.
It was "Times Square," an all-weather, perpetually humming sound sculpture created by an experimental musician named Max Neuhaus. That there was nothing marking its aural presence at New York's busiest crossroads is by design.
A Beaumont, Texas, native born in 1939, Neuhaus was a conservatory-trained percussionist who wore many hats. He toured the country with modernists Pierre Boulez and Karlheinz Stockhausen but also took jazz drum lessons from Gene Krupa. He later came into his own creating sound installations -- a term he invented to describe compositional works that didn't rely on conventional instruments, performers or score. Instead, he used electronic and acoustic equipment to generate sounds custom-pitched for a particular location.
For his 1967 piece "Fan Music," Neuhaus amplified urban sounds rolling through rooftops along the Bowery, captured by solar-powered cells tucked behind large whirring fans. A few years later he filled the corridor of a Brooklyn subway station with a startling mix of echoing pings and clicks, calling the experience "Walkthrough." Critics lauded him as a "pioneer of sound art." Neuhaus's own vision: "I use sound to change the way we perceive a space."
He expanded on this theme when we met in 1977. I was a junior staffer at an arts and culture magazine, assigned to cover his latest "discoverable." "The proscenium setting is fine for giving concerts," he told me of the traditional theater layout. "But so many generations of acquired preconceptions have made people believe the stage is the only place to make music. I just had to get out."
That led us to the unusual crevices beneath Midtown Manhattan. Neuhaus had been tussling for years with Con Edison and New York's Metropolitan Transit Authority to embed his homemade sound generators in the middle of Times Square, then a hub for porn theaters and sketchy arcades. Because the MTA wouldn't authorize work installed by an individual, he secured approval via a nonprofit he cheekily christened "Hybrid Energies for Acoustic Resources," or HEAR.
Donning a pair of headphones, I followed him down into the ventilation shaft. He explained that when Con Ed balked at connecting his sound machines to the MTA's high-voltage equipment, he improvised by hiring an electrical contractor to run a hookup line to a nearby streetlight. The reverberating tone was amplified by large tweeter speakers, sending a steady, Zen-like hum up to Broadway. It was hypnotic but easy to miss, which was partly the point.
Neuhaus wanted no placards announcing the piece. He preferred people to encounter it by chance without explanation that the sound was for art's sake, even if they had no idea what they were hearing or wondered if it was a subway from Mars. "I'd rather they walk through the space unaware of the vibration than force them to react with more obvious sounds or signs," he explained. How un-Times Square-like.
The Hum hummed merrily along for years, taking a brief hiatus in the 1990s while Neuhaus lived in Europe and couldn't see to its maintenance. By 2002, it was back in action: With support from a local gallery owner, the MTA and the Times Square Business Improvement District, he reinstalled the piece and cranked up the volume to better match the street din. Neuhaus then donated it to the Dia Art Foundation, known for supporting outdoor site-specific projects. Around 2005 the outfit converted the analog-generated sound to a digital file, which resonates up from the subway chamber with the precise acoustics Neuhaus intended. 
Then, as now, no signage was ever posted, ironic given the neighborhood has since become awash in pulsating digital billboards and a neon-lit sardine shop.
Though Neuhaus died in 2009, his creation lives on, striking but obscure. Given the millions of passersby each year, "Times Square" is surely among the most heavily visited yet least acknowledged artworks in the world. A return listen after my meeting clocked scores of pedestrians, including a man in an enormous King Kong outfit, traipsing across the grate oblivious of the masterwork beneath their feet.
One art writer archly proclaimed that the sculpture's "ringing drone subtly altered the sonic environment, rendering aesthetic the area's relentless hubbub." I like to think of it as the hum that never sleeps.
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Unions are on a comeback. Americans are paying the price. 
Unions may be on the rise, but the economic reality of organized labor remains the same. 

Demonstrators during a California Gig Workers Union rally on Oct. 12, 2022, in San Francisco. (Lea Suzuki/San Francisco Chronicle/AP)


By C. Jarrett Dieterle | 2026-04-02
C. Jarrett Dieterle is a legal policy fellow at the Manhattan Institute.
Organized labor has allegedly been on life support for years, with many in the press going so far as to prepare obituaries. One writer bid "farewell to America's middle class," noting that "unions are basically dead." Others observed that membership was shrinking and that the movement had lost its political punch.
But after more than a decade of setbacks, labor unions appear to be on the mend with a string of recent victories. While the political left -- and, increasingly, elements of the right -- welcome this development, everyday Americans will pay the price.
The storyline of declining union power is compelling. In the 1950s, one-third of American workers were members of a labor union. Last year, the number sat at 10 percent. While the country's shift from a manufacturing to a service-based economy drove much of this decline, labor law also played a role.
Right-to-work statutes, which allow employees to opt out of unions and avoid paying dues, were officially born with the passage of the Taft-Hartley Act in 1947. More than 20 states passed such provisions by 1985, and another six joined their ranks between 2012 and 2017. That was accompanied by at least two watershed developments. In 2011, Wisconsin passed Act 10, curtailing collective bargaining rights among public-sector unions, which in turn triggered numerous other states to follow suit. Seven years later, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in Janus v. AFSCME that public employees who refuse to join a union can't be forced to pay "fair share fees."
Yet despite those changes, it appears reports of organized labor's death were greatly exaggerated.
Consider Utah, which in February 2025 passed a comprehensive ban on public-sector collective bargaining. That seemed like another arrow in the side of unions and a boon to the taxpayers. One estimate found that Wisconsin's limit on such bargaining has saved the Badger State over $35 billion since 2011. Similar benefits would have accrued out West -- if the law had survived. Ten months after the bill's enactment, Utah's Republican legislature and governor repealed it in the face of public pressure. Wisconsin's Act 10, meanwhile, is held up in litigation and may be struck down by the liberal majority on the state's supreme court.
The same dynamic is playing out elsewhere across the country. Virginia banned collective bargaining for public employees in 1977 but has let localities allow it since 2021. The Democratic-controlled government under Gov. Abigail Spanberger is now expected to mandate it for state and local government employees. Lawmakers in Richmond are also pressuring Spanberger to repeal the commonwealth's right-to-work statute. Missouri and Michigan have rescinded theirs in recent years.
Union power is also spreading to new sectors of the economy. In 2024, Massachusetts voters passed a ballot measure allowing gig workers to unionize, a longtime goal of organized labor. California did the same in October 2025, and other capitals are expected to consider similar measures in the coming years.
So far, the union comeback has mostly been confined to courthouses and state legislatures. Membership hardly budged last year, rising from 9.9 percent of U.S. workers in 2024 to 10 percent in 2025. Yet if more states continue to mandate collective bargaining for public-sector workers -- or decide to repeal right-to-work statutes for the private sector -- rates can be expected to rise in those jurisdictions. If workers at a unionized shop are forced to pay dues regardless of their membership status, more will opt in as the financial incentive to remain unorganized slips away.
At the same time, while maintaining its long-standing association with the Democratic Party, organized labor has started to attract allies on the right. President Donald Trump courted unionized workers during his 2024 campaign, and Teamsters President Sean O'Brien spoke at the 2024 GOP convention. Vice President JD Vance and Sen. Josh Hawley (R-Missouri) have also become strong pro-labor voices within the party. Both have publicly criticized right-to-work laws, something that would have been anathema within the GOP a few years ago.
Yet while many may celebrate the reemergence of organized labor, research shows that American taxpayers, consumers and even workers themselves are better off in right-to-work states. Manhattan Institute research has found that right-to-work laws generate stronger labor markets and sharply raise a state's manufacturing share of employment. Those locales also feature lower unemployment and child poverty rates.
The cost of public-sector unionization is even starker. The Heritage Foundation has found that mandatory collective bargaining for public employees increases annual state spending by up to $750 per person. As ever, the way to accommodate that increase is by raising taxes. For a family of four, this could amount to an increased tax burden of several thousand dollars a year.
As Virginia pursues mandated collective bargaining for government workers, local governments are already calculating that it could cost them anywhere between $50,000 and $403 million over a two-year period. The annual estimate for the commonwealth runs to $50 million. The taxpayer will end up footing the bill through higher taxes and other revenue-generating fees as localities and the state scramble to cover the cost of increased salaries and staffing. A local Democratic official in Northern Virginia said the bill would be the "largest tax increase in Virginia history" and could "bankrupt local governments and bankrupt school divisions."
The left and populist right think they're helping workers by championing unions. It's a nice thought -- but while the politics may have changed, the economic reality remains the same. Resuscitating organized labor won't enhance our shared prosperity; it'll just stick Americans with weaker job markets and higher taxes.
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The Post's View
Another blow to blue-state business hubs
Apollo is eyeing a new headquarters in Florida or Texas.

South Point Park in Miami Beach on Aug. 4, 2025. (Jc Milhet/Hans Lucas/AFP/Getty Images)


By Editorial Board | 2026-04-02
Another major U.S. company is opting to expand outside the jurisdiction of high-tax blue states. In other news, it's a Thursday.
Apollo Global Management Inc. is planning to open a second U.S. headquarters in either south Florida or Texas. The investment giant already has a headquarters in New York City, but says it expects most of its future growth to take place in the new location.
This is just another example of what seems to be an accelerating trend. High-tax states like New York, California and Massachusetts continue to take for granted their status as business hubs as major employers look for places with lower costs to expand or set up shop.
These states have failed to strike a balance between expensive progressive policies and shaking down the businesses that bankroll them. New York ranked last on the Tax Foundation's 2026 competitiveness index. Massachusetts and California were also in the bottom ten.
The pandemic broke the spell. The flexibility of remote work allowed businesses -- as well as their owners and employees -- to get a taste of better governance and higher quality of life at a lower price. From 2020 to 2023, about 2.5 percent of the country's investment companies relocated their headquarters to a different state.
Various major investment firms are expanding beyond traditional financial hubs, reflecting a broader geographic shift in the industry. An Apollo spokesperson told Bloomberg that the company's new headquarters is "driven by the talent we want to hire and the firm we want to be. New York does not have a monopoly on talent."
Florida and Texas have emerged as the biggest beneficiaries of this migration. Companies such as Citadel, ARK Investment Management, and Icahn Capital Management have established a growing presence in the Sunshine State, while Wells Fargo & Co. is relocating its wealth management headquarters from San Francisco to West Palm Beach.
Texas continues to attract expansion from players like Vanguard, Fidelity, and Goldman Sachs. Charles Schwab moved its headquarters from San Francisco to the Dallas area in 2021. Beyond these two states, North Carolina and Tennessee are also gaining ground, drawing hundreds of billions in new assets.
It isn't just assets migrating south. Talent pipelines are also expanding geographically. California and the northeast's vice grip on higher education is slackening as SEC schools grow in popularity.
Last month, Gov. Kathy Hochul (D-New York) conceded that businesses are leaving the state "because of the tax rate." The governor called on wealthy New Yorkers to go down to Palm Beach to see who they "can bring back home." Hochul's envoys would have an easier time if they could promise lower taxes.
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The Post's View
Can Europe get serious on energy?
We know the Europeans can run a committee. But can they stand on their own two feet?

Prime Minister Keir Starmer at Downing Street on Wednesday. (Frank Augstein/AP)


By Editorial Board | 2026-04-01
President Donald Trump bashing America's European allies is nothing new, but this week's fight stood out as particularly intense. The question is whether the rough rhetoric that pushed Europe to increase defense spending can get the continent to wake up on energy security.
"Go get your own oil!" Trump told European allies on Truth Social this week. He added that Britain, where jet fuel is reportedly running low, should "build up some delayed courage" and simply take oil from the blockaded Strait of Hormuz: "You'll have to start learning how to fight for yourself, the U.S.A. won't be there to help you anymore."
British Prime Minister Keir Starmer got the message and is convening a virtual summit "to focus and unite efforts to reopen the Strait of Hormuz." The talks -- which will include roughly half of the European Union, along with Asian allies like Japan and South Korea -- will focus on diplomatic efforts to reopen the strait once military operations end.
"This is not our war," Starmer told his country on Wednesday. And, fair enough, Trump erred by not trying to build consensus with allies ahead of the war. Yet that doesn't excuse decades of European strategic malpractice on energy.
The United Kingdom and E.U. countries will hold talks this week about increasing energy supplies, but there's little sign of revisiting the bloc's legally binding net-zero targets. Starmer proudly stated on Wednesday that Britain would stabilize matters "by investing in clean British energy" -- while praising his government for extending windfall taxes on oil and gas companies. In other words, amid an energy crisis, he was bragging about making it even less profitable to extract oil from the U.K.'s own North Sea.
Hard power matters too. While no one serious expects European powers to hold the Strait of Hormuz open by themselves, they should at least aspire to be able to do so at some point in the future. Despite increased military spending in the past few years, too many European governments are moving too slowly.
The U.K.'s armed forces are looking particularly toothless lately, and there does not appear to be nearly enough urgency around a rebuild. The French, too, are looking stretched. Germany has moved faster but decades of neglect mean the country still has a way to go.
Europe needs to do more than convene planning sessions if it wants to ensure the free flow of goods in a world of escalating geopolitical rivalry.
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The Post's View
The Supreme Court's middle way on birthright citizenship
The court doesn't need to rule on the 14th Amendment, Justices Gorsuch and Kavanaugh observe.

People demonstrate outside the U.S. Supreme Court on Wednesday in D.C. (Al Drago/Getty Images)


By Editorial Board | 2026-04-01
The Supreme Court heard arguments Wednesday on President Donald Trump's 2025 executive order restricting birthright citizenship, and a majority of the justices sounded skeptical. But the court has two paths to block Trump's order, and it matters which one it takes.
The first path is a sweeping constitutional ruling that the 14th Amendment of 1868 requires automatic citizenship for anyone born to immigrants in the country illegally, for now and all time. The second is a narrower ruling that blocks Trump's unilateral effort to rewrite U.S. citizenship rules but leaves the door cracked for Congress to legislate on the subject in the future.
Two justices sounded potentially open to the more modest resolution. The 14th Amendment promises citizenship to anyone "subject to the jurisdiction" of the United States and born on its soil. Trump and briefs supporting him make the case that this is a term of art. Those who advocated the provision after the Civil War, they argue, meant to exclude people subject to a foreign sovereign.
But even if that were true -- the evidence is apparently mixed -- Congress has passed immigration law in the meantime that the Supreme Court can rely on. In particular, the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952 uses the same phrase about "jurisdiction," and legislators who passed that law seemed to take birthright citizenship for granted.
As Justice Neil M. Gorsuch put it, "there was a lot of water over the dam" between the 1868 amendment and the 1952 law. The Trump administration claims the modern "misreading" of the 14th Amendment took root during the Franklin D. Roosevelt years. But if the modern understanding was also the understanding when Congress legislated on citizenship in the mid-20th century using the same terms, then that is enough to invalidate Trump's order.
As Gorsuch asked Solicitor General D. John Sauer: "Would there be an argument for reading that statute under its original plain meaning at the time -- 1940, 1952 -- to perhaps have a different meaning than the Constitution?" In other words: Even if the 14th Amendment doesn't mandate unrestricted birthright citizenship, Congress might have done so.
Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh also pressed that point. The 14th Amendment explicitly authorizes Congress to enforce its provisions. "Does that give Congress room," Kavanaugh asked Sauer, to adjust the scope of birthright citizenship?
He put the same question to Cecillia Wang, the lawyer for the American Civil Liberties Union. He proposed a hypothetical where Congress voted "435 to zero in the House and a hundred to zero in the Senate" to change birthright citizenship rules: "Your point is no, they're closed, they're frozen forever?"
Kavanaugh pointed out that the Supreme Court usually tries to avoid constitutional decisions if it can resolve a case based on a law Congress has passed. "Why would we address the constitutional issue," he asked Wang, when "our usual practice -- as you're well aware, of course -- is to resolve things on statutory grounds?"
Gorsuch and Kavanaugh are pointing to a potential middle ground for the Supreme Court. The justices need not define the scope of the 14th Amendment's citizenship clause right now. They can allow the people's elected representatives in Congress to actually debate the policy and consider whether any changes are needed.
If a decision to restrict birthright citizenship were ever arrived at through the normal democratic process, the Supreme Court could then decide if the revisions pass constitutional muster. This isn't just a technicality. Americans' rights are best protected when policy is made, at least in the first instance, by the legislature -- not the executive and the courts.
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The Post's View
America launches its bid to reach Mars
The Artemis II mission is an extraordinary feat of American ingenuity. 

The crew of the Artemis II mission greet people before driving to the launchpad at the Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral, Florida, on Wednesday. (Joe Skipper/Reuters)


By Editorial Board | 2026-04-01
The launch of NASA's Orion spacecraft off the coast of Florida on Wednesday began the first crewed flight around the moon in  a half-century. But it also marked the beginning of something more exciting: The Artemis II mission is America's opening bid for deep space exploration -- an ambition that is well worth its hefty price tag.
Some taxpayers watching Artemis II might think, "Been there, done that." Americans first went to the moon in 1969. And by the time the Artemis program puts humans back on the moon's surface in 2028, it's projected to cost $105 billion.
This mission is best understood not as a return to the moon, but as the stepping stone to landing humans on Mars. NASA's robots have discovered tantalizing clues to potential ancient microbes on the Red Planet. The space agency is hoping to use Artemis II to help demonstrate life-support and communications systems for a Mars mission, which would take two to three years round trip. Perfecting that technology is the largest remaining technical hurdle to sending humans to Mars.
The agency also hopes this flight can lead to a permanent human presence on the lunar surface, which would involve setting up a colony and regularly launching crewed spaceflights there. Such a colony -- as well as a "Gateway" space station above the moon -- could support research on  Earth's partner in orbit and serve as a training ground for a Mars mission.
At the very least, the Artemis program showcases the dynamism of the U.S. space industry, where private companies are competing to deliver engineering marvels. SpaceX, which filed to go public on Wednesday·, is leading that race, which is why it was awarded contracts to develop the human landing systems for the Artemis III and IV missions. Blue Origin, founded by Post owner Jeff Bezos, has a contract to develop a lander for Artemis V.
This year's Artemis flight will break new barriers, carrying four astronauts farther from Earth than any of their predecessors. And NASA will do so at just a fraction of the cost of the Apollo program, in inflation-adjusted terms, and with less than half the workforce.
As China ramps up its efforts to send humans to the moon by 2030, these are accomplishments worth celebrating. The  United States can one day reap the rewards of these scientific endeavors if it keeps investing in exploration.
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Opinions
Trump's hypocrisy on voting is hard to stomach as a military man
A gap grows between leaders who make policy and those who serve and care about democracy.

An election worker removes a ballot from an envelope on Nov. 5, 2024, in Phoenix. (Patrick T. Fallon/AFP via Getty Images)


By Theodore R. Johnson | 2026-04-02
In October 2000, while stationed in San Diego, my home state absentee ballot arrived from North Carolina a few weeks before the presidential election. However, for my vote to count, I had to find two witnesses to watch me complete the ballot and sign their names to verify it. Uninterested in bringing politics into my unit, I waited. Days later, terrorists attacked the USS Cole off the coast of Yemen. The week of the election, my ship deployed to the Persian Gulf.
By Thanksgiving, with the election results still trapped in a Florida recount, we were steaming toward conflict without knowing whose orders we'd follow once there -- and my only voice in the matter was an empty ballot left in my car's glove compartment, stateside.
Last month, President Donald Trump submitted his Florida absentee ballot by mail from his Palm Beach resort. Trump began last week telling law enforcement officials that "Mail-in voting means mail-in cheating."
But the next day, his mail-in ballot was counted in a special election for a seat in the state legislature. When a reporter pressed him on the contradiction, Trump responded, "You know what, because I'm president of the United States." Looking to further explain his use of an absentee ballot, Trump said his proposed policy -- outlined in the Save America Act that now sits before the Senate -- allows a few exceptions for mailing in ballots, such as for those voters who are disabled, in the military or away long-term on business; none of these applied to Trump in this election. As The Post has reported, the president was in Palm Beach in March during early voting. He claimed the exception, though, citing he was too busy, so he mailed it in.
He is also commander in chief -- and he goes to war the same way he votes: at his convenience, from Mar-a-Lago and without fully explaining himself. Trump announced the start of combat operations in Iran during a prerecorded video from his private club, the first time much of Congress, the American people and most of the military learned of the matter. Afterward, he hosted a fundraising dinner while families across the country wondered what war would mean for them. This is what happens when the people making policy -- for war or democracy -- can exempt themselves from the consequences of their decisions.
The easy use of the military and democracy for political expedience reduces faith in both, casting them as tools for partisan goals rather than civic institutions that strengthen the nation. Political and economic elites are mostly insulated from the repercussions, while the public feels the democratic strain more than the sacrifices of war. But service members are left to pay dues twice -- once in war and once at the ballot box, with only an avoidant Congress to protect their interests and a patchwork of state voting laws to voice their preferences back home.
The result is a system where war is cheap for the people who don't fight it and democracy is costly for the people who do.
This is not specific to Trump, and it didn't happen on its own. In "Bend but Do Not Break," a book examining the all-volunteer armed forces, scholars of civil-military relations argue that the end of the draft, advances in technology and the intrusion of partisanship have increased the distance between the military, the people and elected officials. Civilian leaders' use of the military for political gain disrupts democratic norms of apolitical armed forces beholden to laws rather than to politicians. Partisan animus infects democracy and contributes to declining confidence and public trust in the military. And precision missions by Special Operations forces and the ability to wage war from a distance lower the bar for using force, which can encourage adventurism -- in places such as Venezuela and Iran.
Amid the politics are service members and their families caught in the middle, trying to navigate life in the military. It remains one of the nation's most politically, racially and geographically diverse institutions. But fewer Americans today have connections to someone serving in the military, and in 2024, the secretary of the Army noted that more than 80 percent of recruits come from military families. That separateness between service members and the public creates a warrior caste, where the military essentially becomes a family business.
While their right to vote is no more sacred than anyone else's, their service is a distinct claim to that right. And casting a ballot should be easier for them than it is for the commander in chief.
In October 2008, stateside but stationed 700 miles away from my home state after a few years overseas, I received an absentee ballot. The two-witness requirement was still in place, and ballots had to be received back home no later than Election Day, no excuses. It was a hassle, but I finally voted, for the first time.
Trump seems intent on making absentee voting a hassle for everyone. The Save America Act's restrictive requirements, a Supreme Court skeptical of laws allowing late-arriving ballots and ever-changing state rules mean voting will never be as convenient in uniform as it is for politicians claiming special privilege. And on Tuesday, Trump issued an executive order directing the U.S. Postal Service not to deliver mail-in ballots to anyone not listed in a new registry for citizens.
The military and democracy are all-volunteer. The nation's well-being depends on people opting in to both -- an outcome more likely when these institutions have the public's trust and engagement, principled leaders who lead by example, and a commitment to the ideals that make service and sacrifice worth choosing.
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Letters to the Editor
Where Medicare Advantage is falling short 
Seniors' health care coverage, AI adoption and MFN drug pricing, in readers' eyes.

(Rebecca S. Gratz/For The Washington Post)


By Letters to the Editor | 2026-04-01
As a geriatrician with decades of experience caring for older adults with multiple chronic conditions, I was troubled by the March 28 online Health article "Why millions of seniors have suddenly lost health care coverage."
In my practice, I regularly sit with patients much like Anthony J. Petchkis from rural New Hampshire, who suddenly lost his Medicare Advantage coverage. I work with artists, retirees and neighbors managing heart disease, diabetes, cancer, arthritis and multiple daily medications on very limited incomes.
Medicare Advantage plans attracted millions with generous benefits, but their retreat when profits tighten reveals a fundamental flaw: Private insurers are not required to provide year-to-year stability, which is especially dangerous in rural areas with high-need patients.
Policymakers should act to protect continuity of care, strengthen support for supplemental coverage in traditional Medicare, and ensure rural communities are not left behind. Elders deserve reliable and compassionate coverage.
Raya Elfadel Kheirbek, Baltimore
The writer is division head of gerontology, geriatrics and palliative medicine at the University of Maryland's School of Medicine.
The March 28 online Health article highlighted one of the ways private health insurers let us down: They withdraw from markets where profit objectives are not being met. Patients often must find a new doctor or have their treatments interrupted or denied.
In Maine, where I live, Northern Light Health, a nonprofit conglomerate of hospitals and other providers, recently withdrew from Humana's Medicare Advantage network, citing "delayed and denied payments for medically necessary care."
Unlike traditional Medicare, Medicare Advantage plans require prior authorization for many tests, medicines and procedures, placing an onerous administrative burden on clinicians, which exacerbates the workforce shortage and can lead to delays in diagnosis and treatment.
Publicly funded health coverage would eliminate the inefficient process of routing public funds through private insurers with Medicare Advantage, where 12 to 18 percent is lost to administrative overhead and profit, compared with 1 percent spent on overhead in traditional Medicare.
Best of all, Medicare's overriding mission is not to maximize profits but to promote the general welfare of Americans.
Michael P. Bacon, Westbrook, Maine
The March 29 Business article "Can $50 billion and AI make rural America healthy?" correctly pointed out that there are gaps in rural health care, including workforce shortages, chronic underfunding and declining reimbursement.
But AI cannot set a fracture, perform a complex cancer surgery, manage a trauma or navigate the nuance of an elderly patient with multiple comorbidities. Medicine is not merely data processing; it involves judgment, context and human connection. As a physician, surgeon, educator and researcher who uses AI often and focuses on disparities in access to care, I must emphatically state that the comments of the health secretary and the administrator of the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services do not reflect a real innovation. It is a convenient deflection from the harder, costlier work of rebuilding a fragile health care system. No algorithm can replace the absence of a physician in a rural emergency room or a nurse at the bedside.
Technology can act as a support, but we must invest in people, physicians, nurses and sustainable infrastructure to improve health care. Rural communities deserve the same standard of care we expect for ourselves: accessible, accountable and human.
Patricio M. Polanco, Dallas
The writer, a gastrointestinal surgical oncologist, is a professor of surgery and director of robotic surgery training at the University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center.
Brandon N. Owens and Morgan Bazilian's March 27 op-ed, "AI's unquenchable thirst goes beyond electricity," rightly flagged water as an overlooked factor in data center growth. But the piece described an industry that is already moving past the problem it identifies.
I have spent more than two decades in thermal engineering, and my team has built the cooling infrastructure behind six of the top 10 supercomputers in the world. The evaporative systems the authors describe are real, and water conservation should always be top of mind. But a different approach to cooling advanced AI servers and data centers has already been adopted at scale: closed-loop direct liquid cooling that brings fluid directly to individual chips, recirculates it and doesn't require the use of cooling towers.
Direct liquid cooling is more efficient than traditional air cooling and which can significantly reduce overall data center energy consumption. That matters because electricity generation, not the data center itself, is typically the largest source of its total water footprint.
The technology to build data centers that use less water and operate more effectively already exists. The risk is not that data centers will drain the water supply. It is that public debate, and the regulation that follows, will be shaped by how facilities used to operate rather than how they operate today. That gap between perception and engineering reality must close to ensure policy reflects the pace of innovation.
Rich Whitmore, Buffalo
The writer is president and CEO of Motivair by Schneider Electric.
Regarding the March 23 online Health Brief, "White House pitches pharma on pricing draft":
The administration's effort to codify "most favored nation" (MFN) drug pricing is the wrong approach if America wants to maintain its biopharmaceutical leadership.
MFN pricing ignores the real problems in the system and won't lower prices for patients. For example, patients abroad wait, on average, nearly three years longer for new treatments than patients in the United States do, according to PhRMA's analysis. Adopting MFN price controls risks bringing access delays home.
America's biopharmaceutical sector supports millions of high-wage jobs and is a leader in global medical innovation. That reflects sustained investment and policies that reward risk-taking and discovery. MFN price controls threaten to undermine the ecosystem that has made the U.S. the global leader in developing new cures.
Early signs from the Inflation Reduction Act, the first attempt at price controls, are clear: Small-molecule investment is down by 70 percent, and the monthly average number of post-approval clinical trials for cancer has fallen by 40 percent. Doubling down with price controls would only make it worse.
Lori M. Reilly, Washington
The writer is chief operating officer of PhRMA.
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Opinions
Trump's gain with Hispanics is evaporating. Republicans should worry.
The GOP's biggest 2024 asset is turning into a midterm liability.

