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    AP Exclusive: Europe has 'maybe 6 weeks of jet fuel left,' energy agency head warns
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            Europe has "maybe 6 weeks or so (of) jet fuel left," the head of the International Energy Agency Fatih Birol said Thursday in a wide-ranging Associated Press interview, warning of possible flight cancellations "soon" if oil supplies remain blocked by the Iran war. (AP video shot by: Nicolas Garriga and Oleg Cetinic / Production: Jeffrey Schaeffer)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: International Energy Agency Executive Director Fatih Birol speaks during an interview with The Associated Press, at the IEA headquarters in Paris, Thursday, April 16, 2026. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)]
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            International Energy Agency Executive Director Fatih Birol speaks during an interview with The Associated Press, at the IEA headquarters in Paris, Thursday, April 16, 2026. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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[image: International Energy Agency Executive Director Fatih Birol arrives for an interview with The Associated Press, at the IEA headquarters in Paris, Thursday, April 16, 2026. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)]
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            International Energy Agency Executive Director Fatih Birol speaks during an interview with The Associated Press, at the IEA headquarters in Paris, Thursday, April 16, 2026. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Europe has "maybe six weeks or so" of remaining jet fuel supplies, the head of the International Energy Agency said Thursday in a wide-ranging interview, warning of possible flight cancellations "soon" if oil supplies remain blocked by the Iran war.
IEA Executive Director Fatih Birol painted a sobering picture of the global repercussions of what he called "the largest energy crisis we have ever faced," stemming from the pinch-off of oil, gas and other vital supplies through the Strait of Hormuz.
"In the past there was a group called 'Dire Straits.' It's a dire strait now, and it is going to have major implications for the global economy. And the longer it goes, the worse it will be for the economic growth and inflation around the world," he told The Associated Press.
The impact will be "higher petrol (gasoline) prices, higher gas prices, high electricity prices," said Birol, speaking in his Paris office looking out over the Eiffel Tower. 

    
Economic pain will be felt unevenly and "the countries who will suffer the most will not be those whose voice are heard a lot. It will be mainly the developing countries. Poorer countries in Asia, in Africa and in Latin America," said the Turkish economist and energy expert who has led the IEA since 2015.



    
        




    




But without a settlement of the Iran war that permanently reopens the Strait of Hormuz, "Everybody is going to suffer," he added.
"Some countries may be richer than the others. Some countries may have more energy than the others, but no country, no country is immune to this crisis," he said.

    
    
    
'Slow growth or even recession'
Nearly 20% of the world's traded oil passes through the Strait of Hormuz in peacetime. Birol warned that not reopening the waterway within weeks could compound the repercussions for global energy supplies.
"In Europe, we have maybe six weeks or so (of) jet fuel left," he said. "If we are not able to open the Strait of Hormuz ... I can tell you soon we will hear the news that some of the flights from city A to city B might be canceled as a result of lack of jet fuel."
He added: "Many government leaders tell me that if Hormuz is not open until (the) end of May, many countries -- starting from the weaker economies -- are going to face huge challenges, and this will go from the high inflation numbers to coming close to slow growth or even to recession in some cases."

    
Birol spoke out against the so-called "toll booth" system that Iran has applied to some ships, letting them travel through the strait for a fee. He said allowing that to become more permanent would run the risk of setting a precedent that could then be applied to other waterways, including the vital Malacca Strait in Asia.
"If we change it once, it may be difficult to get it back," he said. "It will be difficult to have a toll system here, applied here, but not there." 
"I would like to see that the oil flows unconditionally from the point A to point B," he said.

    
Damage for Persian Gulf energy facilities
More than 110 oil-laden tankers and over 15 carriers loaded with liquefied natural gas are waiting in the Persian Gulf and could help ease the energy crisis if they could escape through the Strait of Hormuz to world markets, Birol said, adding: "But it is not enough."
Even with a peace deal, war-damage to energy facilities means it could be many months before pre-conflict levels of production are restored, he said.
"Over 80 key assets in the region have been damaged. And out of these 80, more than one third are severely or very severely damaged," he said.
"It will be extremely optimistic to believe that it will very quick," Birol said. "It will take gradually, gradually, up to two years to come back where we were before the war." 

    
'Dark shadow' of geopolitics
Birol said it is incomprehensible that "a couple of hundred men with guns" -- apparently referring to Iranian forces -- are able to hold hostage the global economy. He said his Paris-based agency, which advises governments on energy policy and helped coordinate a record release of emergency oil reserves earlier in the crisis, has warned for years about the critical importance of the Strait of Hormuz. 
The global shock could spur the embrace of other energy technologies, including nuclear power, and "will reshape the global energy map for the next years to come," he said.

On his office shelves, Birol has a couple of soccer balls -- he's a devoted supporter of the Turkish club Galatasaray -- and other memorabilia, including a photo of his late father playing soccer, and reams of books. One in particular stood out for its timely title: Oil, Power and War.
"Energy and geopolitics have been always interwoven," Birol said. "But I have never, ever seen ... such a dark and long shadow of geopolitics."
He added: " Unfortunately, energy is at the heart of many conflicts which, again, makes me, as an energy person, rather sad, to be honest." 
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    Student kills 9 in Turkey's second school shooting in 2 days
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            A student has opened fire at two classrooms at a school in southeast Turkey on Wednesday, killing four people and wounding 20 others, an official said. Kahramanmaras provincial Gov. Mukerrem Unluer said the student, who was also killed, was armed with guns belonging to his police officer father.
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            A former student opened fire at a high school in southeastern Turkey on Tuesday, wounding at least 16 people, before killing himself, an official said. The 18-year-old attacker, armed with a shotgun, fired randomly inside a vocational high school in Siverek, Sanliurfa province. He later killed himself with the same shotgun after being "cornered by police," Gov. Hasan Sildak said.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People stand at the courtyard of a secondary school where an assailant opened fire, in Kahramanmaras, Turkey, Wednesday, April 15, 2026, (IHA via AP)]
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            People stand at the courtyard of a secondary school where an assailant opened fire, in Kahramanmaras, Turkey, Wednesday, April 15, 2026, (IHA via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Turkish security forces and emergency staff stand in the courtyard of a secondary school where an assailant opened fire, in Kahramanmaras, Turkey, Wednesday, April 15, 2026, (IHA via AP)]
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            Turkish security forces and emergency staff stand in the courtyard of a secondary school where an assailant opened fire, in Kahramanmaras, Turkey, Wednesday, April 15, 2026, (IHA via AP)
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                                        ANKARA, Turkey (AP) -- A student opened fire on two classrooms at a middle school in Turkey on Wednesday, killing nine people and wounding 13 others, the interior minister said, in the country's second such shooting in two days.

    
    
    
The 14-year-old gunman was killed. He arrived at the school armed with guns believed to belong to his father, a retired police officer, Kahramanmaras provincial Gov. Mukerrem Unluer said. He was carrying five firearms and seven magazines.
The motive of the attack wasn't immediately known. It was not clear whether the gunman was killed by police or killed himself.
Six of the 13 people wounded were in serious condition, Interior Minister Mustafa Ciftci said.
The attack came a day after 16 people, mostly students, were wounded when a former student opened fire at a high school in nearby Sanliurfa province. The assailant later killed himself.

    
Until this week, school shootings were rare in Turkey.
State-run broadcaster, TRT, identified the latest shooter as Isa Aras Mersinli and said his father was detained for questioning.

Turkish authorities imposed a ban on the broadcast of "traumatic" images from the shooting, warning media organizations to limit coverage to statements from officials.
Parents rushed to the school in Kahramanmaras' Onikisubat district after hearing reports of an armed attack, NTV television reported.
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    American YouTuber sentenced to 6 months in South Korean prison for offensive stunts
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            An American YouTuber who sparked national outrage in South Korea for provocative stunts, including dancing on a statue honoring victims of wartime sexual slavery, spoke to reporters in Seoul before his sentencing. "I am remorseful and I am sorry for my crimes", Johnny Somali said before entering the courthouse.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: American YouTuber Johnny Somali speaks to reporters as he arrives at the Seoul Western District Court in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, April 15, 2026. (Choi Jae-koo/Yonhap via AP)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            American YouTuber Johnny Somali speaks to reporters as he arrives at the Seoul Western District Court in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, April 15, 2026. (Choi Jae-koo/Yonhap via AP)
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- An American YouTuber who sparked national outrage in South Korea for provocative stunts, including dancing on a statue honoring victims of wartime sexual slavery, was sentenced to six months in prison Wednesday.
The Seoul Western District Court found Ramsey Khalid Ismael, a self-proclaimed internet "troll" known online as Johnny Somali, guilty of multiple charges, including obstruction of business and distributing fabricated sexually explicit content.
Prosecutors had sought a three-year term for Ismael, who also faced accusations of harassing staff and visitors at an amusement park, disrupting a convenience store by blasting music and upending noodles onto a table, causing similar scenes on a bus and subway, and distributing non-consensual deepfake videos.
The court said the 25-year-old displayed "severe" disrespect for South Korean law, noting that he offended countless people with livestreamed stunts aimed at generating YouTube revenue. The court ordered his immediate detention following the verdict, citing him as a flight risk.

    
In October 2024, Somali sparked public outrage in South Korea after posting a video of himself kissing and performing a lap dance on a statue commemorating victims of the Japanese military's sexual slavery during World War II. He later apologized, claiming he was unaware of the monument's significance.

Ismael, who was barred from leaving the country pending his trial, earlier told local reporters that he regretted his actions and wished to apologize to the South Korean public.
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    Jury finds that Ticketmaster and Live Nation had an anticompetitive monopoly over big concert venues




                    

                

            
    
        

        
        
            
                
            
        
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    A jury has found that concert giant Live Nation and its Ticketmaster subsidiary had a harmful monopoly over big concert venues, dealing the company a loss in a lawsuit over claims brought by dozens of U.S. states and the District of Columbia.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A jury found Wednesday that entertainment giant Live Nation, which hosts tens of thousands of concerts a year, and its Ticketmaster subsidiary had a harmful monopoly over big venues.
The ruling, in a lawsuit brought by dozens of states, won't immediately bring relief for concertgoers who have long complained about high ticket prices. But it could cost Live Nation hundreds of millions of dollars and perhaps force the company to sell some of its concert venues when the judge hands out penalties later.
Among other things, the jury found Ticketmaster's anticompetitive practices led to people in 22 states paying an extra $1.72 per ticket, which the judge could order the companies to pay back.
A jury in New York deliberated for four days before reaching its decision. State attorneys general who sued Live Nation said the verdict could potentially lead to lower ticket prices for music fans.

    
Live Nation said in a statement that the verdict "is not the last word on this matter."
The company predicted that once a remedy phase of the litigation is completed before the judge and all appeals are resolved, the outcome likely won't be much different from what the federal government achieved with a settlement it reached with the company just after the trial began. 
That deal included a cap on service fees at some amphitheaters, plus some new ticket-selling options for promoters and venues -- potentially allowing, but not requiring, them to open doors to Ticketmaster competitors such as SeatGeek or AXS. 



    
        




    




The trial was a backstage pass
The trial gave fans the equivalent of a backstage pass to a business that dominates live entertainment in the U.S. and beyond.
Live Nation CEO Michael Rapino testified, answering questions about matters including the company's Taylor Swift ticket debacle in 2022. Rapino blamed a cyberattack. 
Jurors also got to see a Live Nation employee's internal messages to another employee declaring some prices "outrageous," calling customers "so stupid" and boasting that the company was "robbing them blind, baby." The employee, Benjamin Baker, who has since been promoted to a position as a ticketing executive, apologetically testified that the messages were "very immature and unacceptable."

    
    
    
Live Nation Entertainment owns, operates, controls booking for or has an equity interest in hundreds of venues. Its subsidiary Ticketmaster is widely considered to be the world's largest ticket-seller for live events. 

    
    
    
The verdict could cost Live Nation and Ticketmaster hundreds of millions of dollars, based on the jury's estimate that customers paid an extra $1.72 per ticket. The companies could also be assessed penalties. In addition, sanctions could result in court orders that they divest themselves of some entities, including venues such as amphitheaters that they own.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Michael Rapino, chief executive officer and president of Live Nation Entertainment Inc., arrives at Manhattan Federal court, Thursday, March 19, 2026 in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Gray)]
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In its statement, Live Nation said the jury's award of $1.72 per ticket applied to "a limited number of tickets" sold at 257 venues and representing about 20% of total tickets sold. The company estimated the aggregate single damages figure would be below $150 million, though it would be trebled.
The civil case, initially led by the U.S. government, accused Live Nation of using its reach to smother competition -- by blocking venues from using multiple ticket sellers, for example. 

    
Live Nation denies it is a monopoly
Live Nation insisted it is not a monopoly, saying that artists, sports teams and venues decide prices and ticketing practices. A company lawyer said its size was simply a function of excellence and effort.
"Success is not against the antitrust laws in the United States," attorney David Marriott said in his summation.
Ticketmaster was established in 1976 and merged with Live Nation in 2010. The company now controls of 86% of the market for concerts and 73% of the overall market when sports events are included, according to an attorney for the states, Jeffrey Kessler.
Ticketmaster has long drawn ire from fans and some artists. Grunge rock titans Pearl Jam battled the business in the 1990s, even filing an anti-monopoly complaint with the U.S. Department of Justice, which declined to bring a case then.

    
Decades later, the Justice Department, joined by dozens of states, brought the current lawsuit during Democratic former President Joe Biden's administration. 
Days into the trial, Republican President Donald Trump's administration announced it was settling its claims against Live Nation.
A handful of the states joined the settlement. But more than 30 pressed ahead with the trial, saying the federal government hadn't gotten enough concessions.

    
Attorneys hail verdict 
New Jersey Attorney General Jennifer Davenport said in a release after the verdict that Live Nation's "illegal, anti-competitive practices" had driven up ticket prices and made it harder for fans to see their favorite acts.
New York Attorney General Letitia James called the verdict "a landmark victory."

After the victory, Kessler would not say specifically what the states will seek in the next phase of the litigation, which was expected to involve another lengthy legal proceeding before penalties are decided.
But he celebrated the moment.
"It's a great day for consumers," he said.
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    Injured passenger awarded $300,000 after a Miami federal jury finds Carnival overserved her alcohol




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Carnival Cruise Line sign is displayed Jan. 29, 2021, at PortMiami in Miami. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky, File)]
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                                        MIAMI (AP) -- Carnival Cruise Line must pay $300,000 to a former passenger after a federal jury in South Florida found that the company was negligent in serving the woman more than a dozen shots of tequila before she fell down some stairs and suffered a possible traumatic brain injury.
The Miami federal jury decided last Friday in favor of Diana Sanders, a 45-year-old nurse from Vacaville, California.
"Taking on a corporate giant like Carnival is a massive undertaking, and I have enormous respect for my client's resilience throughout this 18-month litigation," Sanders' attorney Spencer Aronfeld said in an email. "This case highlights the inherent dangers of all-inclusive drink packages, which encourage excessive consumption and pressure underpaid servers to prioritize tips over safety."
A statement from Carnival Corporation said it respectfully disagrees with the verdict and believes there are grounds for a new trial and appeal, which it will pursue.

    
According to the lawsuit, Sanders was a passenger aboard the Carnival Radiance on Jan. 5, 2024, when was served at least 14 shots between approximately 2:58 p.m. and 11:37 p.m. She experienced a fall some time between 11:45 p.m. and 12:20 a.m. that caused her to suffer a concussion, headaches, a possible traumatic brain injury, back injuries, tailbone injuries, bruising and other injuries, the complaint said.


Aronfeld said jurors were presented with evidence of 30 minutes of missing surveillance video from the time Sanders left the Casino bar until she was found unconscious in a crew only area.


    
    
    
In a separate case that is still ongoing, the fiancee of a man who died on a cruise ship filed a wrongful death lawsuit last year against Royal Caribbean, alleging it negligently served him at least 33 alcoholic drinks and was liable for his death after crew members tackled him to the ground and stood on him with their full body weight.
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    Justin Fairfax, who nearly became Virginia governor, killed his wife and himself, police say
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            Fairfax, who was a rising star in the Democratic party before his career was derailed by sexual assault allegations, fatally shot his wife before killing himself. The couple had been going through a divorce.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Fairfax County coroners remove a body from the home of former Virginia Lt. Gov. Justin Fairfax, in Annandale, Va., Thursday, April 16, 2026. (AP Photo/Cliff Owen)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            2 of 6 | 
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[image: Fairfax County police secure the home of former Virginia Lt. Gov. Justin Fairfax, in Annandale, Va., Thursday, April 16, 2026. (AP Photo/Cliff Owen)]
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[image: Democratic candidate for Governor of Virginia Lt. Gov. Justin Fairfax answers a question during a debate held in Bristol, Va., on Thursday, May 6, 2021. (David Crigger/Bristol Herald Courier via AP, File)]
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[image: Virginia Democratic gubernatorial candidate, Lt. Gov. Justin Fairfax, speaks to supporters at Pink Fish restaurant in Hampton, Va., Thursday, April 8, 2021. (AP Photo/Steve Helber, File)]
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            By 
            MICHAEL BIESECKER and NATHAN ELLGREN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        Annandale, Va. (AP) -- Former Virginia Lt. Gov. Justin Fairfax, a rising star in the Democratic party before his career was derailed by sexual assault allegations several years ago, killed his wife before killing himself, police said Thursday.
Fairfax and his wife, Dr. Cerina Fairfax, were found dead at their northern Virginia home in Annandale after the couple's teenage son called 911 shortly after midnight, Fairfax County Police Chief Kevin Davis said.
The couple were separated and going through a divorce but living in the same house with their two children, who were home when the shootings occurred, he said.
___
EDITOR'S NOTE -- This story includes discussion of suicide. If you or someone you know needs help, the national suicide and crisis lifeline in the U.S. is available by calling or texting 988. There is also an online chat at 988lifeline.org

    
___
Justin Fairfax was served recently with paperwork telling him when next to appear in court, Davis said. "Detectives will figure out if that led to this tragedy here," he said.
"It's very sad for this community," Davis said. "A lot of people who know the Fairfax family, everybody's shocked. We're shocked."



    
        




    




Cerina Fairfax ran a family dentistry practice in northern Virginia. She graduated from Duke University and the Virginia Commonwealth University School of Dentistry, which honored her in 2015 as its most outstanding alumna of the last decade.

    
    
    
For a brief period in 2019, Justin Fairfax seemed poised to become governor as Democratic Gov. Ralph Northam became engulfed in a scandal over a racist photo on his medical school yearbook that led to calls for his resignation. 
But then two women came forward accusing Fairfax of sexually assaulting them years earlier. He adamantly denied the allegations. 
Vanessa Tyson said Fairfax -- at the time a Columbia Law School student serving as an aide to Democratic vice presidential nominee John Edwards -- forced her to perform oral sex in his hotel room during the Democratic National Convention in Boston in 2004. Two days after Tyson's statement, Meredith Watson issued her own, accusing Fairfax of raping her in 2000, when they were students at Duke University.

    
The Associated Press generally doesn't name people who say they are victims of sexual assault, but both women came forward publicly. Fairfax said the encounters were consensual and refused calls to resign. Fairfax later tried to run for governor in 2021, some said to clear his name, but was largely shunned by Virginia Democrats.
Fairfax said he believed voters would see through what he described as a smear campaign against him. But he was defeated in the Democratic primary.

    
    
    
A former federal prosecutor and civil litigator, Fairfax first unsuccessfully sought the Democratic nomination for attorney general in 2013, then won the race for lieutenant governor in 2017.
Ghazala Hashmi, Virginia's current lieutenant governor, called the deaths devastating.
"My thoughts are with their children, loved ones, and numerous friends," Hashmi said in a statement. "Along with so many in the Commonwealth, I am filled with sorrow; I await further insights from our law enforcement officials."
___

Biesecker reported from Fairfax County, Virginia. Associated Press reporters Sarah Brumfield in Cockeysville, Maryland, Jonathan Matisse in Nashville, Tennessee, Alanna Durkin Richer in Washington, and Allen G. Breed in Wake Forest, North Carolina contributed to this report.
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                    Politics

    Justice Jackson chides Supreme Court conservatives over 'oblivious' pro-Trump emergency orders




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The U.S. Supreme Court is seen in Washington, Tuesday, April 7, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Rahmat Gul)]
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[image: Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor speaks at the New York Law School's Constitution and Citizen Day Summit, in New York, Tuesday, Sept. 16, 2025. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)]
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            MARK SHERMAN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Supreme CourtJustice Ketanji Brown Jackson has delivered a sustained attack on her conservative colleagues' use of emergency orders to benefit the Trump administration, calling the orders "scratch-paper musings" that can "seem oblivious and thus ring hollow."
The court's newest justice, Jackson delivered a lengthy assessment of roughly two dozen court orders issued last year that allowed President Donald Trump to put in place controversial policies on immigration, steep federal funding cuts and other topics, after lower courts found they were likely illegal.
While designed to be short-term, those orders have largely allowed Trump to move ahead -- for now -- with key parts of his sweeping agenda.
Jackson spoke for nearly an hour on Monday at Yale Law School, which posted a video of the event on Wednesday. 
Last week, Justice Sonia Sotomayor similarly talked about emergency orders in an event Tuesday at the University of Alabama that also took issue with the conservatives' approach.

    
Jackson has previously criticized the emergency orders both in dissenting opinions and in an unusual appearance with Justice Brett Kavanaugh last month. But her talk at Yale, addressing the public rather than the other eight justices, was notable.



    
        




    




She referred to orders, which often are issued with little or no explanation as "back-of-the-envelope, first-blush impressions of the merits of the legal issue."

    
    
    
Worse still, she said, was that the court then insists that "those scratch-paper musings" be applied by lower courts in other cases.
The orders suffer from an additional problem, she said, a failure to acknowledge that real people are involved, making them "seem oblivious and thus ring hollow."
She also pushed back on the court's assessment that preventing the president from putting his policy in place also is a harm that often outweighs what the challengers to a policy might face.

    
"The president of the United States, though he may be harmed in an abstract way, he certainly isn't harmed if what he wants to do is illegal," Jackson said during a question-and-answer session with law school dean Cristina Rodriguez.
The court used to be reluctant to step into cases early in the legal process, she said. "There is value in avoiding having the court continually touching the third rail of every divisive policy issue in American life," Jackson said.
While she said she couldn't explain the change, "in recent years, the Supreme Court has taken a decidedly different approach to addressing emergency stay applications. It has been noticeably less restrained, especially with respect to pending cases that involve controversial matters."

    
    
    
Jackson, often joined by Sotomayor and Justice Elena Kagan, has frequently dissented.
There have been conversations about emergency orders among the justices, Jackson said, but she decided to speak publicly with the goal of being "a catalyst for change."
Also on Wednesday, Sotomayor issued a rare public apology to another justice, Kavanaugh, for what she termed "hurtful comments" she made last week during an appearance at the University of Kansas law school.

Referencing an opinion Kavanaugh wrote in an immigration case where the court granted an emergency order sought by the administration, Sotomayor said her colleague "probably doesn't really know any person who works by the hour." Her remarks were reported by Bloomberg Law.
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                    Politics

    Senate rejects effort to halt arms sales to Israel, but most Democrats vote to block them




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., speaks during an address marking New York City Mayor Zohran Mamdani's first 100 days in office at the Knockdown Center, Sunday, April 12, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Andres Kudacki) CORRECTION: Corrects Sanders' title from Representative to Senator]
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[image: Senate Majority Leader John Thune, R-S.D., speaks to reporters outside the chamber after passing a measure by unanimous consent that would fund most of the Department of Homeland Security, if the House agrees, at the Capitol in Washington, Thursday, April 2, 2026. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: Sen. Mark Kelly, D-Ariz., asks a question during the Senate Committee on Intelligence hearings to examine worldwide threats on Capitol Hill Wednesday, March 18, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            Sen. Mark Kelly, D-Ariz., asks a question during the Senate Committee on Intelligence hearings to examine worldwide threats on Capitol Hill Wednesday, March 18, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            MARY CLARE JALONICK
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- More than three dozen Democrats supported an effort by Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders on Wednesday to block arms sales to Israel, signaling a growing discontent in the party with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and the wars in Gaza and Iran. 
The two resolutions to block U.S. sales of bulldozers and bombs to Israel were opposed by all Republicans and rejected 40-59 and 36-63. But Sanders has repeatedly forced votes on the issue to put pressure on his colleagues -- both Democrats and Republicans -- to oppose Netanyahu's regime.
Similar resolutions forced by Sanders in 2024 and 2025 were also rejected, but the number of Democrats voting with the Vermont Independent has more than doubled in less than two years amid Israeli campaigns in Gaza, Iran and Lebanon and a stepped-up campaign by party activists who have increasingly seen support for Israel as a litmus test for support. 

