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        Voters in Bangkok and Pattaya will go to the polls on June 28, the Election Commission announced on Friday.

      

      
        Scheffler, Rose chase McIlroy with early Masters starts
        AUGUSTA, Georgia - Top-ranked Scottie Scheffler and England's Justin Rose were set for early starts chasing co-leaders Rory McIlroy and Sam Burns as Friday's second round of the Masters began at Augusta National.
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        Police on Friday seized nearly 2,000 kilogrammes of crystal methamphetamine that was being smuggled in a pickup truck loaded onto a ferry bound for the southern tourist island of Koh Samui, at a pier in Bangkok. Four suspects were arrested.

      

      
        Resilient SET Index pushes above 1,500 points
        Despite recent geopolitical tensions, particularly the escalation in the Middle East and energy market disruptions, Thailand's equity market has demonstrated resilience, with the benchmark SET Index rebounding past the 1,500-point mark on Friday.
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        The cabinet on Saturday is expected to approve a cost-of-living relief package targeting vulnerable groups as well as the transport and agriculture sectors, Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas said on Friday.

      

      
        Large-scale forest encroachment probed in Ranong
        The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment has filed a complaint against a group of investors and state officials accused of colluding to encroach on more than 3,000 rai of pristine rainforest in Ranong, causing damage estimated at over 200 million baht.
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        ISLAMABAD, Pakistan - A cloud of uncertainty was hanging over the scheduled start of talks on Friday in Pakistan between the United States and Iran, with no announcement yet on the arrival of negotiators and both sides accusing the other of failing to properly implement a fragile ceasefire.

      

      
        Cambodia's king diagnosed with prostate cancer
        King Norodom Sihamoni of Cambodia has been diagnosed with prostate cancer, he said in a statement on Friday, and will stay in China for prolonged treatment for the disease.
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																Voters in Bangkok and Pattaya will go to the polls on June 28, the Election Commission announced on Friday.
Elections will be held for Bangkok governor, Bangkok Metropolitan Council members, Pattaya mayor and Pattaya City Council, as the terms of current officeholders will end on May 21, the commission said.

The EC has instructed its Bangkok and Chon Buri branches to coordinate with the permanent secretaries of the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration and Pattaya City to prepare draft election announcements.

These will be submitted for approval by the Bangkok and Chon Buri election directors before the official poll announcement is issued.

Bangkok Governor Chadchart Sittipunt has not yet formally announced if he will seek a second term. While he has stated he may run as an independent if he stands again, he is waiting to assess the political situation election before making a final decision.

The People's Party is widely expected to field a candidate for Bangkok governor, hoping to build on the clean sweep it made of all 33 Bangkok constituencies in the general election.

Candidate registration for the Bangkok and Pattaya polls will take place from May 28 to June 1.

Voting will be held on June 28, from 8am to 5pm.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3234828/bangkok-and-pattaya-elections-set-for-june-28



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Scheffler, Rose chase McIlroy with early Masters starts								

															

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: England's Justin Rose is among the leaders with an early tee time in the second round of the 90th Masters at Augusta, Georgia on Friday. (Photo: AFP)]
											
																							
													England's Justin Rose is among the leaders with an early tee time in the second round of the 90th Masters at Augusta, Georgia on Friday. (Photo: AFP)												

																					

									

																AUGUSTA, Georgia - Top-ranked Scottie Scheffler and England's Justin Rose were set for early starts chasing co-leaders Rory McIlroy and Sam Burns as Friday's second round of the Masters began at Augusta National.
Defending champion McIlroy, trying to become only the fourth golfer to capture back-to-back Masters titles, and Burns were on five-under par 67 after 18 holes. Follow the leaderboard here.

With magical escapes from the trees that would have made Spanish legend Seve Ballesteros proud, five-time major winner McIlroy managed his second-best Masters start despite finding only five of 14 fairways, just one on the front nine.

"The first seven holes were really important, that I played them in par," McIlroy said. "I made some good swings from where I found myself."

Burns, the 54-hole leader at last year's US Open, managed his lowest round in 13 at Augusta National despite the firm greens.

"They're only going to get firmer," Burns said. "As the golf course speeds up, it only gets more difficult out there, and I think it's going to be a really good test."

Past champion Patrick Reed, fellow American Kurt Kitayama and Australian Jason Day shared third on 69 and like the co-leaders were set for afternoon starts on the firm and fast layout.

That left the early stage to 2013 US Open champion Rose, a three-time Masters runner-up who lost to McIlroy in a playoff last year, and four-time major winner Scheffler, who seeks his third green jacket in five seasons.

Both are three adrift in a pack on 70 that also includes later starters Shane Lowry, the 2019 British Open champion from Ireland, and 10th-ranked Xander Schauffele, a US two-time major winner seeking his first Masters crown.

Scheffler, the 2022 and 2024 Masters winner, went eagle-birdie at the par-five second and par-four third holes, but couldn't get lower in afternoon heat on hardened greens, settling for pars at the par-five 13th and 15th holes but expecting better conditions on Friday morning.

"I played pretty solid. A lot of good stuff," Scheffler said. "I hit it nice, made some good iron shots, but it got so firm late in the day, it was pretty challenging."

Rose delivered five birdies in his opening round, four of them on Augusta's par-five holes, but closed with back-to-back bogeys to stumble from the heels of the leaders.

"Every hole you're just being patient through experience, knowing that grinding out the pars is a good thing," Rose said. "Just eating up the holes is a good thing."

The holes ate hopefuls as well with some big names struggling to make Friday's cut to the low 50 and ties.

Scotsman Robert MacIntyre shared 82nd on 80 with Spain's Jon Rahm, a two-time major winner, on 78 and two-time US Open champion Bryson DeChambeau on 76 in a share of 56th.

Rose expects Augusta National will remain a test of patience as well as shotmaking with lightning-fast greens.

"I can't even point to anywhere where you can be aggressive," he said.

"I think it's in their control really how they want it to be... when it gets completely rock hard and you can't access any pin anywhere, then a lot of good shot-making is taken out of the equation."
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/sports/3234820/scheffler-rose-chase-mcilroy-with-early-masters-starts



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									2,000kg of meth seized on Samui-bound ferry								

								Drugs found in pickup truck being loaded onto vessel in Bangkok
							

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: Police inspect black packages containing nearly 2,000 kilogrammes of crystal methamphetamine found in a pickup truck being loaded onto a ferry at a pier in Bangkok and bound for Koh Samui on Friday. (Police photo)]
											
																							
													Police inspect black packages containing nearly 2,000 kilogrammes of crystal methamphetamine found in a pickup truck being loaded onto a ferry at a pier in Bangkok and bound for Koh Samui on Friday. (Police photo)												

																					

									

																Police on Friday seized nearly 2,000 kilogrammes of crystal methamphetamine that was being smuggled in a pickup truck loaded onto a ferry bound for the southern tourist island of Koh Samui, at a pier in Bangkok. Four suspects were arrested.
Police are now investigating the smuggling network behind the operation, which investigators found has used ferries for drug trafficking for several times, said Pol Lt Gen Archayon Kraithong, commissioner of the Narcotics Suppression Bureau.

On Friday morning, narcotics officers suspected a pickup truck while it was being loaded onto a ferry at the Seahorse Ferry Bangkok Pier (Saengthong Rice Pier) on Rat Burana Road.

A search of the vehicle uncovered almost 2,000 kilogrammes of crystal meth, packed and concealed inside the truck's enclosed cargo box.

At the pier, police arrested the driver and an accomplice, identified only as Natthawat, 26, and Mesa, 25. An expanded investigation later led to the arrests of Ekkasit, 37, and Nopparat, 31, in nearby Samut Prakan province.

Investigators said the drugs were smuggled from northern and northeastern Thailand, before being transported to the central region, with storage locations in Phetchabun and Prachin Buri provinces, Pol Lt Gen Archayon said.

The ferry was bound for the resort island in Surat Thani, and police were investigating to determine the final destination of the drugs.

Police added that the smugglers deliberately used the short window before ferry departures to avoid thorough inspections. Once the vehicle was loaded onto the ferry, couriers would fly separately to the province to retrieve both the vehicle and the drugs.

Sitthiphon Charoensuk, head of security for the ferry operator, confirmed that the company was not involved in the operation, saying inspections of loaded vehicles have been conducted regularly. He said stricter security measures would be discussed following this seizure.

[image: Ferry officials check vehicles loaded onto the ferry at the Seahorse Ferry Bangkok Pier (Saengthong Rice Pier) in Bangkok on Friday. (Police photo)]
Ferry officials check vehicles at the Seahorse Ferry Bangkok Pier (Saengthong Rice Pier) in Bangkok on Friday. (Police photo)
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																Despite recent geopolitical tensions, particularly the escalation in the Middle East and energy market disruptions, Thailand's equity market has demonstrated resilience, with the benchmark SET Index rebounding past the 1,500-point mark on Friday.
The increase signals renewed investor confidence and reinforces its appeal among foreign investors seeking stability and long-term growth opportunities in an increasingly volatile global environment, said the Stock Exchange of Thailand.

The SET index moved in a range of 1,449.43 and 1,510.02 points this week, before closing on Friday at 1,506.84, an increase of 3.6% from the previous week, with daily turnover averaging 52.18 billion baht.

For the year to date, the Thai index has soared 15%, outperforming several regional peers. However, it declined 5.2% in March from a month earlier to 1,448 points, weighed down by investor concerns over US-Iran tensions and the closure of the Strait of Hormuz, which triggered a sharp spike in global energy prices.

"Thai equities are increasingly viewed as a 'safe haven' by global investors," said SET president Asadej Kongsiri, citing an attractive average dividend yield of about 4.25%, compared with a regional average of 2.9% to 3%.

"Thailand offers a compelling combination of income stability and long-term growth potential. Relatively moderate valuations, without signs of overheating or asset bubbles, further enhance market attractiveness," he added.

Thailand's equity market also functions as a "buffer" against global volatility. Unlike markets heavily driven by high-growth tech stocks, Thai equities are broadly diversified and have not experienced excessive price surges in recent years.

This has helped cushion downside risks during crises, such as the recent energy shock, where the Thai market declined by roughly 5%, compared with regional counterparts.

Foreign investor sentiment remains constructive. While net foreign outflows reached 39.7 billion baht in March, investors were still net buyers of 19.1 billion baht in the first quarter.

Notably, foreign investors accounted for 53.8% of total trading value, underscoring their dominant role in market liquidity.

A key structural strength lies in the composition of foreign investors, with approximately 37% classified as strategic long-term investors with confidence in Thailand's infrastructure, policy direction and economic fundamentals, said Mr Asadej.

The combined SET and Market for Alternative Investment (MAI) average daily trading value jumped 95.6% year on year to 75.3 billion baht. For the first quarter of 2026, the total average daily trading value soared 52% from a year earlier to 65.1 billion baht.

Policy tailwinds

Investors are closely monitoring Thailand's economic restructuring efforts, including the expansion of renewable energy, carbon credit markets and regulatory reforms aligned with OECD standards. These initiatives are expected to serve as long-term growth catalysts.

Additionally, the formation of a new government and the roll out of policy measures to mitigate rising energy costs are seen as supportive factors that could strengthen macroeconomic stability and policy execution.

Complementing these structural trends, the SET is advancing its flagship Jump+ initiative, aimed at enhancing corporate value and elevating market quality. The programme has attracted 143 listed companies, of which 87 are from the main bourse and 56 from MAI.

So far, 93 companies have presented their strategic plans, with all participants expected to complete presentations by April 17. Each company is required to outline a three-year roadmap (2026-28) covering business strategy, corporate governance and environmental, social and goverance (ESG) integration.

Notably, 96% of participating firms have set targets for revenue or profit growth, supported by 278 strategic initiatives spanning growth, efficiency and financial stability. More than 80% have also adopted voluntary climate action plans, reflecting a clear shift towards sustainability.

To ensure accountability, companies must report progress every six months and maintain ongoing communication with investors.

The Jump+ initiative underscores the SET's broader ambition to enhance transparency, strengthen investor confidence and reinforce the long-term resilience of Thailand's capital market, Mr Asadej noted.
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								Ministers scheduled to announce details of assistance on Saturday
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																The cabinet on Saturday is expected to approve a cost-of-living relief package targeting vulnerable groups as well as the transport and agriculture sectors, Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas said on Friday.
Mr Ekniti said his ministry and related agencies would propose measures to reduce the impact of high energy prices on households and businesses, particularly vulnerable groups and the agricultural sector.

He said the transport and fisheries sectors face heavy cost pressures that could be passed on to goods prices, requiring government intervention to limit broader economic effects.

The Ministry of Finance will propose additional welfare support through state welfare cards, low-interest loans for households to switch to solar energy, and fertiliser procurement, with a total budget of about 30 billion baht.

The Ministry of Transport will introduce measures to manage fuel costs for transport operators and fisheries, while the Ministry of Cimmerce will support households under a "Thai goods for Thai people" scheme, he said.

In the next phase, the government plans a car trade-in scheme encouraging replacement of old vehicles with electric and hybrid models to reduce oil consumption and carbon emissions, he added.

Mr Ekniti said the government's economic policy focuses on turning the current crisis into an opportunity to push gross domestic product growth to at least 3%, noting that current expansion remains below potential.

"Spending will be targeted, with priority given to vulnerable groups, while unnecessary budget allocations will be cut," he said.

The minister said the government also plans to introduce a "hometown tax" scheme allowing individuals to donate directly to local communities for development, with tax deductions provided by the finance ministry.

Mr Ekniti added that state agencies will be required to accelerate procurement and funds will be reallocated if the procurement process is not completed within the end of this month.

"About 100 billion baht has yet to enter the procurement process," he said.

Addressing parliament, Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun said the ministry does not intervene in prices of fuel, medical supplies, transport services and sugar because these goods are already controlled under specific laws.

She said the ministry would enforce compliance with declared prices and take action against violations.

On palm oil, she said exports are not banned but require approval to prevent domestic shortages due to the government's promotion of biodiesel use.

Operators are required to report stock levels, and exports will be allowed if supply and demand remain balanced, she added.
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									Large-scale forest encroachment probed in Ranong								

								Investors and civil servants believed complicit in logging and unlawful land-use approvals
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																The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment has filed a complaint against a group of investors and state officials accused of colluding to encroach on more than 3,000 rai of pristine rainforest in Ranong, causing damage estimated at over 200 million baht.
The complaint was submitted to the police Central Investigation Bureau (CIB) on Friday, together with evidence gathered from a recent operation in the Khao Pak Triam-Ao Chak forest area, where authorities seized between 450 and 500 illegally cut logs.

Investigators are also looking into the alleged unlawful issuance of 105 Nor Sor 3 Kor land-use certificates covering more than 3,000 rai. Authorities suspect the documents were used to legitimise land encroachment in what is considered protected forest.

A Nor Sor 3 Kor certificate recognises land use rights and may later be upgraded to a land deed following official surveying, provided the land is lawfully held.

"If any documents are found to have been issued unlawfully or in violation of the law, legal action will be taken to the fullest extent against all involved, whether members of the public or state officials," said Pol Maj Gen Nanthachat Supamongkol, an adviser to natural resources minister Suchart Chomklin.

He added that the Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation would later file additional complaints to integrate and expand the investigation "to reach the masterminds behind the encroachment".

Pol Maj Gen Suwat Saengnum, the CIB deputy commissioner, said the case would be divided into two main areas: alleged misconduct by officials in issuing land documents, and offences committed by private individuals.

The CIB will pool specialist personnel and technical tools from its Anti-Corruption and Natural Resources and Environmental Crime Suppression divisions to ensure a faster and more thorough investigation, he said.

Evidence points to organised collusion

Pol Maj Gen Jaroonkiat Pankaew, another CIB deputy commissioner, said on-site inspections revealed the area to be an intact tropical rainforest, containing large, mature trees -- including century-old takian (iron wood) -- yet the Nor Sor 3 Kor documents were issued between 1989 and 2010.

More than 2,000 rai of forest land has already been cleared, he said, adding that preliminary findings point to influential figures working in collusion with state officials to unlawfully issue the documents.

Land revocation under way

Nipon Jamnongsirisak, deputy permanent secretary for natural resources, said the process of revoking land titles has already begun, with 21 plots submitted for cancellation so far. The remaining plots -- covering all 105 certificates -- will follow.

Initial assessments place the damage from forest encroachment and logging at more than 200 million baht. The ministry plans to pursue civil lawsuits alongside criminal proceedings to recover losses and restore the forest.

"We must return this forest, which is a national asset, to the public as quickly as possible," Mr Nipon said.
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									US-Iran talks uncertain as sides trade accusations								

								Vice President JD Vance expected to lead US negotiating team in Pakistani capital
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																ISLAMABAD, Pakistan - A cloud of uncertainty was hanging over the scheduled start of talks on Friday in Pakistan between the United States and Iran, with no announcement yet on the arrival of negotiators and both sides accusing the other of failing to properly implement a fragile ceasefire.
US President Donald Trump has voiced displeasure at Iran's handling of the strategic Strait of Hormuz, which was meant to be reopened under the deal, while Tehran has reacted angrily to Israeli attacks in Lebanon, insisting that it too falls under the agreement -- something Washington disputes.

Islamabad was nonetheless pressing ahead with its preparations for the high-stakes talks, which official sources say will cover several sensitive points, including Iran's nuclear enrichment and the free flow of trade through the strait.

Iran has suggested that its participation could hinge on a halt in Israeli attacks on Lebanon: "The holding of talks to end the war is dependent on the US adhering to its ceasefire commitments on all fronts, especially in Lebanon," said Esmaeil Baqaei, Iran's foreign ministry spokesman.

Iranian officials have said the Israeli strikes had rendered the Pakistan talks "meaningless".

Nevertheless, Iran's powerful Revolutionary Guards signalled they were committing to the ceasefire and had "not launched anything at any country", according to the state broadcaster.

In a barrage of social media posts that sparked fresh fears for the shaky truce, Trump on Thursday accused Iran of doing a "very poor job" of allowing oil through the Strait of Hormuz and of breaching the terms of their ceasefire agreement.

A fifth of the world's oil and vast quantities of natural gas and fertiliser pass through the strait in peacetime, but only a small number of vessels have crossed since the truce was announced.

'Meaningless'

The two-week truce was agreed to allow negotiations between US and Iranian officials aimed at ending a conflict that has already killed thousands and plunged the global economy into turmoil.

"I am scared of the war starting again, and at the same time I'm scared of the regime staying", Tehran resident Sheida told AFP, withholding her last name out of concern for her safety.

Contributing to the uncertainty around the planned talks, Tehran's ambassador to Pakistan on Thursday deleted a social media post saying an Iranian delegation would arrive in the country later that day.

Still, Vice President JD Vance is due to lead the US delegation on Saturday, joined by special envoy Steve Witkoff and Trump's son-in-law Jared Kushner.

Fresh fractures in the mediation process emerged when Pakistan's Defence Minister Khawaja Asif joined in the criticism of Israel's strikes on Lebanon, calling the country a "cancerous state" and "a curse for humanity" on Thursday evening, in a post taken down hours later.

The Israeli prime minister's office called the remarks outrageous, saying: "This is not a statement that can be tolerated from any government, especially not from one that claims to be a neutral arbiter for peace."

Pakistan does not formally recognise Israel -- a fact that could complicate its role as mediator -- and has insisted the ceasefire includes Lebanon.

One 30-year-old resident of Tehran told AFP they were sceptical negotiations will be successful, describing most of what Trump says as "pure noise and nonsense".

"He wants to manipulate the Islamic republic into getting a deal. I think that was his intention, if you can say there is an intention."

Parallel talks

Air raid sirens sounded early Friday in Israel's commercial hub Tel Aviv and other parts of the country, with Hezbollah announcing it carried out drone and rocket strikes targeting Israeli forces on both sides of the border as well as a town in Israel's north.

On Wednesday, less than 48 hours after the ceasefire came into force, Israel carried out its heaviest strikes on Lebanon since Iran-backed Hezbollah entered the Middle East war, killing more than 300 people.

Afterwards, Trump told NBC News that Israel was "scaling back" strikes in Lebanon and that Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu had assured him its attacks would become more "low-key".

A Western diplomat said on condition of anonymity that there was ongoing "pressure from European states, Gulf states and Egypt on Israel to prevent renewed Israeli airstrikes on Beirut after 'Black Wednesday'".

As of Friday morning, the Israeli army had not acted on warnings the day before that it would strike wide areas in the capital's south.

Washington has said the Lebanese front of the war will be dealt with under separate talks.

"We can confirm that the Department will host a meeting next week to discuss ongoing ceasefire negotiations with Israel and Lebanon," a US State Department official said.

Neither Israel nor the Lebanese government have publicly confirmed these talks, although the announcement came shortly after Netanyahu ordered his ministers to seek direct dialogue with Lebanon focused on disarming Hezbollah.

A Lebanese government official told AFP that Beirut would require a truce before entering any negotiations with Israel.
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									Cambodia's king diagnosed with prostate cancer								

								Sihamoni, 72, says he will remain in China for treatment
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																King Norodom Sihamoni of Cambodia has been diagnosed with prostate cancer, he said in a statement on Friday, and will stay in China for prolonged treatment for the disease.
Doctors in Beijing "have confirmed that currently I have prostate cancer", the 72-year-old king said in a statement to his country, adding that doctors have prescribed hospitalisation of up to two months for treatment.

No information on his prognosis was given.

A lifelong bachelor who speaks French, Czech and English, Sihamoni spent most of his adult life abroad pursuing a career in the arts before taking the throne in 2004.

He took over the role after his father King Norodom Sihanouk abdicated following his own cancer treatment in Beijing.

Sihamoni's reign as head of state has been largely symbolic under a deal struck between his father and Cambodia's leadership in 1993, allowing him to re-ascend the throne after years in exile.
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																The latest developments in the Middle East war:
Saudi refinery shut

The French energy giant TotalEnergies said it had shut down a major refinery on the eastern Gulf coast of Saudi Arabia after it was damaged during the war.

The Saudi energy ministry had announced Thursday "multiple attacks" recently on its oil and gas sites, including the Satorp refinery, a joint venture owned by TotalEnergies and the Saudi state-owned Aramco group.

No details on production impacts, nor the type of attack, were disclosed.

Israel air raid sirens

Air raid alerts sounded across Israel, including in the commercial hub of Tel Aviv and the southern coastal city of Ashdod, after rocket fire from Lebanon.

There were no immediate reports of casualties, but Israeli media reported that air-defence systems had intercepted at least one incoming rocket.

Earlier Friday, Hezbollah said it had launched three waves of rocket and drone strikes against Israeli soldiers on both sides of the border as well as a town in northern Israel.

Iran leader issues new message

Iran's new supreme leader, Mojtaba Khamenei, said in his latest written message that the Islamic republic did not want war with the United States and Israel but would protect its rights as a nation, state television reported.

"We will not renounce our legitimate rights under any circumstances, and in this respect, we consider the entire resistance front as a whole," he added, in an apparent reference to Lebanon, where Israel is fighting with Iran-backed militant group Hezbollah.