Then-presidential candidate Donald Trump arrives for a Latinos for Trump Coalition roundtable at Arizona Grand Resort & Spa in Phoenix on Sept. 14, 2020. (Andrew Harnik/AP)


By Henry Olsen | 2026-04-01
Henry Olsen is a senior fellow at the Ethics and Public Policy Center.
A strong rightward shift among Hispanics was one of the big reasons President Donald Trump and the Republican Party won in 2024. Two years later, Hispanics' apparent movement back to the Democrats could be the biggest reason for a major GOP midterm defeat.
As Hispanic voters go, so goes the nation?
Hispanic voters were one of the 2024 election's biggest stories. National exit polls estimated that Vice President Kamala Harris carried the demographic by a mere five percentage points, down from the 33-point margin President Joe Biden secured just four years before. And note: Biden's victory was smaller than Hillary Clinton's 38-point advantage with Hispanics in 2016 and Barack Obama's 44-point landslide in 2012.
This dramatic change, coming on the heels of a slower move in the same direction, hinted at a durable realignment, and it jolted Democrats. The party had long relied on Hispanics, one of the country's fastest-growing demographic groups, to make up for its decline with White voters without a college degree. If the trend stabilized -- or worse, continued -- Democrats would suddenly find it nearly impossible to win the presidency.
Well, they can exhale -- at least for the moment -- because the data show Hispanics sharply reverting to their pre-2024 habits.
This week, I looked at all the polls of registered or likely voters in the RealClearPolitics job approval index that also provide data for Hispanics. On aggregate, Trump's job approval among Hispanics was a mere 33.7 percent for the seven polls. That's not much different from the 32 percent share he won from Hispanic voters in 2020.
Results from recent elections support the polling. NBC News analyst Steve Kornacki found that Democrat Mikie Sherrill won heavily Hispanic towns in last year's New Jersey gubernatorial election by margins close to or greater than Biden's in 2020. Virginia data indicate Democrat Abigail Spanberger also carried Hispanic areas by much larger margins than Harris did.
Results like that in November would probably doom Republicans' chances of keeping control of the House. Seven GOP incumbents hold marginal districts where Hispanics are 14 percent or more of the citizen voting-age population. Eight potential GOP pickup seats also have Hispanic voting populations of that size. It's virtually impossible for Republicans to win a majority if they lose in all of these districts.
The Hispanic vote could prove decisive in the Senate, too. Most of the Senate seats in play this cycle have small Hispanic populations, but Hispanic voters made up 8 percent of 2024 voters in North Carolina. Trump carried Hispanics there; if Democratic nominee Roy Cooper can win them by a large margin, it will be very hard for GOP nominee Michael Whatley to prevail.
Hispanic voters could also be the difference in states with smaller population shares. In 2024, Republican Mike Rogers lost Michigan's Senate race by only 19,000 votes even as Trump carried the state. That was likely due to his shortfall among the 6 percent of voters who were Hispanic. Rogers carried them by 11 percentage points while Trump won them by 21, according to exit polls. Hispanics cast some 334,000 votes for senator, meaning Rogers's deficiency cost him about 33,000 votes, more than his losing margin.
Then there's Texas. Democrats think they can put the Lone Star State in play if Republicans nominate hard-right Attorney General Ken Paxton. In 2024, Hispanics cast 26 percent of the vote, and Trump won them by 10 percentage points. In 2018, Democrat Beto O'Rourke won Hispanics by 29 points when he came close to toppling Sen. Ted Cruz (R). Returning to those numbers, as the data suggest is possible, would make the seat vulnerable to a strong challenge by state Rep. James Talarico, the Democratic nominee.
It's easy to see why Hispanics might be souring on Trump. His often ham-fisted immigration enforcement tactics have the greatest direct impact on Hispanic communities, given their predominance among the undocumented immigrant population. Hispanics are also disproportionately working class. They suffer a lot from continued inflation, the slowing job market and a lack of real-wage growth. Disappointment and anger on the economy and immigration surely contribute to the low job approval ratings Trump is getting from them.
Still, the Democratic Party shouldn't get too comfortable. Hispanics have not started to think of themselves as Democrats again. A recent study by YouGov found that Democrats' advantage in how Hispanic voters identified by party fell from 34 percentage points in 2007 to 15 in 2025. That last number is only a point higher than it was in 2024 and remains well below the 26-point Democratic advantage from 2020.
Hispanic independents may be swinging against Trump's GOP this year, but these voters have not recommitted to a party many decided no longer had their backs.
Republicans and Democrats both have a long way to go to secure Hispanics' trust -- in November and beyond. Whichever party does better at that will go a long way toward determining whether the midterms are a mild rebuke or a decisive rejection of Trump's second term.
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Opinions
Cartoon by Lisa Benson
Lisa Benson cartoon on the Strait of Hormuz, Iran and the global economy.

(Lisa Benson/Tribune Content Agency)


By Lisa Benson | 2026-04-01

(Lisa Benson/Tribune Content Agency)
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Opinions
Don't believe the claim about war and the economy
The "wartime economy" fairy tale misunderstands what GDP measures.

(Illustration by Washington Post staff/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Julia R. Cartwright | 2026-04-01
Julia R. Cartwright is a senior research fellow in law and economics at the American Institute for Economic Research.
Whenever a war or military buildup arrives, it is accompanied by a curious reassurance from commentators and officials: Military spending is good for the economy because as defense contracts are awarded, factories hum, unemployment ticks down and gross domestic product climbs.
But this assumption rests on a misunderstanding of what GDP measures and what it doesn't.
GDP is the sum of four categories: consumer spending, investment, government expenditures and net exports. Every dollar spent by the government counts the same as every dollar of consumer spending. A billion dollars spent on a new hospital wing adds the same to GDP as a billion dollars spent on artillery shells.
A distinction should be made.
Consumer spending and investment dominate healthy economies because they are disciplined by reality. When millions of people independently decide what to buy, whether it's a new car or a medical procedure, they cast a vote with their own money about what is valuable to them.
Prices rise where demand is strong, signaling producers to make more. Prices fall where demand weakens, signaling them to make less. Resources flow continuously toward their most productive uses, guided not by decree but by the sum of the preferences of millions of people. This is why private markets -- for all their imperfections -- tend to generate genuine wealth.
Government spending operates by different rules. Some of it is valuable, such as public health infrastructure, education, basic research, courts and contracts. But government budgets are not disciplined in the same way.
Unlike private expenditures, which reflect individuals spending their own income, public spending must be financed. It comes from taxes, which reduce private purchasing power; borrowing, which shifts the burden to future taxpayers; or money creation, which risks inflation. In each case, resources are being reallocated, not created.
Defense procurement has produced $10,000 toilet covers and contracts have seen billion-dollar cost overruns. The F-35 fighter jet program, now projected to exceed $2 trillion, has faced persistent questions about performance. The Pentagon even buried evidence of $125 billion in bureaucratic waste. With war spending, these distortions are amplified: The product is not something anyone voluntarily purchases. It is death and destruction.
During World War II, U.S. GDP surged but Americans faced rationing of meat, butter, gasoline and shoes. New car production was halted, consumer goods disappeared from shelves, and factories that made refrigerators instead produced military equipment. GDP said the economy was booming. But declining living standards told a different story. Resources had been redirected toward the war effort. The guns came, quite literally, at the cost of the butter.
These reallocations have lasting effects. When workers and capital move into defense industries, civilian sectors shrink. Ford, General Motors and Chrysler halted civilian automobile production entirely from early 1942 to 1945, retooling their lines for tanks, jeeps, and bombers, delaying civilian automobile innovation. Nylon, invented in 1938, was diverted to parachutes, freezing its consumer market in place. Electrical engineers who might have pioneered consumer electronics spent their most productive years designing radar systems and proximity fuses.
There are recent examples too. Following 9/11, U.S. defense spending increased significantly, contributing to GDP growth in the early 2000s. Yet this period was also marked by rising deficits and, ultimately, the financial crisis of 2008.
To sustain its ongoing war in Ukraine, Russia is spending more than 7 percent of GDP on its military. This has helped it avoid immediate economic collapse from sanctions. But while GDP numbers have held up, they conceal an economy being consumed from within; workers diverted from productive industries, goods scarcer and inflation rising. Avoiding collapse is not the same as creating prosperity.
This is not an argument against maintaining a military or fighting necessary wars. It is an argument for honesty about what GDP measures. Economic growth is not simply the volume of spending; it is the creation of value. That means goods and services that people want, that improve their lives and expand future possibilities. By that standard, war is not a source of prosperity but a diversion from it.
GDP can tell you how much money is being spent. It cannot tell you whether that spending is making people better off.
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Opinions
Braiding hair? That'll require 500 training hours and a permit.
Louisiana's licensing rules are strangling businesses for no good reason. 

(Michelle Kondrich/For The Washington Post)


By Sarah Harbison | 2026-04-01
You're reading Red Tape, a newsletter on the consequences of overregulation. Click here to get it in your inbox.
Sarah Harbison is general counsel for the Pelican Institute for Public Policy.
Ashley N'Dakpri grew up watching her aunt run Afro Touch, a New Orleans hair-braiding shop. She learned the craft as a child and eventually took over Afro Touch's Gretna, Louisiana, location, building a thriving business as natural hair styling boomed. Then the state stepped in. The Louisiana Board of Cosmetology informed her that without an "alternative hair design" permit -- requiring 500 hours of government-mandated training -- she was braiding hair illegally.
Even though N'Dakpri had spent years perfecting her trade and helping her customers, she needed a government permission slip to keep working.
Louisiana ranks among the most heavily licensed states in the country. Nearly 1 in 5 workers must obtain an occupational license to practice their trade, including librarians and makeup artists. The average licensing fee exceeds $300, and the Institute for Justice ranks the Pelican State sixth worst in the nation for licensing burdens and number of licenses (the state with the best rating is Wyoming). For low-to-moderate-income workers, this isn't a bureaucratic inconvenience. It is a genuine barrier to economic survival.
Hair braiding illustrates exactly how licensing regimes get turned against the people they claim to protect. Thirty-seven states have exempted braiders from licensure entirely, recognizing that a skill passed down through generations and practiced safely across the country simply doesn't require government permission. Mississippi reformed its licensing rules in 2005 and now just requires braiders to pay a $25 registration fee, follow basic health guidelines and pass a sanitation test. As of 2022, the Magnolia State had nearly 7,000 registered hair braiders. Louisiana has 124 permit holders. The chilling effect in Louisiana is so severe that braiders will leave the state rather than go through hundreds of hours of training. Louisiana's rules don't protect consumers; they export entrepreneurs.
That's why it is alarming that a bill moving through the 2026 Louisiana legislative session would actually increase the training requirement from 500 to 600 hours and require coursework at a registered cosmetology school on topics including the "ancient origins of braiding." There's a motive hiding in plain sight: 600 hours is precisely the federal threshold that unlocks Title IV student loan funds for vocational programs. More red tape, more debt, more cosmetology school revenue -- and fewer braiders.
State Rep. Mike Bayham (R) has offered a far more sensible alternative. His bill would replace the existing permit with a simple annual certification requiring safety and sanitation training, a 20-question exam and a fee. Bayham's proposal is a proportionate response to a legitimate concern. That's what good government looks like.
Louisiana's occupational licensing reform story proves progress is possible and the stakes of backsliding are real.
In 2022, state Rep. Aimee Freeman (D-New Orleans) sponsored a bill known as the Right to Earn a Living Act. It requires licensing boards to justify their regulations based on legitimate public health, safety, welfare or fiduciary concerns and gives Louisianans the legal standing to challenge rules that fail that test. The bill was signed into law in 2022 and is a bipartisan win that protects the right to earn a living.
Gov. Jeff Landry (R) signed the Welcome Home Act in 2024, one of the broadest universal license recognition reforms in the country, allowing qualified workers with out-of-state licenses to work in Louisiana without repeating training or testing. The same year, the legislature passed a bill, also sponsored by Bayham, repealing Louisiana's most embarrassing licensing relic: the only state-mandated florist license in the nation. For decades, Louisiana required aspiring florists to pass a government exam before legally selling a flower arrangement. The organization I represent, the Pelican Institute, fought for repeal for years. A two-decade battle, finally won.
These victories followed a clear playbook: document the harm, make the case, build coalitions, change the law. But they also illustrate how vigilant reformers must remain. The same protectionist impulses that created the florist license are alive in the state's treatment of hair braiders. Vested interests will always seek to use licensing as a competitive moat rather than a consumer protection. The health-and-safety argument for 500 hours of mandatory training does not hold up to scrutiny. That's why most states don't even require licenses for their hair braiders. What Louisiana's licensing regime actually produces is fewer entrepreneurs, higher prices and diminished opportunity for the mostly working-class, Black women who make up the majority of this profession.
Louisiana has the tools to fix this. Pass Bayham's bill. Continue to reduce onerous licensing requirements and make it easier to be an entrepreneur. The women who braid hair in Louisiana want to be able to build a business and work in their communities without being smothered by a government rule book. It's hard to braid hair when your hands are bound with red tape.
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Coffin nails and the habit that defies burial
There now are so few norms to transgress, for some aspiring renegades smoking must suffice.

(Douglas Graham/Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division)


By George F. Will | 2026-04-01
In the 1950s, when half of American adults smoked, many freshmen unpacking at college were greeted by upperclassmen paid by tobacco companies to distribute free cigarettes. In 1964, the U.S. surgeon general said smoking causes lung cancer. Most people, however, had long intuited that inhaling smoke from a burning plant is unhealthy. In a 1906 O. Henry short story, a character asks, "Say, sport, have you got a coffin nail on you?"
To enhance the credibility of the 1964 report, five of the 10 members chosen for the committee that wrote it were smokers. In her "The Cigarette: A Political History" (2019), Sarah Milov wrote that the committee "convened in a room at the National Library of Medicine. The air was thick with smoke and the table covered in papers and ashtrays."
Until the mid-20th century, smoking seemed sophisticated and glamorous. When it became perceived as dumb and declasse, life became more regressive: The broadly educated, information-acquiring middle class heeded public health warnings, others not so much. Now, because learning, like everything else, is perishable, smoking is making a mild comeback.
During the pandemic, when health fears left isolated people with time on their hands, some picked up cigarettes. The covid-era smoking surge abated, but now some celebrities are lighting up. (Perhaps celebrity really does subtract from intelligence.) And more smoking is appearing in movies. (Perhaps the surgeon general should label Hollywood carcinogenic.) This is an era in which, depressingly, "influencer" is an actual job/career category.
The writer and professor Katie Roiphe surmises (in the Wall Street Journal) that "in this era of wellness obsession, of kale salads and Pilates, people who are recklessly hedonistic, who choose pleasure over health, still have a certain kind of glamour." There now are so few norms to transgress, for some aspiring renegades smoking must suffice.
Another Roiphe speculation: For young people, "the terribleness of everything" -- school shooters, climate change, the price of eggs, everything -- suggests: Why not "a little stylish self-destruction?" Perhaps teaching middle-schoolers that they are destined to die on a boiling planet is a gateway to smoking.
The health care sector is 18 percent of the U.S. economy and rising, partly because of known risky behavior, such as eating grilled cheese sandwiches, and smoking. At a St. Louis hospital in 1919, a doctor summoned some medical students to an autopsy, saying the deceased's disease was so rare they might not see it again in their lifetimes. It was lung cancer. One of the students later wrote that he did not see another case until 1936. Then he saw nine in the next six months.

Lighting up in style about a century ago. (Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division)


Technological progress, war and the emancipation of women changed things. Manufacturing coffin nails was a cottage industry until a cigarette-making machine was invented in 1881, making smoking much cheaper. Cigarettes, free or a nickel a pack, were a perk of soldiering during two world wars and Korea. Women as well as men in Ernest Hemingway's 1926 novel "The Sun Also Rises" smoke constantly.
Today, smokers are usually among society's pariahs, shivering in winter as they puff outside their workplaces. Even though the Father of Our Country was a Virginia tobacco farmer, today there are more American ex-smokers than smokers. But cigarette manufacturers still prosper because of what the Economist calls "the counterintuitive economics of smoking."
Cigarette companies remain economically healthy because of those smokers who, despite dire probabilities, have not quit and are "price-inelastic" consumers. They are nicotine addicts undeterred by rapid price increases that offset tobacco companies' volume declines.
Cigarettes are among the world's most heavily taxed consumer products. Some U.S. state governments are addicted to cigarette tax revenues and impervious to evidence that at high rates, revenue declines. New York's tax is $5.35 a pack. Georgia? Thirty-seven cents. Guess what state is a large source of cigarettes smuggled to New York.
Calculating the net costs of smoking, America's largest preventable cause of death, is complicated. The costs are in health care, lost productivity from illness and shortened lives, and fire damages. But mortality from smoking reduces spending on smokers' Social Security, pensions and nursing-home care. Smoking has generated interesting product liability litigation because cigarettes are by now almost universally known to be harmful when used as intended.
"Only" 1 in 4 cancer deaths is from smoking-related causes, but who would board a plane with a 25 percent chance of crashing? And whoever said that kissing a smoker is like licking an ashtray might have done more than the surgeon general to discourage smoking.
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A D.C. transportation success story is about to be bulldozed -- literally
The Trump administration wants to remove bike lanes that cut injuries by 91 percent.

Cycling activists protests the federal government's plan to remove the 15th Street bike lanes along the National Mall last week. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images)


By Elizabeth Kiker | 2026-04-01
Elizabeth Kiker is executive director of the Washington Area Bicyclist Association.
"When the cherry trees blossom in #WashingtonDC, there will be crowds & traffic," the National Park Service posted on X late last month. "The National Mall has very limited parking and so many cars & buses quickly overwhelm the streets. We strongly recommend walking, biking, and taking the Metro."
We at the Washington Area Bicyclist Association strongly agree -- which is why we are suing to stop the federal government from removing some of the very bike lanes that make it possible to safely follow the Park Service's good advice.
The safe, protected path provided by the 15th Street bike lanes runs from Columbia Heights to the Jefferson Memorial and the cherry trees along the Tidal Basin. The D.C. Department of Transportation is responsible for most of that route, but the federal government takes control where it crosses Constitution Avenue into the monumental core.
These bike lanes, installed early this decade after much careful public conversation, analysis and planning, are an example of government at its best. DDOT released a study this year showing that cars, bikes and pedestrians all get through the corridor faster and more safely thanks to the lanes. Since these were created, there have been 91 percent fewer bike injuries in the corridor and 46 percent fewer accidents for all travelers. By every measure, the lanes are a giant success.
So why remove them? The Federal Highway Administration said in a statement that it was returning "common sense to city planning." Is it "common sense" to make a transportation corridor slower -- and substantially less safe -- for everyone?
Put another way: As a D.C.-region resident for almost 30 years, I guarantee you don't want to drive to the National Cherry Blossom Festival.
Nearly 4,000 people use the bike lanes daily.  Common sense tells you that pushing them back into an unprotected street will be a step backward for public safety.
That's why last week my organization went to court to stop the Park Service and Highway Administration from tearing out the federally owned portion of the 15th Street bike lanes.
The Trump administration's rush to rip out the lanes is a tell. If the project is truly about "Making the District of Columbia Safe and Beautiful," as the pertinent Trump executive order has it, then why not take the time to undergo normal public review? But the government is refusing to delay the project beyond April 23.
We asked the question in court. The answer the administration provided was that it doesn't have to -- that it has a "categorical exclusion" from the National Environmental Policy Act. That federally mandated process was properly adhered to when the lanes went in, but now the federal government thinks it doesn't have to meet the same requirements to take them out. We think it does.
The NEPA exclusion states: "With the upcoming National Cherry Blossom Festival and preparations underway for America's 250th anniversary, ensuring safe access for residents, commuters, visitors, and emergency services is a shared priority." The government's arguments are so confusing. They are saying both that people should bike to the Cherry Blossom Festival while simultaneously stating that the bike lanes hurt the Cherry Blossom Festival.
Therefore, without any opportunity to take part in a public process, or to ask why these thoroughly studied and vital bike routes should be summarily removed, we are suing to stop them.
This is bigger than the Mall. Like the spokes of a wheel, the stretch of bike lanes under threat provides so many important connections: It connects to the biking and walking path on the 14th Street Bridge. It allows D.C., Maryland and Virginia residents to safely traverse some of the busiest parts of the city. It ensures that tourists from around the country and the world can see the beauty and grandeur of D.C., conveniently and securely -- no matter how they travel.
Bikes represent freedom. But it takes effort and planning, in our car-and-truck-dominated world, to make sure everyone can travel safely in a shared urban space. The 15th Street bike lanes are critical to making that happen in our nation's capital. What could be more fitting for the land of the free?
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Local Education
It'll cost some George Washington U students over $98,000 next school year
Already among the region's most expensive universities, George Washington officials recently announced a three percent increase in tuition for its undergraduates, to $72,000 per year.

University Yard on the campus of George Washington University. (Omari Daniels/The Washington Post)


By Omari Daniels | 2026-04-02
In the upcoming academic year, students at George Washington University will do more than sing "Hail to the Buff and Blue," the school's official fight song.
They will also feel the hail of higher costs at the D.C.-area private university, to the tune of $98,165 for many returning students when housing, food, books and fees are included.
Already among the region's most expensive universities, George Washington officials recently announced a three percent increase in tuition for its undergraduates, to $72,000 per year.
For first-year or transfer students in the 2026-27 academic year, that will mean a price tag of about $95,155 when housing and other costs are added.
Returning students like Silas Freeling, a junior majoring in engineering, will see the cost rise a few thousand dollars above that amount, though many will be able to soften the blow with financial aid. The university's estimated cost-of-attendance has a higher figure for housing and food for students in later years.
On Wednesday, Freeling, a 21-year old engineering student, said it was crazy that tuition is going up again. Freeling, who is from California and lives on campus, has financial aid that covers around $60,000 of his tuition, and student loans cover the rest.
Freeling said he hadn't talked yet with his parents about the latest increase.
"Will it be $110,000 in five or 10 years?" he said. "I'm just glad that I have one more year of paying this insane tuition. It's been a lot for a while."
University spokesperson Julia Garbitt said GWU is committed to providing a world-class educational experience while maintaining accessibility and affordability. "The university is proud to attract and retain talented students who will make significant contributions at and beyond our university," Garbitt said.
According to the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System, 70 percent of GWU undergraduate students receive financial aid, with the average amount of grants or scholarship aid at $37,813.
Robert Kelchen, who leads the Department of Educational Leadership and Policy Studies at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, said that the three percent increase at GWU comes close to keeping up with rising operating costs, adding that the biggest drivers of those costs for a university are people and facilities.
In-state tuition and housing at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, is estimated at $36,710 per year, while the out-of-state estimate is $56,170. Kelchen said tuition at that university has only increased once over the past four or five years since the state provides money through appropriations.
"GWU is a bit unusual in that their goal is to meet financial needs for all American students," Kelchen said. "Even if that sticker price for tuition price is going up, not a lot of students are paying it."
Still, he said, "that listed price is something that not many people pay, but it gets public perception and it can scare people away."