    
"It's clear that Democrats are beginning to listen to the average American who is sick and tired of spending billions of dollars to support Netanyahu's horrific wars when people in this country can't afford housing or health care," Sanders said after the vote. 



    
        




    




Arizona Sen. Mark Kelly, D-Ariz., voted in support of the two resolutions after opposing some of Sanders' previous efforts. In a speech just before the vote, Kelly said that "the reckless decisions being made by Prime Minister Netanyahu and President Trump" led him to his decision, which he said he did not take lightly. 

    
    
    
"Under Prime Minister Netanyahu's government, we've seen an expanded war in Lebanon that is putting innocent Lebanese civilians at risk, and ongoing violence against Palestinians and their homes being demolished in the West Bank," Kelly said. "All of this has undermined the path forward for peace." 
Among the Democrats voting against the resolutions were Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer and Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand. Nearly 100 protesters were arrested during a demonstration on Monday calling on the two New York senators to vote in favor of Sanders' two measures. 

    
Led by the antiwar group Jewish Voice for Peace, the crowd of hundreds initially attempted to stage a sit-in inside the senators' offices as they said they were abetting Israel's intensifying attacks in Lebanon and the U.S.-Israeli war on Iran. But they were blocked and many of the protesters were arrested. 
"The majority of Americans and New Yorkers want a resolution to what the Israeli government is doing," said the group's communications director, Sonya Meyerson-Knox. 
Democrats supported a resolution earlier on Wednesday to halt Trump's war in Iran, though that was also rejected, 47-52. Democratic Sen. Chris Coons, a Democrat who voted against Sanders' Israel resolutions, said he voted to end the Iran war but did not want to abandon Israel. 
"My votes should be taken neither as an endorsement of the actions of the Netanyahu government nor as an abandonment of the state of Israel, the Jewish people, or the US-Israel relationship," Coons said in a statement after the vote. 

    
Republicans said the vote could hurt U.S. efforts in the Iran war. 

Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman Jim Risch, R-Idaho, said the resolutions could embolden Iran and "send the message that the U.S. is prepared to leave our ally Israel vulnerable." 
"They will not help the United States of America," Risch said ahead of the vote.
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                    Politics

    Senate Republicans reject effort to halt Iran war, but some eye future war powers votes




                    

                

            
    
        

        
        
            
                
            
        
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    President Donald Trump took the United States to war without a vote of support from Congress, but lawmakers are increasingly questioning when, how and at what cost the war with Iran will come to an end. (AP Video: Rick Gentilo)
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            MARY CLARE JALONICK
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Republican-led Senate on Wednesday rejected the latest Democratic attempt to halt President Donald Trump's war in Iran, turning aside a resolution that would require the U.S. to withdraw forces from the conflict until Congress authorizes further action. 
The 47-52 vote was the fourth time this year that the Senate has voted to cede its war powers to the president in a conflict that Democrats say is illegal and unjustified. Republicans say they will keep faith in Trump's wartime leadership, for now, citing Iran's nuclear capabilities, the potential for ongoing talks and the high stakes of withdrawal. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., listens during a news conference after a policy luncheon on Capitol Hill,Tuesday, April 14, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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Still, GOP lawmakers are anxious for the conflict to end, and some are eyeing future votes that could become an important test for the president if the war drags on. And the outcome of a war powers vote in the House, expected this week, is uncertain. 

    
Under the War Powers Act of 1973, Congress must declare war or authorize use of force within 60 days of its start -- a deadline that will arrive at the end of this month. The law provides for a potential 30-day extension of that deadline, but lawmakers have made clear that they want the administration to soon lay out a plan for the end of the conflict. 
After the 60-day or 90-day deadline, "it's time to fish or cut bait," said Republican Sen. Thom Tillis of North Carolina. "I think that the administration would be wise to put together what would look like a well-founded authorization of military force and a funding strategy." 



    
        




    




Republican senators mull a war powers resolution 
While voting against the Democratic efforts to stop the war, Sen. Lisa Murkowski, R-Alaska, has been talking to her GOP colleagues about a resolution that would authorize the conflict beyond the 60-day deadline. 
She said last month that the Democratic measures would hurt the troops by prompting an abrupt withdrawal. But she said that Congress should eventually draft an authorization of force and vote on it "so the American people know the limits and objectives of this military operation." 
"There is no question that the president should have sought authorization from Congress before striking Iran on this scale, likewise bringing in our allies ahead of time as they now are equally in danger," she said at the beginning of March. 

    
    
    
Utah Sen. John Curtis said Wednesday that he had looked at Murkowski's draft and provided feedback, but would not share details. "I think we are all watching" the war and its timeline, Curtis said, adding that he hopes it ends before the deadline. 

    
Sen. Josh Hawley, R-Mo., also said he would like to see the war end in the coming weeks. If not, he said, "at the end of 60 days, I think we need to vote on a military authorization." 

    
    
    
Republican Sen. Susan Collins of Maine said that the president's power "is not unlimited as commander in chief." 
"If this conflict exceeds the 60 days specified in the War Powers Act, or if the President deploys troops on the ground, I believe that Congress should have to authorize those actions," Collins said in a statement.

    
Republican leaders are noncommittal 
It remains unclear if Republican leaders would go along with a vote to authorize the war. Senate Majority Leader John Thune said this week that "at this point most of us I think feel pretty good about what the military has achieved" in Iran. 
But Thune did say that "they do need a plan for how to wind this down, how to get an outcome that actually leads to a safer, more secure Middle East and, by extension, a stronger national security position for the United States."
Thune said another "inflection point" will be an eventual White House request for war funding. Congress is still waiting for the request, which could total hundreds of billions of dollars. 
That is a "power that Congress has to influence what happens there," Thune said.
Republican Sen. Jim Lankford of Oklahoma said that war funding will "be the big vote." He added that the question, then, will be: "Is it going to happen or is it not going to happen?" Lankford said. 
Sen. John Kennedy, R-La., said that at the 60-day deadline, Congress isn't going to "jump up and say that's it, it's one second past 60 days, everybody come home."

    
Some of the people who want a vote just want to embarrass Trump, Kennedy said.
"I want to see us achieve our objective in Iran," Kennedy said. "And then I want to see us get out."
Democrats say war is illegal, unnecessary
Democrats have vowed to force votes on the Senate floor as long as the war continues.
"As our troops continue to sacrifice whatever is asked of them, we senators need to do the absolute minimum required of us," said Democratic Sen. Tammy Duckworth of Illinois, an Iraq war veteran who lost both legs in combat, before Wednesday's vote.

Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer said that with gas prices climbing, "the American people literally cannot afford for Republicans to forgo another opportunity to work with Democrats to end Trump's disastrous war."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sen. John Kennedy, R-La., center, speaks with a reporter, Tuesday, April 14, 2026, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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___
Associated Press writers Seung Min Kim and Steven Sloan contributed to this report. 
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    LaMelo Ball punches team mascot Hugo twice after Hornets knock Heat out of play-in tournament




                    

                

            
    
        

        
        
            
                
            
        
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    LaMelo Ball apologized for his role in the injury to Bam Adebayo in Tuesday night's play-in tournament game but added that he was disoriented after getting hit in the head.
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                                        CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) -- LaMelo Ball was so excited after delivering a knockout blow to the Miami Heat in Tuesday night's electric 127-126 play-in tournament win that he carried it over to his victory celebration, delivering two right-hand jabs to the oversized head of Hugo, the Charlotte Hornets' mascot.
In a wild sequence, Ball avenged two critical mistakes just seconds earlier by scoring on a driving right-handed layup with 4.7 seconds left, and Charlotte prevailed after Miles Bridges blocked Davion Mitchell's layup attempt on the other of the court as time expired. That set off a wild celebration on the court involving players, coaches and fans as the team earned its first home postseason win in a decade.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Charlotte Hornets guard LaMelo Ball celebrates after scoring against the Miami Heat during the second half of an NBA play-in tournament basketball game in Charlotte, N.C., Tuesday, April 14, 2026. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)]
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Ball celebrated at midcourt, flexing after the winning layup. Local television station WBTV caught video of the hyped point guard delivering two seemingly playful blows at Hugo before embracing teammate Coby White in a bear hug. Hugo simply walked away.

    
Ball was the center of attention all night, and it remained uncertain if he could face disciplinary action from the league ahead of Charlotte's next play-in game on Friday night after it appeared he took a swipe at the leg of Bam Adebayo early in the second quarter, causing the Heat center to fall on his back.



    
        




    




Ball was not called for a foul and play continued. Adebayo did not return because of a lower back injury, playing just 11 minutes.

    
    
    
Afterward, Miami coach Erik Spoelstra said Ball should have been ejected.
Ball apologized after the game and said he was disoriented on the play after getting hit in the head seconds before on a drive to the basket.
The ninth-seeded Hornets play on the road against the loser of Wednesday's night game between Orlando and Philadelphia as they look to snap a 10-year playoff drought.

    
"We drew up a good play, I feel like. Just orchestrated it and it worked," Ball said of the winning shot.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Charlotte Hornets guard LaMelo Ball walks off the court after an NBA play-in tournament basketball game against the Miami Heat in Charlotte, N.C., Tuesday, April 14, 2026. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)]
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Ball was not asked about punching the mascot after the game; the video of it had not surfaced at that point.
"The crowd was amazing," Ball said of the sold-out crowd. "Everyone who came out today was real loud, so it was a good crowd."
Charlotte was able to get to overtime after White hit an off-balanced 3-pointer from the corner with 10.8 seconds left to tie the game, and Miami's Tyler Herro missed a jumper at the end of regulation.
The Hornets surrendered a five-point lead in OT behind two Ball blunders.
After Herro drained a turnaround 3 in the corner, Ball turned the ball over at midcourt and then fouled Herro on a 3-point attempt. Herro made all three free throws to briefly give Miami a 126-125 lead, setting up Ball's theatrics on an inbounds play.

"We just stayed together throughout it all, it was an up-and-down game. But that's what the play-in is about," Bridges said. "... We did a great job executing on offense, LaMelo did a great job getting a layup, and then we executed on defense on the other end."
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/NBA
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                    Sports

    Lionel Messi accused of breaching $7 million contract by sitting out a Florida soccer friendly




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Argentina forward Lionel Messi, center top, watches from a box with family and friends at the start of an international friendly soccer match between Venezuela and Argentina, Oct. 10, 2025, in Miami Gardens, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)]
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[image: Inter Miami forward Lionel Messi (10) runs with the ball as Atlanta United midfielder Steven Alzate (7) defends during the first half of an MLS soccer match, Oct. 11, 2025, in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky, File)]
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[image: Argentina's Lionel Messi (10) attempts a shot on goal during the first half of a friendly soccer match against Puerto Rico, Oct. 14, 2025, in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier, File)]
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                                        MIAMI (AP) -- Lionel Messi is being sued by a Miami-based event promoter who says the soccer icon violated terms of a $7 million contract by missing an exhibition match last year.
Vid Music Group filed the lawsuit for fraud and breach of contract against Messi and the Argentine Football Association in Miami-Dade circuit court last month, according to court records.
Messi and the AFA didn't immediately respond to messages seeking comment.
Considered one of the greatest soccer players ever, Messi appears with both his Major League Soccer club Inter Miami and Argentina's national team, and fans routinely pay much higher prices for the chance to see him play.
According to the lawsuit, Vid signed a deal with the AFA last summer for exclusive rights to organize and promote Argentina's friendlies last October against Venezuela and Puerto Rico in exchange for ticket, broadcast and sponsorship revenue. Vid claims that Messi was supposed to play for at least 30 minutes in each match, unless he was injured.
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                    Argentina's Lionel Messi (10) attempts a shot on goal during the first half of a friendly soccer match against Puerto Rico, Oct. 14, 2025, in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Inter Miami forward Lionel Messi (10) runs with the ball as Atlanta United midfielder Steven Alzate (7) defends during the first half of an MLS soccer match, Oct. 11, 2025, in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky, File)]



        

        
        
            
                    Inter Miami forward Lionel Messi (10) runs with the ball as Atlanta United midfielder Steven Alzate (7) defends during the first half of an MLS soccer match, Oct. 11, 2025, in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky, File)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    
The 38-year-old Messi watched Argentina's 1-0 win against Venezuela on Oct. 10 from a suite at South Florida's Hard Rock Stadium, according to the lawsuit.

    




    
        




    




The next day, Messi scored two goals in Inter Miami's 4-0 MLS win over Atlanta. That match was important to Inter Miami, since it gave them home-field advantage for Round 1 of the playoffs.
Then, on Oct. 14, Messi played in Argentina's 6-0 win over Puerto Rico. That game was originally supposed to take place in Chicago, but low ticket sales in the city where Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents were making more than 1,000 arrests led organizers to move the game to Florida. AFA blamed the immigration crackdowns when the smaller venue in Fort Lauderdale didn't sell out, even after ticket prices were reduced to $25 each.

Vid hasn't specified damages they're seeking in the lawsuit, but they claim they lost millions between Messi failing to appear in one game and low ticket sales at the other.
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    Report: Newly crowned UFC champ Carlos Ulberg says he lost title belt while celebrating the win




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Carlos Ulberg, center, of New Zealand, reacts after defeating Jiri Prochazka, of Czechia, by TKO to win their light heavyweight title bout at a UFC 327 mixed martial arts event, Saturday, April 11, 2026, in Miami. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Carlos Ulberg, of New Zealand, prepares for the start of his light heavyweight title bout against Jiri Prochazka, of Czechia, at a UFC 327 mixed martial arts event, Saturday, April 11, 2026, in Miami. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Carlos Ulberg fought through an injured right knee to capture the light heavyweight title in UCF 327.
He says he lost it hours later, literally.
The 35-year-old from New Zealand defeated Jiri Prochazka in the main event at UFC 327 by knockout this weekend in Miami to become the new champion of the light heavyweight division. He told Fox Sports Australia on Monday that he misplaced his golden title belt while celebrating his victory.
"I've lost the belt, bro," Ulberg told Fox Sports. "Initially after winning, the plan was to not have a drink. But you know how these things go, right? First, someone gives you a champagne to celebrate. Then one thing leads to another and you're doing shots."
His knee injury could to keep him sidelined for a year, meaning he will have to give up his champion status anyway, with UCF holding an interim title fight to take his place.

    
But Ulberg said he's fairly confident his belt will be found before he heads to Las Vegas to get further evaluation from doctors there on his knee. He then plans to spent time at the UFC Performance Institute before returning to New Zealand to be with family.

"I didn't want to be carrying the belt around so I think it's still there at the apartment somewhere. One of the boys probably has it in bed with him," Ulberg said.
___
AP MMA: https://apnews.com/hub/mixed-martial-arts
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    'Spaceballs' sequel, 'Thomas Crown Affair' previewed at CinemaCon, but no Bond updates




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Rick Moranis, cast member of the upcoming film "Spaceballs 2," speaks during the Amazon MGM Studios presentation at CinemaCon on Wednesday, April 15, 2026, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Michael B. Jordan, cast member of the upcoming film "The Thomas Crown Affair" speaks during the Amazon MGM Studios presentation at CinemaCon on Wednesday, April 15, 2026, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Jon Batiste performs during the Amazon MGM Studios presentation at CinemaCon on Wednesday, April 15, 2026, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Ryan Gosling, cast member of the film "Project Hail Mary," speaks during the Amazon MGM Studios presentation at CinemaCon on Wednesday, April 15, 2026, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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[image: Cast members Nicholas Braun, left, and Hugh Jackman of the upcoming film "The Sheep Detectives" speak during the Amazon MGM Studios presentation at CinemaCon on Wednesday, April 15, 2026, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- The cast and filmmakers behind the "Spaceballs" sequel including Bill Pullman and Rick Moranis brought a little levity to CinemaCon Wednesday night in Las Vegas, with an irreverent presentation and first look at the satire. 
"With Hollywood studios merging willy nilly like middle aged couples at a swingers party, Amazon acquired MGM and opened the vault," a voiceover said in the "Spaceballs" sizzle reel, with the image on the screen showing Warner Bros. and Paramount, making Amazon MGM the only studio to publicly reference the pending acqusition at the conference so far. 
Mel Brooks, in a video message, announced the title, "Spaceballs: The New One."
"It's just like the old one, but it's newer," Brooks said. 
He explained that it was not called "Spaceballs: The Search for More Money" because, he said, he found the money. It was in his basement. Also, he said, he couldn't be at Caesar's Palace with everyone because he was seeing Phish at the Sphere. 

    
Moranis's appearance on stage evoked a big reaction from the crowd, but he only got a few words out -- part of the bit was that everyone would keep interrupting him, and they stuck to it. The film is expected in theaters next year. 


"Spaceballs" was just one part of the big Amazon MGM Studios presentation to theater owners, which also included first looks at Peter Farrelly's Sylvester Stallone biopic "I Play Rocky" and Michael B. Jordan's "The Thomas Crown Affair."

    
    
    
The newly minted best actor Oscar winner for his dual performance in "Sinners," Jordan directs and stars in the romantic art heist, alongside Adria Arjona. Jon Batiste also played a bit of the score he's composing for the film.
"I've been daydreaming about making this movie for years," said Jordan. 
He watched the 1999 version when he was 12 and said "It left a very big impression on me."
For his version, he said, he wanted to bring the style, sophistication and rebellion he loved in both of the previous versions, but also to make his character "someone you can root for."

    
Amazon MGM Studios was received warmly by the exhibitors in the audience on the heels of their biggest theatrical release so far, and their promise to release 15 movies a year by 2027. "Project Hail Mary" continues to do big business, with over $515 million in global box office earnings. It was so popular that it will be returning to IMAX theaters for one week starting Friday.
Filmmakers Phil Lord and Chris Miller even made a surprise appearance, with Ryan Gosling, to thank the exhibitors for playing the film in their theaters.
"This movie is now the biggest original movie of the year because you believed in it," Miller said.
The studio previewed their summer He-Man movie "Masters of the Universe," starring Nicholas Galitzine, and the family film "The Sheep Detectives," also with Galitzine, Hugh Jackman and Nicholas Braun. Pete Davidson also showed up with David Leitch for their gonzo action pic "How to Rob a Bank."
"This movie is totally (expective) insane," Davidson said.
Later, they showed first looks at Henry Cavill in "Highlander" and Anne Hathaway and Dakota Johnson in the adaptation of the Colleen Hoover psychological thriller "Verity." 


    
One franchise that did not have any news to share was James Bond. Amazon paid $8.45 billion for MGM in 2021, at least in part because of the allure of 007. Just last year the joint studio announced it had taken the creative reins of the franchise after decades of family control with longtime Bond custodians Michael G. Wilson and Barbara Broccoli agreeing to step back. They also hired Denis Villeneuve to direct the first film of the new era, with Amy Pascal and David Heyman producing.
But precious little is known about their plans for the next Bond movie beyond that, including who might play the dapper agent.
Courtenay Valenti, Amazon MGM's head of film, said "we're taking time to do this with care and deep respect." 
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    AI-rendered Val Kilmer debuts in 'As Deep as the Grave' trailer




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People watch a trailer for the upcoming film ]



        

        
        
            
                    People watch a trailer for the upcoming film "As Deep as the Grave" featuring a character played by a generative AI version of Val Kilmer at CinemaCon on Wednesday, April 15, 2026, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)
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                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- The filmmakers behind "As Deep as the Grave," the indie film that is using an artificial intelligence-rendered version of Val Kilmer in a prominent role, debuted a first look at the recreated actor Wednesday at CinemaCon in Las Vegas.
"Don't fear the dead and don't fear me," Kilmer's character, Father Fintan, a Catholic priest and Native American spiritualist, says at the end of the trailer.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Val Kilmer poses for a portrait, Jan. 9, 2014, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Mark Humphrey, File)]
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The actor died last year at 65, of pneumonia. The use of generative AI to recreate Kilmer for the historical drama based on archaeologists Ann and Earl Morris became a hot button topic when the filmmakers announced it last month. The trailer shows Kilmer's character at various ages. 
Writer-director Coerte Voorhees, along with his brother John, spoke on a panel Wednesday about the controversial decision to use technology to create a performance from a deceased actor and explained why they feel they've done it ethically by working with Kilmer's children and the actors union. Coerte Voorhees stopped short of calling it a Val Kilmer performance, however.



    
        




    




"Val Kilmer influenced this performance," Coerte Voorhees said.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Coerte Voorhees, second from left, writer/director of the upcoming film "As Deep as the Grave," discusses the film with John Tsosie of Navajo Nation, second from right, and producer John Voorhees, far right, and moderator Brent Lang at CinemaCon 2026 on Wednesday, April 15, 2026, at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
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Producer John Voorhees said the use of AI actors based on real people is risky territory for anyone to venture into but emphasized that they followed guidelines from the Screen Actors Guild-American Federation of Television and Radio Artists union that he boiled down to "consent, compensation and collaboration." Kilmer's estate, including his daughter Mercedes, gave permission for his digital replication, is being compensated for it and provided archival footage to help the process.

    
    
    
They also compared Kilmer's AI-rendered performance to any actor portraying a historical figure on screen, as Kilmer once did with Jim Morrison in "The Doors." Kilmer also utilized AI while he was alive. When he lost his natural speaking voice following a throat cancer diagnosis and two tracheotomies, he turned to an AI software company to digitally recreate his voice. Kilmer's voice was also digitally altered to help his final screen performance in "Top Gun: Maverick."

    
Kilmer had signed on to "As Deep as the Grave" years ago; Much of the film was structured around his character, they said. When Kilmer had to pull out at the last minute due to health issues they decided to proceed shooting without the character instead of recasting the role. The production had numerous stops and starts as one of the first to begin shooting in New Mexico in the fall of 2020 amid the pandemic. They realized later that the story really did need Father Fintan, and decided to broach the topic with Kilmer's children, Mercedes and Jack.
"We were so glad they were so excited and so supportive of the idea," Coerte Voorhees said. "We didn't want to do it unless everybody thought this was going to work properly."

He said that Kilmer is on screen in the movie for one hour and 17 minutes; The final runtime was not revealed but he said it's long. The filmmakers plan to release it sometime this year.
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    Madonna announces new album, a sequel two decades later, 'Confessions on a Dance Floor: Part II'




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This album cover image released by Warner Records shows "Confessions ll" by Madonna, set for release on July 3. (Rafael Pavarotti/Warner Records via AP)]
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[image: This album cover image released by Warner Records shows "Confessions ll" by Madonna, set for release on July 3. (Rafael Pavarotti/Warner Records via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- As Madonna sang in her 2005 hit, "Hung Up," time goes by so slowly. But it continues to move. 
On Wednesday, the pop superstar announced she'll release a new album, "Confessions on a Dance Floor: Part II," on July 3 via Warner Records -- 21 years after the original.
It's exciting for a number of reasons: The album is a sequel to her 2005 release, "Confessions on a Dance Floor," and her first full-length in seven years, since 2019's "Madame X." The Associated Press characterized the latter album as a misstep, however, the original "Confessions" has been widely regarded as a return to the top of her pop powers. The critically acclaimed release, which produced such hits as "Hung Up," "Sorry," "Get Together" and "Jump," was dance-pop disco for a new era of clubgoers. It was certified platinum by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) and won a Grammy for best electronic/dance album in 2006.

    
Madonna has previously teased a second "Confessions" work. In December 2024, she shared an Instagram video of herself in the studio with the original album's producer, Stuart Price. 



    
        




    




In the official press announcement, Madonna shared a manifesto that she and Price had for the album. 

"We must dance, celebrate, and pray with our bodies. These are things that we've been doing for thousands of years -- they really are spiritual practices. After all, the dance floor is a ritualistic space. It's a place where you connect -- with your wounds, with your fragility. To rave is an art. It's about pushing your limits and connecting to a community of like-minded people," she wrote. "Sound, light, and vibration reshape our perceptions, pulling us into a trancelike state. The repetition of the bass, we don't just hear it but we feel it. Altering our consciousness and dissolving ego and time."
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    Prosecutors sought access to Federal Reserve building as Trump threatens to fire Powell




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell, right, and President Donald Trump look over a document of cost figures during a visit to the Federal Reserve, Thursday, July 24, 2025, in Washington. (AP Photo/Julia Demaree Nikhinson, File)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Federal prosecutors made an unannounced visit this week to a construction site at Federal Reserve headquarters that is the focus of an investigation into a $2.5 billion renovation project, according to two people familiar with the visit.
Two prosecutors and an investigator from U.S. Attorney Jeanine Pirro's office were turned away on Tuesday by a building contractor and referred to Fed attorneys, one of the people said. The two people familiar with the visit spoke on condition of anonymity because they weren't authorized to publicly discuss an ongoing investigation.
The visit underscores that the Trump administration is not backing down from its investigation of the Fed and its chair, Jerome Powell, even though the probe has delayed the confirmation of a new chair nominated by President Donald Trump. The investigation is focused on cost overruns and brief testimony about the project last summer by Powell. Trump confirmed in an interview that aired Wednesday on Fox Business that he wants to continue the probe.