Khamenei has still not been seen in public since being appointed to succeed his father, late supreme leader Ali Khamenei, who was killed in the initial wave of US-Israeli strikes on Iran on February 28.

Iran doing 'poor job' on Hormuz: Trump

US President Donald Trump accused Iran of doing a "very poor job" of allowing oil through the Strait of Hormuz, and of breaching the terms of their fragile two-week ceasefire agreement.

"Iran is doing a very poor job, dishonorable some would say, of allowing Oil to go through the Strait of Hormuz," Trump said on his Truth Social platform. "That is not the agreement we have!"

Trump warns against Hormuz tolls

Trump also warned Iran against imposing a toll for ships passing through the key strait.

"There are reports that Iran is charging fees to tankers going through the Hormuz Strait -- They better not be and, if they are, they better stop now!" he said on Truth Social.

In a second message, Trump added: "Very quickly, you'll see Oil start flowing, with or without the help of Iran."

Beirut evacuation order

Israel's military warned residents of Beirut's southern suburbs, long a Hezbollah stronghold, of imminent strikes and called for them to evacuate.

The World Health Organization urged Israel to cancel the evacuation order, saying the district it intends to target is home to two hospitals.

The announcement came a day after Israel carried out its largest wave of strikes since the start of its war with Hezbollah on March 2, killing more than 300 people and wounding over 1,000, according to Lebanon's health ministry.

Trump, Starmer seek 'practical plan'

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer and Trump called "for a practical plan" to get shipping moving again through the Strait of Hormuz following the US-Iranian ceasefire, the UK leader's office said.

The two leaders "agreed that now there is a ceasefire in place and agreement to open the Strait, we are at the next stage of finding a resolution", according to Downing Street.

"The leaders discussed the need for a practical plan to get shipping moving again as quickly as possible," and agreed to speak again.

Israel-Lebanon talks planned

Israel and Lebanon will hold negotiations next week in Washington after Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu ordered direct talks, a US official said Thursday.

The negotiations will come soon after the United States and Iran are due to open talks in Pakistan.

Israel has said the Lebanon invasion, in which it is targeting Hezbollah, is not affected by the ceasefire between the United States and Iran.

But a Hezbollah lawmaker reiterated his group's rejection of any direct negotiations between Lebanon and Israel.
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																PHUKET - A suspected Nordic crime syndicate leader wanted under an Interpol red notice has been arrested at a luxury condominium in Phuket.
Investigators from the Immigration Bureau's Division 6 and local police apprehended a high-profile Swedish fugitive identified as Mr Boran at a condominium room in Phuket on Thursday, the arresting team said on Friday.

The suspect was wanted under an Interpol red notice issued on March 9 in connection with serious crimes in Sweden, including illegal possession of a firearm that was allegedly used in a murder in Arsta on Sept 17, 2020. Swedish authorities also believed he may be linked to other cases involving murder, firearms offences and drug trafficking.

According to Swedish investigators, Mr Boran was a leader of a transnational criminal network involved in narcotics trafficking and violent crime in Sweden.

Phuket immigration officers said they tracked down the suspect after receiving intelligence that a dangerous Swedish national with links to organised crime had entered this southern tourist province. Surveillance led officers to a luxury condominium where the suspect had been staying.

At about noon on Thursday, the arresting team coordinated with the condominium management to search the flat and found Mr Boran inside. The officers then identified themselves and took him into custody.

Biometric records showed the suspect entered Thailand on Jan 4 via Khuan Don checkpoint in Satun province on a tourist visa valid until March 4. He later obtained an extension in Phuket until April 3, which has since expired.

He has been charged with overstaying his visa by six days. After legal proceedings in Thailand are completed, he will be deported to Sweden in accordance with immigration procedures, said the arresting team.
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								Drugs found in pickup truck being loaded onto vessel in Bangkok
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																Police on Friday seized nearly 2,000 kilogrammes of crystal methamphetamine that was being smuggled in a pickup truck loaded onto a ferry bound for the southern tourist island of Koh Samui, at a pier in Bangkok. Four suspects were arrested.
Police are now investigating the smuggling network behind the operation, which investigators found has used ferries for drug trafficking for several times, said Pol Lt Gen Archayon Kraithong, commissioner of the Narcotics Suppression Bureau.

On Friday morning, narcotics officers suspected a pickup truck while it was being loaded onto a ferry at the Seahorse Ferry Bangkok Pier (Saengthong Rice Pier) on Rat Burana Road.

A search of the vehicle uncovered almost 2,000 kilogrammes of crystal meth, packed and concealed inside the truck's enclosed cargo box.

At the pier, police arrested the driver and an accomplice, identified only as Natthawat, 26, and Mesa, 25. An expanded investigation later led to the arrests of Ekkasit, 37, and Nopparat, 31, in nearby Samut Prakan province.

Investigators said the drugs were smuggled from northern and northeastern Thailand, before being transported to the central region, with storage locations in Phetchabun and Prachin Buri provinces, Pol Lt Gen Archayon said.

The ferry was bound for the resort island in Surat Thani, and police were investigating to determine the final destination of the drugs.

Police added that the smugglers deliberately used the short window before ferry departures to avoid thorough inspections. Once the vehicle was loaded onto the ferry, couriers would fly separately to the province to retrieve both the vehicle and the drugs.

Sitthiphon Charoensuk, head of security for the ferry operator, confirmed that the company was not involved in the operation, saying inspections of loaded vehicles have been conducted regularly. He said stricter security measures would be discussed following this seizure.

[image: Ferry officials check vehicles loaded onto the ferry at the Seahorse Ferry Bangkok Pier (Saengthong Rice Pier) in Bangkok on Friday. (Police photo)]
Ferry officials check vehicles at the Seahorse Ferry Bangkok Pier (Saengthong Rice Pier) in Bangkok on Friday. (Police photo)
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									Resilient SET Index pushes above 1,500 points								

								Thai shares increasingly viewed as 'safe haven' by global investors, says SET president
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																Despite recent geopolitical tensions, particularly the escalation in the Middle East and energy market disruptions, Thailand's equity market has demonstrated resilience, with the benchmark SET Index rebounding past the 1,500-point mark on Friday.
The increase signals renewed investor confidence and reinforces its appeal among foreign investors seeking stability and long-term growth opportunities in an increasingly volatile global environment, said the Stock Exchange of Thailand.

The SET index moved in a range of 1,449.43 and 1,510.02 points this week, before closing on Friday at 1,506.84, an increase of 3.6% from the previous week, with daily turnover averaging 52.18 billion baht.

For the year to date, the Thai index has soared 15%, outperforming several regional peers. However, it declined 5.2% in March from a month earlier to 1,448 points, weighed down by investor concerns over US-Iran tensions and the closure of the Strait of Hormuz, which triggered a sharp spike in global energy prices.

"Thai equities are increasingly viewed as a 'safe haven' by global investors," said SET president Asadej Kongsiri, citing an attractive average dividend yield of about 4.25%, compared with a regional average of 2.9% to 3%.

"Thailand offers a compelling combination of income stability and long-term growth potential. Relatively moderate valuations, without signs of overheating or asset bubbles, further enhance market attractiveness," he added.

Thailand's equity market also functions as a "buffer" against global volatility. Unlike markets heavily driven by high-growth tech stocks, Thai equities are broadly diversified and have not experienced excessive price surges in recent years.

This has helped cushion downside risks during crises, such as the recent energy shock, where the Thai market declined by roughly 5%, compared with regional counterparts.

Foreign investor sentiment remains constructive. While net foreign outflows reached 39.7 billion baht in March, investors were still net buyers of 19.1 billion baht in the first quarter.

Notably, foreign investors accounted for 53.8% of total trading value, underscoring their dominant role in market liquidity.

A key structural strength lies in the composition of foreign investors, with approximately 37% classified as strategic long-term investors with confidence in Thailand's infrastructure, policy direction and economic fundamentals, said Mr Asadej.

The combined SET and Market for Alternative Investment (MAI) average daily trading value jumped 95.6% year on year to 75.3 billion baht. For the first quarter of 2026, the total average daily trading value soared 52% from a year earlier to 65.1 billion baht.

Policy tailwinds

Investors are closely monitoring Thailand's economic restructuring efforts, including the expansion of renewable energy, carbon credit markets and regulatory reforms aligned with OECD standards. These initiatives are expected to serve as long-term growth catalysts.

Additionally, the formation of a new government and the roll out of policy measures to mitigate rising energy costs are seen as supportive factors that could strengthen macroeconomic stability and policy execution.

Complementing these structural trends, the SET is advancing its flagship Jump+ initiative, aimed at enhancing corporate value and elevating market quality. The programme has attracted 143 listed companies, of which 87 are from the main bourse and 56 from MAI.

So far, 93 companies have presented their strategic plans, with all participants expected to complete presentations by April 17. Each company is required to outline a three-year roadmap (2026-28) covering business strategy, corporate governance and environmental, social and goverance (ESG) integration.

Notably, 96% of participating firms have set targets for revenue or profit growth, supported by 278 strategic initiatives spanning growth, efficiency and financial stability. More than 80% have also adopted voluntary climate action plans, reflecting a clear shift towards sustainability.

To ensure accountability, companies must report progress every six months and maintain ongoing communication with investors.

The Jump+ initiative underscores the SET's broader ambition to enhance transparency, strengthen investor confidence and reinforce the long-term resilience of Thailand's capital market, Mr Asadej noted.
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									Cabinet readies cost-of-living relief packages								

								Ministers scheduled to announce details of assistance on Saturday
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																The cabinet on Saturday is expected to approve a cost-of-living relief package targeting vulnerable groups as well as the transport and agriculture sectors, Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas said on Friday.
Mr Ekniti said his ministry and related agencies would propose measures to reduce the impact of high energy prices on households and businesses, particularly vulnerable groups and the agricultural sector.

He said the transport and fisheries sectors face heavy cost pressures that could be passed on to goods prices, requiring government intervention to limit broader economic effects.

The Ministry of Finance will propose additional welfare support through state welfare cards, low-interest loans for households to switch to solar energy, and fertiliser procurement, with a total budget of about 30 billion baht.

The Ministry of Transport will introduce measures to manage fuel costs for transport operators and fisheries, while the Ministry of Cimmerce will support households under a "Thai goods for Thai people" scheme, he said.

In the next phase, the government plans a car trade-in scheme encouraging replacement of old vehicles with electric and hybrid models to reduce oil consumption and carbon emissions, he added.

Mr Ekniti said the government's economic policy focuses on turning the current crisis into an opportunity to push gross domestic product growth to at least 3%, noting that current expansion remains below potential.

"Spending will be targeted, with priority given to vulnerable groups, while unnecessary budget allocations will be cut," he said.

The minister said the government also plans to introduce a "hometown tax" scheme allowing individuals to donate directly to local communities for development, with tax deductions provided by the finance ministry.

Mr Ekniti added that state agencies will be required to accelerate procurement and funds will be reallocated if the procurement process is not completed within the end of this month.

"About 100 billion baht has yet to enter the procurement process," he said.

Addressing parliament, Commerce Minister Suphajee Suthumpun said the ministry does not intervene in prices of fuel, medical supplies, transport services and sugar because these goods are already controlled under specific laws.

She said the ministry would enforce compliance with declared prices and take action against violations.

On palm oil, she said exports are not banned but require approval to prevent domestic shortages due to the government's promotion of biodiesel use.

Operators are required to report stock levels, and exports will be allowed if supply and demand remain balanced, she added.
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									Large-scale forest encroachment probed in Ranong								

								Investors and civil servants believed complicit in logging and unlawful land-use approvals
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																The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment has filed a complaint against a group of investors and state officials accused of colluding to encroach on more than 3,000 rai of pristine rainforest in Ranong, causing damage estimated at over 200 million baht.
The complaint was submitted to the police Central Investigation Bureau (CIB) on Friday, together with evidence gathered from a recent operation in the Khao Pak Triam-Ao Chak forest area, where authorities seized between 450 and 500 illegally cut logs.

Investigators are also looking into the alleged unlawful issuance of 105 Nor Sor 3 Kor land-use certificates covering more than 3,000 rai. Authorities suspect the documents were used to legitimise land encroachment in what is considered protected forest.

A Nor Sor 3 Kor certificate recognises land use rights and may later be upgraded to a land deed following official surveying, provided the land is lawfully held.

"If any documents are found to have been issued unlawfully or in violation of the law, legal action will be taken to the fullest extent against all involved, whether members of the public or state officials," said Pol Maj Gen Nanthachat Supamongkol, an adviser to natural resources minister Suchart Chomklin.

He added that the Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation would later file additional complaints to integrate and expand the investigation "to reach the masterminds behind the encroachment".

Pol Maj Gen Suwat Saengnum, the CIB deputy commissioner, said the case would be divided into two main areas: alleged misconduct by officials in issuing land documents, and offences committed by private individuals.

The CIB will pool specialist personnel and technical tools from its Anti-Corruption and Natural Resources and Environmental Crime Suppression divisions to ensure a faster and more thorough investigation, he said.

Evidence points to organised collusion

Pol Maj Gen Jaroonkiat Pankaew, another CIB deputy commissioner, said on-site inspections revealed the area to be an intact tropical rainforest, containing large, mature trees -- including century-old takian (iron wood) -- yet the Nor Sor 3 Kor documents were issued between 1989 and 2010.

More than 2,000 rai of forest land has already been cleared, he said, adding that preliminary findings point to influential figures working in collusion with state officials to unlawfully issue the documents.

Land revocation under way

Nipon Jamnongsirisak, deputy permanent secretary for natural resources, said the process of revoking land titles has already begun, with 21 plots submitted for cancellation so far. The remaining plots -- covering all 105 certificates -- will follow.

Initial assessments place the damage from forest encroachment and logging at more than 200 million baht. The ministry plans to pursue civil lawsuits alongside criminal proceedings to recover losses and restore the forest.

"We must return this forest, which is a national asset, to the public as quickly as possible," Mr Nipon said.
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									South Korea mulls aid to Thai worker injured by air gun								

								Employer says he did not fire the air gun at Thai worker "just for fun"
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																South Korea is considering support for an undocumented Thai worker injured by an air gun allegedly fired by his boss when he was at work in a factory and is still hospitalised in the East Asian country.
An official at the Korea Workers' Compensation and Welfare Service, told the Korea Times on Monday the state-run agency was trying to figure out whether the injured worker would be eligible for the assistance, though he illegally worked in the country.

"Under our basic principles, Korean and foreign workers are treated the same, so we will review whether it is work-related under the same standards and then process the industrial accident claim without delay," the official was quoted as saying.

The official was referring to the case of the Thai worker in his 40s, who was injured when his employer triggered compressed air at him while he was working at his manufacturing company in Hwaseong, a city in Gyeonggi province on Feb 20.

The Thai, whose name is not disclosed, overstayed in South Korea after his working visa expired in July 2020.

"Undocumented foreign workers are subjected to the same criteria. There is no discrimination," the Korea Times quoted the official as saying.

The Thai worker has undergone surgery at Osan Hankook Hospital in Suwon, the provincial capital, on Feb 21. He is under recovery from the incident, Yonghap reported on Tuesday.

The alleged maltreatment of the Thai has sparked public outcry as his employer pressed him to return to Thailand, instead of rendering him medical aid.

Even South Korean President Lee Jae Myung on Monday instructed authorities to look into the case, saying "violence and discrimination against vulnerable migrant workers" is an "intolerable" crime, the South Korean state news agency said, citing the president's secretary.

Police have placed a travel ban on the owner of the factory as they would start the interrogation process, according to the Korea Times. The owner, who is in his 60s, reportedly denied he had put pressure on the Thai to return to Thailand and said he did not fire the air gun at him "just for fun", the media outlet reported.

The South Korean Justice Ministry has made a move not to deport him due to his overstayed status to facilitate the probe, while the Ministry of Employment and Labour has inspected the factory, it added.

The story was also reported in the Business and Human Rights Centre, a non-government organisation in South Korea.

Hwaseong city is located about 60 kilometres southwest of Seoul.
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																JERUSALEM/BEIRUT/ISLAMABAD - A fragile two-week ceasefire between the United States and  Iran showed further strain on Friday, a day before they are to negotiate in Pakistan, as Washington accused Tehran of breaching promises on the Strait of Hormuz and Israel struck Lebanon with attacks that Iran has claimed violate the truce.
There was no sign Iran was lifting its near-total blockade of the strait, which has caused the worst-ever disruption to global energy supplies. Tehran cited Israel's ongoing attacks on Lebanon, which included the heaviest strikes of the war on Wednesday, as a key sticking point.

US President Donald Trump said  in a social media post late Thursday that Iran [?]was doing a "very poor job" of allowing oil to go through the strait. "That is not the agreement we have!"

In a separate post, he said oil would start flowing again, without saying what actions the US might take. In the first 24 hours of the ceasefire, which Trump announced on Tuesday, just a single oil products tanker and five dry bulk carriers sailed through the strait, which typically carries a fifth of the world's oil and liquefied natural gas flows and 140 ships a day before the war.

Fresh attacks

Israel's military said early on Friday it had struck 10 launchers in Lebanon that fired rockets toward northern Israel on Thursday evening, and that Iran-allied armed group Hezbollah launched a missile at Israel, triggering [?]air sirens.

The missile was intercepted, according to the Times of Israel. Hezbollah said it had targeted Israeli military infrastructure in the northern city of Haifa.

The US and Israel have said the latest ceasefire does not include Lebanon, which Israel invaded last month - in parallel with the war on Iran - to root out Hezbollah. But Iran and Pakistan, which acted as mediator, say Lebanon was explicitly part of the deal.

Iran's Parliament Speaker Mohammad Baqer Qalibaf, expected to head the Iranian delegation opposite US Vice President JD Vance, said on social media that Lebanon and the rest  of Iran's "axis" of regional allies were inseparable parts of any ceasefire.

In a defiant statement, Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei said on Thursday that Iran would exact retribution for the war.

"We will certainly not leave unpunished the criminal aggressors who attacked our country. We will undoubtedly demand compensation for every  single damage inflicted," he said in the statement.

The agreement for a two-week truce, mediated by Pakistan, came just hours before a deadline that Trump said would trigger US attacks on Iran's power plants and bridges and the destruction of "a whole civilization."

US-Iran talks scheduled for Saturday

In Pakistan, authorities were preparing  for [?]the first round of US-Iran talks on Saturday aimed at settling the conflict that began with US and Israeli attacks on Iran on Feb 28.

Iran released on Wednesday a 10-point proposal for a settlement to the war that included maintaining control of the Strait [?]of Hormuz, acceptance of Iran's right to nuclear enrichment, lifting of sanctions and ending the war, including against Hezbollah in Lebanon.

While he said Israel would continue attacks on Hezbollah, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, whose government rebuffed an offer for direct talks with Lebanon last month, said on Thursday he had given instructions to start peace talks as soon as possible, which would include disarming Hezbollah.

"The negotiations will focus on disarming [?]Hezbollah and establishing peaceful relations between Israel and Lebanon," he said.

A senior Lebanese official told Reuters Lebanon had spent the last day pushing for  a temporary ceasefire to allow for broader talks with Israel, describing the effort as a "separate track but the same model" as the US -Iran truce.

Israel was preparing to scale down its attacks in Lebanon, a senior Israeli official said on Thursday. US media outlets reported that Trump said he asked Netanyahu to be more "low-key" in Lebanon.

Another Israeli official said talks with Lebanon were expected to begin in Washington next week. A US State Department official confirmed the US would host [?]next week's meeting to "discuss ongoing ceasefire negotiations."

Hezbollah lawmaker Ali Fayyad said in a  statement on Thursday that the group rejected direct negotiations with Israel and the Lebanese government should demand a ceasefire as a precondition to further steps.
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																The National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) has reached a consensus that it has the authority to regulate over-the-top (OTT) platforms, and will embed this oversight in its upcoming Broadcasting and Television Master Plan (2026-2030).
The decision was made after five hours of debate on this single contentious issue at a recent board meeting.

OTT services deliver video, audio and television content via the public internet.

Platforms such as YouTube have rapidly reshaped content consumption habits in Thailand, raising questions over regulatory parity with traditional broadcasters.

The meeting, chaired by NBTC chairman Sarana Boonbaichaiyapruck, involved lengthy discussions on the definition of OTT services, underscoring the legal and conceptual complexity of regulating borderless digital platforms.

At one point, repeated questions over terminology led to tension among board members, with commissioner Pirongrong Ramasoota expressing concern that prolonged definitional debates could delay long-awaited progress on the draft Broadcasting and Television Master Plan.

Consensus reached

A breakthrough came after commissioner Supachai Supachalasai proposed that the board move beyond discussions on the definition of OTT services to focus instead on policy direction. The board ultimately agreed that the NBTC possesses the authority to regulate OTT services, based on existing legal interpretations and prior board resolutions dating back to 2017 and 2023, which classify OTT as a form of broadcasting service.

However, the regulator acknowledged that oversight would need to be exercised in coordination with other agencies, particularly the Electronic Transactions Development Agency (ETDA), which enforces the Royal Decree on Digital Platform Services (2022), requiring platform operators to notify authorities of their business activities.

Mrs Pirongrong said that the regulatory approach would prioritise platform-level accountability rather than direct control over content creators or influencers.

"The focus will be on establishing accountability mechanisms for the platforms themselves, not on regulating individual content producers," she said, noting that detailed regulatory criteria would be developed after the master plan is finalised.

The NBTC's move to govern OTT services is an effort to level the playing field between traditional digital TV operators, who are subject to stringent licensing conditions and compliance costs, and OTT platforms, which have so far operated under a lighter regulatory framework.

Key criteria for oversight are expected to include whether a platform actively targets Thai users, offers Thai-language interfaces, and distributes audiovisual content within the country.

Commissioner Air Marshal Thanapant Raicharoen said that the NBTC is urgently addressing regulatory gaps, particularly in tackling the spread of harmful or misleading online content.

He noted that the new master plan would seek to maximise the use of existing legal tools while strengthening inter-agency cooperation to ensure more effective governance of digital media ecosystems.

The NBTC is also exploring the development of a national digital platform to facilitate public access to radio and television content via the internet.

Such a platform could serve as a strategic channel to promote Thai cultural identity and ensure the continued relevance of domestic broadcasters amid intensifying competition from global streaming giants.

The draft broadcasting and TV master plan will continue to undergo deliberation, with further discussions scheduled for April 21-22.

Issues such as the long-term roadmap for digital television broadcasting and the future of broadcast licensing frameworks remain under consideration.

In the latest meeting round, the NBTC did not discuss whether to extend digital TV broadcasting licences after they end in 2029.
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																The National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) delivered case files to the Supreme Court in a high-profile ethics case against 44 former Move Forward Party (MFP) MPs who signed a proposal to amend Section 112 of the Criminal Code, the lese majeste law.
Attention has now turned to whether the court could order currently serving MPs to suspend their duties.

At the Supreme Court on Thursday, NACC officials arrived in three vans carrying dozens of boxes of case documents. Court police and judicial staff were seen using trolleys to move the files into the court building, while officials closely checked the inventory.

The case dates back to 2021, when Pita Limjaroenrat, then leader of the MFP, led a group of 44 MPs in submitting a package of five bills aimed at protecting freedom of expression and due process rights, including a bill to amend Section 112, to the parliament president.

