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    Husband arrested in Bahamas after US woman vanishes from boat denies wrongdoing, lawyer says
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                                        An American who was arrested in the Bahamas after his wife vanished while the couple were traveling in a motorboat near the archipelago denies any wrongdoing, his attorney said Thursday. 
Brian Hooker "categorically and unequivocally denies any wrongdoing" and has been cooperating with authorities, lawyer Terrel Butler said in the statement. Butler said Hooker could not provide further comments while investigations are continuing. 
Authorities said the husband, a 59-year-old man whom they did not identify, was arrested in Abaco on Wednesday and is being questioned. Police and Butler did not provide further details, including whether or not he was charged. 
A U.S. Coast Guard spokesperson told The Associated Press that they have opened a criminal investigation into the case. 
Officials have said Lynette Hooker, 55, was traveling in an 8-foot motorboat from Hope Town to Elbow Cay on Saturday night, and that her husband, Brian Hooker, told authorities she fell overboard with the boat keys, causing the engine to turn off.

    
Authorities said Brian Hooker then paddled to shore and alerted someone about her disappearance early Sunday.


"Strong currents subsequently carried her away, and he lost sight of her," police said in a statement issued Saturday.

    
    
    
Lynette Hooker's mother, Darlene Hamlett, told The Associated Press late Wednesday that she was "glad to hear" about the arrest, but declined further comment, saying she was seeking more information.

    
    
    
Earlier on Wednesday, she said she wanted to hear more from her son-in-law about how her daughter disappeared. The couple had been married for more than two decades and lived in Onsted, Michigan. Online records gave Brian Hooker's age as 58, and the reason for the discrepancy wasn't immediately clear.
"I'm going to be interested in what he says, because I haven't heard from him in almost two days," Hamlett said while on a six-hour drive back home from the Bahamian Consulate in Miami, where she secured a passport so she can fly to the Caribbean nation soon. 

    
"Our family grew up on water and so Lynette her whole life has been near lakes, on boats, sailing and swimming," Hamlett said. "It would be a miracle if (she's rescued), but I'm still counting on one." 
Lynette Hooker's daughter, Karli Aylesworth, told NBC News that it is unlikely her mother would "just fall" off the boat, saying she was an experienced sailor. The couple had been sailing for years and documented their voyages on social media under the moniker, "The Sailing Hookers."
Aylesworth also told NBC that the couple's relationship was volatile, and that they have a "history of not getting along, especially when they drink."
She told WXYZ-TV she doubted her mother survived and was able to tread water that long, but hoped to find her to get closure. 
Butler's statement said that Brian Hooker's denial of wrongdoing includes in particular "the allegations recently made by Karli Aylesworth." 
On Wednesday morning, Brian Hooker wrote on Facebook that he is "heartbroken over the recent boat accident in unpredictable seas and high winds that caused my beloved Lynette to fall from our small dinghy near Elbow Cay in the Bahamas."


    
"Despite desperate attempts to reach her, the winds and currents drove us further apart," he wrote. "We continue to search for her and that is my sole focus."
The U.S. Coast Guard has also joined the investigation and interviewed Aylesworth on Wednesday, according to her attorney, Ron Marienfeld.
"We are pleased to see it is being investigated, and hopefully more answers will come to give the family some closure," Marienfeld said via email.
Bahamian police said search operations and investigative efforts remain active.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/brian-lynette-hooker-bahamas-missing-45286ea11334d6f62821133dddc5d0e4
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[image: A Sting interceptor drone flies during drills at the Yatagan School for Unmanned Aerial Systems in the Kyiv region, Ukraine, on March 19, 2026. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky, File)]
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[image: Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy looks on after an interview with The Associated Press, in Istanbul, Turkey, Saturday, April 4, 2026. (AP Photo/Khalil Hamra)]
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Ukrainian military personnel have shot down Iranian-designed Shahed drones in multiple Middle Eastern countries during the Iran war, President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said, describing the operations as part of a broader effort to help partners counter the same weapons used by Russia in Ukraine.
Zelenskyy made his first public acknowledgment of the operations Wednesday in remarks to reporters that were embargoed until Friday. He said Ukrainian forces took part in active operations abroad using domestically produced interceptor drones proven in countering Iranian-designed Shahed drones used by Russia in Ukraine.
"This was not about a training mission or exercises, but about support in building a modern air defense system that can actually work," Zelenskyy said.
Ukraine took part in the defensive operations before the tentative ceasefire in the Middle East was reached among Iran, the United States and Israel this week.

    
Zelenskyy did not identify the countries involved but said Ukrainian personnel operated across several nations, helping strengthen their air defense systems. He previously said that 228 Ukrainian experts were deployed in the region.



    
        




    




In exchange, Ukraine is receiving weapons to protect its energy infrastructure, along with oil, diesel and, in some cases, financial arrangements, he said.
The Ukrainian leader said the agreements would bolster Ukraine's energy stability and described the partnerships as something that would "be marketed" as Kyiv seeks to formalize and expand its defense export role.
"We are helping strengthen their security in exchange for contributions to our country's resilience," he said. "This is far more than simply receiving money."

    
    
    
Ukraine will face more pressure 
The disclosure comes amid concerns that conflict in the Middle East could divert Western military support from Ukraine, particularly air defense supplies.
But Zelenskyy said that partners were continuing to supply missiles for Patriot systems, adding that a new batch had arrived in recent days and that Ukraine was working with all partners to ensure its air defense remained in place.
He warned that the coming spring and summer would be difficult for Ukraine, with growing political and battlefield pressure as the United States turns to domestic politics and elections.

    
Zelenskyy said he had urged U.S. envoys Steve Witkoff and Jared Kushner to visit Kyiv and proposed a trilateral format with Moscow. It remains unclear whether they will come or if talks will instead take place in a third country.
U.S.-led talks have made no progress on key issues, as Washington's attention shifts to the Middle East conflict while Russian and Ukrainian forces remain locked in fighting along the roughly 1,250-kilometer (800-mile) front line.

    
    
    
Separately, Zelenskyy said he expects Western allies to restore full sanctions on Russian oil, warning that any easing could allow Moscow to sustain its war effort and offload key energy assets. Russia has been profiting from a surge in global energy prices, brought on by damage to oil and gas infrastructure in the Gulf and Iran's blocking of the Strait of Hormuz, a vital sea route for global oil supplies.

    
Ukraine has stepped up strikes on Russian energy sites to cut oil revenues as prices rose and U.S. sanctions eased. Zelenskyy said partners had urged Kyiv to scale back attacks during Iran's disruption of the Strait of Hormuz, but he argued Russian oil has a limited impact on global markets.
"I won't say who asked us to do this. But partners did ask -- it's a fact. They asked at different levels, from political to military leadership."

    
Putin declares Easter truce and Ukraine ready to reciprocate
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said Ukraine is ready to mirror any ceasefire steps after Russian President Vladimir Putin announced a temporary Easter truce.
"We proposed a ceasefire during the Easter holidays this year and will act accordingly", Zelenskyy said Friday on X. "People need an Easter free from threats and real movement toward peace, and Russia has a chance not to return to strikes after Easter as well". 
Putin on Thursday declared a 32-hour ceasefire over the Orthodox Easter weekend, ordering Russian forces to halt hostilities from 4 p.m. Saturday until the end of Sunday.
Previous ceasefire attempts have had little impact, with both sides accusing each other of violations.
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov described Putin's move as a "humanitarian" gesture, but said Moscow remains focused on a comprehensive settlement based on its longstanding demands -- a key sticking point that has prevented the two sides from reaching an agreement.

Peskov also confirmed that Putin's envoy, Kirill Dmitriev, is in the United States for meetings focused on economic issues. He noted that Dmitriev is conducting the meetings within the framework of a group on economic issues that he has led, adding that he is not involved in the talks on the war in Ukraine and his trip "doesn't mean the resumption of the talks."
Dmitriev's visit to the U.S. comes just before the termination of the 30-day sanctions waiver for Russian oil.
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[image: Students take a test during a class at Nueta Hidatsa Sahnish College, Thursday, Oct. 30, 2025, in New Town, N.D. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)]
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[image: Mike Barthelemy, Native American studies director at Nueta Hidatsa Sahnish College, writes on a whiteboard during a class Thursday, Oct. 30, 2025, in New Town, N.D. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)]
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                                        For the second year in a row, the Trump administration is proposing slashing federal funding for tribal colleges and universities. 
President Donald Trump's fiscal year 2027 budget proposal calls for a $1.5 trillion increase to defense spending and would carve billions of dollars out of programs that fulfill trust and treaty responsibilities to tribal nations, including entirely eliminating funding for the Institute for American Indian Arts, the country's only federally funded college for contemporary Native American arts. 
The budget proposal released last week also calls for cutting funding for TCUs, as well as funding for two schools operated by the Bureau of Indian Education: Haskell Indian Nations University in Kansas and the Southwestern Indian Polytechnic Institute in New Mexico. Students at both colleges sued the BIE last year over funding and staffing cuts made by the administration. 

    
"If this budget was to pass, our TCUs would be forced to close within a year," said Ahniwake Rose, president of the American Indian Higher Education Consortium, which represents the interests of tribal colleges and universities.



    
        




    




Trump's budget proposal also slashes billions of federal dollars in housing, business, and infrastructure grants that benefit Native Americans.
There are about three dozen TCUs operated by tribal nations in the U.S., and they provide education to mostly rural parts of the country, often at a significant discount for tribal citizens. Most of them get the majority of their funding from the federal government. It's a financial commitment tied to the country's trust responsibilities and treaty rights owed to tribes.

    
    
    
Last year, Trump also cut funding for TCUs, including several grants at agencies like USDA that support education for tribal citizens. He also cut funding for minority-serving institutions and reallocated some of it to historically Black colleges and Universities and TCUs. 

    
Leaders at tribal colleges said they aren't expecting those reallocated funds this year. 
Rose said that, just like last year, it's now up to Congress to defend federal funding for TCUs.

"These cuts are unacceptable, and I will fight relentlessly to protect IAIA and secure the federal funding they need," Sen. Ben Ray Lujan, a Democrat from New Mexico and a member of the Senate Indian Affairs Committee, said in a statement. "President Trump's budget proposal to eliminate IAIA's federal funding is a direct attack on Native communities and yet another example of how the administration is turning its back on Native communities."

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/trump-budget-tribal-colleges-funding-cuts-baac46e2c8fb596de8cc7995f156ddcf
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[image: Calvin Duncan, center, stands with supporters on the steps of Orleans Parish Criminal Court in New Orleans, on Oct. 2, 2025, to speak about his ambitions to be the next clerk of court. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP, File)]
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[image: Louisiana Gov. Jeff Landry records a social media video outside the White House in Washington, on March 24, 2025. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)]
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                                        NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- A man imprisoned for nearly 30 years before being exonerated won a landmark election in New Orleans promising to fix a judicial system that failed him. Now, Louisiana Gov. Jeff Landry and the GOP-controlled Legislature are racing to eliminate his job before he can be sworn in.
Calvin Duncan won 68% of the vote last November to become the Orleans Parish clerk of criminal court after pledging to reform the justice system based on his own experience fighting to access court records while in maximum security prison.
Duncan rebuilt his life, in part by running for and winning the clerk's office. But Louisiana Senate Republicans on Wednesday voted to scrap Duncan's new job as part of a broader GOP effort to streamline the judiciary in New Orleans, a Democratic hub with a predominantly Black electorate. The state Legislature is largely Republican and white, and the deeply red state has been leading efforts to gut the Voting Rights Act. 

    
Duncan's swearing in is scheduled for May 4. 
He told The Associated Press he believes he's being retaliated against by Louisiana officials who have long denied his innocence, even though his name is listed on the National Registry of Exonerations. 



    
        




    




Republicans say it isn't personal and defend the effort as a step toward government efficiency. 
"The citizens of New Orleans overwhelmingly said: 'I want to give this person a chance, he can make a difference,'" Duncan, a Democrat, told lawmakers during a March committee hearing. "What this bill does, it says: 'Thank you but you wasted your time.' It disenfranchises everybody."

    
    
    
The wrongful conviction that landed Duncan in prison
The case started with the 1981 murder of 23-year-old David Yeager and landed Duncan in prison for more than 28 years. In 2011, on the eve of a hearing to consider new evidence, prosecutors offered to reduce Duncan's sentence to time served if he pleaded guilty to manslaughter and armed robbery. Duncan was freed, but he didn't give up trying to clear his name.
Finally, in 2021, a judge agreed that he had been unjustly convicted and vacated Duncan's sentence altogether.
As state attorney general in 2023, Landry opposed Duncan's petition to be compensated for his wrongful conviction. Duncan withdrew the petition after Landry's successor, Liz Murrill, threatened to go after Duncan's law license in the state. When Duncan ran for clerk, Murrill vowed to take "further action" against him if he did not stop calling himself "exonerated." 

    
Landry and Murrill have pointed to Duncan having accepted the 2011 plea deal for manslaughter and armed robbery.
"The Attorney General made it clear during the election that if I continued to accurately speak about my innocence and exoneration that I would face consequences from her office," Duncan told The Associated Press. "We are seeing those consequences today as she and the Governor try to undo the will of 68% of voters in New Orleans."
Murrill said she had "no involvement" in the move to eliminate the office.

    
Republicans say the current system needs an overhaul
Landry told the AP that eliminating Duncan's elected office was about improving "government efficiency" and "cleaning up a system in Orleans Parish that has been plagued by dysfunction and corruption for years."
Proponents of consolidating the criminal clerk of court with the civil clerk of court say the offices are combined in other parishes. Terminating the criminal clerk of court position would save the state an estimated $27,300, according to the office of the legislative auditor, which added that the costs of combining clerks' offices were "unknown." 
The bill's Republican author, Sen. Jay Morris, who represents a district in north Louisiana, acknowledged that once Duncan's elected position is eliminated, the civil clerk of court might struggle to handle the influx of cases. The solution, he says, is to "hire someone."
Other New Orleans elected judicial officials whose jobs may be eliminated in the future would be allowed to serve out their terms, but not Duncan.
Morris told lawmakers that the goal is to pass the law in time to prevent Duncan from taking office before the start of his four-year term.

    
The bill, on track to be passed by the GOP-controlled House and approved by Landry, would immediately go into effect with the governor's signature.
"I have never seen something so barbaric," Sen. Royce Duplessis, a Democrat representing New Orleans said on the Senate floor. "I understand politics and I know you all are going to vote how you are going to vote. But just know, when we are all done here, history has a record."
Duncan, 62, was the driving force behind a 2020 U.S. Supreme Court decision that ended nonunanimous jury convictions. He has also founded a nonprofit dedicated to expanding incarcerated people's access to the court system. He has said being elected to the clerk's office was the culmination of his life's work. 
___
Cline reported from Baton Rouge.

    
___

Brook is a corps member for The Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues.
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    Immigration board denies Mahmoud Khalil's appeal, bringing activist one step closer to deportation




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Palestinian activist Mahmoud Khalil holds a news conference outside Federal Court, Oct. 21, 2025, in Philadelphia (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- An immigration appeals board has denied Mahmoud Khalil's latest bid to dismiss his deportation case, a largely expected ruling that brings the former Columbia University graduate student and Palestinian activist one step closer to re-arrest and possible expulsion. 
The Board of Immigration Appeals issued the final order of removal on Thursday, according to Khalil's lawyers. The board's rulings are not public, and an inquiry to the U.S. Department of Justice was not immediately returned. 
Khalil said he was not surprised by the ruling, which he called "biased and politically motivated." His attorneys said he cannot be lawfully detained or deported as he pursues a separate case in the federal court system. 
"The only thing I am guilty of is speaking out against the genocide in Palestine -- and this administration has weaponized the immigration system to punish me for it," Khalil said in a statement. 

    
The Board of Immigration Appeals sets precedent in the byzantine immigration court system, which is controlled by the Department of Justice -- and increasingly under the influence of the Trump administration.



    
        




    




Khalil, a 31-year-old legal permanent resident, was the first person whose arrest became publicly known during the federal crackdown on noncitizens who publicly criticized Israel and its actions in Gaza.
The government has claimed that Khalil's efforts as a leader of pro-Palestinian protests at Columbia were "aligned to Hamas." They have not presented evidence of any connection to the terrorist group, and Khalil has adamantly denied allegations of antisemitism. 

    
    
    
After his arrest last March, Khalil spent 104 days in an immigration jail, missing the birth of his first child, before he was ordered released by a federal judge in New Jersey. 
Khalil suffered a significant setback in his federal case earlier this year, with a U.S. appeals panel ruling the judge in New Jersey overstepped his authority by releasing him. In a 2-1 decision, the panel found that law requires the case to fully move through the immigration courts before Khalil can challenge the decision in federal court.

    
Khalil's lawyers are requesting the full appeals panel reconsider the decision. Earlier this month, they asked one of the appellate panel's judges to step aside because of his previous role as a top Justice Department official involved in investigating student protesters.

Khalil was born in Syria to a Palestinian family and holds Algerian citizenship through a distant relative. He has said that he could be targeted, and even killed, if he is deported.
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                    In a rare statement from the White House, first lady Melania Trump denied any ties to Jeffrey Epstein and knowledge of his crimes, saying the "images and stories are completely false" and urging Congress to hold a public hearing for Epstein's victims.


                
                
            

        
    



            

            By 
            COLLIN BINKLEY and WILL WEISSERT

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- First lady Melania Trump is denying ties to Jeffrey Epstein and knowledge of his sex crimes, saying Thursday that the "stories are completely false" and calling accusations that she was somehow involved "smears about me."
Reading an extraordinary statement at the White House, Melania Trump said she and her attorneys were fighting back against "unfound and baseless lies" in regards to her connections to the late financier, a convicted sex offender who leveraged connections to the rich, powerful and famous to recruit his victims and cover up his crimes.

    
"The lies linking me with the disgraceful Jeffrey Epstein need to end today," she said. "The individuals lying about me are devoid of ethical standards, humility and respect. I do not object to their ignorance, but rather I reject their mean-spirited attempts to defame my reputation."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: First lady Melania Trump speaks to reporters Thursday, April 9, 2026, in the Grand Foyer of the White House in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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The seemingly out-of-the-blue message came as her husband, President Donald Trump, and his administration had finally seemed to move past more than a year of controversy surrounding Epstein, especially as the Iran war had become all-consuming in Washington. 
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[image: A World Without Exploitation projection is seen on the wall of the National Gallery of Art calling on Congress to vote yes on the Epstein Files Transparency Act in Washington, Monday, Nov. 17, 2025. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                What to know about the Justice Department's Epstein files
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by the New York State Sex Offender Registry shows Jeffrey Epstein, March 28, 2017. (New York State Sex Offender Registry via AP, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                A timeline of the Jeffrey Epstein investigation
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[image: This undated photo released by Democrats on the House Oversight Committee shows former President Bill Clinton, Ghislaine Maxwell and Jeffrey Epstein, with Clinton's signature at the top of the photo. (House Oversight Committee via AP)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                House Democrats release photos of Trump, Clinton and Andrew from Epstein's estate
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The first lady's comments almost assuredly will serve to push the story back into the political spotlight even as the president urged the public and media to move on from the case.
Nick Clemens, a spokesperson for the first lady, said the West Wing was aware beforehand that she was making a statement. But he deferred to the West Wing on whether the content of what Melania Trump planned to say was known. The White House press office did not respond to requests for comment. 

    
    
    
Calls for a congressional hearing for Epstein victims
The first lady spoke for about five minutes, reading her statement in the Grand Foyer, then walked away without taking questions. She did not go into detail on the accusations against her, but said they came from "individuals and entities looking to cause damage to my good name." 
She added that they were financially and politically motivated.
Melania Trump also called on Congress to hold a public hearing centered on survivors of Epstein's crimes, with a chance to testify before lawmakers and have their stories entered into the congressional record.
"Each and every woman should have her day to tell her story in public if she wishes," she said. "Then, and only then, we will have the truth."

    
Two of Epstein's accusers, Maria and Annie Farmer, said in a subsequent statement: "What we want is accountability, transparency, and justice." 
Former Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, a Georgia Republican and onetime fierce Trump supporter who resigned from Congress after a public falling out with the president, posted on X, "I am grateful to the First Lady for her brave statement today about Epstein and his victims."

    
    
    
Democrats, meanwhile, jumped on Melania Trump's comments, saying they agreed with her call for a congressional hearing. In a social media post, Rep. Robert Garcia, the top Democrat on the House Oversight Committee that is investigating Epstein, called on the Republican chair of the committee, Rep. James Comer, to schedule a public hearing "immediately."

    
Rep. Thomas Massie, R-Ky., who sponsored a bill prompting the release of millions of Epstein documents, turned attention back to the Justice Department, saying it's the attorney general's job to bring in survivors for testimony. Massie, who has pressed for more arrests in the Epstein case, ended a social media post with a call to "PROSECUTE!"
Questions about Epstein's reach have loomed over the administration and divided Republicans, driving a wedge into Trump's MAGA base as some pressed for the government to release more files and prosecute figures linked to the financier.
The issue has dogged Trump and fractured some of his alliances, including the one with Greene. Trump dismissed the issue as a "Democrat hoax" but later signed a bill to release files from Epstein's case.
It was not clear what prompted the first lady to revive the issue. She noted that several individuals and organizations have had to apologize for their "lies about me." Of the examples she cited, the most recent was in October.

    
In that case, book publisher HarperCollins UK apologized to the first lady and retracted passages from a book suggesting Epstein played a role in introducing her and Donald Trump.
Melania Trump mentioned her husband several times in her comments. She said Epstein did not introduce her to Trump, and that she met her future husband at a New York City party in 1998.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: First lady Melania Trump departs after speaking with reporters Thursday, April 9, 2026, in the Grand Foyer of the White House in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)]
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Email to Maxwell was 'trivial'
The first lady brought Epstein back to the forefront months after federal authorities released millions of pages of documents under the Epstein Files Transparency Act, the law enacted after months of public and political pressure that requires the government to open its files on the late financier and his confidant and onetime girlfriend, Ghislaine Maxwell.
Lawmakers complained when the Justice Department made only a limited release last month, but officials said more time was needed to review additional documents that were discovered and to ensure no sensitive information about victims was released.
Melania Trump said Thursday that she was not friends with Epstein or Maxwell, but was in overlapping social circles in New York and Florida. She described an email reply she sent to Maxwell as "casual correspondence" without elaborating.
"My polite reply to her email doesn't amount to anything more than a trivial note," she said. 
Among the documents released by the Justice Department was a brief email from 2002 with the sender and recipient blacked out. It begins, "Dear G!" and ends "Love, Melania," and compliments the recipient on a magazine article about "JE."
"I know you are very busy flying all over the world," it says. "How was Palm Beach? I cannot wait to go down. Give me a call when you are back in NY."
That email was sent the same month that a New York Magazine article was published about Epstein in which Trump called him a "terrific guy."
Among other documents released was an image from Epstein's home showing a series of photographs along a credenza and in drawers. In that image, inside a drawer among other photos, was a photograph of Trump, alongside Epstein, Melania Trump and Maxwell.

Epstein killed himself in 2019 while awaiting trial on sex trafficking charges in New York. Maxwell was convicted in 2021 of luring teenage girls to be sexually abused by Epstein and was sentenced to 20 years in prison.
___
Associated Press writers Stephen Groves in Washington and Michael R. Sisak and Larry Neumeister in New York contributed to this report. 

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/melania-trump-white-house-epstein-1df98e9902386609608886f7bd256980
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    Democrats grow bolder on talk about removing Trump from office after his Iran threats




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                

        
        
            
                
            
        
    
        

    


            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt defended President Donald Trump's warning that a "whole civilization will die," insisting he retains the "moral high ground" against Iran and calling the remark a "very strong threat" that delivered results.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sen. Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., and Rep. Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., attend an event marking the installation of a plaque commemorating Jan. 6 at the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday, March 25, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Allison Robbert)]
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[image: President Donald Trump speaks with reporters during a news conference in the James Brady Press Briefing Room at the White House, Monday, April 6, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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            STEPHEN GROVES, LISA MASCARO and KEVIN FREKING

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Donald Trump's threats to wipe out Iran, "a whole civilization," ended the restraint that Democrats have mostly practiced when it comes to questions of removing him from office in his second term.
By the dozens, Democrats came out to say that Trump should no longer serve in the White House, either through the impeachment process or the 25th Amendment, which allows the vice president and the Cabinet to declare that a president is no longer able to perform the job.
While Trump eventually pulled back on his threat and agreed to a two-week ceasefire with Iran, the episode highlighted the growing demands for Democrats to oppose the Republican president in the strongest possible terms. Calls about Iran flooded into congressional offices, lawmakers said. 
The breadth of the Democratic pushback underscored the gravity of Trump's apocalyptic threat to a country of more than 91 million people. It also served to raise the domestic political stakes for a conflict that is far from over. The Trump administration faces mounting calls to testify about the war and justify its demands for hundreds of billions of dollars in new military spending.

    
"We cannot excuse what the president said as a negotiating tactic," Rep. Sara Jacobs, a California Democrat told reporters at the Capitol Thursday.



    
        




    




"It is important that even though we were able to get this ceasefire, which I pray holds, that we hold this president accountable for what he threatened because threatening genocide is not just against international law, it's against our federal law, too," she added.

    
    
    
Still, Democratic leaders and many moderates in the party have steered clear of endorsing impeachment, and any attempt to remove Trump from office is doomed to fail so long as Republicans control Congress. 

    
In the near term, Democratic leaders in the House and Senate are instead pushing Republicans to join them and pass legislation that would force Trump to get congressional approval before carrying out any more attacks on Iran. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Rep. Emily Randall, D-Washington, arrives at the Chappaqua Performing Arts Center where former President Bill Clinton is scheduled to testify before U.S. House lawmakers as part of a congressional investigation into convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein, Feb. 27, 2026, in Chappaqua, N.Y. (AP Photo/Angelina Katsanis, File)]
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A few Democrats attempted during a brief session of the House on Thursday to pass what's known as a war powers resolution on Iran, but Republicans, who control the chamber, did not acknowledge their request.
"We need Speaker Johnson to call us into session," said Democratic Rep Emily Randall of Washington. "The American people deserve that."
At the White House, press secretary Karoline Leavitt has defended Trump's rhetoric as effective.

    
    
    
"I think it was a very, very strong threat from the president of the United States that led the Iranian regime to cave to their knees and ask for a ceasefire and agree to reopening the Strait of Hormuz," she said at a Wednesday White House press briefing.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt speaks with reporters in the James Brady Press Briefing Room at the White House, Wednesday, April 8, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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Callers jam congressional phone lines
As they press their case against Trump, Democrats are responding to the worries of their own base and constituents. Congressional offices were bombarded with phone calls and emails this week, largely from people alarmed by the president's rhetoric.
In the House, the office of Rep. Suzan DelBene, D-Wash., received a "ton" of calls and emails Monday and Tuesday, mostly about Iran but also about impeaching Trump or removing him by deploying the 25th Amendment, said one aide who was not authorized to discuss the internal office situation and insisted on anonymity.

    
When her district staffers in the state office took a break Tuesday, they returned to 75 voicemails on Iran an hour later, the aide said.
"My office phones have not stopped ringing," said Rep. Maxine Dexter, D-Ore., at a press conference in Portland, urging House colleagues to immediately return to Washington.
Dexter's office received more calls on Tuesday, 257, than it has ever received in a 24-hour period since the first-term lawmaker's team began keeping track.
The groundswell appeared to be organic, rather than an orchestrated campaign to pressure lawmakers to act.
While outside groups have been circulating some discussion points, including the legal details around invoking the 25th Amendment, there has not been an organized effort to flood the congressional offices with a strategic message, said one Democratic strategist familiar with the situation who insisted on anonymity to discuss the private conversations.

    
It was simply the "horror" of what Trump was saying, the strategist said, and the scale of the president's threats, that appeared to have sparked the mobilization.
On the political right, several prominent figures including former Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene of Georgia, also suggested Trump should be removed from office through the 25th Amendment.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump, accompanied by Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Dan Caine, speaks with reporters in the James Brady Press Briefing Room at the White House, Monday, April 6, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)]
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Will Democrats make an impeachment push?
Democrats twice impeached Trump for actions taken during his first term, but he was acquitted each time. They have tried to avoid such debates for the last 16 months as they tried to center their midterm message on kitchen table issues rather than opposing a president who narrowly won the popular vote.
Republicans also have the majority in the House and have easily fended off two previous efforts to impeach Trump in his second term. A significant number of Democrats have either joined with Republicans or voted "present" as the House blocked impeachment resolutions sponsored by Rep. Al Green, D-Texas.
Then came Trump's threat on Tuesday morning to wipe out "an entire civilization." 
"Temporary ceasefire or not, Trump already committed an impeachable offense. Congress needs to get back to work and remove him from office before he does more damage to our country and the world," said Rep. Seth Moulton of Massachusetts, a veteran of the war in Iraq.
It's unclear how House Democratic leader Hakeem Jeffries will handle the demands for another impeachment push. But Democratic leaders are holding a call on Friday with members of the House Judiciary Committee that is focused on "Trump administration accountability and the 25th Amendment."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Rep. Madeleine Dean, D-Pa., is seen before President Donald Trump delivers the State of the Union address to a joint session of Congress in the House chamber at the U.S. Capitol in Washington, Feb. 24, 2026. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)]
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Standing on the Capitol steps Thursday, Rep. Madeleine Dean, D-Pa., said she supports impeachment, but nevertheless hit the brakes on it for now, as the Democrats are in the minority. Instead, she called on Republicans to stand up to Trump's threats, including by invoking the 25th Amendment.
She predicted the imperative to remove Trump from office could only grow as negotiators navigate a fragile framework for a peace deal. Dean and other Democrats criticized the plan as "chaotic" and unworkable.