    
Last month, during a closed-door hearing before a federal judge, a top deputy from Pirro's office conceded that they hadn't found any evidence of a crime in their investigation of the headquarters project.



    
        




    




Robert Hur, an attorney for the Federal Reserve board of governors, sent an email to Pirro's prosecutors about their visit and their request for a "tour" to "check on progress" at the construction site. Hur's email, which The Associated Press has viewed, noted that U.S. District Judge James Boasberg concluded that their interest in the Federal Reserve's renovation project was "pretextual."
"Should you wish to challenge that finding, the courts provide an avenue for you; it is not appropriate for you to try to circumvent it," Hur wrote.

    
    
    
Republican Tillis is key vote
Sen. Thom Tillis, a North Carolina Republican who is a key member of the Senate Banking Committee, has vowed to vote against Kevin Warsh, Trump's nominee to replace Powell as Fed chair, until the investigation is dropped. With the committee closely divided on partisan lines, Tillis' opposition is enough to block Warsh from receiving the committee's approval.
Tillis on Wednesday criticized the investigation as "bogus, ill-timed, ill-informed" and repeated that seven Republican members of the banking panel have said they do not believe Powell committed a crime when he testified last June. 
Tillis also said there aren't enough votes on the committee or in the broader Senate to do an end-run around the committee and get Warsh confirmed some other way.

    
"There really is no path," he told reporters, adding that Pirro and her aides were "asleep at the switch" because the investigation has essentially delayed Powell's departure from the Fed, despite Trump's obsessive criticism of the Fed chair. Powell has now said he won't leave until the investigation is resolved. 

    
    
    
Tillis suggested Pirro blindsided the White House with her investigation. "They should have consulted with the White House, because I'm sure if they would have, (the White House) would have said, 'no, we can wait,'" until Powell steps down. 

    
But Kevin Hassett, the Trump administration's top economist, said Wednesday that the Justice Department got involved because "the president wanted to investigate the cost overrun," Axios reported. 
The Banking panel said Tuesday that it will hold a hearing on Warsh's nomination April 21. Powell's term as Fed chair ends May 15, but Powell said last month he would remain as chair until a replacement is named. 
Powell is serving a separate term as a member of the Fed's governing board that lasts until January 2028. Chairs typically leave the board when their terms as chair end, but they can remain on the board if they choose. Powell has said he won't leave until the investigation is resolved. If he remains it would deny Trump the opportunity to appoint someone else to the seven-member board.
Late Tuesday Tillis posted a link on social media to The Wall Street Journal's article on the visit below an image of the Three Stooges and wrote, "The U.S. Attorney's Office for D.C. at the crime scene."

    
Investigation centers on building renovations
The investigation centers on an appearance by Powell before the Banking Committee last June, when he was asked about cost overruns on the renovations. The most recent estimates from the Fed suggest the current estimated cost of $2.5 billion is about $600 million higher than a 2022 estimate of $1.9 billion.
"It is probably corrupt, but what it really is, is incompetent," Trump said. "Don't you think we have to find out what happened there?"
The president's support for the investigation threatens a timeframe set out by Sen. Tim Scott, a South Carolina Republican who chairs the Banking Committee. Scott said Tuesday on Fox Business that he believed the investigation would be "wrapped up in the next few weeks," allowing Warsh to be confirmed soon after.

    
Threat to fire Powell
News of the unannounced visit by prosecutors comes as Trump has again threatened to fire Powell, if the Federal Reserve Chair decides to stay on the central bank's governing board after his term as chair expires next month.
"Well then I'll have to fire him, OK?" Trump said. 
Trump has for months wanted to remove Powell, saying he has been too slow in orchestrating interest rate cuts that would give the U.S. economy a quick boost. Powell has said the investigation is a pretext to undermine the Fed's independence to set rates. 
Sen. Josh Hawley, a Missouri Republican, said Trump can only fire Powell "for cause," meaning some kind of misconduct, "so that's a pretty tall order."
Supreme Court weighing another Trump removal
Trump's threat to fire Powell comes as the Supreme Court is weighing the president's effort to remove another central bank governor, Lisa Cook. Lower courts have so far allowed Cook to remain in her job while her legal challenge to the firing continues. The Supreme Court also seemed likely to keep her on the Fed when the court heard arguments in January. A decision could come any time.
The issue in Cook's case is whether allegations of mortgage fraud, which she has denied, is a sufficient reason to fire her or a mere pretext masking Trump's desire to exert more control over U.S. interest rate policy.

The Supreme Court has allowed the firings of the heads of other governmental agencies at the president's discretion, with no claim that they did anything wrong, while also signaling that it is approaching the independence of the nation's central bank more cautiously, calling the Fed "a uniquely structured, quasi-private entity."
___
AP Writers Seung Min Kim, Mark Sherman, Paul Wiseman, Alanna Durkin Richer, and video journalist Nathan Ellgren contributed to this report.
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                    Business

    Allbirds, a former Wall Street darling fallen on hard times, looks to AI for its future




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this July 21, 2018, file photo Allbirds co-founder Tim Brown speaks at OZY Fest in Central Park in New York. Online shoe brand Allbirds plans to more than double its store count next year, hoping to reach shoppers who want to touch and try on their wool shoes. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Allbirds, the eco-friendly shoe brand that found its way onto the feet of tech CEOs and movie stars before falling on hard times, is pivoting to artificial intelligence.
On Wednesday the San Francisco-based company said it had signed a definitive agreement with an unnamed institutional investor for $50 million in financing to shift its business to AI infrastructure. It will also have a new name: NewBird AI. It plans to use the proceeds to purchase graphics processing units, known as GPUs. The transaction is expected to close during the second quarter of this year.
"The rise of AI development and adoption has created unprecedented structural demand for specialized, high-performance compute that the market is struggling to meet," the company said in the release. "NewBird AI is being built to help close that gap."
The drastic change of direction has some industry watchers scratching their heads.

    
"On the surface, it's a strange pivot," said AI infrastructure expert Bill Kleyman. "I've been in this industry a while, and a company like Allbirds moving from shoes into AI infrastructure is not a very natural adjacency."



    
        




    




It's unclear how Allbirds will reinvent itself as a "GPU-as-a-service" business that rents out computing power to AI companies. That means selling access to a huge number of graphics processors, or other specialized AI computer chips designed by companies like Nvidia or AMD, that operate in big data centers typically run by cloud computing giants like Amazon or Oracle.

    
    
    
The business of running physical AI infrastructure "requires access to GPUs in a constrained market, long-term power agreements, advanced cooling strategies, and a credible operating model," said Kleyman, CEO and co-founder of Apolo.
The announcement comes more than two weeks after Allbirds sold its intellectual property and certain other assets and liabilities to American Exchange Group, a leader in accessories design, licensing and manufacturing, for $39 million. The company owns such retail brands as Aerosoles, White Mountain, Jonathan Adler and Ed Hardy.

    
That's a dramatic fall from the Allbirds' peak in valuation at $4 billion in late 2021. The company had said that it would not be issuing its quarterly earnings report that was set for March 31.
The latest development marks a dramatic departure from when the company was founded in 2015 by former professional soccer player Tim Brown and renewable resources expert Joey Zwillinger. Its mission: to create footwear from natural material, not synthetics. A year later, Allbirds launched its iconic wool runner shoe. But the company overexpanded, like many dot.com brands that opened physical stores. And many consumers lost interest.
In February, the brand shuttered most of its remaining stores to focus on e-commerce, partnerships with stores and international distributorship. It still operates two outlet stores in the U.S. and two full-price stores in London.
Shares of Allbirds soared more than 600% on Wednesday's news and were hovering nearly $18 in late afternoon trading. A few days ago, the stock was trading at $3. It once traded at $520 per share.

    
Kleyman said the stock market surge looks "more like initial excitement and speculative momentum tied to anything AI rather than validation of execution."
Kleyman also noted that $50 million is not a lot to enter into an infrastructure-heavy market and added that it seems everybody wants to be an AI company.
"Some of those shifts are real and strategic," he said. "Others feel more reactive. In this case, I think it's fair to say it can come across as a bit desperate. The underlying business struggled, and AI presents a compelling narrative reset."
The attempt at a pivot shows that the demand for AI computing power is real, "but so is the hype," said Jim Piazza, who worked on computing infrastructure at social media giant Meta and now is the chief AI officer at IT services firm Ensono.

Piazza said building a real AI infrastructure business "takes deep capital, technical expertise and disciplined execution," something that is already "crazy hard for tech-savvy companies" and will be "an impossible challenge" for someone outside of it.
----
AP Technology reporter Matt O'Brien reported from Providence, Rhode Island. 
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    What to know about the Live Nation verdict and how it could affect concertgoers
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            A jury has found that concert giant Live Nation and its Ticketmaster subsidiary had a harmful monopoly over big concert venues, dealing the company a loss in a lawsuit over claims brought by dozens of U.S. states and the District of Columbia.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Ticketmaster logo is seen along the sideline of the field before an NFL football game, Sept. 15, 2024, in Jacksonville, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack, File)]
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            The Ticketmaster logo is seen along the sideline of the field before an NFL football game, Sept. 15, 2024, in Jacksonville, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Michael Rapino, chief executive officer and president of Live Nation Entertainment Inc., arrives at Manhattan Federal court, Thursday, March 19, 2026 in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Gray, File)]
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            Michael Rapino, chief executive officer and president of Live Nation Entertainment Inc., arrives at Manhattan Federal court, Thursday, March 19, 2026 in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Gray, File)
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                                        Music lovers who have complained for years about Ticketmaster fees for concert tickets are surely reveling in a jury verdict Wednesday that found its parent company Live Nation has been running a harmful monopoly over large venues across the U.S.
But they will have to wait to see if the verdict leads to changes that make concerts more affordable.
Here are some things to know about the verdict in the closely-watched antitrust battle:

    
No immediate relief for concertgoers
The lawsuit, initially led by the U.S. government under former President Joe Biden, accused Live Nation of smothering competition and blocking venues from using multiple ticket sellers. Days into the trial, however, President Donald Trump's administration announced it would settle its claims against the concert giant. Some states joined the $280 million settlement, which still needs a judge's approval, but more than 30 states pressed ahead with the trial.
A federal jury in New York found that Ticketmaster had overcharged customers $1.72 per ticket in 22 states, which a judge could order the company to pay back. That could cost Live Nation hundreds of millions of dollars. 
"The jury's verdict is not the last word on this matter," Live Nation said in a statement Wednesday.



    
        




    




The verdict brings no immediate relief for concertgoers. But the states view it as a step toward opening the market to other companies in a way that will enhance competition and could slightly lower prices.

    
    
    
"There might be a few extra dollars that will come trickle down at consumers who bought tickets through Live Nation," said Shubha Ghosh, a law professor at Syracuse University who focuses on technology and antitrust law. "Whether ticket prices will go down in the long run, I think it largely depends."

    
Verdict could cost company hundreds of millions
The next step will be determining the penalties. Beyond the hundreds of millions that Live Nation could be ordered to pay, possible sanctions could force the company to sell off some of its venues. Live Nation owns, controls booking for or has equity in hundreds of venues, and its subsidiary Ticketmaster is the world's largest ticket-seller for live events.
Live Nation has continued to insist that it is not a monopoly.
The company predicted that once the remedies phase of the case plays out and any appeals are resolved, the outcome likely won't be much different from the deal it reached with the federal government.
U.S. District Judge Arun Subramanian told attorneys to meet and deliver a joint letter by next week that proposes a schedule for next steps.
Senators urge judge to scrutinize federal settlement
A group of Democratic senators wrote to the judge Wednesday after the verdict, urging him to closely scrutinize the Trump administration's proposed settlement with Live Nation before he considers granting approval.
The deal includes a cap on service fees at some amphitheaters and new ticket-selling options that could allow promoters and venues to also use Ticketmaster competitors, such as SeatGeek, Eventbrite or AXS. However, it does not separate Ticketmaster from Live Nation, which was an original goal of the Justice Department's 2024 complaint.

    
U.S. Sens. Amy Klobuchar, Elizabeth Warren, Cory Booker, Richard Blumenthal, Mazie Hirono and Peter Welch argue the deal was "negotiated under suspicious circumstances" and does not go far enough in restoring competition or protecting customers, artists and independent venues. 

The Justice Department has called the settlement a "win-win for everybody," and Live Nation has said it is pleased with a deal that increases access for other promoters.
___
Associated Press journalists Wyatte Grantham-Philips and David Martin contributed.
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                    Science

    Astronomers measure the mind-blowing power and speed of black hole jets for the first time




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by International Centre for Radio Astronomy Research (ICRAR) shows the strong stellar wind from the supergiant star pushes the jets launched by the black hole away from the star. ( (International Centre for Radio Astronomy Research (ICRAR) via AP)]
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            This image provided by International Centre for Radio Astronomy Research (ICRAR) shows the strong stellar wind from the supergiant star pushes the jets launched by the black hole away from the star. ( (International Centre for Radio Astronomy Research (ICRAR) via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This wide-field, ground-based image provided by NASA on Wednesday, April, 15, 2026, shows the visible light component of Cygnus X-1, center, a rich source of X-rays in the constellation of Cygnus. (NASA, ESA, Digitized Sky Survey 2, Davide De Martin (ESA/Hubble) via AP)]
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            This wide-field, ground-based image provided by NASA on Wednesday, April, 15, 2026, shows the visible light component of Cygnus X-1, center, a rich source of X-rays in the constellation of Cygnus. (NASA, ESA, Digitized Sky Survey 2, Davide De Martin (ESA/Hubble) via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image provided by International Centre for Radio Astronomy Research (ICRAR) shows the strong stellar wind from the supergiant star pushes the jets launched by the black hole away from the star. ( (International Centre for Radio Astronomy Research (ICRAR) via AP)]
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            This image provided by International Centre for Radio Astronomy Research (ICRAR) shows the strong stellar wind from the supergiant star pushes the jets launched by the black hole away from the star. ( (International Centre for Radio Astronomy Research (ICRAR) via AP)
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                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- For the first time, scientists have measured the instantaneous mind-blowing power of jets blasting from a black hole.
The jet power from this relatively close black hole-star system is equivalent to 10,000 suns, an international research team reported Thursday. They also tracked the jet speed: roughly 355 million mph (540 million kph) -- half the speed of light.
Located 7,200 light-years away, Cygnus X-1 features not only a black hole -- the first one ever identified more than a half-century ago -- but a blue supergiant star, its constant companion. A light-year is nearly 6 trillion miles (9.7 trillion kilometers).
The University of Oxford's Steve Prabu and his team based their findings on 18 years of high-resolution radio imaging obtained by a global telescope network. He conducted the research while still at Australia's Curtin University, which led the study published in Nature Astronomy. 

    
Prabu and his colleagues were able to measure the swift power of these "dancing jets" as he calls them, as they were pushed in opposite directions by the star's wind. The group based its calculations on how much the jets were bent by the stellar wind as well as computer modeling.



    
        




    




Until now, a black hole's jet power had to be averaged over tens of thousands of years, the researchers said.
Prabu said a key finding is that 10% of all the energy released as matter falls toward the black hole is carried away by the jets.

    
    
    
On the skimpy side as black holes go, the one in Cygnus X-1 is continually pulling gases from its stellar playmate as they orbit one another. Discovered in the 1960s, the binary system is located in our Milky Way's Cygnus, or swan, constellation.
The supergiant star feeds material to the black hole, giving it "something to 'eat' and launch as jets," Prabu said in an email.
These jets can help scientists better understand how black holes help shape galaxies and other cosmic structures through large-scale shocks and turbulence. 

    
Prabu plans to apply similar techniques to other black holes. "It would be exciting to measure jet power in many more systems," he said.
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    Hot dogs and steaks and bacon, oh my! Meat raffles keep a beloved Midwest tradition alive




                    

                

            
    
        

        
        
            
                
            
        
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Meat raffles have been a fixture in bars and American Legion posts in the state for decades, but rising costs and fixed prize limits have put the squeeze on charitable organizations which rely on the fundraisers. (AP video: Mark Vancleave)
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                                        WACONIA, Minn. (AP) -- In these polarizing times, Minnesotans have found something they can agree on -- the thrill of a meat raffle.
Meat raffles have been popular in pockets of the U.S. for decades, offering a fun way to raise money for charities while handing out prizes ranging from ground beef and hot dogs to chicken breasts and steaks. But while inflation has surged and meat prices have soared, Minnesota's $70 per-event prize limit hasn't changed in nearly 40 years. 
The deeply divided Minnesota Legislature hasn't been able to agree on much this year, but it's almost a sure bet to respond by upping the cap to $200. That will allow charities to offer more and bigger grill packs, and thicker, fancier steaks, while funding local youth sports teams and other causes. And it will ensure that the state's beloved if quirky tradition of gambling for meat products will remain viable.

    
"This is probably the best feel-good bill that we have going on in the Legislature right now," said Republican Rep. Jim Nash, lead House author of the meat raffle legislation.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Andrea "Mama" Avaloz holds up the package of fajita meat, beef sticks and pork chops that she won in a meat raffle April 10, 2026, at American Legion Post 150 in Waconia, Minn. (AP Photo/Steve Karnowski)]
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Even with the lower prize limit, Andrea "Mama" Avaloz scored with a $2 bet. Game organizers spun a wheel and landed on her number 5, making her a winner of the American Legion Post 150 in the lakeside town of Waconia, about 30 miles (48 kilometers) west of Minneapolis.



    
        




    




"So I have a little fajita meat. We are set to go!" Avaloz said as she picked up her plastic-wrapped prize. "Beef sticks! Love them!"

    
    
    
Moments later she realized there was a surprise hidden beneath her beef and sausages.
"Oh my God, I have pork chops!" she exclaimed. "I picked a good one! I'm so excited!"
Meat raffles originated during World War II as a response to wartime rationing in the United Kingdom. They spread to Canada, Australia and New Zealand, and eventually migrated to Minnesota, Wisconsin, western New York and a few other states.

    
Nash, who represents Waconia, said he expects a vote in the House next week to expand the prize cap and approval soon after in the Senate.
"It's an opportunity for bipartisanship," he said. "It's an opportunity to do good things."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Volunteer John Sartwell announces the winning numbers during a meat raffle April 10, 2026, at American Legion Post 150 in Waconia, Minn. (AP Photo/Steve Karnowski)]
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The service organizations that run meat raffles and other charitable gambling in Minnesota put the proceeds back into their communities. The bars and restaurants that host them benefit from bigger crowds that buy more burgers and beer. 
Joe Gifford, commander of Post 150, which was founded in 1920, said those sales mean even more money to support Legion baseball and softball teams, and to maintain veterans' monuments.
"Every dollar we raise here, after we pay our bills, actually goes right back into all those different services for community, veterans, and active duty military," Gifford said. "And the meat raffle is a part of that. It's one of the instruments where we actually draw crowds in on a Friday."
In Minneapolis, meat raffles are held each Friday night in the 1029 Bar, a spot often patronized by police officers. Behind the bar there's a squad car door hanging that's riddled with bullet holes.


    
Roberta Rodriguez, site manager for the Northeast Minneapolis Lions Club, runs the charitable gambling operation at the bar, which like Post 150 also includes other games, like bingo and pull-tabs. 
"We have a lot customers that come every week," Rodriguez said. "So they get to know each other, they tease each other when someone wins too much."
Ashley Burris hadn't heard of meat raffles until she moved to Minnesota from Virginia. Now she seeks out bars that offer them.
"It's kinda my vibe," she said during a break in the action. 
Burris said she hadn't heard of the legislation -- or the idea that prizes might be too small. She was focused more on the fun.
"It's never crossed my mind -- although you can never have too much rib-eye," she said.
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    Fatou, the world's oldest gorilla living in captivity, celebrates her 69th birthday at Berlin Zoo




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                

        
        
            
                
            
        
    
        

    


            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 6 | 
            The world's oldest gorilla living in captivity has celebrated her 69th birthday. Fatou spent Monday munching on cherry tomatoes, beets, leeks and lettuce at the Berlin Zoo (AP video shot by Fanny Brodersen).

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Fatou, the oldest of Berlin's zoo and also believed to be the world's oldest gorilla, eats vegetables to celebrate her 69th birthday in Berlin, Germany, Monday, April 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]
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            Fatou, the oldest of Berlin's zoo and also believed to be the world's oldest gorilla, eats vegetables to celebrate her 69th birthday in Berlin, Germany, Monday, April 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Fatou, the oldest of Berlin's zoo and also believed to be the world's oldest gorilla, eats vegetables to celebrate her 69th birthday in Berlin, Germany, Monday, April 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]
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            Fatou, the oldest of Berlin's zoo and also believed to be the world's oldest gorilla, eats vegetables to celebrate her 69th birthday in Berlin, Germany, Monday, April 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Fatou, the oldest of Berlin's zoo and also believed to be the world's oldest gorilla, arrives at its enclosure to celebrate her 69th birthday in Berlin, Germany, Monday, April 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]
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[image: Fatou, according to the Zoo with 69 years the older Gorilla in the world, arrives in its enclosure to celebrate its birthday in Berlin, Germany, Monday, April 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)]
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            By 
            STEFANIE DAZIO and FANNY BRODERSEN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        BERLIN (AP) -- Fatou, the world's oldest gorilla living in captivity, celebrated her 69th birthday with a feast Monday, munching on cherry tomatoes, beets, leeks and lettuce at the Berlin Zoo.
But no birthday cake, because sugar isn't healthy for the aging primate.
Fatou, a western lowland gorilla, arrived in what was then West Berlin in 1959. She was believed to be about 2 years old at the time, though her exact birth date isn't known -- April 13 is her designated birthday. Gorillas can live for around 35-40 years in the wild and longer in captivity.
Fatou became the zoo's oldest resident in 2024, following the death of Ingo the flamingo. The bird was believed to be at least 75 and had lived at the zoo since 1955.
Fatou was likely born in the wild in western Africa, but the story goes that a French sailor took her out of Africa and bartered her to cover his bar tab in Marseille, France, according to the Guinness World Records. A French animal trader then reportedly sold her to the zoo.


    
These days, Fatou lives in an enclosure of her own and prefers to keep her distance from the zoo's other gorillas in her old age. She's lost her teeth and she suffers from a touch of arthritis and hearing loss.


But Christian Aust, the Berlin Zoo's primate supervisor, said that she's friendly with the zookeepers, if still a bit stubborn.
At 69 years old, she's earned it. Alles Gute zum Geburtstag, Fatou.

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/gorilla-germany-fatou-berlin-zoo-0196b95f3b6d48593bb7c872cab51adf
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                    Oddities

    Viral phenomenon in Argentina has young people identifying themselves as animals
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            On a recent Sunday, a Buenos Aires plaza transformed into a makeshift wilderness for a group of teenagers. Some dressed as cats and foxes, perched in the branches of trees, keeping their distance from curious onlookers. It was the latest gathering of "therians," individuals who say they identify mentally, spiritually or psychologically with non-human animals. (AP video shot by: Cristian Kovadloff)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A youth jumps over other therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, during a gathering in a square in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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[image: A youth wears a dog mask during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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[image: Youths climb a tree during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, at a square in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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[image: Youths walk through a park during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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[image: An animal mask sits on the floor during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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            By 
            ALMUDENA CALATRAVA

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        BUENOS AIRES (AP) -- On a recent Sunday, a Buenos Aires plaza transformed into a makeshift wilderness for an unusual group of teenagers.
Sofia, wearing a lifelike beagle mask, ran across the grass on all fours. Nearby, 15-year-old Aguara leapt through the air, clearing an obstacle course while imitating the precise movements of a Belgian breed dog. Others dressed as cats and foxes perched in the branches of trees, keeping their distance from curious onlookers.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Youths climb a tree during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, at a square in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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It was the latest gathering of "therians," individuals who say they identify mentally, spiritually or psychologically with non-human animals. The trend has taken over Argentine social media over the past few months, gaining traction on platforms like TikTok, where the hashtag #therian has surpassed 2 million posts, with Argentina leading all other Latin American countries in engagement. The surge has drawn the attention of influencers and media outlets alike, sparking reactions that range from laughter and bewilderment to outright anger.
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[image: Sara Mearns, principal dancer at New York City Ballet, wearing hearing aids on March 17, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Shelby Lum)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Hearing aids can seem like a big step. This NYC Ballet principal dancer doesn't regret taking it
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[image: Peri Cochin, co-founder of the "1 Picasso for 100 euros" poses next to Head of a Woman by Pablo Picasso, painted in 1941, in Paris, Friday, April 10, 2026, ahead of a lottery in which the painting is being raffled off to raise money for Alzheimer]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Picture this: A raffle offers a Picasso for 100 euros to fund Alzheimer's research
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Zen Buddhist priest Roshi Jundo Cohen interacts with AI avatar Emi Jido at his Zen meditation hall in Tsukuba, Japan on Feb. 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                From 'BuddhaBot' to $1.99 chats with AI Jesus, the faith-based tech boom is here
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And as the movement gains traction, psychologists are stepping in to analyze the phenomenon and its place in public discourse.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Youths walk through a park during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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Aguara, who claims to identify as a Belgian Malinois and counts her age as the equivalent of two years and two months in dog years, says she's a lot like any other teenager.
"I wake up like a normal person and live my life like a normal person," she said. "I simply have moments when I like being a dog."