For the current academic year, tuition for full-time GWU undergraduate students was $69,780. (Omari Daniels/The Washington Post)


GWU has often ranked among the most expensive four-year colleges in the country and in the D.C. area.
For the 2026-27 academic year, full-time students at American University will pay $33,428 in tuition each semester. By comparison, students living on campus paid $60,270 in tuition for the entire 2025-26 academic year.
Over at Georgetown University, for the current academic year, full-time tuition and fees totals $71,338 for first-year students, with an average housing expense of $13,354. The amount is the same for transfer and continuing undergraduate students, but with a higher average housing expense of $14,126. Georgetown announced in February that tuition for the 2026-27 academic year for undergraduates would be $74,520, an increase of 4.75 percent.
Full-time undergraduates at Gallaudet University, a private university for the education of the deaf and hard of hearing, pay $9,612 per semester for tuition for the 2026-27 academic year. The price is higher for international students.
At historically Black college Howard University, a spokeswoman for its Student Financial Services said the current estimated tuition is $18,998 per semester for full-time students. Howard does not currently have a cost-of-attendance estimate for the 2026-27 academic year.
The District has taken recent steps to provide more funding for college-bound students from the city, such as recently raising the maximum award for the D.C. Tuition Assistance Grant from $10,000 to $15,000 and the lifetime cap from $50,000 to $75,000 to help families keep pace with inflation and rising tuition. It is the program's first increase since it began 25 years ago.
For the current academic year, tuition for full-time GWU undergraduate students was $69,780, a 3.5 percent increase from $67,420 in 2024-25.
For incoming first-year students, the university set a base rate for housing and dining of $18,160 for the upcoming school year, a $560 increase from the previous year. Freshmen and sophomores at GWU are required to live on campus.
Garbitt said the university is committed to providing clear, predictable financial aid packages to support undergraduate students from their first year through graduation. Citing the sale of its Virginia Science and Technology Campus, the GW Board of Trustees passed a resolution directing that a significant portion of the proceeds be used to establish a new endowment to advance some university priorities, including expanding financial aid, Garbitt said.
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Investigations
Plan to reinforce sewer pipe was delayed for years before Potomac disaster
A Washington Post investigation found that D.C. Water put off reinforcing an aging sewer line before it collapsed as the National Park Service undertook a prolonged environmental review.

D.C. Water officials spent weeks repairing the section of the Potomac Interceptor that records show was first identified as a potential problem in 2018. (Louie Palu/Agence VU/For The Washington Post)


By Aaron Davis | 2026-04-02
The D.C.-area utility responsible for a massive sewer line that failed catastrophically in January had planned to reinforce the aging section years ago but repeatedly delayed construction as federal officials studied potential environmental impacts, including risks to a blue wildflower and an endangered bat species, a Washington Post investigation found.
D.C. Water asked the National Park Service for permission to fast-track repairs in 2018, after inspectors found widespread corrosion and detached rebar in one area of the six-foot-wide concrete pipe that runs under federal parkland in Maryland, records show. The utility sought to strengthen a three-quarter-mile section that included the point that later ruptured.
Left unaddressed, it warned, the corrosion could "result in a catastrophic failure leading to the release of raw sewage into soil, groundwater, and waterways," records show.
But the National Park Service's environmental review dragged on for years and was still not complete when the pipe collapsed -- a delay that experts said appeared to flout a 2020 federal rule requiring such examinations be done within one year.
"That's a process gone wrong," said Eric Beightel, a former director of the Federal Permitting Improvement Steering Council, a body formed by Congress to streamline approvals for the nation's largest infrastructure projects.
A review by The Post of more than 2,600 public utility documents reveals how  concerns about the removal of trees and vegetation, along with other environmental impacts, postponed repairs to the Potomac Interceptor. The pipe continued to degrade for more than seven years before it failed on Jan. 19 and released one of the largest spills of untreated wastewater in U.S. history. Enough raw sewage to fill 364 Olympic-size swimming pools flushed into the Potomac River north of the nation's capital, exacting an ecological toll that scientists are still trying to calculate.
National Park Service spokeswoman Christiana Hanson acknowledged the review process was lengthy but blamed D.C. Water for repeatedly proposing changes to its repair plans, which forced the Park Service each time to restart its environmental assessment, or EA.
"The length of the EA process is not a reflection of delays on the part of NPS," said Hanson, a Park Ranger for the C & O Canal National Historical Park, which controls the Maryland land where the pipe failed. "It's really showing more that the project scope and design changed over time ... and that is set by D.C. Water."
Records show D.C. Water initially underestimated  the number of trees that would be impacted, contributing to the Park Service's decision in late 2021 not to fast-track the repairs and instead require a more in-depth environmental assessment.
D.C. Water spokesman John Lisle said in a statement that the utility has been working for years to address Park Service concerns. "D.C. Water has been following the EA process prescribed by NPS since 2021," he wrote.
Three environmental law experts told The Post the Park Service assessment should have been completed one year after the agency determined it was necessary in late 2021, even if there were subsequent design changes.
In response to questions from The Post, the Park Service did not directly address the experts' assertion.
President Donald Trump blamed "local Democrat leaders" for "gross mismanagement" of the sewer line in a Truth Social post in February, and he singled out Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D). The documents show the Park Service review started during his first term, stretched through the Biden administration and continued after Trump's return to office. A White House spokesperson referred questions to the National Park Service.
Repairs finally began last fall on an 800-foot segment of pipe a half-mile upstream from the collapse site. That segment, D.C. Water warned the National Park Service in late 2024, had further degraded and become "a high priority task to prevent collapse," records show.
The National Park Service had still not authorized repairs on the segment that failed when it ruptured on Jan. 19.
At public meetings since the disaster, D.C. Water chief executive David Gadis has said the utility was aware of corrosion or "thinning" of the concrete pipe at the point of the collapse. But he said the utility had graded the corrosion at that location as "moderate" and had seen no clear indication it was in immediate danger.
D.C. Water's engineers have said they cannot yet determine if corrosion was a factor in the collapse, but they are investigating whether large boulders used to bury the pipe when it was constructed in 1962 created pressure points that precipitated its failure. The spill was exacerbated, Gadis said, by large rocks that fell into the pipe after it broke apart, blocking the flow of wastewater and forcing it to shoot up through a manhole.
The documents reviewed by The Post -- including construction proposals, committee reports, capital improvement plans, and correspondence between D.C. Water and the Park Service -- also show the utility has identified corrosion in many other parts of the 54-mile sewer line that runs from Dulles Airport to D.C.'s wastewater treatment plant. Staffers briefed the utility's executives 18 months ago on the need to complete repairs more efficiently, warning that the "current pipe status jeopardizes ability to deliver suburban flow" to D.C.'s treatment plant.
Conceived during the Eisenhower administration amid planning for what became Dulles Airport, the interceptor initially carried a modest amount of wastewater from homes and businesses. As the region grew, so did the waste. By 2018, the interceptor was moving about 60 million gallons of untreated sewage each day. Over time, the line began to show signs of serious strain, utility documents show.
D.C. Water conducted video inspections of the pipe in 2017 and 2018, and found corrosion and settled deposits. One of the most troubling spots was buried on the Maryland side of the Potomac, near where the Clara Barton Parkway intersects with the Capital Beltway, a section known on agency maps as LZ09.
In October 2018, during Trump's first term, a D.C. Water project engineer emailed a 100-page proposal to several counterparts at the National Park Service. It described rebar dangling in the six-foot-wide pipe and proposed relining a roughly 3,700-foot section with polyester resin or spray-on concrete, which the document said would protect the section for another 50 years.

Construction in the 1960s of the sewer line now known as the Potomac Interceptor. (D.C. Water)


The utility asked the National Park Service to exempt the repair work from an extensive National Environmental Policy Act review, which can sometimes go on for years.
The utility argued that a less intensive and quicker review, known as a "categorical exclusion," was justified because the repair work would only temporarily disrupt the canal area frequented by joggers and hikers, and the pipe reinforcement was critical for public health. It warned that further deterioration could lead to catastrophic failures.
D.C. Water also said it could limit environmental impacts. It estimated that it would have to cut down just three trees and said it would devise a plan to protect the threatened buttercup scorpionweed, a blue wildflower unique to the Mid-Atlantic that thrives along that stretch of the C & O Canal.
As the Park Service began considering the request for a speedy review, D.C. Water placed the project on its 10-year capital improvement plan. It also allocated initial funding for an engineering study and set 2022 as a target date to complete the repair, which the utility estimated would take six months.
But it soon became clear the Park Service review would take longer than expected. A staff report to D.C. Water's finance and budget committee almost a year later, on Sept. 26, 2019, listed the project as 255 days behind schedule. It cited the ongoing Park Service evaluation: "Slipped due to extended review by NPS." At the end of 2019, the Park Service preliminarily approved the project, allowing on-the-ground design work to begin, records show.
The covid pandemic delayed the design work, Lisle said. But the utility completed detailed construction plans by the spring of 2021, records show, and set a new target completion date: Dec. 28, 2024.
Within months, however, that revised goal was under threat.
In September 2021, during President Joe Biden's first year in office, the utility informed the Park Service that the project would probably require removing not three trees, but about 260. The utility promised to replant hundreds of trees, replacing the diameter of those lost, inch-for-inch.
Park Service officials replied that they had "critical concerns" about the trees, partly because they might serve as a habitat for the endangered northern long-eared bat.

An endangered northern long-eared bat from Tennessee. (MerlinTuttle.org/Science Source)


The bat typically lives in caves and mines but can rest in shaggy bark and crevices of trees along the C & O Canal in warmer months.
D.C. Water quickly proposed a fix. It would cut down the trees in the winter, when the bats wouldn't be active.
But the Park Service raised a bigger problem. Under federal law, it would have to consider the environmental impact of the repairs to LZ09 with those from another stretch the utility had already asked to rehab downstream in D.C. because the two projects shared the same goal.
Evaluating the two sections together compounded the disruption to vegetation, according to documents the two agencies exchanged at the time. On the Maryland side, the pipeline construction zone was expected to impact about 2,000 buttercup scorpionweed plants; on the D.C. side, more than 138,000.
D.C. Water argued the sections should be evaluated separately, saying less than a half-acre of buttercup scorpionweed habitat would be impacted in Maryland and promising to replant the wildflower afterward.
Park Service officials were not persuaded.
"The environmental impact will be too great," a Park Service official wrote on Sept. 23, 2021, adding that the more extensive review, known as an environmental assessment, would be required.
"Don't be too alarmed," the National Park Service staffer wrote, calling the change "a minor lift" that would "save D.C. Water a lot of time down the road."

On March 14, 54 days after the Potomac Interceptor collapsed, D.C. Water began to restore the flow of sewage through the repaired pipeline. (Cliff Owen/AP)


By the end of 2021, D.C. Water continued warning that a combined review could cause critical delays. According to minutes from a virtual meeting in January 2022, water utility staffers told Park Service officials that the pipeline section LZ09 "has serious degradation which continues to get worse."
D.C. Water staffers worked into the spring to complete a 294-page report required under the more intensive review process.
The Park Service opened a two-week public comment period that summer but never published further updates.
The three environmental law experts told The Post that under a federal rule put in place during Trump's first term and made into law under Biden, the Park Service should have completed the in-depth environmental review within one year after informing D.C. Water in the fall of 2021 that it was necessary. The experts said the one-year clock should have started on what the law describes as "the date the agency decides to prepare an EA."
Beightel, who directed the permitting council under Biden and leads federal strategy for the firm Environmental Science Associates, said he sympathized with Park Service officials, but they did not meet their obligation under the law. "They have a slightly more difficult mission because they are approving work for areas that are our most treasured landmarks," Beightel said. "But an EA [environmental assessment] is supposed to take a year, and no more."
Jasmine Shanti, a spokeswoman for the Park Service's national capital region, wrote in an email that the federal agency "determines the start of the environmental assessment timeline based on when a complete and actionable proposal is available for review." She said NPS had not received such a plan until December of last year.
The documents reviewed by The Post do not fully explain what delayed the environmental assessment after the Park Service sought public comment in 2022. Lisle said meetings between D.C. Water and the Park Service continued monthly, with more issues to work through, including design refinements requested by the Park Service, tribal consultations and "coordinating on archaeological, cultural, and natural resource impacts."
By late 2024, three years after the Park Service required the more exhaustive review, D.C. Water was still waiting for approval, documents show.
Utility officials by then recognized they needed a broader strategy to rehabilitate other sections of the Potomac Interceptor. At the rate they were progressing, it could take decades to repair the entire aging line, current and former D.C. Water officials said.
On Sept. 26, 2024, D.C. Water's engineers presented executives a slide showing more than 20 sections of the Potomac Interceptor, scattered across D.C., Maryland and Virginia colored in orange or red -- areas where video inspections had identified at least one spot containing "significant" corrosion, according to people familiar with the presentation. It did not indicate which sections already had concrete casings, which would make the internal deterioration less worrisome. But the slide came with a dire warning: along most of the line there were no backup systems should the pipe fail.
After the presentation, D.C. Water began yet another round of video inspections of key areas of the Potomac Interceptor, according to interviews and records. When the cameras passed through section LZ09 in October 2024, engineers learned they had a more serious problem, records show. The rebar seen dangling inside the pipe in prior years had washed away entirely, exposing gaskets that connected sections of pipe.
On Dec. 12, 2024, D.C. Water officials met with Park Service officials to deliver an urgent request, according to a D.C. Water presentation prepared for the meeting. The utility said it needed approval to begin repairs on the most critical 800 feet that appeared to be in imminent danger of failing.
The Potomac Interceptor "needs immediate repair in which the rapid degradation of the pipe has made it a high priority task to prevent collapse," read the first item on the meeting agenda.
Seven months later, the Park Service agreed. On June 10, 2025, it issued a permit granting D.C. Water the go-ahead to reinforce the 800-foot section -- part of the work it had first proposed nearly seven years earlier. In the fall, contractors got to work.
In early January, crews completed the emergency work while the Park Service was in the final phase of the in-depth review to determine how repairs on the rest of the section could proceed. D.C. Water officials hoped to resume work on the next segment this summer.
It was too late. In the dark on Jan. 19, a security camera trained on a manhole over that part of the pipe detected sewage flooding to the surface and toward the Potomac River.
Given the spill and the emergency repairs that followed, Hanson, the Park Service ranger, said D.C. Water would need to revise the environmental review yet again.
"Please note that with the current extenuating circumstances, that draft now needs to change," Hanson wrote in an email to The Post. "D.C. Water is working on edits."

Cleanup is just beginning for the C&O Canal, which was used as an open-air sewer while the Potomac Interceptor was being repaired. (Heather Diehl/Getty Images)


Andrew Ba Tran, Dana Hedgpeth and Jenny Gathright contributed to this report.
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Local Education
Literacy grant produces big gains for Black and poor students in D.C.
A five-year, $16 million federal grant helped D.C. students make dramatic literacy gains. The biggest were for Black and low-income students.

D.C. officials say a federally funded grant has contributed to improved student performance in English language arts. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades/For The Washington Post)


By Jonathan Edwards | 2026-04-02
Reading scores in Washington's schools tell the same story year after year: Black students and children from poor families struggle to read at grade level compared to their peers.
Education officials may have found a way to change that -- and have already expanded their efforts to more schools.
Students who participated in a federally funded literacy grant program improved 54 percent more on English language arts assessments than peers at schools that did not receive the funding in recent years, according to a new report from the Office of the State Superintendent of Education. The results, drawn from D.C.'s statewide assessments over four school years, showed gains across every grade level and were most dramatic among the students who have had some of the toughest times reading on grade level.
More than 17,000 children from public charter schools and pre-K centers participated between 2021 and 2025 in a $16 million grant program funded by the U.S. Department of Education. Nine in 10 were Black and nearly as many were economically disadvantaged. By the final year of the grant, those students had not just narrowed the gap with their peers. In some cases, they had closed it entirely.
Techniques to boost literacy varied by school and grade level but included providing high-impact tutoring, having coaches give teachers feedback on their performance and buying books and equipment.
Black students in grant-funded schools moved from scoring 2.9 points below peers at other campuses to 2.8 percentage points above them, according to the state superintendent's office. Economically disadvantaged students outpaced similar peers by 5.1 scale score points, also closing roughly a third of the gap.
"The students that participated in this grant closed a third of the achievement gap in D.C.," said State Superintendent of Education Antoinette Mitchell. "That is huge. It is so significant."
Timothy Shanahan, professor of literacy and reading instruction at the University of Illinois Chicago, said the city's gains are encouraging but difficult to attribute definitively to the grant program. The state superintendent's report is not a peer-reviewed study, he noted, and it compares participating schools to nonparticipating ones without the controls academic researchers would use to rule out other explanations like absenteeism.
"It's certainly possible that that program was having that effect," he said. "It's also fair to be skeptical."
The U.S. Department of Education had commissioned a national evaluation of the grant program, conducted by the American Institutes for Research across 114 elementary schools in 11 states, involving more than 23,000 students and nearly 900 reading teachers, Shanahan said. Conducted by trained scientific researchers, the study would have provided far stronger evidence about whether the program worked and why, as well as how improvements could be made, he said.
But in February 2025, as part of a broad wave of contract terminations under the Department of Government Efficiency, the federal government canceled the evaluation before the report could be published. Researchers were told the study had been "terminated for convenience," Shanahan said.
"The report was actually drafted," Shanahan said. "This would have cost almost nothing to put this really useful data out."
In D.C., the gains were sharpest among the youngest students, those at early childhood centers and elementary schools, according to the state superintendent's office. The share of fifth-graders in participating schools who scored proficient in English language arts assessments more than doubled over four years, rising from 14 percent to more than 30 percent compared to 3.5 points for the District as a whole. Eighth-grade proficiency climbed 8.8 percentage points while high school proficiency rose 9 points.
Among 4-year-olds, the share demonstrating significant growth in oral language skills increased by more than 11 percentage points.
Mitchell said the results reflect what happens when several things work together rather than in isolation. Grant recipients were required to develop comprehensive literacy plans -- blueprints that aligned curriculum, instruction and assessment under a single framework grounded in what researchers call the science of reading, an approach that encompasses phonics, vocabulary, fluency and comprehension.
From that foundation, schools invested in high-quality instructional materials and, critically, in their teachers.
"Teachers have to have a very clear understanding of the science of reading -- that is, how kids learn to read," Mitchell said. "They have to understand the connections that students are making as they move through" the stages of literacy development.
The grant paid for coaches who worked alongside teachers in real time, offering what Mitchell described as "just-in-time support." Unlike traditional observations, which teachers often view as critical, the coaching model was explicitly collaborative. Coaches were partners, experts who could "hold up a mirror," as Mitchell put it, to help a teacher see their own technique and work with them to refine it.
Schools also built regular data meetings into their schedules, gathering teachers, aides and administrators as often as each week to examine student assessment results, identify gaps and adjust instruction accordingly.
"Assessment is a window into a student's mind," Mitchell said. "Being able to assess students in a way that will give educators insight into where the gaps are -- when a kid is ready to move forward -- and having regular meetings around that data, so that the teacher knows what that kid needs to progress, is really critical."
Following what is widely called the Mississippi Miracle, a dramatic improvement in that state's reading scores after it overhauled literacy instruction in the early 2010s, school systems across the country have moved to adopt "the science of reading." Mitchell said D.C.'s results suggest the approach is working here, too.
D.C. education officials want to build on that success. In October 2024, the Education Department awarded the District another five-year grant, this time for $50 million, more than three times the size of the first one. Officials expect to reach more than 25,000 students this school year under the new grant, which for the first time includes D.C. Public Schools campuses.
Mitchell said educators will carry forward lessons from the first grant, including a sharper focus on keeping professional development ongoing and embedded in daily school life rather than delivered in one-time sessions.
They also plan to hold on to something that doesn't show up in the data, Mitchell said -- but that emerged anyway as students got better at reading and writing: joy.
"When students are enjoying themselves," Mitchell said, "the learning happens much quicker."
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: Cooler air filters in from the northeast today, but warmth returns Friday
A marine air mass bumps into the warmth of recent days and nudges it briefly southward. 

Tulips bloom outside the U.S. Capitol. (Cathy Landry/Flickr)


By Ian Livingston | 2026-04-02
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: A tough forecast, with warm and cool air butting heads. Cool seems poised to win, unless you're well south. We could use a break? Highs come early, with daytime temperatures in the 50s to around 60.
What's next? Warmth comes surging back for Friday and Saturday. Easter Sunday could be a wet one, at least the first half of the day.
Today's daily digit -- 6/10: It's been a bit too warm for me this soon, so I'll enjoy a cooldown, even with some clouds. | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-to-10 scale.
Forecast in detail
Today (Thursday): Even down to the wire, this is a tricky forecast since we're near the dividing line between warm conditions south and cooler air to the northeast. Some morning fog is possible, and it's cloudy for much of the day. A front will pass at least parts of the area, with temperatures in the 70s to near 80 south and southwest of the area while readings might fall to the low 50s late in the day north and northeast. Around D.C., nearer 60 and possibly the 50s by afternoon. Slight chance of a shower late. Confidence: Medium
Tonight: Cooler air should take over the whole area tonight, although warmth won't be far off to the south. Lows range across the 40s to around 50. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow (Friday): Warm air returns. It may be a little slow in the morning, especially north of the city, but highs should end up in the upper 70s to low 80s by afternoon. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: Partly cloudy with lows about 60 to 65. Confidence: Medium-High
A look ahead
Partly to mostly sunny and feeling more like May than April on Saturday. Highs reach the low to mid-80s. Confidence: Medium
Sunday is looking a bit cooler than it once did, mostly because a cold front is more likely to pass on the early side. It may also deliver widespread showers during the morning and midday, easing by afternoon. Highs near 70 possible early, with readings perhaps falling into the 60s during the day. Confidence: Medium
More seasonable, or a little cooler than average, to start the workweek on Monday. Highs in the mid-50s to near 60. Similar conditions persist into at least midweek. Confidence: Medium
On this date in 2005, a calendar-day record 1.79 inches of rain fell. Including the rain that fell the day before, much of the area received 2 to 3 inches of rain. Flooding was reported in many areas. Strong winds followed the next day, with gusts over 40 mph, essentially ruining the Kite Festival at the National Mall.
Here are other notables for the day:
	Average high: 63
	Average low: 44
	Record high: 89 (1963)
	Record low: 23 (1907)
	Record precipitation: 1.79 inches (2005)
	Record snowfall: 0.5 inches (1887)

Jason Samenow contributed to this report.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: After highs in the 80s and scattered evening storms, patchy fog tonight
Probably cooler tomorrow, although it's a tricky temperature forecast. Highs near to above 80 are in play again Friday and Saturday.

A view Monday evening from the rooftop of the Trust for the National Mall. (Kevin Ambrose) 


By Dan Stillman, Ian Livingston | 2026-04-01
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: An isolated shower or storm through late evening, with some patchy fog developing overnight. Lows reach the upper 50s to mid-60s. 
What's next? Probably cooler tomorrow, although it's a tricky temperature forecast. Highs near to above 80 are in play again Friday and Saturday. A cold front brings back significant shower and storm chances Sunday afternoon into evening.
The broken line of storms is passing D.C. and areas to the south while it bends northwest a bit to the north of the Beltway. There's a bit of a "D.C. split" with just some showers passing the city.
Stoms are all sub severe at this point, although there is still a small chance of a strong wind gust or a bit of hail in the strongest activity 
This is the main line, and it will pass through the remainder of the area through about 8 p.m. Some trailing showers and storms are still possible, but they will be isolated in comparison. Be on the lookout for rainbows where it passes!
The stronger storms this afternoon and early evening have tended to favor near and south of U.S.-50. A storm that passed Alexandria earlier was also severe warned to the southeast of the Beltway as the prior severe warned storm near Manassas weakened.
Intense storms today have contained some hail. Mainly small, but up to about the size of a quarter, or one inch in diameter. A wind gust of 40 mph was also recorded at Reagan National Airport.
Another broken line of storms is pushing east through far western suburbs. They will traverse much of the area through about 8 p.m., as long as they hold together. Isolated hail and a potential for strong wind gusts will be the main threat, other than lightning.
The National Weather Service issued a severe thunderstorm warning until 5:30 p.m. for parts of Fairfax and Prince William counties, and the city of Manassas. The storm could produce wind gusts to 60 mph and hail to the size of quarters. It is moving east at 20 mph.
Another storm is passing the Potomac River near Alexandria.
Besides these two storms, there's nothing significant in the immediate area.
Forecast in detail
Tonight: The potential for scattered storms, a few with damaging winds or large hail, continues through about 9 p.m. Scattered showers may linger into the night. Overnight lows drop back to the upper 50s to mid-60s. Confidence: Medium
Tomorrow (Thursday): The uncertain position of a warm front continues to make Thursday a tricky temperature forecast. Highs could be anywhere from the upper 50s to upper 70s (coolest northeast, warmest southwest) under partly to mostly cloudy skies. Just an isolated shower or thunderstorm possible in the afternoon or evening. Confidence: Low-Medium
Tomorrow night: Continued partly to mostly cloudy, still with an isolated shower or storm possible in the evening. Lows in the mid-50s to low 60s. Confidence: Medium
A look ahead
The warm front lifts well to our north Friday and Saturday. That allows the warmer air to surge back in from the south, sending highs to the upper 70s to mid-80s under partly sunny skies. Both days have a chance of an isolated late-day shower or storm. Friday night and Saturday night lows settle in the 60s. Confidence: Medium-High
A cold front approaches from the northwest on Sunday. Highs should manage the 70s, with showers and thunderstorms possible during the afternoon into evening. Behind the front, Sunday night lows cool off into the 40s. Confidence: Low-Medium
Much of next week is looking cooler and mostly dry with highs in the 50s and 60s.
Today's daily digit -- 6/10: A touch of summer in the air as highs head for the 80s. Scattered storms, some with a punch, could disrupt the late afternoon into evening. | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-to-10 scale.
On this date in 1924, it snowed 5.5 inches -- a calendar-day and monthly record. It has been referred to as the April Fools' Day Storm. In Baltimore, an incredible 9.8 inches fell -- also a monthly record.
Here are other notables for the day:
	Average high: 62
	Average low: 43
	Record high: 88 (1978)
	Record low: 15 (1923)
	Record precipitation: 1.67 inches (1948)
	Record snowfall: 5.5 inches (1924)

Jason Samenow contributed to this report.
A couple showers and storms developed over western parts of the area this afternoon, and they are headed east. Additional activity may roll in from the west. The National Weather Service is monitoring the area for the potential of a severe thunderstorm watch, although it is not expecting to issue one.