Yet Dean said Trump's threat to destroy Iranian civilization should have already been enough. "The president brought the entire globe to watch his madness," she said.
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    USPS is set to suspend pension contributions, seeks 4-cent stamp price hike




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The U.S. Postal Service's next-generation delivery vehicle, left, is displayed as one new battery electric delivery trucks leaves the Kokomo Sorting and Delivery Center in Kokomo, Ind., Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy, File)]
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            SUSAN HAIGH

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        The U.S. Postal Service said Thursday it has informed federal budget officials it will temporarily suspend its employer contributions to Federal Employees Retirement System annuities, allowing it to keep making payroll, paying suppliers and delivering the mail.
The Postal Service also wants to increase postage rates, including raising the price of a First-Class Mail Forever stamp from 78 cents to 82 cents. USPS filed notice Friday with regulators, who still need to approve the changes.
The step taken by the Postal Board of Governors to forgo the pension payments is meant to preserve cash and liquidity due to the Postal Service's "ongoing, severe financial crisis," Postal Service Chief Financial Officer Luke Grossmann said in an internal message to USPS employees. Officials have warned the USPS is on course to run out of cash by around February 2027. 

    
Despite the suspension of employer contributions, effective Friday, current and future retirees will not be immediately impacted, Grossman said.
"The risk to the Postal Service and the American public from insufficient liquidity for postal operations dramatically outweighs any longer-term risk to the pension funds from not making the currently due payments," he said in the statement. USPS deferred payments in 2011 during another financial crisis.



    
        




    




The Postal Service said it will continue transmitting employees' retirement contributions to the federal Office of Personnel Management, along with Thrift Savings Plan contributions, including employer automatic and matching funds, and will also maintain its employer contributions to Social Security.

    
    
    
Brian Renfroe, president of the National Association of Letter Carriers, said the temporary suspension of annuity payments is "not ideal" but it doesn't immediately impact his members, who he said understand the Postal Service's financial challenges. 

    
"Given a menu of options, none of which are overall positive, they would certainly prefer the Postal Service making a move like this as opposed to something that immediately impacts them or immediately impacts in a negative way the service that we provide to the American people," Renfroe said.
Ninety-nine percent of career USPS employees are covered by the Federal Employees Retirement System. 
In a related matter, the Postal Regulatory Commission on Thursday granted the Postal Service a temporary, multi-year waiver allowing it to redirect billions of dollars in revenue previously earmarked for retiree benefits, providing "some breathing room and flexibility" to execute contingency plans and avoid running out of cash.
Last month, Postmaster General David Steiner told The Associated Press and later a congressional committee that the 250-year-old service needs to have a decades-old $15 billion cap on borrowing raised to $34.5 billion so the independent agency can have access to more cash. 
"That will buy us the time to make the fixes we need to make, and we can sail on down the road," he told the AP. Steiner has called for other changes as well, including greater flexibility in how retirement funds are invested, changes to pension obligation methodology and the authority for USPS to raise postage prices high enough to cover losses.

    
Renfroe said this latest move to pause employer contributions is the "direct result of continued inaction by Congress" to fix such "legislative restraints" placed on the Postal Service.
Keep Us Posted, an advocacy group representing consumers, catalogs, greeting card publishers and others, has urged Congress to ensure any rate increases would be limited to once a year. The group also wants to ensure six-day-a-week mail service remains and that USPS regulators have greater control over any service changes. 
USPS said the proposed price increases requested Thursday, which also affect postcards and international letters, will still make rates among the most affordable in the world. The Postal Service relies mostly on the sale of postage, products and services to finance its operations.
The Postal Service has seen annual volume plummet from about 220 billion pieces in 2006 to about 110 billion today as more people pay bills and communicate online.

USPS's net losses for the 2025 fiscal year totaled $9 billion, even though total operating revenue increased by $916 million or 1.2%, due largely to its Ground Advantage shipping service. Net losses in fiscal year 2024 were $9.5 billion.
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    Olympic hero Jack Hughes has new chiclets as NHL dentists get a moment in the spotlight




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This combo of file photos show hockey player Jack Hughes, left, celebrating after the gold medal game against Canada in Milan, Italy, and at right, at Yankee Stadium sporting a new smile before a New York Yankees baseball game in New York. (AP Photo/File)]
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[image: United States' Jack Hughes (86) poses with teammates after defeating Canada in the men's ice hockey gold medal game at the 2026 Winter Olympics, in Milan, Italy, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek, File)]
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[image: San Jose Sharks' Brent Burns smiles on the red carpet before the NHL Awards, Wednesday, June 19, 2019, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)]
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[image: Los Angeles Kings defenseman Drew Doughty smiles after right wing Alex Iafallo scored during the third period of an NHL hockey game against the Anaheim Ducks Wednesday, March 10, 2021, in Anaheim, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)]
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[image: Philadelphia Flyers' Bernie Parent, left, and Bobby Clarke, carry the Stanley Cup off the ice in Buffalo, May 28, 1975 after defeating the Buffalo Sabres. (AP Photo/File)]
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            STEPHEN WHYNO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        Jason Schepis was at home with his kids in New Jersey watching the gold medal men's hockey game at the Olympics when he saw some of his handiwork get scattered all over the ice late in the third period of a thriller. 
Jack Hughes, the 24-year-old forward for Team USA, had just taken a stick to the mouth from Canada's Sam Bennett and, as he explained later, saw at least one full tooth and shards of others laying on the ice.
Schepis knew those teeth, too. In fact, as the New Jersey Devils team dentist, he had repaired those very same chompers before after Hughes took a high stick in the playoffs a few years ago. 
"We did the root canals, fixed it up," Schepis recalled. "Those were his teeth."
Hughes, like hockey players tend to do, shook off the injury, and he went on to score in overtime for a 2-1 win and America's first gold in men's hockey since 1980. His gap-toothed grin became the picture-perfect encapsulation of a sport where missing teeth is a badge of honor and "spittin' chiclets" is so ingrained in the lexicon that it's the name of a popular hockey podcast, not just the candy-coated chewing gum pieces that are somewhat tooth-sized. 

    
To say that hockey players need dentists is something of an understatement. Every team has one and these specialists join team doctors and other medical staff at every single NHL game, ready to jump into action when the need arises.



    
        




    




"When there is an injury to the mouth, our physicians are like, 'Oh yeah, we're so happy you're here because we would not have been able to do that,'" San Jose Sharks dentist Mark Nishimura said. "Sometimes we're really not busy, and other times, when it's bad, it's bad."

    
    
    
It was bad when Nishimura was handed Joe Pavelski's teeth following a puck to the players' jaw during in the 2019 playoffs, though that resulted in a goal. Later that year, Keith Yandle lost nine teeth, returned to the game and played 168 more in a row.

    
Brent Burns took a wayward stick to the face in 2013 that knocked out three pearly whites, and since returning he has skated in more than 1,000 games in a row. When a puck ramped off his own stick into his mouth in 2006, Chris Clark needed three hours of surgery involving braces, screws and a cadaver bone . 
Hockey dentistry is about triage
Clark calls hockey dentists "triage doctors," learning about that from his own tooth-losing, palate-fracturing experience with the Washington Capitals.
Longtime Capitals dentist Tom Lenz was there that game and has seen it all, including driving players to his office at night when time is of the essence. Because a puck or a stick to the mouth almost always causes damage different than the general population, he got nervous in his early days more than two decades ago.
"You never know till you get back there, so you always have to be ready to just jump in and take care of it," Lenz said. "It can be a simple chipped tooth. It can be teeth knocked out. It can be jaw fractures. ... We try to get them stable, out of discomfort -- whatever that takes."
That includes dealing with lacerations elsewhere on the faces of players, officials and even coaches. The home dentist, at least in the regular season, is responsible for the visiting team, too, and consults with the other doctors in the building, like when Schepis in early 2024 ruled out Chicago's Connor Bedard because of a broken jaw.

    
The playoffs are different, so Schepis was there on the road when Hughes took a stick to the mouth from Jordan Staal in the series opener between the Devils and Carolina Hurricanes in May 2023.
"They're snapped in half, the nerves are hanging out, the ice is cold (and) he can't breathe because the nerves are hanging," Schepis said. "Just numb him right at the end of the first, did the root canals right there, pulled the nerves out. The orthopedic surgeons think it's like miracle work."

    
Smile, you're a hockey player
When Alex Ovechkin took a stick to the mouth in October 2007 that knocked out one of his front teeth, Lenz put in an implant that's also known as a "flipper" with the plan to make a permanent fix once his career is over. 
Lenz said Ovechkin wanted it immediately, then lost the implant and his smile without the tooth became part of his look, even if his mother did not approve. Ovechkin is now league's leading career goal-scorer and still playing at age 40.
"Had one made within a day or so because he was so adamant about, 'I can't go around like this,'" Lenz said. "It's so him now that it's going to be strange to see him with all his teeth up there."
Not Hughes, who told Jimmy Fallon that missing teeth definitely won't become his look long term. He has already been fixed up.
Now in his 14th full season in the league, Brenden Dillon wore a mouthguard playing as a kid because he needed braces three times from hockey-related incidents. After going without one with the minors, he got popped in the mouth in his first NHL fight and has worn one since.
"Not a fun part of it," Dillon said. "I don't think basketball, football -- maybe baseball, a ball here and there maybe -- but way more in hockey. Sticks, pucks, the glass, ice -- the whole nine yards. It feels like once a game at least somebody's getting dinged up with something."

    
Hockey players have a high pain tolerance
Schepis, Lenz and other NHL team dentists work in other sports. Lenz said many of the NBA players he works on have never had sutures before.
"Hockey players sometimes will even go, 'How many is it going to be?'" Lenz said. "If it's like two or three or so, a lot of the guys will just go: 'Then just suture it. No anesthetic, I don't want to take that. Just suture it and I want to get back out there.'"
Nishimura remembers being asked, "Do you want to put these back in?" when Pavelski lost those teeth off a shot from Burns, his teammate at the time. The Sharks beat Vegas 5-2, and it became part of his courageous career.
"Pavs went back, we numbed him up, sutured him," Nishimura said. "He went back out and finished the game. It's incredible. Hockey players, they don't quit. They are a special breed of human being."
Dillon, now with New Jersey, has had a couple of root canals, a couple of chipped teeth and realizes he should wear his mouthguard in practices, too. Lenz has noticed a decline in facial injuries since visors were made mandatory; only four players, grandfathered in, are skating without one.
Clark wore a visor sparingly in his playing days but is glad to see the current generation widely adopt it, much like helmets became required equipment, because sticks and pucks to the mouth are such a regular occurrence.
"It's sort of part of the deal," Clark said.
So is having a hockey dentist on call. Schepis says he once did a root canal on Jaromir Jagr at 1 a.m. and put in 30-plus sutures for another player when the puck caused damage all the way through his mouth.

"There's a lot of little nuances to sports dentistry vs. regular dentistry because it's just not standard," Schepis said. "You have to move fast and you have to always move with the player's best intention. But we know they want to be out there. We know the team wants them out there. You always have to be available any time of night."
___
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/hub/nhl
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                    Sports

    A wild hook and a big leg kick as Jack Nicklaus, Gary Player and Tom Watson open the Masters




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Jack Nicklaus hits the ceremonial tee shot on the first hole during the first round of the Masters golf tournament at the Augusta National Golf Club, Thursday, April 9, 2026, in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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[image: Gary Player kicks his leg in the air after hitting the ceremonial tee shot on the first hole during the first round of the Masters golf tournament at the Augusta National Golf Club, Thursday, April 9, 2026, in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)]
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[image: Jack Nicklaus, chairman Fred Ridley, Tom Watson, Gary Player pose before the ceremonial tee shot on the first hole during the first round of the Masters golf tournament at the Augusta National Golf Club, Thursday, April 9, 2026, in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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[image: Jack Nicklaus is greeted by Tom Watson during the ceremonial tee shot on the first hole during the first round of the Masters golf tournament at the Augusta National Golf Club, Thursday, April 9, 2026, in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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[image: Fans walk on the second hole during the first round of the Masters golf tournament at the Augusta National Golf Club, Thursday, April 9, 2026, in Augusta, Ga. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)]
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            DAVE SKRETTA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        AUGUSTA, Ga. (AP) -- The Masters got started beneath whispy white clouds and a bright blue spring sky Thursday when Gary Player, Jack Nicklaus and Tom Watson once again struck the ceremonial tee shots down the first fairway at Augusta National.
Well, mostly down the first fairway.
After the 90-year-old Player hit his shot down the middle, and celebrated with a big leg kick, the 86-year-old Nicklaus stepped up. His son, Jackie, placed his ball on the tee, and the Golden Bear offered a tongue-in-cheek warning to the patrons lining the tee box -- "Oh, boy, watch out," Nicklaus said, "and I don't mean that facetiously" -- and proceeded to hit a low hook right at them.
"I said, 'Spread out on both sides because I don't want to kill anybody,'" he relayed afterward. "If it'd been a little closer I might have."
The ball cleared the heads of the patrons down the left side by a couple of feet.

    
Last up was the 76-year-old Watson, who used the tee Nicklaus had left stuck in the ground. "May I use your tee," Watson asked? "It's why I left it," the six-time Masters champion replied, and Watson proceeded to strike his drive right down the middle.



    
        




    




With that, the 90th edition of the Masters was underway.
The honorary starter has been a tradition at Augusta National since 1963, when Jock Hutchinson and Fred McLeod hit their opening shots of the tournament. The idea had come to club founder Bobby Jones years earlier, and over time, it has become a treasured part of the Masters mystique, with 11 dignitaries and past champions having served in the role.

    
    
    
Byron Nelson, Gene Sarazen and Sam Snead were the longest-serving, performing the duty throughout most of the 1980s and '90s, while Arnold Palmer was joined by Nicklaus and Player for many years. When the King died in 2016, it left just Nicklaus and Player in a twosome, so Watson was asked to join them, and the trio continues to this day.

    
"When I first played the Masters as an amateur in 1970, I teed off early in the morning, playing with Doug Ford. I went to the honorary starters, and it was very special," Watson said. "I remember seeing Gene Sarazen tee off. Sam Snead, Arnold Palmer, Jack and Gary. It's something very special. I thought it was just part of the aura of the tournament, and I wanted to witness it."
How much longer Player, Nicklaus and Watson take part is a big question surrounding the Masters these days.
So is who might take on the role next.

"I was a little worried. I had carpal tunnel surgery about five, six weeks ago, and I was worried about being able to hold onto the golf club and hurt somebody," Nicklaus said. "I'm fortunate that I got it over somebody's head. I didn't hit it very well, but I got it over their heads and didn't hurt anybody. As long as I can still hit the golf ball."
Nicklaus said he doesn't really play anymore. He did once all of last year, and once more this past February.
"But it's such a nice ceremony, and it's a real honor to be invited," he said. "I hope to be able to do it as long as I can not kill anybody."
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/masters-augusta-national-09e6e4ba8639e2038c72f87444a2c32d



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Sports

    Transgender darts pro says she 'just got retired' by governing body's policy change




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Noa-Lynn van Leuven, of the Netherlands, throws a dart as she takes part in a round one match at the World Darts Championships in London, Monday, Dec. 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, File)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- A transgender darts player said she's "not done fighting" after the sport's governing body enacted rules barring transgender women from women's tournaments.
Noa-Lynn van Leuven of the Netherlands spoke out Thursday when the Darts Regulation Authority's new policy took effect.
"Apparently, I just got retired -- not by choice, but because I'm no longer allowed to compete," Van Leuven said in a video on her Instagram account.
The 29-year-old van Leuven had competed in the Women's Series of the Professional Darts Corporation. In 2024, she became the first transgender woman to play at the PDC World Darts Championship.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Noa-Lynn van Leuven, of the Netherlands, takes part in a round one match at the World Darts Championships in London, Monday, Dec. 15, 2025. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, File)]
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"I've worked so damn hard for years just to get here. I showed up, I competed. I respected the sport every game, every single day," van Leuven said. "And now, with just one decision, I'm being told I don't belong anymore. This isn't just about me. This is another huge hit for the trans community."

    
She will still be eligible for open PDC events.
It's not clear what van Leuven's legal options are, but in a written message with the video she added: "This isn't the end. I'm just going back to the drawing board. I'm not done fighting."



    
        




    




The DRA said in a statement Thursday that it began a review of its policies in 2025. It included commissioning a report from "an academic developmental biologist who has published several papers on sex and categories in sport. The DRA has also considered extensive legal advice."

"As a result of its review, the DRA is satisfied that to achieve fair competition in darts, only biological females should be eligible to compete in women's tournaments regulated by DRA Rules," it said.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/hub/sports
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    China's K-pop worries: The reasons why a ban on Korean entertainment has lasted a decade
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            BTS has launched their first world tour in over four years, but China is notably absent from the tour dates An unofficial ban has barred K-pop from the Chinese market, prompting entertainment companies to pivot toward Japan and North America. (April 10)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Tian Xin, a BTS fan from Gansu province, China, poses for a photo with handheld fans featuring BTS member Jung Kook, ahead of BTS's comeback concert near Gwanghwamun Square in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, March 21, 2026. (AP Photo/ Juwon Park)]
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[image: Han Yunyi, BTS fan originally from Jiangsu province in China, poses for a photo holding BTS fan merchandise ahead of BTS's comeback concert near Gwanghwamun Square in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, March 21, 2026. (AP Photo/ Juwon Park)]
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[image: BTS fan Wang Yuchen from Sichuan province in China poses for a photo while holding BTS merchandise ahead of BTS's comeback concert near Gwanghwamun Square in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, March 21, 2026. (AP Photo/ Juwon Park)]
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[image: Kpop group BTS perform during 'BTS The Comeback Live Arirang' concert in central Seoul, South Korea, March 21, 2026. (Kim Hong-Ji/Pool Photo via AP, File)]
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[image: Fans react during a comeback concert of K-pop band BTS near Gwanghwamun Square in Seoul, South Korea, Saturday, March 21, 2026. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon, File)]
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                                        BEIJING (AP) -- As mega K-pop group BTS returns to the stage after a hiatus of more than three years, one major market is conspicuously missing from its 12-month world tour: China.
The omission of one of the group's biggest fan bases comes as no surprise. In fact, just the opposite would have been huge news. China has blocked most South Korean entertainment since 2016 under an unofficial ban that also restricts movies and the country's popular TV dramas. For some Chinese, that means flying to Seoul to see their favorite groups perform -- as many were expected to do for three shows opening the tour this week and weekend.
China has long used trade restrictions in geopolitical disputes. The trigger for the entertainment ban was a South Korean decision to allow the United States to deploy an anti-missile system on its soil. What sets the ban apart is how long it has lasted, something analysts attribute to government concern about the massive popularity of Korean music and videos. China is a robust defender of its own cultural products.

    
Rumblings that the ban could be eased -- an expectation South Korean President Lee Jae Myung has publicly voiced as he and Chinese leader Xi Jinping seek to improve ties -- have thrust it back into the news.



    
        




    




China's use of economic pressure signals the government's resolve, clarifies what it considers unacceptable and reinforces nationalism at home, said Seung-Youn Oh, a Bryn Mawr College professor who is writing a book on China's use of informal economic sanctions.
"From China's perspective, these actions go beyond symbolism," she said in a written response to questions. "They are strategic tools to shape the international environment."

    
    
    
The ban is not total
Many K-pop groups have non-Korean members, and they have been allowed to perform in China. Pop-up stores selling K-pop merchandise attract lines of fans and require advance reservations during peak hours.
For video, the growth of streaming means dramas are accessible to an extent -- though the latest ones may be pirated versions. A check of four major Chinese platforms found a limited selection of about 50 dramas, and all at least four years old.
The ban does not apply in Macao and Hong Kong -- where the BTS tour lands in 2027 -- because both are special regions in China with their own governments and laws. 

    
"I'm already really grateful that they can perform in places like Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan," said Tian Xin, who was in Seoul last month for a free comeback concert ahead of the tour. "The rest is a matter of national policy. Of course, I still hope they can come closer to us -- fans always want that."
The missile defense system, known by the acronym THAAD, is aimed at the North Korean threat, but China said its radar could be reconfigured to peer into its territory. Though the U.S. operates the system, it was South Korea's decision to allow the deployment that angered China.
Besides the entertainment ban, China also drove out a South Korean supermarket chain. The THAAD system remains -- though recent security camera footage and other images have sparked speculation that the U.S. may have shipped some of the interceptor missiles to the Mideast for the war against Iran.

    
China's concerns about K-pop fandom
At first, China welcomed the "Korean Wave" as a cultural import compatible with its political system and a substitute for Western pop culture, the Korea Creative Content Agency, a government group, said in a report earlier this year. But the surging popularity of Korean music and dramas in the 2010s turned it into something that, the report said, needed to be controlled.
"The Chinese government had never experienced anything like that before," said Dong-ha Kim, a professor at the Busan University of Foreign Studies.
"While the dispute over THAAD happened to coincide with that period, Beijing's fundamental concern goes deeper," he said. "It cannot allow foreign culture to shape the thinking of its young people, especially when its government has no control over the content."
The government banned effeminate-looking men from TV in 2021, a look that Chinese pop stars likely picked up from South Korean and Japanese performers.

    
China also wants to develop its own pop culture as a form of soft power. Think the Labubu doll craze and the food and drinks chains. 
"China wants cultural governance -- to grow its own music industry," said Hyunji Lee, a financial analyst who covers the entertainment sector. "If K-pop floods back in, there's a direct conflict."
China is mum on the ban
China, though, has never acknowledged that a prohibition exists.
"China has never imposed any so-called bans on the Republic of Korea," Foreign Ministry spokesperson Zhao Lijian said in 2022. Another spokesperson, Lin Jian, said last September that China has no objection to "healthy and beneficial" cultural exchange with South Korea.
Hopes for lifting the ban rose after Lee and Xi met twice. During Lee's visit to China in January, the two governments signed an agreement to expand cultural and content exchange -- but only gradually, and starting with just soccer and the traditional board game called go.

    
Xi quoted two Chinese idioms, according to the South Korean side: "Three feet of ice does not form in a single day" and "Fruit falls only when it ripens." They suggest that any opening will take time and happen when the conditions are right.
On Chinese social media, some people said that K-pop -- with its suggestive dance moves -- is not appropriate for children. Others warned that Korean entertainment could overwhelm the domestic industry. Fans looked forward to performances in China that would save them from red-eye flights and the cost of hotel stays abroad.
Yu Sang, a fan and event organizer, flew to Seoul five times last year for K-pop events and organized one for "KPop Demon Hunters" at a shopping mall in Beijing on New Year's Eve.
"The fans in China are incredibly devoted," she said. "If you go to the Arctic, I'll go to the Arctic with you."
South Korea looks beyond China
The ban has reshaped how South Korean entertainment companies see the Chinese market.
Drama producers have felt the loss most acutely and have more to gain from an opening-up than the K-pop industry, said Lee, the financial analyst.
Pirated versions don't generate income for the producers. The dramas are on small apps and sometimes disappear after a few days, according to reports posted by individuals on social media. Some of the apps themselves disappear, then reappear with slightly altered names.
Netflix and Disney+, which distribute most South Korean dramas globally, are blocked in China. They can be accessed using a virtual private network, which is illegal to do (though enforcement is spotty).
The K-pop industry has restructured so that China is no longer critical. Japan has become the anchor market, while North America has emerged as the primary growth frontier.
"China matters," Lee said, "but it's not something companies are desperately waiting on anymore."
___

Park reported from Seoul, South Korea. Associated Press writers Kim Tong-hyung in Seoul and Fu Ting in Washington and video producer Liu Zheng in Beijing contributed.
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    Dave Chappelle helps keep Ohio radio station rooted in hometown with restored building




                    

                

            
    
        

        
        
            
                
            
        
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    The comedian stood on the front lawn of a newly restored 19th-century schoolhouse Thursday, joining neighbors and local officials as a small-town radio station secured its future in the community he calls home. (AP Video: Patrick Aftoora-Orsagos)
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                                        YELLOW SPRINGS, Ohio (AP) -- Comedian Dave Chappelle stood on the front lawn of a newly restored 19th-century schoolhouse Thursday, joining neighbors and local officials as a small-town radio station secured its future in the community he calls home.
The ribbon-cutting ceremony marked two historic moments: Chappelle's restoration of the Union Schoolhouse and WYSO's relocation of its new broadcast facility inside it, bringing together distinct efforts to keep the station rooted in Yellow Springs at a time when local media outlets face mounting challenges.
"It's like our lifeblood in the community," Chappelle told The Associated Press about the station, recalling how its possible departure to nearby Dayton would have been "a crushing blow" for Yellow Springs.
More than 200 people gathered outside the former Union Schoolhouse, where Chappelle attended along with his wife, mother, station leaders and village officials, including Yellow Springs Mayor Steve McQueen and Dayton Mayor Shenise Turner-Sloss, to celebrate the opening the schoolhouse and the 68-year-old station into its next chapter.

    
The Union Schoolhouse was originally built in 1872 and once served as one of the village's earliest integrated schools before later housing municipal offices and small businesses. After sitting vacant for years, it was purchased in 2020 by Chappelle's real estate company, Iron Table Holdings.



    
        




    




The property has since been transformed into a modern, multiuse space, with WYSO occupying the lower floors, while Chappelle's offices will be based on the top floor.

    
    
    
For Chappelle, the investment was as much about preservation as development.
"If you have the opportunity like I did, to invest in your community, then it's one of the greatest investments I've ever made," he said. "In some ways it feels dutiful. Other times I feel proud. ... but ultimately, I'm doing it because I want to, not because I have to."

    
The move comes at a time when local media outlets across the country face shrinking resources, shifting audiences and increased competition from digital platforms.
Chappelle said stations like WYSO serve as a stabilizing force. He described it as "a beacon for sanity," offering "a solid baseline of truth in context" in an increasingly fragmented information landscape.
"I grew up listening to WYSO since high school, and they've always been here connecting to the people," said Mark Willis, a Yellow Springs resident. "They're not out of a big city. They're not subject to censorship by a sponsor. They tell the truth, they tell the stories, and it's rare these days. To see them growing instead of shrinking is beautiful."
Rather than simply donate funds, Chappelle financed the redevelopment of the building itself, allowing the station to remain locally rooted while maintaining editorial independence.
"Dave has never made a suggestion about our programming," said Luke Dennis, general manager at WYSO. He said the new facility transforms how the station connects with the public, offering performance space, gathering areas and expanded capacity for programming.

    
"We belong to the community," Dennis said. 
Public radio stations in smaller markets have faced mounting pressure in recent years, from funding challenges to audience fragmentation. 
Dennis said the investment positions WYSO differently. "We're in a place of strength," he said.
Yellow Springs has long been central to Chappelle's life. Though he grew up in Maryland, he spent summers in the village, where his late father worked as the dean of students at Antioch College.
Now living on a 39-acre farm with his wife and their three children, Chappelle has become deeply embedded in the town. He has invested in local properties, opened a comedy club in the downtown area and hosted events that draw national attention, including performances in a nearby cornfield during the pandemic.
Chappelle has also taken an active role in local affairs, speaking at town meetings and supporting community initiatives.
As residents gathered and later filtered through the restored building, the moment marked more than a ribbon-cutting. 

"I'm more determined and inspired that these institutions flourish and stay of the people," Chappelle said after the ceremony. "The only way they can do that is the people supporting them. I'm hopeful more than worried." 
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    Hip-hop pioneer Afrika Bambaataa dies at age 68




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Hip hop DJ pioneer Afrika Bambaataa speaks at a news conference in New York on Feb. 28, 2006. (AP Photo/Henny Ray Abrams, File)]
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                                        Afrika Bambaataa, a man widely considered one of the main pioneers of hip-hop, died in Pennsylvania of prostate cancer on Thursday, according to his lawyer. He was 68.
Bambaataa's sudden death was met with an outpouring of condolences from friends, family and fans across the world, who paid tribute to his profound and unmistakable impact on one of the world's most popular and politically influential music genres. But others have said that his impact was overshadowed in recent years after numerous men who knew Bambaataa when they were boys accused him of sexual abuse.
The rapper and producer is best known for breakthrough tracks like 1982's "Planet Rock" and for founding the Universal Zulu Nation art collective. 
"Hip Hop will never be the same without him -- but everything hip hop is today, it is because of him. His spirit lives in every beat, every cypher and every corner of this globe he touched," his talent agency, Naf Management Entertainment, wrote in an emailed statement on Tuesday.

    
The birthplace of hip hop
Bambaataa was Lance Taylor born in 1957 in the South Bronx, and he came of age at a time when the New York City neighborhood was rapidly deteriorating after intensifying segregation and years of economic neglect. By the 1970s and 1980s, landlords were burning apartment buildings to collect insurance money instead of investing in repairs, leaving low-income mostly Puerto Rican and Black families without socioeconomic opportunity. 
Bambaataa had Jamaican and Barbadian heritage, and he was raised in a low-income public housing complex by his mother, according to an interview he gave Frank Broughton in 1998. He was exposed to music at an early age through his mother's vinyl record collection. 
The ability to repurpose and mix old hits became one of his signatures at the parties he began to throw in community centers across the neighborhood in the early 1970s, Bambaataa said in the interview. He was deeply inspired by the work of Kool Herc, who is often deemed the father of hip-hop.



    
        




    




Bambaataa and the parties where he DJ'ed swelled in popularity throughout the decade and well into the 1980s, when he released a series of electro tracks that helped shaped the burgeoning hip-hop and electro-funk music movements. He also was one of the first DJs to use beat breaks, incorporating the iconic Roland TR-808 drum machine.

    
    
    
"We was playin' everything, everything that was funky," he said. He later added that what set his parties apart was that "other DJs would play they great records for fifteen, twenty minutes. We was changing ours every minute or two. I couldn't have no breakbeat go longer than a minute or two."

    
At that time, Bambaataa said in previous interviews that he was able to leverage his affiliation with the local street gang the Black Spades in order to form a group he called the Zulu Nation, a nod to a South African ethnic group that he drew inspiration from. His slogan eventually became known as "peace, love, unity and having fun," and he said that he sought to use hip-hops' ballooning popularity to resolve local gang conflicts.