The NACC petition stemmed from a ruling issued by the Constitutional Court on Jan 31, 2024, which said the MFP's efforts to amend Section 112 constituted an attempt to overthrow the constitutional monarchy.

Of the 44 MPs named in the NACC petition, 10 are currently serving as MPs under the People's Party (PP), including PP leader Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut, deputy leader Sirikanya Tansakun, and senior figures such as Rangsiman Rome and Wayo Assawarungruang.

If the Supreme Court formally accepts the petition, the judicial panel may order those who remain in office to immediately suspend their parliamentary duties, unless the court rules otherwise.

Speaking before a joint sitting of parliament, Mr Natthaphong said the PP remained focused on its role in scrutinising the government's policy statement, with more than 20 MPs prepared to speak on issues including the economy, energy and PM2.5 pollution.

On the 44 MPs, he said the party was waiting for clarity about the case and believed that, under normal procedures, any court order would likely come after next week's Songkran holiday, unless the process was accelerated.

Meanwhile, Suriya Hongwilai, spokesman for the Courts of Justice, said once a petition is accepted, respondents must cease performing their duties immediately pending judgement, unless ordered by a court otherwise.

The court will then schedule preliminary hearings, examine evidence and proceed to witness hearings before issuing a final ruling, the spokesman said.
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																The National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) has approved a new set of draft regulations to expand drone spectrum use, upgrade technical standards, and strengthen oversight of drone operations nationwide.
Commissioner Air Marshal Thanapant Raicharoen said the NBTC's board meeting on April 7 endorsed four draft notifications covering key aspects of drone operations.

These include regulations on spectrum licensing conditions for unmanned aerial vehicles, technical standards for onboard radar systems, ground station communications via satellite networks, and general criteria for the use of radio frequencies and telecom equipment.

The new framework marks a significant shift from previous rules, which limited drone operations to within "visual line of sight", to cover more advanced use cases such as logistics, surveillance, and industrial applications.

In addition, new spectrum bands have been allocated for drone radar systems to enhance obstacle avoidance and collision prevention capabilities.

A key highlight of the draft regulations is the introduction of a mandatory remote ID system. This will allow drones to broadcast identification and real-time location data during flight, effectively functioning as a "digital licence plate".

The system is expected to improve transparency and enable both authorities and the public to monitor drone activity more effectively.

The NBTC has proposed additional spectrum allocations across multiple categories for drones to improve operational efficiency.

There are new unlicensed bands at 72-72.475MHz and 920-925MHz, supplementing existing bands such as 433MHz, 2.4GHz and 5.8GHz.

Meanwhile, the use includes all allocated mobile telecom bands, excluding the 2600MHz band.

In addition, it comprises satellite spectrum in the 1518-1559MHz and 1610-1660.5MHz ranges, subject to prior flight approval from the Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand.

AM Thanapant added that while Thailand has required drone registration since 2020, the previous framework relied mainly on notification rather than licensing and was limited to unlicensed bands and operation within visual line of sight.

Under the new draft, drones capable of beyond visual line of sight operations will require ownership authorisation prior to use. Combined with the remote ID requirement, these measures are expected to significantly strengthen regulatory enforcement.

The NBTC is inviting stakeholders and the public to participate in an upcoming public hearing on the draft before finalising the regulations.

The commission is also coordinating closely with the Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand and military agencies to ensure alignment across safety and security frameworks.
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																The Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) has intensified law enforcement actions to reinforce market credibility, as a sharp rise in investment scams, largely driven by social media, emerges as a growing systemic risk.
Regulators have warned that financial losses from investment fraud have now exceeded those from online shopping scams, underscoring the increasing scale and sophistication of illicit activities targeting retail investors.

Data from the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) shows a significant surge in scam-related activity during the first three months of the year. More than 3,473 incidents were reported, up more than 71% year-on-year, while requests for investor consultation jumped 391% to 3,194 cases.

Most fraudulent schemes were disseminated via widely used platforms such as Line, TikTok and Facebook, reflecting a structural shift towards digital channels as primary tools for financial deception.

The SEC coordinated with platform providers to block 279 fraudulent accounts, achieving full takedown within 7 minutes to 48 hours. However, officials acknowledged that scammers continue to adapt rapidly, often reappearing under new identities.

According to SEC deputy secretary-general Anek Yooyuen, scammers are increasingly leveraging advanced tactics to build credibility and lure victims.

These include impersonating public figures and regulators, creating convincing personal profiles, and deploying fake investment platforms that simulate real-time trading and profits. In many cases, victims are persuaded by perceived trustworthiness, such as professional appearances or reputable identities, rather than verifiable information.

Fraudsters also frequently rotate accounts across platforms to evade detection, making enforcement more complex despite the use of artificial intelligence and monitoring systems by authorities, he said.

Targeted enforcement

Between Jan 1 and March 31, the regulator filed five criminal cases involving 37 offenders, covering market manipulation, fraud, false disclosures, and unlicensed business operations.

Cases included one market manipulation case involving 21 individuals, one fraud case, and three cases related to unlicensed operations involving 15 individuals.

Although the number of cases remains below full-year 2025 levels, the SEC emphasised that enforcement has become more targeted, focusing on high-impact and complex violations.

Civil enforcement also reflected a tougher stance. In the first quarter, authorities imposed civil penalties in three cases involving six offenders, while four cases involving 18 offenders reached settlement agreements.

Efforts to combat financial crime in digital assets also intensified. The number of suspended mule accounts rose from 47,692 at the end of 2025 to 53,715 by February 2026.

The increase reflects stronger coordination between regulators and digital asset operators to prevent the misuse of accounts for illegal financial flows, he said.

Nevertheless, the SEC stressed that enforcement alone is insufficient to address the scale of the problem, calling for greater public awareness and cross-sector cooperation.

Authorities urged investors to verify information before making decisions and encouraged the use of official channels, including the SEC hotline, to check suspicious investment offers.

The regulator also called on the media and the public to help disseminate warnings and report fraudulent activities promptly to reduce the number of victims.

Mr Anek said the latest developments indicated a broader shift in Thailand's regulatory approach towards proactive enforcement, faster intervention, and stricter penalties.

"While short-term market impact remains limited, the intensified measures are expected to strengthen long-term investor confidence, improve transparency, and reduce systemic risks across both traditional and digital asset markets," he said.

As financial fraud continues to evolve alongside technology, regulators are likely to maintain a firm stance, balancing enforcement with investor education to safeguard the integrity of the capital market, he added.
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								Thai shares increasingly viewed as 'safe haven' by global investors, says SET president
							

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: (Photo: 123RF)]
											
																							
													(Photo: 123RF)												

																					

									

																Despite recent geopolitical tensions, particularly the escalation in the Middle East and energy market disruptions, Thailand's equity market has demonstrated resilience, with the benchmark SET Index rebounding past the 1,500-point mark on Friday.
The increase signals renewed investor confidence and reinforces its appeal among foreign investors seeking stability and long-term growth opportunities in an increasingly volatile global environment, said the Stock Exchange of Thailand.

The SET index moved in a range of 1,449.43 and 1,510.02 points this week, before closing on Friday at 1,506.84, an increase of 3.6% from the previous week, with daily turnover averaging 52.18 billion baht.

For the year to date, the Thai index has soared 15%, outperforming several regional peers. However, it declined 5.2% in March from a month earlier to 1,448 points, weighed down by investor concerns over US-Iran tensions and the closure of the Strait of Hormuz, which triggered a sharp spike in global energy prices.

"Thai equities are increasingly viewed as a 'safe haven' by global investors," said SET president Asadej Kongsiri, citing an attractive average dividend yield of about 4.25%, compared with a regional average of 2.9% to 3%.

"Thailand offers a compelling combination of income stability and long-term growth potential. Relatively moderate valuations, without signs of overheating or asset bubbles, further enhance market attractiveness," he added.

Thailand's equity market also functions as a "buffer" against global volatility. Unlike markets heavily driven by high-growth tech stocks, Thai equities are broadly diversified and have not experienced excessive price surges in recent years.

This has helped cushion downside risks during crises, such as the recent energy shock, where the Thai market declined by roughly 5%, compared with regional counterparts.

Foreign investor sentiment remains constructive. While net foreign outflows reached 39.7 billion baht in March, investors were still net buyers of 19.1 billion baht in the first quarter.

Notably, foreign investors accounted for 53.8% of total trading value, underscoring their dominant role in market liquidity.

A key structural strength lies in the composition of foreign investors, with approximately 37% classified as strategic long-term investors with confidence in Thailand's infrastructure, policy direction and economic fundamentals, said Mr Asadej.

The combined SET and Market for Alternative Investment (MAI) average daily trading value jumped 95.6% year on year to 75.3 billion baht. For the first quarter of 2026, the total average daily trading value soared 52% from a year earlier to 65.1 billion baht.

Policy tailwinds

Investors are closely monitoring Thailand's economic restructuring efforts, including the expansion of renewable energy, carbon credit markets and regulatory reforms aligned with OECD standards. These initiatives are expected to serve as long-term growth catalysts.

Additionally, the formation of a new government and the roll out of policy measures to mitigate rising energy costs are seen as supportive factors that could strengthen macroeconomic stability and policy execution.

Complementing these structural trends, the SET is advancing its flagship Jump+ initiative, aimed at enhancing corporate value and elevating market quality. The programme has attracted 143 listed companies, of which 87 are from the main bourse and 56 from MAI.

So far, 93 companies have presented their strategic plans, with all participants expected to complete presentations by April 17. Each company is required to outline a three-year roadmap (2026-28) covering business strategy, corporate governance and environmental, social and goverance (ESG) integration.

Notably, 96% of participating firms have set targets for revenue or profit growth, supported by 278 strategic initiatives spanning growth, efficiency and financial stability. More than 80% have also adopted voluntary climate action plans, reflecting a clear shift towards sustainability.

To ensure accountability, companies must report progress every six months and maintain ongoing communication with investors.

The Jump+ initiative underscores the SET's broader ambition to enhance transparency, strengthen investor confidence and reinforce the long-term resilience of Thailand's capital market, Mr Asadej noted.
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																Thailand has limited ammunition to address its economic problems, Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas said on Friday.
The government will approve soft loans to promote solar panel installation and electric vehicle (EV) purchases and is considering a car trade-in scheme, Mr Ekniti told reporters.

The budget for the next fiscal year will cut unnecessary spending, he said.

Measures to help vulnerable groups will be proposed at a special cabinet meeting on Saturday, the minister said, adding that the government plans a borrowing guarantee for an oil subsidy fund and other measures to mitigate the impact of rising oil prices.
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Bank of Thailand (BoT) Governor Vitai Ratanakorn said on Thursday the policy rate of 1.00% would be left on hold despite the economic impact of the war in the Middle East. 

Mr Vitai warned growth could slow to 1.3-1.7% this year and inflation could rise to 2.5-3.5%, depending on the conflict.
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																The National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) has reached a consensus that it has the authority to regulate over-the-top (OTT) platforms, and will embed this oversight in its upcoming Broadcasting and Television Master Plan (2026-2030).
The decision was made after five hours of debate on this single contentious issue at a recent board meeting.

OTT services deliver video, audio and television content via the public internet.

Platforms such as YouTube have rapidly reshaped content consumption habits in Thailand, raising questions over regulatory parity with traditional broadcasters.

The meeting, chaired by NBTC chairman Sarana Boonbaichaiyapruck, involved lengthy discussions on the definition of OTT services, underscoring the legal and conceptual complexity of regulating borderless digital platforms.

At one point, repeated questions over terminology led to tension among board members, with commissioner Pirongrong Ramasoota expressing concern that prolonged definitional debates could delay long-awaited progress on the draft Broadcasting and Television Master Plan.

Consensus reached

A breakthrough came after commissioner Supachai Supachalasai proposed that the board move beyond discussions on the definition of OTT services to focus instead on policy direction. The board ultimately agreed that the NBTC possesses the authority to regulate OTT services, based on existing legal interpretations and prior board resolutions dating back to 2017 and 2023, which classify OTT as a form of broadcasting service.

However, the regulator acknowledged that oversight would need to be exercised in coordination with other agencies, particularly the Electronic Transactions Development Agency (ETDA), which enforces the Royal Decree on Digital Platform Services (2022), requiring platform operators to notify authorities of their business activities.

Mrs Pirongrong said that the regulatory approach would prioritise platform-level accountability rather than direct control over content creators or influencers.

"The focus will be on establishing accountability mechanisms for the platforms themselves, not on regulating individual content producers," she said, noting that detailed regulatory criteria would be developed after the master plan is finalised.

The NBTC's move to govern OTT services is an effort to level the playing field between traditional digital TV operators, who are subject to stringent licensing conditions and compliance costs, and OTT platforms, which have so far operated under a lighter regulatory framework.

Key criteria for oversight are expected to include whether a platform actively targets Thai users, offers Thai-language interfaces, and distributes audiovisual content within the country.

Commissioner Air Marshal Thanapant Raicharoen said that the NBTC is urgently addressing regulatory gaps, particularly in tackling the spread of harmful or misleading online content.

He noted that the new master plan would seek to maximise the use of existing legal tools while strengthening inter-agency cooperation to ensure more effective governance of digital media ecosystems.

The NBTC is also exploring the development of a national digital platform to facilitate public access to radio and television content via the internet.

Such a platform could serve as a strategic channel to promote Thai cultural identity and ensure the continued relevance of domestic broadcasters amid intensifying competition from global streaming giants.

The draft broadcasting and TV master plan will continue to undergo deliberation, with further discussions scheduled for April 21-22.

Issues such as the long-term roadmap for digital television broadcasting and the future of broadcast licensing frameworks remain under consideration.

In the latest meeting round, the NBTC did not discuss whether to extend digital TV broadcasting licences after they end in 2029.
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																The National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) has approved a new set of draft regulations to expand drone spectrum use, upgrade technical standards, and strengthen oversight of drone operations nationwide.
Commissioner Air Marshal Thanapant Raicharoen said the NBTC's board meeting on April 7 endorsed four draft notifications covering key aspects of drone operations.

These include regulations on spectrum licensing conditions for unmanned aerial vehicles, technical standards for onboard radar systems, ground station communications via satellite networks, and general criteria for the use of radio frequencies and telecom equipment.

The new framework marks a significant shift from previous rules, which limited drone operations to within "visual line of sight", to cover more advanced use cases such as logistics, surveillance, and industrial applications.

In addition, new spectrum bands have been allocated for drone radar systems to enhance obstacle avoidance and collision prevention capabilities.

A key highlight of the draft regulations is the introduction of a mandatory remote ID system. This will allow drones to broadcast identification and real-time location data during flight, effectively functioning as a "digital licence plate".

The system is expected to improve transparency and enable both authorities and the public to monitor drone activity more effectively.

The NBTC has proposed additional spectrum allocations across multiple categories for drones to improve operational efficiency.

There are new unlicensed bands at 72-72.475MHz and 920-925MHz, supplementing existing bands such as 433MHz, 2.4GHz and 5.8GHz.

Meanwhile, the use includes all allocated mobile telecom bands, excluding the 2600MHz band.

In addition, it comprises satellite spectrum in the 1518-1559MHz and 1610-1660.5MHz ranges, subject to prior flight approval from the Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand.

AM Thanapant added that while Thailand has required drone registration since 2020, the previous framework relied mainly on notification rather than licensing and was limited to unlicensed bands and operation within visual line of sight.

Under the new draft, drones capable of beyond visual line of sight operations will require ownership authorisation prior to use. Combined with the remote ID requirement, these measures are expected to significantly strengthen regulatory enforcement.

The NBTC is inviting stakeholders and the public to participate in an upcoming public hearing on the draft before finalising the regulations.

The commission is also coordinating closely with the Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand and military agencies to ensure alignment across safety and security frameworks.
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																The Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) has intensified law enforcement actions to reinforce market credibility, as a sharp rise in investment scams, largely driven by social media, emerges as a growing systemic risk.
Regulators have warned that financial losses from investment fraud have now exceeded those from online shopping scams, underscoring the increasing scale and sophistication of illicit activities targeting retail investors.

Data from the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) shows a significant surge in scam-related activity during the first three months of the year. More than 3,473 incidents were reported, up more than 71% year-on-year, while requests for investor consultation jumped 391% to 3,194 cases.

Most fraudulent schemes were disseminated via widely used platforms such as Line, TikTok and Facebook, reflecting a structural shift towards digital channels as primary tools for financial deception.

The SEC coordinated with platform providers to block 279 fraudulent accounts, achieving full takedown within 7 minutes to 48 hours. However, officials acknowledged that scammers continue to adapt rapidly, often reappearing under new identities.

According to SEC deputy secretary-general Anek Yooyuen, scammers are increasingly leveraging advanced tactics to build credibility and lure victims.

These include impersonating public figures and regulators, creating convincing personal profiles, and deploying fake investment platforms that simulate real-time trading and profits. In many cases, victims are persuaded by perceived trustworthiness, such as professional appearances or reputable identities, rather than verifiable information.

Fraudsters also frequently rotate accounts across platforms to evade detection, making enforcement more complex despite the use of artificial intelligence and monitoring systems by authorities, he said.

Targeted enforcement

Between Jan 1 and March 31, the regulator filed five criminal cases involving 37 offenders, covering market manipulation, fraud, false disclosures, and unlicensed business operations.

Cases included one market manipulation case involving 21 individuals, one fraud case, and three cases related to unlicensed operations involving 15 individuals.

Although the number of cases remains below full-year 2025 levels, the SEC emphasised that enforcement has become more targeted, focusing on high-impact and complex violations.

Civil enforcement also reflected a tougher stance. In the first quarter, authorities imposed civil penalties in three cases involving six offenders, while four cases involving 18 offenders reached settlement agreements.

Efforts to combat financial crime in digital assets also intensified. The number of suspended mule accounts rose from 47,692 at the end of 2025 to 53,715 by February 2026.

The increase reflects stronger coordination between regulators and digital asset operators to prevent the misuse of accounts for illegal financial flows, he said.

Nevertheless, the SEC stressed that enforcement alone is insufficient to address the scale of the problem, calling for greater public awareness and cross-sector cooperation.

Authorities urged investors to verify information before making decisions and encouraged the use of official channels, including the SEC hotline, to check suspicious investment offers.

The regulator also called on the media and the public to help disseminate warnings and report fraudulent activities promptly to reduce the number of victims.

Mr Anek said the latest developments indicated a broader shift in Thailand's regulatory approach towards proactive enforcement, faster intervention, and stricter penalties.

"While short-term market impact remains limited, the intensified measures are expected to strengthen long-term investor confidence, improve transparency, and reduce systemic risks across both traditional and digital asset markets," he said.

As financial fraud continues to evolve alongside technology, regulators are likely to maintain a firm stance, balancing enforcement with investor education to safeguard the integrity of the capital market, he added.
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																Bitcoin prices are expected to rebound in the second quarter of 2026, supported by easing geopolitical tensions and a gradual return of risk appetite. However, prolonged conflicts that drive oil prices above US$100 per barrel could trigger a broad sell-off across risk assets, including cryptocurrencies, says Merkle Capital.
Woramet Chansen, an investment adviser at the digital asset fund manager, said the improving outlook reflects a shift towards a "risk-on" environment as investors become less concerned about global uncertainties and begin reallocating capital into higher-yield assets.

This sentiment has been supported by early signs of de-escalation in geopolitical tensions, including a two-week ceasefire, although uncertainties remain.

As risk sentiment improves, capital is rotating out of safe-haven assets, noted Mr Woramet.

The US dollar has weakened, while funds are gradually being reallocated into bonds and gold before moving into higher-risk assets such as cryptocurrencies.

Despite ongoing volatility, Bitcoin is expected to benefit as investors become more confident in redeploying capital, he added.

From a technical standpoint, Bitcoin is approaching a key accumulation zone. On-chain data shows that the average cost basis of long-term holders market value to realised value is around $54,000, a level historically associated with strong buying interest.

Previous cycle data suggests downside support near $45,000, while institutional investors are estimated to have accumulated positions around $70,000, particularly during the early phase of spot Bitcoin exchange-traded fund (ETF) adoption.

With prices having declined roughly 50% from recent highs of $126,000 reached in October 2025, Bitcoin is now seen as entering the mid-phase of its traditional four-year cycle, suggesting that accumulation may be underway ahead of a potential recovery.

Institutional flows remain a crucial upside driver. Currently, ETF-related investments account for about 7% of Bitcoin's total market capitalisation, or roughly 0.66% of institutional assets under management.

Mr Woramet projects ETF inflows could expand by 2-5 times, providing significant upward momentum. At the same time, low speculative positioning in derivatives markets suggests that renewed spot demand in the second quarter could accelerate price gains.

In contrast, Ethereum continues to lag behind Bitcoin, facing weaker institutional interest, declining trading volumes and an inability to reclaim previous all-time highs, factors that have contributed to sustained selling pressure.

Macro conditions will also play a key role. Markets are increasingly shifting focus towards potential interest rate cuts by the Federal Reserve, which could further support risk assets if policy easing becomes clearer in the coming months.

Nevertheless, risks remain. A surge in oil prices above $100 per barrel could reignite inflation concerns and trigger a return to risk-off sentiment. In such a scenario, investors may liquidate risk assets broadly and move back into cash or safe havens, potentially pushing Bitcoin back towards its cycle lows.

"The second quarter will be a critical period," said Mr Woramet, adding that Bitcoin's recovery trajectory will depend on geopolitical stability, energy prices and the pace of global liquidity returning to markets.
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																The University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce (UTCC) has revised down its forecast for this year's Songkran spending to as low as 120 billion baht, from 129.6 billion baht, citing rising diesel prices.
Last week, the UTCC's Center for Economic and Business Forecasting projected that money circulated during the festival would reach 129 billion baht this year, a 3.7% drop from 2025 and a 4.6% decrease compared with the pre-pandemic level in 2019.

A survey indicated that Thais plan to spend less during the upcoming festive season. While 67% of respondents intend to travel during Songkran, the majority prefer to travel within their own provinces.

The survey found that nearly half of tourism operators expect revenue generated during the holiday to decline compared with last year, with Songkran 2026 anticipated to be less vibrant than in 2025.

However, this projection was made when diesel prices were around 40 baht per litre.

With current prices exceeding 48 baht per litre, Thanavath Phonvichai, president of the UTCC, said projected festival spending now stands at 120-125 billion baht.

"People will go out and enjoy Songkran, but they will be more cautious with their spending," he added.

In a separate survey, the UTCC revealed that the consumer confidence index declined to 51.8 in March, from 53.7 in the previous month, the lowest level since October 2025. Consumers remain concerned about the war in the Middle East and its effects, such as rising energy prices and living costs.

Moreover, agricultural prices remain low, particularly for rice and animal feed corn, further weakening consumers' purchasing power.

The Thai Chamber of Commerce Confidence Index stood at 43.3 in March, down from 44.5 in February.

Business operators are concerned about rising energy prices, increasing logistics costs, higher fertiliser prices, and the slow pace of economic recovery.