Given modest moisture for storms to feed off of, it seems like they will remain hit-or-miss and mainly below severe limits.
But any storm can produce dangerous lightning, brief heavy rain and the potential for strong wind gusts or some hail. One or two storms could still become strong to severe, as well. The main risk with severe storms  is strong to potentially damaging wind.
Timing is still about the same as before, with any potent storms expected to move east of the area by 9 p.m. or so.
The latest report from the U.S. Army Centralized Allergen Extract Lab showed that tree pollen is high at 1147.6 grains per cubic meter of air. ?
Oak is now a leading contributor, and it is one of the primary sources for the worst pollen days in the region. When out and about, you may notice oak trees turning green with leaves and showing hanging catkins -- little worm-shaped patches of small flowers. They are often responsible for the yellow film of pollen seen on outdoor objects like vehicles.
These values are more typical of mid- or late April, around when tree pollen tends to peak in the D.C. area. Some years have seen peaks not far above the current value.
Any rain today and cooler air tomorrow will offer temporary relief.




We've got two ingredients that favor development of thunderstorms late this afternoon into the evening:
	Unseasonably warm temperatures topping out in the 80s.
	A cold front approaching from the north.

However, we have one factor that could limit storm development:
	A layer of drier air in the atmosphere.

Taking it all together, this is a situation where we can't confidently say whether a decent amount of scattered storms will develop across the region, or if there will be an isolated storm. (The National Weather Service has our region at a Level 2 out of 5 risk for severe storms, which is defined as "scattered severe storms possible.")
What we can say is that any storm that forms has a chance to turn severe with damaging winds or large hail. Today's environment doesn't seem particularly conducive to tornadoes, but we can't rule one out.
Timing: The likeliest timing for showers and thunderstorms, with potential to be strong to severe, is about 3 to 9 p.m. Showers and weaker thunderstorms could linger later into the night.
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Local Crime & Public Safety
Undocumented teen's alleged school assaults trigger Trump administration probe
The U.S. Department of Education is investigating the Fairfax County Public Schools system, following the arrest of a student from El Salvador who allegedly groped several female classmates.

The U.S. Department of Education launched an investigation into the Fairfax County Public Schools system. (Salwan Georges/The Washington Post)


By Juan Benn Jr. | 2026-04-02
With its top prosecutor and sheriff already set to testify before a House subcommittee on immigration policies this month, Virginia's largest county is again facing Republican scrutiny over its handling of crimes allegedly committed by people in the country illegally, this time at a local high school.
Earlier this week, the U.S. Department of Education launched an investigation into the Fairfax County Public Schools system, following the arrest of an 18-year-old male student from El Salvador who allegedly groped several female classmates on a single day.
"Virginia's experiment with radical gender ideology, race-based admissions systems, far-Left indoctrination, and unlawful discrimination has inflicted immeasurable harm on our students," the Education Department wrote in a post on X announcing the investigation under the Title IX federal law that prohibits sexual harassment, assaults and other gender-related crimes in schools and other facilities that receive federal assistance. "It must stop."
The probe is the latest from the Trump administration targeting the Fairfax schools system and other Northern Virginia districts, which have previously faced federal inquiries over allegations that a staff member helped two students schedule abortions and into policies protecting transgender students and diversity, equity and inclusion efforts.
In the new investigation, the alleged incidents occurred at a school in the city of Fairfax, whose local high school is part of the Fairfax County Schools system.
Fairfax City police officials said they were notified on March 5 of multiple alleged assaults that occurred on the grounds of Fairfax High School about a week earlier. The department investigated and learned "an adult male student assaulted numerous female juvenile victims," according to a news release.
Israel Flores Ortiz, a junior at the school, turned himself in the next day, according to documents filed in Fairfax County Circuit Court. He was initially charged with nine counts of assault and battery for offenses that occurred on Feb. 25.
Flores Ortiz allegedly "grabbed other students on their buttocks and/or between their legs, all on the same day," his public defender, Jamie Hospers, said in a court filing.
Within weeks of his arrest, more victims came forward, and Flores Ortiz was charged with an additional four counts of assault and battery. At least two of those counts, according to online court records, stem from instances that happened between Feb. 25 and his arrest date.
"Fairfax High School apparently did not remove Mr. Flores Ortiz during that intervening period," Hospers said in the court filing. He declined to comment for this story.
In a statement Tuesday, Fairfax County Public Schools said it is "prepared to fully cooperate" with the Education Department inquiry. The district also said Fairfax Superintendent Michelle Reid has hired McGuireWoods, an outside law firm, to conduct an independent review of the allegations.
"The goal is clear: to establish a definitive understanding of what occurred, when it occurred, and confirm that all policies, procedures, and regulations were properly followed," Fairfax Schools said.
The allegations brought an even brighter spotlight from conservatives on the deep blue county of more than 1.1 million residents, an increasing number of whom are immigrants from Latin America, South Asia and Asia.
In 2021, the county's Board of Supervisors adopted a "Trust Policy," which prohibits county employees from sharing information with U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, unless ordered to do so by a judge. A few years earlier, the office of county Sheriff Stacey Ann Kincaid (D) stopped honoring requests by ICE to hold inmates wanted for deportation past their release date unless the request is accompanied by a court order.
Those policies, plus a decision by county prosecutor Steve Descano (D) to pull back on prosecuting certain low-level crimes because of a lack of resources, have drawn ire in conservative circles.
In February, conservative Republicans homed in on the case of an undocumented migrant from Sierra Leone who was accused of fatally stabbing a woman at a bus stop. Abdul Jalloh had been arrested over 40 times since 2017, including for assault and battery, malicious wounding and rape. Jalloh, 32, was freed from state custody for some of his prior offenses because of a lack of evidence, according to court records.
He now faces a second-degree murder charge and is being held without bond.
Far-right critics, including House Republicans, say Fairfax County policies make it difficult for federal immigration agents to deport people in the country illegally who are accused or convicted of a crime.
Descano and Kincaid have been asked to testify about the county's policies at a House Judiciary subcommittee on immigration integrity, security and enforcement hearing scheduled for April 15.
In the Fairfax High School case, a Department of Homeland Security spokesperson said Flores Ortiz unlawfully entered the United States from El Salvador in 2024.
He remains in jail, after a judge denied him bail on March 13. DHS did not respond to questions about whether Flores Ortiz is targeted for deportation upon his release.
Demetry Pikrallidas, a Virginia attorney hired to represent one of the student victims, said his client was in a crowded hallway at school when she was inappropriately touched. She reported that incident with a group of others, including a staff member, Pikrallidas said.
Pikrallidas said he is still investigating the allegations and has yet to file a lawsuit, but he believes the assaults began long before February.
"We believe that this is probably going on much longer than people realize," he said.
A news release sent by Pikrallidas's law firm earlier this week said he plans to interrogate "supervision in hallways and common areas, staff presence, and whether existing measures were sufficient given the size and population of the student body."
His client's family, Pikrallidas said, feels "minimized" by the school's communication about the incidents, in particular a March 12 email from Fairfax High School Principal Georgina Aye that described the alleged crime as "touching students' buttocks while they were transitioning in the hallways."
They hope "this never happens again to another student in any school anywhere in the country, let alone Fairfax High School," he said, adding that the school district should be transparent about the findings from the McGuireWoods review and explore schooling options that keep adult students in settings away from minors.
"This is not a rush to a courthouse, and we're not going to rush to judgment, but there's a real problem in Fairfax High School," Pikrallidas said. "There's a real problem in Fairfax County Public Schools."
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Capital Weather Gang
April looks warm and dry after a wild but mild March in D.C.
It was the eighth warmest March on record, despite big temperature swings. We expect April to be on the warmer side as well.

Sunset over the Tidal Basin on Monday. (Heather Diehl/Getty Images)


By Jason Samenow | 2026-04-02
Spring has arrived, and it's moving in fast forward.
After the coldest winter in more than two decades, March flipped the script, averaging about 5 degrees above normal in the D.C. area despite multiple large temperature swings. The overall warmth accelerated blooms and kicked pollen season into high gear. April looks set to follow suit.
We expect the month to run 3 to 6 degrees warmer than normal. Like March, it also appears likely to be drier than average, with rainfall projected to come in 1 to 2 inches below normal. That would continue a persistent drought pattern -- only one month since June, January, has been wetter than average.
We have high confidence the month will get off to a warm start, with several days in the 70s and 80s, though Thursday may run cooler·, especially north of D.C.
Temperatures then look to ease back closer to normal in the second week, with highs mainly in the 60s to low 70s.

Predicted high and low temperatures in D.C. over the next 10 days from a blend of computer models. (WeatherBell)


Beyond that, models generally point to warmer-than-normal conditions returning around the third week, followed by a potential cooldown toward the end of the month. Confidence is lower that far out.
As for precipitation, the first week should bring several chances for showers and storms, with totals of about a half-inch to an inch. After that, models lean toward near- to below-normal rainfall.
April is a bridge between the wild temperature swings of March and the relative calm of May.
Average highs climb from the low 60s at the start of the month to the low 70s by the end. Overnight lows rise from the low 40s into the low 50s, though they're often 5 to 10 degrees cooler outside the city.
While April is usually less volatile than March, it can still deliver some sharp extremes. Record highs are generally in the low to mid-90s, while record lows dip into the 20s and 30s. Many areas see their last freeze during the month, marking the start of the growing season.
Rainfall averages 3.21 inches. Totals are typically moderate, but April can bring bouts of severe weather, including thunderstorms and even tornadoes. One of the most notable events was the devastating La Plata tornado on April 28, 2002, rated F4 on the Fujita scale.
Snow is still possible, though increasingly rare. Measurable snowfall hasn't occurred locally in April since 2007, when 0.4 inches fell on the 7th. The largest April snowfall on record -- 5.5 inches -- came on April 1, 1924.
March averaged 52.7 degrees -- 5.1 degrees above normal -- ranking as the eighth warmest on record. It reached 80 degrees or higher on four days, the most in March since 2012.
Despite the overall warmth, there were brief returns to winter. Nine of the 31 days came in colder than normal.
What stood out were four sharp cold fronts, each bringing 24-hour temperature swings of at least 30 degrees. The most intense, on March 11, sent temperatures tumbling 53 degrees, among the largest swings on record. Fronts on March 16, 22 and 26 brought drops of 39, 42 and 31 degrees.

Temperature change between March 11 and 12. (NOAA)


Precipitation totaled 1.9 inches, about 1.6 inches below normal. Snowfall came in at 1 inch, also about an inch below average.
We predicted March would be 2 to 4 degrees warmer than normal, and the month ended up slightly warmer than that range. We expected near-normal precipitation, which missed given the significant deficit, but our call for up to an inch of snow verified.
Matt Rogers and Ian Livingston contributed to this report.
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Tech
Elon Musk's SpaceX files to go public, seeking massive market debut
The aerospace company, valued at more than $1 trillion, could break the record for the largest public offering in history, according to reports. 

SpaceX's facilities and employees in Starbase, Texas, last Wednesday. (Gabriel V. Cardenas/Reuters)


By Faiz Siddiqui, Elizabeth Dwoskin | 2026-04-01
Rocket maker SpaceX has filed to make an initial public offering, according to a person familiar with the matter, becoming the second company run by Elon Musk to eye a stock market listing after the first one, Tesla, vaulted the billionaire to become the world's richest person more than a decade after its 2010 debut.
SpaceX's debut marks the most anticipated IPO in years, one that could set a record by making shares of the trillion-dollar firm publicly available. Since its founding in 2002, SpaceX has established a foothold in satellite delivery, taken on numerous missions for NASA, put thousands of satellites into orbit and pioneered reusable rockets. Bloomberg News, which first reported on SpaceX's confidential filing to go public, said the company could seek a $1.75 trillion valuation and debut on the stock market in June.
SpaceX did not immediately respond to a request for comment. The person familiar with the matter spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private dealmaking.
SpaceX, which acquired the Musk artificial intelligence start-up xAI earlier this year, is dedicated to his bets on placing humans on the moon and eventually taking them to Mars, establishing a colony there. Musk has also pushed the company to corner the market on satellite-based internet and has announced plans to put data centers, a key to AI, in space. Through its xAI acquisition, SpaceX also now encompasses X, the social media site Musk bought for $44 billion in 2022 when it was called Twitter.
Gene Munster, managing partner at SpaceX investor Deepwater Asset Management, said the IPO is expected to "easily" set the record for market debuts, raising more than $80 billion in his estimate.
"The narrative around space is that it's early and they've got the pole position," he said of SpaceX. "I could see it go vertical right out of the gate."
Munster said SpaceX's diverse array of businesses -- from internet access to data centers to space exploration -- would prove attractive to investors. The company is expected to make an unusually large amount of its shares available to retail investors, capitalizing on hype from those who want a stake in a flashy, Musk-run venture.
"Retail likes sizzle," Munster said. "This is like the ultimate sizzle story."
The regulatory environment that has fueled SpaceX's growth is poised to expand with the appointment of Jared Isaacman, an executive recommended by Musk, to lead NASA. Isaacman's nomination was withdrawn last year during a standoff between Musk and President Donald Trump, but it was restored as part of an effort to repair relations with Musk, The Washington Post previously reported.
At the Hill and Valley conference in Washington last week, Isaacman described a future vision that mirrored Musk's ambitions for SpaceX: a child looking up at the night sky and seeing "a lunar economy" with many people living and working on the moon, "a few million AI satellites," and "lots of commercial space stations."
Christian Garrett, a partner at 137 Ventures, a major SpaceX shareholder, said at the conference that the IPO would be a "major unlock" for the entire private space economy.
SpaceX's flagship vehicle, Starship, stands around 400 feet and is intended "to carry both crew and cargo to Earth orbit, the Moon, Mars and beyond." It is, SpaceX says, "the world's most powerful launch vehicle ever developed."
Recently, however, SpaceX has struggled to prove it is capable of carrying out a crewed moon mission, a priority of Trump's second term. After a public feud with Transportation Secretary and then-acting NASA administrator Sean P. Duffy over doubts about SpaceX's progress, Musk narrowed the company's ambitions earlier this year. After years of aiming to place humans on Mars, he said, SpaceX would now prioritize the moon.
"For those unaware, SpaceX has already shifted focus to building a self-growing city on the Moon, as we can potentially achieve that in less than 10 years, whereas Mars would take 20+ years," Musk said in an X post in February. "SpaceX will also strive to build a Mars city and begin doing so in about 5 to 7 years, but the overriding priority is securing the future of civilization and the Moon is faster."
The stock market debut is expected to further drive up the net worth of Musk, already the world's richest person, months after he was offered an unprecedented $1 trillion pay package by Tesla last year -- contingent on hitting certain valuations and other milestones.
Shay Boloor, chief market strategist at Futurum, which provides market research and advisory services, said SpaceX had simply grown too large to remain private. It's a peer of tech giants that command massive valuations -- and Musk, Boloor said, would be eager to capitalize on the public's appetite to own a piece of it.
"You're competing against the Googles, Amazons, Microsofts of the world," he said. "Being able to participate in the leader of the space economy, and an Elon company combined with that, generates an unknown multiple. ... Nobody really knows the ceiling on the space economy."
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Tech
Welcome to the war party: The new Trump-tech alliance cashes in
At the Hill & Valley Forum, venture capitalists and Trump officials celebrate a defense spending shift, sending Pentagon money to a new generation of companies.

A panel discussion during the Hill and Valley Forum, which represents the emergence of a new class of power brokers in the second Trump administration, in D.C. last month. (Tasos Katopodis/Getty Images)


By Elizabeth Dwoskin | 2026-04-01
The Andrew Mellon Auditorium is a gold-trimmed neoclassical landmark in Washington known as the site where the treaty that formed NATO was signed. But last week, it hosted a more hawkish crowd: Silicon Valley venture capitalists eager for a piece of the Trump administration's booming business of war.
They had come for the Hill and Valley Forum, an event that started as a small anti-China supper club during the Biden administration. It has become the tech world's most important convening in Washington and the hottest ticket among its executives who have gotten behind President Donald Trump.
Last year's event was all boosterish vibes -- a celebration of a new administration that had embraced the right-leaning tech leaders' ideas. But this year, that alliance has come to fruition with the stark emergence of a new class of power brokers taking shape in the second Trump administration.
The Hill and Valley set, which claims bipartisanship though its three co-founders are all Trump supporters, has seen several of its own go into government, including the podcaster and investor David Sacks as White House AI and crypto czar, former Uber executive Emil Michael at the Pentagon, and Hill and Valley co-founder Jacob Helberg as an undersecretary of state.
A year after Trump's inauguration, a growing chunk of the roughly half-trillion dollars the Pentagon spends on contracts annually is being reoriented toward start-ups aiming to transform the future of war. Michael, who is now undersecretary of defense for research and engineering, has hailed this as a moment "where there is more private capital for defense tech than ever before in history."
These government appointees are starting to roll out portfolios that represent an industry wish list. Sacks, who officially stepped down last week, launched an executive order to block individual states from issuing what he called "onerous" regulations on artificial intelligence. The Pentagon set off a market frenzy in July when it invested $400 million in MP Materials, a rare earth mineral mining company, in a noncompetitive bidding process. Last month, the Navy committed $900 million to tech start-up Hadrian to build an AI-enabled factory for submarine parts in Alabama, while Palantir's Maven software became a program of record for the Defense Department, a designation that makes it a permanent fixture of the agency with long-term funding.
A parade of officials -- many hailing from Silicon Valley -- took the stage to celebrate what they say is a vast transformation taking place in the machinery of Washington. The Pentagon's new head of acquisitions, Michael Duffey, talked about fast-tracking contracts to nimble companies alongside MP Materials' CEO, with Duffey noting that the "five walls of the Pentagon" were "no longer the source of innovation" for the country's defense. Jared Isaacman, the executive handpicked by SpaceX founder Elon Musk to run NASA, described his yearning to reach Mars and build a permanent base on the moon -- comments that could come from Musk himself.
A world that sanctifies technology and believes the private sector can do everything better has intertwined with an administration that shares this ethos -- and has a penchant for dealmaking among friends.
At Hill and Valley, everyone shows up to "see friends." People -- from spacetech investors to the tech entrepreneur Bryan Johnson -- offered this reason for attending, as if it were the unofficial mantra of the event.
"Seeing friends" is code for an elite form of networking, in which everyone operates in a studied casual hustle mode, ready to meet a future investor or get the next hot deal.
At H&V -- as attendees dubbed the conference this year, as if it were the logo of an aspirational luxury retail brand -- 1,500 "friends" milled about in the lobby, admiring a start-up's just-returned spacecraft while chewing trendy nicotine-free tobacco pouches, speaking about the upcoming public offering of SpaceX in breathless tones. Hundreds more waited 90 minutes in a line that stretched across the block.
"Friends" were building AI-enabled wartime factories; "friends" were sending drones to fight wildfires and seed clouds with rainwater; "friends" were building sensor-enabled robots that can repair military equipment in underwater battlefields. They were designing tiny satellites that can function as a back-end GPS communication system should the country's adversaries attack our own GPS. They've produced software that aims to turn any car, truck, tank or tractor into a self-driving vehicle.
Johnson, whose longevity movement is called Don't Die, came to remind friends that war-making is not conducive to reaching a state of societal health and ultimately, of immortality, he told me. Investor Adam Gefkovicz detailed his ambition to build "social infrastructure for the brightest minds working on the most important problems." The 30-year-old hosts weekend gatherings -- one, he said, is "a combination of all your favorite music festivals, summer camps, and wellness retreats," another, a "battle royale modeled after the Hunger Games."
This year a growing and friendly media ecosystem was in full force on the margins of the forum, from the capitalist-loving "All-In" podcast, to Pirate Wires, which scored a moderator slot onstage with an energy secretary, to TBPN, a high-energy podcast network from the founder of a brand of popular nicotine pouches. Founders of the latter two media companies have had the backing of billionaire investor Peter Thiel, who, along with Palantir CEO Alex Karp, is seen as the godfather of the nationalistic movement in tech.
The tech-right cohort argues that profit-seeking endeavors are deeply patriotic: It offers a utopian vision of a wholesale reindustrialization of America that spurs middle-class jobs and reorients the defense-industrial supply chain away from China.
In reality, many of the companies seeking federal contracts will fail. Not only is being a start-up is really hard, but it can also be even harder to turn a profit on special-purpose hardware without government funding.
The bar for what is considered normal has shifted so much that it's not always clear where the government stops and business begins. Hill and Valley's most well-known co-founder, Trump donor and former Palantir adviser Jacob Helberg, is now an undersecretary for economic affairs at the State Department, with a portfolio focused on technology, diplomacy and shoring up supply chains. In his official capacity, he recently launched an investment consortium with Middle Eastern and Singaporean sovereign wealth funds and the Japanese conglomerate SoftBank, announcing its existence at the conference. Now, in some ways, Helberg is both the salesman making a pitch and the buyer who receives it.
After this article was published, Helberg said he was not involved in the organization of the conference.
Richard Painter, a law professor who served as chief ethics lawyer in the George W. Bush White House, said Hill and Valley was basically "a right-wing knockoff" of the Aspen Security Forum, the conference that flies key administration officials out to a resort where they talk with academics, corporate donors and contract seekers. Aspen is viewed by the administration as affiliated with Democrats, so much so that Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth barred officials from attending the conference last year.
"At least at Aspen there was some attempt at window dressing" by having academics be a buffer between officials and industry, Painter said. "This is so transparent, so in your face. Very Trumpian."
After publication, Marcy Simon, the forum's communications head, emphasized that Hill and Valley was a bipartisan event, and she noted that Democratic lawmakers Sen. Maria Cantwell (Washington) and Rep. Josh Gottheimer (New Jersey) spoke. The event is about "maintaining America's position as a superpower," she said, adding "whatever administration is in power, Hill and Valley will continue to have this dialogue."
Walking out onto Constitution Avenue, as a line of Uber Black cars rolled up, it was clear that underneath the frenzied energy was a recognition that the moment might have an expiration date.
One investor, speaking on the condition of anonymity to avoid retribution, was not entirely convinced that the new alliance would have staying power.
"This is what Silicon Valley does, just plow money into hype," he said, shrugging. "What are [all these companies] going to do after the Trump administration ends? We're all investing millions in a sector that might not last."
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National
Judges are increasingly using AI to draft rulings and prepare for hearings
A study found over 60 percent of surveyed judges have used AI in their work, even as some experts worry AI's unreliability could compromise their authority.

(Washington Post illustration; iStock)


By Daniel Wu | 2026-04-02
When Xavier Rodriguez, a Texas-based federal judge, prepares for a hearing, he usually begins by turning to artificial intelligence. He feeds the relevant court filings into an AI tool that quickly produces a timeline of the case and the claims that parties are making for him to review.
"My law clerks would be wasting 30, 45 minutes, an hour, developing a chronology of events," Rodriguez told The Washington Post. "This thing does it instantaneously."
Before a hearing, Rodriguez might also ask AI to suggest questions to ask an attorney or identify weaknesses in a plaintiff's argument. In an area of law  in which he feels particularly well-versed, Rodriguez sometimes -- after deciding on his judgment -- uses AI to draft the ruling he will issue.
"I'm doing my own preparation," said Rodriguez, who has served for over 20 years in the U.S. District Court for the Western District of Texas. "I'm not strictly relying on an AI tool. ... It's just an extra set of eyes."
AI use in court has made headlines for a stream of fabricated citations and other mistakes in filings that have embarrassed attorneys. But adoption of the tools among legal professionals  now extends to the highest stewards of the judicial system. A Northwestern University study published this week, co-authored by Rodriguez, that surveyed 112 federal judges found more than 60 percent reported using one of a set of popular AI tools at least once in their judicial work. Around 22 percent of the judges said they used AI daily or weekly in their duties.
Courts are also pursuing partnerships with legal vendors developing AI tools for judicial work. The Los Angeles County Superior Court announced a pilot program in March with Learned Hand, a legal start-up that develops an AI tool for judges. Learned Hand's AI is also being used in trial courts in 10 states and the Michigan Supreme Court, the company said. Legal research companies Thomson Reuters and LexisNexis have contracts to provide AI tools to the federal judiciary.
Judges say they're aware of the risks, even as some experts worry that AI's unreliability could compromise their authority.
"Judges, they're responsible for making decisions that are very important to people and resolving disputes that are very significant," said Eric Posner, a law professor at the University of Chicago. "They just can't gamble with a technology that is not fully understood and that is known to hallucinate."
The upside, proponents say, could be a more efficient judiciary better equipped to process heavy caseloads.
"We're very cautious about this, obviously," said Christopher Patterson, chief judge of Florida's 14th Circuit Court. "We're just trying to learn the AI tool -- is this right for us, and is it accurate, and is it saving [time]?"
"I will tell you that the preliminary results are very positive," Patterson added.
It is hard to determine exactly how many judges across the United States' vast legal system are using AI in their duties. Not all AI use is disclosed publicly, and courts and judges have often decided on adoption on an individual basis.
"AI adoption is real, but it's early," said Michael Navin, a consultant at the National Center for State Courts who studies legal AI use. "I don't get a sense that there's an overwhelming use of AI by judges, but it is there."
Judges  who have been early adopters of AI said they employ the tools across their workflow, from reviewing a new case to drafting a final ruling. Samantha Jessner, a Los Angeles County Superior Court judge who is testing Learned Hand, said she uses its AI tool as a research aide.
"I may say to the tool, 'I need to know what the controlling authorities are in California with regard to this subject,'" Jessner said. "If I need to know more about a particular area of law ... you can interface with the tool and ask the tool pretty specific questions."