    
    
    
Later, Bambaataa changed the name to the Universal Zulu Nation to signal the inclusion of "all people from the planet earth."

    
"At the core our music made people feel like they belong to a movement and not a moment, our music offered Hope something positive to believe in, it gave people identity, unity, and a way out," Ellis Williams, a producer known as Mr. Biggs, wrote in an email to the AP. Mr. Biggs was a member of the group Afrika Bambaataa and Soulsonic Force that included Bambaataa.
Accused of sexual abuse
In recent years, numerous people have accused Bambaataa of sexual abuse.
In 2016, Bronx political activist and former music industry executive Ronald Savage accused Bambaataa of abusing him in 1980, when he was Savage was a young teen. 
"I was scared, but at the same time I was like, 'This is Afrika Bambaataa,' " Savage told the AP in 2016. At the time he recalled, in detail, that encounter and four others that he said followed.
Bambaataa has vehemently denied those allegations.


    
After Savage went public with his claims, numerous other men came forward to share similar experiences about Bambaataa. In June 2016, the Universal Zulu Nation released a public letter apologizing to "the survivors of apparent sexual molestation by Bambaataa" saying that some members of the group knew about the abuse but "chose not to disclose" it. 
"We extend our deepest and most sincere apologies to the many people who have been hurt," organization wrote.
___
Associated Press writer Maria Sherman contributed reporting from New York City.
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    Well-timed bets on Polymarket tied to the Iran war draw calls for investigations from lawmakers




                    

                

            
    
        

        
        
            
                
            
        
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    A group of new accounts on the prediction market Polymarket made highly specific, well-timed bets on whether the U.S. and Iran would reach a ceasefire on April 7, resulting in hundreds of thousands of dollars in profits for these new customers.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Calls are increasing inside Congress for investigations into the prediction market platform Polymarket after the latest instance where groups of anonymous traders made strategic, well-timed bets on a major geopolitical event hours before it occurred. 
On Wednesday, The Associated Press reported that at least 50 brand new accounts on Polymarket placed substantial bets on a U.S.-Iran ceasefire in the hours, even minutes, before President Donald Trump announced the ceasefire late Tuesday on social media. These were the sole bets made on Polymarket through these accounts.
In January, an anonymous Polymarket user made a $400,000 profit by betting that Venezuelan leader Nicolas Maduro would be out of office, hours before Maduro was captured. In the hours before the start of the Iran war, another account made roughly $550,000 in a series of trades effectively betting that the U.S. would strike Iran and that Ayatollah Ali Khamenei would be removed from office.

    
Such prescient wagers have raised eyebrows -- and accusations that prediction markets are ripe for insider trading. And the issue goes beyond these three geopolitical events, according to at least one report. Researchers at Harvard University released a paper last month where, using public blockchain data, they estimated that $143 million in profits have been made on Polymarket by individuals who potentially had insider information about events ranging from Taylor Swift's engagement to the awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize last year. 

    
    
    
Rep. Ritchie Torres, D-N.Y who sits on the House Financial Services Committee as well as the subcommittee on digital assets and financial technology, sent a letter Thursday to the Commodity Futures Trading Commission demanding the regulator review and investigate these well-timed trades. The CFTC regulates the derivatives markets, which includes prediction markets.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Rep. Ritchie Torres, D-N.Y., listens during a House committee on homeland security hearing addressing threats to election security at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, July 20, 2022. (AP Photo/Amanda Andrade-Rhoades, File)]
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"This pattern raises serious concerns that certain market participants may have had access to material nonpublic information regarding a market-moving geopolitical event," Torres wrote. The letter was shared exclusively with The AP.

    
"What is the statistical likelihood that of anyone other than an insider trader placing a winning bet 12 minutes before a market-moving presidential announcement," Torres said in an interview with AP. "There are two answers: God, or an insider trader. And something tells me that God it not placing bets around Donald Trump's posts on Truth Social. "
Prediction market platforms like Kalshi and Polymarket allow their users to bet on everything from whether it will rain in Phoenix, Arizona next week to whether the Federal Reserve will raise or lower interest rates. 
At this time, U.S. residents have limited access to Polymarket, which was banned from the U.S. in 2022. The company has moved to reenter the country by acquiring a CFTC-licensed exchange and clearinghouse, giving it a legal pathway to start offering contracts domestically. The company has begun a limited rollout in the U.S. 

    
Polymarket also operates a separate, crypto-based platform offshore that remains outside U.S. jurisdiction. That platform accounts for most of its activity.
Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-Connecticut, sent a letter to Polymarket on Thursday demanding the company explain why it continues to allow trades on war and violence as well as whether the company is making any efforts to keep insiders from trading on the platform.
"Polymarket has become an illicit market to sell and exploit national security secrets unlike any in history, and by extension a potential honeypot for foreign intelligence services watching for those same suspicious bets and wagers," Blumenthal wrote.
Republicans have also criticized these platforms and called for bans on these sorts of bets. There are at least two bills pending in Congress co-signed by both parties, one in the House and one in the Senate.
"We don't want to imagine a world where America's adversaries use prediction markets to anticipate our next move," said Rep. Blake Moore, R-Utah, after the release of the AP's findings on the ceasefire wagers.

    
Polymarket did not immediately reply to a request for comment. 
The stakes are high for both Kalshi and Polymarket as they seek approval to operate in the U.S. and nationwide, particularly in the lucrative sports betting market. 
Kalshi, which is already regulated in the U.S., and its executives have a goal of making the company the nation's dominant prediction market. Kalshi has also leaned heavily into sports, which critics have said effectively makes it a sports betting platform that dabbles in event-based contracts on the side. Both companies have also announced partnerships with sports teams and even news organizations to broaden their reach as well. The AP has an agreement to sell U.S. elections data to Kalshi.

The competition also carries political overtones. Donald Trump Jr. is an investor in Polymarket through his venture capital firm, 1789 Capital, and separately serves as a paid strategic adviser to Kalshi.
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    US economy grew a sluggish 0.5% in fourth quarter, government says, downgrading previous estimate




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Gas prices are displayed at a gasoline station, Tuesday, April 7, 2026, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The American economy, slowed by last fall's 43-day government shutdown, grew at a sluggish 0.5% annual pace from October through December, the Commerce Department reported Thursday in downgrade of its previous estimate.
U.S. gross domestic product -- the nation's output of goods and services -- decelerated in the fourth quarter after registering impressive growth of 4.4% from July through September and 3.8% from April through June. The latest number was marked down from the Commerce Department's previous estimate of 0.7% fourth-quarter growth.

    
    
    
Federal government spending and investment fell at a 16.6% annual pace because of the shutdown, lopping 1.16 percentage points off fourth-quarter GDP growth. Consumer spending expanded 1.9%, down a notch from the previous estimate and from 3.5% in the second quarter. Spending on goods -- such as cars and clothing -- grew just 0.3%, down from 3% in the July-September period. 

    
For all of 2025, the economy grew 2.1% last year, slower than 2.8% in 2024 and 2.9% in 2023.
Business investment, excluding housing, increased at a 2.4% pace, likely reflecting money being poured into artificial intelligence, but the increase was down from 3.2% in the third quarter.



    
        




    




A category within the GDP data that measures the economy's underlying strength weakened from October through December, growing at a 1.8% clip, down from 2.9% in the third quarter. This category includes consumer spending and private investment, but excludes volatile items like exports, inventories and government spending.

    
    
    
The economic outlook for this year is hazy after the U.S.-Israeli war with Iran drove up energy prices and disrupted global commerce.
America's job market slumped last year -- recording the weakest hiring outside a recession since 2002 -- but has been up and down so far in 2026: Employers added a healthy 160,000 jobs in January, slashed 133,000 in February, then created a surprising 178,000 in March.

Thursday's report was the Commerce Department's third and final estimate of fourth-quarter GDP. The first look at January-March economic growth is due April 30.
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    Soaring gas prices leads to biggest monthly inflation spike in four years in March




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pantry staples, including infant formula and dairy products, are sold at a market serving the Central American immigrant community in the Westlake/Pico Union area of Los Angeles, Tuesday, April 7, 2026. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)]
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[image: Red & White Crisp Rice cereal is sold for $7.25 per 18-ounce box at a market serving the Central American immigrant community in the Westlake/Pico Union area of Los Angeles, Tuesday, April 7, 2026. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The largest monthly jump in gas prices in six decades caused a sharp spike in inflation in March, creating major challenges for the inflation-fighters at the Federal Reserve and heightening the political challenges of rising costs for the White House.
Consumer prices rose 3.3% in March from a year earlier, the Labor Department said Friday, up sharply from just 2.4% in February and the biggest yearly increase since May 2024. On a monthly basis, prices rose 0.9% in March from February, the largest such increase in nearly four years.

    
    
    
It's the first read on inflation to capture the effects of the Iran war. 
Excluding the volatile food and energy categories, core prices rose 2.6% in March from a year earlier, up from 2.5% in February. But last month core prices rose a modest 0.2%, suggesting that rising gas prices haven't yet spread to many other categories.

    
The gas price shock stemming from the Iran war has shifted inflation's trajectory, from a slow, gradual decline to a sharp increase further away from the Fed's 2% target. As a result, the central bank will almost certainly postpone any cut in interest rates for months and many Fed officials have said a rate hike may be needed if inflation doesn't cool. Gas prices are also a highly visible cost that has outsize impacts on consumer confidence and political sentiment. 



    
        




    




Higher gas prices sap consumers' ability to spend on other goods and services and as a result could also slow economic growth. At least in the short run, many Americans can only make limited changes to their daily driving habits, which are largely determined by where they live, shop, and work. As a result, most people will pay higher prices for gas, and potentially cut back elsewhere. 

    
    
    
Gas prices averaged $4.15 a gallon nationwide Friday, up from $2.98 on the day before the war began, according to motor club AAA. 

    
The big question for consumers and the economy is whether the surge in oil and gas prices will create a sustained, broader inflation shock, similar to what occurred in the aftermath of the pandemic in 2021-2022. Inflation reached a peak of 9.1% in June 2022, as COVID-19 snarled supply chains and several rounds of stimulus checks pushed up consumer demand. Prices soared for groceries, furniture, restaurant meals and many other goods and services. 

    
    
    
This time, economists say the job market and consumer spending are weaker, and there are no large government stimulus checks being issued to spur demand. The unemployment rate is low, at 4.3%, but companies aren't scrambling to hire the way they were when the economy emerged from the pandemic, which led many firms to offer sharp pay increases to attract and keep workers. 

    
    
    
Rapid pay increases and solid income growth helped consumers weather the higher prices that resulted from the pandemic's supply chain disruptions, and fueled spikes in demand that led many companies to raise prices further.
"That's where this really differs, is that we aren't seeing anywhere near the strength of demand," Alan Detmeister, an economist at UBS, said. In 2021 and 2022, income growth "was increasing really strongly. We aren't seeing that now," he added. 

    
Detmeister thinks the better comparison will likely be to 1990-91, when higher oil and gas prices stemming from Iraq's invasion of Kuwait contributed to a recession, but didn't lead to a jump in inflation, in part because of weaker consumer spending.
The gas price spike's impact on inflation is, in some ways, similar to President Donald Trump's tariffs, in that their effect will depend largely on the size and duration of the increase. 
For now, economists expect that in March and April the impact will largely be confined to energy-intensive industries, such as airlines, package delivery services and public transportation. Overall, the U.S. economy is much less dependent on oil and gas than it was in previous decades. 
Still, the large jump in inflation -- which is almost certain to continue for several months -- has already shifted the debate at the Federal Reserve, which began the year expecting to cut its key interest rate at least a couple of times. But a growing number of Fed officials are now willing to consider hiking rates instead if core inflation doesn't cool noticeably. 

    
Most officials are almost certain to support keeping the Fed's key interest rate unchanged in the coming months, at about 3.6%, as they evaluate how the economy evolves. Investors now don't expect the Fed to cut rates until late 2027.
Higher gas prices are tricky for the Fed because they can also slow growth by weighing on consumer spending, potentially causing layoffs. The Fed would typically cut its rate to encourage more spending if unemployment rises, while it raises rates to combat inflation. 

More expensive oil and gas will also likely lift grocery prices, creating more pain for consumers who have already absorbed a roughly 25% jump in food costs since the pandemic. Nearly all groceries are shipped by diesel-fueled trucks, and diesel fuel prices have risen even more than those for regular gas. Still, analysts don't expect food prices to accelerate for another month or two. 
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    Artemis II's grand moon finale is almost here with a Pacific splashdown to cap NASA's lunar comeback




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this image provided by NASA, the Artemis II crew captured this view as the Earth sets behind the Moon during a lunar flyby, Monday, April 6, 2026. (NASA via AP)]
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            In this image provided by NASA, the Artemis II crew captured this view as the Earth sets behind the Moon during a lunar flyby, Monday, April 6, 2026. (NASA via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this image provided by NASA, the Artemis II crew, counterclockwise from top left, Mission Specialist Christina Koch, Mission Specialist Jeremy Hansen, Commander Reid Wiseman, and Pilot Victor Glover pose with eclipse viewers during a lunar flyby, Monday, April 6, 2026. (NASA via AP)]
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            In this image provided by NASA, the Artemis II crew, counterclockwise from top left, Mission Specialist Christina Koch, Mission Specialist Jeremy Hansen, Commander Reid Wiseman, and Pilot Victor Glover pose with eclipse viewers during a lunar flyby, Monday, April 6, 2026. (NASA via AP)
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                                        HOUSTON (AP) -- Their dramatic grand finale fast approaching, Artemis II's astronauts aimed for a splashdown in the Pacific on Friday to close out humanity's first voyage to the moon in more than half a century.
The tension in Mission Control mounted as the miles melted away between the four returning astronauts and Earth.
All eyes were on the capsule's life-protecting heat shield that has to withstand thousands of degrees during reentry. On the only other test flight of the spacecraft -- in 2022, with no one on board -- the shield's charred exterior came back looking as pockmarked as the moon.
Commander Reid Wiseman, pilot Victor Glover, Christina Koch and Canada's Jeremy Hansen were on track to hit the atmosphere traveling Mach 32 -- or 32 times the speed of sound -- a blistering blur not seen since NASA's Apollo moonshots of the 1960s and 1970s. 

    
They didn't plan on taking manual control except in an emergency. Their Orion capsule, dubbed Integrity, is completely self-flying.
Like so many others, lead flight director Jeff Radigan anticipated feeling some of that "irrational fear that is human nature," especially during the six minutes of communication blackout preceding the opening of the parachutes. The recovery ship USS John P. Murtha awaited the crew's arrival, along with a squadron of military planes and helicopters.



    
        




    




The last time NASA and the Defense Department teamed up for a lunar crew's reentry was Apollo 17 in 1972. Artemis II was projected to come screaming back at 34,965 feet (10,657 meters) per second -- or 23,840 mph (38,367 kph) -- not a record but still mind-bogglingly fast before slowing to a 19 mph (30 kph) splashdown.

    
    
    
Artemis II's record flyby and lunar views 
Launched from Florida on April 1, the astronauts racked up one win after another as they deftly navigated NASA's long-awaited lunar comeback, the first major step in establishing a sustainable moon base.
Artemis II didn't land on the moon or even orbit it. But it broke Apollo 13's distance record, making Wiseman and his crew the farthest that humans have ever journeyed from Earth when they reached 252,756 miles (406,771 kilometers). Then in the mission's most heart-tugging scene, the teary astronauts asked permission to name a pair of craters after their moonship and Wiseman's late wife, Carroll.

    
During the record-breaking flyby, they documented scenes of the lunar far side never seen before by the naked eye and savored a total solar eclipse courtesy of the cosmos thanks to their launch date. The eclipse, in particular, "just blew all of us away," Glover said.
Their sense of wonder and love awed everyone, as did their breathtaking pictures of the moon and Earth. The Artemis II crew channeled Apollo 8's first lunar explorers with Earthset, showing our blue marble setting behind the gray moon. It was reminiscent of Apollo 8's famous Earthrise shot from 1968. 
"It just makes you want to continue to go back," Radigan said on the eve of splashdown. "It's the first of many trips and we just need to continue on because there's so much" more to learn about the moon. 

    
Their moonshot drew global attention as well as star power, earning props from President Donald Trump; Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney; Britain's King Charles III; Ryan Gosling, star of the latest space flick "Project Hail Mary;" Scarlett Johansson of the Marvel Cinematic Universe; and even Captain Kirk himself, William Shatner of TV's original "Star Trek."
Artemis II was a test flight for future moon missions 
Despite its rich scientific yield, the nearly 10-day flight was not without technical issues. Both the capsule's drinking water and propellant systems were hit with valve problems. In perhaps the most high-profile predicament, toilet trouble prevented the crew from using it for No. 1 most of the trip, forcing them to resort to old-time bags and funnels.
The astronauts shrugged it all off.
"We can't explore deeper unless we are doing a few things that are inconvenient," Koch said, "unless we're making a few sacrifices, unless we're taking a few risks, and those things are all worth it."
Added Hansen: "You do a lot of testing on the ground, but your final test is when you get this hardware to space and it's a doozy."

    
Under the revamped Artemis program, next year's Artemis III will see astronauts practice docking their capsule with a lunar lander or two in orbit around Earth. Artemis IV will attempt to land a crew of two near the moon's south pole in 2028.
The Artemis II crew's allegiance was to those next Artemis crews, Wiseman said.
"But we really hoped in our soul is that we could for just for a moment have the world pause and remember that this is a beautiful planet and a very special place in our universe, and we should all cherish what we have been gifted," he said.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/nasa-artemis-astronauts-moon-splashdown-16adc5450f0127a0743292ef30b239f1



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Science

    Artemis II astronauts describe their lunar voyage as surreal and profound ahead of Earth return
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            The Artemis II mission crew held a news conference from on board the Orion spacecraft on Wednesday, as Canadian Space Agency (CSA) astronaut Jeremy Hansen said he saw things he "had never even imagined."

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by NASA, the Artemis II crew captured this view the Moon and Earth are shown on Monday, April 6, 2026. (NASA via AP)]
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            This image provided by NASA, the Artemis II crew captured this view the Moon and Earth are shown on Monday, April 6, 2026. (NASA via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by NASA, astronaut and Artemis II Commander Reid Wiseman takes a moment during the seven-hour lunar observation period where the crew reported to the ground team their observations including color nuances, which will help enhance scientific understandings of the Moon on Monday, April 6, 2026. (NASA via AP)]
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            This image provided by NASA, astronaut and Artemis II Commander Reid Wiseman takes a moment during the seven-hour lunar observation period where the crew reported to the ground team their observations including color nuances, which will help enhance scientific understandings of the Moon on Monday, April 6, 2026. (NASA via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this image provided by NASA, the Artemis II crew photographed the Moon's crater on Monday, April 6, 2026. (NASA via AP)]
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            In this image provided by NASA, the Artemis II crew photographed the Moon's crater on Monday, April 6, 2026. (NASA via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image from video provided by NASA shows the Artemis II crew, from left, Commander Reid Wiseman, mission specialist Christina Koch, pilot Victor Glover and Canadian astronaut and mission specialist Jeremy Hansen as they answer media questions during a video conference Wednesday, April 8, 2026. (NASA via AP)]
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            This image from video provided by NASA shows the Artemis II crew, from left, Commander Reid Wiseman, mission specialist Christina Koch, pilot Victor Glover and Canadian astronaut and mission specialist Jeremy Hansen as they answer media questions during a video conference Wednesday, April 8, 2026. (NASA via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this image provided by NASA, the Artemis II crew captured this image of the of Carroll Crater, a name suggested by the crew for Reid Wiseman late wife Carroll Taylor Wiseman on Monday, April 6, 2026. (NASA via AP)]
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            In this image provided by NASA, the Artemis II crew captured this image of the of Carroll Crater, a name suggested by the crew for Reid Wiseman late wife Carroll Taylor Wiseman on Monday, April 6, 2026. (NASA via AP)
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            MARCIA DUNN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        HOUSTON (AP) -- Drawing ever closer to Earth, the Artemis II astronauts tidied up their lunar cruiser for the upcoming "fireball" return and reflected on their historic journey around the moon, describing it as surreal and profound.
As the next-to-last day of their flight dawned Thursday, humanity's first lunar explorers in more than half a century were less than 150,000 miles (240,000 kilometers) from home with the odometer clicking down.
"We have to get back. There's so much data that you've seen already, but all the good stuff is coming back with us. There are so many more pictures, so many more stories," said pilot Victor Glover, adding that "riding a fireball through the atmosphere is profound as well."
Being cut off from all of humanity for nearly an hour while behind the moon was especially "surreal," according to commander Reid Wiseman.

    
"There's a lot that our brains have to process ... and it is a true gift," Wiseman said late Wednesday during the crew's first news conference since before liftoff. 
While out of contact behind the moon Monday, Wiseman, Glover, Christina Koch and Canada's Jeremy Hansen became the most distant humans ever, clocking in at a record 252,756 miles (406,771 kilometers) from Earth before heading back. As they emerged from behind the moon, they experienced a wondrous total solar eclipse as the orb blocked the sun from their perspective. 



    
        




    




Launching from Florida on April 1 diminished the amount of illumination on the lunar far side, Glover noted, but the eclipse was the consolation prize "and it was one of the greatest gifts."

    
    
    
While acknowledging anxiety over Friday's return, NASA Associate Administrator Amit Kshatriya said the crew's "expressions of love and devotion to family" have warmed hearts worldwide and served as "a great example of why we go and do these missions."
"If you can't take love to the stars, then what are we doing?" he said. "That's why we send humans instead of robots sometimes, that's why we have that firsthand witness."

    
Friday's reentry and Pacific splashdown off the coast of San Diego -- as dynamic and dangerous as liftoff -- now topped everyone's minds. The recovery ship, USS John P. Murtha, was already at sea, with a squadron of military planes and helicopters poised to join the operation. 
It's the first time that NASA and the Defense Department have teamed up for a lunar crew's reentry since Apollo 17 in 1972. Their Orion capsule will come screaming back, hitting the atmosphere at a predicted 34,965 feet (10,657 meters) per second -- or 23,840 mph (38,367 kph) -- not a record but still mind-bogglingly fast.
Flight director Jeff Radigan said the capsule must nail the reentry angle within a single degree.

    
    
    
"Let's not beat around the bush. We have to hit that angle correctly -- otherwise we're not going to have a successful reentry," he said.
Mission Control will be paying close attention to how the capsule's heat shield holds up. During the only other Orion test flight to the moon -- in 2022 without a crew -- the heat shield suffered considerably more damage than expected from the 5,000 degrees Fahrenheit (2,760 degrees Celsius) of reentry.

    
Instead of replacing Artemis II's heat shield, which would have forced another lengthy delay, NASA tweaked the capsule's descent through the atmosphere to reduce the blisteringly hot exposure. Next year's Artemis III and beyond will fly with redesigned heat shields. 
Artemis III will see astronauts practice docking their capsule with a lunar lander or two in orbit around Earth. Artemis IV in 2028 will attempt to land two astronauts near the moon's south pole, setting the stage for what NASA hopes will be a sustainable lunar base.
NASA officials have been loath to provide their risk assessment numbers for the nearly 10-day mission, acknowledging launch and entry as the biggest threats.
"We're down to the wire now," said NASA's Lakiesha Hawkins. "We're down to the end of the mission, and obviously getting the crew back home and getting them landed safely, is a significant part of the risk that's still in front of us."
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    Viral phenomenon in Argentina has young people identifying themselves as animals
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            On a recent Sunday, a Buenos Aires plaza transformed into a makeshift wilderness for a group of teenagers. Some dressed as cats and foxes, perched in the branches of trees, keeping their distance from curious onlookers. It was the latest gathering of "therians," individuals who say they identify mentally, spiritually or psychologically with non-human animals. (AP video shot by: Cristian Kovadloff)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A youth jumps over other therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, during a gathering in a square in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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            A youth jumps over other therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, during a gathering in a square in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A youth wears a dog mask during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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            A youth wears a dog mask during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Youths climb a tree during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, at a square in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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            Youths climb a tree during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, at a square in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Youths walk through a park during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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            Youths walk through a park during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An animal mask sits on the floor during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            6 of 6 | 
            An animal mask sits on the floor during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)
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            ALMUDENA CALATRAVA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        BUENOS AIRES (AP) -- On a recent Sunday, a Buenos Aires plaza transformed into a makeshift wilderness for an unusual group of teenagers.
Sofia, wearing a lifelike beagle mask, ran across the grass on all fours. Nearby, 15-year-old Aguara leapt through the air, clearing an obstacle course while imitating the precise movements of a Belgian breed dog. Others dressed as cats and foxes perched in the branches of trees, keeping their distance from curious onlookers.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Youths climb a tree during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, at a square in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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It was the latest gathering of "therians," individuals who say they identify mentally, spiritually or psychologically with non-human animals. The trend has taken over Argentine social media over the past few months, gaining traction on platforms like TikTok, where the hashtag #therian has surpassed 2 million posts, with Argentina leading all other Latin American countries in engagement. The surge has drawn the attention of influencers and media outlets alike, sparking reactions that range from laughter and bewilderment to outright anger.
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[image: FILE -Field Museum and Chicago's skyline is seen from Soldier Field prior to an NFL preseason football game between the Chicago Bears and the Tennessee Titans, Aug. 12, 2023, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Kamil Krzaczynski, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                The world's oldest octopus fossil isn't an octopus after all, scientists say
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Geologist Tuomas Pere walks down a disposal tunnel inside the Posiva Onkalo nuclear waste repository on the island of Olkiluoto, Finland, Tuesday, Feb. 24, 2026. (AP Photo/James Brooks)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                A 1.9 billion-year-old bedrock will soon house the world's first permanent nuclear waste site
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[image: A young fan holds his baseball as he waits for more autographs from players before a spring training baseball game between the Minnesota Twins and the Atlanta Braves in Fort Myers, Fla., Feb. 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Treated like a king, then smacked into the heavens: Considering the American baseball
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




And as the movement gains traction, psychologists are stepping in to analyze the phenomenon and its place in public discourse.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Youths walk through a park during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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Aguara, who claims to identify as a Belgian Malinois and counts her age as the equivalent of two years and two months in dog years, says she's a lot like any other teenager.
"I wake up like a normal person and live my life like a normal person," she said. "I simply have moments when I like being a dog."

    
    
    
As the leader of what she calls her "pack," Aguara -- the name she identifies with -- boasts more than 125,000 followers on TikTok and coordinates regular meetups around the Argentine capital.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A youth wears a dog mask during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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Aru, a 16-year-old who wore a seal mask to the park meetup, said she considers herself part of the "otherpaw" branch of therians: individuals who wear masks and tails or move on all fours just for fun. "It's not necessarily about identifying as an animal," she said. 

    
She reckons the therian trend took off in Argentina because of the country's "fairly free" environment. For other young Argentines, the movement has provided a vital community where they can feel truly accepted.
Should parents be worried?
Debora Pedace, a psychologist and director of the Integral Therapeutic Center in Buenos Aires, acknowledged that the phenomenon generates a complex mix of confusion, laughter and even anger.

"From a psychological standpoint, this is a symbolic identification with an animal," Pedace said. "It becomes pathological or alarming only when it turns into a deeply rooted belief and the person fully assumes the role of an animal, potentially leading to self-harm or hurting others."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An animal mask sits on the floor during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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    Auto shop owner who paid worker in 91,500 oily pennies ordered to pay nearly $40,000 more




                    

                

                
                    
                     
                
            

        
        
    

                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- The owner of an auto repair shop who paid a former employee with 91,500 oily pennies has been ordered by a judge to pay nearly 4 million more cents.
A federal judge ruled that Miles Walker, who owns A OK Walker Autoworks in Peachtree City, Georgia, owes $39,934 to nine workers for unpaid overtime and damages. 
Attorneys for Walker agreed to the payments to settle a civil lawsuit brought by the U.S. Labor Department that accused Walker of retaliating against former employee Andreas Flaten in 2021. 
After Flaten filed a complaint with the agency saying Walker owed him a final $915 paycheck, the employer dumped that amount in oil-covered pennies in Flaten's driveway. The mountain of loose change came with a pay stub signed with an expletive.
The Labor Department said further investigation found that Walker's business had also violated overtime provisions of the federal Fair Standards and Labor Act. 

    
The judge on June 16 signed a consent order in which Walker agreed to pay nearly $8,700 more to Flaten in owed overtime and damages. Eight other workers are to receive amounts between $14,640 and $513 within the next year.



    
        




    




"The court has sent a clear message to employers such as Miles Walker who subject employees to unfair wage practices and outright intimidation and retaliation," Tremelle Howard, the Labor Department's regional solicitor in Atlanta, said in a statement.

    
    
    
Walker's attorney, Ryan Farmer, said the conflict with Flaten doesn't reflect his client's "true character as a businessman."