    
    
    
As the leader of what she calls her "pack," Aguara -- the name she identifies with -- boasts more than 125,000 followers on TikTok and coordinates regular meetups around the Argentine capital.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A youth wears a dog mask during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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Aru, a 16-year-old who wore a seal mask to the park meetup, said she considers herself part of the "otherpaw" branch of therians: individuals who wear masks and tails or move on all fours just for fun. "It's not necessarily about identifying as an animal," she said. 

    
She reckons the therian trend took off in Argentina because of the country's "fairly free" environment. For other young Argentines, the movement has provided a vital community where they can feel truly accepted.
Should parents be worried?
Debora Pedace, a psychologist and director of the Integral Therapeutic Center in Buenos Aires, acknowledged that the phenomenon generates a complex mix of confusion, laughter and even anger.

"From a psychological standpoint, this is a symbolic identification with an animal," Pedace said. "It becomes pathological or alarming only when it turns into a deeply rooted belief and the person fully assumes the role of an animal, potentially leading to self-harm or hurting others."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An animal mask sits on the floor during a gathering of therians, people who say they identify as non-human animals, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Sunday, Feb. 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Rodrigo Abd)]
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Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/argentina-teenagers-identifying-as-animals-therians-tiktok-54d158c4842f6515e31d83a260cdf31f
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    Raccoon goes on drunken rampage in Virginia liquor store and passes out on bathroom floor




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                

        
        
            
                
            
        
    
        

    


            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            A raccoon broke into a closed Virginia liquor store and drank alcohol from the bottom shelves over the weekend.
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            A raccoon broke into a closed Virginia liquor store and drank alcohol from the bottom shelves over the weekend.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by Samantha Martin, a drunk raccoon is seen passed out in a liquor bathroom on Saturday, Nov. 29, 2025, in Ashland, Va. (Samantha Martin/Hanover County Protection via AP)]
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            In this photo provided by Samantha Martin, a drunk raccoon is seen passed out in a liquor bathroom on Saturday, Nov. 29, 2025, in Ashland, Va. (Samantha Martin/Hanover County Protection via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by Samantha Martin, broken bottles are seen after a raccoon enters a liquor store on Saturday, Nov. 29, 2025, in Ashland, Va. (Samantha Martin/Hanover County Protection via AP)]
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            In this photo provided by Samantha Martin, broken bottles are seen after a raccoon enters a liquor store on Saturday, Nov. 29, 2025, in Ashland, Va. (Samantha Martin/Hanover County Protection via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        ASHLAND, Va. (AP) -- The masked burglar broke into the closed Virginia liquor store early on Saturday and hit the bottom shelf, where the scotch and whisky were stored. The bandit was something of a nocturnal menace: bottles were smashed, a ceiling tile collapsed and alcohol pooled on the floor.
The suspect acted like an animal because, in fact, he's a raccoon. 
On Saturday morning, an employee at the Ashland, Virginia-area liquor store found the trash panda passed out on the bathroom floor at the end of his drunken escapade.
"I personally like raccoons," said Samantha Martin, an officer who works at the local animal control. "They are funny little critters. He fell through one of the ceiling tiles and went on a full-blown rampage, drinking everything."
Martin said she took the raccoon back to the animal shelter, though she had her fair share of giggles along the way.

    
"Another day in the life of an animal control officer, I guess," she said.
The Hanover County Animal Protection and Shelter commended Martin for handling the break-in, and confirmed the raccoon had sobered up. 

"After a few hours of sleep and zero signs of injury (other than maybe a hangover and poor life choices), he was safely released back to the wild, hopefully having learned that breaking and entering is not the answer," the agency said. 

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/drunk-raccoon-liquor-store-bandit-virginia-5109feb2ea9ab9bf8954ec3798689fd0
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    No sweat: Humanoid robots run a Chinese half-marathon alongside flesh-and-blood competitors
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            In a historic fusion of athletic tradition and cutting-edge technology, humanoid robots and human runners took to the same half marathon course in Beijing on Saturday - marking the world's first event of its kind.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The Sky Project Ultra robot also known as Tien Kung Ultra crosses the finish line to win the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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            The Sky Project Ultra robot also known as Tien Kung Ultra crosses the finish line to win the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A robot takes part in what is billed as the world's first robot half marathon during the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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            A robot takes part in what is billed as the world's first robot half marathon during the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A robot takes part in what is billed as the world's first robot half marathon during the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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            A robot takes part in what is billed as the world's first robot half marathon during the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People watch the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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            People watch the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Spectators watch four legged robot performance after the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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            Spectators watch four legged robot performance after the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sky Project Ultra robot crosses the finish line to win the world's first robot half marathon during the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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            Sky Project Ultra robot crosses the finish line to win the world's first robot half marathon during the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Four legged robots perform before the award ceremony for the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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            Four legged robots perform before the award ceremony for the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A robot attends the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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            A robot attends the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A robot takes part in what is billed as the world's first robot half marathon during the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            10 of 21 | 
            A robot takes part in what is billed as the world's first robot half marathon during the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A robot loses control at the start in what is billed as the world's first robot half marathon during the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: The crew of a robot reacts as the robot loses control at the start during the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: A robot from DroidUp walks to the award ceremony after winning the second runner up position in the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: A robot takes part in what is billed as the world's first robot half marathon during the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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            A robot takes part in what is billed as the world's first robot half marathon during the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Children react to a wheeled robot after the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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            Children react to a wheeled robot after the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Children react to four legged robots performing before the award ceremony of the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: The Sky Project Ultra robot also known as Tien Kung Ultra crosses the finish line to win the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: The Sky Project Ultra robot also known as Tien Kung Ultra is awarded the gold medal after winning the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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            The Sky Project Ultra robot also known as Tien Kung Ultra is awarded the gold medal after winning the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The team behind the Sky Project Ultra robot also known as Tien Kung Ultra celebrate after winning the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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            The team behind the Sky Project Ultra robot also known as Tien Kung Ultra celebrate after winning the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The medal for the second runner up is seen during a ceremony for the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: A robot demonstrates a backflip after the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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                                        BEIJING (AP) -- In one small step for robot-kind -- thousands of them, really -- humanoid robots ran alongside actual humans in a half-marathon in the Chinese capital on Saturday.
The bipedal robots of various makes and sizes navigated the 21.1-kilometer (13.1-mile) course supported by teams of human navigators, operators, and engineers, in what event organizers say was a first. As a precaution, a divider separated the parallel courses used by the robots and people.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A robot takes part in what is billed as the world's first robot half marathon during the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]



        

        
        
            
                    A robot takes part in what is billed as the world's first robot half marathon during the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A robot attends the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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While flesh-and-blood participants followed conventional rules, the 20 teams fielding machines in the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon competed under tailored guidelines, which included battery swap pit stops.

The Sky Project Ultra robot, also known as Tien Kung Ultra, from the Tien Kung Team, claimed victory among the nonhumans, crossing the finish line in 2 hours, 40 minutes and 42 seconds.

    
Awards were also given out for best endurance, best gait design and most innovative form.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A robot takes part in what is billed as the world's first robot half marathon during the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: The Sky Project Ultra robot also known as Tien Kung Ultra crosses the finish line to win the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: The team behind the Sky Project Ultra robot also known as Tien Kung Ultra celebrate after winning the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: The Sky Project Ultra robot also known as Tien Kung Ultra is awarded the gold medal after winning the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: People watch the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]



        

        
        
            
                    People watch the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Four legged robots perform before the award ceremony for the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: Children react to four legged robots performing before the award ceremony of the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: A robot takes part in what is billed as the world's first robot half marathon during the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: A robot loses control at the start in what is billed as the world's first robot half marathon during the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: The crew of a robot reacts as the robot loses control at the start during the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: A robot from DroidUp walks to the award ceremony after winning the second runner up position in the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: Children react to a wheeled robot after the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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[image: A robot demonstrates a backflip after the Humanoid Robot Half-Marathon held in Beijing on Saturday, April 19, 2025. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)]
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    People 'bathe' in nature to get respite from chaotic news cycle
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            It might seem impossible to get away from the constant barrage of horrible news these days. But at an urban North Carolina arboretum, people are "bathing" in nature to wash away the stress. (AP Video/Allen G. Breed)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: CORRECTS SPELLING TO JC Alan Mintz smells a crushed conifer twig during a "forest bathing" session at the JC Raulston Arboretum in Raleigh, N.C., on Sunday, March 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)]
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            CORRECTS SPELLING TO JC Alan Mintz smells a crushed conifer twig during a "forest bathing" session at the JC Raulston Arboretum in Raleigh, N.C., on Sunday, March 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: CORRECTS SPELLING TO JC Forest therapy guide Shawn Ramsey, far right, leads a "forest bathing" session in a walled Japanese garden at the JC Raulston Arboretum in Raleigh, N.C., on Sunday, March 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)]
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            CORRECTS SPELLING TO JC Forest therapy guide Shawn Ramsey, far right, leads a "forest bathing" session in a walled Japanese garden at the JC Raulston Arboretum in Raleigh, N.C., on Sunday, March 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: CORRECTS SPELLING TO JC Claire Jefferies reads a book in the crotch of an oak tree during a "forest bathing" session at the JC Raulston Arboretum in Raleigh, N.C., on Sunday, March 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)]
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            CORRECTS SPELLING TO JC Claire Jefferies reads a book in the crotch of an oak tree during a "forest bathing" session at the JC Raulston Arboretum in Raleigh, N.C., on Sunday, March 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: CORRECTS SPELLING TO JC A man meditates with his eyes closed during a "forest bathing" session at the JC Raulston Arboretum in Raleigh, N.C., on Sunday, March 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)]
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            CORRECTS SPELLING TO JC A man meditates with his eyes closed during a "forest bathing" session at the JC Raulston Arboretum in Raleigh, N.C., on Sunday, March 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: CORRECTS SPELLING TO JC Forest therapy guide Shawn Ramsey rings a tiny brass bell during a "forest bathing" session at the JC Raulston Arboretum in Raleigh, N.C., on Sunday, March 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)]
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            CORRECTS SPELLING TO JC Forest therapy guide Shawn Ramsey rings a tiny brass bell during a "forest bathing" session at the JC Raulston Arboretum in Raleigh, N.C., on Sunday, March 22, 2026. (AP Photo/Allen G. Breed)
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            ALLEN G. BREED

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- For two hours, Claire Jefferies wanted to get away from the war in Iran and the rising gas prices and just commune with nature. And, so, she treated herself to a little forest bathing.
"When I'm here, it's almost like a protective bubble around me," the human resources director said amid oaks and flowering magnolias at the JC Raulston Arboretum in Raleigh, North Carolina. "It provides a shield."
The Sunday morning session was led by certified forest therapy guide Shawn Ramsey. Jingling a tiny brass bell, she called her dozen or so charges to gather for meditation, breathing exercises and to commune with nature.
"I invite you to really spend the next 10 minutes just exploring this area," she said, her own eyes closed. "Really focusing on your breath, on your footsteps. All the natural sounds around you. Maybe the manmade sounds, too. Thinking about the forest's natural rhythm and how are part of that here in this urban, forested environment."

    
Based on the Japanese wellness practice of Shinrin-yoku, the activity has been known to reduce stress, improve mood, lower blood pressure and boost the immune system.
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[image: Sara Mearns, principal dancer at New York City Ballet, wearing hearing aids on March 17, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Shelby Lum)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Hearing aids can seem like a big step. This NYC Ballet principal dancer doesn't regret taking it
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[image: Peri Cochin, co-founder of the "1 Picasso for 100 euros" poses next to Head of a Woman by Pablo Picasso, painted in 1941, in Paris, Friday, April 10, 2026, ahead of a lottery in which the painting is being raffled off to raise money for Alzheimer]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Picture this: A raffle offers a Picasso for 100 euros to fund Alzheimer's research
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Zen Buddhist priest Roshi Jundo Cohen interacts with AI avatar Emi Jido at his Zen meditation hall in Tsukuba, Japan on Feb. 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                From 'BuddhaBot' to $1.99 chats with AI Jesus, the faith-based tech boom is here
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Although the arboretum is in a busy section of a growing city, Ramsey said the benefits of tuning out and getting in touch with nature are the same. She led the group of about a dozen through the various gardens, having them crush conifer twigs between their fingers and smell them, or just touch trees.

    
    
    
"You know, in this day and age, there's a lot of stress and anxiety and chaos," she said. "And people are searching for ways to kind of cope with that."
Transportation safety researcher Alan Mintz came with a friend. He had to be reminded to leave the talk of news at the entrance.
"I think it's important for people to take the opportunity to exist in natural spaces, both to unwind and relax, so that it can be easier to interact with other people," he said as he stood in the dappled light filtering through the trees. "And to take a moment to appreciate beautiful things. That way, hopefully, they can carry that forward and have more of an appreciation for other people and other cultures that they might be less experienced with."

    
Jefferies had to remind a friend to stop talking about news as they walked beneath the gently waving canopy.,

"That focus back into spending time in nature and the healing power of that, and just remembering that we're part of something bigger, that we're all connected," said the mother of a 9-year-old son. "And that what we do in our actions that we take really matter to the rest of the world. And so there's no better place to see that than here, where you can see all of the interconnectedness and the ways that this plant life naturally supports one another. Doesn't take more than they need."

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/forest-bathing-stress-relief-77807628ff6af6b8925c019b41a125bc
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                    Health

    A small but growing movement wants you to put down your phone. But first read this




                    

                

            
    
        

        
        
            
                
            
        
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    A new kind of club has emerged in Amsterdam - one where participants choose to go offline, away from their phones and other devices. (AP video by Aleksandar Furtula)


                
                
            

        
    



            

            By 
            MICHAEL WEISSENSTEIN

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
            Leer en espanol 
            

        
    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- More than a dozen millennials gathered in a brownstone apartment in Brooklyn and placed their phones in a metal colander before two hours of reading, drawing and conversation -- anything but staring at screens.
A similar scene played out a few miles away, in an early 20th-century cardboard box factory turned high-end office space. Nearly 20 people in their 30s stared at their cellphones for a few minutes. Then they set them down and looked at their bared palms for a while. Then those of their neighbors.
The exercise was meant to drive home the importance of paying attention to real life, not the gleaming little screens that have taken over our world.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Guests collect their smartphones at the end of a weekly phone-free gathering at the home of organizer Dan Fox in the Brooklyn borough of New York, Wednesday, March 25, 2026. (AP Photo/Heather Khalifa)]



        

        
        
            
                    Guests collect their smartphones at the end of a weekly phone-free gathering at the home of organizer Dan Fox in the Brooklyn borough of New York, Wednesday, March 25, 2026. (AP Photo/Heather Khalifa)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

    
A 'revolution' against devices
Two decades after Steve Jobs premiered the iPhone, a small but passionate movement -- with offshoots in several countries -- is rebelling against the omnipresent screen.
"The products have become more insidious and more extractive, exploitative," said Dan Fox, 38, who hosted the house gathering. Members of the nascent movement "want to start a revolution," he said.
But can an "attention activism" movement of millennials and Generation Z members break free of the world's largest companies? The raw numbers say no. But cultural changes start small, and the rebellion is growing against what many call "human fracking." 

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Apple and other Big Tech firms say they've taken steps to help users reduce time spent on their devices, including features that track usage and a less enticing gray mode.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Participants take part in a digital detox evening of the Offline Club in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Tuesday, April 7, 2026. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)]
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'Dumb phones' provide a low-tech alternative
Activists say it's not enough.
"They want to take down Big Tech," says Fox, a stand-up comedian who works in marketing for Brooklyn-based Light Phone, one of several "dumb phones" with only basic functionality. 
Unlike most modern products, the company boasts of its phones' lack of features, like "social media, clickbait news, email, an internet browser, or any other anxiety-inducing infinite feed."

    
Fox was inspired to join the movement when he attended a 2015 Tame Impala concert at Radio City Music Hall. It felt as if everyone in the audience was filming the concert on their phones instead of immersing themselves in the music.
"I realized the phones are literally getting in the way of the things I love," Fox said. 
Mobile internet access has so thoroughly permeated modern life that one of the few places in the world where it's not readily available is wartime Iran, where authorities shut down the internet during mass protests in January.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Guests play an origami game from the 90s during a weekly phone-free gathering at the home of organizer Dan Fox in the Brooklyn borough of New York, Wednesday, March 25, 2026. (AP Photo/Heather Khalifa)]
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A growing backlash
D. Graham Burnett is a historian of science at Princeton University and one of the authors of "Attensity! A Manifesto of the Attention Liberation Movement," making him a pillar of the growing backlash against the corporate harvesting of human attention. 
Along with MS NOW host Chris Hayes' bestselling "The Sirens' Call: How Attention Became the World's Most Endangered Resource," his work is part of a growing body of literature calling for people to move away from screens and pay attention to life.
Burnett says the "attention liberation movement" is about throwing off the yoke of time-sucking apps. People "need to rewild their attention. Their attention is the fullness of their relationship to the world." 

    
The people in Fox's living room started the evening by introducing themselves, as if at a support group. 
"I don't feel good about my relationship with my phone. I feel like an addict," said Riley Soloner, who teaches theatrical clowning and works as an usher at Carnegie Hall. He arrived with a backpack full of books -- the paper kind.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Guests journal and knit together during a weekly phone-free gathering at the home of organizer Dan Fox in the Brooklyn borough of New York, Wednesday, March 25, 2026. (AP Photo/Heather Khalifa)]
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Other chapters have cropped up around the world
Across the Atlantic Ocean in the Netherlands, people filed into a neo-Gothic cathedral late last month for a meeting of the Offline Club.
"We create our events and gatherings with different themes. One of them is connecting with yourself through creative activities or reading or writing or puzzling," said co-founder Ilya Kneppelhout. "Really something that makes you slow down and reflect, go inward."
There are several dozen "attention activism" groups across the United States and Canada, and the movement has also cropped up in Spain, Italy, Croatia, France and England. Burnett said he expects it to spread further.

    
Members of Oberlin College's Harkness Housing and Dining Co-op decided to run their organization without emails and spreadsheets in January, expanding to a ban on technology in the shared spaces of the 1950s brick building. 
"People expressed a feeling of relief about not needing to be checking their emails, or checking their texts or checking the news. That allowed us to spend a lot of time just talking to each other," said junior Ozzie Frazier, 21.
During the monthlong co-op project, Frazier said, people started checking out CD's from the library, and enjoying arts and crafts nights, live music and the board game Bananagrams. 
"A lot of people felt very connected to each other. Not having the devices gave them some kind of mental space," Frazier said. 

    
Wilhelm Tupy read "Attensity" after stumbling across it at a Vienna bookstore and visited the School of Radical Attention in Brooklyn's DUMBO neighborhood on a trip last month.
He felt he had found something that united his sporting career as a judo champion -- with its need for focused "flow" -- and his postretirement work as a business consultant. 

"Discipline is not enough nowadays," he said. "It's becoming more and more difficult to keep the attention and to keep the focus on goals and whatever you want to achieve and want to do."

                                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/internet-screens-phone-addiction-attention-bde9f575a54921ca320d30519783c250
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                    Lifestyle

    Plastic garden gear can add microplastics to the soil. Here are some alternatives




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An assortment of plastic-free terracotta planting pots are displayed on Long Island, N. Y., on April 8, 2026. (Jessica Damiano via AP)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            1 of 5 | 
            An assortment of plastic-free terracotta planting pots are displayed on Long Island, N. Y., on April 8, 2026. (Jessica Damiano via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Packages of plastic-free, manure-based planting pots appear on Long Island, N.Y., on April 8, 2026. (Jessica Damiano via AP)]
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[image: Freshly made soil blocks and a 4-cell, hand-held soil blocker are displayed on Long Island, N. Y., on April 10, 2026. (Jessica Damiano via AP)]
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[image: Packages of plastic-free, manure-based CowPots planting pots appear on Long Island, N.Y., on April 8, 2026. (Jessica Damiano via AP)]
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[image: Strips of plastic-free, peat-based seed-starting cells appear on Long Island, N. Y., on April 8, 2026. (Jessica Damiano via AP)]
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            Strips of plastic-free, peat-based seed-starting cells appear on Long Island, N. Y., on April 8, 2026. (Jessica Damiano via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            JESSICA DAMIANO

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        It's seed-starting and planting season, and that means it's likely buying season. This year, consider not only the gardening gear and plants you bring home, but also whether they're made of, contained in or wrapped in plastic.
Those plastic products eventually break down into minuscule particles called microplastics, which can leach into and contaminate our food and the earth in landfills. Common household sources of microplastics include food-storage containers, kitchen utensils, detergent bottles and even some clothing, and the particles have been detected in everything from drinking water and food to human bodies.
But have you considered what could be lurking in your garden?
Soil contains millions of beneficial microorganisms, like bacteria and fungi, but it can also harbor microplastics. So, what's a health- and environment-conscious gardener to do?

    
First, don't add to the problem
We might not be able to reverse the damage, but there are steps we can take to minimize our contributions to the plastics problem and move toward a cleaner future. You might even save a few bucks in the process.
Instead of buying plastic seed-starting trays, consider using a soil-blocking kit to make your own vessels. The kit's metal molds compress a moist mixture of compost, peat moss, perlite and nutrients into solid cubes that stand on their own. 
The cubes benefit fledgling plants by air-pruning their roots. That means that instead of circling and strangling themselves when they hit the sides of a pot, the roots will pause their outward reach and instead grow denser when exposed to air at the edges of the blocks. They'll settle into the garden more easily, too. 
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[image: Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Autoimmune diseases can strike any part of the body, and mostly affect women. Here's what to know
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Calisthenics are making a comeback. Is body weight enough to get a good workout?
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[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Gut microbiome tests are everywhere. Should you get one?
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




If you're not up for a DIY project, consider pots or trays made of biodegradable coir or composted manure (don't worry, they're odor-free and could pass for cardboard).

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


When buying containers for larger plants, look to natural materials, like wood or terracotta.

    
    
    
Root vegetables, herbs and tomatoes grow especially well in fabric grow bags, which come in a variety of sizes. Those made for potatoes include a roll-up "door" that makes harvesting easy. Check the labels to ensure they're made of natural, not synthetic, fibers.
Whenever possible, buy bare-root plants over those sold in plastic pots.

    
Keep things basic with compost
Start your own compost pile so you won't need to be as much soil or fertilizer. There will be no plastic bags to discard, and you'll know exactly what went into the amendment. If that's not possible, buy compost in bulk; it's cheaper than bagged, anyway. 
Choose canvas tarps over plastic ones and never use landscape fabric under beds or borders. Instead, stick with shredded bark, wood chips or dry leaves to discourage weeds, except in fire zones, where gravel is preferred as a matter of safety.
Use bamboo, wood or metal stakes to support tomatoes and vining plants. Secure them with a natural twine, like hemp or jute.
Wooden popsicle sticks make great plant markers.
And if you must buy plastic, avoid single-use items like flimsy seed trays. Using sturdy ones that will last for many years before discarding would be a step in the right direction. And a lot of little steps will add up.