On the other hand, both consumers and business operators feel that the country's political situation is stabilising following the establishment of the new cabinet. This could pave the way for clearer economic policies and more effective stimulus measures.
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																The Thai Sugar Millers Corporation (TSMC) will keep sugar retail prices unchanged throughout April, but plans to raise prices in May.
Somchai Harnhiran, chairman of TSMC, said the global manufacturing sector is currently facing rising costs, particularly in energy and petrochemicals, which are affecting various industries, including Thailand's sugar sector.

Rapid increases in plastic pellet prices have raised packaging costs, resulting in about a 40% increase in the prices of bags and sacks used for sugar packaging.

These are all hidden costs that have risen across every stage of production and distribution, he said.

Despite sugar mill operators having tried to manage costs -- such as securing forward contracts for raw materials and controlling other expenses -- they are currently unable to avoid cost pressures, as other suppliers in the supply chain have gradually raised prices in response to higher costs.

He said sugar producers will keep retail prices unchanged until the end of April to help ease living costs for consumers.

Mr Somchai added that the sugar industry must adjust the price structure to better reflect the current situation to maintain a balance across production, liquidity management, and supply chain continuity.

"In May, we have to adjust sugar retail prices to ensure long-term stability of the industry, enabling all stakeholders including consumers, businesses and farmers to navigate this period," he said.

Thailand produces 11.8 million tonnes of sugar annually, with domestic consumption around 2.35 million tonnes. Of this, 450,000 tonnes are for direct household consumption or retail sales, while the remainder is used by industrial sectors such as food, beverages, and pharmaceuticals.

He said that in this price restructuring, the industry has carefully assessed the impacts from all perspectives and decided to increase only the retail price.

Meanwhile, prices for industrial buyers will remain unchanged for now to prevent ripple effects on other consumer goods prices and help maintain overall economic stability.
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																The Thai Credit Guarantee Corporation (TCG) has launched a loan guarantee measure worth 10 billion baht to support micro SMEs to enable them to weather the current energy crisis.
According to TCG president Sittikorn Direksoonthorn, such a small and medium enterprise assistance programme, particularly for micro SMEs, is being implemented under the "SMEs Smart Win" project, with a total guarantee limit of 10 billion baht.

The guarantee coverage per borrower ranges from 10,000 baht to 1 million baht. The guarantee fee is waived for the first three years, while from the fourth year, fees will be charged according to three risk-based tiers: 1%, 1.5%, and 2.5%.

For this project, TCG has adopted a credit scoring model and risk-based pricing approach to assess customer risk, helping reduce financing costs and improve loan approval rates for SMEs with acceptable risk profiles.

In addition, TCG aims to encourage financial institutions to extend more loans by offering a high maximum claim compensation rate, which helps absorb credit costs and provides credit enhancement for SMEs. This is intended to lower the loan rejection rate and strengthen lenders' confidence in approving additional credit for SMEs.

According to Mr Sittikorn, TCG is also committed to supporting vulnerable groups, particularly by helping small SMEs that lack collateral or guarantors gain easier access to financing.

In the first quarter of 2026, TCG provided more than 1.38 billion baht in loan guarantees for small SMEs seeking loans of no more than 200,000 baht, helping over 15,000 SMEs gain access to financing.

This marks significant growth compared with the whole of 2025, when guarantees for this segment totalled 2.38 billion baht, benefiting more than 19,150 SMEs.

The top three business categories among small SMEs receiving TCG guarantees are: small retail shops (traditional mom-and-pop stores (40%); street vendors, stall operators and fresh market traders (29.4%); and hair salons and beauty businesses (4.2%).

This reflects the core occupations of small SMEs, which form the country's grassroots economic base.

He added that the energy crisis has created both direct and indirect impacts, including sharply rising operating costs and more difficult trading conditions caused by weaker purchasing power.

As a result, TCG will intensify its support for small SMEs, helping them survive, sustain operations and overcome the current crisis.

To ensure comprehensive assistance for vulnerable small SMEs, another important plan is to expand guarantee coverage to non-bank lenders in the nano-finance sector, which currently includes more than 70 providers nationwide.

This initiative aims to help entrepreneurs who face difficulties accessing formal bank loans, with guarantee limits of up to 50,000 baht per borrower, helping strengthen liquidity and keep businesses afloat during this difficult period.

In addition, since early March, Mr Sittikorn said TCG has also been assisting SME clients affected by the conflict in the Middle East, particularly those in the tourism, export and import sectors.

The support measure includes a three-month suspension of guarantee fees and guarantee management fees for customers whose payments are due between March 15 and April 30.

At present, it has been found that a total of 46 customers have benefited from the fee suspension, representing guaranteed obligations of about 48 million baht.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3234344/thai-credit-guarantee-corporation-unveils-loan-scheme-for-micro-smes



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									EGATi moves to relax legal barriers on investments								

															

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: EGATi moves to relax legal barriers on investments]
											
																					

									

																Egat International (EGATi), a wholly owned subsidiary of the state-run Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand (EGAT), is seeking to remove legal restrictions that have long limited its investment decisions.
The move, if approved, could open the door to more business opportunities both domestically and abroad.

Rangsima Pakkoh, president of EGATi, revealed that the company has proposed a relaxation of rules requiring cabinet approval for investments in businesses in which its shareholding exceeds 25%.

Under the current framework, EGATi must seek government clearance for major projects, a process that often slows down decision-making. The company is now pushing to raise the threshold, allowing it to request investment approval directly from its parent firm without cabinet involvement.

Ms Rangsima explained that the restrictions have hindered EGATi's growth despite its status as a private company. Because it is fully owned by Egat, major decisions are subject to government oversight.

This has created challenges, particularly in competitive bidding processes where confidentiality is crucial.

Because EGATi's business projects must be approved by the cabinet, this may put the company at a disadvantage, as rivals could gain access to certain confidential information, said Ms Rangsima.

Since its establishment 19 years ago, EGATi has only been able to secure projects under government-to-government schemes.

Its portfolio includes the 290-megawatt Nam Ngiep hydropower project in Laos, a 37-MW floating solar farm in Thailand, and a 1,320-MW thermal power plant in Vietnam.

The company also holds a joint venture in coal mining through Adaro Indonesia, which produces 50 million tonnes of coal annually.

Looking ahead, EGATi plans to expand its footprint in renewable energy, aligning with Thailand's goal of achieving net-zero emissions by 2050.

The company is actively exploring hydropower opportunities in Laos, renewable energy ventures in neighbouring countries, and new technologies such as green hydrogen and small modular nuclear reactors.

Liquefied natural gas, a key fuel for power generation in Thailand, is also being studied.

Ms Rangsima emphasised that 2026 will be a year of exploration, with feasibility studies, risk assessments and new business models under review.

EGATi is also considering mergers and acquisitions to generate immediate revenue.

"We are interested in several large-scale projects and will continue to conduct feasibility studies," she said.

If the proposed legal changes are approved, EGATi expects smoother investment processes and greater flexibility to compete in the fast-evolving energy sector.
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																Wetlands are essential for Thailand's ecological health. Yet our wetlands face threats nationwide. In Chiang Rai province, the Royal Irrigation Department has dispatched bulldozers to convert the Wiang Nong Lom Wetland from a living landscape into a water reservoir, erasing its vitality as a natural system.
Wiang Nong Lom is an unusually valuable wetland covering over 14,000 rai (22.5 square kilometres). For centuries, it has managed water flow, supported biodiversity and provided for local communities. In 2002, the government designated it a Strategic Ecosystem, as Wiang Nong Lom surrounds Chiang Saen Lake (Nong Bong Kai), which is legally protected as a wetland of international significance (a Ramsar site) under the UN Convention on Wetlands of International Importance. Thailand is a signatory.

Wiang Nong Lom supports 286 plant species, 143 fish species and over 290 bird species, including threatened ones. Countless more species there include mammals, amphibians, reptiles, insects and fungi. It is a vital stop for migratory birds on the East Asian-Australasian flyway, which stretches from the Arctic Circle to Oceania. While all of Thailand's wetlands deserve protection, Wiang Nong Lom is particularly important because it hosts a "floating bog", a rare habitat found in very few other places in Thailand.

Despite being listed as a Strategic Ecosystem, this vital landscape is being transformed into a hellscape by a large-scale dredging project aimed at increasing water storage by 24 million cubic metres. The Royal Irrigation Department's mission is to improve water supply for farmers. However, the project's intended increase in "volume of water" does not justify destroying a rich wetland ecosystem.

The approval process for the Wiang Nong Lom reservoir project lacked genuine community involvement. To meet legal requirements for public consultation, authorities went through the motions of seeking local input. However, in practice, the process was top-down communication from central authorities.

The voices of the people whose lives have been intertwined with this wetland for generations, and of conservationists who recognise its ecological importance, have been drowned out by the roar of bulldozers. Residents have not been allowed to decide the future of their homeland. Nor has their detailed knowledge of how the wetland ecosystem functions been utilised by the engineers designing the reservoir. To let diverse stakeholders share their views with the public, the Siam Society will host a panel discussion on this case on Saturday, April 25, as detailed below.

A newly excavated open reservoir can hold a lot of water, but that is all it does. In contrast, a natural wetland performs multiple interconnected functions. It stores water, recharges groundwater, regulates streamflow, filters pollutants, transforms nutrients, sequesters carbon, dissipates flood energy, sustains fisheries, supports birds, nourishes livestock and feeds communities.

Let's stop this destructive project and others like it. We need to abandon one-dimensional irrigation strategies that prioritise water volume over preservation of living systems.

Excavating this wetland demonstrates a lack of awareness of the environmental damage the project causes. It ignores the needs of the local community, which has protected it for generations.

Government stakeholders -- and all of us as concerned citizens -- must recognise the vital role that wetlands like Wiang Nong Lom play in Thailand's natural heritage. These habitats are valuable national assets. Let us understand them and protect them.

Dr Rungsrit Kanjanavanit is a cardiologist and conservationist. The Siam Society Under Royal Patronage invites the public to hear him, other experts, government officials and community representatives in a panel discussion (in Thai), 'Wiang Nong Lom: The Significance of Wetlands', free of charge, on Saturday, April 25, 9.30am-12pm at 131 Asok Montri Road, Sukhumvit Soi 21.
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																Territorial buffers rarely, if ever, deliver the peace and security their advocates promise. After the collapse of the USSR, Ukraine was seen as a neutral cordon between Russia and Nato. Instead, it became a zone of increasingly fierce geopolitical contention, followed by open war.
In an era when ballistic missiles and drones can hit distant strategic targets with growing accuracy, the idea of a protective buffer zone is not just faulty; it is nonsense.

Yet Israeli Defence Minister Israel Katz insists that the IDF must occupy a large part of southern Lebanon to protect "displaced residents" living in northern Israel. He recently boasted that Israeli troops had destroyed five bridges on the Litani River, about 30km from the Lebanon-Israel border, thus creating a buffer zone that will be maintained "until northern Israel [is] safe". But this occupation, an obvious violation of international law, is unlikely to achieve its stated goals. If anything, it will leave Israelis, especially Israeli soldiers, more vulnerable.

After the horrors of World War II, the world agreed that no country is permitted to take land from others by force. Yet, in Gaza and southern Lebanon, it is watching Israel deliberately acquire large swaths of land by force.

In Gaza, the IDF is reportedly occupying more than 50% of the land. In Lebanon, Israel is pursuing an indefinite occupation of roughly 850-1,060km2. And in the West Bank, Israel has long insisted that it must keep the Jordan Valley west of the river as a buffer zone in any peace deal.

But with Iranian missiles and drones reaching Tel Aviv, Beit Shemesh, Haifa and Dimona -- and with Ukrainian drones reaching far into Russia -- the justification for such demands has collapsed. Moreover, by pushing to occupy even more land, Israel risks turning local civilians into frontline targets. Some critics even warn of a dynamic in which civilians will effectively serve as human shields, which would then provide a political/media bonanza for Israel's propagandists. At the same time, by occupying southern Lebanon, Israeli soldiers themselves will be closer to Hezbollah fighters, and thus in greater danger.

As the political scientist Dominic Tierney has shown, military power alone rarely wins wars because modern conflicts are political, social and ideological struggles, not merely tactical battles. "While a dominant military can win battles, secure terrain, and destroy conventional forces," he explains, "it often fails to create lasting peace or achieve political objectives -- known as 'winning the war' -- because it cannot fix underlying issues such as lack of legitimacy, insurgency, or deep-rooted political instability".

Far from acknowledging these limitations, Israel has already declared that it will prohibit the return of Lebanese citizens who fled before its latest ground invasion began. Such a policy is hardly new. Since 1948, Israel has denied the right of return to roughly 750,000 Palestinians and their descendants, despite numerous UN resolutions urging it to provide this option.

Rather than taking more land where opponents will always exist, the wiser strategy is to pursue a political settlement. Solutions already exist for both Gaza and Lebanon, but Israeli politicians appear more interested in preserving the status quo.

As Sun Tzu pointed out long ago, harming an enemy or simply taking land does not necessarily constitute a victory. On the contrary, a displaced enemy may return with even greater resolve, or the cost of holding the new ground may prove unsustainable. In a competitive, hostile environment, a retreating enemy can regroup and eventually strike back. The fight never truly ends.

But no ancient wisdom is needed to understand that countries should aim to resolve underlying tensions rather than trying to create buffers. Holding territory does not erase the other side. Hezbollah's opponents within Lebanon and Palestinian leaders who oppose Hamas have offered to cooperate with Israel, but Israel has adamantly refused. Its current leaders seem to believe that perpetual conflict and occupation better serve their interests than the unpopular political concessions peace would require.

But peace is the only sustainable option. Security in Gaza and Lebanon cannot be achieved through buffer zones, but only through a political settlement that addresses humanitarian needs and the root causes of the conflict. That requires respect for international law, accountability for actions that affect civilians on all sides and a genuine readiness to negotiate. The alternative is endless cycles of violence. (c)2026 Project Syndicate

Daoud Kuttab, a Palestinian-American journalist and a former professor of journalism at Princeton University, is the author of 'State of Palestine NOW: Practical and Logical Arguments for the Best Way to Bring Peace to the Middle East'.
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																It is encouraging news that opposition parties -- political rivals who rarely see eye to eye -- have launched a campaign this week to push for clean air legislation. This move comes after the former Clean Air Bill was killed off in its final reading last week by lawmakers led by the Bhumjaithai Party (BJT), which controls the Lower House.
The cooperation of the People's Party, Democrat Party, and Klatham Party represents a breath of fresh air for voters who want their elected officials to set aside political differences and address the serious problem of air pollution. A strong opposition is essential; without it, public administration risks being unilaterally controlled by the majority.

The opposition campaign will face significant hurdles. The Ministry of Environment, controlled by BJT list-MP Suchart Chomklin, plans to draft a new version of the clean air law that, according to him, will not upset investors and will limit enforcement powers. Therefore, opposition parties must actively engage the public and civil society to ensure that the new clean air law has broad input and reflects societal needs.

The demise of the former Clean Air Bill is more than a legislative setback; it is a warning about the direction of a parliament and government dominated by the BJT.

Last week, Supachai Jaisamut, a BJT list-MP, argued in the House that the bill would undermine investment and make the Thai economy less competitive. While there may be some merit to this concern, it raises the question of why the Lower House did not establish a special committee to make final amendments.

Measures such as reducing exorbitant penalties or limiting severe criminal sanctions could have addressed investor concerns. Yet the draft law was simply killed, despite having already passed previous readings in both the Upper and Lower Houses. That bill was not just legal text -- it incorporated extensive public participation from civic groups and political parties. The bigger question now is: what will the BJT's draft law look like? Will it include the spirit of public participation?

The failure of the Clean Air Bill is just the first warning sign. Other policies under the Anutin 2 administration are also raising concerns.

One example is the Land Bridge Project, a trillion-baht mega infrastructure plan that would connect two deep-sea ports in the Gulf of Thailand and the Andaman Sea. Because the area lacks a deep canal, a new rail network and roads would need to be built to move containers between the ports. The project would displace communities and damage the environment, drawing resistance from local residents. Despite warnings from logistics experts that shipping operators are unlikely to pay extra fees to unload and reload containers, the BJT-led government continues to back the project.

With majority control in both the Lower and Upper houses, the government can push through projects even if they are unsound.

This is why a strong opposition is crucial. Parties like the People's Party, Democrat Party, and Klatham Party play an essential role in ensuring that legislation is debated and passed on a bipartisan basis. Without a robust opposition, Parliament risks becoming little more than a rubber stamp.
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																Today, the world is witnessing the most explosive situation since World War II, all too visible in conflicts such as the Iran war.
"The world is upside down," a key UN official said recently. The suffering of the innocent should prompt not only a sense of indignation but also a motivation to alleviate the traumas lacerating the human panorama.

Could there humbly be an upturn somehow?

The desperate situation cannot be denied. There are at least eight key quagmires. First, there has been an amplification of warfare, witnessed by over 100 wars currently, both internal and international.

Second, the post-World War II system has been overturned by upheaval, where previously dependable superpowers have become more capricious.

Age-old alliances are now ruptured; previous friends are seen as opportunists who need to pay their way in the face of a solipsistic, transactional warrior syndrome.

Third, the multilateralism represented by the UN is now fractured, with the human rights framework of treaties and mechanisms fraying at the seams, especially with the withdrawal of a key superpower from the setting, while some other superpowers are embroiled in key violations.

Fourth, the global consensus to tackle climate change has been broken partly by filibustering of a rambunctious kind, with chronic discombobulation.

The worst fear is that global temperatures will climb above 2 degrees Celsius by the end of this century. The planet might not be habitable by then.

Fifth, ironically, the democracy deficit among authoritarian governments is now taking a strange turn.

In the country previously viewed as the democratic archetype, the independence of the judiciary and the transparency of the executive and legislative branches are being eroded by fiat emanating from the top, aligning with despotic elements and ushering in an era of reactionary and illiberal bedfellows.

This impacts especially the rights and liberties of the people at large, particularly members of the opposition, minorities and non-nationals who are demonised as profiteering from national development; the civic space has shrunk drastically.

Sixth, there is the cohort of big business, the oligarchs of digitalisation and artificial intelligence (AI), which, in concert with some political leaders, prefer few or no guardrails.

The dangers of unruly technology represented by these mega-adventurers are already menacing humanity, especially if lethal autonomous weapons and AI can trigger their own decisions without human control or restraint.

Seventh, the conflagration over resources, bottlenecks in energy flows, and monopolisation of critical minerals and fuels destabilise access to the basics of life for communities that have little or no say in international power play.

Aid depletion also takes its toll today in the reduction of assistance for a huge number of development programmes, non-governmental organisations and the UN.

Eighth, most regrettably, the depredation and degradation of the human condition and well-being are self-evident in the lives of more than 200 million people now affected by warfare. Peace, safety and security underpinning humanity are disparaged by proliferating hate speech, distorting realities and fabricating narratives that augment fear and deprivation.

Yet in the face of such negativities, there is a window to explore as a possible gateway to mitigate the pain and suffering. First, on warfare, the International Committee of the Red Cross has rightly called for the following: sustain principled humanitarian action; uphold international humanitarian law (such as shunning attacks on civilians and assisting the sick and wounded); urge allies to do the same; counter dehumanisation; protect humanitarian workers; and work for peace while restoring global solidarity.

Second, it is undeniable that parts of the international system are wasteful and dysfunctional; they can be downsized. The more sedentary, office-oriented branches of the UN can be reduced to cope with the financial crisis. The best parts of the UN remain those at the field level, offering protection and assistance to people in need.

Third, with the rise of middle powers, strategic hedging is key to avoiding being subsumed under the influence of one or another superpower. This group can also identify its niche input pragmatically and undertake bridge-building and coalition-building as a counterweight to other nodes of power.

Fourth, especially as multilateralism weakens, there is all the more reason for democratic and open systems at the national level to set good examples and assist others to follow the preferred pathway. Free and fair elections and the presence of multiparty systems remain the backbone of democracy, and national settings can support one another while respecting state sovereignty.

Fifth, with the decline of aid, civil society organisations and programmes now have to downsize. They should be assisted to generate income rather than remain mere recipients of aid. This requires planning and action to make equitable and diversify access to funding, aid and resource generation.

Sixth, the presence of a vigilant civil society and responsible stakeholders, including the business sector, is essential. This is closely linked with the need to respect political rights such as freedom of expression and association, while the business sector should undertake due diligence to mitigate harm, contribute to environmental protection, ensure transparency against corruption, protect labour and remain subject to monitoring by human rights defenders.

Seventh, wise regulation and deregulation are needed to address the full spectrum of concerns. A key area for regulatory guardrails is safeguarding children from addiction to digitalisation and AI, and related abuse, while deregulation is needed to remove laws that inhibit the enjoyment of civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights. The right to a sustainable environment encourages a justice-based approach. A variety of transparent, fair and independent mechanisms and personnel serve as checks and balances to rein in abuses of power.

Eighth and finally, the spiritual element should not be overlooked. The strength of prayer -- not necessarily based on religion -- may help nurture a spark of empathy that can ripple gradually from the personal to the institutional level. This is invigorated by cross-cultural engagement among different communities. At a time of ageing populations and declining birth rates, intergenerational relationships can be strengthened to be mutually caring and humanising. That is, humbly, the trajectory of hope despite all the travails of the world.
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																The world's focus is on the US-induced debacle in the Strait of Hormuz, but it's another narrow strait that sums up the current state of US power in the world: Suez.
Donald Trump has done for the US what the 1956 Suez crisis did for Britain -- marked the apogee of a world-encircling empire. It's all downhill from here.

If pressed to identify the moment when the US completely lost the script, it can be pinned to a single crazed tweet: "A whole civilisation will die tonight, never to be brought back again."

Mr Trump is childlike and transparent in his egotism, often mean-spirited and a malignant narcissist, but he is capable of pulling the brakes on his own disastrous turns of phrase. He is sick and unfit for office, but not, to date, an unrestrained psycho-killer without compunction -- and for that the world breathes a little easier today.

Here in Thailand, people went to bed not knowing what dawn would bring. Mercifully, nobody turning to the news in Bangkok yesterday morning got hit with the expected gut-punch that a genocidal bombing campaign was underway in Iran. The dire possibility of an atomic strike -- never specified but arguably implicit in a threat to wipe out an entire civilisation -- did not materialise. Mr Trump backed down. The bombing campaign has been called off, for at least two weeks, hopefully for good. The world may be unsettled, but it is intact -- unviolated by nuclear scourge, still chugging along. Just another day of bad weather, high prices, social uncertainty and inept governance. None of that is good, but even relative normalcy feels like a gift in these troubled times.

Thailand is heading into a long national holiday this week. There will be less travel and long lines at the pumps, but even a hint of festivity is welcome after a dark and disruptive month. There's nothing abstract about the dangers of the Strait of Hormuz to Thai people -- one of the first nations to feel Iran's fury in the deadly attack on the Thai-flagged Mayuree Naree. Three seamen were killed, though it took weeks to access the listing craft and identify the bodies. It is perhaps one of the unique horrors of the modern world's dependence on oil that a country like Thailand -- uninvolved in the hostilities and trying hard to stay neutral -- not only took a direct hit but was eager to strike a deal and get back to business with the very forces that shot its boat dead in the water.