"Mr. Walker is like many other small business owners in America -- he wakes up every day doing everything he can to put food on the table," Farmer said in an emailed statement Tuesday. "Unfortunately, emotionally charged decisions can come back and bite you in the rear end."
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    People 'bathe' in nature to get respite from chaotic news cycle
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            It might seem impossible to get away from the constant barrage of horrible news these days. But at an urban North Carolina arboretum, people are "bathing" in nature to wash away the stress. (AP Video/Allen G. Breed)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: CORRECTS SPELLING TO JC Alan Mintz smells a crushed conifer twig during a "forest bathing" session at the JC Raulston Arboretum in Raleigh, N.C., on Sunday, March 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)]
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            CORRECTS SPELLING TO JC Alan Mintz smells a crushed conifer twig during a "forest bathing" session at the JC Raulston Arboretum in Raleigh, N.C., on Sunday, March 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: CORRECTS SPELLING TO JC Forest therapy guide Shawn Ramsey, far right, leads a "forest bathing" session in a walled Japanese garden at the JC Raulston Arboretum in Raleigh, N.C., on Sunday, March 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)]
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            CORRECTS SPELLING TO JC Forest therapy guide Shawn Ramsey, far right, leads a "forest bathing" session in a walled Japanese garden at the JC Raulston Arboretum in Raleigh, N.C., on Sunday, March 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: CORRECTS SPELLING TO JC Claire Jefferies reads a book in the crotch of an oak tree during a "forest bathing" session at the JC Raulston Arboretum in Raleigh, N.C., on Sunday, March 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)]
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[image: CORRECTS SPELLING TO JC A man meditates with his eyes closed during a "forest bathing" session at the JC Raulston Arboretum in Raleigh, N.C., on Sunday, March 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)]
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[image: CORRECTS SPELLING TO JC Forest therapy guide Shawn Ramsey rings a tiny brass bell during a "forest bathing" session at the JC Raulston Arboretum in Raleigh, N.C., on Sunday, March 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)]
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- For two hours, Claire Jefferies wanted to get away from the war in Iran and the rising gas prices and just commune with nature. And, so, she treated herself to a little forest bathing.
"When I'm here, it's almost like a protective bubble around me," the human resources director said amid oaks and flowering magnolias at the JC Raulston Arboretum in Raleigh, North Carolina. "It provides a shield."
The Sunday morning session was led by certified forest therapy guide Shawn Ramsey. Jingling a tiny brass bell, she called her dozen or so charges to gather for meditation, breathing exercises and to commune with nature.
"I invite you to really spend the next 10 minutes just exploring this area," she said, her own eyes closed. "Really focusing on your breath, on your footsteps. All the natural sounds around you. Maybe the manmade sounds, too. Thinking about the forest's natural rhythm and how are part of that here in this urban, forested environment."

    
Based on the Japanese wellness practice of Shinrin-yoku, the activity has been known to reduce stress, improve mood, lower blood pressure and boost the immune system.
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[image: FILE -Field Museum and Chicago's skyline is seen from Soldier Field prior to an NFL preseason football game between the Chicago Bears and the Tennessee Titans, Aug. 12, 2023, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Kamil Krzaczynski, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                The world's oldest octopus fossil isn't an octopus after all, scientists say
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Geologist Tuomas Pere walks down a disposal tunnel inside the Posiva Onkalo nuclear waste repository on the island of Olkiluoto, Finland, Tuesday, Feb. 24, 2026. (AP Photo/James Brooks)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                A 1.9 billion-year-old bedrock will soon house the world's first permanent nuclear waste site
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[image: A young fan holds his baseball as he waits for more autographs from players before a spring training baseball game between the Minnesota Twins and the Atlanta Braves in Fort Myers, Fla., Feb. 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Treated like a king, then smacked into the heavens: Considering the American baseball
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




Although the arboretum is in a busy section of a growing city, Ramsey said the benefits of tuning out and getting in touch with nature are the same. She led the group of about a dozen through the various gardens, having them crush conifer twigs between their fingers and smell them, or just touch trees.

    
    
    
"You know, in this day and age, there's a lot of stress and anxiety and chaos," she said. "And people are searching for ways to kind of cope with that."
Transportation safety researcher Alan Mintz came with a friend. He had to be reminded to leave the talk of news at the entrance.
"I think it's important for people to take the opportunity to exist in natural spaces, both to unwind and relax, so that it can be easier to interact with other people," he said as he stood in the dappled light filtering through the trees. "And to take a moment to appreciate beautiful things. That way, hopefully, they can carry that forward and have more of an appreciation for other people and other cultures that they might be less experienced with."

    
Jefferies had to remind a friend to stop talking about news as they walked beneath the gently waving canopy.,

"That focus back into spending time in nature and the healing power of that, and just remembering that we're part of something bigger, that we're all connected," said the mother of a 9-year-old son. "And that what we do in our actions that we take really matter to the rest of the world. And so there's no better place to see that than here, where you can see all of the interconnectedness and the ways that this plant life naturally supports one another. Doesn't take more than they need."

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/forest-bathing-stress-relief-77807628ff6af6b8925c019b41a125bc
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                    Oddities

    A red fox stows away on a cargo ship, traveling from England to the US




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This Feb. 19, 2026, photo provided by the Bronx Zoo shows a red fox that stowed away on a cargo ship, crossed the Atlantic and is at the zoo on Wednesday, March 11, in New York. (Bronx Zoo via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- This stowaway truly was sly as a fox. 
A red fox somehow slipped onto a cargo ship that traveled from Southampton, England, to New York, where the animal is now in the Bronx Zoo's care. 
The zoo said Wednesday that the 11-pound (5-kilogram) male fox appears healthy after early examinations. 
"He seems to be settling in well," Keith Lovett, the zoo's director of animal programs, said by phone. "It's gone through a lot."
It's not clear how the animal got on the ship full of automobiles, which left Southampton on Feb. 4, according to the zoo. U.S. Customs and Border Protection said the ship's crew discovered the furry passenger while traveling to the Port of New York and New Jersey, where the vessel arrived Feb. 18. Officials brought the fox to the zoo the next day. He's estimated to be 2 years old. 

The species, formally named Vulpes vulpes, is widespread in Europe, Asia, North America and parts of Africa. A long-term home for this fox will be found once he clears some more health screening.
For now, he's in the zoo's veterinary center. Being an omnivore, he's getting a diet of produce, proteins and some biscuit-like items. 

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/fox-stowaway-ship-england-us-bronx-zoo-fd4c5eaef207d8fffc6408f7671867c0
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    Raccoon goes on drunken rampage in Virginia liquor store and passes out on bathroom floor
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            A raccoon broke into a closed Virginia liquor store and drank alcohol from the bottom shelves over the weekend.
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[image: In this photo provided by Samantha Martin, a drunk raccoon is seen passed out in a liquor bathroom on Saturday, Nov. 29, 2025, in Ashland, Va. (Samantha Martin/Hanover County Protection via AP)]
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[image: In this photo provided by Samantha Martin, broken bottles are seen after a raccoon enters a liquor store on Saturday, Nov. 29, 2025, in Ashland, Va. (Samantha Martin/Hanover County Protection via AP)]
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                                        ASHLAND, Va. (AP) -- The masked burglar broke into the closed Virginia liquor store early on Saturday and hit the bottom shelf, where the scotch and whisky were stored. The bandit was something of a nocturnal menace: bottles were smashed, a ceiling tile collapsed and alcohol pooled on the floor.
The suspect acted like an animal because, in fact, he's a raccoon. 
On Saturday morning, an employee at the Ashland, Virginia-area liquor store found the trash panda passed out on the bathroom floor at the end of his drunken escapade.
"I personally like raccoons," said Samantha Martin, an officer who works at the local animal control. "They are funny little critters. He fell through one of the ceiling tiles and went on a full-blown rampage, drinking everything."
Martin said she took the raccoon back to the animal shelter, though she had her fair share of giggles along the way.

    
"Another day in the life of an animal control officer, I guess," she said.
The Hanover County Animal Protection and Shelter commended Martin for handling the break-in, and confirmed the raccoon had sobered up. 

"After a few hours of sleep and zero signs of injury (other than maybe a hangover and poor life choices), he was safely released back to the wild, hopefully having learned that breaking and entering is not the answer," the agency said. 

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/drunk-raccoon-liquor-store-bandit-virginia-5109feb2ea9ab9bf8954ec3798689fd0
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    Chesney the kangaroo scales tall fence and flees petting zoo for three days on the lam
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            Chesney the kangaroo jumped an eight-foot fence to escape his petting zoo in Wisconsin, spending three days on the lam. The young marsupial was spooked by stray dogs and went on the run last week.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Cara Johnson shows her husband and drone operator, Colton Johnson, left, sitting next to Stacy Brereton as she holds a kangaroo named Chesney at Sunshine Farm, in Necedah, Wis., Saturday, March 28, 2026. (Cara Johnson via AP)]
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[image: This image made from video provided by Debbie Marland shows Chesney the kangaroo near Sunshine Farm, in Necedah, Wis., Saturday, March 28, 2026. (Debbie Marland/Sunshine Farm - Necedah via AP)]
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                                        How does a kangaroo escape a petting zoo?
It's not the opening line to a dad joke. If you're Chesney the kangaroo, you scale an eight-foot (2 1/2 meter) fence and go on the lam for three days, giving your keeper sleepless nights and sending residents of a small Wisconsin town on a search that would end happily on Saturday.
The unprecedented leap at Sunshine Farm in Necedah, Wisconsin, last week was precipitated by some stray dogs that rushed the enclosure and spooked the 16-month-old Chesney, said his keeper, Debbie Marland. She and friends then trekked hither and yon in this town about 160 miles (255 kilometers) northwest of Milwaukee. 
They chased reports of sightings and even rented heat-seeking drones, which proved effective in narrowing down the wanderings of the high-jumping adventurer. 
"I was putting on about 37,000 steps per day looking for him," Marland said Sunday. "I haven't done so much exercise in a very long time."

    
Chesney and his roommate Kenny are named for country-music starKenny Chesney. They're among 25 animals at Sunshine Farm, with horses, sheep, alpacas, Kunekune pigs, Highland cows and a Bactrian camel. The farm is generally open Fridays through Sundays from mid-May through mid-November and tours are offered to visitors who can interact with the animals. 


Chesney escaped about 11:15 a.m. last Wednesday. Though he stayed within a three-mile (5-kilometer) radius of the farm, he kept his pursuers guessing.

    
    
    
Colton Johnson, owner of Midwest Aerial Drone Services, has used heat-sensing drones to help hunters recover deer and reunite missing dogs with their owners. Add a kangaroo to the list.
Johnson spent three days trailing Chesney alongside Marland and a team of volunteers. His strategy was similar to the ones he uses to find lost pets, but Johnson said the appearance of Chesney's heat signature on the drone footage was unique. 

    
"It almost looked like a dinosaur running through the woods," Johnson said. "It's got a long tail, and the way it was moving and hopping, that's the only way that I can describe it." 
The team caught up with Chesney on Wednesday and again Thursday night, but Johnson said the frightened kangaroo slipped away -- once by jumping into a cold river -- and Johnson lost track on the drone.
According to Marland's friend, Stacy Brereton, who helps out at the farm routinely, Friday was a tough day. No one had spotted Chesney all day and searchers feared he had wandered farther afield into even more unfamiliar territory, Brereton said. 
Then, Friday night, Chesney was discovered nestled under a tree in a wooded area. A group of searchers surrounded him, but ever fleet of foot -- 20 mph (32 kph) is no stretch for him -- Chesney eluded them. 
Marland returned to the area Saturday morning with Chesney's favorite treats and pieces of material that had his and Kenny's scent. Other searchers later joined her. But with no sign of the kangaroo, they started packing up. Just then, they spotted the long-eared kangaroo with outsize back legs approaching. 

    
Brereton stepped up with a delicate touch. 
"He had a very calm attitude when he walked up, obviously you could tell he wasn't in fight-or-flight mode, so I just went with that," Brereton said. "I just stayed calm with him and I just kind of went and sat and let him come to me."
Chesney heard the voices and wanted attention, said Brereton, who eventually scooped up the 40-pound (18-kilogram) animal. 
"I do believe he heard our comforting voices, he smelled the familiar smells of home and it just made him feel safe," said Brereton, adding, "I'm just glad he loves me as much as I love him."
Marland said the "the community really did come together" for the kangaroo, who is now something of a celebrity. A Sunshine Farm fan has written a children's book about Chesney's adventures, which Marland hopes to publish and sell to recoup some of the search costs. 
Kenny, who with his marsupial mate has the run of Marland's house, was happy to be reunited with Chesney. Though hungry and tired, Chesney was otherwise healthy but will get a checkup with the veterinarian shortly. 

To be safe, Marland added, a new mesh top will be placed over the kangaroo enclosure to prevent any more high-jumping hijinks. ___ Associated Press writer Savannah Peters in Edgewood, New Mexico, contributed.
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    One Tech Tip: A new generation is reviving the iPod for distraction-free listening




                    

                

            
    
        

        
        
            
                
            
        
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Remember the iPod? It's making a quiet comeback. Four years after Apple killed off its digital music player, secondhand sales are surging, It's fueled in part by young people interested not just in its retro looks but a desire to listen to music in a focused way and with playlists not determined by algorithms. (AP video by Lorna Petty)
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                                        Remember the iPod? It's making a quiet comeback.
Four years after Apple killed off its digital music player, secondhand sales are surging. It's fueled in part by young people interested not just in its retro looks but a desire to listen to music in a focused way and with playlists not determined by algorithms.
"There's a growing trend, particularly amongst younger users, to mitigate the ease with which they can be distracted by smartphones, often driven by mental health and well-being concerns," said Ben Wood, chief analyst at CCS Insight. "Having a dedicated music device, such as an iPod, is a good way to reduce your dependence on a smartphone and avoid being drawn into other activities, like doomscrolling through social media feeds, when you only really want to listen to music."

    
If you're interested in joining the iPod revival, here are some pointers:

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An iPod is displayed after its introduction by Apple CEO Steve Jobs during a news conference, Oct. 23, 2001, in Cupertino, Calif. (AP Photo/Julie Jacobson, File)]
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[image: Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Autoimmune diseases can strike any part of the body, and mostly affect women. Here's what to know
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Calisthenics are making a comeback. Is body weight enough to get a good workout?
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[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Gut microbiome tests are everywhere. Should you get one?
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




How to get an iPod
You can't buy a new iPod anymore but it's not too hard to get your hands on a used one. There are still a lot of them around because Apple sold 450 million over two decades.
There's a thriving secondhand market, as evidenced by thousands of listings for used iPods on eBay. "Based on my discussions with people in the market, there has definitely been renewed interest in refurbished iPods," said Wood. 
But watch out, because eBay, strangely, also has thousands of listings for new iPods. On closer inspection, they're from China-based sellers and some buyers have left feedback complaining they received a used or refurbished device in counterfeit packaging. 

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Facebook Marketplace, peer-to-peer reselling site Mercari and refurbished electronics platform Back Market also have plenty of listings. Back Market, which operates in the U.S., Japan and more than a dozen European countries, said iPod sales last year jumped 48% from 2024.

    
    
    
There are also businesses dedicated to selling refurbished iPods.

    
And there's a chance someone you know has one gathering dust in a drawer somewhere. My 16-year-old daughter recently discovered her grandmother's silver iPod Nano, complete with original charging cable and white earphones, in a guest room nightstand during a recent visit. 
For support, there's a vibrant online community of users swapping tips and sharing pictures of their devices, many with aftermarket modifications like faceplates in non-original colors. 
Which iPod is it? 
There's not just one single style of iPod. 
The original iPod, released in 2001, came with a scroll wheel that became a design signature. When the sixth generation was released, Apple started calling it the Classic.
It was followed by the smaller Mini and Nano versions, and the Shuffle, which had no screen. Then came the Touch, which had a glass touch screen and ran on iOS to support mobile apps -- basically an iPhone without the phone. 
If you're not sure which model you have, check Apple's identification page. 

    
Bringing it back to life
So you've found grandma's old iPod, but does it work? The battery could be dead so you will need a charging cable. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An iPod is displayed at the new Apple Museum which traces 50 years of the iconic brand's innovations, in Utrecht, Netherlands, Wednesday, April 1, 2026. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]
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Later generations of the iPod Touch used Apple's Lightning cable but all other models require a 30-pin charging cable, which has a distinctive wide, flat plug. Apple doesn't make these anymore but replacements are available from aftermarket manufacturers.
If charging doesn't revive it, the battery might need replacing. Or maybe there's something else wrong, like a broken earphone jack or a damaged display. Apple still repairs iPods, but only for the two final generations of the Touch. 
You can send it to a repair service or fix it yourself if you're feeling handy. Repair website iFixit has detailed step-by-step repair guides for replacing various components. You'll need to source spare parts yourself. 
IPod Touch owners should beware of software limitations. The most recent version of Apple's operating system that will work on the seventh generation iPod Touch -- the last version ever sold -- is iOS 15, and previous models are limited to even older versions. 
This is not an issue with other iPod variants because they don't run iOS.

    
Adding music 
Grandma's silver iPod Nano appeared to be working fine, but I decided to start fresh by doing a factory reset to wipe the audio files left on it and restore the original settings. You'll need a computer, either a Mac or Windows, to do this. Apple has a page that outlines the steps. 
Those of you with Windows computers can use Apple's iTunes program to manage your iPod and sync up your song library. To add digital music files from your computer, drag the files into iTunes and drop them in the iPod's music library. To add a song that you've bought previously in iTunes, download it first to your computer, right click on it and select "Add to Device." 
Apple discontinued iTunes for MacOS in 2019 so Mac computer users will have to use Apple Music, but it's an equally easy process of dragging and dropping files.
Take note, Apple Music subscribers: you should be able to stream music on later generations of the iPod Touch. But for every other type of iPod, you'll only be able to add and listen to music files ripped from a CD or purchased from a digital music platform. 

    
Upgrading the software
Most iPods are pretty basic, in part because they're limited by the device's onboard firmware.
But part of the iPod's appeal is that it's easy for hobbyists to tinker with them, said Wood. 
"There is definitely a movement of people looking to take iPods and modify them for modern use," he said.
One popular hack is replacing the iPod's firmware with open-source software such as RockBox, which can be used "to upgrade an iPod to offer greater control and add features that Apple had not included or did not exist at the time," Wood said. 

This includes support for high-resolution lossless music files, the ability to manage music without iTunes, and tracking what you've been listening to so you can upload your playlist to a platform such as Last.fm, Wood said.
___
Is there a tech topic that you think needs explaining? Write to us at [email protected] with your suggestions for future editions of One Tech Tip.
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                    Health

    You aren't the only one who just sits in the car before or after a long day




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A driver sits in his car in an empty parking lot in Calama, Chile, Friday, April 14, 2023. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd, File)]
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                                        Have you ever pulled into the driveway of your home or a parking lot spot and just ... stayed there? 
Maybe it's a few minutes, or half an hour. You might be scrolling on your phone, belting out a favorite song or just staring into the distance.
Scroll through TikTok and you'll find countless videos of people wondering aloud why they're doing the same thing: arriving at work, home, the gym, and then just sitting in their car. Some get there early on purpose. Others stay long after they've parked.
The behavior is so common it's become its own kind of ritual, one people are increasingly recognizing and sharing online.
It turns out, science has a few ideas for why people do this. Whether in a car, on a sidewalk or just outside a door, that temporary pause can act as a buffer between one part of the day and the next. And while there isn't an extensive body of research to back it up, experts say this can be good for you -- if you keep a few things in mind.

    
"A lot of times we're just going 100 miles an hour," said Jenny Taitz, a clinical psychologist who runs her own practice in Beverly Hills. "But if we can literally stop, like slow down, take a step back, observe, proceed mindfully, maybe like a few minutes to reset between activities, it kind of gives you an ability to be intentional."
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[image: Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Autoimmune diseases can strike any part of the body, and mostly affect women. Here's what to know
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Calisthenics are making a comeback. Is body weight enough to get a good workout?
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[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Gut microbiome tests are everywhere. Should you get one?
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Parked car breaks serve as an emotional reset
Brief moments alone can help reset emotions when moving from one thing to another -- like leaving work stress behind before coming home.
"By taking a brief little break, you can at least take a moment to relax and prepare before moving forward," said psychologist Anthony Vaccaro with the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Vaccaro sits in his parked car for a few minutes after arriving home from work, turning up the speakers to listen to just one more song.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


People seek out these breaks to process, recalibrate and shake off the gloom. And doing it in a car make sense because "it's an in-between space," according to psychologist Thuy-vy Nguyen with Durham University in England and founder of Solitude Lab, which studies how being alone affects and rejuvenates us.
The car is an environment people can have total control over, from the temperature to the music.

    
    
    
What you do in that moment matters
Scientists say taking brief moments to decompress during the workday and after can improve mood, sharpen focus and boost energy levels. 
When it comes to breaks in the car, though, whether that pause helps -- or hurts -- depends on how the time is spent.
"If you're in your car scrolling and thinking about something that's upsetting to you or ruminating, you know, in your head spiraling, the parked car is not a reset. It's the stressor," said Taitz.

    
Scrolling on your phone can pull your attention toward what's happening on the screen, which can in turn make it harder to decompress.
If sitting in a parked car has become a habit, be mindful of how you're spending the time. Take a few moments to slow your breathing, listen to a familiar song or make a simple plan for how you want to show up next -- whether that's feeling calmer, more patient or more focused. Even a short pause can shift your state.
"You could change your blood pressure in five minutes," Taitz said, referring to simple techniques like slowing your breathing or relaxing your body. 

    
Think of it as a pause, not an escape
There's a difference between a helpful reset and avoidance. If the parked car breaks are making you late for important meetings or dinner with friends, or it feels difficult to get out of the car and confront the rest of the day, they may do more harm than good -- or indicate that something more serious is going on.
"It's really about why you're doing it, and whether it's interfering with other aspects of your life. That's really what's going to determine whether this is a good or bad behavior for you," Vaccaro said.
Decompressing in a car can be about more than just shaking off stress. The sheer volume of information people take in every day can make a quiet pause even more essential and rewarding.
"We're always juggling so much, not taking a lot of time to slow things down," Taitz said. "Trying to find those moments can allow for things to be happier and more joyful and fulfilling."

    
Think of it less like stalling, and more like refueling.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Health

    Worries about flying seem to be taking off. Here's how to cope with in-flight anxiety




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An airplane lifts off from Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport as the sun rises Monday, Feb. 3, 2025, in Arlington, Va. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Adelynn Campbell's last plane trip ended with a panic attack that she got through largely with the help of a kind flight attendant. 
That was last year -- before 67 people died in January when an American Airlines jet collided with a helicopter over Washington, D.C., in the deadliest U.S. air disaster in almost a quarter century. 
Now, Campbell is even more hesitant to book a flight.
"It's definitely spiked my concern about getting on a plane and it's making the whole situation a little more stressful than it used to be," said Campbell, 30, who manages a coffee shop in San Diego.
Being at least a little nervous about flying is understandable. As Mel Brooks once said: "If God wanted us to fly, He would have given us tickets." But for some people it causes deep anxiety that could require professional help. 
Here's a look at air travel anxiety and ways to cope with it.

    
More people seem to be nervous about flying
The evidence is anecdotal, but psychologists and flight attendants say they've seen and heard increased worries -- and not only in people who already had anxieties about flying.
"Even people who didn't have a fear of flying are talking about it, given recent events," said Jennifer Dragonette, a California-based psychologist who treats people with air travel anxieties. 
U.S. air travel was down in March and early April compared with last year, according to TSA statistics. Airlines have attributed the decline to economic uncertainty, a decline in government and corporate travel and -- yes -- concern about recent aviation incidents.
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[image: FILE -Field Museum and Chicago's skyline is seen from Soldier Field prior to an NFL preseason football game between the Chicago Bears and the Tennessee Titans, Aug. 12, 2023, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Kamil Krzaczynski, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                The world's oldest octopus fossil isn't an octopus after all, scientists say
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Geologist Tuomas Pere walks down a disposal tunnel inside the Posiva Onkalo nuclear waste repository on the island of Olkiluoto, Finland, Tuesday, Feb. 24, 2026. (AP Photo/James Brooks)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                A 1.9 billion-year-old bedrock will soon house the world's first permanent nuclear waste site
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[image: A young fan holds his baseball as he waits for more autographs from players before a spring training baseball game between the Minnesota Twins and the Atlanta Braves in Fort Myers, Fla., Feb. 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Treated like a king, then smacked into the heavens: Considering the American baseball
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




FAA officials recently acknowledged they weren't doing enough to ensure air safety. Recent polling by the Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research shows that fewer Americans report feeling safe about flying this year.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Flight attendants who work planes out of the Washington, D.C., airport were particularly rattled by the January collision, said Sara Nelson, president of the Association of Flight Attendants union. Some asked for time off to process their emotions, and at least one flight attendant left the job, she said.

    
    
    
What is fear of flying?
Fear of flying -- sometimes called aerophobia -- goes beyond just being nervous about a flight. It is an intense form of anxiety that centers on certain aspects of air travel. Many aerophobes get most rattled during take-off and landing, or when they think about being locked in a plane.
Some research has suggested it affects about 25 million U.S. adults. Psychologists say it often surfaces in adulthood, developing in people who didn't mind flying as kids but grew more rattled as they aged.
In many cases, it starts when people are in their 20s or 30s, at a time they are experiencing big life changes and new responsibilities -- like getting married or becoming a parent -- and they start to think that "everything counts," said David Carbonell, a Chicago-based psychologist who authored a workbook to help people cope with flying fears.

    
A bad flight with heavy turbulence or some other problem may trigger an anxiety that persists, he said. 
Campbell, who has other forms of anxiety, developed a fear of flying a few years ago. She is transgender, and said travel can be stressful because of concerns about how she'll be treated by airport security or in other interactions.

    
Aerophobia can be complicated, Carbonell said. For many people, it's not so much a fear of crashing as it is claustrophobic feelings of being in an enclosed cabin and not having control.
Campbell said that's what she experiences: "feeling trapped and unable to breathe."
Nelson said flight attendants regularly deal with suffering passengers: "We've had people have panic attacks, and we've had to give them oxygen. It can be quite intense."

    
How to cope with flying anxiety
Statistics have long shown that airliners are probably the safest way to travel. According to the National Safety Council, the odds of dying in an airplane crash are too low to be calculated, based on 2023 statistics -- making them far, far lower than of being killed in a motor vehicle crash or, for that matter, walking on a sidewalk or crossing a street. 
But experts say you can't really reason your way out of an anxiety disorder.
Carbonell spends little time on statistics, telling patients: "I know you already looked at them all, and they're not helping you." 
For people with milder levels of aerophobia, deep breathing often works. Longer exhales help the body relax, said Dragonette, who counseled Campbell for aerophobia and other anxiety disorders at a Newport Healthcare residential facility in Temecula, California.
People suffering more extreme cases can be helped with exposure therapy. It can start by simply getting patients to become comfortable looking at photos of planes, watching videos of planes flying safely, or putting on a virtual reality headset that shows recordings of being inside a plane, Dragonette said.
It's a matter of getting patients to learn to live with their feelings and better handle them.

    
Carbonell recommends patients take practice flights that do not involve work trips or any other responsibilities. When they have symptoms, he recommends they keep a written inventory.
"They're keeping a simple count," he said. "We're using counting as a proxy for acceptance."
It's OK to ask for help
Nelson, who was a longtime United Airlines flight attendant, says: "I've had situations where I'd sort of sit in the aisle and hold someone's hand."
On a Frontier Airlines flight last year from Detroit to San Diego, Campbell tried breathing and other coping skills, but they didn't halt her panic attack. The passenger next to her noticed she was increasingly anxious, and summoned a flight attendant. 
The flight attendant took deep breaths with Campbell and helped her get through it, and also took down Campbell's phone number and checked on her a day later. 
"I was really impressed," she said.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Photography 

    How a remote camera with a sound trigger captured the Artemis II launch - and startled birds




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: NASA's Artemis II moon rocket lifts off from the Kennedy Space Center's Launch Pad 39-B Wednesday, April 1, 2026, in Cape Canaveral, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)]
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                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- Chris O'Meara is a Tampa-based staff photographer who has worked for 39 years documenting major events, including space launches along Florida's Space Coast.
Here's what he had to say about this extraordinary photo.
How I made this photo
I made this photo from a remote camera. We used a Sony Alpha 9 II camera with a 24-70 mm F 2.8 lens.
We used a device called a MIOPS, which is connected to the camera via a USB-C cord. The MIOPS has several settings, one of which is used to trigger the cameras using the sound from the rocket's engines.
Orlando staff photographer John Raoux and I spent several hours over multiple days working on constructing, testing and placing the cameras in several sites around the launch pad.
We also had four cameras inside the launch pad perimeter fence that we connected to an ethernet port that would send the images back to our Expedite program, so we could retrieve these images very quickly.

    
New York photo editor Sydney Schaefer downloaded those images so we could concentrate on our handheld manned cameras.
Why this photo works
I feel the image works for its historical value - the United States had not sent astronauts to the moon since 1972 and this was a test of a new rocket by NASA. This photo along with our other images will be used over and over until Artemis III, which is scheduled to launch in 2027.



    
        




    




That will be another test for Artemis IV, which will carry astronauts and will land on the moon.

    
    
    
The photo also shows the nature side of the launch complex which has many different types of wildlife in the area.
The nesting birds being "disturbed" and taking flight when the rocket lifted off.
The time of day, the setting sun was perfect, helping to silhouette the rocket and exhaust smoke.

The launch window was two hours, starting before sunset and extending into what would have been considered a night launch. We had to ensure the camera setting would have been able to handle both situations.
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--
For more extraordinary AP photography, click here .
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                    Photography 

    Inspired by Picasso, an AP photographer visualizes a blind person 'seeing' art




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Stefania Terre, who is blind, uses a small light on her fingers while touching a life-size reproduction of the head of Michelangelo's David as she poses for a long-exposure photograph at the Omero Tactile Museum in Ancona, Italy, Thursday, Jan. 15, 2026. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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                                        Alessandra Tarantino has been working with The Associated Press in Italy since 2005. Based in Rome, she mainly covers the Vatican, sports and politics. Here's what she had to say about this extraordinary photo.
Why this photo?
I had been wanting to make a story about blindness for a long time, but I couldn't find the right angle. Then an old friend, Giorgio Guardi, told me about the work he does with his association, Radici, which organizes inclusive tours in Rome, including tours for blind people. I didn't know much about Radici, so I participated in one of their tours - where blind, deaf and other disabled people visited Rome on a cold November day. It was particularly fascinating to see how blind people touch things, how they move their fingers and how a tour guide leads their hand over the artworks encountered along the tour.
The blind people we interviewed explained to us that it's not just touch, but many elements such as the voice of the guide, scents and the feeling of a more intimate connection with the artwork that help create the so-called tactile image.