    
___

Jessica Damiano writes regular gardening columns for The Associated Press. She publishes the award-winning Weekly Dirt Newsletter. Sign up here for weekly gardening tips and advice.
___
For more AP gardening stories, go to https://apnews.com/hub/gardening.
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                    Lifestyle

    Mobility exercises are an important part of fitness as we age. Here are some tips




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This combination of images show physical therapist and Pilates instructor Jessica Valant demonstrating various poses in Colorado. (Jessica Valant via AP)]
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[image: This undated image shows physical therapist and Pilates instructor Jessica Valant demonstrating a stretch movement in Colorado. (Jessica Valant via AP)]
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[image: This undated image shows physical therapist and Pilates instructor Jessica Valant demonstrating a stretch movement in Colorado. (Jessica Valant via AP)]
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[image: This undated image shows physical therapist and Pilates instructor Jessica Valant demonstrating a stretch movement in Colorado. (Jessica Valant via AP)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            4 of 5 | 
            This undated image shows physical therapist and Pilates instructor Jessica Valant demonstrating a stretch movement in Colorado. (Jessica Valant via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This undated image shows physical therapist and Pilates instructor Jessica Valant demonstrating a stretch movement in Colorado. (Jessica Valant via AP)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            5 of 5 | 
            This undated image shows physical therapist and Pilates instructor Jessica Valant demonstrating a stretch movement in Colorado. (Jessica Valant via AP)

            
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    


            By 
            ALBERT STUMM

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        As they age, it's not uncommon for many people to let out a muted groan when getting out of bed in the morning.
But if you "oof" every time you get in a car or "aargh" while bending over to pick up something, it may be time to prioritize exercises that target your mobility.
Dr. Miho Tanaka, a sports medicine surgeon at Massachusetts General Hospital and Harvard Medical School, said good mobility is increasingly recognized as an important part of overall health. She pointed to research showing that high mobility has long-term effects in reducing rates of cancer, cardiovascular disease, dementia and depression.
"It's not just about how you look and how your level of fitness is at any given point," Tanaka said. "For anyone who wants to stay active later in life, there has to be a deliberate process of maintaining that level of activity by doing mobility exercises."

    
Mobility equals strength plus flexibility
Mobility and flexibility are often confused, said Jessica Valant, a physical therapist and Pilates instructor near Denver.
Flexibility is simply the extent to which a muscle can lengthen, whereas mobility involves using muscle strength to interact with a network of joints, tendons, ligaments and synovial fluid, which is the lubricant inside the joint.
That network around the shoulders, spine, hips, pelvis and knees needs to work well together. Otherwise, it becomes difficult to reach things in high cabinets, squat down to tie your shoes or lift your grandchildren, let alone participate in outdoor activities or sports.
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[image: Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]
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[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]
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Mobility exercises strengthen your muscles while increasing your range of motion, which allows you to be more functional with age, Valant said.
"Motion is lotion, which is a saying we use in physical therapy all the time," she said.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Two early warning signs
Starting from about 30 years old, muscles and tendons start to lose collagen, Tanaka said. That's the same substance that in hair and skin relates to going gray and getting wrinkles.
Without regular exercise, weaker muscles put extra pressure on joints, she said. Even active people lose muscle in areas that are overlooked at the gym, such as the rotator cuff around the shoulder and postural muscles that support the spine and neck.
Tanaka said two early warning signs likely point to the need for mobility training. 

    
    
    
The first is aching joints and muscle stiffness without first exerting a lot of effort. Back soreness after a long day of sitting at a desk could signal limited hip or pelvic mobility, she said. Achy knees after being on your feet all day may be a sign of weak quadriceps.

    
The second sign is more acute pain, such as when you don't get injured but you still experience swollen or painful joints for several days after participating in a sport like basketball or skiing for the first time a while.
She cautioned against following a recent social media challenge to test mobility by standing up from a seated position on the floor without using your hands.
"I've seen some injuries from that, so I definitely don't recommend that," she said.
Instead, try sitting in a chair and standing up without putting your hands on the chair arms. Next, try to stand on one foot. If you can do both, that's a good sign.
Tai Chi and yoga are also both great for mobility training, she said.

    
Other recommended exercises
Dr. Corey Simon, associate professor of orthopedic surgery at Duke University School of Medicine, urged people to prioritize mobility before they experience pain in their joints or difficulty moving around.
"You don't have to have a gym to do this," Simon said.
He suggested working body-weight exercises into your day. That could include setting an hourly timer to get up and walk around the house. When you return to your desk, add chair sits to work the quads, hamstrings, calves and glutes. Assuming your balance is OK, doing pushups against a wall or a countertop helps to mobilize the shoulders.
Once those exercises become easy, add exercise bands to build strength.
Valant said that people who are sedentary should simply start walking every day.
"It's the lowest barrier to entry," she said.

    
Beyond that, she suggests adding 10 minutes of mobility training to whatever exercise you're doing. She offers short mobility routines on her YouTube channel targeting the hips, spine and full body.
Some basic hip movements include lying on your side and lifting your top leg, lying on your back and squeezing your knees to your chest and sitting up with your feet together, lowering your knees toward the floor.

For the spine, try the cat-cow stretch, arching and curving your back with hands and knees on the floor. Or sit in a chair with feet on the floor, twisting your shoulders to both sides. 
"This isn't something that changes in five days, but I tell people, give it four weeks," she said. "You will see results over time."
___
Albert Stumm writes about wellness, food and travel. Find his work at https://www.albertstumm.com
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                    Photography 

    How a remote camera with a sound trigger captured the Artemis II launch - and startled birds




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: NASA's Artemis II moon rocket lifts off from the Kennedy Space Center's Launch Pad 39-B Wednesday, April 1, 2026, in Cape Canaveral, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara)]
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            By 
            CHRIS O'MEARA

                
                    
                     
                
            

        
        
    

                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- Chris O'Meara is a Tampa-based staff photographer who has worked for 39 years documenting major events, including space launches along Florida's Space Coast.
Here's what he had to say about this extraordinary photo.
How I made this photo
I made this photo from a remote camera. We used a Sony Alpha 9 II camera with a 24-70 mm F 2.8 lens.
We used a device called a MIOPS, which is connected to the camera via a USB-C cord. The MIOPS has several settings, one of which is used to trigger the cameras using the sound from the rocket's engines.
Orlando staff photographer John Raoux and I spent several hours over multiple days working on constructing, testing and placing the cameras in several sites around the launch pad.
We also had four cameras inside the launch pad perimeter fence that we connected to an ethernet port that would send the images back to our Expedite program, so we could retrieve these images very quickly.

    
New York photo editor Sydney Schaefer downloaded those images so we could concentrate on our handheld manned cameras.
Why this photo works
I feel the image works for its historical value - the United States had not sent astronauts to the moon since 1972 and this was a test of a new rocket by NASA. This photo along with our other images will be used over and over until Artemis III, which is scheduled to launch in 2027.



    
        




    




That will be another test for Artemis IV, which will carry astronauts and will land on the moon.

    
    
    
The photo also shows the nature side of the launch complex which has many different types of wildlife in the area.
The nesting birds being "disturbed" and taking flight when the rocket lifted off.
The time of day, the setting sun was perfect, helping to silhouette the rocket and exhaust smoke.

The launch window was two hours, starting before sunset and extending into what would have been considered a night launch. We had to ensure the camera setting would have been able to handle both situations.

    
    READ MORE FROM OUR 'ONES' SERIES

	One Tech Tip
	One Must Read
	One Extraordinary Photo



    


--
For more extraordinary AP photography, click here .
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                    Photography 

    Inspired by Picasso, an AP photographer visualizes a blind person 'seeing' art




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Stefania Terre, who is blind, uses a small light on her fingers while touching a life-size reproduction of the head of Michelangelo's David as she poses for a long-exposure photograph at the Omero Tactile Museum in Ancona, Italy, Thursday, Jan. 15, 2026. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino)]
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                                        Alessandra Tarantino has been working with The Associated Press in Italy since 2005. Based in Rome, she mainly covers the Vatican, sports and politics. Here's what she had to say about this extraordinary photo.
Why this photo?
I had been wanting to make a story about blindness for a long time, but I couldn't find the right angle. Then an old friend, Giorgio Guardi, told me about the work he does with his association, Radici, which organizes inclusive tours in Rome, including tours for blind people. I didn't know much about Radici, so I participated in one of their tours - where blind, deaf and other disabled people visited Rome on a cold November day. It was particularly fascinating to see how blind people touch things, how they move their fingers and how a tour guide leads their hand over the artworks encountered along the tour.
The blind people we interviewed explained to us that it's not just touch, but many elements such as the voice of the guide, scents and the feeling of a more intimate connection with the artwork that help create the so-called tactile image.

    
While I was thinking about how to create a photo that would convey the idea of the tactile image, I remembered a famous series of photos by Gjon Mili, who in the late 40s created a series of portraits of Picasso while he traced some sketches in the air in the form of light trails. The photos were published on LIFE in 1949.
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[image: Sara Mearns, principal dancer at New York City Ballet, wearing hearing aids on March 17, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Shelby Lum)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Hearing aids can seem like a big step. This NYC Ballet principal dancer doesn't regret taking it
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[image: Peri Cochin, co-founder of the "1 Picasso for 100 euros" poses next to Head of a Woman by Pablo Picasso, painted in 1941, in Paris, Friday, April 10, 2026, ahead of a lottery in which the painting is being raffled off to raise money for Alzheimer]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Picture this: A raffle offers a Picasso for 100 euros to fund Alzheimer's research
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Zen Buddhist priest Roshi Jundo Cohen interacts with AI avatar Emi Jido at his Zen meditation hall in Tsukuba, Japan on Feb. 13, 2026. (AP Photo/Ayaka McGill)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                From 'BuddhaBot' to $1.99 chats with AI Jesus, the faith-based tech boom is here
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How I made this photo

    
    
    
I believe that for a sighted person, it is very difficult to imagine how a blind person "sees," and I thought that with this technique, I could create an image that would give an idea of how hands explore a work of art and how this can be imagined by someone who cannot see. I asked for an opinion on this idea from the head of communications at the Museo Tattile Omero, who put me in touch with Stefania Terre, a blind woman I spoke to about my idea. I told her about Picasso, the genius photographer Mili, and how her connection with art could be transformed into another artistic creation. We met at the Museo Omero, followed Stefania on this tour and then we experimented with "the technique."

    
We had to wait until the museum closed, and the museum staff turned off all the lights. In a few seconds, we found ourselves immersed in a dense darkness. I had given Stefania a small LED light and had created a little ring with an elastic band for her to wear it on her finger. Stefania began to explore the face, to the natural size of Michelangelo's David, and I - I had previously set up the camera on a tripod - took a 24-second exposure photo. When I saw the result, I was almost moved; the face of David emerges from the darkness, with Stefania's face faintly appearing in the background, while at times, a glimpse of her hand can be seen.
I took this photo with a long exposure, the camera was set to 50 ISO and was steady on a tripod. The aperture was set to f/16 and the exposure lasted 24 seconds. During the 24 seconds, the shot captured Stefania's hand as she explored the face of David, with an LED light placed on one of her fingers, which also illuminated the statue. The little light that filtered from outside slightly illuminated her face.

    
Why this photo works
I believe this is an intriguing image that can help people see things in a different way. One of the slogans of the Museo Tattile Omero was "Forbidden not to touch," and how not just sight, but touch, can help us understand and connect with the beauty of art.

It's an unpredictable photo; you can't really know what will come out, and even though I had done some tests beforehand, the real-life situation is always unpredictable.

    
    READ MORE FROM OUR 'ONES' SERIES

	One Tech Tip
	One Must Read
	One Extraordinary Photo



    


___
For more extraordinary AP photography, click here.
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                    Photography 

    Democrats are becoming a force in traditionally conservative The Villages




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A supporter of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris waves an American flag and cheers as she participates in a golf cart parade following a campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A supporter of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris waves an American flag and cheers as she participates in a golf cart parade following a campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell) -
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            REBECCA BLACKWELL

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        THE VILLAGES, Fla. (AP) -- The Villages, one of the world's largest retirement communities, has long been known as a conservative stronghold. In the past, left-leaning residents of the central Florida enclave tended to keep their views to themselves, fearing they might be kicked out of their golf group, excluded from the mahjong club, or disinvited from a neighborhood pool party. 
But Vice President Kamala Harris' emergence as the Democratic Party's presidential candidate has given the small, but enthusiastic group a boost of confidence and a push into the light.
"They are beginning to realize that they have a voice and they can use it," said Diane Foley, president of the Villages Democratic Club, which has seen its membership nearly double since the 2020 election cycle, to around 1,500 people.
Prior to that time, she noted, "Democrats have been inclined to be quiet and to not broadcast their political preferences because we were so overwhelmed by the Republican party." 
Parades of golf carts decorated in support of Harris have rolled through the streets, and second gentleman Doug Emhoff recently paid a visit. Meanwhile, Democrats opting to wear a T-shirt or put up a lawn sign in favor of Harris have had neighbors approach them with relief, saying, "We thought we were the only ones."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Joe Dubman takes a picture of friends Chris Stanley, wearing an "I have concepts of a plan" T-shirt poking fun at the recent debate performance of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, and Dee Melvin, wearing a shirt showing support for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, as a group of Democratic friends participate in their regular brunch meet-up, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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Still, most say they choose not to talk politics openly, to avoid tension in Wildwood-The Villages, the official name of this census-designated, master-planned metro area of more than 151,000 people. 
"You want to get along with your neighbors. They're nice people. So we just don't talk about it," says Foley. 
Retired lawyer Howard Underwood, 71, and his wife, Janet, 74, were Republicans for four decades until Donald Trump became the candidate in 2016. 

"We've made common cause with the Democrats, even though I don't share a whole lot of Kamala's ideas on things," says Underwood, who is now not affiliated with either major party but has volunteered with the Democrats club to support Harris.

Underwood won't go so far as to put a bumper sticker on his car for fear of blowback, but he acknowledges that the political atmosphere is changing, however slightly. 
"Democrats in The Villages has kind of become a thing," he said with a laugh.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Wearing matching Harris-Walz T-shirts, Glen Smith, 62, and his wife Suzi, 64, play pickleball with other members of The Villages Democratic Club, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. The Smiths say that friends questioned why they would choose to move to such a conservative enclave. "Somebody has to infiltrate," joked Suzi. "Most of our best friends are conservative." Adds Glen, "We know they are red, and they know we are blue, and we all just don't talk about it." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    Most of our best friends are conservative. We know they are red, and they know we are blue, and we all just don't talk about it."


                    
                        - Glen Smith

                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Trump flag flies from the home of Dave Farraday, a 74-year-old retired utility worker from Pennsylvania, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Farraday, who registered to vote for the first time in 2016 to support Donald Trump, will again vote for the former President and Republican presidential nominee, over economic issues, but says he would have preferred different candidates to run. Two homes on his street have lawn signs supporting Harris, but Farraday says political differences don't get in the way of neighborliness. "We're all here for one reason, we're retired," he said. "We're relaxing...trying to." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    We're all here for one reason, we're retired. We're relaxing... trying to."


                    
                        - Dave Farraday

                    
                
            

        

    





    

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An aerial view shows homes in the sprawling retirement community known as The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Allan Weseman, a retired sports car mechanic, feeds his macaws Kayko, left, and Cranky Clifford, as he waits to show them to interested passersby in Lake Sumter Landing Market Square, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Weseman, who lives outside The Villages with five macaws, often comes to one of the town squares to find people to share his passion with, letting interested passerby hold friendly Kayko on their arm and take pictures with the birds. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Lobbyist Barbara DeVane attends a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club to encourage the community's members to vote "yes" on a ballot amendment which would legalize recreational marijuana use for people over 21, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris await the arrival of second gentleman Doug Emhoff, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Retired attorney Howard Underwood, and his wife of 50 years, Janet, a retired IRS tax advisor, stand together for a portrait on their street in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. The couple, who moved to The Villages in 2012, were Republicans for four decades before "Trump chased us out of the party." Now independents, "We've made common cause with the Democrats even though I don't share a whole lot of Kamala's ideas on things," said Howard. "The alternative is unthinkable." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    We've made common cause with the Democrats even though I don't share a whole lot of Kamala's ideas on things... The alternative is unthinkable."


                    
                        - Howard Underwood

                    
                
            

        

    





         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Dennis Foley, vice president of The Villages Democratic Club, works on the club's newsletter as a television plays CNN coverage of an apparent assassination attempt on Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Dennis Foley, vice president of The Villages Democratic Club, works on the club's newsletter as a television plays CNN coverage of an apparent assassination attempt on Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Shelly Newman, 73, who uses a walker due to impaired balance, makes canvassing calls to other Villagers to encourage voter turnout, in her bedroom in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Newman and her husband moved to The Villages in 2013. "When we moved here, we were more concerned about being Democrat than being Jewish," said Newman. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Shelly Newman, 73, who uses a walker due to impaired balance, makes canvassing calls to other Villagers to encourage voter turnout, in her bedroom in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024. Newman and her husband moved to The Villages in 2013. "When we moved here, we were more concerned about being Democrat than being Jewish," said Newman. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                
            

         

    

    
        
            

                
                    When we moved here, we were more concerned about being Democrat than being Jewish,"
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[image: A retired government worker who preferred not to give her name drives a golf cart decorated with a "Harris for President" sign in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Stickers for the Democratic party adorn the walker of Shelly Newman, 73, as she leaves a meeting of The Villages Democratic Club, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. Newman says people see her stickers and approach her, whispering "You're a Democrat too?" Newman tells them, "Don't whisper. Democrats can be loud and proud too." (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    Don't whisper. Democrats can be loud and proud too."


                    
                        - Shelly Newman

                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A sign depicting Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris alongside the three most recent presidents, from left, Barack Obama, Donald Trump, and Joe Biden, decorates a golf cart windshield during a Harris campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    There was no effort until Harris came on... It was general depression. No one wanted to get involved."


                    
                        - Villages Democratic Club president Diane Foley


                    
                
            

        

    





            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Independent voter Patricia Coe, 82, speaks with Diane Foley, president of The Villages Democratic Club, as Foley canvasses at the homes of registered Democrats and of independents who might be open to voting for a Democrat, in The Villages, Fla., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                    We have gotten death threats about who we are going to vote for,"


                    
                        - Independent voter Patricia Coe

                    
                
            

        

    





    

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Merle Barefoot, center, who moved to The Villages 31 years ago from Georgia, wears an American flag pin during a meeting of The Villages Democrats Club at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: People attend a standing-room only meeting of The Villages Democrats Club, which recently moved to a larger space to accommodate the influx of new members supporting Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris, at Wildwood Community Center in Wildwood, Fla., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: A man wears a tee-shirt reading "Old White Dudes for Harris" as he waits for second gentleman Doug Emhoff to kick-off a parade of decorated golf carts in support of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    A man wears a tee-shirt reading "Old White Dudes for Harris" as he waits for second gentleman Doug Emhoff to kick-off a parade of decorated golf carts in support of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, at a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Hundreds of supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris parade in decorated golf carts, following a campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]



        

        
        
            
                    Hundreds of supporters of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris parade in decorated golf carts, following a campaign event in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    



    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A movie theatre marque shows films currently playing in The Villages, Fla., Sept. 15, 2024.  (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: A supporter of Democratic presidential candidate Vice President Kamala Harris drives a golf cart with a banner reading "Trump for Prison" and an image of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump behind bars, as he participates in a parade of decorated golf carts following a Harris campaign event with second gentleman Doug Emhoff, in The Villages, Fla., Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Lesley, left, and Matt Dzik, pose for a portrait, Sunday, Sept. 22, 2024, in Urbana, Ill. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]
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        Visually-led storytelling featuring U.S. voters and the issues that matter most to them in the upcoming U.S. election.

AP has photo and video journalists in every region of the U.S. In the run up to the U.S. election, the team is collaborating on a series of visual stories about U.S. voters in their local communities.
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    How a retired cranberry bog helped change the game for wetland restoration




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Glorianna Davenport, founder of the Living Observatory, overlooks a stream cutting through Tidmarsh Wildlife Sanctuary in Plymouth, Mass., Saturday, March 14, 2026. (Julia Vaz/MIT Graduate Program in Science Writing via AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    Glorianna Davenport, founder of the Living Observatory, overlooks a stream cutting through Tidmarsh Wildlife Sanctuary in Plymouth, Mass., Saturday, March 14, 2026. (Julia Vaz/MIT Graduate Program in Science Writing via AP)
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            JAMIE JIANG and JULIA VAZ of the MIT Graduate Program in Science Writing

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        PLYMOUTH, Mass. (AP) -- Glorianna Davenport looks out at hundreds of acres of protected wetlands that were once her family's cranberry farms. In her hands are laminated pictures of striking red cranberry bogs fed by razor-straight water channels. It's hard to believe the land where she stands -- full of sinuous streams, wildlife, moss and tall trees -- once looked so different.
The land's transformation, documented through a network of cameras and sensors, offers a playbook for wetland restoration as cranberry farms see slimmer profits from New England to Wisconsin because of climate change and other factors. The crop requires cold winters and plenty of water, but warmer temperatures and longer droughts are challenging harvest seasons. 
Settlers in Plymouth were among the first to farm this native New England crop, and since then cranberry farms have been passed down through families for centuries.

    
"For many of these farmers, it's their life savings and what they want to pass on to their children," Davenport says. "It's very complicated."
Land that Davenport and her husband sold for restoration, now known as Tidmarsh Wildlife Sanctuary, has set an example as the single largest freshwater restoration project in Massachusetts. Together with researchers, technologists and artists, she has created a living laboratory for wetland conservation science. The cameras and sensors provide live, publicly available data showing how the land is recovering its natural biodiversity.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This photo shows the Tidmarsh Wildlife Sanctuary in Plymouth, Mass., Sunday, March 15, 2026. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)]
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___

    
    
    
EDITOR'S NOTE: This story is a collaboration between the MIT Graduate Program in Science Writing and The Associated Press.
___

    
Scientists who studied the sanctuary and an adjacent town preserve that's also on her family's former farmland have published peer-reviewed studies documenting the changes. Lessons learned at Tidmarsh also helped the state launch a cranberry bog restoration program to connect farmers with nonprofits, which will either buy the land to restore it or help them take on a restoration project themselves.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kim Snyder, an education coordinator at Mass Audubon, a conservation organization, speaks during an interview with The Associated Press, Thursday, March 19, 2026, at Tidmarsh Wildlife Sanctuary in Plymouth, Mass. (Julia Vaz/MIT Graduate Program in Science Writing via AP)]
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Nature lovers have found other creative uses for the data: Once, birdwatchers took audio data of a bird call from several microphones to triangulate a bird's location. Some users play wetland sounds for ambience in their bedrooms or offices. 
Restoring the land 

To make restoration possible at Tidmarsh, over 20,000 native plant species were planted, several old dams removed and new waterways dug. Excavators sifted through sandy soil degraded by more than a century of cranberry production that formed a thick, hard layer over the natural freshwater wetlands the farms were built on.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kim Snyder, an education coordinator at Mass Audubon, a conservation organization, shows sphagnum moss growing at Tidmarsh Wildlife Sanctuary in Plymouth, Mass., Thursday, March 19, 2026. (Julia Vaz/MIT Graduate Program in Science Writing via AP)]
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Ecologists who believed cranberry farmland to be "ecologically dead" saw a wetland emerge instead. Within just a year of the restoration work that began in 2010, the sandy soil began to sprout.
A 2025 study of sites including the Foothills Preserve in Plymouth, land that was also once part of Davenport's farm, by researchers at the Woodwell Climate Research Center and the University of Connecticut suggested the sand at Tidmarsh held long-dormant native seeds that just needed to be mixed with peat to germinate. Similarly, a 2021 study of Tidmarsh and other restored sites -- including an earlier, smaller restoration in Plymouth known as Eel River Headwaters -- found that water retention, soil health and microbial communities improved rapidly in just a few years.

    
"We discovered that former cranberry farms were actually highly restorable," says Beth Lambert, director of the Massachusetts Division of Ecological Restoration.

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A stream runs through Tidmarsh Wildlife Sanctuary in Plymouth, Mass., Sunday, March 15, 2026. (Julia Vaz/MIT Graduate Program in Science Writing via AP)]
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[image: A cranberry bog is visible as cranberry vines are dormant during the offseason Sunday, March 15, 2026, in Wareham, Mass. (Jamie Jiang/MIT Graduate Program in Science Writing via AP)]
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The results of the transformation are on display during tours given by Mass Audubon, the conservation organization that bought and manages most of the land at Tidmarsh. Kim Snyder, the group's education coordinator, leads groups ranging from birdwatchers to schoolchildren on field trips.
"A lot of Plymouth residents who have been here a long time remember it as a cranberry farm," Snyder says. 
Setting an example 

Lambert says Tidmarsh helped launch the state's Cranberry Bog Restoration Program, which can provide technical assistance and connect farmers to federal funding and conservation-minded buyers. Today, the state has helped complete construction on nine restoration projects totaling around 500 acres (202 hectares) and 10 miles (16 kilometers) of stream habitat. And 11 additional projects spanning another 500 acres are currently in planning stages. Lambert says she aims to have restored another thousand acres in the next 10 to 15 years.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Water flows down a stream at Tidmarsh Wildlife Sanctuary, a restored wetland in Plymouth, Mass., Saturday, March 14, 2026. (Julia Vaz/MIT Graduate Program in Science Writing via AP)]
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According to the United States Department of Agriculture, the number of retired cranberry farms in Massachusetts grew by about 40% between 2017 and 2022. 
It's not a given that farmers will choose to sell their lands for conservation purposes. They can sell to other buyers to develop. Or they could let the land languish, taking decades to return to a wild, productive ecosystem.
"If we don't conserve, if we don't protect these lands that ... owners are walking away (from), we lose it forever," Davenport says.