The Los Angeles County Superior Court announced a pilot program in March with Learned Hand, a legal start-up that develops an AI tool for judges. (Ethan Swope/Getty Images)


Judges also said they used AI to analyze parties' court filings to assess if claims are backed by law or identify areas for further inquiry. Most legal AI tools link directly to the laws or cases they cite, they said, allowing judges to look up the relevant laws and double-check the AI response.
"When we say, 'Analyze the law based on these pleadings,' it'll come back and it'll tell us, 'Yes, this is supported good law,' or 'This is not good law,'" said Patterson, the Florida judge.
Rodriguez, from Texas federal court, raised the example of reviewing a motion for summary judgment, where a party asks a court to resolve a case before trial. Those motions can be accompanied by volumes of evidence, such as deposition transcripts, that can be time-consuming to sort through, he said.
"I'm uploading everything," Rodriguez said, describing how he would use AI to begin reviewing a summary judgement request in a hypothetical age discrimination case. "And then I'll ask, 'Identify any potential statements made in this age discrimination case that appear discriminatory.'"
Jessner, Patterson and Rodriguez said they also use AI to assist in drafting rulings and orders. All the judges said that they do not rely on AI to decide how they will rule in case, but the tools can provide a starting point -- not unlike a template that judges or clerks might use when writing routine orders -- that they can then edit.
"If you've got a draft, then you can go back and you can plus it up with relevant facts and additional case law or findings that you want to make," Patterson said. "That always reduces the time, as opposed to starting from scratch."
Some judges and court administrators say the time saved by AI tools can be helpful for an overworked judiciary swamped by cases, especially in courts where judges don't have a team of clerks to assist with research.
"Court filings continue to increase," Patterson said. "We've got to find a way to meet that need in an ethical, responsible way."
The stakes are high. Judges have not been immune to the AI-generated errors plaguing courtrooms. Hallucinations appeared last year in the court filings of two federal judges overseeing a federal securities class-action lawsuit and a challenge to the Mississippi education board's educational policies. Henry T. Wingate of the Southern District of Mississippi and Julien Xavier Neals of the District of New Jersey's filings included citations to nonexistent cases, false descriptions of a plaintiff's allegations in their complaint and false quotes attributed to plaintiffs, which they attributed to a clerk and an intern using AI, The Post reported.
Attorneys alerted the judges to their mistakes, and they hastily corrected their filings. The Senate Judiciary Committee blasted the judges for their mistakes, and Neals instituted a written policy in his chambers prohibiting the use of generative AI in legal research or drafting court filings.
Developers of AI tools designed for the legal community say their models are less likely to hallucinate because they source answers from databases of court cases and other legal documents. Their reliability has still been challenged -- a 2024 Stanford University study found that LexisNexis and Thomson Reuters' legal AI tools were more reliable than general-purpose chatbots but still made mistakes in between 17 and 33 percent of queries.
LexisNexis and Thomson Reuters said in statements that their tools have improved significantly since the study and are designed to link back to cases in their answers so that users can verify the information they cite.
Some courts and judges stressed they were still evaluating the effectiveness of AI tools and would make decisions on further use as time progresses. The Los Angeles County Superior Court's pilot program with Learned Hand will last a year and the tool's use is limited for now to certain civil motions, the court said. Patterson, of Florida's 14th Circuit Court, said his court was also treating its use of AI as a test run and is testing AI tools with both old and active cases.
There has been no suggestion, from courts or the legal vendors selling to them, of letting AI tools take over the role of judges.
"It's the human oversight that we just can't do away with," Patterson said. "That's the message that I've got to my judges, to my staff attorneys. Don't let [AI] substitute your judgment for the tool's judgment."
"You can't let that happen."
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National
Higher social media use linked to lower support for democracy, poll shows
The more people use social media, the less likely they are to believe democracy is the best form of government, the survey of over 20,000 Americans found. 

(Mark Makela/Getty Images)


By Casey Parks | 2026-04-02
Americans who spend at least five hours a day on social media are more likely to feel heard, but also more open to political violence and less supportive of democracy, according to a major new poll released this week.
But researchers can't say for sure whether platforms such as Instagram and X are the cause or the effect of those views, and other academics have found social media's influence is limited.
The findings come from a nationally representative study of more than 20,000 Americans that Gallup and the Charles F. Kettering Foundation conducted last summer as part of their annual survey on the ways Americans experience democracy. Of those surveyed, more than 1 in 10 spend at least five hours a day on social media.
"I think most of what we're observing is a reflection of self-selection into who becomes a heavy social media user," said Jaime Settle, an associate professor of government at William & Mary and the author of "Frenemies: How Social Media Polarizes America."
"A certain kind of person is opting into spending a lot of time on social media," she said, "and they may be people who are more disaffected to start with."
The poll offers starkly conflicting data about the influence of heavy social media usage on Americans' relationship with their government.
On one hand, the longer someone spends on social media, the more likely they are to feel that other people value their opinions. And more than 60 percent of the heaviest users say that protesting, donating money or attending town halls is an effective way to influence the government. Only half of people who don't use social media find those forms of civic engagement effective.
But those same heavy users are far less likely to believe democracy is the best form of government. Just 57 percent of heavy users agreed with that statement, whereas 73 percent of people who use social media for an hour or less each day say democracy is the best form of government.
Though researchers at Gallup and Kettering wouldn't say officially why those contradictions may be true, Derek Barker, the senior program manager for research at the Kettering Foundation, suggested that a clue might lie in the data itself.
Heavy social media users are more open to political violence and less open to compromise, the survey found. They find it hard to get along with people who don't share their beliefs. And they are less likely to believe everyone should have the right to vote.
"What I would be concerned about is whether social media might be reinforcing the tendency to associate with like-minded people who are reinforcing these more extreme beliefs," Barker said.
Officials for Meta, which owns Facebook and Instagram, did not respond to requests for comment, but in the past, its executives have pointed to peer-reviewed studies that suggest social media's influence on polarization may be slighter than people assume.
Dartmouth College professor Brendan Nyhan is one of a dozen or so independent academics who studied Facebook and Instagram's impact during the 2020 elections. While Nyhan called the Gallup findings "an interesting hypothesis to test," he said he didn't know of any strong evidence that offered a causal relationship between social media and a distrust of democracy.
As part of Nyhan's work, he and others ran experiments where they randomly assigned some users to disengage from social media during the 2020 election season, and they reduced other users' access to content from like-minded posters. Neither intervention significantly changed voters' beliefs or actions.
Though officials at Gallup and Kettering said their findings "suggest that social media use may play an increasingly complex role in the health of U.S. democracy," they, too, stopped short of assigning a causal relationship between the online platforms and a person's beliefs.
"What we have are a series of relationships that are at least raising concerns about social media use and democracy," Barker said. "Our idea is to present the issue, highlight these relationships and start a conversation about what solutions might look like."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2026/04/02/social-media-use-democracy-belief/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            National
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Business
          
        

      

      World

      The Washington Post World section provides information and analysis of breaking world news stories. In addition to our world news and video, Post World News offers discussions and blogs on major international news and economic issues.


      
        Oil prices jump after Trump demands others 'take the lead' on Strait of Hormuz
        Ellen Francis, Victoria Craw

        Oil prices surged around 8 percent and stock markets fell after President Donald Trump presented no plan to open the critical waterway.

      

      
        Israelis celebrate Passover in a parking garage turned bomb shelter
        Heidi Levine

        People broke matzoh, read from the Haggadah and sang -- with no need to worry about when the next air raid siren might sound.

      

      
        Migrant workers keep Dubai running but can't afford to flee Iranian strikes
        Rachel Chason

        As Iran's retaliatory attacks hit regional centers of commerce, such as Dubai, the majority of the deaths have been among migrant workers who could not afford to flee.

      

      
        Wartime fuel shortages spawn panic, robberies and killings in Asia
        Rebecca Tan

        Gas is being stolen, and station workers in Bangladesh, Pakistan and India have been killed over shortages and high prices. Unrest is set to worsen the longer the war lasts.

      

      
        American journalist Shelly Kittleson kidnapped in Baghdad
        Scott Nover, Mustafa Salim, Adam Taylor

        Iraq's interior ministry said it had arrested one suspect, seized a car and was looking for accomplices.

      

      
        Risky commando plan to seize Iran's uranium came at Trump's request
        Ellen Nakashima, John Hudson, Alex Horton, Karen DeYoung

        A plan briefed to Trump last week to insert ground forces to remove Iran's nuclear material would be a very difficult endeavor of a type never before attempted in wartime.
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Middle East
Oil prices jump after Trump demands others 'take the lead' on Strait of Hormuz
Oil prices surged around 8 percent and stock markets fell after President Donald Trump presented no plan to open the critical waterway.


British Prime Minister Keir Starmer announced plans for a meeting of nations to assess diplomatic and political ways to make the Strait of Hormuz "accessible and safe" after the fighting has ended in the Iran war. (Jaimi Joy/Reuters)


By Ellen Francis, Victoria Craw | 2026-04-02
Oil prices rose sharply again Thursday and stock markets fell after President Donald Trump presented no plan to reopen the Strait of Hormuz in his address the evening before, leaving the task to a group of U.S. allies meeting on the energy crisis.
Officials from more than 30 countries convened Thursday to discuss how to reopen the strait, a vital corridor for the world's oil supply that has been choked off by the U.S.-Israeli war with Iran. The U.S. was not expected to have a representative at the meeting, which was called by Britain.
Trump, who has railed against NATO allies for hesitating to get more involved in the war, said in his address to the nation Wednesday night· that it was up to other countries to "take the lead in protecting the oil that they so desperately depend on," suggesting it was not the United States' problem.
Trump also defended the increasingly unpopular war, while saying the military campaign· spreading across the Middle East was "nearing completion."
Still, Trump's comments rattled financial markets, sending the price of Brent crude, the global benchmark, up 8 percent to about $109 per barrel on Thursday morning. U.S. stock markets opened lower, with the S&P 500 index losing around 1.5 percent, the Nasdaq composite index sinking around 2 percent and the Dow Jones Industrial Average more than 1 percent lower. In Europe, gas prices rose, while stock markets generally traded around 1 percent lower.
Asian markets also closed lower Thursday, with stocks in South Korea and Japan losing more than 4 percent and 2 percent lower respectively. Markets in Taiwan and Hong Kong fell by about 1 percent.
Since the U.S. and Israel launched an aerial barrage on Iran over a month ago, Tehran's threats and counterattacks have largely halted traffic in the Strait of Hormuz, which connects the Persian Gulf to the open ocean, sending energy prices soaring.
"The countries of the world that do receive oil through the Hormuz Strait must take care of that passage, they must cherish it. They must grab it and cherish it," Trump said in his Wednesday speech, adding that the U.S. "will be helpful."
The president said countries that "refuse to get involved in the decapitation of Iran" should "build up some delayed courage" and secure the waterway. "Should have done it before, should have done it with us, as we asked. Go to the strait and just take it, protect it, use it for yourselves," he added. "The hard part is done, so it should be easy."
British Prime Minister Keir Starmer, however, said earlier Wednesday in a speech: "I do have to level with people on this; this will not be easy." He said the meeting is aimed at assessing diplomatic and political ways to make the strait "accessible and safe" after the fighting has ended.
The dispute has widened cracks in the NATO alliance as Trump has chided Europeans for not offering unflinching support for or joining the war more directly. He and his administration have suggested the U.S. could pull support for NATO and weapons for Ukraine in its war against Russia if European leaders do not acquiesce to Trump's demands. The president said this week he was considering withdrawing from the U.S.-led alliance, which has been a cornerstone of American foreign and military policy in Europe for about eight decades.
French President Emmanuel Macron said a military operation to force open the Strait of Hormuz would not be realistic, calling instead for a "clear framework" to resume the flow through the waterway and for "diplomatic solutions" toward a ceasefire.
"Some  people defend the idea of  freeing the Strait of Hormuz by force via a military operation, a  position sometimes expressed by  the United States ... although it has varied," Macron [?]told reporters Thursday during a trip to South Korea. "This was never the option we supported, and we consider  it unrealistic," he added. "It would take indefinite time,  and would expose all  those [?]who go through the strait to risks."
Speaking at the start of Thursday's virtual meeting, British Foreign Secretary Yvette Cooper accused Iran of hijacking an international shipping route "to hold the global economy hostage," saying maritime traffic through the strait had shrunk from about 150 vessels per day to five, with some 20,000 seafarers trapped on about 2,000 ships.
Starmer said Thursday's virtual meeting would focus on de-escalation and assessing "all viable diplomatic and political measures we can take to restore freedom of navigation, guarantee the safety of trapped ships and seafarers and to resume the movement of vital commodities."
The call, chaired by Cooper, will include officials from France, Germany, Italy, Canada, Japan and the United Arab Emirates.
Countries including France and Britain have said their navies would help secure the waterway and escort tankers once the fighting abates, but not while the missiles and drones are flying. Several European allies have also allowed the U.S. to use their airspace and military bases in Europe for the war effort.
European leaders concede they will have to address the Strait of Hormuz crisis as they scramble to curb the fallout of a U.S. war that is buffeting households and businesses across Europe and Asia, in many ways more so than in the United States.
But as they try to calm tensions with the U.S., their most powerful ally, European leaders are also maneuvering to avoid joining a war that is deeply unpopular at home and one that could make them a target of Iran's retaliation.
Tehran has said the Strait of Hormuz is closed to "enemies of the nation."
European officials have, in recent days, deliberated with partners in the Persian Gulf and Asia on forming a coalition that could secure and monitor the passage of oil tankers through the strait.
France's military chief convened officials from over 30 nations last week to strategize on ways to clear the strait "once hostilities have ceased," and his country, a member of the U.N. Security Council, is also taking part in diplomatic efforts at the United Nations. Even if there is a de-escalation between the U.S., Israel and Iran, securing the waterway will require naval assets for demining and deterrence, officials say.
Nations in the Persian Gulf, where Iran has directed many of its missile and drone attacks, are also pushing to reopen the strait as the conflict triggers some of their worst economic turbulence in decades.
In parallel with talks on building a coalition, some Gulf states led by Bahrain have backed an effort for a U.N. Security Council resolution that could provide legal cover for an international operation to unblock the strait.
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Middle East
Israelis celebrate Passover in a parking garage turned bomb shelter
People broke matzoh, read from the Haggadah and sang -- with no need to worry about when the next air raid siren might sound.

People gather for a communal Passover seder in an underground parking lot that serves as a bomb shelter in Tel Aviv on Wednesday. (Heidi Levine/FTWP)


By Heidi Levine | 2026-04-02
TEL AVIV -- In more peaceful times, the space under the Dizengoff Center, a mall in Tel Aviv, is simply a parking garage. Now, Rabbi David Benjamin said as air-raid sirens wailed outside, "There are a lot of people who actually live here. They made their homes here."
On Wednesday evening, the start of Passover, members of this new underground community gathered for a seder. For many in Israel, back-to-back sirens leading up to the ritual meal meant rushing between kitchens, dining rooms and bomb shelters. But these ad hoc neighbors chose to avoid any disruption by planning their gathering here, four levels down.
Sitting on plastic chairs at long rows of folding tables decorated with string lights, they broke matzoh, read from the Haggadah and sang -- with no need to worry about the next siren.
The military sends warnings when it detects missile launches in Iran, giving Israelis several minutes to prepare. When the siren goes off, they have 90 seconds to get to a shelter.

A seder plate containing the symbolic foods eaten during Passover is passed around during the event. (Heidi Levine/FTWP)



Many of the people at the event have been living in tents in the parking garage since the start of the war with Iran. (Heidi Levine/FTWP)


Since the United States and Israel started the war on Feb. 28, more than 2,000 people have been killed in Iran, which does not have a siren system or widespread access to shelters. At least 19 people in Israel have been killed in retaliatory strikes, according to Israeli officials.
In Tel Aviv, the number of missiles and alerts had waned in recent days, to none Sunday through Monday night. But four sirens sounded Wednesday morning within a two-hour period. In the evening, four more sounded within an hour. While President Donald Trump declared on Wednesday night ·that the war is "nearing completion," Iran seemed intent on showing it is willing and able to continue hitting back.
Before Passover, the Israeli military had warned that Iran could send missiles "in an attempt to harm Israeli civilians during the holiday."
Marivic Aguilar, 55, a Filipina caregiver who has lived in Israel for more than two decades, said she's used to the strikes by now. She has been living in the parking garage for almost a month, she said, because her home lacks a reinforced security room -- a legal requirement for all residential construction since the 1990s.
"Our bomb shelter is not safe," she said. "It doesn't have a door," a child interjected.

People eat matzoh during the event. (Heidi Levine/FTWP)


Henry Manimtim, 50, another Filipino caregiver, said he goes to work in the morning and returns to the garage in the evening. "It's very hard, dangerous, but what can I do?" he asked. "I need the work, the extra money."
In Persian Gulf countries, a high number of civilian casualties have been among migrant workers· who live in more vulnerable housing and cannot afford to flee.
In the Dizengoff garage, people have pitched tents, laid out air mattresses and brought chairs, fridges, desks and pets to mark their territory.
Benjamin, a Reform rabbi, was supposed to lead a seder in South Africa but flights have been canceled because of the war, and the parking garage celebration came up.
Hadas Ragolsky, a member of the city council, helped organize the event. Restaurants donated food and people brought water, wine and flowers.
Rivka Geffen -- at age 94, "a young girl," she said -- has made a makeshift home in the shelter. "I don't know if you know the story of the toilet," she said. "You know it?"

Children of Philippine care givers play in the underground shelter. (Heidi Levine/FTWP)



Boxes of matzoh and other goods were brought in for the event. (Heidi Levine/FTWP)


The squat shared toilet doesn't always flush. She goes to her high-rise apartment building nearby, she said.
Geffen hadn't planned to be in the parking garage for the seder, but organizers invited her. "If I will be scared, I'm with other people too," she said.

Families gather to celebrate Passover in the shelter. (Heidi Levine/FTWP)


Roneat Shomai, 63, called the parking-garage seder her "least worst" option. "At least I am safe," she said, with her 2-month-old kitten zipped in her sweatshirt. "Hopefully when I go up tomorrow, I will not find horrible things outside."
She thought the war would end in two weeks. "I never thought it would be so long. I really miss my bed, really, really miss my bed," she said. But it's really scary, and here at least I can sleep."
Sammy Westfall contributed reporting.
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Middle East
Migrant workers keep Dubai running but can't afford to flee Iranian strikes
As Iran's retaliatory attacks hit regional centers of commerce, such as Dubai, the majority of the deaths have been among migrant workers who could not afford to flee. 

(Katarina Premfors/For The Washington Post)


By Rachel Chason | 2026-04-02
DUBAI -- Muzaffar Ali Ghulam traveled here four years ago at the invitation of his cousin, hoping to build the house of his dreams back in Pakistan for his young family.
The 27-year-old worked 12-hour days as a driver in Dubai, sending most of his salary home to his wife and three children, said his cousin, Masood, who spoke on the condition that only his first name be used because of security concerns. When Iran started firing missiles and drones at the United Arab Emirates a month ago, Masood said, there was no discussion of fleeing Dubai. There was no way they could afford it.
Shrapnel from an Iranian strike hit Ghulam's car March 7, Emirati officials said, killing him instantly.
"I miss him every day, and I still don't believe he is gone," Masood said in an interview in Al Lisaili, an area where the city gives way to desert and many migrant workers live. "Sometimes I think he is still here with us."

Masood holds a photograph of Ghulam. (Katarina Premfors/For The Washington Post)


Ghulam was one of more than a dozen civilians killed across the Persian Gulf since the United States and Israel began pummeling Iran with strikes Feb. 28 and Iran began retaliating by striking wealthy Gulf nations that for years had been heralded for their stability.
The majority of the deaths have been among migrant workers like Ghulam, whose labor has quietly turned cities such as Dubai into global business hubs -- and who, in turn, have counted on the city to transform their prospects in their home countries.
As many of Dubai's wealthier residents fled amid four weeks of strikes, those workers have remained. The war has increased visibility of the role they play in the city -- and the precariousness they face, with their lives and jobs more at risk than those who can pay for a flight out or work from home.
In recent days across this city of 4 million, where streets have been unusually devoid of traffic and beach clubs are seeing a fraction of the usual crowds, a maintenance worker from Uganda watched as a drone streaked across the port area where he worked. An electrician from Ghana said he feared death when missile alerts went off -- but mostly because of what it would mean for his family's finances back home. An Egyptian waiter put on a smile at work each day, saying he hoped Dubai would remain the place that allowed him to build his dreams.

A plane flies over a Dubai neighborhood. (Katarina Premfors/For The Washington Post)


Sitting in the rundown shopping center in Al Lisaili, dozens of miles from Dubai's gleaming skyscrapers, Ghulam's friend, Ali, said that Ghulam had loved cricket and joking with his friends when he wasn't working.
Mostly, he dreamed of what his kids might achieve, his cousin said, noting that his oldest daughter wanted to become a doctor. As Masood spoke, a shrill missile alert rang out from his phone. His light brown eyes were vacant as he looked at the screen, where a message warned the men to take shelter.
"I am scared," he said, adding that he would consider going home, "but it is not possible." He was still working to pay off a debt in Pakistan.
Masood said that he had been talking often with his sister, who was Ghulam's wife. She was inconsolable, he said, unable to stop crying or to start eating, and still struggling to understand why her husband had died.
"We try very hard, but at the moment, we cannot comfort her," he said.

Shops next to the Gold Souk in Deira, Dubai. (Katarina Premfors/For The Washington Post)


In the market near Dubai Creek, the oldest part of the city, a group of young spice traders said they came from Afghanistan, Pakistan, India and Iran. They all shared the business, they explained, and usually made enough money to support their families back home.
Dubai, they said proudly, had been the type of city where such a melting pot was possible, where such business success was the norm. But Mohammad Anwar, 34, from Afghanistan, said that the war that President Donald Trump had launched now threatened all of their futures.
Anwar looked at the mostly empty shops and sidewalks and shook his head. "He needs to stop this thing and let us do business," he said.
The spice traders said they were not scared and trusted the UAE government to protect them. Their main concern, the men said as they scanned the skies for planes overhead, was that the tourists return.

Mohammed Shahbaz, who moved to Dubai from Pakistan 10 years ago. (Katarina Premfors/For The Washington Post)


With the war a month old, Mohammed Shahbaz, 28, was worried about business. Shahbaz, from Pakistan, said he was used to making a good living in Dubai's largest fish market, sending about half of his $500 monthly earnings home to his family.
"But now we don't have money," he said, looking at the sparse collection of kingfish in front of him -- a fraction of the typical haul, much of which usually came from Iran. Since the U.S. and Israel started the war, trade between the two nations had stopped. The price of fish roughly doubled.
"War has brought too many problems," Shahbaz said. "Everything is expensive -- vegetables and fruit and meat and fish." He added: "When the war finishes, everyone will be happy."

Jibril Mukalaz, 30, who arrived in Dubai from Uganda six months ago, works as a cleaner. (Katarina Premfors/For The Washington Post)


Outside the fish market on a recent morning, Jibril Mukalaz, 30, who arrived in Dubai from Uganda six months before, was walking with his cart full of cleaning supplies. Mukalaz, soft-spoken, said he was terrified as he watched a drone fly across the fish market where he works as a cleaner and heard the booms of interceptions.
Mukalaz works 12-hour days for the equivalent of about $270 a month, sending about $55 home to his family and wishing he could send more. His contract is for two years, including housing, transportation and one ticket home when the contract ends. He doubts he'll see his family before then, he said, because he cannot afford the flight.
When his wife and his mother call from Uganda, worried after watching the news, he said he tries to reassure them. But the truth, he said, is: "I was very scared. ... I am very scared."
"And I have no choice," he said. "I have to stay."

A food delivery driver outside his labor accommodation in Al Quoz. (Katarina Premfors/For The Washington Post)


In the industrial Al Quoz neighborhood in Dubai where many migrant workers live, laundry hangs on clotheslines outside small apartments in low-rise buildings. Delivery drivers, office cleaners and restaurant workers chat in a mix of languages outside a roadside stall serving Afghan rotis fresh from the fire.
Frank Ankomah, 27, from Ghana, said that life has gotten easier over his three years here. He has adjusted to Dubai's unbearably hot summers, he said, and is now able to send about half of his $500 monthly earnings as an electrician home to his parents and child.
When the war started, he said, he was not as scared for himself as he was for his family. "If I die, then my family would not have money," he said. "If I went home, my family would not have money."

Ahmad Mustafa, head waiter at the African Queen in Dubai. (Katarina Premfors/For The Washington Post)


As the sun set on a recent weeknight at African Queen, a beachside club in an upscale strip off Jumeirah Beach, most of the tables were empty. Patrice Gouty, the operations director, said that despite the financial challenges, he and the club's investors had decided to keep paying all his staff. Many other bars and restaurants, he said, made a different choice, cutting staff as soon as the first drones and missiles hit.
Ahmad Mustafa, the head waiter, who came from Egypt 13 years ago, said that Dubai had allowed him to build the future he wanted, working in hospitality but also starting his own furniture business.
The missile alerts that at first alarmed him and customers quickly became routine, he said, and he was no longer scared. But he is nervous for Dubai's future.
"It is our home," said Mustafa, 37. "Whatever happens to Dubai happens to us."

The African Queen restaurant in Dubai. (Katarina Premfors/For The Washington Post)
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Asia
Wartime fuel shortages spawn panic, robberies and killings in Asia
Gas is being stolen, and station workers in Bangladesh, Pakistan and India have been killed over shortages and high prices. Unrest is set to worsen the longer the war lasts.