    
While I was thinking about how to create a photo that would convey the idea of the tactile image, I remembered a famous series of photos by Gjon Mili, who in the late 40s created a series of portraits of Picasso while he traced some sketches in the air in the form of light trails. The photos were published on LIFE in 1949.
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[image: FILE -Field Museum and Chicago's skyline is seen from Soldier Field prior to an NFL preseason football game between the Chicago Bears and the Tennessee Titans, Aug. 12, 2023, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Kamil Krzaczynski, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                The world's oldest octopus fossil isn't an octopus after all, scientists say
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Geologist Tuomas Pere walks down a disposal tunnel inside the Posiva Onkalo nuclear waste repository on the island of Olkiluoto, Finland, Tuesday, Feb. 24, 2026. (AP Photo/James Brooks)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                A 1.9 billion-year-old bedrock will soon house the world's first permanent nuclear waste site
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[image: A young fan holds his baseball as he waits for more autographs from players before a spring training baseball game between the Minnesota Twins and the Atlanta Braves in Fort Myers, Fla., Feb. 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Treated like a king, then smacked into the heavens: Considering the American baseball
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




How I made this photo

    
    
    
I believe that for a sighted person, it is very difficult to imagine how a blind person "sees," and I thought that with this technique, I could create an image that would give an idea of how hands explore a work of art and how this can be imagined by someone who cannot see. I asked for an opinion on this idea from the head of communications at the Museo Tattile Omero, who put me in touch with Stefania Terre, a blind woman I spoke to about my idea. I told her about Picasso, the genius photographer Mili, and how her connection with art could be transformed into another artistic creation. We met at the Museo Omero, followed Stefania on this tour and then we experimented with "the technique."

    
We had to wait until the museum closed, and the museum staff turned off all the lights. In a few seconds, we found ourselves immersed in a dense darkness. I had given Stefania a small LED light and had created a little ring with an elastic band for her to wear it on her finger. Stefania began to explore the face, to the natural size of Michelangelo's David, and I - I had previously set up the camera on a tripod - took a 24-second exposure photo. When I saw the result, I was almost moved; the face of David emerges from the darkness, with Stefania's face faintly appearing in the background, while at times, a glimpse of her hand can be seen.
I took this photo with a long exposure, the camera was set to 50 ISO and was steady on a tripod. The aperture was set to f/16 and the exposure lasted 24 seconds. During the 24 seconds, the shot captured Stefania's hand as she explored the face of David, with an LED light placed on one of her fingers, which also illuminated the statue. The little light that filtered from outside slightly illuminated her face.

    
Why this photo works
I believe this is an intriguing image that can help people see things in a different way. One of the slogans of the Museo Tattile Omero was "Forbidden not to touch," and how not just sight, but touch, can help us understand and connect with the beauty of art.

It's an unpredictable photo; you can't really know what will come out, and even though I had done some tests beforehand, the real-life situation is always unpredictable.
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    At Middle Creek, timing and distance shape a photo of migrating geese




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Snow geese take off to resume their northern migration after a stopover at the Middle Creek Wildlife Management Area, Friday, March 6, 2026, in Kleinfeltersville, Pa. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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                                        MIDDLE CREEK, Pennsylvania (AP) -- Robert F. Bukaty has been a staff photographer for the Associated Press for more than 30 years. Here's what he had to say about this extraordinary photo.
Why this photo?
My assignment was to illustrate a story about the huge number of migrating snow geese that make a stopover at the Middle Creek Wildlife Management Area in rural Pennsylvania. Each spring as many as 100,000 geese overnight on the open water of a still-partially frozen manmade reservoir during their northbound journey from the Chesapeake Bay to their breeding grounds on the Arctic tundra.
Two colleagues who had visited the refuge the previous week gave me the lowdown on what to expect: Get there well before dawn because the parking lot fills up early. Then walk the half-mile trail to Willow Point and get ready for thousands of geese to become increasingly noisier until they suddenly take flight en masse around sunrise.

    
Before I set off to photograph a feature story I try to research my subject. Then I spend some time thinking about what photo gear to bring and what preparations I need to make for the weather. The one thing I try not to do is to come up with any preconceived ideas for specific pictures, with the hopes of going in with an open mind.



    
        




    




That, however, was not the case with this story. And that is why I almost blew it.
Before I arrived at Middle Creek I visualized almost this exact picture. But when I tried to make it, I discovered the birds were at least 100 yards from shore. When they took off, they certainly created an impressive spectacle - but they were just too far away, even for my 400mm lens equipped with a 2x extender.

    
    
    
I tried again the next morning. Same thing. Too far away. That's when I remembered reading that the birds were not always in a hurry to get up to the frozen tundra. They often spent the day feeding in the nearby corn fields.

    
Late in the afternoon, not far from the reservoir, I drove onto a dirt road and soon came across a couple dozen birders standing outside their parked cars. Out on the muddy farm field were several thousand geese. The closest ones were only about 40 yards away!
How I made this photo
I grabbed the 400 with the 2X and waited for blast off. I set my camera's shutter at 1/125th of a second: fast enough to freeze the action while panning with the birds, but slow enough, hopefully, to convey a little bit of the frantic energy of their flapping wings.
Why this photo works

I think this picture works because the compressed perspective of the telephoto lens shows the density of the huge flock, while at least one bird in peak action is clearly visible for the viewer to focus on.

    
        
            
                
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Snow geese take to the sky at sunrise after a stopover at the Middle Creek Wildlife Management Area, Monday, March 9, 2026, in Kleinfeltersville, Pa. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]





            
            
                

                
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                See more of Bukaty's photos 
            

        
    
      





                



    
        Birdwatchers gather before dawn to witness thousands of migrating snow geese.
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    Coal's fortunes shift as Trump uses orders and taxpayer money to keep plants operating




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A bulldozer moves coal, April 10, 2025, in Princeton, Ind. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)]
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[image: American Electric Power's John Amos coal-fired power plant in Winfield, W.Va., is seen on the banks of the Kanawha River, March 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)]
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            American Electric Power's John Amos coal-fired power plant in Winfield, W.Va., is seen on the banks of the Kanawha River, March 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A train sits near a coal pile, April 10, 2025, in Princeton, Ind. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)]
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            By 
            MATTHEW BROWN and MICHAEL PHILLIS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Before Donald Trump returned to the White House, the Biden administration and many electric utilities were building a future dominated by renewable energy. They aimed to replace coal, slashing greenhouse gases and reducing air pollution that kills more than a thousand people annually.
Dozens of coal plants -- emitting as much planet-warming pollution as 27 million cars -- were expected to be retired during Trump's second term. Now there may not be any more coal plants closing until after Trump leaves office, according to officials and the energy analysis company Enverus.
The United States is undergoing a dramatic shift in energy policy as Trump wields government's sweeping powers to benefit coal and suppress cleaner alternatives. It could lead to more expensive electricity and dirtier air and set back efforts to curb climate change, according to an Associated Press review of government data and interviews with experts.

    
    
    

    
Trump officials are using emergency powers to prevent five coal plants from closing. That's raising ratepayer bills: Keeping one Michigan plant open for about seven months cost $135 million. The administration also is using millions of dollars of taxpayer money to make repairs and extend the lives of other coal plants, while weakening protections against air pollution and, on Thursday, toxic coal ash.

    
    
    
Interior Secretary Doug Burgum has said the goal for coal plants "is 100% stay open, no more retirements, no more shutting down."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A train sits near a coal pile, April 10, 2025, in Princeton, Ind. (AP Photo/Joshua A. Bickel, File)]
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The actions far exceed Trump's coal advocacy in his first term, when he relaxed some environmental regulations to give it a short-lived boost. The administration argues that coal produces badly needed power even during extreme weather, giving it an advantage over renewables that it says the Biden administration unwisely subsidized in the name of climate change.
"The Trump administration this time around is much more organized and strategic in trying to bring about a revival of coal," said Robert Lifset, a University of Oklahoma professor of energy history. "You're seeing almost like a whole-of-government approach."

    
It's happening as electricity demand surges due to the colossal growth of data centers. One Indiana community oversaw construction of vast solar fields on farmland ahead of an expected retirement of the Schahfer Generating Station, a coal plant in Wheatfield, Indiana. Now the Trump administration is keeping that plant open, saying its power is critical.
"I was really emotional about it because finally they weren't going to be a threat to our air and to our water anymore," said Barbara Deardorff, an activist who grew up about 2 miles from the plant. "Since then, everything's gone upside down."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: American Electric Power's John Amos coal-fired power plant in Winfield, W.Va., is seen on the banks of the Kanawha River, March 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)]
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This rare moment in time
After World War II, U.S. electricity use rose alongside economic growth. The two trends split after the 2008 recession: The economy grew again, but electricity demand stayed flat, thanks in part to improved efficiency, said Seth Feaster with the Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis, which promotes renewable energy.
Utilities retired costly old plants in droves, replacing them with more efficient natural gas and renewables. Coal's share of U.S. power generation dropped by more than half.
Schahfer's smokestacks had been a familiar backdrop among northern Indiana's fields since it was built in the 1970s. Then, in 2023, its operator foresaw a new future: the Northern Indiana Public Service Company said it would cut coal from 73% of its energy production to zero as it pursued renewables. Schahfer would be shut down.
As that date neared, the surrounding community was transforming. Solar panels were built on hundreds of acres of farmland nearby, a change in local character some regretted but others welcomed for the cleaner energy and new tax revenue.

    
A '180 degree' turnaround
Then in December, the Trump administration issued an emergency order to keep Schahfer operational, saying it's coal-generated power was essential to meet demand from extreme weather.
"Today, the policies that get in the way of a reasonable energy development and mess up the math are things focused around climate change," Energy Secretary Chris Wright said in February during a news conference about electric grid reliability.
Wright and other administration officials say the emergency orders helped prevent a major blackout during severe winter storms across much of the nation in January.
Not only is the coal plant remaining online, but Amazon has proposed a multibillion-dollar data center complex nearby powered by gas generators that would produce more than twice the power of the old coal facility. NIPSCO said an agreement with Amazon would protect customers.
"It's been a complete 180," said Deardorff, who said her family will no longer be able to farm on land it has long leased near the plant.
Stopping retirements completely, as Burgum has suggested, would keep online some 34 gigawatts of coal power that was set to retire before 2029. That threatens to stall a decades-long decline in pollution from coal that sharply reduced deaths as plants retired or installed new equipment. Coal plants scheduled to retire under Trump emitted more than 130 million tons of carbon dioxide last year, plus tens of thousands of tons of health-damaging sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides.

    
"If we retire all the coal plants we could avoid those 2,000 deaths per year from coal. And if we keep the plants online and they keep burning coal, then we're going to get those emissions and see those same health impacts," said George Mason University environmental engineer Lucas Henneman, who led a government study of deaths from coal pollution.
Beyond the five plants ordered to stay open, the administration spent $175 million on upgrades to extend the lives of seven other plants. It's considering applications for $350 million in similar spending.
Enverus principal analyst Juan Arteaga said the spending -- along with coal's reliability -- make it unlikely any plants retire until at least 2030.
Modernizing the aging fleet of U.S. coal plants to keep them afloat, make them more affordable and with fewer emissions ultimately could cost $1 billion annually, said Michelle Bloodworth of the industry group America's Power. She said the spending is justified, considering "billions and billions" went to renewables.
Broad authority over the grid
The administration has broad discretion in deciding whether an emergency exists and can "order almost any change in operation of the electricity system," the Congressional Research Service said in February.
That hasn't stopped legal challenges from five Democratic-led led states -- Washington, Illinois, Minnesota, Michigan and Colorado.
Colorado Attorney General Phil Weiser said the Trump administration orders burden consumers with higher prices and obstruct sustainable energy.
"We are going from a trajectory where we were going to lead the world on clean energy to one where we are becoming an isolated petrostate," said Bob Keefe, with the renewable energy tracking group E2. "It's costing jobs, it is costing investments, it is hurting us in the global marketplace and by the way it is resulting in higher electricity prices."
Economists are skeptical coal's revival will last. Aging coal plants don't make sense when solar is cheap, said Tufts University associate professor Steve Cicala. No large U.S. coal plant has been built since 2013, although one is planned in Alaska. 
Parts of Trump's agenda already have faltered. The largest federal coal lease sale in more than a decade flopped, and courts rejected some of Trump's attempts to block wind power.
Yet industry executives remain bullish. 
"It's our time," said CEO Jimmy Brock with Core Natural Resources, one of the nation's largest coal mining companies.
___
Associated Press journalists Mead Gruver in Cheyenne, Wyoming, and M.K. Wildeman in Hartford, Connecticut, contributed.
___

The Associated Press receives support from the Walton Family Foundation for coverage of water and environmental policy. The AP is solely responsible for all content. For all of AP's environmental coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/climate-and-environment

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/trump-climate-coal-revival-9440fa44ad8f0cce0ef50b22e00cad8e



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                    Climate

    Trump administration proposes gutting rules targeting coal plant ash that threatens groundwater




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Mountaineer Power Plant, a coal-fired power plant near New Haven, W.Va., is seen across the Ohio River from Racine, Ohio, Friday, March 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            The Mountaineer Power Plant, a coal-fired power plant near New Haven, W.Va., is seen across the Ohio River from Racine, Ohio, Friday, March 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A barge on the Ohio River moves past the Mountaineer Power Plant, a coal-fired power plant near New Haven, W.Va., early Friday, March 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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            MICHAEL PHILLIS and ALEXA ST. JOHN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        The Trump administration on Thursday proposed weakening rules for the disposal of ash produced by burning coal that can contain hazardous heavy metals and contaminate groundwater. Those regulations were strengthened under the Biden administration as part of a wider crackdown on pollution from coal-fired power plants.
The Trump administration proposed easing standards for monitoring and protecting groundwater near some coal ash sites, and rolling back rules that require the cleanup of entire coal properties rather than just the sites where ash was dumped. The revisions would also make it easier to reuse coal ash for other purposes.
EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin said the proposal reflects the agency's "commitment to restoring American energy dominance, strengthening cooperative federalism, and accommodating unique circumstances at certain (coal) facilities."

    
Burning coal produces tremendous amounts of ash, a waste product that contains heavy metals such as mercury, lead and cobalt. If not stored properly, coal ash can contaminate groundwater. Coal plants are often situated on the banks of rivers or other waterways, with waste ash sitting nearby.



    
        




    




Opponents say the proposal, which grants states and other regulators the ability to grant exemptions from national standards, may open the door for companies to leave coal ash sitting in groundwater. 
The Biden-era EPA in 2022, for example, rebuffed the Gen. James Gavin Power Plant in southern Ohio for trying to close a coal ash disposal site that the agency said was in contact with groundwater. In January 2025, with Trump back in the White House, coal industry entities asked Zeldin to revise the agency's stance on the issue. 

    
    
    
"Opening the door to leaving ash in groundwater undermines one of the central protections of this rule, and that's essentially what this does," said Nick Torrey, an attorney with the Southern Environmental Law Center, a nonprofit.

    
The agency's proposal does state that an owner would be required to ensure that the ash "poses no reasonable probability of adverse effects on human health and the environment." 
The Biden-era coal ash protections also required the cleanup of places like the Michigan City Generating Station in Indiana, by Lake Michigan. Local activists are worried about the land created at the site, which is composed in part of coal ash. The 2024 rules set deadlines for cleanup.
At Michigan City and many other sites, standards to clean up the coal ash used to make land would be eliminated under the agency's proposal.
The proposed rule also seeks to lift restrictions on the use of coal ash -- called "beneficial use" by the EPA -- in secondary materials such as cement and as structural fill.
The agency also said that industry and others have said the health risks from coal ash were overstated in previous EPA assessments. Federal officials said the estimated cost savings were more than enough to justify the proposed changes.
The owners of Gavin Power Plant declined to comment. The owners of Michigan City Generating Station did not immediately comment.

    
The Utility Solid Waste Activities Group "appreciates EPA's efforts to address the significant challenges our members are facing in implementing" the existing regulations, John Mavretich, executive director of the industry association, said in a statement.
He added the group "supports changes that move away from the existing 'one-size-fits-all' framework and incorporate site-specific flexibility, an approach that is common in other environmental programs."
The genesis of these rules and current context
The EPA first set standards for coal ash during the Obama administration. They included requirements for companies to line new storage sites, monitor water and close leaky ponds, often requiring the material to be moved elsewhere. In 2024, then-President Joe Biden's administration eliminated exemptions that had been granted to some older coal ash sites.
The move is the latest in a series of Trump administration efforts to weaken clean air and water standards as part of regulatory relief for the fossil fuel industry. It's also in line with Republican President Donald Trump's efforts to boost U.S. coal and suppress cleaner alternatives, all the while declaring a "national energy emergency." 

    
The coal industry has argued that a host of stringent rules that raise the cost of operating a coal plant prematurely push them into retirement. 
A coalition of coal and energy associations wrote last year: "EPA's recent unprecedented expansion of the federal (coal ash) regulations has needlessly diverted funds from the power sector's efforts to meet the Nation's growing energy needs; increased costs for power companies and consumers without corresponding benefits to public health or the environment." 
Disasters first prompted the EPA to regulate coal ash. The agency started looking into the problem after a dike failed in Tennessee in 2008, spreading coal ash over 300 acres or 120 hectares and forcing a massive cleanup. Workers involved in that effort said the ash exposure caused cancers. In 2014, tens of thousands of tons spilled in North Carolina.

    
"The Trump administration just took a sledgehammer to the health protections in place for toxic coal pollution," said Lisa Evans, senior counsel at environmental group Earthjustice. "This is yet another handout to the coal power industry at the expense of our health, water, and wallets."
In other moves, the EPA earlier this year weakened limits on mercury and other toxic emissions from coal-fired power plants. The Trump administration has also halted the planned shutdown of several coal plants, citing the need for consistent power during major storms or periods of high demand, and arguing that without it, the grid would be less reliable. 
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    Trump plans to move Forest Service headquarters to Utah and shutter research sites




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: President Donald Trump listens to Agriculture Secretary Brooke Rollins speak during an event with farmers on the South Lawn of the White House, Friday, March 27, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson)]
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[image: A person walks along a dirt road in Deschutes National Forest, May 1, 2025, near Bend, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane, File)]
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            A person walks along a dirt road in Deschutes National Forest, May 1, 2025, near Bend, Ore. (AP Photo/Jenny Kane, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Snow dots the Sawtooth Mountains in the Sawtooth National Forest in central Idaho, June 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Boone, File)]
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            HANNAH SCHOENBAUM and SUSAN MONTOYA BRYAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        SALT LAKE CITY (AP) -- President Donald Trump's administration will move the U.S. Forest Service headquarters out of the nation's capital to Salt Lake City as part of an organizational overhaul that involves shuttering research facilities in 31 states and concentrating resources in the West, the agency announced Tuesday.
Agriculture Secretary Brooke Rollins said the move, which is expected to be completed by summer 2027, will bring leaders closer to the landscapes they manage and the people who depend on them.
"Effective stewardship and active management are achieved on the ground, where forests and communities are found -- not just behind a desk in the capital," Forest Service Chief Tom Schultz said.
Nearly 90% of National Forest System land is in the West, though Utah is only the 11th-ranked state for national forest coverage, with about 14,300 square miles (37,000 square kilometers).

    
During his first term, Trump moved the Bureau of Land Management to Colorado, citing many of the same reasons, including a desire to put top officials closer to the public lands they oversee. But it wasn't long before the Biden administration reversed course, moving BLM headquarters back to Washington, D.C., after two years. 



    
        




    




The U.S. Department of Agriculture has been moving thousands of employees out of Washington over the past year and eliminating layers of management as part of Trump's push to slim down the federal workforce and make it more efficient. 

    
    
    
With the move to Utah, about 260 Forest Service positions currently located in Washington are expected to relocate, and 130 workers will stay put, the agency said.
Deputy Agriculture Secretary Stephen Vaden said Salt Lake City stuck out for its reasonable cost of living, proximity to an international airport and the state's "family-focused way of life." It's a Democratic-led capital city in a red state with values rooted in the locally headquartered Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, known widely as the Mormon church.

    
Utah Gov. Spencer Cox, a Republican, celebrated the move Tuesday as "a big win for Utah and the West," while environmental groups viewed it as a precursor to the agency's dismantling.
Taylor McKinnon at the Arizona-based Center for Biological Diversity described the move as "a costly bureaucratic reshuffle" that will put more power in the hands of corporations and states to log, mine and drill public lands.
"National forests belong to all Americans," said McKinnon, the environmental group's Southwest director. "Our nation's capital is where federal policy is made and where the Forest Service headquarters belongs."
Josh Hicks, conservation campaigns director at The Wilderness Society, predicted that the move will lead to less access to public forests and threats to wildlife habitat, clean water and air.
"At a time when wildfires are getting worse, and access to public lands is already under strain, the last thing we need is an unnecessary reorganization that creates chaos and confusion for the land managers, researchers and wildland firefighters who help keep our forests healthy now and for future generations," he said.

    
The Wilderness Society also pointed to Trump's prior attempt with the BLM, saying that resulted in many staffers leaving who had valuable years of management experience. The group said this could end up hollowing out the Forest Service.
Many regional offices will close in the reorganization, and their services will shift to hubs in New Mexico, Georgia, Colorado, Wisconsin, Montana and California. Instead of maintaining multiple dispersed research stations with their own leadership, the agency will anchor its research at a single location in Fort Collins, Colorado. 
The Forest Service said it did not yet know how many workers in regional offices will need to relocate. A spokesperson did not answer whether the transition would involve layoffs.
U.S. Rep. Teresa Leger Fernandez, a New Mexico Democrat who sits on the House's Natural Resources Committee, echoed the idea that it's the wrong time for upheaval as the Mountain West is facing historically low snowpack, extreme heat and the prospect of a dangerous fire season. 

    
But she expressed cautious optimism that the Forest Service reorganization could be positive if leadership and jobs are ultimately brought closer to New Mexico and other states.
A Republican on the committee, U.S. Rep. Celeste Maloy of Utah, welcomed the move to her state, saying it could improve responsiveness to wildfires and ensure decisions are informed by on-the-ground realities.

The Forest Service's deputy chief of fire and aviation management, Sarah Fisher, said on a podcast Tuesday that there will be no changes to the agency's operational firefighting workforce.
___
Montoya Bryan reported from Albuquerque, New Mexico.
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                    Health

    Too young for the MMR shot, babies become 'sitting ducks' in measles outbreaks
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            Babies too young to be vaccinated are among the most vulnerable in measles outbreaks like the one in South Carolina, which is the largest the U.S. has seen in decades. South Carolina's outbreak has slowed, but measles is spreading in many states, with 17 outbreaks this year. (AP Video: Mary Conlon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: John Otwell holds his son, Arthur, at Miss Tammy's Little Learning Center in Landrum, S.C., on March 18, 2026. (AP Photo/Mary Conlon)]
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            John Otwell holds his son, Arthur, at Miss Tammy's Little Learning Center in Landrum, S.C., on March 18, 2026. (AP Photo/Mary Conlon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lauren Ellenburg, a nurse, prepares a combination measles, mumps and rubella vaccine for a 12-month-old at Tiger Pediatrics in Easley, S.C., on March 17, 2026. (AP Photo/Mary Conlon)]
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            Lauren Ellenburg, a nurse, prepares a combination measles, mumps and rubella vaccine for a 12-month-old at Tiger Pediatrics in Easley, S.C., on March 17, 2026. (AP Photo/Mary Conlon)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Daren Chandler holds his 12-month-old daughter as she has blood drawn for testing, before receiving a measles shot at Tiger Pediatrics in Easley, S.C., on March 17, 2026. (AP Photo/Mary Conlon)]
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[image: Helen Kaiser holds her son at their home in Landrum, S.C., on March 19, 2026. (AP Photo/Mary Conlon)]
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[image: Helen Kaiser watches her sons play at their home in Landrum, S.C., on March 19, 2026. (AP Photo/Mary Conlon)]
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            DEVI SHASTRI and LAURA UNGAR

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        LANDRUM, South Carolina (AP) -- With baby Arthur too young for the measles vaccine and a sibling due in June, the Otwells grew nervous when the threat of the highly contagious virus started factoring into their grocery run.
"We go to the Costco that was kind of a hotbed," said John Otwell, who knew about the state health department's warnings of public exposures at the store. "A lot of people just don't get it; they think it's just a cold. It's not."
By Arthur's 9-month checkup, the South Carolina outbreak had exploded into the nation's worst in more than 35 years, surpassing last year's in Texas. That meant that under state guidance, Arthur could get his first dose of the MMR vaccine -- for measles, mumps and rubella -- earlier than the usual 12 to 15 months old. Their new baby won't be able to get the shot until at least 6 months -- a prospect that worries parents of infants wherever measles spreads.

    
Babies too young to be vaccinated are among the most vulnerable in a measles outbreak. The disease can wreak havoc on their fragile bodies, making them so sick they stop eating and drinking. They can develop pneumonia or brain swelling, and sometimes die. 



    
        




    




Babies depend entirely on herd immunity -- at least 95% of a community must be vaccinated to prevent measles outbreaks. But dropping vaccination rates have eroded protection in South Carolina and across the nation. In Spartanburg County, the outbreak's epicenter, less than 90% of students have gotten required vaccines. 

    
    
    
"Babies become sitting ducks," said Dr. Deborah Greenhouse, a Columbia pediatrician. "The burden is on all of us to protect all of us."
But increasingly, some policymakers and officials push a view of vaccination as an issue of individual freedom and parents' rights, rather than one of public health to safeguard the population as a whole. 
At the federal level, Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., a longtime anti-vaccine crusader, has sought to remake vaccine policy and oversaw billions in public health cuts. And though a temporary ruling from a federal judge has slowed his momentum, a raft of bills has been introduced in states, including South Carolina, that threaten to further reduce vaccination rates.
South Carolina's measles outbreak, totaling about 1,000 cases, has slowed. But measles is spreading in many states, with 17 outbreaks this year and 48 last year, and the U.S. on the verge of losing its status as a country that has eliminated measles. 

    
Doctors work to protect the youngest against measles
Dr. Jessica Early never thought she'd have to deal with measles, but the pediatrician feared for her patients and her own baby when it popped up in her Greer community. She and other doctors began offering an approved infant MMR dose as early as 6 months old. Her practice also started giving the second MMR dose -- usually for ages 4 to 6 years old -- early. 
To the chagrin of many doctors, no one knows how many South Carolina infants have gotten measles or been hospitalized by it.
State officials will disclose only that 253 of the 997 cases were among children 4 and younger; they say they won't break cases down further for confidentiality reasons. It's not uncommon to group statistics this way.

    
    
    
Officials also don't know exactly how many infants were hospitalized with the virus because, as in some other states, hospitals aren't required to report measles-related admissions.

    
Across the state, doctors said they got many questions about whether it was safe to bring infants to waiting rooms or day care.
Thomas Compton -- regional director of Miss Tammy's Little Learning Center, a child care network operating across the outbreak region -- said 18 parents pulled children out of his facilities, though they had no confirmed cases. Some abandoned deposits days before their kids were scheduled to start, forcing the company to lay off a teacher.
Although licensed day cares must require vaccines under state law, families can easily get religious exemptions. About a fifth of Miss Tammy's 300 children have vaccine waivers.
When measles surged, Compton said state officials gave little guidance. His staff scrubbed down surfaces, as they did when COVID-19 was raging; tracked local measles cases on Facebook; and relied on Google for information about the disease.
"A lot of parents were really stressed out," Compton said. "Anytime that we had a little sickness going on or something, they were like, 'Do you think it's the measles?'"

    
State legislation would prohibit vaccines for children under 2
Last year, an Associated Press investigation found that Trump administration officials were directing activists to push anti-science legislation in statehouses. Nationally, around 350 anti-vaccine bills were introduced as of late October, AP found, including at least eight in South Carolina. 
This year, a state bill would prohibit requiring vaccines for children under 2.
"In other words, it would get rid of those requirements in the day cares," pediatrician Greenhouse said. "And for people like me, that is a gut punch that is terrifying."
In a subcommittee discussion, Republican State Sen. Carlisle Kennedy said his bill aims to protect parents' rights. His baby was born in August without working kidneys and got vaccines on a personalized schedule, in coordination with doctors.

    
"We didn't want to put vaccines in his body before his body was able to survive them," he said.
Opponents countered that herd immunity protects children in these situations.
The Senate subcommittee advanced the legislation. Greenhouse fears it has momentum.
"In the climate that we are currently living in, I think any bill potentially could have legs," she said. "It is our job to do our absolute best to make sure that those legs don't go anywhere."
Whether the bill becomes law, doctors say this sort of legislation fuels vaccine skepticism and confusion. While the American Academy of Pediatrics advises giving babies all the vaccines they've gotten for years, some parents tell Greenhouse they know the government has called for fewer.
"They don't actually know who they can trust," she said.
South Carolina, like other states, has made nonmedical vaccine exemptions easier to get, noted Dr. Martha Edwards, president of the state's American Academy of Pediatrics chapter. In the outbreak's epicenter, religious exemptions have more than doubled since 2020. Statewide, 4% of school-age students have such exemptions in 2025-26.
"Parental choice is a big buzzword in a lot of the Southern states," Edwards said. But the choice not to vaccinate, she said, impacts other parents' rights to keep their children safe.
Nationwide, protection fades as measles spreads
Doctors expect things will only get worse.
In the first three months of 2026, the U.S. logged 1,671 measles cases. That's 73% of the total from 2025, the worst year for the virus in more than three decades. In November, international health officials will determine whether measles is still considered eliminated in the U.S.
National MMR vaccination rates - which dropped to 92.5% among kindergartners in the 2024-25 school year, from 95.2% in 2019-20 - obscure much lower rates in certain communities. At one Spartanburg County school, 21% of kids received all required vaccines.
Doctors worry it's just a matter of time before all sorts of vaccine-preventable diseases threaten lives like they did a century ago.
"The whole concept of immunization is one of the best things that has ever happened to medicine," Greenhouse said. "To see that we are actually going backwards is just confounding."
Helen Kaiser, who lives in the outbreak area, vaccinated her twin 2-year-old boys early to protect them and the community.
"I would never forgive myself," she said, "if I knew that my son had gotten another baby very sick and it was something I could have prevented."
------
Ungar reported from Louisville, Kentucky.
-----

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    RFK Jr is launching a podcast to expose 'lies' that have made Americans sick




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Secretary of Health and Human Services Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. speaks during a fireside chat with CPAC Senior Fellow Mercedes Schlapp at the Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC) in Dallas, Saturday, March 28, 2026. (AP Photo/Gabriela Passos)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. is launching a new podcast that he says will begin "a new era of radical transparency in government," according to a teaser video first obtained by The Associated Press.
The show, titled "The Secretary Kennedy Podcast," will launch next week and feature Kennedy, a longtime anti-vaccine crusader who has reshaped the country's health policy, in conversation with doctors, scientists and agency staff, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services officials told the AP ahead of the launch. In the teaser video, in a slick HHS-branded studio with ominous music playing in the background, Kennedy bills it as a new way to expose corruption and lies that have made Americans sick.
"We're going to name the names of the forces that obstruct the paths to public health," Kennedy says in the nearly 90-second clip. 