Critics say Mr Trump likes to make threats and then cave. It's happened often enough to earn its own acronym: Taco -- Trump Always Chickens Out. It doesn't speak well for courage or consistency, but we can be thankful for this limitation. His intemperate threats are a lasting outrage, perhaps even legally actionable, but his most recent reversal at least offers a moment to exhale. Mr Trump is erratic and impulsive. He bluffs, he doubles down. His threats have a madman's edge, you never know what he really wants or means. And he's as crazy as they come. It takes extraordinary gall for him to describe his vile threat against an entire civilisation as "one of the most important moments in the long and complex history of the world".

Editorialising isn't enough. The NAACP has urged invocation of the 25th Amendment to remove Mr Trump. A handful of senators and congressmen have called for impeachment -- but the call comes from minority Democrats, and impeachment is impossible without a Senate majority. Statistically, only three Republicans need to break ranks and join a unified Democratic bloc, but opposing a sitting president of your own party remains a career-ending move.

The world economy will suffer for years -- perhaps decades -- due to cycles of violence unleashed by the Trump/Netanyahu regime-change gamble. As always, the poor will bear the heaviest burden, as oil, fertiliser, helium and plastics remain high in price and short in supply. Soldiers far down the chain of command have paid most dearly for their president's flirtation with strongman threats and gratuitous violence. Hundreds of innocents have been needlessly killed, including 185 schoolchildren in Minab, Iran.

The US leadership team itself is in need of regime change, and the US possesses the constitutional tools to carry it out legally and transparently. War crimes trials, though hard to prosecute and enforce, are not out of the question.

Israel, also led by a belligerent madman, is ripe for a legal reckoning with its demonstrated war crimes. Benjamin Netanyahu convinced Mr Trump of the merits of waging war, yet continues to bristle at the prospect of peace, having the cheek to declare that "the ceasefire does not include Lebanon" where Israel wages a "limited" invasion. Mr Netanyahu, like Mr Trump, is ruining his own country and destroying its reputation for decades to come.

Iran's theocratic rulers and the Revolutionary Guard are nobody's friends and have heinous crimes and executions to answer for. From the rubble, a national reckoning awaits. A new direction is not impossible, but inevitable. It can be hoped that Iran's long-abused citizens will find the strength to assert their rights and oppose the intolerant mullahs -- but that is for the Iranian people to sort out, not meddling megalomaniacs like Mr Netanyahu and Mr Trump.

For reasons that seem as much psychological as the result of rumoured kompromat, Mr Trump continues to see the world through a rosy Russian lens -- siding with invader over invaded, dictator over democrat. Russia has been a clear beneficiary: reaping profits from soaring oil prices, exploiting Mr Trump's contempt for Ukraine, and thriving in a multipolar moment where no good actors remain standing. More than any foreign adversary, Mr Trump has accelerated the demise of Pax Americana. The Iran debacle will be remembered as America's Suez -- the effective end of empire.

What China will make of this crisis-as-opportunity remains to be seen. It has serious structural problems and ruthless one-party rule. But it has already benefited enormously by doing next to nothing, while the US convulses in self-induced fits of destruction. China stands to gain more each day as the world slouches into the vacuum left by the collapse of US rationality, reliability and the rules-based order that, for all its flaws, once kept the peace.

Philip J Cunningham is a media researcher covering Asian politics. He is the author of 'Tiananmen Moon'.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3233438/the-day-the-us-became-britain-at-suez



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Modern-day mispricing of war								

															

																	
										
											
											
																																					
																										
												
												[image: A boy plays amid debris in Karaj, Iran on April 3. (Photo: The New York Times)]
											
																							
													A boy plays amid debris in Karaj, Iran on April 3. (Photo: The New York Times)												

																					

									

																In the space of just a few weeks, the throttling of shipping traffic through the Strait of Hormuz has revealed the true nature of the US-Israeli war with Iran. This is no regional conflict, because the entire world is being invoiced. While the size of the bill remains to be determined, it is already obvious that the belligerents won't be the only ones paying the tab.
War is typically framed in terms of national security, territorial integrity, humanitarianism, or even civilisational struggle. But such rationales obscure an unsettling truth: war is one of the most mispriced of human activities. Those who initiate it rarely bear the full costs, which tend to be displaced across borders, markets, and time. Beyond the physical destruction, war generates massive negative externalities.

Of course, the intuition that war imposes downstream costs on others is deeply embedded in the political-economy literature, running from Adam Smith and David Ricardo to John Maynard Keynes and Karl Polanyi. But globalisation has transformed the effect into a structural feature of the modern economy.

Beyond the loss of life, direct US military spending may run into the tens or even hundreds of billions of dollars. The price tag was already US$12.7 billion (406.3 billion baht) one week into the fighting. Yet the broader economic cost -- transmitted through energy, food, and financial markets -- runs far higher. The International Monetary Fund warns that the war is already diminishing many economies' growth prospects, as energy shocks ripple outward and inflationary pressures intensify.

When oil and gas prices rise, transportation and electricity become more expensive. When fertiliser costs increase, so do food prices. Central banks may respond by assuming a tighter monetary-policy stance. Ultimately, growth slows.

Yet this domino effect is missing from the actual war ledger. Efforts to measure the true costs of war have consistently found that that they lie beyond the battlefield. In their work on the Iraq war, Joseph E Stiglitz and Linda Bilmes tallied a catalogue of costs in the trillions of dollars once macroeconomic effects were included. Similarly, both the IMF and the World Bank have found that violent conflict depresses growth in economies far removed from it.

Even under conservative assumptions, the United States may bear only a modest share of the total global economic damage (much as the negative spillovers of the war in Ukraine far exceed the direct cost to Russia). As European Central Bank President Christine Lagarde recently cautioned, the rest is diffused across the system, absorbed by energy importers, emerging markets, and households worldwide.

Three mechanisms make this possible. The first is spatial. Modern economies are deeply interconnected. When war disrupts one node (particularly an energy chokepoint), the effects cascade outward. The Strait of Hormuz is not simply a geographic passage but a structural vulnerability in the global economy.

The second mechanism is temporal. War typically requires the present to borrow from the future. Governments finance conflict through debt, deferring its cost to generations not yet politically represented. The fiscal consequences of past wars continue to unfold decades later, showing up in public debt, constrained policy options, and obligations that outlast the politics that created them.

The third mechanism is distributive. War concentrates decision-making while dispersing the costs. Those who decide are not the ones who pay. This last insight lies at the heart of modern conflict economics. The Oxford University economist Paul Collier has shown that wars persist not because they are collectively rational, but because they are privately beneficial. Small groups capture the gains as the broader population absorbs the losses. Today's networked economy amplifies this asymmetry.

As Edward Fishman of the Center on Global Energy Policy argues in his book Chokepoints, power today flows through global systems such as energy routes, financial networks, and supply chains. But conflict turns these into channels for economic contagion. The result is a peculiar inversion. War appears expensive in theory but affordable in practice, because much of the bill is paid by others.

This mispricing has predictable consequences. When goods are subsidised, we get more of them. When their price is too low, we get oversupply: too much pollution, too much risk, and too much war.

The policy challenge is therefore familiar: to discourage war, its costs must be internalised. Those who initiate conflict must bear a greater share of its true costs. Ensuring that outcome requires an effective global institution that can align the private and social costs of conflict more effectively than global markets can. Until the world can come up with such an institution, the incentives will remain perverse. (c)2026 Project Syndicate

Antara Haldar, Associate Professor of Empirical Legal Studies at the University of Cambridge, is a visiting faculty member at Harvard University and the principal investigator on a European Research Council grant on law and cognition.
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																A major showdown looks set to take place between the government and the opposition as Parliament begins its policy debate later today.
The Bhumjaithai-led administration will outline its vision and propose measures to steer the country through the fuel crisis and rising inflation, which have eroded public confidence in the government.

The 21-page policy statement, obtained by the media, covers five key areas: the economy; foreign affairs and security; social development; disaster management and the environment; and governance and legal reform.

Together, these priorities are intended to guide Thailand through economic uncertainty while strengthening long-term stability.

Parliament has allocated 32 hours and 30 minutes for the two-day debate. The opposition will have 14 hours and 30 minutes to scrutinise the government's policy framework, while government MPs will have five hours and 30 minutes, and the Senate four hours.

The People's Party (PP) said at least 20 of its MPs are prepared to take part. They are expected to highlight public hardship caused by economic difficulties, persistent PM2.5 pollution, and other social challenges.

The party will also raise concerns about fuel hoarding, which has worsened shortages, and call for accountability.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul initially denied hoarding but later acknowledged irregularities and vowed to take action against those responsible.

PP leader Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut said he intends to reflect growing public distrust in the government, citing what he described as slow responses to key issues.

He warned that even well-designed policies would fail without the political will to address structural problems, including corruption and conflicts of interest.

The opposition is also urging the Energy Ministry to disclose fuel pricing structures and production costs to determine whether the current system allows for illicit profiteering.

Meanwhile, the Democrat Party plans to focus on the energy crisis, stalled decentralisation, education inequality, and public healthcare. On decentralisation, the party is calling for a larger share of the budget to be allocated to local authorities to help reduce development gaps.

The debate will serve as the first major test for the Anutin administration. It offers an opportunity for the prime minister and his cabinet to listen to concerns raised by MPs and address gaps or oversights in their policies.

Although the government has only recently been sworn in, in practice the administration has been in operation since December, with many familiar faces in the cabinet.

It can no longer claim limited authority. Instead, this is a chance for the government to demonstrate its commitment to acting in the national interest, rather than serving narrow or patronage-driven agendas. Only by recognising this -- and taking decisive action -- can it begin to restore public confidence.

Attention will also be on House Speaker Sophon Zaram, who is expected to ensure a constructive and orderly debate, avoiding the disruptions seen in previous sessions. This will require fairness, sound judgment, and a clear commitment to his role as head of the legislative branch -- not as a partisan figure.
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																The shooting of Kamolsak Leewama, a list-MP from the Prachachart Party in Narathiwat on March 20, is not just an ordinary criminal case nor political revenge, as the media has widely speculated. Police investigations have revealed shocking evidence linking the gunmen to a national security office operating in the deep South.
This week, police arrested five suspects who once served as navy officials in the far South. Police also found that the white Toyota pickup truck used by the gunmen is registered as a state asset belonging to the Internal Security Operations Command (Isoc).

Evidence shows that Capt Montri Toprasert, director of administration at Isoc's Narathiwat office, granted permission for one of the suspects to use the vehicle.

The case has drawn attention to Isoc, an opaque political arm of the Royal Thai Army and national security apparatus. Founded in the 1960s by the government to counter the communist insurgency, Isoc has since evolved into a quasi-omnipotent security body with cross-agency powers and an enormous budget.

To date, there has been no systematic mechanism to account for how Isoc spends its funds. The organisation has long operated with little transparency. A 2019 budget document showed Isoc was allocated 10.2 billion baht to cover 5,000-6,000 staff nationwide (excluding the South), along with 500,000-600,000 internal security volunteers and tens of thousands in its information network.

Yet the total budget is likely far greater. It has been reported that since 2004, at least 500 billion baht has been approved to fund Isoc's special missions addressing southern violence. This figure is widely regarded as a conservative estimate, as it excludes salaries, per diem payments, and additional allowances for thousands of Isoc personnel.

Budgetary concerns are not the only issue. There are also reports that soldiers and police officers are transferred to Isoc's southern offices to receive additional positions and allowances without actually relocating. A glaring example is the case of Pol Cpl Kornsasi "Jay Nuch" Buayaem, who was previously jailed for assaulting her maid. She was officially assigned to Isoc's southern office without being required to move there.

The latest shooting case only adds weight to longstanding allegations against Isoc. Critics have previously called on prime ministers to make the organisation more transparent and professional.

More seriously, Isoc has been accused of using funds to conduct information operations against anti-military protesters and political activists. With such opacity and repeated allegations, these claims continue to gain traction.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul -- as chairperson of Isoc -- must break his silence and act swiftly to clear the air. These scandalous details risk undermining the government's national security operations in the southern provinces. It is time for the government and lawmakers to reform this clandestine national security body. Without professionalism and accountability, Isoc risks becoming a national security problem itself.
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																Thailand has been throwing away food on a massive scale. Yet much of what ends up in the bin could have been used to feed people, animals, or even generate energy. The question is what needs to be done. To find a proper solution, we must acknowledge a hard fact: waste is not the problem in itself. The real issue lies in the system that manages it.
Each person in Thailand generates about 154 kilogrammes of food waste a year. In 2024 alone, the country produced more than 10.1 million tonnes of municipal waste, with food accounting for almost one-third.

The striking fact is the value of the discarded food we throw away carelessly. More than 40% of food waste could still be used -- even food that can no longer be eaten can be turned into animal feed, fertiliser or energy.

Food waste is often blamed on households. But the issue runs far deeper than our kitchens. Missing from the debate is the fact that waste occurs throughout the food system -- in production, distribution and consumption. It appears everywhere: in fresh markets, retail shops, hotels and large urban communities.

It is plain to see that food waste is not simply about consumer habits. It reflects how the entire food system operates.

When so much food is discarded despite its potential value, the problem goes beyond eating habits or business practices. It also reveals legal and regulatory barriers that make it harder for Thailand to move towards a meaningful circular economy.

The core problem is the lack of a system to manage food surplus and food waste. Although public awareness is growing and some initiatives now redirect surplus food to those in need, major obstacles remain.

A serious setback is the absence of legislation to govern the management of surplus food and food waste. There is also no clear state body to enforce such rules. Without enforceable laws and a coordinating agency, even well-meaning efforts will eventually lose momentum.

Surplus food refers to food produced or supplied in excess of demand but still safe and of good quality. This includes food nearing its expiry date or unsold items left on retail shelves.

At present, the Food Act of 1979 focuses mainly on consumer protection and food safety. These safeguards are essential, but the law contains no measures to make use of surplus food.

Another key problem is the lack of legal protection for food donors. Even when businesses donate surplus food in good faith, they can still face civil or criminal liability if something goes wrong after consumption.

With that risk hanging over them, many companies choose to destroy surplus food rather than donate it. Legally speaking, throwing food away is the safer option.

Tax rules create another layer of difficulty. Under current regulations, donated goods are still taxed. Businesses must include the value of donated food when calculating value-added tax. There are exemptions for certain fresh foods and agricultural products, but these apply only in limited cases and do not reflect the types of surplus food commonly generated in retail and the food industry.

Food donations are also treated as charitable expenses, with companies allowed to claim a deduction of no more than 2% of net profit. For businesses with large volumes of surplus food, this cap means the tax benefit often falls far short of the value of what they donate.

Expired food on supermarket shelves presents another challenge. Laws such as the 1992 Public Health Act and the 1992 Cleanliness and Orderliness Act focus mainly on sanitation and safe disposal by sellers. Responsibility is pushed to local administrative organisations that often lack the capacity and systems to manage these expired yet potentially usable food products. As a result, such food is mixed with general waste, making recovery or reuse far more difficult.

Even when businesses want to convert food waste into fertiliser or energy, they are discouraged by complex regulations. These activities require strict approval from local authorities, and transporting food waste across administrative boundaries can involve lengthy procedures. Unsurprisingly, such obstacles deter investment and limit opportunities to put food waste to productive use.

To tackle the problem, Thailand needs to update its regulations and policies to align with the principles of a circular economy.

The first step is a shift in mindset.

The public must be educated that not all unsold or uneaten food is waste. Greater awareness is needed to show that such food can be redistributed for consumption, used as animal feed, or converted into energy.

Policies must make food donation legally safe, practical and economically viable for businesses. This means combining clear regulatory standards with meaningful incentives so that donating food becomes a better option than destroying it.

On the regulatory side, the government should establish clear standards for food donation based on risk levels, covering transportation, storage and handling. Donors and intermediary organisations should be registered and required to share information with regulators to ensure safety and accountability.

Tax incentives can help drive behavioural change. Food donated through approved organisations could be treated in ways that reduce the value-added tax burden on businesses. Additional deductions could support activities such as food separation, donation and redistribution.

Waste collection fees could also reflect how much food is discarded. A pay-as-you-throw system would ensure that those who generate more waste pay more. This would make environmental costs clearer and give businesses a financial incentive to donate or reuse food.

Importantly, there should be legal protection for donors acting in good faith, except in cases of gross negligence or misconduct. Many countries already have such laws. This would reduce risk and encourage businesses to share surplus food instead of discarding it.

Thailand also needs a clear lead agency to oversee the issue, better data systems, and closer coordination between central and local authorities. Food waste should be separated at source, with common standards for local administrations nationwide.

Approval procedures for collecting, transporting and processing food waste should be streamlined and clarified. This would open the door for businesses and communities to play a greater role in reducing waste.

Food waste does not lose its value the moment it is discarded. What disappears instead is the opportunity to turn it into something useful. Many countries are already moving in that direction. The question is whether Thailand will follow -- or continue letting that value slip quietly into landfill.

Chanisara Dumkum and Theerat Dejitikul are researchers at the Thailand Development and Research Institute (TDRI). TDRI's policy analyses appear in the Bangkok Post on alternate Wednesdays.
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																The global oil and gas crisis is worsening. Amid the Middle East war, the central banks of countries in Southeast Asia must address a perfect storm of rising fuel prices, cost-of-living pressures, and worsening impacts of climate disasters.
In recent days, thousands of people in Thailand, the Philippines, and Japan have been increasingly frustrated at escalating fuel costs and the impacts of the war. Last September, Filipinos protested over hundreds of lives lost in the past two years due to alleged embezzlement of flood relief projects.

Meanwhile, late last year, in a single week, three huge typhoons tore across Indonesia, Thailand, the Philippines, and Vietnam, reportedly killing more than 1,300 people and displacing millions. Disaster recovery and rebuild efforts across Southeast Asia have been complicated by fuel shortages, with the Strait of Hormuz closed.

The costs of devastating floods, landslides and storms fueled by global warming are set to escalate to more than $10 billion (328 billion baht) a year, according to a 2026 University of Singapore and Willis Natural Catastrophe Review.

As the Asean Central Bank Governors' meetings kick off in Manila, April 7-10, climate concerns must be addressed. It's critical for security and stability that commitments be made to address the immediate and future impacts of energy choices and climate change on price stability, economic growth, and the viability of financial systems.

Asean has already taken critical initial steps. The Asean Sustainable Finance Taxonomy framework -- a guide for shifting investment to sustainable options and renewable energy -- does justice to member states at different points in the development journey. The framework empowers individual central banks, which are best placed to determine the urgent and effective measures to be taken in light of the deleterious effects of climate change on their nations.

Nevertheless, Asean can take advantage of more opportunities. The Strait of Hormuz has exposed the intrinsic vulnerability and volatility of fossil-fuel-focused energy mixes: the proverbial tightening of the tap in oil, coal, and gas-producing countries causes global prices to spike.

Asean nations' fuel imports weigh down the trade balance and cause debilitating fiscal deficits, with the sole exception of Malaysia, which could potentially increase its revenue from oil and gas at the detriment of its neighbours.

Fuel subsidies, used to mitigate volatility and costs, further erode national finances, entrenching an ever-growing dependency on coal, oil and gas, all while contributing alarming volumes of emissions, even as we must reduce deadly carbon pollution.

Given increasingly affordable renewable energy technologies and Asean countries' vast untapped clean energy potential, according to the International Energy Agency (IEA), a refusal to transform the energy mix is an untenable opportunity cost. Central banks and financial regulators play a vital role in addressing this problem: policy tools can increase capital for renewable energy and restrict or de-incentivise the development of new fossil fuel facilities. Make no mistake, there is no room for new oil and gas fields in a world shifting to renewable energy and aiming to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius, according to scientists and experts, including the IEA and the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.

Restricting finance for coal, oil and gas development is the most urgent climate initiative. Only central banks can disqualify fossil-fuel assets as collateral and set rates that buffer climate risks. Yet major commercial banks in Southeast Asia still pour billions into fossil fuels. So far, none of the Asean central banks has undertaken efforts to restrict investment in fossil fuel companies.

Beyond the risks posed by the energy crisis and escalating emissions, Asean nations are also unprepared for the worsening effects of climate change. Besides the Philippines flood control failures, Asean nations' plans and investments to adapt to more frequent and severe flooding, sea level rises and droughts are simply negligible -- these plans often resort to band-aid measures instead of transition-focused efforts.

Financial authorities must use all available means to direct funding towards critical adaptation to climate risks and away from projects, such as those involving deforestation and erosion, that cost lives. Beyond incentives and penalties, central banks' core work must account for the spiralling costs of climate-related events and their impacts on economic stability by undertaking climate stress testing.

Even mere rumours of rate interventions move markets. The governors of central banks hold rights and responsibilities to save financial systems from institutional collapse, and this needs to encompass intervening to prevent economies from being decimated due to climate risks.

As Asean chair, the Philippines has the honour of ensuring no one leaves the table without a clear climate commitment, lest it cause its people, and everyone across Southeast Asia, to suffer even more.

Rachel Ho, Asia Energy and Climate Finance Fellow, Market Forces, a clean energy finance advocacy organisation working across Asia and Australia.
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        Guru's Weekly Buzz: April 10-16
        Guru By Bangkok Post's weekly pick of the most exciting products, activities, food and travel to indulge in.

      

      
        Deep Purple thrills Japan's superfan prime minister with visit
        TOKYO --- Legendary [?]British rock band Deep Purple  made Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi's day with a brief visit to  their high-profile superfan on Friday

      

      
        Your horoscope for April 10-16
        Your spot-on horoscope for work, money and relationship from Guru by the Bangkok Post's famously accurate fortune teller. Let's see how you will fare this week and beyond.

      

      
        Movies by cinema heavyweights dominate Cannes Film Festival lineup
        NEW YORK --- Movies by some of cinema's most revered directors are among the 21 titles that will compete for the Palme d'Or at this year's Cannes Film Festival, the event's organisers announced Thursday, revealing a lineup that leans heavily toward auteur filmmakers.

      

      
        An uncomfortable foreboding
        The blunt, almost ominously literal title of Netflix's new horror miniseries Something Very Bad Is Going To Happen tells you exactly what kind of experience to expect. There is no ambiguity in its promise. The real question is whether the series actually delivers on that promise.

      

      
        Precious papillons
        Butterflies have graced Van Cleef &amp; Arpels' creations for over a century. As a matter of fact, sales records from 1906 -- the founding year -- included a piece portraying the delicate insect as a motif, adorned with emerald, ruby and pearl.

      

      
        Ariana Grande x Swarovski collection is a shimmering flight of dragonfly fancy
        An ode to nature, the new Ariana Grande x Swarovski capsule collection features a flight of dragonflies.

      

      
        Splashing times ahead!
        Songkran is one of Thailand's most cherished celebrations and Bangkok has become a world-class stage for festival revellers who want interactive experiences, contemporary creativity and the traditions of Thai New Year. As there is no reason to stop for fun at only one destination during this long holiday, here we recommend some interesting venues you can go and create your own kind of Songkran...