A line of motorcyclists waiting to fuel up March 6 at a station in Bangladesh's capital, Dhaka. (Mohammad Ponir Hossain/Reuters)


By Rebecca Tan | 2026-04-02
Painful fuel shortages are beginning to drive violence and instability in parts of Asia, adding to the cascade of repercussions from the U.S.-Israeli war on Iran.
In Bangladesh, illegal syndicates are stealing fuel in the middle of the night and raiding transport vehicles to stockpile supplies, according to a trade association for gas station owners. Gas pump workers in Bangladesh as well as in neighboring India and nearby Pakistan have been killed in fuel thefts or rage-driven assaults over the lack of supplies, authorities said. And in the Philippines last week, thousands of transportation workers went on strike to protest soaring diesel prices.
"This is a madness. This is intolerable," Rashed Al Mahmud Titumir, an adviser to Bangladesh's prime minister, said in an interview Monday, his voice rising in exasperation. "Where is the global conscience to solve this crisis?"
Governments in Asia have cut deep into their fiscal reserves to replace imports of Middle Eastern oil and gas, which have been blocked or destroyed by Iran in retaliation for the U.S. and Israeli bombing campaign. Many countries have made expensive purchases on the so-called spot market to keep energy supplies steady and absorbed most of the price shocks with subsidies.
But with uncertainty surrounding the progress of negotiations between Washington and Tehran, and indications that the United States is preparing for a ground invasion, these mitigation efforts may not be sustainable, analysts warn. More pain is expected as oil and gas volatility begins to drive up costs, or cause shortages, of food and other commodities.
The State Department, whose diplomats engage with countries affected by the war, did not respond to requests for comment.
Research shows spikes in fuel prices often spur violence, within communities and against governments, especially when protections like subsidies are withdrawn, said Idean Salehyan, a political science professor at the University of North Texas. "If we have sustained oil prices over $100 a barrel and it lasts into April, possibly even into May, then we're going to see some real chronic instability," Salehyan said.
While countries with more poverty are the most vulnerable, wealthier nations are not immune. Trade associations in Australia say fuel theft has surged as much as 50 percent in some locations. French truck drivers are carrying out blockades in major cities this week to demand additional fuel assistance.
Still, it is countries like Bangladesh, with more than one-quarter of its 175 million people living in poverty, where the risk of insecurity is highest.

Motorists in a long line for fuel in Dhaka on March 10. (Mohammad Ponir Hossain/Reuters)


Among the most densely populated countries in the world, Bangladesh imports about 95 percent of its energy and is heavily reliant on shipments that pass through the Strait of Hormuz, the narrow waterway that is now choked off by the war. The Bangladeshi government has mostly kept supplies steady, but panic-buying and illegal stockpiling are emptying gas stations.
Anxious motorists have formed lines stretching several miles, and because they're pumping more fuel, stations are running dry after just a few hours, which is stirring even greater panic, said Md Najmul Haque, president of the Bangladesh Petrol Pump Owners Association. Illegal syndicates hoarding fuel to sell on the black market have made the situation worse, Haque noted.
Every day, attacks are reported across the roughly 3,000 fuel stations in the country, Haque said.
In northern Bangladesh, a group of motorcyclists beat a gas station worker so badly he was hospitalized. In a district east of the capital, Dhaka, motorists who were turned away without fuel returned after nightfall to haul station employees into a canal.
Over the weekend, in the western Narail district, a truck driver, Sujat Ali, was arrested in the killing of Nahid Sardar, gas station manager. Security camera footage showed that after being denied fuel, Sujat waited for Nahid to finish his shift, then ran him over with his truck. Sujat claimed in interrogations that he had waited eight hours for fuel, police said.
Rabiul Islam, the owner of Nahid's gas station, said in an interview that deliveries have been inconsistent since the start of the Iran war and had stopped entirely during the recent Eid holiday. All 6,000 liters of gas that the station received on Saturday had run out before Sujat arrived.
"It was very insufficient," Rabiul said. "We could not satisfy everyone."
Not even during the covid pandemic or the nationwide protests that toppled Bangladesh's government in 2024 was the violence this bad, according to Haque, the association president. He said he is worried things will get worse. Some workers have faced threats that their gas stations will be set on fire, he said. Many are asking to quit.
"What can we tell them?" he asked. He has pleaded for the government to deploy security personnel.
Titumir, the prime minister's adviser, said authorities are "dealing" with the insecurity.
Fuel caps have been imposed restricting the amount each motorist can purchase, he said. The Ministry of Home Affairs last weekend ordered a paramilitary force to guard fuel depots. The Ministry of Law is dispatching mobile courts to prosecute fuel hoarders and has recovered some illegal stockpiles.
Still, if the war stretches on indefinitely, it will be "very difficult" to protect people from inflationary pressures, Titumir said.
Bangladesh is already paying triple what it was a year ago to subsidize each cubic meter of liquefied natural gas (LNG), according to Shafiqul Alam, lead Bangladesh researcher at the U.S.-based Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis. To maintain these subsidies, the government is seeking more than $2.5 billion in new financing from lenders like the World Bank.
"If prices remain elevated, the government will have to either reduce imports or increase prices," Shafiqul said. Both would set the stage for greater insecurity.
Other countries are teetering on the edge of a similar cliff.
Indonesia so far has maintained heavy fuel subsidies but may not be able to do so if its deficit continues to balloon. Riots routinely have broken out in the country over fuel price shocks, including as recently as 2022.
Gul Nawaz Afridi, chair of the Petroleum Dealers Association in Pakistan's northwestern Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, said he worries about how long the government can keep up subsidies. "We know people may turn violent anytime against gas stations' owner and workers," he said.
Earlier in March, a gas station worker in the northeastern city of Sialkot was shot dead after refusing a motorcyclist's request to fill jerricans with fuel, police said.
As the energy crisis drags on, costs will be borne disproportionately by poor countries far away from the epicenter of the conflict, Titumir said, and they will not just be economic. Elected just weeks before the U.S. and Israel began their joint attacks on Iran, the Bangladeshi government's plans for reform and investment in public infrastructure have been derailed.
"We're being punished," Titumir said, "for something we had no role in."
Shaiq Hussain in Islamabad and Haq Nawaz Khan in Peshawar, Pakistan, contributed to this report.
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Media
American journalist Shelly Kittleson kidnapped in Baghdad
Iraq's interior ministry said it had arrested one suspect, seized a car and was looking for accomplices.

An undated selfie of Shelly Kittleson. (Shelly Kittleson)


By Scott Nover, Mustafa Salim, Adam Taylor | 2026-04-01
An American journalist has been kidnapped in Baghdad, U.S. and Iraqi authorities said Tuesday.
The journalist, identified as Shelly Kittleson by outlets for which she has written, has reported extensively from the Middle East as a freelance contributor to Al-Monitor, Foreign Policy, Politico and the BBC. She is based in Rome but travels frequently in the region.
"We are deeply alarmed by the kidnapping of Al-Monitor contributor Shelly Kittleson in Iraq," Al-Monitor said in a statement. "We call for her safe and immediate release. We stand by her vital reporting from the region and call for her swift return to continue her important work." While a frequent contributor, Kittleson was not on assignment for the publication at the time of her abduction.
The State Department is "aware of the reported kidnapping of an American journalist in Baghdad," said Dylan Johnson, assistant secretary of state for global public affairs. The Iraqi Interior Ministry said security forces had arrested one suspect and seized a vehicle used in the crime and was tracking alleged accomplices in hopes of recovering Kittleson.
Alex Plitsas, a nonresident senior fellow at the Atlantic Council, identified himself as Kittleson's "designated U.S. point of contact" and said the U.S. government had "acted immediately" and was "working very hard across multiple agencies and departments" on her behalf.
Johnson said the State Department "previously fulfilled our duty to warn this individual of threats against them and we will continue to coordinate with the FBI to ensure their release as quickly as possible." He said a suspect "with ties to the Iranian-aligned militia group Kataib Hizballah believed to be involved in the kidnapping has been taken into custody by Iraqi authorities." He cautioned that the department urges Americans, including journalists, against traveling to Iraq.
A U.S. official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to share sensitive details, said the government contacted Kittleson "multiple times with warnings of the threats against her" including as recently as Monday. Plitsas said he was aware of one such warning issued last week.
It's unclear which government agency contacted the journalist. The FBI declined to comment. A separate U.S. official, also speaking on the condition of anonymity, told The Washington Post that agents from an FBI field office visited Kittleson's parents on Wednesday.
Media freedom advocates expressed their concern for Kittleson's well-being.
The Committee to Protect Journalists called on Iraqi authorities "to do everything in their power" to find Kittleson, ensure her "immediate and safe release" and "hold those responsible to account," said Sara Qudah, the organization's director for the Middle East and North Africa.
"Her courageous reportage has covered conflict zones across the Middle East," the International Women's Media Foundation wrote. "She is a legitimate journalist simply doing her job to bring truth to the global public."
"The reported abduction of American journalist Shelly Kittleson in Baghdad is alarming and unacceptable," the National Press Club said. "Journalists are not targets and treating them as such is an assault on press freedom everywhere."
The family of American journalist Austin Tice, the Washington Post contributor who has been missing since he disappeared in Syria in 2012, said they were "heartbroken" by Kittleson's kidnapping.
"Our family knows all too well what can happen when a journalist is kidnapped," they said in a statement. "The focus of law enforcement at this time must be the safe return of Shelly. There will be plenty of time to bring justice against the kidnappers after Shelly is freed. Same for Austin."
Suzan Haidamous contributed to this report.
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National Security
Risky commando plan to seize Iran's uranium came at Trump's request 
A plan briefed to Trump last week to insert ground forces to remove Iran's nuclear material would be a very difficult endeavor of a type never before attempted in wartime.

This satellite image shows tunnel entrances at the Isfahan missile complex in central Iran on Feb. 27. (Satellite image copyright 2026 Vantor/AFP/Getty Images)


By Ellen Nakashima, John Hudson, Alex Horton, Karen DeYoung | 2026-04-01
The U.S. military has given the president a plan to seize nearly 1,000 pounds of highly enriched uranium in Iran that would involve flying in excavation equipment and building a runway for cargo planes to take the radioactive material out, according to two people familiar with the matter.
The complex plan was briefed to the president in the past week after he asked for a proposal, they said, as were its significant operational risks.
Trump's request for the plan, previously unreported, signals his interest in contemplating what would be an unusually sensitive and high-stakes special operations mission. The administration's consideration of such an operation was first reported by the Wall Street Journal.
Limiting Iran's capacity to build a nuclear weapon remains a top goal of the administration. But this plan, experts say, would represent an enormously difficult endeavor of a type never before attempted during wartime. The mission would require the airlift of potentially hundreds or thousands of troops and heavy equipment to support the excavation and recovery of radioactive material. That could take weeks, former defense officials have estimated, and take place under fire deep inside Iran.
Administration officials recently presented Iran with a 15-point proposal to end the war by reportedly demanding, among other things, that Tehran relinquish its highly enriched uranium -- what Trump has called "nuclear dust."
Iran has rejected the U.S. proposal, although it suggested in negotiations just before the war began that it could "dilute" the enriched material to a lower level.
"This would be one of, if not the largest, most complicated special operations in history," said Mick Mulroy, a former deputy assistant secretary of defense and retired CIA and Marine officer. "It's a major risk to the force."
In another sign of Trump's interest in pursuing such an operation, he encouraged Americans to tune in to a show by Fox News host Mark Levin, a staunch pro-Israel advocate, on Saturday. During the episode, Levin said the United States should deploy "specialized" ground troops to snatch Iran's uranium stockpiles.
"Why would we need troops on the ground? Well, there's a lot of reasons -- and we wouldn't need 300,000 of them. It's this uranium," Levin said.
Trump, who campaigned on a promise to end wars, now finds himself entering the fifth week of a conflict he started, one conducted mostly by air in coordination with Israel. Launching an ambitious ground operation to seize the uranium would involve the deployment of commandos and a host of other troops and support personnel, introducing a significant new level of risk to the military.
"It's the job of the Pentagon to make preparations in order to give the Commander in Chief maximum optionality. It does not mean the President has made a decision," White House spokesperson Karoline Leavitt said in a written response to questions about the plan.
With polls showing a majority of Americans opposed to the war and, in particular, to sending in ground troops, Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth on Tuesday sought to portray the president as a bold leader.
"As President Trump has said time and time again for years and in this administration, Iran cannot have a nuclear bomb -- and it won't," Hegseth said at a Pentagon press briefing, speaking about one motive for the war.

This image from an April 17, 2021, video released by the state-run Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting shows centrifuge machines at the Natanz uranium facility. (Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting/AP)


In June, the United States bombed nuclear facilities in Iran. But according to the International Atomic Energy Agency, Iran has stockpiled about 970 pounds of uranium enriched to 60 percent -- just short of weapons-grade level. More than half is stored in a nuclear facility outside Isfahan, a historic city in central Iran, in tunnels more than 300 feet deep, according to IAEA Director General Rafael Mariano Grossi, with the rest located at the Natanz nuclear site and, potentially, other areas.
Satellite imagery from early June published by France's Le Monde newspaper and analyzed by the Institute for Science and International Security showed a large flatbed truck carrying 18 blue barrels toward the southern entrance of the Isfahan facility. Though it was not possible to reach a definitive conclusion about their contents, the institute assessed that "the best match" was that the barrels contained highly enriched uranium cylinders and were being moved for storage within the tunnel complex days before Israel and then the U.S. launched punishing airstrikes on Iranian targets.
Access to the Isfahan storage area, Grossi told reporters during a mid-March Washington visit for high-level meetings, remains buried under rubble left by the U.S. bombing in June. Since then, he said, "we haven't seen big movements" indicating efforts to reach it. "Maybe a car or a truck" in the area, but "not bulldozers digging things out."
The highly enriched material, in the form of uranium hexafluoride gas, is stored in sealed cylinders akin to scuba tanks, each about three feet high. Before it can be used in a weapon, it must be additionally enriched to more than 90 percent and processed into a metal.
Describing an inspection visit to the Isfahan site just before the June airstrikes, Grossi said the cylinders are "not very big" and "not specially protected," although it is possible that some "decoys" have been placed among them to confuse and impede anyone trying to remove them.
While not privy to any military decisions, he said, "what I can say is that this considerable amount of material ... is highly contaminant, so there could be some contamination if there was a direct hit on it."
To get to the buried Isfahan stockpile, "you have to get excavation equipment, break through the concrete and the lead shield" and any other protective covering, "and then you somehow have to get to the bottom of this silo and remove the containers full of nuclear material and fly them out," said one of the two people familiar with the matter, both of whom spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the matter. Estimates on how long that would take vary, ranging from weeks to several months.
The best way to recover the material would be after a ceasefire and accompanied by IAEA personnel, said retired Gen. Joseph Votel, who has led both U.S. Central Command and U.S. Special Operations Command. "But if you have to fight your way in," he said, it could be feasible.
"There's a lot of risks associated with it. This is a very high order of complexity. There likely will be casualties," he said. "But this is the problem set for U.S. Special Operations forces. It's what we do. We have people who are specifically trained to go into these types of environments."
The scale and complexity would make the mission extraordinarily difficult, but it is possible, according to a former defense official with direct knowledge of Iran war plans and Special Operations capabilities. "Short of a largely symbolic quick strike to demonstrate we could do more, to recover much or all of the material requires a temporary occupation," the former official said.

This image from a video posted to social media on Tuesday shows smoke billowing as explosions rock Isfahan. (UGC/AFP/Getty Images)


Former commandos and officials described the extraordinary complexities surrounding such an operation.
The logistics would probably start with striking Iranian defenses and equipment to create safer passage for the ground troops, who would then fly hundreds of miles into the country to establish a defense perimeter at the facilities. One option, experts have speculated, is the Army's 82nd Airborne and Rangers parachuting to seize the ground, which could be within range of enemy artillery, missiles and drones.
From there, engineers would probably build an airstrip to bring in supplies and equipment, some of which may be airdropped from cargo aircraft or slung from utility helicopters. Both options would leave the slower-moving transport aircraft vulnerable to enemy fire.
Keeping the heavy excavation work going would require a deep bench of support troops, officials said. Mechanics, drivers, refuelers and others would work round-the-clock. Food and water would need constant resupply. Civilian nuclear specialists from the Energy Department and other agencies also would probably be on-site, former officials said, to assess risks and supervise the uranium removal.
The operations to house, feed and protect personnel would probably look more like a small base than a low-profile, clandestine mission.
The effort to blast through the rock and enter the storage area would be the start of a grueling, yard-by-yard process for commandos to enter the abyss of a facility thick with unknowns.
Breaching teams, possibly from the Army's Delta Force or Navy SEALs, would wield saws and blow torches to get past obstacles inside the underground facility while shooters covered them, according to a former special operator with experience training for such missions. The commandos would wear protective uniforms and rebreathers, carrying sensors to detect radioactive threats.
The teams would have to be mindful that anything they shoot, explode or cut through could disturb dangerous material. Concerns about radioactive exposure would require arduous and repeated decontamination of personnel and equipment. There might be booby traps.
"It is slow, meticulous and can be an extremely deadly process," the former operator said.
The exfiltration process would also expose troops, equipment and nuclear material to potential Iranian attacks as scores of personnel are airlifted back out through enemy airspace.
The operation would make complex, high-stakes missions look simple by comparison, former officials said. The raids to capture Nicolas Maduro in Venezuela and kill Osama bin Laden in Pakistan, for instance, were measured in minutes and hours. The entire process in Iran, even if the operation goes relatively smoothly, could take weeks, former officials estimated.
"It starts to look like you're not just buying a car on the lot, you're buying the entire assembly line," the former defense official said.
There are probably only a few dozen troops trained to retrieve nuclear material from behind enemy lines, and the proficiency has declined since the Cold War, the former official said, adding that nuclear retrieval scenarios were focused on terrorists and North Korea in recent years.
"There was a lot more attention on planning for these sorts of seizures or denying the North Koreans access" to nuclear materials, the former official said.
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Media
Voice of America's effort to bring back staffers grinds to a halt
A three-judge circuit court panel stayed a decision that would have allowed employees to resume work at the global broadcaster after a year of waiting.

(Gene J. Puskar/AP)


By Scott Nover | 2026-04-01
A plan to bring back Voice of America's employees, who have largely been sidelined by the Trump administration for a year, was halted late Tuesday.
A three-judge panel on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit stayed part of a March ruling by U.S. District Judge Royce Lamberth that would have sent 1,000 staffers back to work. However, the panel didn't touch most of the ruling, in which the judge found that a plan by Trump administration official Kari Lake to wind down the global broadcasting agency to its "statutory minimum" was illegal.
The back-to-work order is on pause until an appeals panel can rule on the merits of the government's appeal.
Alex Nicoll, a spokesman for the U.S. Agency for Global Media, VOA's parent agency, said the agency is "encouraged" by the decision. "This decision ensures USAGM's ability to continue operations and advance President Trump's agenda without disruption as the legal process moves forward."
"We always knew the road would be long and difficult," Voice of America plaintiffs Patsy Widakuswara, Jessica Jerreat and Kate Neeper wrote in a statement. "This development will not deter us from our fight to restore VOA's global operations and to broadcast journalism, not propaganda."
President Donald Trump issued an executive order last March ordering that USAGM be shrunk to its "minimum presence and function required by law." Lake, the agency official in charge, then placed more than 1,000 employees on paid administrative leave, where they've mostly remained to this day, while cutting loose hundreds of contractors. Lake has brought back some language services, including Mandarin, Dari, Pashto and Farsi, the latter of which has stirred controversy for its coverage during the outbreak of protests in Iran. A separate group of VOA employees sued last month, alleging Lake had repeatedly breached the broadcaster's editorial fire wall that insulates it from government interference.
Lake has repeatedly feuded with Lamberth, calling the 82-year-old Ronald Reagan appointee an "activist" judge, while Lamberth has threatened to hold Lake in contempt of court for noncooperation. Lamberth ruled in March that Lake served illegally as USAGM's head and nullified plans to terminate the employees long on paid administrative leave.
Those employees will remain in limbo for the time being.
Under Lamberth's initial ruling, the agency was given until March 23 to return all staffers to work. Following protest by the government, which said it had the capacity to only reinstate 70 employees per week, Lamberth reconsidered, saying the government must file a status report with a new plan to reinstate staffers by the end of the day on April 1.
VOA Director Michael Abramowitz, who has also been on administrative leave and sued the agency in a separate lawsuit, urged the government to continue to restore the broadcaster.
"USAGM told Judge Lamberth that it has developed a plan to bring the VOA employees on administrative leave back to work over the next two months," Abramowitz said. "It is very much in the national interest that the agency continues to implement its plan to restore Voice of America."
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Advice
Ask Sahaj: I'm trans. How do I stop constantly worrying?
The letter writer is struggling to balance "celebrating personal victories" and spiraling about the current state of affairs.

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2026-04-02
Dear Sahaj: I'm trans and really struggling with my mental health. When I narrow the focus down to just my own life and my own transition, things are fine -- great, even! But as soon as I think about things outside my little bubble of home, family, friends and job, things get very dark very fast.
The advice everyone gives is to ignore everything else, disconnect from the news and just focus on my journey. But that's hard to do when I have to think through safety concerns, and I constantly worry about how I'm being perceived by strangers. (Plus, I have to stay informed about current affairs for my job, so a complete disconnect isn't feasible.) It's so exhausting to be on guard all the time whenever I'm in public, but I don't know how to stop (or even if I should)!
How do I let myself mentally rest? How should I handle the balance between celebrating personal victories and dealing with the firestorm?
-- Struggling
Struggling: As we recognized Trans Visibility Day this week, I just want to say thanks for being you and thanks for writing in.
I won't tell you to "ignore everything else" or just "disconnect from the news" -- because of your work of course, but also because I don't think it's realistic. Part of what you're responding to is real, and you do have to think about safety. But awareness and vigilance are not the same thing. Awareness is grounded and responsive; it says: "What's happening right now and what do I need in this moment?" Instead, vigilance is ongoing and anticipatory. It says: "What could happen? What am I missing? What do I need to prepare for next?" The first can help you move through the world, whereas the second can keep you stuck even when nothing is happening.
You don't have to give up awareness to loosen vigilance, but you may need to practice coming in and out of it more intentionally. For example, feeling prepared and having a safety plan is important, but consider how you can do this in an actionable and finite way rather than in a fear-spiraling way. This would look like considering what you need to feel prepared in public, having emergency contacts lined up and having exit strategies thought out in different scenarios.
Try staying informed in a more structured way. Instead of information seeping into your day at all times (when you are walking to your next meeting, or on your commute home, or with your 15-minute lunch break), let it be something you engage with in defined windows, for specific purposes. Before consuming the news or content, check in with yourself and consent to opting in. This pause allows you to define your why and how long, and it also allows you to have an after-care plan for metabolizing what you're consuming.
Part of this work is also helping your body relearn that there are places (not everywhere!) where it can soften. When you can tie in what you are experiencing and consuming to how these feelings sit in your body, you can start to differentiate between feeling unsafe and a fear of letting your guard down. The former, again, requires your vigilance, and the latter is a signal that you can release.
You need mental rest, moments where your mind has less stimulation or different types of stimulation that are anchoring -- like cooking, a show, going for a walk and counting dogs you pass. Give your brain more of a break where you can, like routines or repeating outfits, minimizing decisions and having a sense of predictability around things you can control. And finally, mental rest can be achieved in spaces and with people where you don't have to perform or scan for safety. Spending time in those grounding environments, letting your guard come down even a little, is what helps your system recalibrate.
Rest in increments still compounds so try to challenge the all-or-nothing mindset. I want to reiterate here: Your grief is real and valid. And just because you feel grief does not mean you can't feel joy, too. You want to make space and room for your grief -- again, with intention -- while also making space and room for joy and celebration. The oscillation between these two is what allows for restoration and processing simultaneously, not just one over the other. I would encourage you to join spaces and conversations with other trans folks like my friends at Inclusive Therapists or find a support group in your area, so you can lean into community care and feel less like you're holding everything alone.
If there's one question you might gently return to, let it be this: Is there something happening right now in this very moment that requires me to be on guard? If the answer is yes, you respond. You take care of yourself. But if the answer is no, even if the world at large feels uncertain, you might experiment with allowing just a little more softness in that moment.
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Travel
Airline bag fees are sky-high. Save money with these packing hacks.
Budget travel experts advise packing light to avoid checked-bag fees, which are increasing due to rising fuel costs linked to the war in Iran.