    
A now-retired filmmaker, Davenport believes that the more research on wetland restoration she supports, the more knowledge can be communicated to the public -- which could inspire other restoration projects launching elsewhere. 

         
            
                
                

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Living Observatory sensor that measures temperature, humidity and atmospheric pressure is seen at Tidmarsh Wildlife Sanctuary in Plymouth, Mass., Sunday, March 15, 2026. (Jamie Jiang/MIT Graduate Program in Science Writing via AP)]
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[image: Brian Mayton, a member of the Living Observatory and research affiliate at Massachusetts Institute of Technology Media Lab, holds a prototype of a sensor meant to collect ecological data from wetlands Wednesday, March 25, 2026, at MIT in Cambridge Mass. (Jamie Jiang/MIT Graduate Program in Science Writing via AP)]
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That belief led her to create the Living Observatory, a nonprofit group that describes itself as a "learning collaborative" for researchers, artists and others to document how former cranberry farms recuperate. 

    
Through the network of sensors -- which monitor conditions from soil moisture to temperature -- and live cameras, the Living Observatory created a trove of data on how to restore cranberry farms. The project's website now houses data from multiple restoration sites in the state beyond Tidmarsh. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Brian Mayton, a member of the Living Observatory and research affiliate at Massachusetts Institute of Technology Media Lab, reads research papers at his desk at MIT, Wednesday, March 25, 2026 in Cambridge Mass. (Jamie Jiang/MIT Graduate Program in Science Writing via AP)]
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Gershon Dublon, a data and systems researcher and director of the board of the Living Observatory, said researchers were grateful for a fairly simple tool: a centralized place to access the data and add their own. After the success at Tidmarsh, ecologists from as far as the Amazon rainforest reached out to Living Observatory asking for their input on how to deploy a similar bespoke sensor network in their work, Dublon says.
Climate-resilient landscapes

Wetland restoration projects and the knowledge gained from them are important tools in the fight against climate change, says climate scientist Christopher Neill at the Woodwell Climate Center. Wetlands work as barriers that soak up water from floods and storms, Neill says. According to scientists, extreme precipitation is becoming more common in the Northeast.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A native pitcher plant grows in a wetland on a former cranberry farm at Tidmarsh Wildlife Sanctuary, Saturday, March 14, 2026, in Plymouth, Mass. (Jamie Jiang/MIT Graduate Program in Science Writing via AP)]
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At Tidmarsh, one example of that resilience is sphagnum moss growing next to a mile-long boardwalk. Snyder likes to tell visitors about its antimicrobial properties. The moss also absorbs and stores planet-warming carbon dioxide.
"It's a great property to show ... the scope of restoration work," she says, smiling.

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Glorianna Davenport, founder of the Living Observatory, walks through soggy ground of the restored wetland at Tidmarsh Wildlife Sanctuary in Plymouth, Mass., Saturday, March 14, 2026. (Julia Vaz/MIT Graduate Program in Science Writing via AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    Glorianna Davenport, founder of the Living Observatory, walks through soggy ground of the restored wetland at Tidmarsh Wildlife Sanctuary in Plymouth, Mass., Saturday, March 14, 2026. (Julia Vaz/MIT Graduate Program in Science Writing via AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    
    
    


                

            

        
The changes at Tidmarsh, a farm that had been owned by her husband's family, give Davenport hope. Native pitcher plants grow in clusters in the wetlands. Insects drone over running brooks. Her boots sink on the mushy, wet ground. Those were sounds she never heard on the farm before.
"The quiet goal is, can we make a dent in the amount of land that's put in conservation?" Davenport says.
___
This story has been updated to correct that Davenport did not grow up on the farm and to clarify that she and her husband sold the land. 
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                    Climate

    Wyoming electric utility dumps wind and solar in long-term planning




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Wind turbines stand just west of a highway north of Medicine Bow, Wyo., July 1, 2022. (Dustin Bleizeffer/WyoFile via AP)]



        

        
        
            
                    Wind turbines stand just west of a highway north of Medicine Bow, Wyo., July 1, 2022. (Dustin Bleizeffer/WyoFile via AP)

                

            
        

        
    

    


            

            By 
            DUSTIN BLEIZEFFER/WyoFile

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        One of the key driving forces behind the expansion of wind turbines in Wyoming is gutting plans for future renewable energy projects.
Rocky Mountain Power's parent company, PacifiCorp, updated its long-range planning document in March, shifting its previous upward trajectory for new wind and solar throughout its six-state service region to flatline status.
The electric utility has no plans to add more wind or solar facilities in Wyoming, Utah, Idaho and California from 2027 through 2045.
"Changes in this update are largely driven by the July 4, 2025, repeal of major portions of the Inflation Reduction Act," the company says. "The repeal was enacted through the ("One Big, Beautiful Bill Act"), which, significantly, phases out or eliminates highly impactful tax benefits, primarily for renewable solar and wind generation resources."
Rocky Mountain Power is Wyoming's largest electric utility. PacifiCorp is part of billionaire investor Warren Buffett's Berkshire Hathaway energy conglomerate.

    
Amid a series of rate hikes in recent years -- which amount to about a 20% increase for Wyoming customers since 2020 -- Rocky Mountain Power officials have testified that the company's renewable energy additions were not the culprit, but had kept monthly electric bills from rising at an even higher rate.



    
        




    




"It is the company's investment in these renewable resources that have mitigated the increase in net-power costs," former Rocky Mountain Power President and CEO Gary Hoogeveen testified to Wyoming officials in 2023. "Without the company's investment in these resources, the increase in net-power costs would have risen an additional $85.4 million or 65% in Wyoming."

    
    
    
But the economic feasibility for wind and solar has changed, according to the utility. Federal tax credits for wind and solar had reduced the cost of wind and solar projects by about 30%, the company says. With the new phase out schedule, projects would likely have to begin construction within the next year to still qualify. That policy, along with Trump administration rollbacks for fossil fuel regulations, "may make coal a more competitive fuel source."

    
The utility giant has delayed some coal power plant retirement dates in recent years, including in Wyoming, and its new long-term planning outlook notes that its greenhouse gas emissions trajectory, which had been falling, will now go up.
"The update does not look good at all for renewable energy," Sierra Club Wyoming Chapter Organizer Emma Jones told WyoFile.
She noted, however, that such " integrated resource plans " continually change. Regulated utilities like PacifiCorp/Rocky Mountain Power are required to file a new resource plan every two years, and they frequently update those plans between filings.
The company also notes, as do other utilities, that it is not obligated to follow the plan, which looks 20 years into the future.
Yet the planning document does create "signals" that solidify electrical generation investments in the short term, Jones noted.
"If Rocky Mountain Power is saying it's not planning on any new wind power for 20 years, I think that does create a level of uncertainty for (renewable energy) developers," Jones said.

    
Wind out of the sails
PacifiCorp is responsible for about 35% of Wyoming's 3,700 megawatts of installed wind-generated electrical capacity, according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration. 
One megawatt is enough electricity to power about 750 homes.
Though the company is gutting future renewable installations, there are still a few more projects to come to fruition.
"The preferred portfolio includes about 1,200 megawatts of new solar located in Utah, over 400 megawatts of new wind located in Idaho and 26 megawatts of new wind located in Wyoming," Rocky Mountain Power spokesman David Eskelsen told WyoFile. Some of those wind and solar facilities will generate power dedicated to PacifiCorp customers in Oregon and Washington, he added.
Beyond that, PacifiCorp's retreat from renewable energy development muddies the picture for future wind development in Wyoming. Frequently, a smaller company will propose a project under its own name, but it's building to meet the needs of a larger utility -- like PacifiCorp, or Black Hills Energy.

    
In addition to sometimes building their own electrical generation facilities, large utilities -- based on their long-range planning -- solicit new wind and solar energy from the marketplace by issuing a "request for proposal." Essentially, they tell other companies that they're in the market for more renewable power, and if somebody takes the investment risk and works through the permitting process on their own to build a wind farm, the utility will buy the power. It might even take ownership of the facility after the developer has set it up.
Essentially, PacifiCorp has dramatically driven a lot of wind energy development in Wyoming. Now that it's removing itself from the game, it's unclear what's in store for the industry. Some industry watchers speculate that Wyoming co-ops might step into the game for their own reasons, and that data centers might become a bigger driver for wind energy development.

    
Others, including Jones of the Sierra Club, insist that it's too late to kill wind and solar energy via federal policies, because they continue to gain efficiencies that likely overcome the loss of federal tax credits. Other utilities, beholden to their ratepayers who want low-cost electrons, are likely to consider adding more renewable energy to their portfolios.
PacifiCorp, Jones speculated, will probably return to renewable energy, too.
"I think the problem is that, even if (PacifiCorp officials) decide down the road, 'We're going to invest in renewables again,' the delay that they're creating is ultimately going to cost customers money that would have been saved by putting cheaper renewable energy online sooner," Jones said. 

The general sentiment in the utility industry, Jones added, is that it's cheaper to build today than it is years down the road. "The longer we wait to build out infrastructure to meet the demands of customers, the more we're going to have to pay in the long run."
___
This story was originally published by WyoFile and distributed through a partnership with The Associated Press.
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    EPA may ease regulation of chemical plastic recycling, and environmentalists worry




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ground up plastics that Alterra Energy receives from recycling facilities, move along a conveyor at the start of their process that transforms the material into a liquid that is then used in the manufacturing of plastic in Akron, Ohio, Sept. 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Keith Srakocic, File)]
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[image: The Alterra Energy plant that recycles plastics back into a fluid that is used in the manufacturing of plastics, sits in Akron, Ohio, Sept. 8, 2022. (AP Photo/Keith Srakocic, File)]
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            JENNIFER McDERMOTT

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        The Environmental Protection Agency is reconsidering whether facilities that recycle plastic chemically should be held to the same strict air pollution standards as incinerators.
The possible change is alarming environmental advocates who say it would lead to more dangerous pollution spewing into communities, with fewer or no checks at the federal level. The plastics industry disputes that, saying it would clear up confusion while still controlling emissions.
The world is pumping millions of tons of plastic pollution into the environment every year. While dozens of countries and many environmental groups have urged caps on production, industry and several big oil-producing countries have resisted, arguing instead for improvements in reuse and recycling.
Chemical recycling uses heat or chemicals to break down plastics. The main method, a process known as pyrolysis, has long been regulated as incineration by the Clean Air Act. The EPA limits emissions from incinerators of nine air pollutants, including toxic particulates, heavy metals and dioxins.

    
The agency says a potential new rule could instead recognize pyrolysis as manufacturing.



    
        




    




The American Chemistry Council, an industry group, has long argued for such a change.
"The definition of incineration is to destroy it, right? You're literally trying to make it go away," said Ross Eisenberg, president of America's Plastic Makers, who leads ACC's plastics advocacy. "That's not what they're doing here. They are trying to preserve it and recover the materials, which is recycling, which is manufacturing."

    
    
    
Judith Enck, a former EPA regional administrator who now heads up Beyond Plastics, opposes what she said would be a "much weaker level of environmental protection."
"Chemical recycling companies know that if they want to operate, they need to get this essential Clean Air Act permit and they don't like it," she said. "They have spent decades trying to convince EPA to change the rules of the game. Republican and Democratic administrations have declined to do this. But they have hit the jackpot with the Trump administration." 

    
Alarm over changing how pyrolysis is regulated
The EPA regulates pyrolysis under section 129 of the act, which reduces air pollution from four categories of solid waste incineration units. The agency told The Associated Press that a final rule in 2005 that included "pyrolysis/combustion units" under that section was vague and caused confusion for the industry.
EPA said it's taking public comment for a potential rule that could recognize pyrolysis as manufacturing under a different section, 111, of the Clean Air Act.
John Walke, who leads the Natural Resources Defense Council's national clean air advocacy, said Section 111 doesn't regulate as many pollutants as 129. He also argued that EPA's plan is skipping crucial steps in a lengthy, required rulemaking process.
Walke also said the EPA move would amount to the immediate deregulation of these facilities under the act. He said it would take several years to follow the legal process to regulate the industry under another section, leaving a gap where no federal emissions standards would apply.

    
"You could have a facility that was controlled on a Monday, preventing those hazardous air pollutants from being emitted into the atmosphere, and on Tuesday, the facility would have legal permission to turn off installed pollution controls to allow the unlimited release of hazardous air pollution into the same community that was better protected on Monday," he said. "Why would they do that? Why would they turn off an installed pollution control device? Because it costs money to operate them." 
Eisenberg disputed that. He said other sections of the Clean Air Act would still apply, and facilities get state permits, so the emissions would still be controlled and surrounding communities would be safe. They are "so heavily regulated," Eisenberg said.

    
Recycling rates for plastic waste are tiny
More than 90% of plastics aren't recycled, according to the American Chemistry Council. It promises that chemical, or advanced, recycling can change that. As a complement to traditional mechanical recycling, chemical recycling can help dramatically reduce the amount of waste sent to landfills while generating a diverse range of products, the ACC says.
The process breaks plastics down into liquid and gas to produce an oil-like mixture or basic chemicals, that can be used to make new plastics or fuels. It's like "unbaking a cake," Eisenberg said. 
Environmental groups say advanced recycling is waste disposal, not recycling, and a distraction from real solutions like producing and using less plastic. 
There are six pyrolysis plants, operating in Ohio, Texas, North Carolina, Indiana and Georgia, plus one under construction in Arizona and another in West Virginia, and a small test project in Maryland, according to the American Chemistry Council. The ACC has been lobbying states and Congress to pass laws to regulate chemical recycling as manufacturing. Twenty-five states now do, and legislation is pending in Congress.

    
Despite that legislative success, Eisenberg said the number of proposals to build these plants has dwindled in recent years, in part because of the permitting process.
"I often ask people to take a step back," he said. "Do you want more recycling? If the answer is yes, then we should do what we can to make sure that you can bring more recycling online." 
Eisenberg said they've made clear to the Trump administration that revising the Clean Air Act is a priority. EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin toured ExxonMobil's Baytown, Texas, facility to see chemical recycling in person last year. 
Critic says notice of possible change was buried
In March, the EPA published a notice requesting comment on a proposed rule to consolidate regulations for another type of incinerator, with a small section soliciting comment on removing the reference to pyrolysis. The EPA mentioned it at the end of its press release on air curtain incinerators, too.
Enck said it was a bombshell paragraph, buried in a rulemaking notice. The EPA dismissed the criticism, highlighting the press release. 
At a public hearing last week, many people urged the EPA to keep pyrolysis units regulated as incinerators, including about a dozen speakers from the nonprofit Moms Clean Air Force. Kiya Stanford, the group's Georgia state organizer, said in her testimony that changing it "feels like a move to prioritize polluters over people," offering the plastics industry a cheap way to make waste disappear from sight by spewing it into the air as toxic pollution.
The agency proposed a similar change in 2020, during President Donald Trump's first term. The Biden administration withdrew the proposed modification.
Walke said that if the EPA finalizes the rollback now, the NRDC would plan to challenge it in court.
___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    FDA to weigh easing limits on unproven peptides favored by RFK Jr. and other MAHA figures




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Secretary of Health and Human Services Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. speaks during a fireside chat with CPAC Senior Fellow Mercedes Schlapp at the Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC) in Dallas, Saturday, March 28, 2026. (AP Photo/Gabriela Passos)]
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[image: A sign for the U.S. Food and Drug Administration is displayed outside their offices in Silver Spring, Md., Dec. 10, 2020. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta, File)]
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            MATTHEW PERRONE
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Food and Drug Administration will hold a meeting this summer to consider easing restrictions on more than a half dozen peptide injections, a group of unapproved therapies that have become popular among wellness influencers, fitness gurus and celebrities.
The meeting announcement Wednesday follows repeated pledges by Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. to loosen regulations on peptides, which are often pitched as a quick way to build muscle, heal injuries or appear younger. There's little research behind those claims and most peptides have not been reviewed for safety by the FDA.
Kennedy has discussed using peptides for his own injuries. And some major supporters of his Make America Healthy Again movement are big proponents of them, including Gary Brecka, a self-described "longevity expert" who sells various peptide formulas through his website. 

    
The FDA said in a federal notice Wednesday it will ask a panel of outside advisers to review seven peptides at a meeting in July, specifically whether they should be added to a list of substances that can be safely produced by pharmacies. In the meantime, the agency said it would soon remove the chemicals from a restrictive list reserved for unapproved, high-risk drugs. The peptides under discussion include some of the most popular among influencers, such as BPC-157, which is marketed to heal injuries and reduce inflammation.



    
        




    




"The Wild West is about to become wilder," said Dr. Peter Lurie, a former FDA official who now leads the Center for Science in the Public Interest. In an interview, Lurie said allowing peptides on the market without clinical testing poses a "profound threat" to FDA's decades-old system for vetting drugs.

    
    
    
"I don't see why one would take the path of a proper drug approval if there is now this less rigorous, alternative path to market," he said.

    
Under President Joe Biden, the FDA added nearly 20 peptides to the federal list of substances that should not be produced by compounding pharmacies -- businesses that mix medications that aren't available from drugmakers. 
At the time, the FDA's panel of pharmacy advisers voted overwhelmingly that the peptides did not meet the criteria for substances that can be safely compounded. And FDA regulators agreed, saying later that the substances "present significant safety risks," because most have not been extensively tested in humans.
Many of the FDA advisers and internal staff who oversaw those decisions no longer work for the agency. The FDA's pharmacy panel currently has a number of vacancies, which Kennedy could fill before the July meeting.
Kennedy previewed Wednesday's move in an interview with podcast host Joe Rogan. Both men have repeatedly spoken about peptides and claimed to have benefited from their use.

    
RFK Jr. claims personal benefit from peptides 
"I'm a big fan of peptides," Kennedy told Rogan. "I've used them myself and with really good effect on a couple of injuries."
Given Kennedy's statements, Lurie said it was doubtful the drugs would receive real scrutiny from FDA.
"Everybody knows the outcome that the secretary wants," Lurie said. "I don't believe for one moment that what's going on here is an honest investigation of whether these products should be compounded."
Scott Brunner of the Alliance for Pharmacy Compounding said the coming meeting will be the start of a "protracted process." Even if the panel votes to make the peptides available, and FDA agrees, the agency will still have to draft and publish rules on the change, he noted.
Peptides are essentially the building blocks of more complex proteins. Inside the human body, peptides trigger hormones needed for growth, metabolism and healing.
In recent years peptides have become widely known through the blockbuster success of GLP-1 medications, which the FDA has approved for treating obesity and diabetes. Other FDA-approved peptides include insulin for diabetics and hormone-based drugs for several medical conditions.
But many of the peptides promoted online have never been approved, making them technically illegal to market as drugs. Several peptides, such as BPC-157 and TB-500, are banned by international sports authorities as doping substances.

    
But that has not stopped them from gaining a foothold in the burgeoning marketplace for wellness hacks and alternative remedies. 
"I think this is a disaster in the works," said Dr. Eric Topol of Scripps Research Translational Institute, who has studied the issue. "These peptides have no data to support their safety and efficacy."
Meanwhile, some dietary supplement makers have begun mixing peptides into capsules, protein powders and gummies. At a recent FDA meeting, the industry argued for expanding the federal definition of supplements to permit the use of newer ingredients like peptides in their products.

    
Safety risks were cited previously
When the FDA added a number of injectable peptides to its list of restricted substances in 2023, it cited safety risks including cancer and liver, kidney and heart problems.
That triggered pushback from wellness entrepreneurs, compounding pharmacies and their allies in Washington.
Last year several members of Congress, including Republican Sen. Tommy Tuberville of Alabama, sent letters to Kennedy asking him to lift limits on peptide production.
Some in the compounding industry argue that FDA's restrictions have given rise to an illicit market of imported chemicals from China and other countries, which are not subject to U.S. drug standards.
Kennedy has echoed those concerns.
"With the gray market you have no idea if you're getting a good product," Kennedy told Rogan. "And a lot of this stuff that we've looked at is just very, very substandard."
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    Why many Americans are turning to AI for health advice, according to recent polls
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            With hundreds of millions of people turning to chatbots for advice, it was only a matter of time before tech companies began offering programs designed specifically to answer health questions. Before you upload your lab results, here's what to know.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: The OpenAI logo is seen on a mobile phone in front of a computer screen which displays the ChatGPT home Screen, March 17, 2023, in Boston. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer, File)]
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            ALI SWENSON and LINLEY SANDERS

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- When Tiffany Davis has a question about a symptom from the weight-loss injections she's taking, she doesn't call her doctor. She pulls out her phone and consults ChatGPT.
"I'll just basically let ChatGPT know my status, how I'm feeling," said the 42-year-old in Mesquite, Texas. "I use it for anything that I'm experiencing."
Turning to artificial intelligence tools for health advice has become a habit for Davis and many other Americans, according to a West Health-Gallup Center on Healthcare in America poll published Wednesday. The poll, conducted in late 2025 and backed up by at least three other recent surveys with similar findings, found that roughly one-quarter of U.S. adults had used an AI tool for health information or advice in the past 30 days.
Dr. Karandeep Singh, chief health AI officer at the University of California San Diego Health, said AI tools, many of which now incorporate web search, are an upgraded version of Google health searches that Americans have been doing for decades.
"I almost view it like a better entry portal into web search," he said. "Instead of someone having to comb through the top, you know, 10, 20, 30 links in a web search, they can now have an executive summary." 

    
Most recent AI health users are looking for quick answers
Most Americans using AI tools for health purposes say they want immediate answers. In some cases, it helps them evaluate what kind of medical attention they need.
"It'll let me know if something's serious or not," Davis said of ChatGPT, which she typically consults before scheduling medical appointments.
The Gallup survey found about 7 in 10 U.S. adults who have used AI for health research in the past 30 days say they wanted quick answers, additional information or were simply curious. Majorities used it for research before seeing a doctor or after an appointment.

    
    
    



    
        




    




Rakesia Wilson, 39, in Theodore, Alabama, said she recently used AI to better understand her lab results after an endocrinologist visit. She also regularly uses ChatGPT and Microsoft Copilot to decide whether she needs to take time off for a doctor's appointment or can simply monitor an ailment.
"I just don't necessarily have the time if it's something that I feel is minor," said Wilson, who said she sometimes works up to 70-hour weeks as an assistant principal. 

    
    
    
Younger adults and lower-income users have used AI to bridge care gaps 
On the whole, the findings suggest that the rise of AI tools hasn't stopped people from seeking professional medical care. About 8 in 10 U.S. adults say they have sought out a doctor or other health care professional for health information in the past year, while about 3 in 10 say that about AI tools and chatbots, according to a KFF poll conducted in late February.
Similarly, a Pew Research Center survey conducted in October found that about 2 in 10 U.S. adults say they get health information at least sometimes from AI chatbots, while about 85% said the same about health care providers.
But there are indications that some Americans are using AI for health advice because they are struggling to obtain professional medical care, at a time when federal policy and market factors are worsening health costs and creating obstacles to access around the country.

    
A small but significant share of respondents in the Gallup study say they used AI because accessing health care was too expensive or inconvenient. About 4 in 10 wanted help outside of normal business hours, while about 3 in 10 did not want to pay for a doctor's visit. Roughly 2 in 10 did not have time to make an appointment, had felt ignored or dismissed by a provider in the past or were too embarrassed to talk to a person.
The KFF survey found that younger adults and lower-income people were more likely to say they used an AI tool or chatbot for health information because they could not afford the cost of seeing a provider or were having trouble accessing health care. 

    
Americans are divided on whether AI medical advice can be trusted 
Tech experts often warn that AI chatbots don't think for themselves -- and therefore can sometimes spout false information. Those concerns have trickled down even to frequent AI users.
About one-third of adults who had recently used AI for health information said they "strongly" or "somewhat" trust the accuracy of health information and advice generated by AI tools, according to the Gallup poll. About the same share, 34%, distrusted it, and another 33% neither trusted it nor distrusted it.

    
Dr. Bobby Mukkamala, an ear, nose and throat doctor and the president of the American Medical Association, said he loves when patients come in and have "more evolved questions than they used to have" because they used AI for research. But he said AI should be considered a tool and not a stand-in for medical care.
"It is an assistant but not an expert, and that's why physicians need to be involved in that care," he said.
There are also concerns about privacy, according to KFF. About three-quarters of U.S. adults said they are "very concerned" or "somewhat concerned" about the privacy of personal medical or health information that people provide to AI tools or chatbots.