      

      
        Songkran 2026 around Bangkok: where to make merit then get soaked
        Songkran in 2026 is best tackled like Bangkok traffic: pick your lane early, commit, and keep a dry change of clothes within reach. The Thai New Year's water fights still dominate the headlines, but this year's smartest day trips mix temple-time calm with big-city spectacle, from Rattanakosin's most photogenic blessings to Samut Prakan's late-April Mon traditions ---...

      

      
        New movies out this week: Apr 9-15
        Five new releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
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									Guru's Weekly Buzz: April 10-16

									So many things to enjoy, so little time
								

									Guru By Bangkok Post's weekly pick of the most exciting products, activities, food and travel to indulge in.
									JOIN
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Songkran festivities / Silom / April 12-14

Silom adds a new dimension to the 2026 festivities with "CP Splash To Space" at CP Tower Silom from April 12-14. The space-themed festival is inspired by CPF's "Thai Chicken Mission To Space" programme and will bring a range of live performances and interactive activities. Highlights include an appearance by Mix Chaloemsri on April 12, a performance by T-pop group iZ on April 13 and an international Pride parade on April 14.

Songran festivities / Kimpton Maa-Lai Bangkok / April 13-14

Soak, sip and celebrate as Kimpton Maa-Lai Bangkok at the "Splash On, Spritz On", a two-day, sun-soaked Songkran party in collaboration with Aperol Spritz. On April 13-14, expect water-fights, feel-good beats, delicious bites and cocktails. A line-up of classic Thai and Songkran street food favourites will be on offer.

[image: ]

Songkran festivities / Banyan Tree Krabi / April 13

Banyan Tree Krabi introduces the "Songkran International BBQ Dinner" on April 13, featuring Thai cuisine, sizzling barbecue bites and spectacular live entertainment to welcome in the Thai New Year. Highlights include a live carving station with slow-roasted Angus spare ribs and a live barbecue station with fresh local lobster, tiger prawns, mussels, veal sausage, BBQ beef skewers and grilled turmeric chicken. Daytime activities include a traditional Buddhist alms-giving ceremony.

[image: ]

Songkran festivities / Centara Reserve Samui / April 12-13

Centara Reserve Samui presents a two-day programme shaped around how the Thai New Year is meant to be enjoyed. On April 12, enjoy the Songkran Beachfront Brunch at Salt Society Beach Bar & Kitchen with a drum parade moving through the resort before live DJ and band performances lead into water celebrations along the shoreline. April 13 begins with monks leading the Rod Nam Dum Hua blessing ceremony, followed by a traditional procession and eases into Songkran water celebrations across the property. In the evening, Act 5 - The Grill presents a Songkran buffet dinner, featuring Thai live music, dances and a fire show. An outdoor cocktail bar continues the celebration offering locally inspired drinks and a guest mixologist's four-cocktail tasting flight. 

[image: ]

Songkran festivities / Melia Chiang Mai / April 11-17 

Melia Chiang Mai's Mai Restaurant & Bar marks the Thai New Year with a "Songkran Special Edition" menu from April 11-17. Dishes range from spicy grilled scallop salad and baked black pork with Thai oregano to grilled Australian beef ribeye with fermented shrimp paste curry sauce. Mai The Sky Bar will host the  "Skykran Festival" from April 13-15 with Songkran-inspired cocktails accompanied by live music. 
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Songkran festivities / Moxy Bangkok Ratchaprasong / April 11-15

From April 11-15, Moxy Bangkok Ratchaprasong transforms its outdoor terrace into a lively, temple fair-inspired setting in celebration of Songkran. The experience combines traditional Thai treats with interactive activities such as water blessing rituals, games and themed dress moments, accompanied by music. At Sato San Rooftop Bar from April 13-15, the "Songkran Bite N Bucket Splash", offers light bites and a selection of beverages. Throughout April, Sato San Rooftop Bar introduces "Banana Jardin by Bally Chanoknart", a limited-time beverage concept that highlights a more mindful approach to ingredients. Guided by the idea of reducing waste, the creation reimagines banana from fruit to finish -- bringing a second life to elements often overlooked -- while combining notes of cognac, spice and citrus for a balanced profile. The Moxy Rice Bowl Truck serves comfort-driven bowls every Friday and Saturday, while Kub Klaem at the outdoor terrace offers light sharing bites. The "Splashing With Me", its drink of the month, is on offer at Moxy Bar & Restaurant. 
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Songkran festivities / Banyan Tree Samui / April 11-15

At Banyan Tree Samui every evening from April 11-15, Saffron restaurant will feature a Songkran set menu. On April 13, the resort will host a "Streets Of Samui BBQ Buffet Food Market", which will also include a traditional Thai dance performance. From April 13-15, The Edge will offer a special Floating Breakfast buffet. 
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Songkran festivities / Aman Nai Lert Bangkok / April 10-20

Aman Nai Lert Bangkok's 1872 welcomes Songkran with a curated selection of seasonal Thai dishes. From April 10-20, 1872 presents a selection of dishes rooted in the flavours of Thai summer like Yum ma muang pla foo, Gai tom rakum, Yum mang kud goong pao and Kanom jeen sao nam. 
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Songkran festivities / Innside By Melia Bangkok Sukhumvit / April 13-15

At Innside By Melia Bangkok Sukhumvit, Songkran festivities range from a traditional water-pouring ceremony and a long-drum parade to mango bites and temple-style ice-cream. The hotel will offer a complimentary "Songkran Fun Flow" corner for in-house guests with mango bites and local dips from April 13-15 at The Kites Eatery. The hotel will host the ceremony and parade and offer ice cream, made by shaking metal tubes filled with flavoured drinks in a container of ice and salt, on April 15. Employees will also don creative Songkran styles as part of a contest. 
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Songkran festivities / Centara Grand at CentralWorld / Until April 19

Running until April 19, the Thai New Year line-up brings together heritage rituals, culinary highlights and rooftop festivities across Centara Grand at CentralWorld. "Songkran Above Bangkok" offers a mix of tradition and contemporary. The Buddha Bathing Ceremony will be held at the Sky Lobby until April 15, while the Sabai Thai Elegance Experience is available from April 9-19. From April 11-15, the Champagne Bubble Party at Cru Champagne Bar brings a lively atmosphere to the skyline, pairing music with sweeping views of Bangkok at sunset. On April 12, the Songkran Pool Party at the Pool Deck and Lotus Garden transforms the space into a vibrant temple fair. The Ya Dom Herbal Workshop at Tea & Tipple on April 14 introduces Thailand's beloved herbal inhaler tradition through an interactive session.
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Songkran festivities / Melia Pattaya Hotel / April 13-15

Melia Pattaya Hotel's Lay Beach Club will usher in the Thai New Year with pool parties, live DJs, a foam cannon, dancers, fire shows and more. The Songkran Pool Party will be held from April 13-15. The Lay Beach Club Foam Pool Party on April 16 and April 19 will feature a foam cannon, dancers and a fire dance show. Daybed and cabana deals on April 13-15 and April 19 and table drinks packages ranging from cocktail towers to beer buckets on April 16 will be on offer.  
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Songran festivities / Hua Hin Marriott Resort & Spa / April 12-14

On April 13, the "Songkran Family Dinner Buffet" will be served at Hua Hin Marriott Resort & Spa's Amber Kitchen. The evening will be enhanced by classical Thai dance performances. On April 12 and April 14, experience a "Beach BBQ Dinner" with sizzling grilled meats and seafood, plus an enticing selection of a la carte dishes and a dramatic fire show on the beach. From April 12-14, guests will be welcomed with a Buddha water blessing ceremony. On April 13, celebrations begin with a beachside merit-making ceremony, followed by a lively Songkran parade and water-splashing, traditional Thai games and fun activities.
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Songkran festivities / Anantara Riverside Bangkok Resort / April 10-15

Celebrate the spirit of the Thai New Year at Anantara Riverside Bangkok Resort through culture, cuisine and curated experiences. Experience the magic of Songkran through a bespoke theatrical performance, "The Eternal Siam" at Sala Lakorn from April 10-15. Step aboard Manohra Cruises or the restored antique rice barges for a refined evening on the river from April 10-15 to enjoy cultural showcases. At Benihana Riverside, choose the special set menu featuring premium Wagyu striploin (MS 6/7), jumbo tiger prawns and a dramatic pork krapao flambe being served from April 10-15. The Songkran Saturday Brunch: The Sizzling Edition will be served on April 11 at Benihana, bringing "Eatertainment" to a whole new level.
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Songkran festivities / Avani Ratchada Bangkok / April 14

Avani Ratchada Bangkok will offer the "Family Day Brunch" on April 14 at One Ratchada Restaurant. The brunch brings together a generous selection of premium seafood on ice, including Alaskan king crab, fresh oysters, river prawns and clams, alongside live grill specialties, BBQ highlights and signature dishes such as Peking duck. A curated spread of international buffet favourites completes the experience, with a special "Come 4, Pay 3" offer.
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MSL Thailand / Lido Connect / April 18

Mobile Legends: Bang Bang (MLBB) has launched the MLBB Super League (MSL) Thailand and unveiled the 2026 MLBB Thailand Esports Roadmap. The launch marked Thailand's reintegration into MLBB's global esports ecosystem, as part of the game's five-region ecosystem overhaul strategy. This year also marks the 10th anniversary of MLBB, Moonton Games' flagship title. Thailand has also been announced as the host of the M8 World Championship Wild Card Stage. MSL Thailand will kick off on April 18 at Lido Connect, where the Regular Season will run five weeks of high-stakes competition. The inaugural league tournament will feature eight teams: Full Sense, Bacon Time, Buriram United Esports, Solyx, eArena, Tenacity, Hydra and King Of Gamers Club, joined by ACT Esports Club and Valee Thai Esports, the two teams that emerged victorious from the MSL Thailand Open Qualifiers. The champion of MSL Thailand will earn a place at the MLBB Mid Season Cup (MSC) at the Esports World Cup 2026, beginning their journey at the MSC Wild Card Stage. The second-place team will compete in the MLBB Challenge Cup Mekong (MCCM) alongside teams from Vietnam, Timor-Leste, Laos and Brunei, where the champion will also secure a coveted slot in the MSC Wild Card at EWC26. The event also unveiled a new pathway for aspiring female Thai athletes with the launch of the MLBB Women's International Thailand Qualifiers, which will determine the country's representative for the MWI at the Esports World Cup 2026.
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Summer botanicals / Spa InterContinental / Until June 30

The 75-minute Summer Botanical Bliss therapy at Spa InterContinental at InterContinental Bangkok, delivers an instant glow thanks to essential oils and wildcrafted botanicals designed to repair and hydrate the epidermis in an all-natural way. The therapy begins with Aromatic Release Massage and concludes with a finishing Facial Mist that has been infused with six wildcrafted Thai botanicals. Available until June 30.
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Global photography dialogue / Foto Bali Festival 2026 / June 3 to July 12

From nearly 700 submissions across more than 80 countries, Foto Bali Festival 2026, presented by Nuanu Creative City, announces the 36 selected artists for its second edition. Taking place from June 3 to July 12 at Nuanu Creative City, Bali, the festival will feature works by 36 artists from 24 countries. Under the theme "Afterimage", the festival brings together works that explore memory, continuity, and the ways images persist beyond the moment they capture. Moving between personal narratives and broader reflections on history, identity, and collective experience, the selected projects consider how photographs continue to shape meaning over time.
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Footie campaign / Fifa World Cup 2026 / Until April 25

To launch Closeup Gold (limited edition), Closeup has launched the "Closeup Go For Gold" lucky draw campaign, offering up to 20 free tickets to experience the Fifa World Cup 2026 live at the stadium. Until April 25, Purchase any Closeup products at stores nationwide where it provides printed or E-receipt. Scan the QR code or register via the brand's Facebook or Tiktok channels. Each receipt counts as one entry (no limit on registration entries per person). Participants are eligible to win multiple tickets if multiple unique entries submitted by the same individual are drawn. Increase your chances of winning by creating a photo or video to answer, "Which national team do you want to be 'Closeup' to?". Publish it publicly on any social media with the hashtag #CloseupTHGoForGold to receive one additional entry per receipt (limited to one bonus content entry per receipt).
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Coffee masterclass / Ikea x Nespresso Thailand / April 11-15

Ikea Thailand has partnered with Nespresso to invite Ikea Family members to beat the summer heat with the "Masterclass With Ikea | Nespresso" workshop. At the workshop, Ikea Family members will learn to craft iced coffee drinks, along with professional barista tips they can easily recreate at home. Workshop participants will also receive a Nespresso discount voucher and an Ikea cash coupon. Sample a Nespresso coffee menu and get a Nespresso Cooler Bag and Barista Ice Cube Tray with any coffee machine purchase. The workshop kicks off on April 11 at Ikea Sukhumvit, followed by Ikea Bang Na on April 12-13 and wraps up at Ikea Bang Yai on April 14-15. 

[image: Guru's Weekly Buzz: April 10-16]

Urban art / MRKreme / April 13-19

MRKreme, whose real name is Worakan "Andy" Jongthanapipat, is a Thai-Hong Kong artist and creator of the Mushkin character. He teams up with ArtXP, an art community dedicated to artists' stories through Art + Experience, to launch "MRKreme: The Furryways" Thailand Tour, their first nationwide art tour in an interactive pop-up showcase format. Bringing whimsical creatures from the Kooky World universe into the real city, the project debuts in Bangkok's historic Song Wat district from April 13-19. Supported by the Tourism Authority of Thailand, the initiative aims to establish a new cultural landmark that connects contemporary art with local community identity in a meaningful and sustainable way. A key highlight lies in a series of live graffiti painting sessions in each city, where MRKreme draws inspiration from local identity, culture and each province's unique "hidden gems". The experience begins with mysterious traces and "Lost & Found" posters scattered throughout alleyways and building corners, inviting the public to step into the role of detectives in search of hidden creatures tucked within the community's urban gaps. From April 18-19, the experience culminates in a live painting where the artist creates graffiti works on-site, transforming local cultural symbols into vibrant, living artworks from 11am-6pm. Adding to the spectacle, a whimsical furry graphic train will travel through Song Wat's iconic spots, inviting everyone to fully immerse themselves in this imaginative world. The Song Wat district marks the starting point of the "MRKreme: The Furryways" Thailand Tour, which will continue across five key destinations including Bangkok, Chiang Mai, Nakhon Si Thammarat, Rayong and Udon Thani from April 13 to May 24.



EAT
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Afternoon tea / The Okura Prestige Bangkok

Up & Above Restaurant and Bar of The Okura Prestige Bangkok has launched the "Haru Afternoon Tea", which pays tribute to Japanese spring. Begin with an array of sweet creations designed to evoke the imagery of a garden in full bloom, like Sakura mochi and Japanese dango. Continue with the Cherry and cream cheese Mont Blanc tart and Strawberry almond and mascarpone mousse cake. Savoury delicacies include Aka ebi with red dragon fruit and ebiko, Rose, lychee, ikura and yuzu, Chiang Mai tomato bloody mary and the Phuket coconut, watermelon and cream cheese.

[image: ]

Afternoon tea / Sindhorn Midtown Hotel Bangkok / Until June 30

Sindhorn Midtown Hotel Bangkok is offering the Summer Tropical Afternoon Tea at Sip & Co. and The Lobby Lounge, featuring a delightful assortment of sweet and savoury treats, and indulge in a special cocktail collection inspired by Seoul at Anju Korean Rooftop Restaurant & Bar.The Summer Tropical Afternoon Tea offers Mexican grilled shrimp with avocado salsa, scallop with lychee and yuzu, smoked salmon with summer fruits and Tub Tim Siam pomelo salad. Sweet treats include Peach Melba, tropical young coconut mousse, shine muscat lychee jelly and more, paired with Araksa teas.
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Khao chae / Centara Grand / Until April 9

Centara Grand at CentralWorld will offer khao chae until April 19 at Ventisi Restaurant and Tea & Tipple. The limited-time Khao Chae Ritual Experience, created in collaboration with Banya Thai Restaurant & Home Cooking. At Ventisi and Tea & Tipple, the set includes shrimp paste balls, stuffed sweet peppers with pork and shrimp, sweet shredded pork, sweet shredded fish, deep-fried shallots, and stir-fried sweet radish, each element prepared in keeping with the dish's time-honoured character.
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Seoul in a glass / Anju Korean Rooftop Restaurant & Bar / Until May 30

A refreshing cocktail journey from sunrise to sunset, inspired by Seoul's iconic districts and the vibrant flavors of Korean summer, is available at Anju Korean Rooftop Restaurant & Bar. Discover three crafted cocktails: Seoul Sunrise Lychee, Gangnam Citrus Glow and Twilight Berry Han River. Shaken until May 30.
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Jazzy brunch / Sheraton Grande Sukhumvit / Each Sunday in April

To honour 26 years of the Jazzy Brunch at Sheraton Grande Sukhumvit, each Sunday in April unfolds as a distinct themed celebration. On April 12, "The Grande Songkran Brunch Celebration" will feature the culinary heritage of Chiang Mai and the Nurse Quartet. On April 19, the brunch will feature a special collaboration with Kisso Japanese Restaurant at the The Westin Grande Sukhumvit and the Jazziam Band, who return with their "Summer Swing" programme. On April 26, the Sunday Jazzy Brunch 26th Anniversary will offer "Ocean To Your Plate" with Andaman crustaceans, Gulf of Thailand delicacies, live shellfish stations, premium caviar, and a show-stopping dessert spread that pays homage to 30 years of culinary celebration. The Warren Quartet takes the stage for the anniversary celebration, bringing a masterful blend of classic jazz standards and original compositions that honor the timeless spirit of Sunday Jazzy Brunch. There will also be a Charity Auction And Raffle with all proceeds donated to HDF Mercy Centre.



STAY
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Golden Week offers / Song Saa Private Island / Until April 30

Song Saa Private Island, Cambodia's pioneering marine-positive private island resort, has unveiled a series of exclusive offers for Golden Week. Song Saa offers a separate package featuring 35% off villa rates, a complimentary villa upgrade based on availability upon arrival and a 20% discount on food, beverage and spa services. Families are welcomed with a "children-stay-free" policy, allowing up to two children below the age of 12 in one-bedroom villas and up to four children in two-bedroom villas. The Golden Week Offer requires a minimum stay of two nights, with bookings accepted until April 30 for stays between April 29 and May 6. 
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New hotels / Minor Hotels

Minor Hotels has announced Anantara Zanti Coorg Resort and Anantara Kolkata Hotel, with both properties representing firsts for the brand in India: first resort and first urban hotel. Scheduled to open in 2028, Anantara Zanti Coorg Resort will bring the brand's immersive experiences and refined hospitality to the Unesco-recognised Western Ghats. Set within a forested enclave near Madikeri in Coorg, Karnataka, the 69-key resort is designed by renowned Sri Lankan architect Channa Daswatte and draws on the region's natural landscapes, coffee heritage and Kodava culture. The property facilities will feature four dining venues, swimming pool, lobby lounge and library, Anantara Spa and wellness centre, a fitness studio, meeting and event spaces and a kids' club. Slated to open in 2032, the 170-key Anantara Kolkata Hotel will anchor the World Trade Center Salt Lake Kolkata an-acre mixed-use development. The hotel will feature two restaurants, lobby lounge, flexible meeting and event spaces, and complementary leisure facilities, including Anantara Spa and wellness centre, gym and swimming pool.



STUFF
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New collab / Onitsuka Tiger x Versace

Onitsuka Tiger's collaboration with Versace is inspired by the Onitsuka Tiger's archive model, Tai-Chi. Crafted at Onitsuka Innovative Factory located in Tottori prefecture in the Sanin region, it utilises carefully selected Italian materials. Notable features include double stitch on the Onitsuka Tiger Stripes and Versace's enduring Medusa symbol in studded embellishments on the tongue. The upper is treated with a washing process or buffing to achieve a vintage texture. The line-up includes loafers crafted in Italy as well and these special models embody a meticulous design realised through the fusion of Italian and Japanese craftsmanship.
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The alchemist's garden / Gucci 

Gucci's The Alchemist's Garden bridges alchemy with modern perfumery to create an innovative range of luxury scents. Inspired by the four alchemical stages -- Substratum (Earth), Vaporum (Air), Liquidum (Water) and Ignis (Fire), two new creations emerge: Ylang Ambrato and Lignum Idealis Eaux de Parfum. Every scent in The Alchemist's Garden is encapsulated in the collection's signature bottles. The Substratum scents feature ingredients from the Earth in their rawest forms. The fragrances are encased in black bottles featuring animals and powerful symbols. In the Vaporum family, ingredients and molecules are gently refined through supercritical fluid extractions to reflect their aerial qualities, symbolised by white bottles and flying creatures. The Liquidum scents harness the ancient art of distillation to transform matter through the power of water. Each bottle is adorned with a mysterious symbol from Gucci's magic garden. The Ignis scents create daring fragrances encased in red bottles, adorned with magical symbols and fantastical animals.
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New collections / Burberry

Debuted on the Burberry Summer 2026 runway and crafted for life on the go, the new Rider bag combines timeless style with modern energy. The Rider bag has a soft structure crafted in Italy from premium calf leather. Signature shades of black, peat brown and soap beige are presented alongside the season's statement python-effect leather, with whipstitched and fringed designs. The Rider is distinguished by a metal Knight closure and matching oval eyelets at the front flap. A leather top handle and detachable strap are designed for versatility, switching it from a handheld bag to a shoulder and crossbody style. Available in a small and medium. Celebrating 170 years, Burberry has refreshed its classic trench coats, car coats and jackets for summer in tropical gabardine. Timeless silhouettes include the Kensington, Waterloo and Fitzrovia trench coats, alongside the streamlined Camden car coat, presented in a seasonal colour palette of pale sugar pink and stone beige, or graphite grey for men. The women's Mayfair trench jacket offers a sharp, cropped cut, while the Bloomsbury for men is Burberry's take on the classic Harrington jacket. 
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Capsule collection / Sretsis Sawasdee Pimai Thai 2569

Sretsis celebrates the Thai New Year with the launch of "Sretsis Sawasdee Pimai Thai 2569", a capsule collection that reimagines the beauty of traditional Thai Ikat textiles. Classic Ikat patterns are reinterpreted into fresh floral prints in soft shades of pale rose, peach and sky blue, capturing the gentle spirit of spring and the elegance of Thai heritage. Traditional sarongs are modernised for contemporary wear with invisible side zippers finished with Sretsis' signature lace trimming, alongside adjustable side-tie styles designed for ease and versatility. The sarongs are styled with Sretsis lace-collar shirts for a modern attitude, cropped hand-embroidered knit cardigans for a playful femininity, and silk lace camisole blouses for an alluring touch suited to festive Thai occasions. In a further nod to Sretsis' heritage, exclusively available at Sretsis Inn, Bangkok, the, the beloved thiirak and hwaanaicch rings, meaning "Darling" and "Sweetheart" in Thai, make a return from the early 2000s.

[image: ]

New album / MCK 

MCK, a defining voice in contemporary hip-hop in Vietnam, is back with a new album after a two-year hiatus. HVL takes MCK's fans through his life and music journey in three chapters -- Pain, Chaos and Freedom. To celebrate his comeback, MCK and creative director Phuong Vu created a 360deg album trailer, shot on iPhone 17 Pro, with easter eggs hidden throughout for fans to discover, decode and unlock exclusive content. Watch it on YouTube.