    
Joining the Trump administration last year gave Kennedy a new platform for his views, some of which contradict the overwhelming consensus of scientists. A podcast could further elevate those ideas, and further remove HHS agencies from their long-held reputation as a "safe harbor for information," said Lawrence Gostin, a public health law expert at Georgetown University.



    
        




    




Administration officials say the show will help spread an important message about chronic disease and improving health to a wider audience.

    
    
    
"This is part of our larger strategy to bring the Make America Healthy Again message to as wide an audience as we can," said Liam Nahill, HHS digital director.
The new communication effort from HHS comes as the department has faced a bevy of recent setbacks, including widespread criticism of its vaccine policy changes, a federal ruling last month blocking several of those moves, and resistance from key Republican senators that has kept President Donald Trump's surgeon general pick from taking office. In that way, it could be seen as part of a rebranding strategy as the agency focuses less on vaccine efforts and more on a less contentious healthy food agenda ahead of November's midterm elections.

    
The show, which has been in the works since early in the second Trump administration, also reflects Kennedy returning to a format where he has long felt at ease. He hosted his own podcast before entering office, and has appeared on dozens to share his perspectives in longform interviews.
Tyler Burger, HHS digital communications manager and the producer of the new podcast, said while Food and Drug Administration Commissioner Marty Makary has a podcast, officials believe Kennedy's will be the first to be hosted by a sitting cabinet secretary. 
"We're kind of bringing podcasting into the government as an official form and arm of our messaging," Burger said. He said the set for the show was pieced together largely with items the agency already had, and has the capacity for a total of four people to sit in conversation together.
Because podcasts are now commonly made not only on audio but video, they are regularly clipped and shared across social media platforms, giving them "massive" reach, according to Melina Much, a postdoctoral fellow for New York University's Center for Social Media and Politics.

    
Much said podcasts also tend to be more intimate, conversational and friendly than a traditional interview, allowing administration officials to promote themselves without facing as much pushback.
Critics suggested the show would be used to spread falsehoods. It's "just another official channel to spread misinformation that will inject more dangerous conspiracy theories into the mainstream," said Grace Silva, spokesperson for 314 Action, a left-leaning political action committee aimed at electing scientists in Congress.
New episodes are expected to drop every other week, Burger said. Though officials wouldn't share a list of upcoming guests, Kennedy let one slip when he appeared as a guest on a recent episode of "The Bossticks." He said he recorded an episode with Robert Irvine, the celebrity chef who has been tasked with revamping U.S. Army meals.

    
While Kennedy's teaser focuses on uncovering lies, HHS spokesman Andrew Nixon said the show will aim to cover affordability and other topics that polls show are salient for voters.

"Americans are united on the need to urgently address chronic disease, improve nutrition, strengthen food quality, and lower health costs," he said. "The Secretary Kennedy Podcast will cover all those issues."
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    Menopause products are having a hot minute. But doctors urge women to be wary of the marketing surge
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            More open conversations about menopause, and the period leading up to it, are happening at the same time that marketing for products aimed at those women has been supercharged by social media. (AP Video: Kendria LaFleur)
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                                        DALLAS (AP) -- Women suffering through the hot flashes, night sweats, mood changes and sleep problems that can come with menopause -- all while looking in the mirror and noticing signs of aging -- are being bombarded with products.
More open conversations about menopause and the period leading up to it -- called perimenopause -- are happening at the same time that marketing has been supercharged by social media. Women are being confronted by lotions and serums and light masks that promise to rejuvenate their faces and necks, dietary supplements claiming to do everything from boost moods to ease hot flashes and gadgets promising to help with symptoms. 
"The marketing has gotten very, very aggressive. It's pervasive," said Dr. Nanette Santoro, an OB-GYN professor at the University of Colorado Anschutz.
Santoro and other physicians say that before spending lots of money on products that make big promises, it's important for women to talk to their doctors about what has actually been proven to help -- and what could be harmful. 
"It really pays to be very, very, very skeptical," Santoro said.

    
A flood of marketing 
As menstruation winds down, women's levels of estrogen and progesterone drop. In some women, the symptoms can include hot flashes, night sweats, mood changes, vaginal dryness and sleep problems.
Dr. Angela Angel, an OB-GYN with Texas Health Presbyterian Hospital Dallas, said that in the past, doctors would ask women around the age of 50 during their yearly exam if they were noticing any symptoms. But now, she said, patients are making separate appointments and initiating the conversations.
And at those appointments, she said, many patients tell her they've already tried something. "They're coming to see me because it's not effective or because it's caused some other side effect," Angel said.
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[image: Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Autoimmune diseases can strike any part of the body, and mostly affect women. Here's what to know
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Calisthenics are making a comeback. Is body weight enough to get a good workout?
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
            
20

        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Gut microbiome tests are everywhere. Should you get one?
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Her hospital has recently started a menopause support group led by doctors and, at the request of participants, an upcoming session will focus on helping women navigate through the marketing onslaught. 

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Products aimed at women in that stage of life include everything from bracelets and rings claiming to help ease hot flashes to cooling blankets and bedding. 

    
    
    
Santoro said her advice to patients is to "balance what you're going to spend over whether this might help you." 

    
"If it's a bracelet that's going to cost you $20, it's not a big expenditure. It might provide some improvement," Santoro said. "Things that are not well tested might still work but if you want something that works -- come back, I'm not going anywhere and I'll give you evidence based treatment."
Santoro said dietary supplements have not been proven in multiple, well-done studies to alleviate hot flashes, but many are low cost with a low potential for harm. She said if a patient wants to try something they see online, it's important to at least tell their doctor so they can be monitored while taking it -- or warned off.
Doctors note that most of the time over-the-counter products like dietary supplements, shampoos or skin care that are advertised for menopausal women aren't different from regular products for that purpose ingredient-wise. 
And some products could have side effects.

    
Advice from doctors 
Dr. Monica Christmas, director of the menopause program at the University of Chicago Medicine, said there's not one symptom everyone gets. Some women get few or none, she said, while others are extremely impacted by a variety of symptoms. What's most important, she said, is seeking medical help.
Doctors say that hormone therapy prescribed by a doctor can help with symptoms, as can prescriptions for nonhormonal medication. Some women are advised to avoid hormone therapy because they have had certain medical issues.
"Not everybody needs hormone therapy, not everyone is a candidate for hormone therapy, not everybody should be on hormone therapy," Angel said.
Regular exercise and a healthy diet can help a lot, doctors say. That can help with weight loss, which is associated with reducing hot flashes and night sweats.
And Santoro notes that avoiding alcohol is a good step for someone with hot flashes since it can make them worse.

    
"Many of the symptoms actually get better over time, so sometimes it really is just a matter of lifestyle modifications and self-care and getting through this most tumultuous time frame," Christmas said.
For Brandi McGruder, a 49-year-old school librarian from Dallas, it clicked that she was in perimenopause last year when she went out to dinner for her birthday. When she and her friends entered the steakhouse, she was freezing cold. About 20 minutes later, she was burning up.
She said she made an appointment with her doctor, who prescribed an estrogen patch, which helped. McGruder said she's seen the advertisements for products aimed at women her age, but her first stop was her doctor.
McGruder said that while she doesn't like the way the symptoms have driven home that she's getting older, she's also embracing this time in her life. Her advice: "Laugh. It's OK. Reach out to others experiencing what you are going through, don't take it so serious."

    
Concerns about skin
There are changes with skin that come both with time as one ages, and during menopause as skin gets less thick because of a loss of collagen and some of the hyaluronic acid that supports skin, said Dr. Melissa Mauskar, a dermatologist and associate professor at UT Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas. 
Mauskar said using a prescribed retinoid or an over-the-counter retinol can help. Both assist with the production of collagen and reduce the appearance of wrinkles. 
She said good over-the-counter moisturizers can be found at drugstores. Her advice is to look for ones with ceramides, which help keep skin hydrated.
"But you don't want to have anything that has too many additive ingredients -- just because it's natural and a botanical does not mean it's better," Mauskar said. "A lot of those actually are contact allergens that can make people more sensitive."
Ingestible collagen is among the products being marketed to women, but she warns that studies are mixed and ingesting it "doesn't mean that it's going to make its way to your skin and plump up your face" -- even though products claim it will. Light masks, she said, won't hurt and some studies show they could help, but they won't make a difference overnight. She said seeing any improvements from them would likely take daily use for many years.
She said sun damage is one of the biggest reasons patients have more wrinkles, so consistent use of sunscreen is a must for all ages.

"I think there's a lot of new fancy things coming out and targeted to perimenopause, menopause patients," Mauskar said, "but sometimes the tried and true things that we at least have the science for I think still are my kind of gold standard for my patients." 
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                    Health

    'The best gift ever': Baby is born after the rarest of pregnancies, defying all odds
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            "1 in a million pregnancy" hidden by a basketball-sized ovarian cyst is being called a miracle baby. (AP produced by Javier Arciga)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by the family shows Suze Lopez, and her son, Ryu, in California in October 2025. (Lopez family via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by the family shows, from left, Kaila, Suze, Ryu and Andrew Lopez at Cedars-Sinai hospital in Los Angeles in August 2025. (Lopez family via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by the family shows Ryu Lopez in California in October 2025. (Lopez family via AP)]
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            This photo provided by the family shows Ryu Lopez in California in October 2025. (Lopez family via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo provided by the family shows Ryu Lopez in California in November 2025. (Lopez family via AP)]
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            This photo provided by the family shows Ryu Lopez in California in November 2025. (Lopez family via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            LAURA UNGAR

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        Suze Lopez holds her baby boy on her lap and marvels at the remarkable way he came into the world.
Before little Ryu was born, he developed outside his mom's womb, hidden by a basketball-sized ovarian cyst -- a dangerous situation so rare that his doctors plan to write about the case for a medical journal. 
Just 1 in 30,000 pregnancies occur in the abdomen instead of the uterus, and those that make it to full term "are essentially unheard of -- far, far less than 1 in a million," said Dr. John Ozimek, medical director of labor and delivery at Cedars-Sinai in Los Angeles, where Ryu was born. "I mean, this is really insane."
Lopez, a 41-year-old nurse who lives in Bakersfield, California, didn't know she was pregnant with her second child until days before giving birth.
When her belly began to grow earlier this year, she thought it was her ovarian cyst getting bigger. Doctors had been monitoring the mass since her 20s, leaving it in place after removing her right ovary and another cyst.

    
Lopez experienced none of the usual pregnancy symptoms, such as morning sickness, and never felt kicks. Though she didn't have a period, her cycle is irregular and she sometimes goes years without one.
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[image: FILE -Field Museum and Chicago's skyline is seen from Soldier Field prior to an NFL preseason football game between the Chicago Bears and the Tennessee Titans, Aug. 12, 2023, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Kamil Krzaczynski, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                The world's oldest octopus fossil isn't an octopus after all, scientists say
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Geologist Tuomas Pere walks down a disposal tunnel inside the Posiva Onkalo nuclear waste repository on the island of Olkiluoto, Finland, Tuesday, Feb. 24, 2026. (AP Photo/James Brooks)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                A 1.9 billion-year-old bedrock will soon house the world's first permanent nuclear waste site
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[image: A young fan holds his baseball as he waits for more autographs from players before a spring training baseball game between the Minnesota Twins and the Atlanta Braves in Fort Myers, Fla., Feb. 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Treated like a king, then smacked into the heavens: Considering the American baseball
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




For months, she and her husband, Andrew Lopez, went about their lives and traveled abroad.
But gradually, the pain and pressure in her abdomen got worse, and Lopez figured it was finally time to get the 22-pound (10-kilogram) cyst removed. She needed a CT scan, which required a pregnancy test first because of the radiation exposure. To her great surprise, the test came back positive.

    
    
    
Lopez shared the news with her husband at a Dodgers baseball game in August, handing him a package with a note and a onesie.
"I just saw her face," he recalled, "and she just looked like she wanted to weep and smile and cry at the same time."
Shortly after the game, Lopez began feeling unwell and sought help at Cedars-Sinai. It turned out she had dangerously high blood pressure, which the medical team stabilized. They also did blood work and gave her an ultrasound and an MRI. The scans found that her uterus was empty, but a nearly full-term fetus in an amniotic sac was hiding in a small space in her abdomen, near her liver. 

    
"It did not look like it was directly invading any organs," Ozimek said. "It looked like it was mostly implanted on the sidewall of the pelvis, which is also very dangerous but more manageable than being implanted in the liver."
Dr. Cara Heuser, a maternal-fetal specialist in Utah not involved with the case, said almost all pregnancies that implant outside the uterus -- called ectopic pregnancies -- go on to rupture and hemorrhage if not removed. Most commonly, they occur in the fallopian tubes.

    
    
    
A 2023 medical journal article by doctors in Ethiopia described another abdominal pregnancy in which the mother and baby survived, pointing out that fetal mortality can be as high as 90% in such cases and birth defects are seen in about 1 in 5 surviving babies.
But Lopez and her son beat all the odds.

    
On Aug. 18, a medical team delivered the 8-pound (3.6-kilogram) baby while she was under full anesthesia, removing the cyst during the same surgery. She lost nearly all of her blood, Ozimek said, but the team got the bleeding under control and gave her transfusions.
Doctors continually updated her husband about what was happening.
"The whole time, I might have seemed calm on the outside, but I was doing nothing but praying on the inside," Andrew Lopez said. "It was just something that scared me half to death, knowing that at any point I could lose my wife or my child."
Instead, they both recovered well.
"It was really, really remarkable," Ozimek said.
Since then, Ryu -- named after a baseball player and a character in the Street Fighter video game series -- has been healthy and thriving. His parents love watching him interact with his 18-year-old sister, Kaila, and say he completes their family.
With Ryu's first Christmas approaching, Lopez describes feeling blessed beyond measure. 
"I do believe in miracles," she said, looking down at her baby. "God gave us this gift -- the best gift ever."
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Technology

    States are struggling to meet their clean energy goals. Data centers are to blame




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Solar panels stretch out across the desert floor, Thursday, April 2, 2026, in North Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Ty ONeil)]
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            JESSICA HILL

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- Nevada's largest utility says it will need three times the electricity required to power Las Vegas just to handle proposed data centers -- and it probably can't do that without fossil fuels. 
That means the utility could miss Nevada's clean energy targets requiring 50% renewable power by 2030. 
"I can't remember a time in the history of the industry where we've seen as much interest in adding load, which is primarily driven by data centers," said Shawn Elicegui, senior vice president of regulatory and resource planning for NV Energy, which provides electricity to 90% of the state.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The exterior of a Google Data Center is shown on Thursday, April 2, 2026, in Henderson, Nev. (AP Photo/Ty ONeil)]



        

        
        
            
                    The exterior of a Google Data Center is shown on Thursday, April 2, 2026, in Henderson, Nev. (AP Photo/Ty ONeil)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
It's one of many utilities across the country grappling with how to meet the exploding electricity demand for data centers to power artificial intelligence without sacrificing long-term plans to move away from fossil fuels in favor of renewable and zero-carbon sources. 

    
In North Carolina, which is also seeing a surge of data centers, the largest utility is revising its long-term plans to delay the retirement of coal plants and to build more natural gas plants. Legislators removed an interim goal for utilities to cut carbon emissions, spurring concern from environmentalists that the state might miss its goal of zero carbon emissions by 2050.



    
        




    




NextEra Energy, which serve commercial electricity in over a dozen states, completely dropped its goal to reach zero emissions by 2045 due to the "demand for all forms of power generation," the company said in a recent business filing. 

    
    
    
The Trump administration has encouraged states to use coal to meet the demands from manufacturing and data centers. Tech companies are also slowing down on their own climate goals to meet the consumer demands for artificial intelligence.
"It's very alarming, and it's probably the single largest natural resource issue of our time," said Olivia Tanager, director of the Sierra Club's Toiyabe chapter covering Nevada. 

    
Nevada is one of the fastest-growing data center markets in the U.S. thanks to its lack of a corporate income tax, cheap land and tax breaks for data centers. There are dozens already with more on the way. Now lawmakers are eyeing more regulations and debating how to balance both the state's clean energy goals with the economic benefits data centers bring.
Some data centers say they want to be part of the solution; the industry was responsible for half of all corporate clean energy procurement in 2024, said Dan Diorio, vice president of state policy for the Data Center Coalition. 
But renewable energy's contribution to the power grid is not growing fast enough. Nationally, orders for gas turbines are backlogged and processing renewable energy projects take time, industry experts say.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lights illuminate a Switch data center, Wednesday, April 1, 2026, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Ty ONeil)]
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One Vegas data center built its own solar fields
South of the Las Vegas Strip, the Switch data center stretches for nearly a square mile (kilometer). It's the largest data center in Southern Nevada, and it runs entirely on renewable energy, according to Jason Hoffman, chief strategy officer. Unlike other data centers, Switch is licensed to build its own sources of renewable energy at the scale of a utility company. It has built 1 gigawatt of solar energy and is in the process of building more solar fields, he said. The company only uses NV Energy's grid for the delivery of electricity, and it sources its own power from third-party suppliers.
Inside of the massive buildings, hundreds of servers hum within gigantic soundproof and waterproof chambers. They contain vital information for Switch's clients, including major banks, streaming services, online shopping websites, casinos and state and local governments. 
During the summer heat, when more energy is required to keep the equipment cool, Switch can remove itself from the grid and be self-sufficient, Hoffman said. The data center is designed to require minimal air conditioning during the rest of the year.
Many other utilities and tech companies are turning to gas-fired generation to power data centers, including the controversial xAI data center near Memphis that is using mobile gas turbines strapped to semitrucks."

    
Tanager, of the Sierra Club, said multiple proposed data centers in Northern Nevada would use hundreds of low-quality diesel-powered backup generators that will worsen air quality. Data centers have backup generators in case the power goes out and are not used often.
At a recent seven-hour legislative meeting, Nevadans complained to lawmakers about the noise data centers produce, and their worries about how the centers will affect water supply and energy bills. Residents of Boulder City, home of the Hoover Dam, are also opposing a proposed center for similar concerns. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A truck is driven past electrical infrastructure, Thursday, April 2, 2026, in North Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Ty ONeil)]
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State provides financial incentives for clean power
NV Energy requires data center developers to agree to fund their own infrastructure and energy needs -- but it doesn't have to be renewable. 
Nevada designed a volunteer funding model that allows companies to put up money for NV Energy's clean energy development then count it toward their corporate energy goals. It was the first such model of its kind in the country and led to the development of a geothermal plant in Northern Nevada with Google as a partner.

    
Environmental groups want the state to make that model mandatory, but still worry it wouldn't bring enough clean energy to meet demand. They also worry NV Energy could expand its reliance on fossil fuel without the guarantee that all the proposed data centers will be built.
NV Energy will require companies to sign contracts ensuring their commitment to the state before energy is built, Elicegui said. The utility's philosophy is that "growth is welcomed," but that companies need to be responsible for power load added on their behalf "whether they show up or not."
The public utilities commission in Nevada may impose a fine, grant an exemption or take some other action if it determines NV Energy failed to meet the state's clean energy goals. The utility is set to publish a report with more specifics by the end of the month.
Democratic Assemblymember Howard Watts of Las Vegas said it is "unacceptable" to bring forward projects that will threaten the state's renewable energy portfolio. Watts wants to see it required that data centers take on the costs of clean energy development. While many companies are already taking those steps, putting those guardrails in statute is necessary, he said. 

"Building more gas plants seems like going in the exact opposite direction of what we need to do as a state," he said, noting the state has "tremendous solar and geothermal energy potential." 
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                    Technology

    Coachella looks like fun and glamour for influencers. Behind the scenes, they fiercely strategize




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Festivalgoers are seen during the first weekend of the Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival at the Empire Polo Club on Saturday, April 12, 2025, in Indio, Calif. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP, File)]
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            Festivalgoers are seen during the first weekend of the Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival at the Empire Polo Club on Saturday, April 12, 2025, in Indio, Calif. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP, File)
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[image: Maren Morris performs with the Los Angeles Philharmonic during the first weekend of the Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival at the Empire Polo Club on Saturday, April 12, 2025, in Indio, Calif. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP)]
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            KAITLYN HUAMANI

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Sam Mintesnot had checked off everything she possibly could have from a long list of to-dos in preparation for the Coachella music festival. She crafted the best outfits, got her hair and nails done, booked a one-way ticket to Los Angeles and flew out on Tuesday with a spreadsheet full of ideas for videos she could post related to the festival. 
The only problem was that just days before the Coachella kicked off on Friday, she didn't have a ticket -- at least, not yet. 
Mintesnot is a content creator, and she was seeking an invitation from a brand to join them at the annual festival in Indio, California, that is sometimes called an "influencer Olympics." She posted across her social media platforms about her ticket-less journey in hopes of landing a pass to Coachella in exchange for posting videos about the brand and experience. 

    
"You never know what's going to happen," she said. "There's so many opportunities out there."
Coachella, rife with Instagrammable moments, is a mutually beneficial opportunity for creators and businesses alike. The social media content that comes out of the sprawling music festival screams spontaneity, but industrious planning is often buzzing behind the scenes weeks, or sometimes even months, in advance. Securing brand partnerships, lining up sponsored content opportunities and building out a content calendar require patience, strategic thinking and business acumen. 



    
        




    




Content creators are often the butt of jokes online for enterprising habits like shamelessly requesting access to events or free merchandise. But for some -- including Mintesnot -- it works. She received an invitation to the festival from YouTube on Wednesday, just two days before the two-weekend-long event began.

    
    
    
Monetizing music festival attendance
Coachella, in its 25th edition this year, has been an annual mainstay of internet culture. Both weekends of the festival are sold out, but global audiences can view a livestream on YouTube to see performances from headliners Sabrina Carpenter, Justin Bieber and Karol G, along with dozens of other artists. The video-sharing platform offers fans livestreams of seven stages simultaneously as well as creators' videos and other Coachella-related content.
Creators capture not only performance clips but everything else about their Coachella experience, from the glamorous brand events and freebies to the more mundane bathroom lines and food options. 
The festival is the largest marquee livestream music event YouTube does, said Matt McLernon, the company's head of artist partnerships who has helmed its relationship with Coachella. 

    
"Seeing how much the creator side has breathed this whole additional life into it -- what's on the stage, the creators, the fans, the kind of intersection of all of them, of what happens from there -- it's really truly magical," he said. "There's as many cameras pointed at the actual artists on stage as there are amongst the crowd."
The monetization paths for creators vary. For fashion and beauty influencers, shopping tools that are built into platforms like TikTok and YouTube offer a way to earn commissions. This is a reliable route to a big payout for something like Coachella, where swaths of people are seeking outfit and makeup inspiration, or are just curious about the year's trends.

    
Magdaline Janet, a beauty YouTuber, said YouTube Shopping has allowed her to become a full-time content creator.
"It's huge because Coachella essentially is a beauty and fashion show along with music," she said.
For some creators, it pays off to purchase a ticket and travel independently for the festival, even without a brand invitation. The engagement they get from Coachella-related videos -- in the buildup, in real time and in retrospect -- often translates to a net profit. 
Sydney Morgan, a content creator known for her special effects makeup, bought her own ticket. She is staying in a rented home with her friends who are also content creators -- the Airbnb was specially selected to look good in videos and she created an itinerary to accommodate the group's respective filming plans, she said.

    
"Me and my friends like to joke that Coachella's our favorite holiday," Morgan said. The group was traveling to Indio on Wednesday to have a full day devoted to content creation before the musical sets kicked off. "We talk about it all year and we romanticize the crap out of it, and I know that our audience does the same thing, especially those that can't be there in person."
Audiences are curious, so creators 'keep 'em fed'
Morgan mapped out extensive plans for a long-form video focused on her festival fashion and several short-form videos.
Like Morgan, many creators go in with a plan for content they want to film during the festival, but as entertainment news host and content creator Louis Levanti said, the key to mastering the festival is a "willingness to adapt." Levanti is a full-time content creator but previously worked in digital video production and media, and he said he takes those skills into his content planning now.

    
"It's important to tell the story from your lens as quickly but as accurately and efficiently as possible," he said. "I do really think of it as a newsroom. I do look at every story as like, 'How do I build this into more than just a headline?'"
Levanti is also attending Coachella this year with YouTube, but he said there's value in using this year's festival to build relationships with other brands for future festivals and opportunities. Some brand deals, like Levanti's past Coachella collaborations with Coca-Cola and Absolut Vodka, can come with restrictions on what content creators can and cannot post and what other brands they can work with. 
"It's a great opportunity where there's no constraints or stress on me to make content, which makes it easier for me to do that while also appealing to more brands," he said. 

While the brands at the festival, the fashion trends and artist lineups change with each year, the constant at Coachella is an insatiable appetite online for any and all festival-related content. And these creators are eager to let their prep work pay off to meet that demand. 
"We want to feed the audience, keep 'em fed, give them good content and have fun while doing it," Morgan said.
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    Young people are turning to old-school hobbies to get off their phones
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            Droves of young people are turning to tactile, analog hobbies and activities, such as needlework and mahjong, as a means of escaping technology and reconnecting with creativity and exploration.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Emma MacTaggart, founder of What's the Stitch needlepoint business, is photographed in her studio, in New York, Monday, Feb. 9, 2026. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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            Emma MacTaggart, founder of What's the Stitch needlepoint business, is photographed in her studio, in New York, Monday, Feb. 9, 2026. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Emma MacTaggart, founder of What's the Stitch needlepoint business, is photographed in her studio, in New York, Monday, Feb. 9, 2026. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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[image: Emma MacTaggart, founder of What's the Stitch needlepoint business, works on a needlepoint in her studio, in New York, Monday, Feb. 9, 2026. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)]
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            Emma MacTaggart, founder of What's the Stitch needlepoint business, works on a needlepoint in her studio, in New York, Monday, Feb. 9, 2026. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)
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            KAITLYN HUAMANI

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- By age 23, Emma MacTaggart was already noticing how rare her free time was -- and how it was seldom screen-free. 
She was working long hours in investment banking and once she was finally able to log off after work, she would turn to her phone. Along with her roommates, she decided to hunt for a hobby that would replace that habit. They became "hooked" on needlepoint, she said, a practice she had briefly learned from relatives as a child, but one that she hadn't picked up in years. And she hasn't turned back since. 
"It was a really therapeutic way to kind of distract yourself from either work or stress, but also just do something with your hands instead of doomscrolling," she said. "We became completely obsessed."
MacTaggart is part of a throng of young people who are turning to analog hobbies and activities as a means of escaping technology and reconnecting with childlike creativity and exploration. Somewhat ironically, this analog movement has been galvanized by its trendiness on social media.

    
Some of these hobbies -- knitting, gardening and, of course, needlepoint -- have been ascribed the term "grandma hobbies" online, referring to the older demographic that's often been associated with them. But many other offline, tactile hobbies, like pottery, origami and even blacksmithing, have gained traction online with Gen-Z and millennials recently. 
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[image: FILE -Field Museum and Chicago's skyline is seen from Soldier Field prior to an NFL preseason football game between the Chicago Bears and the Tennessee Titans, Aug. 12, 2023, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Kamil Krzaczynski, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                The world's oldest octopus fossil isn't an octopus after all, scientists say
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Geologist Tuomas Pere walks down a disposal tunnel inside the Posiva Onkalo nuclear waste repository on the island of Olkiluoto, Finland, Tuesday, Feb. 24, 2026. (AP Photo/James Brooks)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                A 1.9 billion-year-old bedrock will soon house the world's first permanent nuclear waste site
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[image: A young fan holds his baseball as he waits for more autographs from players before a spring training baseball game between the Minnesota Twins and the Atlanta Braves in Fort Myers, Fla., Feb. 22, 2025. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Treated like a king, then smacked into the heavens: Considering the American baseball
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    





    




A younger crowd embraced such hobbies in 2020 when the pandemic left many with more free time. But "grandma hobbies" have persisted beyond a pandemic fad and some seem to be picking up steam in their popularity online.

    
    
    
While she said she may not consider herself a crafty person, MacTaggart, now 26, founded the needlepoint business What's the Stitch and runs popular social media profiles of the same name. After seeing growing interest in her content, she began to build up her business and now sells needlepoint canvases, accessories and digital designs. The flair MacTaggart puts into her creations is a touch of cheeky humor and, occasionally, profanity. 
"It is such a historically buttoned up craft, so it's fun to put a young spin on it," she said. 

    
'Like a video game, but in real life'
Jaime Kurtz, a professor of psychology at James Madison University whose research focuses on happiness, said many of these activities can also help to reduce anxiety and stress, and provide a sense of accomplishment since they require focus and can be challenging. 
"Hobbies are really important, and a lot of us have lost them, or we just don't prioritize them enough, or we think we're too busy," Kurtz said. "But just finding little bits of time to carve out to do these kinds of things is a really wise use of time."
Clara Sherman, who co-founded the company So Bam Fun to "reinvigorate" the game of mahjong with a younger generation, said when she plays the game with friends, she's able to reach a "zen state."
"You kind of feel like you're existing in this little bubble of just myself, my friends and this game we're all enjoying together," she said. "It just really does allow you to shut off the rest of the world."