(Washington Post illustration; iStock)


By Andrea Sachs, Natalie Compton | 2026-04-02
One of the commandments of budget travel is "Thou shalt not overpack." With rising ancillary fees, this age-old principle is more important than ever.
Late last month, JetBlue starting charging up to $9 more for checked bags. The carrier attributed the price adjustment to escalating fuel costs precipitated by the war in Iran.
"As we experience rising operating costs, we regularly evaluate how to manage those costs while keeping base fares competitive and continuing to invest in the experience our customers value," JetBlue said in a statement. "While we recognize that fee increases are never ideal, we take careful consideration to ensure these changes are implemented only when necessary."
Passenger in economy categories below Blue Plus pay $49 for the first checked bag for off-peak travel in North America, the Caribbean and Latin America -- a $4 bump. For peak periods, such as spring break, summer and holidays, the cost is $59, up from $50. Travelers can save $10 by paying for their bags on the website or app at least 24 hours before departure.
They can also pay nothing by packing frugally.
"You have to be ruthless," Matt Kepnes, a budget travel expert who goes by Nomadic Matt, told The Washington Post last year.
To lighten bags but not wallets, travelers should pack carefully, conscientiously and carry-on only. Follow these tips and tricks and you will never feel the pinch of luggage fees, no matter how high they soar.
Carry-on dimensions are not uniform. Crosscheck your bag's size with the airline's specifications so you don't get dinged at the gate.
For optimal capacity, consider the bag's design and material. Choose a model with a large cavity and expandable features. If you carry fragile electronics, a computer sleeve is essential. To stay organized, use packing cubes. When overhead bin space starts to fill up, airline staff will often gate-check roller bags but not softer pieces, such as backpacks and duffels.
Emma Topp, head of social at EF Ultimate Break, a tour operator that caters to 18-to-35-year-olds, can fit weeks of international travel into a medium-size duffel.
"It's so moldable," Topp told The Post last year. "I fill every little nook, because you only have so much space."
In a packing video, Topp demonstrates her space-saving techniques. She rolls instead of stacks, for instance, and tucks smaller items, such as socks, belts and bathing suits, into an extra pair of shoes.
Flight attendant Ashlee Loree swears by packing cubes, separating her dirty laundry and shoes from her clean clothes, as well as a hanging toiletry bag, two packing products endorsed by consumer advocate Chris Elliott.
Elliott has recommended Travelon's hanging toiletry bag and Monos packing cubes, which are made of tear-resistant nylon twill, in addition to BluffCube Pro from Bluffworks and Yeti Crossroads packing cubes.
One of our secret weapons is the compression bag. We use them to divide categories of clothing -- underwear and socks in one, workout clothes in another -- then toss them into a larger compression bag that can shrink the load to about half its original size.
Though airlines limits passengers to one personal item and one carry-on bag, travel pros suggest tucking a smaller foldable tote into your primary luggage.
Janice Moskoff, founder of Gather and Go Travel, a travel blog, is a fan of Ori London's Paddington crossbody bag. Baby Baggu slips into back pockets like a handkerchief. On a trip to Scotland, we picked up a backpack by Eco Chic that transforms into a small, flat pouch. It now travels the world with us.
To avoid overpacking, don't throw clothes into your bag willy-nilly. Curate a capsule collection based on trip length, climate/weather, activities and your personal comfort level. Look deep into your underwear drawer and ask yourself: How many pairs do I really need?
Tom Stuker, who earned the title of the world's most frequent flier by clocking more than 23 million miles, does not dwell on "what if" scenarios. He recommends packing necessities, plus one backup, and making sure the garments are easy to clean.
Be honest with yourself, Yolanda Edwards, founder of the luxury travel magazine Yolo Journal, told The Post last year. Don't bring certain types of clothes if they're only aspirational. If you don't plan to work out, skip the fitness attire, or throw in athleisure pieces suitable to lounging and athletic pursuits.
She urges travelers to learn from past mistakes. Ask yourself which items were worn sparingly -- or never -- on previous trips? If the patchwork Madras shorts or jeweled flip-flops saw only the inside of your suitcase during that trip, leave them at home this time around.
If you are unsure of whether you'll need a certain incidental item, such as a beach towel, book or umbrella, Sally French, lead writer at NerdWallet, recommends purchasing it at your destination -- as long as it is covered by the 10-$10 rule.
"If you can acquire it in less than 10 minutes and can get it for around $10," French said, "then just buy it on location."
The tactic is slightly elastic, she said. You can spend more than 10 minutes to locate the right store and pay whatever your budget allows. Just don't waste an entire morning on a scavenger hunt or sink a large sum of money into it.
Stuker, meanwhile, reminds travelers that they can replace most basic toiletries on the road. One hack: Top off travel-size shampoo and conditioner containers with the hotel's dispensers.
Packing savants often profess strategies that involve a series of digits that equate to a quantity of clothing items, such as 5-4-3-2-1 or 3-3-3. But superlight packers don't need multiples.
Kepnes focuses on the bare essentials, such as T-shirts, underwear and socks. He brings a pair of pants -- the ones he wears on the plane.
Moskoff follows a 3:1 ratio: three (or sometimes two) tops to one pair of bottoms. They will have a "cross purpose and go together," she said. Comfort comes before style. "They are not my favorite clothes," she said, "but they can all be mixed and matched."
Gillian Morris, a tech founder and co-author of a Substack called Supernuclear, seeks clothes with multiple uses, such as a sports bra that can stand in for a bikini top or more intimate apparel. Topp also incorporates versatile garments. She'll bring a maxi skirt that can double as a dress and a cardigan that she can wear as an outer layer, buttoned-up shirt or cape.
Though you might be excited to pack newer items, bring older clothes for their last hurrah. At the end of your trip, French said, leave them in your vacation destination.
With such a tightly edited wardrobe, you may wear the same clothes repeatedly and often on consecutive days. Choose breathable fabrics that don't absorb scents. Morris favors natural fabrics, such as silk, linen and wool, and sweat-wicking athletic wear.
"You can hang them up at night, and they're usually aired out and fresh by morning," Morris said.
Rollers and folders are staunch defenders of their preferred packing method. But travel experts recommend both -- in the same suitcase. Generally, you should tightly roll T-shirts and underwear and flat-pack formal wear and chunky sweaters.
"I like to roll all the things that can handle rolling, and then I fold my nicer things I don't want to have to iron and put that on top," Edwards said. That means items such as her workout clothes get rolled while blazers or pants get folded flat.
Stuker uses leftover dry-cleaner hangers and plastic coverings to pack some clothing, and rolls the rest.
The travel pros will wear their bulkiest items -- coats, sweaters and shoes -- on the plane, both ways.
Electronics and toiletries can be space hogs.
Each gadget doesn't need its own charger. Consolidate with a product that includes different USB ports. Topp uses one cord to charge several devices, such as her iPhone, laptop, noise-canceling headphones and camera.
True to the minimalist ethos, the packing gurus will usually forgo souvenirs. Or they will buy items they can use -- or wear -- during their trip, such as a sarong from Indonesia or a scarf from France.
If you are bursting at the seams, remember that duty-free purchases are exempt from carry-on limits.
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Advice
Miss Manners: My new last name looks like 'a certain four-letter word'
Letter writer catches people attempting "to decipher the pronunciation without being crass."

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2026-04-02
Dear Miss Manners: My (newly married) last name looks an awful lot like a certain four-letter word. It's rarely used in English, but common in its native language.
When someone new reads my name, whether on a name tag or on a screen, I notice a look of consternation in their eyes as they attempt to decipher the pronunciation without being crass. When in person, it is easy to run interference: I can say it quickly, clearly annunciating the long "U" before any embarrassment can occur. However, online in large meetings or social gatherings where the "mute" is applied and locked unilaterally, it's more awkward to type out the pronunciation.
It is lovely to hear that anyone is still using last names.
Miss Manners has no objection to including a brief "pronounced ___" in parenthesis when you join an online forum, so long as you can refrain from using punctuation to wink, smile or be otherwise undignified about it.
Dear Miss Manners: There is this older lady who attends some of my children's sporting events. She is the grandmother of some of my kids' friends. She has become irritating at these functions: Instead of watching the games, she talks rather loudly about other subjects.
I think attendees at a sporting event should be actually present -- or stay home. The junior athletes are due that respect.
Sometimes being polite is no more complex than keeping one's criticisms, no matter how reasonable they may be, to oneself. Jousting with a player's grandmother in the stands during a game is not an approved sport.
Dear Miss Manners: I am writing regarding the polite way to turn down unsolicited and unwanted advice. I have a young child with a severe and visible disability, and my husband and I often receive well-meaning but unwanted advice.
Our son is under the care of a well-trained team of professionals. When we receive unsolicited information, it is helpful to remember these people are usually sharing it out of a place of love because they care and want to help.
I have a practice of taking a deep breath, smiling and saying, "Thank you. That's something for me to think about." They don't need to know I only thought about it long enough to decide it was not worth pursuing. In my experience, these friends almost never follow up.
It is gracious of you to start from the assumption that people are well-meaning -- even if you are aware, of course, that not everyone is. Nosiness and the desire to dictate sometimes play a part. Miss Manners would only add that when you get unsolicited advice that does not merit a genuine "thank you" -- that is, advice that sounds either dangerous or highly critical -- the words of your response are still the correct ones. You need only omit the smile and add a warning frostiness to your tone of voice.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Advice
They go halfsies, but, surprise! He has millions. Give advice on this Hax question.
Every week, we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice to a question Carolyn Hax hasn't answered.

(Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2026-04-02
Carolyn Hax can't get to every question she receives, so every week we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice. Out of the many great responses we receive, we select a few standouts to publish on Wednesdays.
Previous reader questions have been about worries for a daughter dating someone much older, finding hope after being cheated on and whether a boyfriend's disdain for dogs is a dealbreaker. No matter the question, Carolyn's readers always show up with thoughtful and useful advice. You can read last week's question and responses here.
This week's question is below. Check back on Wednesday to read our favorite answers. Responses may be edited for length or clarity.
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Advice
Asking Eric: Brother's book reveals family secret without permission
Brother's apology for revealing a traumatic family secret didn't feel "heartfelt" to the letter writer.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2026-04-02
Dear Eric: My brother just released a book and as I was reading his acknowledgments in the online sample, I was blown away that he disclosed a very personal incident that happened when we were children.
I have been going to therapy sessions for years discussing things that happened to me as a child. It was very shocking to read this and caused a couple nights of no sleep.
When I discussed it with him, I lost my temper and said a few things and raised my voice. He finally said sorry on a text a couple days later, but it really wasn't heartfelt.
In the acknowledgments, he even gave a shout-out to his dogs. The only thing he said about me was "my older brother" when he described the incident in question.
Now that a couple of weeks have past and I feel better about it now, was I wrong for wanting a heads-up, a warning from him before it was released? A chance to say my opinion about not really wanting that part released?
-- Mad Brother
Brother: You're not wrong at all. He owed you a heads-up at the very least, but he should have asked your permission before sharing something personal, even if it wasn't something sensitive. There are so many points in a publishing journey during which a writer can send a draft to other people. He failed in his duty as a writer and as a sibling, and by not offering a meaningful apology, he's made it worse.
We have the right to tell our own stories in our own time. Had he written a memoir, there might have been a lot of overlap between what story is his to tell and what's yours. He'd still be responsible for talking things through with you beforehand.
But an acknowledgments section is meant to thank and honor those who supported a writer along their path to publication. This did not achieve that aim.
You write that you're feeling better -- I'm glad about that. You may decide that what's healthiest is to leave the past in the past. That's fine. But if you feel compelled to address it with your brother again, either to be sure that you've been heard or to see what remedies he can offer in changing the electronic copies or future editions, don't hesitate to do so.
Dear Eric: I'm hoping you can give me your thoughts on the situation between me and my estranged brother in another state.
I'm his older sister by 11 years. We're of different political parties and although I am not vocal about politics, he has decided our younger sister and I represent everything he hates about the other party.
His communications have been full of anger and obscenities, and saying he wishes I would "just die."
I've blocked his messages, but I sent an email wishing him happy birthday -- just that, nothing more. He came back raging with obscenities and the usual wish for my death.
It's amazing how he's changed in the last few years. He has had several surgeries, and I think maybe his brain has been affected. I don't know if his wife shares his politics and encourages his anger. We weren't in contact much even before the present situation. Do you think it's possible to defuse his anger so there can be some kind of contact? If so, how to proceed?
-- Different Sides
Sides: In general, change is possible for all of us. But it seems unlikely that you're in the best position to affect that change in him. Moreover, this isn't your responsibility, particularly after a history of such vicious attacks.
In this case, it may be helpful to think about what he's actually angry about and what could possibly be done to assuage said anger. If you'd committed an offense against him, for instance, you could apologize and seek to make amends. And, in time, his anger might fade. But, from your telling, it doesn't seem that you've done anything. So, the burden isn't on you.
This is not the behavior of someone who is looking for a way to connect, nor is it the behavior of someone who is looking to convince you. His response makes conversation all but impossible. That's not on you. And it isn't about what you believe or what he believes. People disagree about all kinds of things and still find ways of being in a relationship with each other. He's chosen violent language as his primary, and seemingly only, form of contact. You might consider reaching out to his wife to express your concern or to see if there's something you can do. But proceed with caution; the contact that you want may not be the kind of contact he's willing to have.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Home & Design
Yes, you can make friends with trees. Here's why it's a good idea.
We form interspecies relationships with our pets. So why not plants?

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Alla Dreyvitser/The Washington Post)


By Kate Morgan | 2026-04-01

(Illustration by Alla Dreyvitser/The Washington Post)


RJ Laverne's childhood home in Detroit had a big elm out front. In fact, the whole neighborhood was lined with them: great, graceful trees whose branches spread across the street to create a shady canopy. Elms were so widely planted in cities and suburbs in the 19th and 20th centuries that they became known as the "Main Street tree." Then, in the 1930s, Dutch elm disease began to ravage them, and by 1989, most of America's 77 million mature elms were dead.
Laverne's elm and its demise remain seared into his memory decades later. "I was maybe 8," he says, "and I remember standing at the front door next to my sister when the trucks came down the street and cut down the elm trees one by one. When they cut ours, it felt similar to losing a pet. I imagine I was not the only person that grieved to see our neighborhood transformed from this beautiful cathedral of trees to clear cut."
It was the first tree he loved, but certainly not the last for Laverne, who is a master arborist, an adjunct associate professor of forestry at Michigan Tech, and manager of education and training for Davey Tree Expert Company.
Many of us have loved a tree. Maybe it's the big sycamore that held a tree house behind your childhood home. Maybe it's the spruce that waves outside the window of your office, or the maple on the corner near your town's post office.
I adored a huge fir in the corner of my cousins' yard in New Jersey, with lower boughs that bent all the way to the ground and formed a sticky, fragrant fort at the trunk. Every day, my daughter greets a trio of towering oaks in our front yard that she lovingly calls "the mama trees."
It's not all that unusual to feel a particular bond with a specific tree. In fact, researchers in Finland found that the majority of respondents to a survey did in fact have a favorite. It's also not unusual, says Laverne, for that bond to feel a lot like friendship. We form interspecies relationships, he points out, with our pets. So why not plants?
"In most cases, when we think about a friendship, it's a symbiotic relationship and both parties are actively involved," he says. Trees might not respond to us the way a dog or cat would, but "we can form a symbiotic relationship with them nevertheless," Laverne says, "if we understand all of what they provide for us. Not just the wood, but the shade, the wind-shielding. They take pollutants from the air, reduce stormwater runoff. There's a huge list."
While those are all good reasons to appreciate trees, Laverne adds, "you're not going to fall in love with a tree because it's sequestering carbon." But there are other, perhaps slightly more intangible, reasons you might.
In the Finnish study, University of Turku researcher Kaisa Vainio and her colleagues identified three main types of human-tree relationships. The first was centered on nostalgia: People recalled trees from their childhood memories, or felt a familial connection. "It's a custom here, and in many places in the world, that you plant a tree when somebody has been born," Vainio says. "You see it grow, and it's mirroring your own growth, which creates a bond. That relationship is not just between yourself and the tree, but maybe with your grandmother who planted the tree, and her grandmother who planted one before her."
Others in Vainio's study chose their favorite tree based on what she calls a nurturing relationship. People felt close to trees that they had planted or were directly responsible caring for.
The third category, which she calls admiring relationships, involves "charismatic trees," she says. "You probably know one. They are somehow impressive -- maybe weird-shaped, really old, very big. They can be monuments or have some special status, or be a rare species."
But a tree needn't be so singular to become beloved. In many cases, Vainio says, a "favorite" is just a "really ordinary looking tree that is important to somebody, because it's the tree they share their everyday life with."
There can be a lot of benefit to getting to know the trees in your yard or along your commute, says Holly Worton, a naturalist and author of the book "If Trees Could Talk," but first you have to realize they're there.
"A lot of people think of them as inanimate objects," she says, "even though obviously they're alive. But they're just standing there, so I think they're so unlike other living creatures that it's easy to think of them as, basically, outdoor furniture."
Worton believes trees can communicate with her -- and with anyone else open-minded enough to converse with them -- telepathically. In addition to factual information about a number of tree species, her book also includes their advice for life, delivered, she says, in their own words. A Norway maple suggests she should stretch her comfort zone by spending time in the woods relaxing with her eyes closed. An ancient yew suggests that she might benefit from spontaneity, and stepping off the path.
Other trees tell her stories. An English oak, one of the last old-growth trees in a stand of young pines, describes seeing his neighbors cut down with chainsaws. "For some reason they let me stay," Worton writes that the oak said. "They cut down the trees all around me -- my network, my family -- and planted these evergreens, the ancestors of those which you see today. The diversity of our community was gone."
Laverne talks to trees, too (though he doesn't expect them to respond), and he encourages his students at Michigan Tech to do the same. In his forestry courses, one assignment asks students to "interview" a tree, and Laverne provides a guide for how to do so.
"You go out, find a tree and introduce yourself out loud," he says. "It might feel funny, but it's really more an acknowledgment to yourself that you're approaching another living organism. That opens the door to your imagination. Now, they're not going to talk back, but a tree can still tell you things."
He instructs his students to examine the details of the tree, feeling the bark and examining the foliage. "The most important part is to give yourself 10 minutes of silence with your tree," he says. "Sit down, close your eyes and get as many thoughts out of your brain as you can. Listen to what's happening in and around the tree. You're going to hear birds. You're going to hear wind going through the leaves. You may even hear some of the branches clattering around." Laverne says he wants the students to become familiar with the tree and the environment in ways they weren't before.
A connection to one particular tree can become a long-term relationship, Vainio says. In her study, more than 40 percent of respondents said their attachment to a favorite tree had lasted several years, and close to a quarter said they'd loved their tree for decades or even for their entire life. But like any lifelong relationship, there's always a chance that things end in tragedy. When our favorite trees die, either of natural causes or by chainsaw, it's typical to feel a real kind of grief.
In 2023, when the centuries-old Sycamore Gap tree in Northumberland, England was cut down by vandals, there was an international outpouring of anger and grief. And people will go to great lengths to try to save trees. "Any time one has to be removed in Central Park, they put notices up months in advance to try to ease the pressure," Laverne says. "But people will still chain themselves to the trees to try to stop it."
Worton, who has written about tree grief on her blog, often hears from readers mourning the loss of a tree, "whether it's one they've had to cut down because of some kind of illness, or one the city has come and cut down," she says. "That seems to be the worst kind of scenario, where people have this beloved tree and they show up one day and it's a stump. That's really difficult for people to deal with."
Feeling a particular kinship with a tree, Vainio says, isn't whimsical or eccentric. It's actually a lot more normal than you'd think.
"It's not only weird people who have a tree friend," she says. "In our survey, we saw that people of all ages, genders and professions can have an emotional connection with a special tree. We have this culture that sometimes says if you talk about trees this way, you're a 'tree hugger,' which is somehow bad. But you can be a normal person and have a good relationship with your tree, and that's not a fairy tale, and it doesn't require you to believe anything weird to have this connection."
Laverne's goal in asking his students -- and anyone else who's willing -- to "introduce themselves and start a conversation" with a tree is simply to encourage them to look closer, and to see each tree as an individual living creature.
"That familiar phrase, 'You can't see the forest for the trees,' we can flip that around," he says. "When they're clustered together, sometimes you don't see them as individuals." But getting to know one tree at a time can help you see each as its own organism, rather than just scenery. And developing an emotional connection can be a shortcut to better environmental stewardship.
"We take care of things when we have a relationship with them," Vainio says. "If you get to know the nature around you, then you value it, and you nurture it, and you protect it."
Kate Morgan is a freelance writer in Richland, Pennsylvania.
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Food
11 recipes for a festive Easter brunch, including eggs, ham and salad
Round out your Easter spread with these celebratory spring dishes. 

(Rey Lopez Photo/For The Washington Post)


By Victoria Caruso | 2026-04-01
Easter, the holiest day on the Christian calendar, is often celebrated with a morning egg hunt and Easter Sunday Mass, followed by a sumptuous brunch with family and friends.
When planning the menu for this festive holiday, which falls on April 5 this year, spring produce naturally comes to mind. Celebrating rebirth and renewal, Easter is an ideal occasion to showcase seasonal vegetables, including carrots, asparagus, radishes and peas, to name a few.
Eggs are also commonly associated with the holiday. There's a reason chocolate eggs and pastel-colored plastic ones are sold in the weeks leading up to Easter. Eggs represent new life, and, more specifically, the tomb from which Jesus is believed to have been resurrected. Egg dishes also happen to be a staple of American brunch, which makes them a particularly enticing candidate for an Easter meal.
Beyond the symbolism, eggs are a practical menu choice. With a mild flavor, they can serve as a blank canvas for spring vegetables, and compared with traditional protein sources such as lamb or ham, they're relatively affordable and scalable for almost any size gathering. A frittata, for example, could easily feed a small crowd. Egg dishes are also simple to dress up or down. You can jazz up deviled eggs with a little truffle oil, or perhaps a tart with some smoked salmon.
Below, you'll find some of our best brunch recipes from our archives that highlight eggs, seasonal vegetables and a few other dishes to round out your Easter spread. Many of these can be at least partly made ahead, so you can spend more time with family in the morning and less time in the kitchen.
Pictured above. This simply prepared egg tart exudes elegance, thanks to smoked salmon, sauteed leeks and flaky puff pastry. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez/For The Washington Post; food styling by Carolyn Robb)


An assortment of spring vegetables are spotlighted in this frittata, including prized ramps. With a short window of seasonality, these native North American wild spring onions may be difficult to find and can be substituted with scallions or garlic. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


These subtly sweet, carrot-packed muffins are Easter Bunny-approved. "They are muffins with a cupcake vibe, bringing all the carrot cake flavors I craved without the stuff I didn't," says Nourish columnist Ellie Krieger. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


This giant baked pancake puffs up like a souffle and is ideal for a crowd. Add your favorite fresh fruit and top it with confectioners' sugar, a drizzle of heavy cream or a few scoops of ice cream to take it into dessert territory. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Gina Nistico)


For a lighter take on pancakes, consider these fluffy flapjacks for your brunch spread. They're zesty and bright, made with whole-wheat pastry flour, yogurt, healthy oil and minimal sweetener. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


A baked ham is often served on Easter, and this bourbon-molasses glazed version by former staff writer Aaron Hutcherson takes a store-bought one to the next level. "Made this on Easter and it was delicious," writes one reviewer. "A great way to elevate a ham. Will make this again next year!" Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


While delicious on their own, these deviled eggs can also be dressed up for an extra-fancy brunch with toppings such as caviar, crispy bacon, truffle oil or smoked salmon. To lighten the workload on Easter morning, you can cook and peel the eggs a few days in advance and store them in the refrigerator. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


In-season rhubarb shines in this large-format French toast. The sweet and tangy filling balances out the tartness of the vegetable with orange juice and sugar. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


This aesthetically pleasing asparagus tart will impress your guests, and it's actually quite simple to assemble. It relies on frozen puff pastry and a vegan Caesar dressing that can be made up to 4 days in advance. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Gina Nistico)


Asparagus, spring onions and fresh herbs come together in this recipe to form a bright and crunchy salad that celebrates the best of spring. "It's a nourishing bowl of colors, textures and aromas that echoes the experience of a walk in the park this time of year -- a way of taking in the best of the season," says Krieger. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky)


Another excellent side option for brunch is this refreshing citrus salad with peppery radishes, briny olives and sweet oranges. Get the recipe.
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Arts & Entertainment
The 31 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Celebrate spring at an arts festival with live music and fireworks, welcome the Nationals home with food and drink deals, or enjoy anime at the Smithsonian.