    
Singh, of UC San Diego Health, said most AI tools have settings users can toggle to prevent their data from being used to train future models. But that requires user vigilance -- and not being careful can have consequences.
Last summer, for example, internet sleuths on Google discovered private ChatGPT conversations that had been indexed on a public website without the users realizing it.

Tamara Ruppart, a 47-year-old director in Los Angeles, said she is lucky enough to have doctors in her husband's family that she contacts instead of turning to AI. With her family history of breast cancer, using a chatbot for health advice feels too risky.
"Health care is something that's pretty serious," she said. "And if it's wrong, you could really hurt yourself."
___
Sanders reported from Washington.
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    How to spot and help someone in a mental health crisis




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A student views her cell phone at Ronald McNair Sr. High School, Aug. 7, 2025, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)]
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[image: Part of the 988helpline.org website is photographed on Feb. 3, 2023. (AP Photo/Jon Elswick, File)]
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            DEVI SHASTRI

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        Experts wish more people spotted the signs earlier: feeling overwhelmed, not feeling "like yourself," shifts in sleep, behavior and mood.
The United States has a mental health problem, data from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention show. More young people, especially girls, are reporting poor mental health. And while the national suicide rate fell slightly in 2024, it did so from one of its highest levels ever reported.
Mental health crises can happen abruptly or build to a tipping point over time. They can be fueled by a sudden loss or traumatic event, personal or societal upheaval, underlying health conditions, or any combination of factors.
Whatever the cause, experts say the best thing to do is to spark a conversation as early as possible and connect to a broader support system.
___
EDITOR'S NOTE: This story includes discussion of suicide. If you or someone you know needs help, the national suicide and crisis lifeline in the U.S. is available by calling or texting 988.
___

    
Recognize the signs of a crisis
Mental health professionals say what constitutes a crisis varies from person to person. But there are some key signals that could indicate someone is struggling, and they can be subtle at first.
"My crisis might not be your crisis, but what we do know is that -- however people define crisis -- there is a change in how they're feeling, a change in how they're behaving," said Dr. Theresa Miskimen Rivera, president of the American Psychiatric Association.
Crises can start as someone feeling depression or anxiety but not quite being able to pinpoint the cause, Miskimen Rivera said.
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[image: Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Autoimmune diseases can strike any part of the body, and mostly affect women. Here's what to know
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Calisthenics are making a comeback. Is body weight enough to get a good workout?
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[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Gut microbiome tests are everywhere. Should you get one?
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




Other signs can include:

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


-- Not enjoying or engaging in things they used to like.

    
    
    
-- Engaging less socially.
-- Sleep irregularities.
-- Decreased hygiene.
-- Increasing use of alcohol or drugs.
-- Extreme mood swings.
-- Talking about being a burden on others.
-- Feeling hopeless, wanting to die or kill themselves, having no reason to live.
If you see these changes, it's time for a conversation, experts say.

    
Prepare for the conversation
Crisis intervention experts recommend taking a moment to do some research and prepare before jumping into a conversation with someone in crisis. 
Tips and resources can be found on the websites of organizations including the National Alliance on Mental Illness, The Trevor Project, the American Psychological Association and 988, the U.S. mental health crisis hotline. You can also call, text or chat with 988 to get guidance on how to start a conversation.
"We get more than 10 million calls, chats and texts a year, and a lot those are actually people just looking for resources for someone in their life that's struggling," said Tia Dole, who oversees the lifeline.

    
How to have the conversation
Alex Boyd, director of crisis intervention at The Trevor Project, which runs a suicide prevention hotline for LGBTQ+ youth, breaks the initial conversation into four parts:
-- Start with an open-ended question that acknowledges the shift in behavior. For example: "I noticed you haven't been showing up to (the space we share) recently. I want to check in. What's going on?"
-- Express your care and concern for the person.
-- Ask what the crisis looks like for them. "What's been going on for you that has led you to (name the change in behavior)? What's changed for you? What are you concerned about?"
-- Acknowledge it is a tough time and ask directly: Are you having thoughts of suicide or self-harm? At this point, you should also think about other support and resources for the person. Your job is to support them, not treat them. Ask them: What would feel helpful right now?
Speak openly about suicide
It's a common myth that asking someone about whether they are contemplating suicide can put the thought in their mind, experts said. 
It may seem awkward or scary, but it's very important to ask people directly if they have plans to harm or kill themselves and if they intend to act on them. 
If they have a plan, Boyd recommends saying something like: "What would lead you to actually take that step? Because that sounds scary. I don't want that to happen. What would lead you to feel more escalated to act on the plan?"

    
If someone is in immediate danger of harming themselves or others, seek professional help immediately. Ideally, you can do this in collaboration with the person in crisis, with the goal of giving them agency and build their confidence to ask for help, Boyd said.
Calling 988 or another helpline can connect you to available crisis intervention teams or other specialized resources.
Phoning 911 or going to an emergency room are options, experts say, though not all emergency medical service personnel or dispatchers are trained in mental health intervention. 

    
Starting the conversation is only the beginning
Mental health crises are complex, experts say, and it is critical to understand cultural stigmas and other barriers that might be at play in starting a conversation.
For some, jumping right in with diagnostic words like "depression" and "anxiety" can cause the person to shut down, Dole said. Others might not say anything the first time you try to have a conversation, but come back days or weeks later to talk.
Dole recommends using "parallel activities" to take the pressure off the conversation. Creating space for a conversation about mental health while taking a walk or during a car ride can allow someone to open up without forcing eye contact or formality, she said.
It's important to validate and normalize the person's experience without minimizing it, experts said. Don't write anything off as "just a phase." Sharing your own experience can be helpful to a degree, but make sure not to make the conversation all about yourself.
True healing can take years
Your loved one may also need support as they navigate years of care and the complexities of the mental health care system. Their options may be limited based on whether they have insurance, where they live or their personal identity. They may have to try several therapists before they find the best fit.
"Getting help -- the traditional, clinical help -- is really hard," Dole said. "It takes perseverance to find a clinician."
She encouraged people to also consider leaning on other, nonmedical resources, including faith-based organizations, community centers and schools. 
Above all, don't let the news that a loved one is struggling taint your view of them.
"Being suicidal or having a mental health crisis does not diminish who they are as your loved one," Dole said. "They're still them."
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Health

    Hearing aids can seem like a big step. This NYC Ballet principal dancer doesn't regret taking it
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            A dancer with the New York City Ballet is among the first to wear hearing aids onstage, and more people could benefit from the technology. While hearing loss is common in older adults, it can happen at any age. (AP video/Shelby Lum)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Sara Mearns, principal dancer at New York City Ballet, wearing hearing aids on March 17, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Shelby Lum)]
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[image: Sara Mearns, principal dancer at New York City Ballet, warms up on March 17, 2026, in New York. (AP Photo/Shelby Lum)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Sara Mearns was missing her cues.
She couldn't hear what her dance partner was saying from across the studio. She was late for her entrances because the music sounded too soft.
Without telling anyone, she finally made an appointment to get her hearing checked.
Mearns learned that she had hearing loss. After years of isolation, she got the tools to make sense of a world that had gotten muffled.
Now, she's one of the first dancers with the New York City Ballet to wear hearing aids during performances.
"I feel like it's a whole new chapter of my life," Mearns, 40, said in an interview with the AP.
While hearing loss is common in older adults, it can happen at any age and can be caused by things like nerve damage, infection or head trauma. For Mearns, it may have been a blend of factors including genetics, medical conditions and exposure to loud noise.

    
Signs and symptoms of hearing loss
According to the National Institutes of Health, less than a fifth of American adults aged 20 to 69 who could benefit from wearing hearing aids have ever used them. That's due to lack of access, shame or embarrassment and just not knowing the symptoms.
"Hearing loss is often not detected by the person because what they can't hear, they don't know," said Dr. Anil Lalwani, a hearing expert with Columbia University Irving Medical Center.
Still, "there are a lot of symptoms of hearing loss that are not hearing less," said Dr. Maura Cosetti with Mount Sinai's New York Eye and Ear Infirmary. 
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[image: Ruth Wilson, whose has lupus, takes her prescription medications and supplements before going to work on Jan. 13, 2025, in Littleton, Mass. (AP Photo/David Goldman)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Autoimmune diseases can strike any part of the body, and mostly affect women. Here's what to know
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
            

                    
                        
   
    
        
            
    
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Over 2,000 members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) take part in a mass calisthenics exercise in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on May 15, 1943. (AP Photo/B.I. Sanders, File)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Calisthenics are making a comeback. Is body weight enough to get a good workout?
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[image: This photo provided by Tiny Health in October 2025 shows the company's swab for their gut health test. (Tiny Health via AP)]





        
    

    
        
        
        
        

        
    
        


    


  
    
        
            
                
                
                Gut microbiome tests are everywhere. Should you get one?
            

        
    
      





        




        
        

    
    
    
    
    
        
        
            
            
                
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                         
                                    
                                

                            
                        

            
        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

    
    
    
    


        

        


        

        

        
    


    


                    
                

        
    

    




    




One thing to look out for is saying "what" more often, and not being able to hear friends and family in noisy settings like restaurants. Other symptoms include ringing, a sensation like something is stuck in the ears or conversations sounding muffled.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


During the COVID-19 pandemic, Mearns couldn't hear conversations when people were wearing masks. 
"I realized that I was reading everybody's lips to understand what they were saying," she said.

    
    
    
If experiencing hearing loss, you have options
Experts say to let a doctor know if you think you may be experiencing symptoms of hearing loss. They can help you connect with an audiologist or an ear, nose and throat specialist to get a hearing test.
Cosetti with Mount Sinai said the Mimi Hearing Test app can be useful resource to get a sense of your hearing. Seeing a professional is the best way to figure out what's actually going on -- like whether your ears are just plugged up with wax or fluid.
Hearing aids fine-tune the sound signal that enters the brain, enhancing speech while lowering background noise. They can be expensive, but many are now available over the counter. Some Apple AirPods also can be used as hearing aids.
For more severe forms of hearing loss, doctors may recommend a device called a cochlear implant, which converts sounds into electrical signals that are sent to the brain. These include a surgically inserted component and can take months to get used to.

    
Hearing aids are an adjustment, but can be worth it
Mearns initially felt embarrassed to step into the booth for her hearing test, knowing she wouldn't be able to hear all the words. Her audiologist, Marta Gielarowiec, helped her understand what she was missing and guided her to appropriate hearing aids.
"It's definitely not a one size fits all. There is a lot of adjustment, tuning and calibration involved," said Gielarowiec, who runs a practice in New York. "Overall, the goal is to maximize the hearing that's left."
Addressing hearing loss can help boost mental health, improve communication and slow cognitive decline for people at high risk of dementia.

    
When Mearns walked out of her audiologist's office wearing her aids for the first time, she felt overwhelmed. She could hear the pattering of shoes on the ground, the chirping of birds across the street and the billowing of a flag a block behind her. Returning to her dressing room, she cried.
She can now hear the full might of the orchestra when she performs -- and take phone calls in her ears.
The life she was living before, she said, was exhausting. At the end of every day she was spent from the strain of asking people to repeat themselves and missing out on conversations and the punch lines of jokes.

    
"I don't want people to feel what I felt, where I was embarrassed and I was quiet about it," she said. "Because now that I'm on the other side, I'm so happy."
___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Department of Science Education and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    Tennessee Senate Passes Amended Trans Healthcare Tracking Bill




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: At the steps of the Tennessee State Capitol in Nashville Tenn., roughly two dozen protesters chanted and sang against HB 754 on April 7, 2026. (Martin B. Cherry/Nashville Banner via AP)]
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                                        As Tennessee State Senators came to the floor on Monday afternoon, about two dozen activists formed a wall in the hallway, singing to the lawmakers. 
"Whether you're cisgender 
"Whether you're trans
"Equal protection is the law of this land"
The group, led by the Tennessee Equality Project (TEP), was there to protest Senate Bill 676, a proposed state law that will likely require doctors to report on transgender related healthcare, ahead of its near-final vote.
Tensions have been high around a series of anti-LGBTQIA bills proposed this year. Activists have opposed the tracking bill throughout the session claiming that the policy would effectively "dox' transgender or other non-cisgender people even though the data reported to the state legislature by the bill would be in aggregate, not tied to individuals. Ahead of the House vote in March, activist Heather May was physically removed from the Capitol by state troopers. 

    
Dahron Annelise Johnson, co-chair of the Nashville Committee of TEP, said the bill was "inherently problematic" even if individual details are not tracked by the state. 
"This is a bill that gathers data on trans and gender diverse patients throughout the state, as well as providers," Johnson said ahead of the meeting. "It asks for details around prescriptions, around what's discussed in medical visits, around how long somebody has been in treatment or has been having gender care discussions with their providers." 



    
        




    




Among privacy concerns, Johnson is critical of the bill for singling out non-cisgender patients, though many cisgender patients also receive some of the same healthcare treatments, including taking hormone supplements like testosterone and estrogen for different conditions. 

    
    
    
To specifically target transgender patients, the bill is written to require health care providers and insurers to track gender transition and detransition treatments "including mental health treatment, medical interventions, and surgeries that stop, reverse, or help an individual cope with the effects of a gender transition procedure due to the resolution of any inconsistency between the individual's sex and the individual's perceived sex or perceived gender."

    
"All of that is a prognostication about what medical decision someone might make in the future," Johnson said. "So do we collect data on everybody who's taking hormones?" 
Sponsors Sen. Brent Taylor (R-Memphis) and Rep. Jeremy Faison (R-Cosby) say the bill is intended to provide public transparency into the number of trans patients who choose to detransition, to address unfair "one-way transitioning," and ensure patients can receive care if they choose to detransition. 
"What about the poor folks that took up this transition nonsense and they transitioned to a sex or a gender that they thought would solve their problem, and they just want to be left alone? They want to be able to go back to their birth gender," Taylor said. "Why the party that is always for universal healthcare and for choice -- they're for choice but only one way."

    
"I just find that curious," he added. 
After more than half an hour of debate, the Senate passed the bill 24 to 7, with every Democrat and Sen. John Stevens (R-Huntington) voting against. 
They also added a pair of amendments to allow the attorney general to investigate those who do not comply and to remove county-level data from the required report. Taylor said his amendment removing county data was inspired by a conversation with protesters who raised concerns about individual HIPAA rights if there are a limited number of transgender individuals in a lower-population county.
"(The amendment) just says that we will not report in the public-facing website the county in which someone transitions or detransitions," Taylor said, noting that Faison had agreed to the change. In order for the bill to pass, the House will have to take a second floor vote to reconcile the disparate versions of the bill. 
Protesters said ahead of the meeting that the amendment was a small victory, but that the bill is still part of an effort to intimidate the trans community and inch toward more restrictive policies in future sessions. 

    
Despite the apparent olive branch, Taylor also somewhat admonished protesters. 
"Those who protest our bills, I think would do better if they would engage with us and talk with us about what their concerns are rather than immediately screaming at us when we walk in the chamber, calling us fascists," Taylor said.
Democrats, including Sen. Raumesh Akbari (D-Memphis), criticized the bill, mentioning privacy concerns but also a provision of the bill that prohibits localities from banning conversion therapy. 
"It is unfair for us to legislate in a way that allows or bans the banning of behavior or treatment that could be harmful to someone," Akbari said. "There is ample evidence on the dangers of conversion therapy. ... There are dangers in forcing these young people to go into these programs." 

    
Akbari acknowledged her argument was an uphill battle following a U.S. Supreme Court decision earlier this month, which ruled states cannot ban conversion therapy, because it violates the First Amendment. 

Still, she argued that the state should not pass any policy that could push a vulnerable person to self-harm as they work through their gender identity. 
"This is not just a vanity decision, but instead it is life-affirming care," Akbari said.
___
This story was originally published by the Nashville Banner and distributed through a partnership with The Associated Press.
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    Humanoid robots show off their language and boxing skills in Hong Kong
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            What will the next generation of robots be able to do? In Hong Kong, the machines have been showing off their ability to teach, dance and even fight.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A humanoid robot manufactured by Novautek showcased at an exhibition in Hong Kong on Monday, April 13, 2026. (AP Photo/ Chan Long Hei)]
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            A humanoid robot manufactured by Novautek showcased at an exhibition in Hong Kong on Monday, April 13, 2026. (AP Photo/ Chan Long Hei)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A humanoid robot squares off against a visitor during a demonstration at an exhibition in Hong Kong on Monday, April 13, 2026. (AP Photo/ Chan Long Hei)]
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[image: A humanoid robot showcased at an exhibition in Hong Kong on Monday, April 13, 2026. (AP Photo/ Chan Long Hei)]
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[image: A member of staff touches the face of a humanoid robot showcased at an exhibition in Hong Kong on Monday, April 13, 2026. (AP Photo/ Chan Long Hei)]
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            A member of staff touches the face of a humanoid robot showcased at an exhibition in Hong Kong on Monday, April 13, 2026. (AP Photo/ Chan Long Hei)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A robot dog showcased at an exhibition in Hong Kong on Monday, April 13, 2026. (AP Photo/ Chan Long Hei)]
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            A robot dog showcased at an exhibition in Hong Kong on Monday, April 13, 2026. (AP Photo/ Chan Long Hei)
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                                        HONG KONG (AP) -- A humanoid robot about the size of a primary school student had something to share in Hong Kong -- it sang songs and spoke to people in Mandarin and English, answering whatever questions they posed and delighting the audience around it.
More than 100 robots were showcased at two exhibitions starting Monday at the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Center. The X2 Ultra robot from China's prominent humanoid robot manufacturer AGIBOT Innovation (Shanghai) Technology Co. was among them. 
When asked about its hobbies, the robot's list went from doing sports and dancing to studying technology and listening to music. Describing the people in front of it is no challenge either: "a woman holding a phone, a woman holding a bag and a phone, a man holding a camera," it said at one point.
Calvin Chiu, the chief operating officer of Novautek Autonomous Driving, AGIBOT's agent in Hong Kong, said that the robot can provide emotional satisfaction to humans through conversations and serve as a teacher to older adults and children. Different robots can be programmed with different personalities, too. 
"It would be like a friend," Chiu said. 

    
Chinese manufacturers among leading players 
In China, technology has evolved into an area of competition with the U.S., with national security implications. Beijing's latest five-year plan vows to "target the frontiers of science and technology." Speeding up the development of products like humanoid robots and their applications is part of the 2026-2030 plan for the world's second-largest economy.
Official data showed China had more than 140 humanoid-robot manufacturers and more than 330 models in 2025. 
London-based technology research and advisory group Omdia recently ranked three of them -- AGIBOT, Unitree Robotics and UBTech Robotics Corp. -- as the only first-tier vendors in its global assessment in terms of shipment numbers. They all shipped more than 1,000 units of general-purpose embodied intelligent robots last year, with the first two companies shipping more than 5,000 units, the report said. 
In February, humanoid robots were among the highlights of the CCTV Spring Festival gala in China, a television show celebrating the Lunar New Year. A martial arts performance by children and robots stole the spotlight. 



    
        




    




Diverse applications and manufacturing advantages
Some Chinese exhibitors flexed their advances at the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Center on Monday, showing robotic capabilities that ranged from talking to humans, punching and sand painting to doing backflips and catching suspects with nets during security patrol demonstrations.
Robert Chan, global strategy officer at EngineAI, based in Shenzhen, brought its PM01 robot to showcase its mobility, including doing a front flip. His company plans to launch two factories in China for mass production this year. 
He said that China enjoys advantages in certain areas, such as low-cost engineering. He also pointed to the pattern of sharing know-how between companies, unlike in the United States and Europe, where companies typically shield their own technology. 

    
    
    
Human-looking robots
Chan foresaw that the next stage of robotics would move toward robots featuring bodies looking like people, with more emotional exchanges and facial expressions, or even looking like they can breathe. That is about plugging the gap in robots' interactions with humans, he said. 
"The warmth and emotion exchange with the human being. Besides, helping humans to make the decision and helping humans to complete their task," he said. 
One company in the exhibition appears to be moving toward that direction. 
From a distance, three women appear to be greeting guests at an exhibition booth at one corner. Up close, they turn out to be humanoid robots that could be the future of customer service and museum tour guides.


    
Wang Zuhua, business director at Shenzhen DX Intech Technology Co., said that the company sold more than 400 robots designed with female features and soft synthetic faces. Some are already working in museums and government venues on the mainland, where they can lead guests to washrooms and offices or provide venue tours, he said.
Malaysian visitor Russel Lupang was amazed by their appearances and movements.
"It's beautiful, but not real feeling," he said.
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    Coachella looks like fun and glamour for influencers. Behind the scenes, they fiercely strategize




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Festivalgoers are seen during the first weekend of the Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival at the Empire Polo Club on Saturday, April 12, 2025, in Indio, Calif. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: Festivalgoers are seen during the first weekend of the Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival at the Empire Polo Club on Saturday, April 12, 2025, in Indio, Calif. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP, File)]



            
        
        
            
        
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            Festivalgoers are seen during the first weekend of the Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival at the Empire Polo Club on Saturday, April 12, 2025, in Indio, Calif. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Maren Morris performs with the Los Angeles Philharmonic during the first weekend of the Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival at the Empire Polo Club on Saturday, April 12, 2025, in Indio, Calif. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Sam Mintesnot had checked off everything she possibly could have from a long list of to-dos in preparation for the Coachella music festival. She crafted the best outfits, got her hair and nails done, booked a one-way ticket to Los Angeles and flew out on Tuesday with a spreadsheet full of ideas for videos she could post related to the festival. 
The only problem was that just days before the Coachella kicked off on Friday, she didn't have a ticket -- at least, not yet. 
Mintesnot is a content creator, and she was seeking an invitation from a brand to join them at the annual festival in Indio, California, that is sometimes called an "influencer Olympics." She posted across her social media platforms about her ticket-less journey in hopes of landing a pass to Coachella in exchange for posting videos about the brand and experience. 

    
"You never know what's going to happen," she said. "There's so many opportunities out there."
Coachella, rife with Instagrammable moments, is a mutually beneficial opportunity for creators and businesses alike. The social media content that comes out of the sprawling music festival screams spontaneity, but industrious planning is often buzzing behind the scenes weeks, or sometimes even months, in advance. Securing brand partnerships, lining up sponsored content opportunities and building out a content calendar require patience, strategic thinking and business acumen. 



    
        




    




Content creators are often the butt of jokes online for enterprising habits like shamelessly requesting access to events or free merchandise. But for some -- including Mintesnot -- it works. She received an invitation to the festival from YouTube on Wednesday, just two days before the two-weekend-long event began.

    
    
    
Monetizing music festival attendance
Coachella, in its 25th edition this year, has been an annual mainstay of internet culture. Both weekends of the festival are sold out, but global audiences can view a livestream on YouTube to see performances from headliners Sabrina Carpenter, Justin Bieber and Karol G, along with dozens of other artists. The video-sharing platform offers fans livestreams of seven stages simultaneously as well as creators' videos and other Coachella-related content.
Creators capture not only performance clips but everything else about their Coachella experience, from the glamorous brand events and freebies to the more mundane bathroom lines and food options. 
The festival is the largest marquee livestream music event YouTube does, said Matt McLernon, the company's senior manager of artist partnerships who has helmed its relationship with Coachella. 

    
"Seeing how much the creator side has breathed this whole additional life into it -- what's on the stage, the creators, the fans, the kind of intersection of all of them, of what happens from there -- it's really truly magical," he said. "There's as many cameras pointed at the actual artists on stage as there are amongst the crowd."
The monetization paths for creators vary. For fashion and beauty influencers, shopping tools that are built into platforms like TikTok and YouTube offer a way to earn commissions. This is a reliable route to a big payout for something like Coachella, where swaths of people are seeking outfit and makeup inspiration, or are just curious about the year's trends.

    
Magdaline Janet, a beauty YouTuber, said YouTube Shopping has allowed her to become a full-time content creator.
"It's huge because Coachella essentially is a beauty and fashion show along with music," she said.
For some creators, it pays off to purchase a ticket and travel independently for the festival, even without a brand invitation. The engagement they get from Coachella-related videos -- in the buildup, in real time and in retrospect -- often translates to a net profit. 
Sydney Morgan, a content creator known for her special effects makeup, bought her own ticket. She is staying in a rented home with her friends who are also content creators -- the Airbnb was specially selected to look good in videos and she created an itinerary to accommodate the group's respective filming plans, she said.

    
"Me and my friends like to joke that Coachella's our favorite holiday," Morgan said. The group was traveling to Indio on Wednesday to have a full day devoted to content creation before the musical sets kicked off. "We talk about it all year and we romanticize the crap out of it, and I know that our audience does the same thing, especially those that can't be there in person."
Audiences are curious, so creators 'keep 'em fed'
Morgan mapped out extensive plans for a long-form video focused on her festival fashion and several short-form videos.
Like Morgan, many creators go in with a plan for content they want to film during the festival, but as entertainment news host and content creator Louis Levanti said, the key to mastering the festival is a "willingness to adapt." Levanti is a full-time content creator but previously worked in digital video production and media, and he said he takes those skills into his content planning now.