    
Some young hobbyists are not looking to escape their phones through their activity of choice, but are interested in how modern technology can enhance their experience. 
Isaiah Scott, a birdwatcher, artist and content creator, said the app eBird is a key part of his experience. It allows birders to log and track their observations while also contributing to scientific research and conservation.
It's easy to say his generation is "glued to their phones," Scott said, but that access to technology also "opens so many doors to get involved in hobbies that may have been forgotten about or (are) just difficult to get into otherwise."
Scott, who is based in Savannah, Georgia, said bird watching is akin to the Pokemon games he loved growing up: "It feels like a video game, but in real life." Traveling to different regions is like unlocking a new map, he said, and racking up a high number of species seen is like achieving a high score. Scott has seen about 800 different species himself.

    
Beyond providing him with an enriching hobby, birdwatching set Scott, 22, on a mission to "protect and to conserve our natural world." He founded the nonprofit Rookery and Roots Conservancy and recently purchased a 16-acre parcel of land in Rincon, Georgia, to safeguard wildlife habitats. The purchase was made possible in part because of the platform he's built online. 
Old-school art finds new life, young people find community
Exposure to global audiences online has helped other analog hobbyists build and operate thriving businesses thanks to their social media popularity. Anna Weare, for one, is a full-time blacksmith and farrier, but she's also known online as AnvilAnna. 
She had already been working successfully with a slew of clients when she started posting videos on TikTok and other social platforms, where she's got international reach and enthusiasm. Weare thinks some of the shine on blacksmithing and other centuries-old practices could be due to fatigue over a hyper-digitalized world and poorly made products. The waitlist to snag Weare's coveted one-piece spurs, which are recognized for their durability and rarity, is about a year long.

    
"People, now more than ever, are realizing that things made in factories or mass produced, they wear out so quickly," Weare, 27, said. Whether they're buying products she made or inspired by her content to pick up the hammer themselves, Weare said "people want longevity, and this craft has been around for so long for a reason."
Many crafters and hobbyists also feel a strong sense of community among their peers.
Kristie Landing created Verse & Sip, a platform and collective for poets and poetry lovers, and she posts videos online of letter writing, letter locking, wax seals and origami, among other paper crafts. Landing, 34, said she constantly gets questions from an "active community" of viewers about the type of paper she uses or where she bought her tools, but they're also interested in connecting with each other. 
She recently started a pen pal matching service after receiving an abundance of comments from followers who expressed that they would like to have someone to swap letters with -- particularly someone who would appreciate the care they put into their physical communications, or just admire their penmanship.
Landing also created the Verse & Sip Mail Club, where she sends out an original poem and an accompanying tea monthly to a couple of hundred people across the globe. She hopes her online content will provide viewers with a similar sense of joy and calm as reading a hard copy of a poem over a cup of tea would. 
"I am trying to create slower moments on platforms that are based on really quick, short attention span kind of videos," she said. "These kind of stop you in the scroll." 

Many hobbyists told the AP they don't see their activity of choice as a fad or a temporary trend, but rather as part of a more intentional embrace of the analog world.
As far as the moniker of "grandma hobbies" goes, MacTaggart, for one, welcomes the label.
"I joke with my friends that I have been a grandma my whole life," she said, "so it's only fitting that this is now my career."
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    For Chinese visa-seekers in the US, the path to good fortune lies in ... Chick-fil-A?




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Chick-fil-A employees lower a U.S. flag outside their restaurant on Thursday, Sept. 13, 2018. (Alan Campbell/Rocky Mount Telegram via AP)]
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            Chick-fil-A employees lower a U.S. flag outside their restaurant on Thursday, Sept. 13, 2018. (Alan Campbell/Rocky Mount Telegram via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Chick-fil-A fast food restaurant in Atlanta on July 19, 2012. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)]
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            A Chick-fil-A fast food restaurant in Atlanta on July 19, 2012. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)
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            FU TING

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        ARLINGTON, Va. (AP) -- On a recent weekend afternoon, at a Chinese comedy show in northern Virginia, the host asked the audience, "What food do you like?" The loudest answer echoed through the hall: "Chick-fil-A!"
"You still haven't gotten your H-1B lottery, ha?" quipped the host, citing the most popular work visa among Chinese students.
It's an easy-to-get joke in the Chinese student community, where those eager for U.S. visas believe their chances at success might hinge upon something unexpected: an American chicken sandwich and the company behind it. 
Chick-fil-A has no branches in China. But the brand has enticed Chinese students in the U.S. for a simple reason: "Chick-fil-A" sounds like "check files." In a culture that puts great stock in soundalike words and numbers, it is believed to bring good luck to those with complicated visa applications.

    
"It feels like I am one step closer to the green card after having a Chick-fil-A meal," says Zhou Yilu, an AI software engineer in his late 30s who lives in Wilmington, Delaware.
Since arriving in the United States as a student 14 years ago, Zhou has had a roller-coaster experience with his visa status. He was repeatedly asked to add paperwork while switching among four types of visas, one of which was approved days ahead of its expiration. That was when Zhou turned to the popular poultry purveyor. 



    
        




    




No one can say who originally had the idea, but it has been kicking around the Chinese student community for years, especially for visa applications such as the H-1B, which is based on a lottery system and has become harder to secure. 

    
    
    
Some 3D-print the Chick-fil-A logo on coasters. Some embroider the logo into a small cross-stitch pendant for key chains. Others set Chick-fil-A's logo as their profile picture on social media, sometimes converting it from red to green -- as in green card. 
Chick-fil-A didn't respond to emails seeking comment.

    
They believe they're one wordplay away from 'stay'
Chinese people, particularly younger ones, have long been enthusiastic about wordplay. 
On the night before Christmas, for example, eating apples -- "pingguo" in Mandarin -- flourishes because the word echoes "ping'an ye," which means Christmas Eve. Brides carry lettuce bouquets because lettuce -- "shengcai" -- sounds like "getting rich." Who doesn't like catching that at a wedding? A much older use of wordplay lies in Chinese people's aversion to the number four, which sounds like the word for death in Mandarin. 
The Chick-fil-A superstition reflects how difficult it is for immigrants to overcome the obstacles to work legally in the U.S., even for those with prestigious educational backgrounds and high-level job titles.
More than 46,000 Chinese students and workers were approved for H-1B visas in 2024. Approved Chinese applicants account for 11.7%, the second-largest group by country, after India at 70%. 
Fan Wu, a data scientist living in Indianapolis, didn't win his H-1B lottery despite changing his social media profile picture to the fast-food chain's red logo and traveling to Hawaii to pray at a Japanese Taoist temple. 

    
"I was forced to turn to these mysteries," he says. "The lottery itself is a matter of chance. It depends on luck, and we need another mystery to echo it."
It goes beyond chicken. The need for better fortune in visa lotteries has given rise to a new profession -- agents who pray in temples across the Pacific on behalf of others. 
When the students reach out to 24-year-old Meng Yanqing in Beijing, across the world, through the social media platform Xiaohongshu, Meng lines up to enter and pray at the popular Lama Temple, holding a paper between his palms that expresses his wish for an H-1B visa. That involves "precise positioning" with their personal information, such as passport numbers and birthdays.
"I respect them, they have their demands, and I offer the service," says Meng, who also helps his clients buy consecrated bracelets from the temple and send them across the Pacific to the U.S. "I truly hope the best for them."

    
The visa issue is always looming
The Trump administration's abrupt decision to impose a $100,000 fee on H-1B visas a few months ago stunned Chinese students and workers, created chaos and fostered a more chilling atmosphere. It was later explained that it only applied to the new visas. But the roller-coaster experience added anxiousness to a landscape for Chinese students that already includes language and cultural barriers and a tight job market. 
Some experts believe employers' sponsorship of green cards through visas like H-1B is why the United States can attract some of the best and brightest.
"A real talent pipeline," says Juliet Gelatt, associate director of U.S. Program under Migration Policy Institute based in Washington, "we've really benefited as a country and as an economy from bringing in smart young people from all around the world, including from China."

    
The air of suspicion surrounding Chinese immigrants, especially in high-tech industries, makes it even harder. Experts warn that it reduces the U.S.'s ability to attract international talent.
One manager at a new energy company in his late 20s finally changed his profile picture to the chicken logo after months of waiting for his visa. Like many Chinese, he would give only his surname, Yang, and otherwise spoke anonymously, fearing trouble with his visa status. Of his status in the United States, he says, "It feels like living under someone else's roof."
The United States limits participation in the H-1B visa lottery. STEM majors are eligible for three years of optional practical training under their F-1 student visa, while other majors are eligible for one year. After that, they turn to Chick-fil-A while seeking a work visa to continue their work in the United States.
For Harriet Peng, a data analyst living in northern Virginia, eating a chicken sandwich and having the company's T-shirt on the back of her chair weren't enough. After losing the lottery repeatedly, she went to a temple in upstate New York to pray in person -- or, as she puts it, to "make some efforts using scientific materialist methods in metaphysics."

The temple contains many sculptures of gods, each representing a particular aspect of life, such as fortune or childbirth. There is, she says, no god for visas. 
Nevertheless, Peng jokes, "I knelt in front of almost every god and prayed, in case they all know each other."
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    In post-WWII America, the Levittown house was a house for all -- as long as you weren't Black




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Two police patrol on the sidewalk, far left, in front of the newly-purchased home of William Myers, a black man who bought the house in this all-white community in Levittown, Penn, Aug. 16, 1957. (AP Photo/Bill Ingraham, File)]
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            Two police patrol on the sidewalk, far left, in front of the newly-purchased home of William Myers, a black man who bought the house in this all-white community in Levittown, Penn, Aug. 16, 1957. (AP Photo/Bill Ingraham, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: State police carrying riot sticks push back residents in Levittown, Pa., near the home of Mr. and Mrs. William Myers, the first black family to move into this planned community of previously all-white residents, Aug. 20, 1957. One man was arrested in what police said was a rock throwing in which a state trooper was struck. (AP Photo/Sam Myers, File)]
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            State police carrying riot sticks push back residents in Levittown, Pa., near the home of Mr. and Mrs. William Myers, the first black family to move into this planned community of previously all-white residents, Aug. 20, 1957. One man was arrested in what police said was a rock throwing in which a state trooper was struck. (AP Photo/Sam Myers, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An aerial view of Levittown, showing its $30,000,000 development of over 10,000 new homes on Long Island, 25 miles from New York, Feb. 25, 1950. (AP Photo, File)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            An aerial view of Levittown, showing its $30,000,000 development of over 10,000 new homes on Long Island, 25 miles from New York, Feb. 25, 1950. (AP Photo, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: William Myers is served coffee by his wife Daisy in their new home in Levittown, Penn., Aug. 19, 1957, after they became the first black family to move into the 15,000-home all-white community. (AP Photo/Sam Myers, File)]
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            William Myers is served coffee by his wife Daisy in their new home in Levittown, Penn., Aug. 19, 1957, after they became the first black family to move into the 15,000-home all-white community. (AP Photo/Sam Myers, File)
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                                        They weren't the most impressive-looking houses: boxy and small, two bedrooms with a living room and kitchen, no basement, tossed up one after another in assembly-line fashion.
For certain families in the years after WWII, though, they were perfect -- a chance to have a home of one's own, an answer to a serious housing shortage. So was born Levittown, about 40 miles outside of New York City on Long Island. It grew to more than 17,000 houses, the first wholly planned American suburb.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An aerial view of Levittown, showing its $30,000,000 development of over 10,000 new homes on Long Island, 25 miles from New York, Feb. 25, 1950. (AP Photo, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    An aerial view of Levittown, showing its $30,000,000 development of over 10,000 new homes on Long Island, 25 miles from New York, Feb. 25, 1950. (AP Photo, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
Developer William Levitt wasn't the first builder to use mass-production methods to build homes that were accessible to the middle class, but "nobody was building on the scale that he did," says Ed Berenson, professor of history at New York University and author of "Perfect Communities: Levitt, Levittown and the Dream of White Suburbia."
Levitt started out with 2,000 homes, unsure of what the demand would be. About three times that many people signed up, so eager were returning veterans for their own homes. The Federal Housing Authority played a part as well, guaranteeing mortgages.

    
    
    
But the first Levittown and others that he built, and suburbs developed by others, weren't open to all. Federal backing of mortgages was aimed at white buyers, in white communities, not Black buyers. Levitt refused to sell to Black families and included restrictive covenants that barred those who bought the homes from reselling to Black people.

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: William Myers is served coffee by his wife Daisy in their new home in Levittown, Penn., Aug. 19, 1957, after they became the first black family to move into the 15,000-home all-white community. (AP Photo/Sam Myers, File)]
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[image: State police carrying riot sticks push back residents in Levittown, Pa., near the home of Mr. and Mrs. William Myers, the first black family to move into this planned community of previously all-white residents, Aug. 20, 1957. One man was arrested in what police said was a rock throwing in which a state trooper was struck. (AP Photo/Sam Myers, File)]
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That's left a legacy in a country where the biggest financial asset for many Americans has been their homes, Berenson says. 

"What Levitt did by creating these exclusively white communities is he set up a structure that still exists today, and it's a structure that has really maintained racial inequality, even more than class inequality," Berenson says. "It's not nearly as bad as it was, but it still exists." 
___
Part of a recurring series, "American Objects," marking the 250 anniversary of the United States. 
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    Miniature art transforms an alley into a surrealist wonderland at 'Mississippi's Tiniest Museum'
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            The Hattiesburg Pocket Museum, which started as a way to spread joy during the covid-19 pandemic, has since drawn more than 300,000 visitors eager to explore the alley's often colorful, sometimes hidden displays. (AP Video by Sophie Bates)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Two figurines canoe down a painted pipe at the Hattiesburg Pocket Museum, in Hattiesburg, Miss., on Wednesday, March 25, 2026. (AP Photo/Sophie Bates)]
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            Two figurines canoe down a painted pipe at the Hattiesburg Pocket Museum, in Hattiesburg, Miss., on Wednesday, March 25, 2026. (AP Photo/Sophie Bates)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A woman walks through the Hattiesburg Pocket Museum, in Hattiesburg, Miss., on Wednesday, March 25, 2026. (AP Photo/Sophie Bates)]
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            A woman walks through the Hattiesburg Pocket Museum, in Hattiesburg, Miss., on Wednesday, March 25, 2026. (AP Photo/Sophie Bates)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Vicki Taylor, the assistant curator of the Hattiesburg Pocket Museum, talks inside her workshop, in Hattiesburg, Miss., on Wednesday, March 25, 2026. (AP Photo/Sophie Bates)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            4 of 6 | 
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[image: A concealed display shows a cat typing on a computer at the Hattiesburg Pocket Museum, in Hattiesburg, Miss., on Wednesday, March 25, 2026. (AP Photo/Sophie Bates)]
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[image: Two boys stare at figurines at the Hattiesburg Pocket Museum, in Hattiesburg, Miss., on Wednesday, March 25, 2026. (AP Photo/Sophie Bates)]
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                                        HATTIESBURG, Miss. (AP) -- In the cramped backroom of a theater, Vicki Taylor glues together tiny figurines that peer over electrical boxes, canoe down drainage pipes and hide in nooks and crannies waiting to be found by someone curious enough to get on their hands and knees to search.
Taylor and her husband, Rick, opened the Hattiesburg Pocket Museum -- also known as "Mississippi's Tiniest Museum" -- in 2020, hoping to bring joy and traffic to the city's downtown during the COVID-19 shutdown. The surreal scenes she creates have helped transform a gray, smelly alley into a major community hub and tourist destination.
"You may come feeling down, but you're going to leave excited," said Brianna Moore, who lives in Hattiesburg and routinely brings her two sons to the free museum. "My boys love it."
The museum started as a small window display facing into the alley behind Hattiesburg's Saenger Theater. It has since grown to include a tiny art gallery, a movie theater, colorful murals, a keychain and DVD exchange, a rainbow bridge for the collars of departed pets, and a motion-activated dance spot that plays music along with disco lighting.

    
"It is the average alley that is in everyone's town," Taylor said. "It just took, like, looking at it in a different way to envision what it could be." 



    
        




    




Taylor's husband is the executive director of the Hattiesburg Convention Commission, which runs the museum and the theater. The organization estimates more than 300,000 people have visited since the museum opened, coinciding with a more than 40% increase in Hattiesburg's tourism economy, according to Visit Hattiesburg CEO Marlo Dorsey.

    
    
    
Dorsey credited the growth to a concerted effort by city leaders to develop and promote the city's culture, recreational activities and art scene, including an initiative to paint 100 murals across the city. 
Unique attractions like the Hattiesburg Pocket Museum and the nearby Lucky Rabbit, a massive vintage store known for its creative displays, also attract visitors, Dorsey said. 

    
Tony Lymon, who has lived in Hattiesburg since 1990, said he has watched a "monumental rebirth" in the city's downtown over the past decade. He recently opened eYrthBeat Coffee Company a short walk from the museum, and believes the downtown attractions help bring customers to his shop. 
The pocket museum has also served as a proving ground for local artists. Gabby Smith, who has painted several murals in the alley, said it helped her build confidence as she was pivoting to pursue art as a full-time career. She now watches her children run through the alley, pointing at various murals and asking, "Mommy, did you paint that one too?"
"This is a city that believes in art and believes in artists," said Shaw Ingram, who opened Wax Fantastic Records downtown in November. "There's nowhere else I would want to open this business."

Back in her workshop, Taylor marvels at how popular the museum has become. She thought it would peter out after the pandemic. Now, she spends much of her time curating the museum's constantly changing exhibits. But her time and energy are well worth the effort, she said, to help show more people the city she loves. 
"Hattiesburg is not a beach town, and it doesn't have mountains," Taylor said. "There's got to be something to get people to come off the highway." 
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    From 'BuddhaBot' to $1.99 chats with AI Jesus, the faith-based tech boom is here
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            The faith-based AI market is expanding, with tools for various religions. As AI tools designed with religion in mind become increasingly common, many are reckoning with how these technologies shape their relationship to faith and spiritual guidance. (AP Video: Krysta Fauria, Ayaka McGill)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this image from video provided by Just Like Me in April 2026, the company's co-founder and investor Jeff Tinsley, bottom right, interacts with an AI-generated Jesus. (Just Like Me via AP)]
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[image: Zen Buddhist priest Roshi Jundo Cohen conducts a meditation practice of Zazen in Tsukuba, Japan on Feb. 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)]
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[image: Zen Buddhist priest Roshi Jundo Cohen interacts with AI avatar Emi Jido at his Zen meditation hall in Tsukuba, Japan on Feb. 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)]
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[image: Christian software engineer Cameron Pak poses for portrait Wednesday, April 8, 2026, in Santa Clara, Calif. (AP Photo/Nic Coury)]
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            KRYSTA FAURIA and JESSIE WARDARSKI

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        CAMARILLO, Calif. (AP) -- For some evangelical Christians, faith is about having a personal relationship with Jesus. At $1.99 per minute, the tech company Just Like Me is taking that concept to a new level.
Users of the platform can join video calls with an avatar of Jesus generated by artificial intelligence. Like other religious AI tools on the market, it offers words of prayer and encouragement in various languages. With the occasional glitch, it remembers previous conversations and speaks through not-quite-synced lips.
"You do feel a little accountable to the AI," CEO Chris Breed said. "They're your friend. You've made an attachment."
The rush to create faith-based generative AI is unsurprising, given the popularity of chatbots for everything from therapy and medical advice to companionship and romance. They range from alleged Hindu gurus and Buddhist priests to AI Jesuses and chatbots akin to OpenAI's ChatGPT for Catholics. 
As religious AI tools become increasingly common, many people are reckoning with how these technologies shape their relationship to faith, authority and spiritual guidance.

    
A faith-based AI gold rush
Christian software engineer Cameron Pak developed criteria to help believers interrogate apps designed for Christians -- like that it must clearly identify itself as AI and "must not fabricate or misrepresent Scripture." 
There are other deal-breakers: "AI cannot pray for you, because the AI is not alive."
Pak also developed a website featuring curated Christian apps that he believes meet the criteria, including a sermon translator and an AI coach designed to help users overcome lust. "AI, especially if you give it all the tools that it needs, it can be so helpful. But it also can be so dangerous," Pak said.


Some models have been shut down or overhauled because they generated misinformation or raised worries about data privacy, said Beth Singler, an anthropologist who studies religion and AI at the University of Zurich. Aside from practical concerns, people from many faiths are grappling with larger philosophical questions about what sort of role, if any, AI should play in religion.

    
    
    
Islam, for example, has "prohibitions against representations of humanoids," prompting discussions among some Muslims about whether AI in general should be "forbidden," Singler said.

    
For some companies, faith-based apps are proselytization tools, while others help digitize and sift through ancient texts.
Breed, who runs his tech company with co-founder and investor Jeff Tinsley from a Southern California mansion, said he seeks to share a message of hope with young people. 
He said their model was trained on the King James Bible and sermons -- though they haven't identified the preachers -- and was visually inspired by actor Jonathan Roumie of "The Chosen." A package deal at $49.99 gets users 45 minutes per month.
With warm golden light accenting its shoulder-length hair, the avatar blinks slowly from a vertical screen, pausing before it answers a question about the relationship between AI and religion. 
"I see AI as a tool that can help people explore Scripture," the AI Jesus said to The Associated Press. "Like a lamp that lights a path while we walk with God."

    
Integrating religion and AI comes with hope and fear
The extent to which people are using religious AI tools is unclear, Singler said. But as AI becomes more integrated into society, concerns mount over its impact on mental health and the need for guardrails and regulation. Recent lawsuits have alleged suicides linked to AI chatbot use.
Some developers fear religion will be exploited in this new frontier of tech. "There's a lot of opportunism, I think, in the religious space. People see it's a big market," said Matthew Sanders, the Rome-based founder of Longbeard, a tech company helping to digitize ancient Catholic teachings.
Sanders warns against what he calls "AI wrappers," where companies put an interface catered to religious users on top of an existing AI model that hasn't been trained on specific religious texts. "You call it a Catholic or Christian AI without any other scaffolding or grounding," he said.

    
One of the company's endeavors is Magisterium AI, a chatbot trained on 2,000 years of Catholic information, made in response to Christians using ChatGPT for religious guidance. 
While Pope Leo XIV has acknowledged the "human genius" behind AI, he also deemed it one of the most critical matters facing humanity. Last year he warned artificial intelligence could negatively impact people's intellectual, neurological and spiritual development.
Ethical questions surrounding the creation of religious AI platforms are among the reasons beingAI's founder Jeanne Lim has not released its AI named Emi Jido -- a nonhuman Buddhist priest -- after years of training and development.
"She's kind of like a little child," Lim said. "If you give birth to a child, you don't just throw them out to the world and then hope that they become good people. You have to train them and give them values."

    
The bot was ordained in a 2024 ceremony performed by Roshi Jundo Cohen, a Zen Buddhist priest who continues to train it from his home in Japan. He envisions the bot eventually becoming a hologram.
"She's just meant to be a Zen teacher in your pocket," Cohen said. "It's not meant to replace human interactions."
Lim, who hopes to make Emi Jido publicly available for free, wants to help create more humane AI systems. She'd like to see more diversity, with AI's future determined not just by a few companies informed by "Western values."
Seiji Kumagai, a Kyoto University professor and Buddhist theologian, believed AI and religion were incompatible. But he put aside his doubts when challenged by a monk in 2014 to help combat a decline in the faith.
His team developed BuddhaBot, which was trained solely on early Buddhist scriptures, such as Suttanipata. Its most recent iteration, BuddhaBot Plus, also incorporates OpenAI's ChatGPT.
When talking to the bot, a simple Buddha icon appears, hovering over an image of a flowing river.
But chatbots lack the physicality crucial for Buddhist ritual. So in February, the university, collaborating with tech ventures Teraverse and XNOVA, unveiled Buddharoid, a humanoid robot monk meant to eventually assist clergy.
Like Emi Jido, these chatbots are functioning but not yet publicly available. Kumagai says the product is available by request, and the reason why one group has access to it in Bhutan.
Concerns surrounding religious AI
Peter Hershock of the Humane AI Initiative at the East-West Center in Honolulu sees vast potential for these tools. But the practicing Buddhist also finds the relationship between spirituality and AI to be fraught.
"The perfection of effort is crucial to Buddhist spirituality. An AI is saying, 'We can take some of the effort out,'" he said. "'You can get anywhere you want, including your spiritual summit.' That's dangerous."
Some also worry about AI's ability to manipulate or prey upon people, especially as the technology improves.
Graham Martin, a podcast host and atheist, said he's played around with some apps, including one called Text With Jesus. "It came up with very good answers," he said.
But Martin was alarmed when AI-powered Jesus started encouraging him to upgrade to a premium version. Though not a person of faith, he's concerned some people will be duped by religious AI.
"I grew up with Southern U.S. televangelism ... Jim and Tammy Faye Bakker and all that crowd. And all they had to do was get on TV once a week and tell you to send money," he said. "We've seen people around the world getting into emotional relationships with AIs. Now imagine that that's your lord and savior, Jesus Christ."
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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                    Religion

    In Congo, an unconventional Christian movement has existential lessons for the troubled nation




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Chantal Makanga, a flutist who performs with the Kimbanguist Church choir, poses at a reception center for the faithful in Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Sunday, April 5, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodney Muhumuza)]
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[image: Kimbanguist Church members attend Easter Sunday service at a reception center for the faithful in Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Sunday, April 5, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodney Muhumuza)]
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[image: Toussaint Mungwala, a Kimbanguist pastor from the province of Kuilu, poses at a reception center for the faithful in Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Sunday, April 5, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodney Muhumuza)]
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[image: Paul Kasonga, a Kimbanguist pastor from the province of Mongala, poses at a reception center for the faithful in Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Sunday, April 5, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodney Muhumuza)]
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[image: Andre Kibangudi, a Kimbanguist Church leader, poses at a reception center for the faithful in Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Sunday, April 5, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodney Muhumuza)]
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[image: Kimbanguist Church members attend Easter Sunday service at a reception center for the faithful in Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Sunday, April 5, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodney Muhumuza)]
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[image: Bwatshia Kambayi, a Congolese scholar and former higher education minister who has written about Kimbanguism, poses at his home in Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Sunday, April 5, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodney Muhumuza)]
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[image: Kimbanguist Church members gather for Easter Sunday service at a reception center for the faithful in Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Sunday, April 5, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodney Muhumuza)]
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                                        KINSHASA, Congo (AP) -- The founder of one of Africa's largest independent churches spent 30 years in jail and died a prisoner, banished far from his home by Belgian colonial authorities who judged his activities to be dangerous.
Unexpectedly, Simon Kimbangu's religious movement spread across Congo and prospered enough that it now has followers even in Belgium, with pilgrims visiting a quaint village south of the Congolese capital of Kinshasa to pay homage to him. 
April 6 has been marked in Congo as Kimbangu Day since 2023, a holiday to celebrate the "struggle of Simon Kimbangu and African consciousness." Some see him as the Nelson Mandela of Central Africa, with comparable suffering but not nearly the fame. 
If Kimbangu's articulation of a home-grown theology of Black liberation appealed to many Congolese in violent colonial times, now his message resonates differently as Congo faces instability stemming from a violent rebellion in the east. 

    
Some Congolese say Kimbangu's movement -- nonviolent, independent, well-organized and resilient -- can be a positive example for a nation facing perhaps its worst territorial crisis since independence in 1960. Others say the spirit of sacrifice that Kimbangu embodied should be emulated by Congo's leaders.



    
        




    




"The first challenge for African leaders, or Congolese leaders, is that they are not free," said Bwatshia Kambayi, a historian of Congo who sees similarities in the struggles of Mandela and Kimbangu. "African leaders, they do not realize that they have a slavery mindset. We are independent, but we are not free."

    
    
    
A far-flung, multi-million-member movement
The Kimbanguist Church, officially known as the Church of Jesus Christ on Earth Through the Prophet Simon Kimbangu, is a revival movement. It is believed to have anywhere between 6 and 17 million members, most of them Congolese. Its spiritual seat is Nkamba, a town southwest of Kinshasa that believers call the New Jerusalem.
Although its primary teachings refer to the Bible, the Kimbanguist Church is distinguished by its veneration of Kimbangu as the Black embodiment of the Holy Spirit. Fiercely independent, the church maintains a hierarchical structure and is currently in its third generation of leadership.
The Kimbanguist Church prohibits polygamy, which is socially accepted in Congo. It encourages peaceful ways of resolving conflict among members. A sense of good neighborliness is witnessed in the sharing of foodstuffs for communal events, and the church has invested widely in schools and other social enterprises. Women can rise to positions of authority.

    
"Women are ministering in the church. They have a key role to play because the church is so thankful for what the wife of Simon Kimbangu did when her husband was in prison," said Andre Kibangudi, a church elder. "We should have more female leadership."
Congo in 1921 was a Belgian colony, the source of raw materials like rubber, timber and minerals that paid for the reconstruction of Belgium after World War I. Kimbangu, a lay Baptist catechist, was an unlikely candidate for leadership. Even though he urged his followers to pay taxes, his religious idea proved too provocative for authorities.

    
Kimbangu identified God with Nzambi, the deity in the Kikongo language, and presented himself as God's envoy on Earth. This implied the Blackness of God, subverting cultural representations of the deity as white and possibly European. All the trembling, as Kimbangu touched the sick, alarmed European settlers and reassured the plantation workers who trekked to Nkamba in search of healing. 
But he led his ministry for only five months. Facing insurrection charges, Kimbangu was sentenced to death. King Albert I of Belgium commuted the punishment to life imprisonment, and the prophet was exiled to present-day Lubumbashi, about 1,000 miles (1,600 kilometers) away.
Few photos were taken of Kimbangu, who was 64 when he died in 1951. In the stylized photo of him presented in official files, he wears the austere garb of a prisoner, baldheaded and looking quizzical. Sometimes he is painted next to his wife, Marie Muilu, who led the movement until her youngest son, Joseph Diangienda Kuntima, took over in 1959. Kuntima was succeeded by his brother in 1992. The group's leader since 2001 is Simon Kimbangu Kiangani, a grandson of the founder.