(National Cherry Blossom Festival)


By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2026-04-02
The National Cherry Blossom rolls on, with the day-long Petalpalooza festival taking over Yards Park on Saturday with stages of music and dancing, hands-on crafting for all ages, and an evening firework display. That's scheduled alongside an anime festival at the National Museum of Asian Art, happy hours, exhibits and a special tea service. The Washington Nationals play their first home game of the year Friday against the World Series champion Los Angeles Dodgers, and bars around the ballpark are opening as early as 10 a.m. to help fans get in the spirit. There are Easter egg hunts at breweries and restaurants, and Dyngus Day celebrations for those who need polka and pierogies in their lives. A new LGBTQ+ country line dancing party debuts at DC9, a top local musician DJs at a tiki bar, the National Gallery of Art kicks off a series dedicated to classic western movies, and kids can scream sing along with their favorite "Kpop Demon Hunters" tracks at a family dance party.
Pink Beats at National Landing
D.C. party promoters Tender, who've organized underground house and techno shows at venues like the Dew Drop Inn and Suns Cinema, take over National Landing's Water Park outdoor bar area for an after-work happy hour with DJs, specials and dancers dressed like cherry trees. 5 to 8 p.m. Free.
Tiki Vinyl Night at Tiki on 18th
Caroline Weinroth of D.C. indie band Cinema Hearts trades her electric guitar for turntables at Adams Morgan's swinging Tiki on 18th cocktail lounge. An aficionado of original '60s surf rock and exotica vinyl, DJ Cinema Hearts has spun at shows featuring surf-rock legends the Ventures and the Atomic Mosquitos, and now she'll provide the appropriate soundtrack for a night of sipping Zombies, Jungle Birds and old-school Mai Tais. 7 to 11 p.m. Free; drinks $14-$16.
Washington Nationals Opening Day
After a surprising series win over the Chicago Cubs to start the season, the Washington Nationals return home for three games against the defending World Series champion Los Angeles Dodgers, starting Friday at 1:05 p.m. No matter the prospects for the season, Opening Day is always a party, with bars around Nationals Park opening as early as 10 a.m. Brewpub Bluejacket is releasing two new IPAs alongside a special hot dog menu, with prizes for the first 100 guests. Walter's, a fixture for Nats fans, is offering drink specials and giveaways, and its neighbor Mission Navy Yard is fueling a party atmosphere with bottomless brunch three hours before the game. Fast casual spot Any Day Now is hosting a Yuzu Margarita and cocktail tasting from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., to go with all-day food specials. Wiseguy Pizza's M Street location is launching a new deal offered on any home game day: $8.99 for a slice and a beer, or $12.99 for two slices and a draft. After the game, the freshly reopened El Rey -- now known as Cantina El Rey -- has a happy hour with $7 frozen drinks and $7 nachos, running from the seventh inning until close, and District Winery takes $10 off any bottle of wine with a Nationals ticket.
Ikebana International Exhibition at the National Arboretum
One of our favorite places to see cherry blossoms is the National Arboretum, and if you venture out to picnic under its cherry trees this weekend, its sprawling grounds are also home to the National Bonsai and Penjing Museum. Beginning Friday, the museum hosts the annual Ikebana International Exhibition, with Japanese-style flower arrangements created by members of the local chapter of Ikebana International. The museum hosts live demonstrations with master teachers both weekends that the exhibition is open. Through April 12. Free.
'An Evening With the Residents: A Comedy Show' at Congressional Cemetery
Named for the staff's nicknames for those permanently interred at the cemetery, this comedy show explores the humor in remembrance, mortality, and the ways we discuss life and death. Beer, wine and soft drinks will be available for purchase. Guaranteed seating is sold out, but lawn tickets are available. 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. $21.
Opening Day After Party at American Ice Company
In case you have room for more beers after the Nationals' home season opening, American Ice Co. is hosting a postgame party. Grab combo specials like a PBR and Jim Beam shot or High Life and Old Overholt shot for $10, and stick around for the chance to win Nats swag or home tickets to another game. 3 p.m. Free.
Hump! Film Festival at the Black Cat
We're in the midst of film festival season -- the Annapolis Film Festival was last weekend; Filmfest DC starts April 16 -- but none of these cinematic showcases is like the Hump! Film Festival. Founded by "Savage Love" advice columnist Dan Savage in 2005, Hump! features independent erotic shorts submitted by filmmakers from around the world. Nothing is off-limits, but each production is less than five minutes long, so you'll see a wide variety of subjects throughout the course of the evening. Naturally, you have to be at least 21 to enter. Mx Capital World Pride winner Sirene Noir Sidora Jackson is the host. Friday and Saturday, with shows at 7 and 9:30 each night. $29.90.
'The Crucible' at Maryland Ensemble Theatre
The Frederick, Maryland, theater company continues its season with a production of "The Crucible," directed by Associate Artistic Director Julie Herber. If you haven't read the play since your high school English class, here's a synopsis: A group of teenagers create mass hysteria as they accuse fellow Puritan villagers of witchcraft. It explores themes of truth, fear and justice. Through April 26. $15-$36.
Petalpalooza at Yards Park
The Tidal Basin's cherry blossoms may have hit peak bloom last week, but the festival continues through April 12. This weekend's highlight is Petalpalooza, a day-long outdoor party that sprawls through Yards Park and along the Anacostia River to Nationals Park. There are five "zones" of activities to explore. Visitors of all ages can craft flower crowns, decorate floating lanterns, learn to pot flowers or go on a boat tour with Anacostia Riverkeepers. There are games, slime-making and face painting for little ones, too. Adults can hit beer and wine gardens, and the four stages feature music and dance performances all day, with headlining sets by Backyard Band and Be'la Dona, before fireworks begin at 8:30. 1 to 9 p.m. Free admission; Most activities are free, though a few have a fee.
'Anime and More' at the National Museum of Asian Art
The National Museum of Asian Art's "Anime and More" pairs two days of classic anime films, including screenings of "Spirited Away," "Ghost in the Shell" and "Paprika" in the museum's Meyer Auditorium with discussions about Japanese folklore and monsters, food demos -- who doesn't want to learn to make onigiri inspired by the anime series "Naruto"? -- and a lounge with tea and snacks. Saturday and Sunday. Film screenings and discussions are free, but reservations are recommended for films.
Easter at Capital One Center
Check out a Holi-meets-Easter festival as Capital One Center embraces two spring holidays at once. The morning begins with a one-mile "Color Fun Run" where runners and walkers are doused with colorful powder, as during the Hindu celebration ($28.52 per ticket). The Easter egg hunt and goat yoga are sold out, but kids can still visit a petting zoo with bunnies, lambs and chicks. The day also includes face-painting and a bounce house, as well as other optional ticketed events, such as a Paint and Sip class. 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. $23-$45.
K-pop Takedown: Demon Hunters x Katseye at Union Stage
If your kids still won't stop singing "Golden" and "Takedown" around the house, they're not alone. The Union Stage Presents group has hosted late-night, 18-and-over K-pop dance parties at its venues, but this weekend, the target audience is younger, and set times are a bit earlier. Older kids, tweens and families can enjoy the sounds of "KPop Demon Hunters" and the buzzy girl group Katseye at a party that promises a DJ, an emcee, K-pop dancers and plenty of sing-alongs at the Wharf's Union Stage, with doors opening at noon. 1 p.m. $34.
Firsthand Experience: Poetry at NMWA
The National Museum of Women in the Arts invites visitors ages 13 and older to flex their creative muscles during the downtown museum's Firsthand Experiences programming, and April's event is all about the art of poetry. You'll begin by touring the new exhibition devoted to abstraction titled "Making Their Mark: Works from the Shah Garg Collection." Take notes, because the art you see serves as inspiration for your own writing during a class led by poet and teacher Alexa Patrick. Reservations are required. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. $20-$25 for general admission.
'The Treasure of the Sierra Madre' at the National Gallery of Art
You might think of the National Gallery of Art as a place to look at paintings or drawings, but throughout 2026, the gallery is screening "Treasures of American Cinema" in its auditoriums. The next series, on weekends in April, has the theme "Westerns as Reel Americana," examining the tropes of the cowboy movie -- reluctant heroes, manifest destiny, good-versus-evil showdowns -- by screening classics like "The Alamo" with John Wayne; oddities like the Three Stooges musical "Rockin' in the Rockies"; and silent film, including 1903's "The Great Train Robbery," shown with live piano accompaniment. It begins this Saturday with Humphrey Bogart and Walter Huston searching for gold in remote Mexican mountains in the psychological thriller "The Treasure of the Sierra Madre." 2 p.m. Free; registration required.
Morning After Party at Throw Social
Some folks might be used to arriving at High Status Entertainment's energetic Friday- or Saturday-night parties at the Park or 12 Stories after midnight. But what about a party that starts at 9 a.m.? This day party at Ivy City's Throw Social promises free espresso martinis and made-to-order omelets for anyone arriving between 9 and 10:30, with DJs building the energy while much of the city is still lounging in bed. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. $33.99.
Cleveland Park Pop-Up Book Sale
Carpe Librum, an organization that hosts outdoor pop-up book sales, comes to the Cleveland Park Promenade on Saturday to sell used books, CDs, DVDs and vinyl records. Purchases benefit Turning the Page, an education programming nonprofit group focused on literacy. 10 to 5 p.m. Free.
Sip and Sculpt Pottery Workshop at DC Brau
Stuck in a months-long line for entry to a local pottery workshop? You can get your hands wet at Northeast brewery DC Brau's taproom, crafting handmade gifts or decor. Grab one of the dozen available handmade drinks while you're there. 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. $87.
Spring Home Hosting at Anthropologie Georgetown
Anthropologie hosts an event focused on preparing your home for spring. For book and food lovers alike, stop by the cookbook swap, where you can bring your used cookbooks and trade them for some that are new-to-you. Katz Floral Studio offers  spring floral workshops at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. ($196). The Anthropologie Home Styling team hosts tablescape demonstrations throughout the day, while Dimatchai pops up to sell matcha. Expect recipe card and bookmark giveaways. The event takes place on the Georgetown store's third level. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Easter at Vanish Farmwoods Brewing
The rolling green fields around Leesburg's Vanish farm brewery make for an exciting annual Easter egg hunt, where participants age 15 and younger can search for candy and prizes at noon, 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. The day also includes a new beer release, live music from Cory Cotter, and optional bottomless mimosas. Noon to 5 p.m. Free.
Easter at Zinnia
There are three acres of gardens tucked behind Zinnia, which means there are plenty of places where eggs can be hidden for the Silver Spring restaurant's day-long Easter egg hunt. A set brunch menu is $45 for adults, and $35 for kids 12 and younger, which includes entrance to the egg hunt. Adults can add bottomless Bloody Marys or mimosas for $25 more. 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. $35-$45; Reservations recommended.
Easter at the Roost
Southeast Washington food hall the Roost opens its doors to families for a pair of hour-long indoor Easter egg hunts, which begin at 10 a.m. and noon. In between, the Easter Bunny makes an appearance for photos. Look for a menu of special brunch options, including adult beverages. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Free.
St. Vincent Spring Fling
If the idea of an Easter brunch seems too stuffy, consider heading to St. Vincent Wine in Park View for its annual Spring Fling. Tickets include unlimited wine for four hours, and if you have been to St. Vincent, you know they're serious about fun and unusual wines made by small producers from all over the globe. Pair your sips with an "Easter-ish spread" that includes snacks like ham and biscuits, an Easter egg hunt with gift certificates and other prizes, and live music both indoors and under a weatherproof tent on the rear patio. 1 to 5 p.m. $99.
Sakura High Tea: A Latino Cherry Blossom Experience at El Tamarindo
It's the season of cherry blossom-flavored treats permeating menus across the city. If you prefer your flowers with a little spice, consider the Sakura High Tea at El Tamarindo, the longtime destination for Salvadoran cuisine in Adams Morgan. It features a tasting from Lafiroa, a teahouse founded by Central America's first tea sommelier. The Sunday Tower, served for two, includes sweet and savory bites from several cuisines: tea sandwiches, traditional tamales, pupusas and cherry blossom-inspired pastries. A tea tasting flight offers three different blends, such as a black tea with horchata, a cinnamon and coconut tea, and a floral option with rose, lavender and mint. The program is also offered on April 12 at noon. Noon. $87.
Dyngus Day at Atlas Brew Works
After 40 days of Lenten abstinence, Dyngus Day -- a traditional bookend to Mardi Gras -- offers a chance to cut loose. While the day is typically celebrated in Midwestern cities with Polish communities, including Buffalo, Cleveland and Detroit, you don't have to be Polish to partake in the day's music and fun. ("Everyone is Polish on Dyngus Day!" is the rallying cry in Buffalo.) D.C.'s Dyngus Day celebration will be held at the new Atlas Brew Works in Anacostia, which is brewing a new Polish-inspired lager for the event. There's nonstop polka music from the TKO Band and a menu of pierogies and kielbasa, as well as props like pussy willow branches, traditionally used to attract the attention of someone you're interested in. 3 to 11 p.m.; band begins at 6. Free.
Dyngus Day at the Light Horse
Back in 2014, some exiled Buffalonians threw a Dyngus Day party for "maybe 30 people." This year, hundreds of revelers are expected at the Light Horse in Alexandria for merriment, waving pussy willow branches, and polka from the Justin Paschalides Duo. The menu, of course, includes pierogies, kielbasa and beef on weck, which can be washed down with Polish beer. 5 to 9 p.m. Free.
Motown on Mondays anniversary party at Everyday People
Motown on Mondays is a taste of old-school U Street, with DJs mixing Motown tunes and Motown-adjacent funk, soul, hip-hop and R&B until the whole bar claps and sings along enthusiastically.  To mark the first anniversary at Everyday People, resident DJs D-Skillz, Harvey Dent, Miss H.E.R. and Stylus have invited DJ Bee to explore the sounds of Philadelphia International Records, the home of groups like the O'Jays and Archie Bell & the Drells. 7 p.m. Free.
Hot Spur at DC9
Country dance parties are huge in D.C. bars right now, but people sometimes forget the District has a long history of same-sex country dancing, nurtured by bars like Capitol Hill's now-closed Remington's and groups like the D.C. Rawhides and the disbanded D.C. Cowboys. The latest group to jump in the saddle is Hot Spur, a night dedicated to LGBTQ+ line dancing that's hosting events this month at DC9 and Wonderland. Get a taste at DC9 the next two Tuesdays, and don't worry if you've never tried before: The evening includes two line-dance lessons as well as open dancing. 7 to 10 p.m. $13.39.
D.C. State Fair Pie-baking Class at Mess Hall
Ever wonder what it takes to create and decorate an award-winning fruit pie? Maggie Downing, the 2019 blue ribbon-winner at the D.C. State Fair and founder of the pop-up Maggie Bakes, shares her secrets during a class that will teach you how to make the perfect apple or berry pie, which you'll take home at the end of the evening. Tickets include all ingredients, snacks, red or white wine, and DC Brau beer. Downing is president of the D.C. State Fair's board of directors, and all proceeds benefit the fair. 6 to 9 p.m. $105.35.
The Last Dinner Party at the Anthem
The Last Dinner Party emerged two years ago fully formed and feminine in a way that was meant to devour. The gothic London five-piece had a gestation period stretching back to its members' university days, when they'd attend post-punk pub shows in full ball gowns and bargained that they could create something more fantastical. Its name is at once biblical, mysterious and unsettling, and with songs that sound upholstered in velvet -- rich guitars, moody harmonies and some of the strongest vocals in modern rock -- the band creates an orchestrated aesthetic that reads as mythological. "From the Pyre," its quick-turn follow-up to its 2024 debut, is best consumed live in what feels less like a concert and more like an incense-fueled ritual. 8 p.m. $59. 
Handi-Hour at the Renwick Gallery
Inspired by the quilts in the Renwick Gallery's "State Fairs" exhibition, this hands-on crafting happy hour will teach participants how to make hand-quilted pot holders. Tickets include two drinks, snacks and all materials, plus after-hours access to the gallery. 5:30 to 8 p.m. $25.
Folklife Film Premiere: 'Ctrl + Alt + HERITAGE' at Hirshhorn
Last summer, the Smithsonian Folklife Festival theme of "Youth and the Future of Culture" explored how young people influence and engage with culture. Young artists and filmmakers from the Folklife Storytellers Workshop documented the performances and interviewed artists and experts. Now their film about the festival debuts at the Hirshhorn, followed by a Q&A with lead curator Michelle Banks and the filmmakers. 6:30 to 8:45 p.m. Free.
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Movies
The secret to Mario's infinite lives
"The Super Mario Galaxy Movie," which hit theaters April 1, is expected to be one of the biggest box office hits of the year. Because, Mario. 

"The Super Mario Galaxy Movie," a sequel to 2023's "The Super Mario Bros. Movie," was released this week. (Nintendo and Illumination Entertainment)


By Gene Park | 2026-04-01
For anyone born after 1980, the Super Mario Bros. feel less like characters and more like a fact of life. Inevitable and welcome like a Saturday morning, as reliable as gravity.
It was no surprise to me or anyone who grew up with Mario and Luigi that the first movie by Illumination Entertainment would become a blockbuster, becoming 2023's second-biggest film and the first based on a video game to break a billion dollars at the box office. Of course! That movie and its sequel, "The Super Mario Galaxy Movie," spend little time introducing the plumber brothers and the block-breaking, power-up-grabbing rules of their world. They assume familiarity.
The premise of the new movie, released Wednesday, is simple: Mysterious new space princess Rosalina (Brie Larson) is kidnapped by the son of villain Bowser. Anya Taylor-Joy's Princess Peach, sensing a connection with Rosalina, sets off to attempt a rescue, while the Mario brothers follow and tag along, hopping across planets to justify the "Galaxy" moniker. Yoshi, the cute green dinosaur that helped launch the Super Nintendo in 1991, is voiced by Donald Glover and depicted to perfection. Others may call his introduction hurried, but Mario fans don't need more than a montage accompanied by the film's pop music needle drop.
It's tempting to attribute the sequel's likely box office dominance -- it's predicted to pull in another billion or so -- to brand recognition, family appeal and nostalgia. All of that is true, but with Mario, it doesn't feel sufficient. Plenty of things come and go without the momentum of Mario's little legs. I prefer to call it a shared literacy across generations. I'll never forget visiting Super Nintendo World in Universal Orlando and seeing hundreds of parents and children discuss Donkey Kong and Yoshi as naturally as their pets. If you are a citizen of pop culture at all, you understand the rules even without holding a controller. The "video" in video games makes their logic visible. Mario jumps. Mario falls. You understand the world simply by watching it move.
As fans born into this world, we can recognize and delight in the motions, but we can always expect better. The modernity of Chris Pratt prattling as Mario and the rest of the cast firing off frenetic fast-paced gags and snark is still exhausting and comes off flat. For decades, I've nursed a futile yearning for an expensive silent film starring Mario, packed with visual sight gags. This movie has the gags (there's an inspired bit inside a gravity-defying casino), but it still does too much talking.

Princess Peach leads a rescue mission in "The Super Mario Galaxy Movie." (Nintendo and Illumination Entertainment)


The soundtrack is a casualty of the film's hurried pace. Mahito Yokota and Koji Kondo created an iconic symphonic score for the 2007 game, but here, the music never has room to settle or resolve. The celestial waltz of "Rosalina in the Observatory" inspires so much wonder it's been used for the first dance at weddings, yet in this Aaron Horvath-directed it drifts in only briefly, like something overheard. The sweeping, weightless melodies of "Gusty Garden Galaxy" are reduced to a brief leitmotif, just another reference layered into a film already crowded with visual references.
The film is at its best in pure physical comedy, with the brothers barreling through one slapstick situation after another. A bit involving Bowser (voiced by Jack Black), shrunken down as punishment and treated like a kind of living prop, works almost perfectly on its own, especially as the story keeps circling a "will he, won't he" idea about his possible reformation and growing connection to the brothers.
Mario has always belonged to an older tradition of comedy. You can see it in the way his body moves through space, absorbing impact, recovering instantly, continuing on. Charlie Chaplin built a legacy on the idea that a body can be battered by the world and still rise back up, like Mario, hat intact. Mario has always carried that forward in his own way, growing taller, rounder and smaller, and slipping into the shape of another creature.
His shape always changes, but that motion, so important to the gameplay and his appeal, stays consistent. That balance of new and old has allowed him to move easily across generations. This version, polished and brightly rendered by Illumination, will not be the last, and not the one that defines him. Mario tends to outlast the specifics. He settles into whatever form is needed, then moves on.
The movie loses many opportunities for stronger emotional resonance -- the Sonic the Hedgehog films succeed far better because of their strong focus on character relationships. Yet, while watching this movie, I was reminded of the beginning of cinema.
Stretches of action will swing the camera to the side, flatten the perspective and show us Mario running left to right across the frame in clean, readable beats. I was delighted to see this briefly in the first film, and the sequel leans into it further as a stunning visual tribute. It's the language of games, certainly, but I also think about "The Horse in Motion," by pioneering 19th-century photographer Eadweard Muybridge, and how he broke motion down into frames and miraculously brought them to life through a looping series of photos. Muybridge's horse running left to right was first captured as an experiment, and video games like Mario gave us full, liberating control of that motion.
Mario games in particular generate joy through freedom of movement through interactive repetition. We may be, as some doomsayers predict, at the end of cinema. But like a horse in motion, things have a way of going back to the start. In gaming we call it the gameplay loop. Win or lose, we choose to stay in that seemingly infinite loop. The secret to Mario's infinite lives is that we keep giving them to him.
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Theater
In '1776' at Ford's Theatre, the Founding Fathers are just like us
"Young John Lewis" at Mosaic Theater, "Appropriate" at Olney Theatre Center and Eddie Izzard's "The Tragedy of Hamlet" also impress on D.C.-area stages.

Jonathan Atkinson, center, plays John Adams in "1776" at Ford's Theatre. (Scott Suchman)


By Thomas Floyd | 2026-04-01
There's no escaping the impetus for the stirring revival of "1776" at Ford's Theatre, which welcomes its actors onstage not as quarreling Founding Fathers but as tourists celebrating the nation's 250th birthday.
Director-choreographer Luis Salgado seems to tacitly acknowledge that the 1969 Tony-winning musical is something of a museum piece by billing its Independence Hall set as a "special interactive exhibit" (complete with America 250 branding) and introducing its diverse cast in contemporary street clothes (the waistcoats and breeches come later). Sherman Edwards and Peter Stone's "1776" is 57 years old, after all, and the decades have offered plenty of time to both deify and scrutinize their work.
At its best, their dramatization of the Second Continental Congress proves rousing and riveting. But the 2022 Broadway revival, featuring a multiracial cast of female, nonbinary and transgender actors, was an admirable misfire that laid bare the material's shortcomings. The show -- saddled with odd pacing, underwritten female characters and an uneven score -- has always been imperfect.
"1776" has that in common with the American icons it seeks to demystify. "What would posterity think we were? Demigods?" Benjamin Franklin asks. "We're men -- no more, no less." By first presenting his actors as everyday museumgoers, Salgado emphasizes our shared history and asks his audience to consider their own place in this 250-year-old democracy. The framing device lines Salgado's vibrant vision of the past with an astute emphasis on the present.
It helps that these performers sublimely step into their characters' larger-than-life shoes. Jonathan Atkinson expertly conveys John Adams's oppressive pluck; he's likable enough that you root for the guy and overbearing enough that you get why the other delegates can't stand him. Derrick D. Truby Jr. plays Franklin with appealing warmth and mischievousness, and Jake Loewenthal nimbly navigates Thomas Jefferson's reluctant path to immortality. Kanysha Williams and Justine "Icy" Moral leave outsize impressions in fleeting appearances as Abigail Adams and Martha Jefferson, respectively.
Salgado delivers many a stylish set piece: the spirited "Sit Down, John," the heartbreaking "Momma Look Sharp," the exhilarating "Is Anybody There?" Yet "1776" is at its best during a music-free stretch in Act 1, when we witness a ping-ponging exercise in debate and decorum, and an Act 2 interlude about striking Jefferson's antislavery passage from the Declaration of Independence. A depiction of America that is alternately inspiring and infuriating? Perhaps "1776" is no museum piece at all.
1776 Through May 16 at Ford's Theatre, 511 10th St. NW. About 3 hours. fords.org.

The cast of "Young John Lewis: Prodigy of Protest" at Mosaic Theater Company. (Teresa Castracane Photography)


Where "1776" opens with solemn respect, "Young John Lewis: Prodigy of Protest" leads with tragedy-transcending exuberance. For all the hardship that defines this new musical at Mosaic Theater Company, about the late congressman's time on the front lines of the civil rights movement, director Reginald L. Douglas delivers a joyful celebration of Lewis's life all the same. Case in point: the preshow dance party, in which Douglas's exceptional ensemble sways to the rhythms of DJ Jabulani's record-spinning grooves.
Prolific D.C. theatermaker Psalmayene 24 wrote the book and lyrics for this uplifting call to action, which follows Lewis (Michael Bahsil-Cook) from age 15 to 28, starting with the lynching of Emmett Till (Christian Emmanuel) and ending with the assassination of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. (a scene-stealing Solomon Parker III). Along the way, Psalmayene 24 unearths the origins of Lewis's "good trouble" mantra -- and digs at the moments that tested his commitment to nonviolence.
Psalmayene 24 could stand to smooth over some overly expository scenes. But his propulsive plotting is ideally attuned to the genre-hopping score by D.C. hip-hop artist Kokayi, who boarded the show after its world premiere last summer in Atlanta. Anchored in rap but weaving in threads of funk, reggae, soul and R&B, the songs smartly set Lewis's mid-century activism to timeless rhythms. The highlights are many: "Boom Kapow (Four Little Girls)" wrenches. "One Foot (in Love)" inspires. "Say Their Names" haunts. "Good Trouble" galvanizes. Livening the tunes are Tony Thomas's mesmerizing choreography and Zavier Augustus Lee Taylor's crisp projection design.
Of course, it would all be for naught without the right actor channeling Lewis's understated conviction. Fortunately, Bahsil-Cook -- who originated the role in Atlanta, then relearned it with a new score for this production -- is up to the task. Whether he's spitting rhymes or crooning ballads, he doesn't miss a beat. It's unclear what the future holds for this show beyond its Mosaic run, but one can only hope that Bahsil-Cook isn't done with Lewis quite yet.
Young John Lewis: Prodigy of Protest Through May 3 at Mosaic Theater Company, 1333 H St. NE. About 1 hour 40 minutes. mosaictheater.org.

"Appropriate" at Olney Theatre Center stars, from left, Kimberly Gilbert, Dina Thomas and Cody Nickell. (Teresa Castracane Photography)


Think of Branden Jacobs-Jenkins's "Appropriate" as the excavation of a decaying family tree. Directed by Jason Loewith, this searing Olney Theatre Center revival boasts an impeccable cast and intimate staging worthy of Jacobs-Jenkins's incisive text. Even if you caught 2023's Tony-winning Broadway revival, Olney has served up a must-see production about the fractured bonds and uncomfortable truths that surface as a Southern White family confronts its racist roots after the death of its patriarch.
Kimberly Gilbert plays Toni, the Lafayette clan's indignant oldest sibling, as a tornado of tirades. Cody Nickell exudes over-it energy as middle child Bo. Jamie Smithson's black sheep Franz will make you squeal and squirm. Brigid Wallace Harper delights as Franz's free-spirited fiancee, and Dina Thomas is dynamite as Bo's Type A wife.
You'll practically sweat in the Arkansas heat as Jacobs-Jenkins turns up the temperature on this dysfunctional family from hell. Scenic designer Nadir Bey amplifies the effect by transforming Olney's Mulitz-Gudelsky Theatre Lab -- entryway and all -- into an overgrown Arkansas plantation. And Matthew M Nielson, the sound designer and composer, envelops the space in the ever-present hum of cicadas, plus a discordant score worthy of the cascading chaos.
Appropriate Through April 26 at Olney Theatre Center, 2001 Olney Sandy Spring Rd., Olney. About 3 hours. olneytheatre.org.

Eddie Izzard in "The Tragedy of Hamlet." (Carol Rosegg)


British comedian and actor Eddie Izzard's solo "Hamlet," now at Shakespeare Theatre Company's Klein Theatre, is a feat of fortitude. It would be difficult to watch a performer of Izzard's esteem inhabit 23 characters over two-plus hours and not marvel at her artistry -- though a healthy familiarity with the Danish prince's tale should be a prerequisite for viewing.
Directed by Selina Cadell and adapted by Izzard's brother, Mark Izzard, this traveling production features a sparse set and nonexistent props. Izzard mostly offers subtle shifts in accent and intonation to differentiate between characters. As often occurs in such solo shows, the monologues may be mesmerizing, but the dialogue can prove unwieldy.
In a welcome flourish, Izzard doesn't hesitate to highlight the parallels between Denmark's unraveling in the play and the current tumult overtaking Washington. When Claudius rues that Hamlet is "loved by the irrational multitude," Izzard can't help but lean toward her audience, raise her eyebrows and let the theatergoers form their own connections.
The Tragedy of Hamlet Through April 11 at Shakespeare Theatre Company, 450 Seventh St. NW. About 2 hours 20 minutes. shakespearetheatre.org.
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