[image: Guru's Weekly Buzz: April 10-16]

Earbuds colour / Bang & Olufsen

Bang & Olufsen introduces Beo Grace in honey tone, the latest colour expression of its new marquee sculptural wireless earbuds. Inspired by fine jewellery, the warm metallic finish brings subtle depth and radiance to Beo Grace's design. The honey tone introduces a warmer expression that allows the earpiece to sit naturally alongside gold and rose gold accessories. Sculpted from polished aluminium and housed in a seamless, pearl-blasted charging case, it balances tactile elegance with everyday practicality, slipping into a pocket while remaining cool to the touch. Beo Grace delivers exceptional sound fidelity with a 12mm titanium driver at its heart, Adaptive Active Noise Cancellation, Spatial Audio optimised for Dolby Atmos and crystal-clear calls, all within its compact form.
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									Deep Purple thrills Japan's superfan prime minister with visit

									Takaichi used to play keyboard in a Deep Purple tribute band
								

									TOKYO -- Legendary [?]British rock band Deep Purple  made Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi's day with a brief visit to  their high-profile superfan on Friday as they returned to the country they first toured more than half a century ago.
									Takaichi's reputation as an amateur drummer and fan of hard rock and heavy metal has been well documented, and she has referred  to Deep Purple [?]as one of her favourite bands along with the likes of Black Sabbath and Iron Maiden.

"You are my god," a giddy Takaichi said in English to Deep Purple drummer Ian Paice, presenting him with a set of made-in-Japan drumsticks that she signed.

After a brief photo session with lead singer Ian Gillan and the other [?]members, Takaichi told the band she had bought their "Machine Head" album in grade school, which features some of the band's biggest hits such as "Smoke on the Water" and "Highway Star". She played keyboard in a Deep Purple tribute band in middle school and then  switched to drums in university, she said.

"These days, when I fight with my husband I drum to 'Burn' and cast a curse on him,"  she joked.

The group's courtesy call was a welcome respite for Japan's first female prime minister, who vowed to "work, work, work" when she took  office [?]last October.

Since then, Takaichi has had to grapple with a diplomatic fallout with China, economic strain from a weak [?]yen and rising prices, and now the threat of an energy crisis due to the Middle East conflict.

"I have the deepest respect for the way you continue to make rock history while [?]embracing new challenges and creating captivating music to this day," she  said through an interpreter.

The band's ties to Japan run deep. The double live album "Made in Japan", recorded during Deep Purple's first Japan tour in 1972, cemented its reputation as one of rock's most formidable [?]live acts.

The band kicks off its  2026 Japan tour on Saturday at Tokyo's Nippon Budokan.

						

							
						

								



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/arts-and-entertainment/3234649/deep-purple-thrills-japans-superfan-prime-minister-with-a-quick-visit



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									Your horoscope for April 10-16

									
								

									Your spot-on horoscope for work, money and relationship from Guru by the Bangkok Post's famously accurate fortune teller. Let's see how you will fare this week and beyond.
									
	([?]) is for work, ([?]) is for money, () is for coupled life and ([?]) is for single life

	Previous ones: https://www.bangkokpost.com/topics/1702300/horoscope





 Aries

March 21 - April 19

([?]) Your creativity, intuition and foresight will reach new highs, helping you handle everything with on-point efficiency. You'll breeze through workplace drama and customer complaints, treating them like your daily bite-sized entertainment. Your output will stand out, raising standards and moving the needle. Expect opportunities to increase your visibility and secure partnerships.

([?]) You'll spot a money-making opportunity that others sleep on. You'll handle your portfolio and risk management with ease, possibly based on sound advice from someone older. Must-pay bills stay pretty much the same. Splashing out on what makes you happy may delay your financial freedom but you also only live once.

() A change of scene or a trip together will open up space for real talk and bring up buried feelings to the surface. You'll realign shared goals and reassess what you both need from this relationship. A low-key moment will unexpectedly turn intimate and remind your partner how damn attractive you are.

([?]) Be ready to get to know potential love interests of the same and opposite sex. You may discover something new about yourself. No labels. No rush. Attraction isn't linear. The best self-discoveries often come from following what feels most authentic to you.

 Taurus

April 20 - May 20

([?]) Your productivity, ingenuity and AI-augmented creativity work in sync, delivering impressive results that get you noticed by higher-ups. You'll handle drama-stirrers and difficult personalities with the finesse of a seasoned diplomat. A group project could turn profitable. Your skills might attract extra income or a side gig. Expect a message from afar with an offer worth considering. 

([?]) Someone may try to step on your toes, but you'll spot them fast and stand firm. Financial negotiations will be tough, but you've got an ace up your sleeve. Your inner CFO and your Yolo side will battle for control of your wallet and credit card.

() An unexpected situation will push you and your partner to make a major decision about money or family. Arguments may flare up, but you'll meet halfway. Expect lighthearted adventures, fun parties and romance in small gestures. A well-meaning relative might ask about your wedding or baby plan.

([?]) Seeing more than one person? Someone in your roster might push for a label and commitment. But you'll prefer keeping your options open for now. Window shopping feels fun, but stay sharp. Romance scammers and money-hungry charmers could pop up.

 Gemini

May 21-June 20

([?]) You're officially in your peak productivity era. Backlog? Cleared. Drama and sudden shifts? Handled. Your strategic agility and people skills shine brighter. A tempting offer to jump ship will slide in. Dropping hints to your boss might trigger a counteroffer to make you stay. Business owners, a government deal or foreign collaboration is on the cards.

([?]) Your brain will run like a high-speed calculator and Lady Luck will watch over you. The amount of money you bring in is significantly higher. A long-awaited payment or funds will arrive. A friend may tip you off about a money-making chance. You'll handle your budget with finesse while spending on what fuels your soul.

() If you're committed and exclusive, expect smooth communication with maybe a few healthy debates that tighten the bond. Two-timing? Your double life may get exposed. Secrets leak, chaos erupts IRL and online and suddenly everyone's got receipts.

([?]) Seeing someone? Expect casual vibe, slower replies and mixed signals. Don't be shocked if they celebrate Songkran, all lovey-dovey with someone else. Keep your filters on high both online and on nights out. Bed-hoppers and hit-it-and-quit-it types are on the cards.

 Cancer

June 21 - July 22

([?]) A senior colleague or someone you once helped will step in to help you right on time. They'll cover your shift, defend you in meetings or fix problems you've been stuck on. Business owners, expect a powerful ally to introduce major foreign clients or open the door to a cross-border deal. 

([?]) An older friend or long-lost contact will drop news about a profitable project. You'll budget wisely, trim the fat and treat yourself guilt-free. You can handle your finances like a money wizard.

() You'll be annoyed by your partner's little quirks. Offbeat adventures and new experiences together will refresh the spark. Your bodies may find their way to each other more often (wink). You two might venture into the uncharted territories of desire, where every touch becomes discovery and every breath turns wild. 

([?]) Already seeing someone? You'll still do a little window shopping. Your effortless magnetism will pull in singles and not-so-singles and you'll sample the chemistry. An ex fighting with their current squeeze might circle back. Just don't.

 Leo

July 23 - Aug 22

([?]) You'll communicate and coordinate with colleagues and clients like a pro, nipping any drama in the bud before it blows up. Your ingenuity and AI-augmented creativity will produce harder-hitting outcomes. Higher-ups will listen, agree and give your ideas real air-time. Big negotiation or job interview coming up? You'll get the result you desired by the end of it.

([?]) An older friend will share insider intel, plug you into a money-making opportunity or help you seal a sweet deal. Essential bills won't stress you out, leaving room for little luxuries that keep you in high spirits. Investors, you'll be unfazed, proactive and contrarian, scaling in and out fast to stay ahead of the curve. 

() Your partner will call out your mean side or your behaviour that bugs them. Travel could bring an unexpected prize or windfall to you both. You'll kick off a new wellness routine together. Sexy time will be less frequent, but it'll be spicy and steamy every time. 

([?]) If you're seeing someone or juggling romantic options, you might soft-launch with the one who truly matches your energy. Single and seeking? Expect attention from someone older, well-spoken and clearly comfortable. Their poise and pedigree will impress you but you should look for their red flags, too 

 Virgo

Aug 23 - Sept 22

([?]) You'll step into a cutthroat, dog-eat-dog workplace where politics and competition are rife. Deadlines are under your control, but keep your work on lockdown. Someone may try to gaslight their way into your credit or play the victim to make it look like you swiped their sauce. Document everything and let results speak louder than drama.

([?]) A friendly auntie or big sis will drop news about a profitable project or hook you up with a solid side hustle. Earnings will rise and so will your spending. Saving won't be your top priority, for now. Fomo-Yolo vibes and overpriced thrills will take the lead. Brace yourself for some buyer's remorse. 

() Someone will shoot their shot with you right in front of your partner, igniting jealousy and side-eye. Expect friction, beef, maybe even a cold war brewing. Entertaining someone on the side? They might drop a baby bombshell or push for a situation that forces a commitment reality check.

([?]) You'll juggle conversations with a few admirers but keep your facts straight. A wrong name or mixed detail could undo your smooth moves. The one you're most attracted to will be a bit hard to get and the competition will be obvious.

 Libra

Sept 23 - Oct 22

([?]) A team shake-up will put you in the spotlight. Your agility and people skills will stand out. You'll be trusted to clean up swept-under-the-rug issues. Smart software and AI will be your secret weapons for quick wins. Business owners, a government deal or foreign collaboration could land on your desk. 

([?]) A refund, reimbursement or repayment will come through. Pay or rate negotiations will swing your way. If you're selling assets or brokering deals for others, your efforts will bear fruit. You can afford to cover essentials and indulge in retail therapy and feel-good experiences with zero stress. 

() A surprise windfall or good news will give you both a reason to toast. You'll make core memories together in a brand-new destination and the moments will be so romantic and Insta-worthy that your friends will be spamming the like button non-stop. Pillow talk might drift toward making a baby, honeymoon plans or levelling up your commitment. 

([?]) If you're competing for someone's heart, you'll triumph and make things official and public. Single and exploring? Expect an unexpected cross-cultural romance. Sure, there might be some lost-in-translation moments but the attraction speaks louder than any dictionary ever could translate.

 Scorpio

Oct 23 - Nov 21

([?]) Curveballs will work in your favour, giving you a chance to flex your skills and leverage your connections while others spiral. Your rival will be drowning in their own drama while you grab the popcorn and enjoy the show from afar. You'll slay deadlines, clear backlogs and catch the higher-ups' attention. In between jobs? An international opportunity is on the cards.

([?]) A small but sweet windfall might land in your lap. A friend or an old contact could bring news of a lucrative side hustle. Saving will take a backseat while treat culture, soft life and dopamine buys take the wheel. Just skip moonshot schemes, get-rich-quick promises and investment scams dressed up as opportunities. 

() You two won't agree on everything, but working it out comes naturally. Expect cosy hangouts, playful adventures and Insta-worthy moments together. Oh, and if you're hiding a side person, watch your step. Your partner's intuition is dialled up and one slip-up will have them connecting dots like they're solving a murder mystery. 

([?]) You'll date around and keep your options open, sampling vibes without rushing labels. Casual hook-ups or playful sexploration are written in the stars. Nobody's quite hitting the mark, though. Your bar stays sky-high, and you're not mad about it.

 Sagittarius

Nov 22 - Dec 21

([?]) Work will feel part soap opera, part juggling act. A colleague at your level may try to white-ant you, while seniors dump their tasks on you. Wishy-washy, nitpicky clients will test every ounce of your patience. Watch what you say and double-check everything you write. 

([?]) Your inner CFO will spar with your Yolo alter ego. Saving will sound smart, but shopping will feel sexy. Surprise bills for home, health or essential repairs could come up. Current investments with friends might trigger major clashes. A connection or a cousin may bring you freelance job but you'll have to say yes quickly.

() A stranger may openly flirt with you or your partner, sparking jealousy. Roaching or running a side piece operation? Congratulations. Your two lives could collide spectacularly. Messy run-ins, digital drama and a s***show worthy of a reality TV finale may follow. Prepare for the impact.

([?]) Fate's serving up a curveball crush. You'll meet someone completely different from your usual preferences and the chemistry will be magnetic. Conversation will flow naturally from day one, no forced small talk needed. A romantic rival or two might show up to spice things up.

 Capricorn

Dec 22- Jan 19

([?]) A fresh face on the team, shiny new tools or a budget boost will streamline your workflow and move your main project closer to the finish line. Business owners, travel will spark money-making ideas and unlock profitable opportunities. Between jobs? A friend or connection may tip you off about an opening before it goes public. 

([?]) Cash comes easily, making bills feel like no big deal. Still, stay alert for fraud and scams. A financial dispute with someone close will test your patience big time, so brace yourself for negotiation and compromise. Don't guarantee anyone's debt. 

() Small disagreements will surface as your perspectives go in opposite directions, but nothing is unfixable. A quick back-and-forth will reset the vibe and land you on common ground. When life throws curveballs, you'll be each other's safe harbours and sounding boards. A well-meaning relative might ask about wedding bells or baby plans. 

([?]) Fresh faces are coming your way IRL and online, but the spark will stay flat. The vibe's off across the board. Nobody will quite match the energy you're looking for. Your standards stay exactly where they are and you're not about to lower them for mediocre matches.

 Aquarius

Jan 20 - Feb 18

([?]) Your communication game and creative energy will be firing on all cylinders. Asking for support from colleagues and higher-ups will feel surprisingly smooth. Solo tasks and group work will progress smoothly. Deals and negotiations will land in your favour. Marketing or PR launches will resonate with your targets. A friendly contact may slide an intriguing opportunity into your inbox. 

([?]) Stash some cash away if you have others relying on your wallet. Urgent bills might hit hard. Watch out for tourist traps and phishing scams dressed as fun or fandom hype. Traveling abroad? Secure the bag, literally. 

() Communication between you two will feel lighter. You'll be each other's foundation and compass. Playful plans, trips or throwback dates will revive the early-dating magic. Surprise good news or windfall might give you both something to celebrate and a new dream to explore together. 

([?]) Seeing someone or juggling romantic options? You might go public with the one who speaks your love language and operates on your wavelength. Single and unattached? Your main character energy will peak and pull in singles and not-so-singles. Choose wisely. With great rizz comes great responsibility.

 Pisces

Feb 19 - Mar 20

([?]) You'll spot solutions others miss and breeze through tough tasks like they're nothing. Your verbal, non-verbal and cross-cultural communication will be on fire, turning conflicts into collaborations and building momentum in every project. Any campaign or event you launch will turn heads. Expect opportunities to connect with the right people. 

([?]) Expect some competition regarding your income sources, but you'll hold your ground and keep your earnings locked in. Scammers can try, but you'll see through their BS from a mile away. Discounts, rewards and points will have you shop smarter, not harder. If you have kids or pets, brace for surprise bills. 

() A sweet surprise or good news will arrive, benefiting you two and boosting both your moods. Changing scenery or traveling somewhere new will reboot the romance, bringing fresh energy and laughter. Between the sheets, expect fireworks. You might explore the furthest shores of each other's desire. 

([?]) If you're competing for someone's heart, you'll triumph. A more serious chapter may begin soon. Single and wandering? An instant click with a foreign snack might spark excitement. The language barrier could trip you up, but the mystery and difference becomes magnetic pull.
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									Movies by cinema heavyweights dominate Cannes Film Festival lineup

									
								

									NEW YORK -- Movies by some of cinema's most revered directors are among the 21 titles that will compete for the Palme d'Or at this year's Cannes Film Festival, the event's organisers announced Thursday, revealing a lineup that leans heavily toward auteur filmmakers.
									Pawel Pawlikowski, the Polish director best known for critically acclaimed art house titles "Cold War" and "Ida," will premiere "Fatherland," about Nobel Prize-winning German novelist Thomas Mann, and Pedro Almodovar will show "Bitter Christmas," which has already opened in movie theatres in his native Spain.

Other movies in the competition include "Parallel Tales" by Iranian director Asghar Farhadi, "Moulin" by Hungarian director Laszlo Nemes, "Minotaur" by Andrey Zvyagintsev of Russia and "Fjord" by Christian Mungiu of Romania.

Only one movie by an American director is in the running: Ira Sachs' "The Man I Love," a musical set in 1980s New York against the backdrop of the Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (Aids) crisis and starring Rami Malek.

Other American directors are showing films out of the main competition, however, including Jane Schoenbrun, who will premiere "Teenage Sex and Death at Camp Miasma," starring Gillian Anderson and "Hacks" actress Hannah Einbinder. John Travolta will show "Propeller One-Way Night Coach," his directorial debut about an airplane enthusiast taking a flight to Hollywood.

Ron Howard will also be in Cannes to show "Avedon," a documentary about photographer Richard Avedon; Steven Soderbergh will premiere the documentary "John Lennon: The Last Interview"; and Andy Garcia will show a film noir called "Diamond."

Cannes has long held a reputation for debuting movies that go on to secure prizes in awards season. Last year's lineup included the debuts of Brazilian drama "The Secret Agent" and Joachim Trier's "Sentimental Value," both of which went on to secure nominations for the Best Picture award at this year's Oscars.

						

							
						


This year's lineup includes movies by many similarly respected directors, although it does not include any of the big Hollywood studio releases that critics have predicted to generate awards buzz, including Christopher Nolan's "The Odyssey" and Steven Spielberg's "Disclosure Day."

Thierry Fremaux, the festival's director, said in an interview with Variety last month that those movies would not be ready in time to debut at Cannes. Their absence is not a sign that Hollywood studios are avoiding Cannes, he added. "When Hollywood studios believe that a presence at Cannes is beneficial to them, they come," Fremaux said.

This year's 79th edition of the festival is scheduled to open May 12 and run through May 23, when a jury led by Park Chan-wook, the South Korean director of "Oldboy" and "The Handmaiden," will announce the Palme d'Or winner during a ceremony.

[image: Director Park Chan-wook, Best Director award winner for the film "Decision to Leave" (Heojil Kyolshim), poses. (File photo: Reuters)]
Director Park Chan-wook, Best Director award winner for the film "Decision to Leave" (Heojil Kyolshim), poses. (File photo: Reuters)



Each edition of Cannes also includes the awarding of at least one honorary Palme d'Or to acknowledge a contribution to cinema. This year, Barbra Streisand and Peter Jackson, director of the "Lord of the Rings" movie trilogy, are due to receive the honour.

This article originally appeared in The New York Times.
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									An uncomfortable foreboding

									Something Very Bad Is Going To Happen will leave a lasting impression
								

									The blunt, almost ominously literal title of Netflix's new horror miniseries Something Very Bad Is Going To Happen tells you exactly what kind of experience to expect. There is no ambiguity in its promise. The real question is whether the series actually delivers on that promise.
									Across eight episodes, the show unfolds as an atmospheric, uncomfortable and often disorienting psychological thriller. It leans heavily into mood and tension rather than straightforward storytelling.

The show follows Rachel Harkin (Camila Morrone), a woman five days away from her wedding. Alongside her fiance Nicky (Adam DiMarco), they travel to his family's secluded vacation home in a snow-covered forest where the ceremony is set to take place. It is meant to be intimate and personal. Instead, it becomes the setting for something increasingly uncomfortable.

[image: Adam DiMarco and Camila Morrone.]
Adam DiMarco and Camila Morrone.




Rachel is introduced as someone prone to superstition and anxiety, but what defines her throughout the series is a persistent, unshakable feeling that something bad is going to happen. The show does not try to rationalise this feeling. Instead, it builds around it. A series of coincidences, strange interactions, and small but unsettling details reinforce her state of mind, gradually pushing her into deeper psychological distress.

This anxiety feeds into the central idea of the series: the fear of commitment, and more specifically, the fear of committing to the wrong person. The story repeatedly circles around the question of what makes two people soulmates, and whether that belief can be trusted. In that sense, the horror here is not only external, but rooted in doubt.

Structurally, the series takes place over the five days leading up to the wedding, but it opens with fragmented, foreboding imagery that suggests where things are heading. These early glimpses establish a sense of inevitability -- something has already gone wrong, and what follows is the process of getting there.

Most of the tension comes from atmosphere rather than plot. From the beginning, there is a constant sense of unease. Even in scenes where Rachel and Nicky appear close -- flirtatious, cooperative, seemingly stable -- the tone never fully settles. The discomfort is maintained through pacing, silence and framing. Conversations feel slightly off, and the camera often lingers in a way that makes ordinary interactions feel strained.

The supporting cast, including Jennifer Jason Leigh, Ted Levine, Gus Birney and Jeff Wilbusch, plays a major role in sustaining that tension. As Nicky's family, they are presented as a tight unit, but one that is difficult to read. Their behaviour is not overtly hostile, yet there is a clear lack of warmth towards Rachel. This ambiguity makes their presence more unsettling, as the show avoids giving clear explanations for their actions or intentions.

From a technical standpoint, the series is at its strongest in how it builds atmosphere. The tone is consistently dark and oppressive, relying more on mood than on overt horror. The cinematography is particularly effective. There are moments where the camera rotates slowly within confined spaces or follows Rachel through narrow interiors in a way that feels intrusive. These choices reinforce the sense that she is being watched, or at least that she is not in control of her surroundings.

There are also clear influences in the way the series is constructed. The gloomy elements of Rosemary's Baby (1968) can be seen in how the narrative deals with paranoia and psychological pressure, while the isolated winter setting and enclosed environment recall The Shining (1980).

I'm not sure if I was the only one who went into the series without prior knowledge and initially thought that Dua Lipa was playing the lead role. Morrone looks strikingly similar, but the resemblance quickly becomes irrelevant once the performance settles in. She plays Rachel with a constant sense of tension -- uneasy, reactive and increasingly unstable. It is a performance built on discomfort, and it holds the series together.

Adam DiMarco, in contrast, plays Nicky as approachable and grounded. His "good guy" demeanour is consistent throughout, which makes the uncertainty around his character more effective. The dynamic between the two leads works because it feels believable, even as the situation around them becomes less so.

Where the series becomes more difficult is in its pacing and narrative clarity. The storytelling is deliberately vague, particularly when it comes to the internal dynamics of Nicky's family. This lack of explanation contributes to the overall unease, but it also slows the progression. There are stretches where the story feels like it is holding back rather than developing.

Some episodes lean heavily on extended conversations between characters. These scenes are meant to add emotional depth, but they can feel drawn out. One episode in particular, focused on prolonged one-on-one discussions, stands out as noticeably sluggish.

The show also relies heavily on visual metaphor. Much of what happens can be read as an externalisation of Rachel's internal fears -- her doubts about marriage, her anxiety about permanence, and her uncertainty about her future. The idea is clear, but the execution can become excessive. At times, the symbolism feels overextended rather than precise.

Tonally, the series is consistently heavy. There is very little relief from the underlying tension. Even moments that appear calm are undercut by unease or conflict. Because of this, it is not an easy watch, especially if you are already in a low or reflective state.