    
On Easter Sunday, as Kimbanguists prepared for the next day's holiday, church members at the Kinshasa branch chanted "Simon Kimbangu Kiangani oyee," praising the leader who was not among them. The group composes its own sacred music, lilting songs that prompt women in green-and-white wraparounds to vigorously shake their bodies. Some in the group were boarding church-owned buses that would take them to Nkamba.
The church's rules forbid "dating a married man," said Chantal Makanga, a widow, citing what she considered a striking example of Kimbanguism's values. "It's not bad to fall in love or to date me, if the final goal is to get married."

    
Border tensions fueling Congo's crisis
President Felix Tshisekedi's major challenge is the armed conflict in eastern Congo, where the largest city, Goma, has been controlled by rebels since January 2025. Those rebels, the Rwanda-backed M23, have effectively carved off the mineral-rich North Kivu province and caused the flight of hundreds of thousands, provoking fear of secession and forcing the president to seek drastic measures.
Notably, Tshisekedi has offered U.S. companies access to eastern Congo's minerals -- mostly untapped and estimated to be worth $24 trillion -- as a bargaining chip for U.S. support to secure eastern Congo. 
But some critics predict an intensification of the problem with the entry of a big new rival for resources into eastern Congo, where the Chinese have long been active in mineral extraction. Some lawyers and activists have filed a petition arguing that a mineral partnership with the U.S. threatens Congo's sovereignty, and the leader of the National Episcopal Conference likened such a partnership to "selling off the minerals of an entire nation to save a regime or a political system."
Tshisekedi has embraced Kimbanguists; his prime minister, Judith Suminwa, is one of them. That's an indicator of the government's respect for Kimbangu as a champion of Black emancipation and highlights the Kimbanguist movement's importance as a source of votes.
"The church today is very dynamic, very influential," said Paul Kasonga, a Kimbanguist pastor of millions in Mongala province.
What Congo's leaders can learn from Kimbangu "is that the guy didn't work for himself. He sacrificed himself to free people who had been in slavery, who had been suffering," Kasonga said.
Kambayi, the scholar and former minister of higher education, said the elite running Congo "are poor men who want to live as rich people."
"This is not the fight of Simon Kimbangu," he said. "None of them has reached the level of fighting for people's freedom, for people's liberty."
Toussaint Mungwala, pastor of Kimbanguists in Kwilu province, said he felt the force of Kimbangu's legacy back in 1981 when he saw a German priest praying while holding a picture of Kimbangu and Muilu. The sight intrigued him and drew him to the Kimbanguist Church.
Five years later, Mungwala converted from Catholicism, convinced that Kimbangu was on the side of the people.
"The lesson that people can learn from the church is that the prophet, the founding prophet, fought for people's rights," he said.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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    A project to save rural synagogues grows from Maine to Montana
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            The Center for Small Town Jewish Life at Colby College is growing as Passover ends this year. The center began a decade ago with a goal of supporting Jewish congregations that are far from big cities. (AP Video: Patrick Whittle)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Volunteer Marlene Ring spreads a table cloth while preparing a room for a passover meal Monday, March 30, 2026, at the Beth Israel Synagogue in Waterville, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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[image: Rabbi Rachel Issacs, right, talks with Marlene Ring Monday, March 30, 2026, at the Beth Israel Synagogue in Waterville, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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[image: The Beth Israel Synagogue, which was established in 1902, is seen Monday, March 30, 2026, at in Waterville, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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[image: Colby College students Hannah Rothenberg, left, Ava Shapiro, right, and Becca Hoffman, prepare chicken for a passover meal Monday, March 30, 2026, at the Beth Israel Synagogue in Waterville, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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                                        WATERVILLE, Maine (AP) -- Rabbi Rachel Isaacs spent the days leading up to Passover overseeing the preparation of ceremonial foods at Beth Israel Congregation, a synagogue in central Maine where membership has quadrupled over the last 15 years.
These days, growing congregations is very much on Isaacs' mind, as she's leading a movement to strengthen rural synagogues and Jewish communities around the country. They've reached dozens, and they're hoping for many more.
"Rural Jewish life is important for the Jewish people and it's important for rural America," Isaacs said. "Those people deserve to be served and shepherded."
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Isaacs is executive director of the Center for Small Town Jewish Life at Colby College, a liberal arts school in Waterville, Maine. The center began a decade ago with a goal of supporting Jewish congregations that are far from big cities and it has grown to run programs for more than 60 communities in 22 states.

    
A little less than 2.4% of Americans are Jewish. Of those millions of people, one in eight lives outside a major urban area, and the center exists to help them thrive, Isaacs said.

    
    
    
The center's work is taking place at a vital time, as there are roughly 20% fewer synagogues in America than there were in 1990, according to data compiled by Alanna E. Cooper, a Jewish studies professor at Case Western Reserve University in Ohio. The trend is even more pronounced in rural America, where aging populations and the relocations of residents has hit congregations hard.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Colby College students Hannah Rothenberg, left, Ava Shapiro, right, and Becca Hoffman, prepare chicken for a passover meal Monday, March 30, 2026, at the Beth Israel Synagogue in Waterville, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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The outreach to rural synagogues is also happening as Jewish Americans confront a rising tide of antisemitism and violent attacks against Jewish communities. The Anti-Defamation League noted a nearly 900% increases in antisemitic incidents for the decade ending 2024. Some of the states with a high rate of incidents include largely rural states like Maine, New Hampshire and Wyoming, the ADL's report said.

    
The center's work can help reverse that trend, Isaacs said.
"You have more Jews that experience joy, who can locate strength, form connections with other Jews across the country and around the world," Isaacs said. "In a world of rising antisemitism it's more and more important that Jewish communities are joyful, strong and connected."
Since forming, the center has helped congregations from Maine to California, Montana and Texas.
From Maine to Montana
Isaacs is also the rabbi at Beth Israel, a century-old synagogue down the road from Colby that is the only one within 20 miles of the college. The synagogue has grown along with the center, but the Center for Small Town Jewish Life's work stretches far beyond Maine, she said.
And congregations that have relied on the center said its contributions are vital in a country where the Jewish population has overwhelmingly been urban since the early days of immigration. In Helena, Montana, Rebecca Stanfel, the executive director of the Montana Jewish Project, said the center was instrumental in helping bring together the relatively small Jewish community in her vast state. 

    
Linking far-flung faith communities together is critically important in a place like Montana, Stanfel said.
"In Helena, we have no choice but to rely on volunteers. And if we want to have something like a seder, High Holidays, it's got to come from the community," Stanfel said. "That is also a really important model for people outside rural America."
A plan to help
The center assists congregations through three strategies designed to boost rural synagogues. One is Makom, a two-year mentorship program for rabbis earlier in their service to rural synagogues.
Another trains lay leaders to lead prayer and support congregations, which helps them thrive without a full-time rabbi. The third is board leadership coaching, which trains synagogue presidents and boards on how to manage small town Jewish institutions.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Rabbi Rachel Issacs, right, talks with Marlene Ring Monday, March 30, 2026, at the Beth Israel Synagogue in Waterville, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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Rabbi Lisa Rappaport, who leads Congregation Beth Israel in Chico, California, was among the first to go through the Makom program. Rural rabbis often lead the only Jewish congregation in town, and that makes the work "special and it's beautiful and it's challenging," she said.

    
Strengthening rural communities
The Makom fellowship program lifts up rural rabbis to that challenge, Rappaport said.
"We have felt very validated as rabbis in small communities that our work is as important," she said.
In Waterville, volunteers ranging from Colby students to retirees were getting ready to host about 100 people for Passover. It might be a small community, but it's a strong and loving one, said Jeff Lovitz, a synagogue member, as he folded napkins.

"We've been here since the early '70s. Our kids went to Hebrew school here," he said. "I think it's important to have a Jewish community in Waterville."
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                    Race and Ethnicity

    Irani-estadounidenses viven con inquietud tras amenazas de Trump a Iran y un fragil alto el fuego




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Zainab Haider sostiene una bandera durante una protesta contra la guerra de Iran, el miercoles 8 de abril de 2026 en Austin, Texas. (Brianna Griffith via AP)]
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[image: Gente marcha mientras participa en una protesta contra la guerra de Estados Unidos e Israel con Iran y contra el conflicto Libano, el miercoles 8 de abril de 2026, en Nueva York. (AP Foto/Ryan Murphy)]
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                                        Zainab Haider conducia el martes de regreso a casa despues del trabajo con sus dos hijos pequenos mientras pensaba en que podria derivar el plazo que el presidente Donald Trump habia fijado para que Iran cediera a las exigencias de Estados Unidos. ?Sus familiares en Iran estarian a salvo o serian borrados del mapa?
Sus emociones eran abrumadoras y oscilaban entre la ansiedad y el miedo, e incluso la soledad, mientras otros parecian seguir con su vida con normalidad pese a lo que podia ser una catastrofe inminente. Al final, Trump no cumplio su amenaza de que "toda una civilizacion morira esta noche", y en su lugar acepto un alto el fuego de dos semanas en la guerra.
Fue otro momento convulso para Haider y para los cientos de miles de iranies que viven en Estados Unidos y que han sido empujados a un estado aparentemente constante de incertidumbre sobre el futuro de Iran y de sus familiares y amigos que aun viven alli.

    
Para muchos, el tono del discurso mas reciente sobre el conflicto ha consumido sus pensamientos, y a menudo les impide avanzar en el trabajo o concentrarse en cualquier otra cosa. Algunos protestan contra la guerra, mientras otros se guardan su opinion sobre lo que ocurre en su pais de origen, observando con ansiedad y preguntandose que podria deparar el futuro.



    
        




    




Haider estuvo entre quienes protestaron el miercoles en Austin, Texas, para pedir el fin de la guerra. Tambien se realizaron concentraciones en Nueva York, Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles y otras ciudades.

    
    
    
Ademas de pronunciarse contra la guerra, Haider cree que movilizarse generara "el tipo de presion que hace mas dificil que Trump vuelva a esa postura agresiva".
"Es un pais enorme", expreso sobre Iran. "Trump nunca va a poder derrotarlo ni borrarlo, pero si es posible causar dano. Es posible hacer algo que afecte a millones de personas, a millones de vidas".

    
Preocupacion por familiares en su pais 
Haider, planificadora municipal y organizadora de la Coalicion Austin por Palestina, comento que escuchar a Trump plantear un ultimatum asi fue aterrador.
No apoya un cambio de regimen, al senalar que eso era algo que debia resolver el pueblo irani, no Estados Unidos. Aun asi, queria alzar la voz aunque llego a Estados Unidos desde Pakistan con sus padres cuando era nina. Conserva recuerdos de las panaderias del vecindario y de las tiendas de jugos que solia visitar con su madre y con sus vecinos.
La irani-estadounidense Sheila Amir dijo que las publicaciones de Trump en redes sociales le dieron miedo en varios aspectos.
Su primera preocupacion era por sus familiares iranies. No ha podido confirmar que esten bien en la ultima semana, en medio de un apagon de internet que ha cubierto al pais.
Pero la escritora, radicada en Carolina del Norte, senalo que tambien le inquietaba que una escalada de la guerra pudiera poner en riesgo a sus familiares en Estados Unidos que estan en el ejercito. Su deber, afirmo, es "servir y proteger a los Estados Unidos de America", no destruir al pueblo de Iran.

    
Sentimientos complejos entre quienes apoyan la guerra
Incluso quienes respaldan los ataques de Estados Unidos que debilitan directamente al gobierno irani estan teniendo dificultades para asimilar las amenazas mas recientes contra civiles.
En las ultimas semanas, Roya Rastegar ha tenido muchas conversaciones dificiles con su familia sobre el conflicto. Rastegar y su esposa son irani-estadounidenses. Rastegar conto que personas de su familia han sido asesinadas por el gobierno irani en las decadas transcurridas desde que la Republica Islamica llego al poder, y que la mayoria de la familia de su esposa sigue en el pais.
Rastegar, cineasta y cofundadora de una organizacion sin fines de lucro a favor de la democracia llamada Iranian Diaspora Collective, dijo que los cambios de rumbo frecuentes han hecho mas dificil explicar el conflicto a sus hijos.
"Es muy dificil aferrarse a la idea de que no sabemos que va a pasar", manifesto.
Rastegar dijo que la guerra ha planteado un dilema moral imposible. Le preocupa profundamente que la intensificacion de los ataques contra Iran pueda causar aun mas dano a los civiles. Pero tambien cree que desescalar la guerra sin desmantelar la Republica Islamica supondra el mayor riesgo para los iranies dentro del pais, que seguirian enfrentando una represion severa y mortal.


    
"Da verdaderas nauseas pensar en mi gente atrapada entre un regimen que todavia los esta matando y un gobierno --el de Estados Unidos-- que esta lanzando este tipo de amenazas", dijo Rastegar.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Democratas se envalentonan al hablar de destituir a Trump tras sus amenazas a Iran




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: El senador democrata por Nueva York Chuck Schumer y el representante democrata por Nueva York Hakeem Jeffries en el Congreso en Washington, el 25 de marzo del 2026. (AP foto/Allison Robbert)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Las amenazas del presidente Donald Trump de borrar del mapa a Iran pusieron fin a la contencion que los democratas habian practicado cuando se trata de la posibilidad de sacarlo del cargo en su segundo mandato.
Por decenas, los democratas salieron a decir que Trump ya no deberia seguir en la Casa Blanca, ya sea mediante el proceso de juicio politico o la 25a Enmienda, que permite al vicepresidente y al gabinete declarar que un presidente ya no esta en condiciones de desempenar el cargo.
El martes, Trump habia amenazado con que "Toda una civilizacion morira esta noche, para no regresar nunca", si no se alcanzaba un acuerdo. Aunque finalmente dio marcha atras en su amenaza y acepto un alto al fuego de dos semanas, el episodio puso de relieve las crecientes exigencias para que los democratas se opongan al presidente republicano en los terminos mas contundentes posibles. Los legisladores senalaron que las llamadas sobre Iran inundaron las oficinas del Congreso.

    
La amplitud de la reaccion democrata subrayo la gravedad de la amenaza de Trump, de aniquilar un pais de mas de 91 millones de habitantes. Tambien sirvio para elevar las apuestas politicas internas de un conflicto que esta lejos de terminar. El gobierno de Trump enfrenta crecientes llamados para testificar sobre la guerra y justificar sus exigencias de cientos de miles de millones de dolares en nuevo gasto militar.



    
        




    




"Un comandante en jefe que realmente tuviera el control nunca se habria metido en este desastre colosal desde el principio", declaro Chuck Schumer, lider democrata del Senado, afirmo en una conferencia de prensa en Nueva York.

    
    
    
A corto plazo, tanto Schumer como el lider democrata de la Camara de Representantes, Hakeem Jeffries, no estan pidiendo el juicio politico sino que presionan a los republicanos para que se sumen y aprueben una legislacion que obligaria a Trump a obtener la aprobacion del Congreso antes de llevar a cabo mas ataques contra Iran. Cualquier intento de destituir a Trump esta condenado al fracaso mientras los republicanos controlen el Congreso.

    
Los democratas de la Camara planean aprovechar una breve sesion el jueves para pedir la aprobacion rapida de la legislacion sobre poderes de guerra, pero el liderazgo republicano probablemente frustrara ese intento.
Jeffries escribio en una carta a los miembros democratas que "seguiremos desatando la maxima presion sobre los republicanos para que pongan el deber patriotico por encima de la lealtad partidista y se unan a los democratas para detener esta locura". 
En la Casa Blanca, la secretaria de prensa Karoline Leavitt defendio la retorica de Trump.
"Creo que fue una amenaza muy, muy fuerte del presidente de Estados Unidos la que llevo al regimen irani a caer de rodillas y pedir un alto el fuego, y a aceptar la reapertura del estrecho de Ormuz", indico Leavitt.

    
Llamadas saturan lineas telefonicas del Congreso
Mientras impulsan su caso contra Trump, los democratas estan respondiendo a las preocupaciones de su propia base y de sus electores. Las oficinas del Congreso fueron bombardeadas con llamadas telefonicas y correos electronicos esta semana, en gran medida de personas alarmadas por la retorica del presidente.
En la Camara, la oficina de la representante Suzan DelBene, democrata por Washington, recibio "un monton" de llamadas y correos electronicos el lunes y el martes, en su mayoria sobre Iran, pero tambien sobre someter a Trump a juicio politico o destituirlo mediante la 25a Enmienda, segun un asesor que no estaba autorizado a hablar sobre la situacion interna de la oficina y pidio el anonimato.
El asesor conto que, cuando el personal en la oficina se tomo un descanso el martes, al regresar una hora despues encontraron 75 mensajes de voz sobre Iran.
"Los telefonos de mi oficina no han dejado de sonar", senalo la representante Maxine Dexter, democrata por Oregon, en una conferencia de prensa en Portland, al instar a sus colegas de la Camara a regresar de inmediato a Washington.
La oficina de Dexter recibio mas llamadas el martes, 257, que las que habia recibido en cualquier periodo de 24 horas desde que el equipo de la legisladora comenzo a llevar el registro.

    
El auge parecio ser organico, mas que una campana orquestada para presionar a los legisladores a actuar.
Aunque algunos grupos externos han estado difundiendo puntos de discusion, incluidos los detalles legales sobre como invocar la 25a Enmienda, no ha habido un esfuerzo organizado para inundar las oficinas del Congreso con un mensaje estrategico, indico un estratega democrata familiarizado con la situacion, quien pidio el anonimato para hablar de conversaciones privadas.
El estratega sostuvo que fue simplemente el "horror" de lo que Trump estaba diciendo, y la magnitud de las amenazas del presidente, lo que parecio haber detonado la movilizacion.
En la derecha politica, varias figuras destacadas, incluida la exrepresentante Marjorie Taylor Greene de Georgia, tambien sugirieron que Trump deberia ser destituido mediante la 25a Enmienda.

    
?Impulsaran los democratas un juicio politico?
Los democratas sometieron dos veces a Trump al llamado "impeachment" por acciones realizadas durante su primer mandato, pero fue absuelto en ambas ocasiones. Han intentado evitar ese tipo de debates durante los ultimos 16 meses, mientras procuran centrar su mensaje en asuntos economicos en lugar de oponerse a un presidente que gano por estrecho margen el voto popular.
Luego llego la amenaza de Trump el martes por la manana de borrar del mapa "toda una civilizacion".
"Ya sea por su gabinete o por el Congreso, el presidente debe ser destituido", sostuvo en redes sociales la representante Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez de Nueva York. " Estamos jugando al borde del abismo".
Esos llamados a destituir a Trump no se detuvieron despues de su anuncio de un alto al fuego.
"Con o sin alto al fuego, Trump ya cometio una falta que amerita un juicio politico. El Congreso tiene que volver al trabajo y destituirlo antes de que cause mas dano a nuestro pais y al mundo", apunto el representante Seth Moulton de Massachusetts, veterano de la guerra en Irak.
Los republicanos tienen la mayoria en la Camara y han rechazado con facilidad dos intentos previos de destituir a Trump en su segundo mandato. Podrian tener que hacerlo de nuevo en las proximas semanas, ya que el representante John Larson, democrata por Connecticut, ya presento una resolucion con una lista de 13 articulos de impugnacion. 
En junio, 128 democratas se unieron a todos los republicanos para archivar una resolucion patrocinada por el representante Al Green, democrata por Texas, para someter a Trump a juicio por abuso de poder despues de que lanzara ataques militares contra Iran sin buscar primero la autorizacion del Congreso.
Una segunda resolucion de Green en diciembre arrojo una votacion de 237-140, pero hubo senales de un cambio: 47 democratas votaron "presente" en lugar de oponerse de plano a la resolucion. Jeffries y otros lideres dijeron que no se habia preparado el trabajo previo adecuado y que votarian "presente" mientras mantenian el foco en temas economicos. 
No esta claro como manejara Jeffries las exigencias de un nuevo impulso de juicio politico. Pero los lideres democratas estan realizando una llamada el viernes con miembros del Comite Judicial de la Camara centrada en la "rendicion de cuentas del gobierno de Trump y la 25a Enmienda".
Otros democratas tambien han puesto la atencion en el secretario de Defensa Pete Hegseth, diciendo que el tambien deberia ser destituido. Hegseth ha defendido las acciones de Estados Unidos contra Iran y ha dicho que las fuerzas estadounidenses e israelies habian logrado una "victoria militar con V mayuscula" y que el ejercito irani ya no representaba una amenaza significativa para las fuerzas de Estados Unidos ni para la region.

La representante democrata Yassamin Ansari, cuya familia huyo a Estados Unidos desde Iran, estuvo entre quienes pidieron la destitucion de Hegseth. Dijo que se sintio "momentaneamente aliviada" de que los civiles en Iran no enfrentarian la amenaza de Trump de una destruccion generalizada.
"Necesitamos una accion urgente por el bien de nuestra seguridad nacional y la seguridad y proteccion del resto del mundo", expreso Ansari. 
___________________________________
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Netanyahu autoriza conversaciones directas con Libano en posible impulso a cese del fuego
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                                        DUBAI, Emiratos Arabes Unidos (AP) -- En lo que representa un posible impulso para un alto el fuego en Oriente Medio, el primer ministro israeli, Benjamin Netanyahu, dijo el jueves que autorizo negociaciones directas "lo antes posible" con Libano destinadas a desarmar a la milicia de Hezbollah y establecer relaciones entre ambas naciones.
Los dos paises han estado tecnicamente en guerra desde que Israel fue establecido en 1948, y Netanyahu subrayo mas tarde que no habia un alto el fuego entre ellos. En una declaracion en video, dijo que Israel seguira atacando a Hezbollah hasta que se restablezca la seguridad en el norte de Israel.
No hubo una respuesta inmediata de Libano. Pero se espera que las negociaciones entre Israel y Libano comiencen la proxima semana en el Departamento de Estado en Washington, segun un funcionario estadounidense y una persona familiarizada con los planes, que hablo bajo condicion de anonimato debido a lo delicado del asunto.

    
La perspectiva de conversaciones parecio reforzar el alto el fuego tentativo en la guerra con Iran que se tambaleaba por el bombardeo de Israel contra Beirut, el control continuo de Teheran sobre el estrecho de Ormuz y la incertidumbre sobre si las conversaciones pueden encontrar puntos en comun.



    
        




    




Sin embargo, el jueves, el presidente estadounidense Donald Trump parecio poner en duda la eficacia del alto el fuego, al escribir en su plataforma de redes sociales que "Iran esta haciendo un muy mal trabajo, deshonroso dirian algunos, en el manejo del petroleo que pasa por el estrecho de Ormuz".

    
    
    
"Ese no es el acuerdo que tenemos", asevero Trump.
Mientras tanto, Kuwait acuso a Iran y a sus aliados de lanzar ataques en su contra con drones pese al alto el fuego, mientras que Arabia Saudi dijo que ataques recientes danaron un oleoducto clave. La acusacion del Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores de Kuwait aumento la presion sobre el alto el fuego antes de las conversaciones previstas entre Estados Unidos e Iran.

    
La Agencia de Prensa Saudi, administrada por el Estado, reporto que un funcionario anonimo dijo que su oleoducto Este-Oeste, que transporta petroleo hacia el mar Rojo y evita el estrecho de Ormuz, resulto danado en los ataques recientes.
La Guardia Revolucionaria de Iran nego haber lanzado ataques contra Estados del golfo Persico tras el anuncio de Kuwait.
Un asalto de ese tipo reflejaria la campana de presion continua que Teheran esta librando contra Estados Unidos y sus aliados, particularmente en medio de los esfuerzos por asegurar un alto el fuego entre Israel y Hezbollah.
El anuncio de Israel de negociaciones con Libano se produjo en medio del desacuerdo sobre si el alto el fuego incluia una pausa en los combates entre Israel y Hezbollah, y un dia despues de que Israel perpetro el bombardeo mas mortifero contra Libano desde que comenzo la guerra entre Estados Unidos e Israel contra Iran el 28 de febrero.
El inicio de conversaciones de paz directas es un logro significativo, aunque alcanzar un acuerdo sera dificil tras decadas de hostilidades, por la presencia de Hezbollah y por desacuerdos de larga data sobre la frontera terrestre entre ambas naciones.

    
Se preve que las conversaciones en Washington sean encabezadas del lado estadounidense por el embajador de Estados Unidos en Libano, Michel Issa, y del lado israeli por el embajador israeli en Estados Unidos, Yechiel Leiter, segun la persona familiarizada con la planificacion.
No estaba claro por el momento quien representaria a Libano. Axios fue el primero en informar sobre el momento y el lugar de las conversaciones.
La presion sobre el alto el fuego continua
Tras declarar victoria con el anuncio del alto el fuego, tanto Iran como Estados Unidos parecieron tratar de presionarse mutuamente. Agencias de noticias semioficiales en Iran indicaron que sus fuerzas han colocado minas en el estrecho de Ormuz, una via maritima crucial para el petroleo que Teheran ha cerrado. Trump advirtio que las fuerzas de Estados Unidos golpearan a Iran aun mas fuerte que antes si no cumple el acuerdo.
Poniendo de relieve el control irani sobre el estrecho, un buque cisterna de gas natural licuado con bandera de Botsuana intento salir del golfo Persico por una ruta ordenada por la Guardia Revolucionaria, pero de repente dio la vuelta y regreso temprano el viernes, segun mostraron datos de seguimiento de barcos.

    
Cuatro buques cisterna y tres graneleros cruzaron el estrecho el jueves, lo que elevo el numero total de barcos que han pasado desde el alto el fuego a por lo menos 12, segun la firma de datos Kpler. Otros barcos que no transmiten su ubicacion tambien podrian haber pasado.
Ademas aun hay dudas sobre que pasara con la reserva de uranio enriquecido de Iran, como y cuando se reanudara el trafico normal a traves del estrecho, y que ocurre con la capacidad de Iran para lanzar ataques con misiles en el futuro y de apoyar a sus aliados en la region.

    
Israel promete seguir atacando a Hezbollah en Libano
En una publicacion en redes sociales, el presidente del Parlamento irani, Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf, advirtio el jueves que los ataques de Israel contra la milicia de Hezbollah en Libano traeran "costos explicitos y respuestas fuertes".
Se ha hablado de Qalibaf como un posible negociador que podria reunirse con el vicepresidente estadounidense JD Vance el fin de semana en Islamabad. La Casa Blanca ha dicho que Vance encabezara la delegacion para las conversaciones que comienzan el sabado.
Iran habia dicho que los ataques de Israel contra Libano estaban violando el acuerdo de alto el fuego. Netanyahu y Trump alegan que no.
Trump dijo el jueves que pidio a Netanyahu que redujera los ataques en Libano.
El Ministerio de Salud de Libano informo que mas de 300 personas murieron y mas de 1.100 resultaron heridas el miercoles por los ataques israelies en el centro de Beirut y otras zonas de Libano, los cuales, segun Israel, tenian como objetivo a Hezbollah, que se unio a la guerra en apoyo de Teheran.
A primera hora del viernes, el ejercito de Israel dijo que ataco aproximadamente 10 lanzadores en Libano que habian disparado cohetes hacia el norte de Israel el jueves.
Israel asevero el jueves que mato a Ali Yusuf Harshi, un asistente del lider de Hezbollah, Naim Kassem. Hezbollah no respondio de momento a una solicitud de comentarios.
Amenaza de minas se cierne sobre el estrecho
Agencias de noticias semioficiales en Iran publicaron el jueves un grafico que deja entrever que la Guardia Revolucionaria coloco minas marinas en el estrecho de Ormuz durante la guerra -- un mensaje que quiza pretende presionar a Estados Unidos.
El grafico, difundido por la agencia de noticias ISNA, asi como por Tasnim, mostraba un gran circulo con la etiqueta "zona de peligro" en farsi sobre la ruta que los barcos toman para atravesar el estrecho, por el que antes pasaba el 20% de todo el petroleo y gas natural comercializados.
El jefe de la principal compania petrolera de Emiratos Arabes Unidos, Sultan al-Jaber, explico que unos 230 barcos cargados de petroleo estaban esperando para atravesar el estrecho y se les debe permitir "navegar este corredor sin condiciones".
El cierre de facto del estrecho ha hecho que los precios del petroleo se disparen --afectando el costo de la gasolina, los alimentos y otros productos basicos mucho mas alla de Oriente Medio. El precio al contado del crudo Brent, el referente internacional, rondaba los 98 dolares el jueves, un alza de alrededor del 35% desde que comenzo la guerra.
Se desconoce el destino que tendra el uranio enriquecido irani
El destino de los programas de misiles y nuclear de Iran -- cuya eliminacion fueron objetivos importantes para Estados Unidos e Israel al ir a la guerra-- tambien seguia sin estar claro. Estados Unidos insiste en que Iran nunca debe poder construir armas nucleares y quiere retirar la reserva de uranio enriquecido de Teheran, que podria usarse para construirlas. Iran insiste en que su programa es pacifico.
Trump dijo el miercoles que Estados Unidos trabajara con Iran para retirar el uranio, enterrado en los ataques de Estados Unidos e Israel del ano pasado contra las instalaciones nucleares de Iran, aunque Iran no lo confirmo. En una version del acuerdo de alto el fuego que Iran publico, afirmo que se le permitira seguir con el enriquecimiento.
El jefe de la agencia nuclear de Iran, Mohammad Eslami, dijo el jueves que proteger el derecho de Teheran a enriquecer uranio es "necesario" para cualquier conversacion de alto el fuego.
___

Corder reporto desde La Haya, Paises Bajos. Becatoros reporto desde Atenas, Grecia. Los periodistas de The Associated Press Chan Ho-him en Hong Kong, Zeke Miller, Matthew Lee y Will Weissert en Washington, Hannah Schoenbaum en Salt Lake City y Kareem Chehayeb y Hussein Malla en Beirut contribuyeron a este despacho.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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