The main issue is whether the central idea justifies the length. The fear of the unknown, particularly in the context of a major life decision, is a strong theme. But stretching that idea across eight episodes makes the pacing uneven. The show often feels like it is repeating or reinforcing the same emotional state rather than building on it.

However, the final episodes shift more decisively into horror. The tension that has been building throughout becomes more explicit, and the series moves towards a conclusion that aligns with its opening promise.

In the end, Something Very Bad Is Going To Happen does what its title suggests. It delivers a story built on dread, discomfort and emotional instability. The atmosphere is effective, the performances are solid, and the tone is consistent. At the same time, the pacing drags in places, and the reliance on ambiguity and metaphor can work against the narrative.

It is not a perfect series, but it is a committed one. And for a story that is meant to function as a cautionary exploration of doubt, fear and nasty imagery, it leaves a strong enough impression to linger.


	Something Very Bad

	Is Going To Happen

	Starring Camila Morrone, Adam DiMarco, Jennifer Jason Leigh

	Created by Haley Z. Boston

	Now streaming on Netflix
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									Precious papillons

									Van Cleef & Arpels' Lucky Spring 2026 collection centres beautiful butterflies
								

									Butterflies have graced Van Cleef & Arpels' creations for over a century. As a matter of fact, sales records from 1906 -- the founding year -- included a piece portraying the delicate insect as a motif, adorned with emerald, ruby and pearl.
									Van Cleef & Arpels has expressed its winged silhouette through various materials and techniques, such as diamonds, sapphires, coral, malachite, mother-of-pearl, wood and gold, as well the metier d'art of enamel.

[image: Lucky Spring Butterfly Clip with blue agate and lapis lazuri adorning the insect's wings.]
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The latest reinterpretation in yellow gold with ornamental stones joins other symbolic elements in the Lucky Spring 2026 collection.

The Paris-based maison launched this seasonal jewellery series in 2021. The designs revolve around ladybugs, plum blossoms, lily-of-the-valley buds and foliage. The addition of a butterfly motif in 2026 reinforces the theme as the papillon is a harbinger of springtime while representing new beginnings and transformation.

Butterflies with blue agate and lapis lazuli wings enliven the latest Lucky Spring collection while the leaves and flowers are fashioned with green agate and white mother-of-pearl.

[image: The butterfly seems ready to take flight from the between-the-finger ring.]
The butterfly seems ready to take flight from the between-the-finger ring.




The yellow gold suite includes a long necklace where three butterflies seem to flutter lightly along the chain, creating a sense of vitality and asymmetry. The ancestral technique of lost-wax casting is used to make each piece, which is then reworked by hand by the jeweller. Polishing on both the front and back as well as on the signature double-beaded contour enhances the radiance of the gold.

Open-winged and tilted outwards, the butterfly on the between-the-finger ring appears ready to take flight while the motifs are arranged on different levels to imbue volume and movement.

The design echoes on a clip, a bracelet and the Lady Lucky Spring Butterfly wristwatch in a 33mm yellow gold case.

[image: A miniature painting of a dainty butterfly on the oscillating weight.]
A miniature painting of a dainty butterfly on the oscillating weight.




Van Cleef & Arpels previously celebrated summer with the Lady Arpels Brise d'Ete featuring butterflies fluttering on demand and swaying flowers on the dial.

This sophisticated model won the Ladies Complication Watch prize at the GPHG 2024, where the maison triumphed in two other categories for a hat trick, underlining its excellence in haute horlogerie.

From its watchmaking workshops in Geneva, the Lady Lucky Spring Butterfly is another self-winding poetic complication, engineered with jumping hours and a retrograde minutes display on a guilloche white mother-of-pearl dial, painted in a deep blue hue.

Likewise, the enamelled wings of the butterflies are in two shades of blue. As the minutes tick by, the open-winged creature advances gradually towards its closed-winged alter ego.

[image: Engraved caseback with an enamel decal on the sapphire glass.]
Engraved caseback with an enamel decal on the sapphire glass.




At each new hour, it returns to its initial position, ready to begin another journey along the dial, also decorated with three plum blossoms, positioned on several levels to create an impression of volume and relief.

Edged with a beaded contour, the aperture shaped like a lily-of-the-valley bud reveals a white mother-of-pearl disc indicating the jumping hours.

The bucolic scene is illuminated by a diamond-set bezel while the narrative unfolds on the case back through engraved foliage on the gold part and an enamel decal with a floral motif on the sapphire glass, revealing the oscillating weight with a radiating guilloche effect.

This component is enriched with a miniature painting of a butterfly that further shows how Van Cleef & Arpels combines its mechanical expertise with artistic crafts to illustrate the poetry of time.
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									Ariana Grande x Swarovski collection is a shimmering flight of dragonfly fancy

									
								

									An ode to nature, the new Ariana Grande x Swarovski capsule collection features a flight of dragonflies.
									The campaign film depicts Grande on a majestic bloom in an ethereal pond, and after she whispers to a playful dragonfly, it wings over her fantasy garden.

[image: Butterfly with crystallised wings in the Aurora Boreale effect.]
Butterfly with crystallised wings in the Aurora Boreale effect.




In nature, the airborne insects are commonly found near freshwater habitats, following their transformation from aquatic nymphs that spend months to years living underwater. In the larval stage, they are typically drab in colour as a camouflage, while the metamorphosis makes the mature insects more colourful with four iridescent wings.

The fascinating dragonfly has been interpreted with clear crystals in different shapes and sizes, upper wings with an Aurora Boreale effect and eyes in Swarovski Crystal Pearls for a pendant-cum-brooch and a brooch that can be worn as a hair accessory.

The wings shimmer in pastel shades on a ring, earrings, cross-over necklace and other jewellery while floral motifs blossom on various designs.

[image: Dragonfly pendant-cumbrooch. (Photos Courtesy of Swarovski)]
Dragonfly pendant-cumbrooch. (Photos Courtesy of Swarovski)




The collection is the second collab between Grande -- Swarovski global brand ambassador since 2024 -- and creative director Giovanna Engelbert.

"This capsule is inspired by nature and the magic that exists everywhere around us on this extraordinary planet. We wanted to design a collection that brings a bit more colour, wonder and playfulness into our everyday lives, as well as reminds us to appreciate the beauty that constantly surrounds us," said the pop icon.

Papillons also flutter in Ariana's Garden. The home decor pieces, designed by Bettina Fuchs, share the crystallised wings with an Aurora Boreale effect, with one of the butterflies landing on a facetted mushroom.
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									Splashing times ahead!

									Destinations for Songkran smiles around Bangkok
								

									Songkran is one of Thailand's most cherished celebrations and Bangkok has become a world-class stage for festival revellers who want interactive experiences, contemporary creativity and the traditions of Thai New Year. As there is no reason to stop for fun at only one destination during this long holiday, here we recommend some interesting venues you can go and create your own kind of Songkran memory.
									CentralWorld Songkran 2026

From today to April 15

The festival delivers six days of non-stop festivities, starting with the ritual of pouring water on five revered Buddha images from Thailand, China, India, Myanmar and Laos.

There are entertainment and cultural performances, with a dynamic line-up rotating daily. Highlights include live music shows, contemporary Thai dance, vibrant parade troops and mini concerts by emerging artists.

This is an opportunity to experience Thailand's rich cultural heritage through a khon puppet theatre, a shadow play and khon masked dance performances featuring four different episodes from Ramayana, daily at 1pm.

Running at CentralWorld Square from tomorrow to Monday, the mega Songkran festival "Pepsi Presents Thai Lizm 2026" will bring a beach-inspired splash party and a brand-new wave of fun delivered by Joey Boy, Taitosmith, Singto Numchok, Perses, Lamyai Haithongkham, Proxie, Alala and many more.

Exclusively on Monday, Suchata "Opal" Chuangsri, Miss World 2025, will appear as the Miss World Songkran Goddess and also join the splash party.

The excitement extends nationwide across Central shopping centres, with many more leading artists set to bring vibrant energy throughout the festival.

Back to CentralWorld, the Songkran festival will close out on a high note with "FWD Music Live Fest 5". This highly anticipated large-scale free water concert invites everyone to join the ultimate celebration of live music and splash-filled fun from April 17-19.

It will feature an all-star line-up of top artists alongside vibrant performances by talented school bands for three days of non-stop entertainment.

Visit facebook.com/CentralwOrld.



Thaiconic Songkran Celebration 2026

At Iconsiam from today to April 15

Held under the concept of "Splashing Fun, Joyful Celebrations And Auspicious Thai New Year", the festival showcases the rare and enduring beauty of Thai cultural traditions bringing together the very best of Thailand into one extraordinary riverside experience at the River Park.

[image: Thaiconic Songkran Celebration 2026]
Thaiconic Songkran Celebration 2026



Experience Songkran like never before with an extraordinary water playground inspired by Thailand's beloved national symbol, the elephant. At its heart stands a spectacular 9m-tall water-spraying installation. The vibrant space also features a dedicated Kids Zone for family-friendly fun, alongside solar-powered drying zones.

Then, immerse in an electrifying line-up of Thailand's top artists and rising stars through dynamic mini concerts and live performances throughout the six-day celebration. They include Zee and Nunew, Tle FirstOne, TeeTee and Por, Auau and Save, Daou and Offroad, KT Kratae, New Country, Sornram Namphet and more.

Prepare to witness a magnificent Songkran parade that brings Thailand's cultural legacy to life through elaborately designed floats inspired by historical eras, tomorrow and on Monday.

Joining the parade are LingOrm, a popular Thai actress duo regarded as cultural icons of this era tomorrow; and 4Eve, Thailand's leading T-pop girl group on Monday. They will embody the Songkran Goddess Rakshasadevi, reinterpreting Thai tradition through a contemporary global lens.

Visitors can further explore authentic Thai culture through traditional performances and regional culinary delights at SookSiam, alongside over 170 dining options across Iconsiam.

This is also an opportunity to embrace the spiritual essence of Songkran through a revered Buddha bathing ritual. Holy water from nine esteemed temples across Thailand will be presented.

As part of the celebration, international visitors who dress in traditional Thai attire on Sunday and Monday will receive a 300-baht gift card (limited to 300 per day).

Visit facebook.com/ICONSIAM.



One Bangkok Sunsational Songkran Festival 2026

From today to April 15

The festival transforms the city centre into a spectacular summer water park with a seamless blend of aquatic fun, vibrant artistry, cultural experiences and the electrifying energy of top-tier concerts.
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Presented at One Bangkok Park are the Whimsical Water Park, an interactive water wonderland catering to all young children; Sunset Groove, a remote-control boat pool with comfortable beach chair seating for families; and Sunset Social Club, a chic lounge for those seeking a lively party atmosphere.

A line-up of renowned artists of all genres will deliver free concerts on the Summer Sound Stage at One Bangkok Park for six consecutive days, starting at 7pm.

At The Storeys Square, delve into creative workshops including fan-making, crafting traditional garlands and designing personalised inhalers. Also, capture unique memories at creative photobooths or step into the Thai Thai Photo Studio to be photographed in contemporary Thai attire.

The grand opening ceremony today will feature the captivating "The Awakening Of Water" performance, followed by concerts by Tilly Birds, Atlas and Potato, from 6.30pm to 10pm.

Visit onebangkok.com.



Siam Songkran Festival 2026

From today to April 15

The festival transforms the Siam area into a grand stage of joy, vibrant colours and Thai culture integrated with world-class entertainment.
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Highlight is the "Siam Paragon Summerbeats Music Fest 2026" which brings over 150 of the era's most influential artists to perform in a world-class light, colour and sound production at Parc Paragon. Featuring a vibrant summer atmosphere, the music fest is filled with futuristic Thai-designed crafts, multi-dimensional activities and chic hangout spots.

The fun continues at Siam Square and Siam Square One, inviting all ladies to wear traditional Thai sabai (shawls), participate in Buddha bathing rituals and enjoy a full-scale water park experience along the entire walking street.

There will be a bucket tower, water sliders and splash zones, complemented by concerts from renowned artists and special performances by Chulalongkorn University students. All festivities take place in a vibrant yet safe, alcohol-free atmosphere from Sunday to Wednesday.

Meanwhile, Banthat Thong, a world-famous street food district, will be turned into a water-play zone for the younger generation for three days from Sunday to Tuesday. The street-side celebration will be packed with exciting activities such as random dance challenges, water tunnels, adventure obstacle courses, water towers and high-energy concerts.

For those just looking for a break in a chilled-out atmosphere, the "Chamchuri Beach Club" at Chamchuri Square Plaza presents a massive pool surrounded by vibrant beach chairs and colourful umbrellas, inviting everyone to enjoy live music, diverse food booths and creative workshops, from tomorrow to Thursday.

Another highlight is "MBK Songkran Thai Cultural Celebration 2026" which will present free performances of khon masked dance featuring The Battle Of The Monkeys And Demons, an episode from the Ramayana epic; as well as a muay Thai martial art demonstration at the SkyWalk Plaza, daily at 4pm and 6pm from tomorrow to Wednesday.

Visit facebook.com/siamparagonshopping.



Em District Thai Hansa Maha Songkran 2026,

From today to April 15

The grand celebration blends the charm of Thai cultural heritage with contemporary entertainment and lifestyle experiences, inviting everyone to immerse in exciting Songkran activities in the heart of Sukhumvit.
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The Sphere Street in front of Emsphere has been transformed into a large-scale water zone featuring "Summer Thai Muan Khak", the longest water tunnel on Sukhumvit Road.

Enjoy live entertainment and mini concerts in a fully immersive festive atmosphere. The line-up includes CIR*CRL and Meen Nichakoon today from 5pm, Faviq tomorrow at 6pm and three groups from Japan -- Kid Phenomenon, Lil League and Wolf Howl Harmony -- on Tuesday from 5pm. Thailand's top DJs will also perform every day.

Also, enjoy performances by leading Thai DJs alongside a wide selection of food and beverages with special summer promotion during "Em Wonder, Thai Muan Joy 2026", which is running at Em Wonder, 5th floor of Emsphere, until Monday.

Another highlight is "Gcircuit", Asia's largest gay party and one of the most anticipated global LGBTI events, held under the theme "Adro Mada: City Of Tomorrow" from today to Monday at UOB Live of Emsphere.

The event features six parties across four days including night parties and pool parties, with world-class DJs, spectacular productions, nightly stage transformations and international performers.

This is also a chance to indulge with delicious dishes from iconic eateries from Song Wat, a famous neighbourhood in Yaowarat, at the debut of "Little Songwat". It's part of the "KudThai 2026: Only Thailand's Best Charm" which brings farm-fresh produce, local community goods, traditional Thai spirits, handicrafts and regional cuisine, at Quartier Avenue of EmQuartier and Em Market Hall of Emsphere, until April 19.

Visit facebook.com/Emsphere.at.emdistrict.



Mega Songkran: Endless Fun, All the Way

At Megabangna, from tomorrow to April 15

Embracing the spirit of a contemporary Thai folk festival, the Mega- bangna celebration brings together a full spectrum of seasonal fun across four activity zones curated to suit every lifestyle, from those seeking auspicious beginnings and lively entertainment to family-friendly water play and delicious seasonal dining experiences.
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The event's special landmark is "Cat Shrine Of Prosperity", a charming check-in spot located at the Main Entrance, throughout the month. The installation adds both festive colour and a sense of auspiciousness to the celebration.

The FoodWalk Plaza will be transformed into an entertainment complex where a festive line-up of special performances, live music, games and prize-filled activities will be presented in a lively atmosphere inspired by contemporary Thai folk culture. Highlights include a brightly decorated farm truck, lively Songkran-themed games and plenty of chances to win prizes, alongside stylish photo spots and exciting activity booths by partners like Ikea, Her Hyness and Koh-Kae.

Young visitors can beat the summer heat at "Splash Park", a lively water-play zone at Mega Plaza. It features a newly added inflatable pool, where children will laugh, play and enjoy refreshingly fun moments throughout the holiday.

Also, those with empty tummies can look for delicious foods by popular eateries and well-loved food vendors from across the country at "Megabangna Maha Songkran", which is running at the Banking Zone. They can indulge in a tempting variety of flavours and festive treats amid the colourful charm of a Thai-style market atmosphere inspired by the joyful spirit of Songkran.

Visit mega-bangna.com.
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									Songkran 2026 around Bangkok: where to make merit then get soaked

									This year's smartest day trips mix temple-time calm with big-city spectacle
								

									Songkran in 2026 is best tackled like Bangkok traffic: pick your lane early, commit, and keep a dry change of clothes within reach. The Thai New Year's water fights still dominate the headlines, but this year's smartest day trips mix temple-time calm with big-city spectacle, from Rattanakosin's most photogenic blessings to Samut Prakan's late-April Mon traditions -- plus a flagship "Maha Songkran" festival that is setting up shop at Benchakitti Park.
									In Bangkok, start where the city still whispers before it starts shouting. Wat Chana Songkhram Ratchaworamaha-wihan, a short walk from Khao San Road, is as good a "reset button" as any: its name denotes victory, and the mood inside the ubosot is closer to incense and intention than super soakers. Pouring scented water over Buddha images here feels like the original point of Songkran -- renewal -- rather than a tactical rehearsal for being ambushed by a teenager with a bucket.
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From there, swing deeper into old Bangkok at Wat Phra Chetuphon Wimon Mangkhalaram (Wat Pho), where heritage and modern travel habits coexist nicely. You can make merit, build sand pagodas and admire the stone sculptures that look suspiciously like the world's earliest yoga influencers. Then step into the main hall to pay respects to the Reclining Buddha, whose mother-of-pearl-inlaid soles depict 108 auspicious symbols -- handy, because you will need at least 108 blessings if you plan to cross the road afterwards.
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If you want your culture served with a side of production value, the Tourism Authority of Thailand has positioned the Maha Songkran World Water Festival 2026 as one of the year's marquee events, running from April 11-15 at Benchakitti Park.

The official pitch is "heritage meets contemporary creativity", which in practical terms means parades, cultural performances, hands-on activities and a large-scale drone light display, all packaged into zones representing Thailand's regions. Expect merit-making elements such as sand pagoda building and a Buddha bathing ceremony alongside family areas and water-play spaces -- a diplomatic arrangement that lets grandparents keep their dignity while everyone else gets soaked.

						

							
						


Art lovers (and anyone who needs a breather between splashes) have another reason to stay centrally located. The TAT has also announced Saneh Art by Songkran Festival 2026, running April 11-15 at Lumphini Park, with large-scale sculptures by Thai artists and Songkran-period add-ons such as markets, workshops, traditional games and talks. It is a useful reminder that Songkran is not only a contact sport. Sometimes it is a gallery stroll -- ideally one where your phone survives to upload the evidence. 

[image: Saneh Art by Songkran Festival 2026]
Saneh Art by Songkran Festival 2026



Those who prefer their Songkran with less gridlock and more local flavour can point the compass south to Samut Prakan, where the festival has a second act. Phra Pradaeng Songkran 2026 is scheduled for April 24-26, centred around the Phra Pradaeng district office area, and it comes with a distinct Mon (Thai-Raman) identity that feels refreshingly different from Bangkok's main splash corridors. Think flower-decked parades, traditional dress, folk games and merit-making -- plus the smug satisfaction of telling friends you are "still doing Songkran" when they thought it ended a week ago.

The late-April timing is not just a quirk of the calendar. Organisers and local promoters frame Phra Pradaeng's celebration as rooted in long-standing tradition, giving Mon families time to return home and make merit for ancestors after the national holiday period. In other words, while Bangkok is wringing out its last damp T-shirts, Phra Pradaeng is just getting started -- which may be the most Thai approach to time management imaginable.

[image: Phra Pradaeng Songkran]
Phra Pradaeng Songkran



For a more "Thailand in one day" option (with fewer surprise buckets), head to Muang Boran, the open-air museum known as the Ancient City in Samut Prakan. Its official visitor information lists daily opening hours of 9am to 7pm (ticket sales close at 6pm) and admission for foreign nationals at 700 baht for adults and 350 baht for children aged 6-14.

The park is built for slow wandering -- cycling, trams and stop-and-stare moments -- and it works particularly well during Songkran season if you want the festival atmosphere without the sensory overload of a downtown street battle. Muang Boran, which hosts sprawling replicas of the Thailand's landmark architecture and heritage sites, has been a popular destination for Bangkokians for decades.
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However you design your day, the modern Songkran survival kit has become fairly standard among expatriates: waterproof pouch, quick-dry clothes, a small towel and a sense of humour. The pouch is non-negotiable unless you enjoy paying "Songkran prices" for emergency phone replacements. And if you are joining any water-play zones, remember that not everyone signed up to be your target -- especially elders, children, motorcyclists and people who are clearly just trying to get to work and would like to arrive looking less like they lost a fight with a fire hose.

[image: ]

Finally, a word on planning. Several official and commercial round-ups note that the core public holiday dates remain April 13-15, while major "Maha Songkran" programming is being promoted across April 11 to 15 in Bangkok. For anything with a timetable -- parades, performances, workshop slots -- check the organisers' channels before you go, because the only thing more changeable than Bangkok weather in April is Bangkok traffic in April.
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									New movies out this week: Apr 9-15

									'Dusun Mayit' is inspired by a terrifying story in Mount Welirang
								

									Five new releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
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Idolish7 First Beat: Part 2

Directed by Makoto Bessho.

Who's in it? 

The voices of Toshiki Masuda, Yusuke Shirai, Tsubasa Yonaga, Kenn, Atsushi Abe, Takuya Eguchi, Kensho Ono, Wataru Hatano, Soma Saito and Takuya Sato.

What's it about? 

Seven young men form Idolish7 at Takanashi Agency. As they begin idol life together, conflicts arise from differing dreams. Trigger, their senior group, struggles between office policies and beliefs.
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The Convenience Store

Directed by Jiro Nagae.

Who's in it?

Kotona Minami, Terunosuke Takezai and Tetta Seki.

What's it about? 

Follows a college girl on a night shift, adapted from the game of the same name.

Why watch it? 

Remake of The Convenience Store (2020).

[image: ]

Dusun Mayit (Village Of The Dead)

Directed by Rizal Mantovani.

Who's in it? 

Amanda Manopo, Ersya Aurelia and Fahad Haydra.

What's it about? 

After getting lost in a market at the foot of a mountain that is said to be an inter-dimensional gateway, they end up trapped in a mysterious village.

Why watch it? 

Inspired by the terrifying story in Mount Welirang.

[image: ]

Panda Plan 2: The Magical Tribe

Directed by Derek Hui.

Who's in it?

Jackie Chan, Li Ma and Shan Qiao.

What's it about? 

Giant Panda Hu Hu and Jackie Chan accidentally stumble into a mysterious primitive tribe, beginning an unprecedented and hilarious adventure.

Why watch it?

For the hopeful message about unity and coming together for the greater good. 



Premieres on April 11-12

[image: ]

BTS World Tour 'Arirang' In Goyang: Live Viewing

Directed by  Jungjae Ha.

Who's in it?

BTS

What's it about? 

Showcases BTS's fifth album with honest introspection and universal emotions. The 360-degree stage creates an immersive experience. 

Why watch it?

Join their cultural comeback on screen worldwide.
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