    
"It's important to tell the story from your lens as quickly but as accurately and efficiently as possible," he said. "I do really think of it as a newsroom. I do look at every story as like, 'How do I build this into more than just a headline?'"
Levanti is also attending Coachella this year with YouTube, but he said there's value in using this year's festival to build relationships with other brands for future festivals and opportunities. Some brand deals, like Levanti's past Coachella collaborations with Coca-Cola and Absolut Vodka, can come with restrictions on what content creators can and cannot post and what other brands they can work with. 
"It's a great opportunity where there's no constraints or stress on me to make content, which makes it easier for me to do that while also appealing to more brands," he said. 

While the brands at the festival, the fashion trends and artist lineups change with each year, the constant at Coachella is an insatiable appetite online for any and all festival-related content. And these creators are eager to let their prep work pay off to meet that demand. 
"We want to feed the audience, keep 'em fed, give them good content and have fun while doing it," Morgan said.
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    Jury finds Instagram and YouTube liable in a landmark social media addiction trial




                    

                

            
    
        

        
        
            
                
            
        
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    A jury in New Mexico found on Tuesday that the social media giant's platforms are harmful to children's mental health and imposed a $375 million penalty. While the fine is a tiny fraction of Meta's $201 billion revenue in 2025, the verdict illustrates a growing shift in the public's perception of social media companies and their responsibilities in keeping young people safe on their platforms.
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Meta and YouTube must pay millions in damages to a 20-year-old woman after a jury decided the social media giant and video streamer designed their platforms to hook young users without concern for their well being.
The California jury's decision Wednesday in a first-of-its-kind lawsuit could influence the outcome of thousands of similar lawsuits accusing social media companies of deliberately causing harm.
The plaintiff, known by her initials KGM, testified at trial that she became addicted to social media as a child and that this addiction exacerbated her mental health struggles. After more than 40 hours of deliberations, a majority of jurors agreed and awarded her $3 million in damages. 
Jurors later recommended an additional $3 million in punitive damages after deciding the companies acted with malice, oppression or fraud in harming children with their platforms. The judge has final say over how much damages are awarded.

    
It's the second verdict against Meta this week, after a jury in New Mexico determined the company harms children's mental health and safety, in violation of state law.



    
        




    




Meta, the parent of Instagram and Facebook, and Google-owned YouTube issued statements disagreeing with the verdict and vowed to explore their legal options, which include appeals. 

    
    
    
Google spokesperson Jose Castaneda said the verdict misrepresents YouTube "which is a responsibly built streaming platform, not a social media site." A Meta spokesperson said teen mental health is "profoundly complex and cannot be linked to a single app."

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Mary Rodee holds a photo of her son Riley after the verdict in a landmark trial over whether social media platforms deliberately addict and harm children at Los Angeles Superior Court, Wednesday, March 25, 2026, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/William Liang)]
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Peter Ormerod, an associate professor of law at Villanova University, called the verdict "a momentous development" but noted it's just "one step in a much longer saga" and that he doesn't expect to see large changes to the platforms immediately.
"I don't think it is an unequivocal victory and I think there's a long way to go before you see something akin to the master settlement that this is often analogized to in the tobacco and opioid litigation," he said. To get to that kind of significant change in the platforms' operation, Ormerod said Meta and YouTube would likely have to lose their legal arguments on appeal and additional bellwether trials, or test cases, like this one would have to go against them. 

    
Both Meta and YouTube were negligent, jury says, but Meta bears more responsibility
The jury determined that Meta and YouTube were negligent in the design or operation of their respective platforms, and that the negligence was a substantial factor in causing harm to the plaintiff. 
They also determined each company knew their platforms could be dangerous when used by a minor, and agreed that they failed to adequately warn of that danger, further contributing to the plaintiff's harm. 
Only nine of the 12 jurors had to agree on each claim against each defendant. Two jurors consistently disagreed with the other 10 on whether the companies should be held liable, but a majority of the jury agreed on all seven claims against each company. 
The jurors also decided Meta held more responsibility for harm to KGM, or Kaley, as her lawyers called her during the trial. The jury said Meta shouldered 70% of the responsibility while YouTube bore the remaining 30%. That division was reflected in the breakdown of the $3 million in punitive damages, with the jury deciding on $2.1 million from Meta and $900,000 from YouTube. 

    
Meta and YouTube were the two remaining defendants in the case. TikTok and Snap settled before the trial began. 
One juror, who did not feel comfortable sharing her full name, said to reporters outside the courtroom that Mark Zuckerberg's testimony, and how he "changed it back and forth," did not "sit well" with the jury.
She also said they landed on the $6 million in damages even though some jurors were advocating for a higher amount because they were concerned about giving the sole plaintiff a larger lump sum all at once. But the jury still wanted the companies to understand they felt their practices were not acceptable. 
"We wanted them to feel it," she said. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Attorney Mark Lanier speaks during a news conference after the verdict in a landmark trial over whether social media platforms deliberately addict and harm children at Los Angeles Superior Court, Wednesday, March 25, 2026, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/William Liang)]
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The plaintiff was on social media all day from the age of 6
Jurors listened to about a month of lawyers' arguments, testimony and evidence, and they heard from Kaley, as well as Meta leaders Zuckerberg and Adam Mosseri. YouTube's CEO, Neal Mohan, was not called to testify. 
Kaley said she began using YouTube at age 6 and Instagram at age 9. She told the jury she was on social media "all day long" as a child.
Lawyers representing Kaley, led by Mark Lanier, were tasked with proving that the respective defendants' negligence was a substantial factor in causing Kaley's harm. They pointed to specific design features they said are designed to "hook" young users, like the "infinite" nature of feeds that allowed for an endless supply of content, autoplay features, and notifications. 
The jurors were told not to take into account the content of the posts and videos Kaley viewed because tech companies are shielded from legal responsibility for posted content, based on Section 230 of the 1996 Communications Decency Act.

    
Social media identified as substantial factor in causing harm
Meta argued that Kaley's mental health struggles were not connected to her social media use and pointed to her turbulent home life. Meta also said "not one of her therapists identified social media as the cause" of her mental health issues. But the plaintiffs did not have to prove that social media caused Kaley's struggles -- only that it was a "substantial factor" in causing her harm. 
YouTube focused more on the nature of the platform, arguing that it's a video platform akin to television rather than a social media platform. The company also mentioned her declining YouTube use as she aged. According to their data, she spent about one minute a day on average watching YouTube Shorts since its inception. YouTube Shorts, which launched in 2020, delivers short-form, vertical videos with the "infinite scroll" feature that plaintiffs argued was addictive. 
Lawyers representing both platforms also pointed to their safety features and guardrails for users to monitor and customize their use. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Lori Schott, center right, embraces Mary Rodee after the verdict in a landmark trial over whether social media platforms deliberately addict and harm children at Los Angeles Superior Court, Wednesday, March 25, 2026, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/William Liang)]
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The California case could influence others
The Los Angeles case was filed by a single plaintiff against Meta, YouTube, TikTok and Snap. After the latter two settled, her lawyers argued that Meta and YouTube were addictive by design, and that they especially target young users.
"The reason why this case is consequential is not the individual case, but the way that it's a bellwether test case that might guide the resolution of other lawsuits," said Sarah Kreps, a professor and director of Cornell University's Tech Policy Institute. 

"There are thousands pending, and hundreds in California. So the concern if you're a social media platform is, as this case goes, so might these others," she said. "I think the reason why they would be concerned, and I've seen this analogy with the tobacco lawsuits, is that once you have this type of verdict in one case, it just opens the floodgates for so many more."
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    Raffle winner thrilled to claim a $1 million Picasso with a $117 ticket




                    

                

            
    
        

        
        
            
                
            
        
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    A Parisian art enthusiast has won a Pablo Picasso painting with a $117 raffle ticket. Ari Hodara was thrilled to learn he won following Tuesday's draw at Christie's auction house in Paris. (AP video shot by Nicolas Garriga)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- A Parisian art enthusiast could not believe his luck when he found out Tuesday he'd won a Pablo Picasso painting worth $1 million with a $117 raffle ticket. 
"How do I check that it's not a hoax?" said Ari Hodara, 58, after organizers called him following the draw at Christie's auction house in the French capital.
Hodara described himself as an art amateur fond of Picasso and said he bought his ticket over the weekend after finding out about the charity raffle by chance during a meal in a restaurant. 
"First, I will tell the news to my wife, who has yet to return from work," said Hodara, a sales engineer. "And at first, I think I'll take advantage of it and keep it."
The third iteration of the "1 Picasso for 100 euros" lottery was for Picasso's "Head of a Woman," a portrait of Picasso's longtime muse and partner Dora Maar. The gouache-on-paper was painted by the artist in 1941.

    
The online draw offered the chance to win a $1 million portrait by the Spanish artist in aid of Alzheimer's research. 

            
                
                    

    
        
    


        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Peri Cochin, co-founder of the "1 Picasso for 100 euros" poses next to Head of a Woman by Pablo Picasso, painted in 1941, in Paris, Friday, April 10, 2026, ahead of a lottery in which the painting is being raffled off to raise money for Alzheimer]
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Organizers said all 120,000 tickets were sold worldwide, netting 12 million euros ($14 million). Of that, 1 million euros will be paid to the Opera Gallery, an international art dealership that owned the painting.


Gilles Dyan, the gallery founder, said he offered a preferential price for the painting, with the public price at 1.45 million euros. 
The first raffle in 2013 saw a Pennsylvania man who worked at a fire-sprinkler business win "Man in the Opera Hat," which the Spanish master painted in 1914 during his Cubist period.

    
    
    
The oil-on-canvas "Still Life" was raffled off in 2020 and won by Claudia Borgogno, an accountant in Italy whose son bought her the ticket as a Christmas present.
Painted in 1921, that painting was purchased for the raffle from billionaire art collector David Nahmad, who argued in an interview with The Associated Press that Picasso would have approved of his work being raffled. Picasso died in 1973.

    
The Alzheimer Research Foundation, the charity raffle's organizer, is based in one of Paris' leading public hospitals and says it has become France's leading private financier of Alzheimer-related medical research since its founding in 2004.

Organizers said the two previous Picasso raffles raised a total of more than 10 million euros for cultural work in Lebanon and water and hygiene programs in Africa.
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    A dispatch from inside the Vatican bubble during a remarkable exchange between pope and president
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            Pole Leo XIV emphasised dialogue between faiths during Africa trip.
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            Pope Leo XIV preached a message of peace Thursday in the epicenter of a separatist conflict considered one of the world's most neglected crises.

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Pope Leo XIV speaks to journalists aboard his flight bound for Algiers' Houari Boumediene International Airport on Monday, April 13, 2026, at the start of an 11-day apostolic journey to Africa. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool Photo via AP)]
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            Pope Leo XIV speaks to journalists aboard his flight bound for Algiers' Houari Boumediene International Airport on Monday, April 13, 2026, at the start of an 11-day apostolic journey to Africa. (Alberto Pizzoli/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                        ABOARD THE PAPAL PLANE (AP) -- There is an odd sense of isolation when you are covering Pope Leo XIV from inside the Vatican's traveling press pool: Escorted from venue to venue with police motorcades that clear even the most congested of traffic jams, it's a membership that has many privileges.
But during Leo's epic four-nation trip to Africa, being inside the Vatican "bubble" has been an almost surreal experience, as an unprecedented back-and-forth plays out between U.S. President Donald Trump and history's first American pope.
Every morning this week, waking up to developments in Washington from the evening before, the questions have abounded: Will Leo bite? How will he address the latest criticism, if at all, while focusing on the Africa program he has planned?
That was certainly the case on Wednesday, as Leo, the Vatican delegation and a pool of around 70 accredited reporters boarded the ITA Airways charter for the second leg of Leo's 11-day odyssey -- the flight from Algiers, Algeria to Yaounde, Cameroon.

    
Much to the reporters' delight, Leo had responded head-on to Trump at the start of the trip when he gamely came to the back of the plane and greeted journalists traveling April 13 from Rome to Algiers. He responded to those who asked him about Trump's Truth Social post a day earlier, in which the U.S. president had accused him of being soft on crime, cozy with the left and owed his papacy to Trump.



    
        




    




Trump was responding to Leo's calls for peace, in reference to the Iran war, and comments that Trump's threat to annihilate Iranian civilization were "truly unacceptable."
Stopping to chat as he made his way from row to row that first day, Leo had told journalists that he was merely preaching the Gospel when he called for peace and criticized war, and that he didn't fear the Trump administration.

    
    
    
A comment about peace
On Tuesday, on the short flight from Algiers to Annaba, the ancient city of Hippo, Leo stayed in the front of the plane where the Vatican delegation sits, dashing the Vatican pool's hopes for another Trump vs. Leo news cycle. 
On Wednesday, with a five-hour flight ahead of us to Cameroon, excitement grew in economy class when Vatican personnel came to the back of the plane, readied the microphone and did sound checks to make sure the whole cabin could hear.
Emerging from behind the curtain, Leo didn't take questions from reporters and kept his remarks focused on his just-concluded visit to Algeria, where he honored the legacy of his spiritual inspiration, St. Augustine of Hippo.

    
In brief remarks standing at the front of the cabin, Leo didn't refer to war or Trump. But he spoke in terms that could suggest the latest overnight lobs from Washington certainly hadn't gone unnoticed. Perhaps tellingly, he spoke exclusively in English.
Trump had kept up the criticism on Truth Social, while U.S. Vice President JD Vance, a Catholic convert, said that Leo should "be careful" when speaking about theology.
For starters, Leo noted the sign of "goodness," "generosity," and "respect" that the Algerian government showed him in welcoming him on the first-ever papal visit. He said that the Algerian honors had included a full military aerial escort of the papal plane through Algerian airspace.

    
He also recalled his visit to the Great Mosque in Algiers, which he said was a significant way to show that "although we have different beliefs, we have different ways of worshipping, we have different ways of living, we can live together in peace."
He said that St. Augustine's message of searching for God, searching for truth, building bridges and seeking unity and community "is something which the world needs to hear today and that together we can continue to offer in our witness as we continue on this apostolic voyage."

    
A papal press pool
Like other heads of state, the pope travels internationally with both his own media team as well as a group of external news organizations that pay, oftentimes handsomely, to have their reporters travel aboard the papal plane and have special access to cover his events. The Associated Press is always on the plane, paying for as many as four journalists per trip.
Being inside the Vatican bubble has journalistic advantages and disadvantages. You get the best access and are traveling under the Vatican's security umbrella, meaning there's little or no hassle from local security organizers. The Vatican facilitates visas and local SIM cards in advance, and arranges hotels and local transportation, allowing reporters to focus on the news rather than logistics.
Journalists in the bubble get the pope's speeches ahead of time and have occasional access to delegation members, as well as other information in real time from the Vatican spokesman.
But the real reason news organizations choose to spend thousands of dollars per journalist, per trip, to be on the papal plane is to be on hand for the pope's news conferences. The only time a pope holds such briefings with journalists is at an altitude of 35,000 feet (around 10,000 meters)

    
Who could forget Pope Francis' famous line on his maiden trip as pope, in 2013 to Rio de Janeiro, when he uttered the line "Who am I to judge," when he was asked about a purportedly gay priest.
The downside of being in the Vatican bubble is obvious for many of the same reasons it's helpful: You are removed from local reality, whether in Algeria or Alaska, and rarely have time to do the type of on-the-ground reporting that makes a news report balanced.
Those news organizations that have the resources have teams on the ground producing such content, or journalists within the bubble break away to do their own reporting, so that the end result is a healthy combination of official Vatican information and local input.
But when the real drama involving the pope is occurring thousands of miles and time zones away, being in the Vatican bubble is a somewhat jarring experience. The news everyone wants to know isn't necessarily what the pope has on his agenda.
But on this trip, the first by an American pope to Africa, being in the Vatican bubble certainly had its advantages. The next stop is Angola. Who knows what Leo will have to say.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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    China raises pressure on underground Catholics to join official church, Human Rights Watch finds




                    

                

    


    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man walks out from a pavilion near the Xishiku Catholic Church during a rainy day in Beijing, May 9, 2025. (AP Photo/Andy Wong, File)]
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[image: Pastor Ezra Jin Mingri leads a class on the basics of Christian beliefs at Zion Church in Beijing, Aug. 4, 2018. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan, File)]
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            Pastor Ezra Jin Mingri leads a class on the basics of Christian beliefs at Zion Church in Beijing, Aug. 4, 2018. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan, File)

            
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
        
        
            
                
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A person prays at the Xishiku Catholic Church, in Beijing, May 9, 2025. (AP Photo/Andy Wong, File)]
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            A person prays at the Xishiku Catholic Church, in Beijing, May 9, 2025. (AP Photo/Andy Wong, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Chinese authorities are increasing pressure on underground Catholic communities to join the state-controlled official church while tightening surveillance and travel restrictions on all of China's estimated 12 million Catholics, a rights group said Wednesday.
The detailed report from Human Rights Watch said the heightened pressure was part of a decade-old campaign to ensure that religious denominations and independent churches are loyal to the officially atheist Communist Party, a claim the Chinese government rejected, saying the group is "consistently biased against China."
China's Catholics have been divided between an official, state-controlled church that didn't recognize papal authority and an underground church that remained loyal to Rome through decades of persecution. 
Pope Francis, in 2018, sought to ease Vatican-China tensions with a deal giving the state-controlled church a say in naming bishops -- a task traditionally exclusive to the pope. 

    
Despite that deal, "Catholics in China face escalating repression that violates their religious freedoms," said Yalkun Uluyol, a China researcher at Human Rights Watch. "Pope Leo XIV should urgently review the agreement and press Beijing to end the persecution and intimidation of underground churches, clergy, and worshippers."



    
        




    




The Vatican spokesman, Matteo Bruni, didn't immediately respond Wednesday when asked to comment on the report.

    
    
    
In a statement sent to The Associated Press, the Chinese Foreign Ministry Spokesperson's Office said Human Rights Watch "fabricates all manner of lies and rumors, and lacks any credibility whatsoever." It added that the government "oversees religious affairs in accordance with the law and protects citizens' freedom of religious belief and normal religious activities."
Human Rights Watch said its researchers are not allowed into China. It said its report is based on input from people outside China "who had firsthand knowledge of Catholic life in China," as well as experts on religious freedom and Catholicism in China.

    
Under the 2018 agreement, Beijing proposes candidates for bishop that the pope can then veto, though the agreement's full text has never been made public. 
Last June, a month after becoming pope, Leo made his first appointment of a Chinese bishop under the agreement. And in a subsequent interview, Leo specified that he would continue with the agreement "in the short term."
"I'm also in ongoing dialogue with a number of people, Chinese, on both sides of some of the issues that are there," Leo said. " It's a very difficult situation. In the long term, I don't pretend to say this is what I will and will not do, but after two months, I've already begun having discussions at several levels on that topic."
Since 2018, according to Human Rights Watch, Chinese authorities have pressured underground Catholic communities to join the state-controlled Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association "by arbitrarily detaining, forcibly disappearing ... and subjecting underground Catholic bishops and priests to house arrest."

    
The report described some of those actions, attributed to people who had left China and who were not named in the report.
The government has also intensified ideological control, surveillance, restrictions on religious activities, and foreign ties in official churches, according to Human Rights Watch. It said that regulations adopted in December subject foreign travel by Catholic clergy to state approval.
The Chinese government officially recognizes five religions -- Buddhism, Taoism, Catholicism, Protestantism and Islam -- and tightly supervises them.
In 2016, President Xi Jinping said he would "Sinicize" the country's religions -- increasing oversight and ideological control in a bid to align religious practice with the Communist Party's ideology and leadership.
Since then, Human Rights Watch asserted, the authorities have demolished hundreds of church buildings or the crosses atop them, prevented adherents from gathering in unofficial churches, restricted access to the Bible, and confiscated religious materials not authorized by the government.

    
The Sinicization campaign has also meant severe repression of Tibetan Buddhism and Islam , Human Rights Watch said.
In October, a pastor of a prominent underground Christian church was detained, according to his daughter, a church pastor and a group that monitors religion in China.
They said Pastor Ezra Jin Mingri of the Zion Church was detained at his home in Guangxi province, along with dozens of other church leaders across China. 
Zion Church is among the largest so-called underground or house churches that are unregistered with the Chinese authorities. They defy government restrictions requiring believers to worship only in registered congregations.
Last month, ChinaAid -- a U.S.-based group advocating for religious freedom in China -- urged U.S. President Donald Trump to demand Mingri's release ahead of his planned meeting with Xi in May.

    
"The Chinese Communist Party has escalated its systematic campaign to eradicate independent religious life," said Bob Fu, ChinaAid's president. "The United States must respond with consequences -- not just concern."
___
AP Vatican correspondent Nicole Winfield in Yaounde, Cameroon, and E. Eduardo Castillo, in Beijing, contributed to this report.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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    What a new Gallup poll shows about young men's religious revival
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[image: Followers of the Christian podcast, "Girls Gone Bible," cry during the live show held at the Atlanta Symphony Hall, Nov. 14, 2025, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski, File)]
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            DEEPA BHARATH

        
                
                    
                     
                
            

        
    

                                        A new Gallup poll released Thursday shows more young men in the U.S. say religion is "very important" in their lives compared to young women -- the first time young men have surpassed young women on this measure of religiosity going back 25 years.
Gallup's latest data shows that 42% of men in the U.S. ages 18-29 said religion is very important to them, a notable increase from 28% in 2022-2023. Over the same time, young women's attachment to religion has stayed low, at about 30%. 

    
    
    
This marks the first time young men have overtaken women by a big margin on this measure, which goes back to 2000. Gallup reports aggregate findings every two years to ensure the estimates are stable. 
Several decades ago, young women were much more attached to religion than young men, but that's shifted over the years. More recently, young men and women's religiosity was roughly similar. The new increase in young men's religiosity also in contrast to the minimal change seen since 2022-2023 among older men and women. 
The gender gap reversal is only happening among adults under 30, according to Gallup's data. Among adults aged 30 and older, women remain more religious than men.

    
Republican young men grow more religious
Much of the growth in religiosity is happening among young Republicans. The data shows that since 2022-2023, religious attendance has increased among Republican young men and women compared to Democratic men and women. The percentage of young Republican men who attend church, synagogue, mosque or temple at least weekly has been rising since 2019, while young Democratic men's attendance has largely fallen.
There's a similar pattern among women. Now, only about one-quarter of Democratic women under 30 attend church at least monthly, compared to about 6 in 10 young Republican women.
Political scientist Ryan Burge of Washington University in St. Louis, a leading researcher into religious trends and a longtime pastor in the American Baptist Church, said to see the gender gap with religion reversed in Gen Z adults "represents a seismic change in society and the future of the church."



    
        




    




"It could change the way children are raised," he said, which could affect the future of the country's religious landscape if more men are raising religious children.

    
    
    
Burge says young men are more drawn to religion now because it is a space where they feel more accepted in a world where other institutions are "less interested in white men compared to women and people of color."
"It's the only place where you don't have to apologize for being a white man," he said. "American religion is very white male dominated and young men are drawn to institutions that elevate them and give them influence and power."

    
Young men and women diverge on moral questions
Other surveys suggest that young men also diverge from young women on some important moral questions. 
Pew Research Center surveys conducted in March 2025 found about 4 in 10 men under 30 say divorce is morally wrong, compared to only about 2 in 10 young women. Even more men under 30, about half, say abortion is morally wrong, compared to only about one-third of women the same age. Young men are also likelier than young women to say homosexuality is morally wrong, although both groups are substantially less likely than older men and women to hold this view.

    
While young men stand out on the morality of divorce -- only about 2 in 10 men or women under 65 say this is morally wrong -- young women are less likely than other men and women to see abortion as morally wrong. 
Other Gallup surveys have found that young women are more likely to identify as politically liberal than in the past. This shift is also happening at a time when women are becoming increasingly averse to religion, Burge said. 
"Women are viewing religion as patriarchal," he said. "Abortion is illegal in many states because of Christianity and young women tend to be progressive on issues such as abortion and LGBTQ rights. It feels repressive to them."
Still, some young women continue to embrace male-led faiths.

    
Rabbi says people are seeking belonging in dark times
Rabbi Nicole Guzik serves as co-senior rabbi with her husband Erez Sherman at Sinai Temple in Los Angeles, which follows the values of Conservative Judaism. She said membership at her 5,000-strong congregation has seen a steady, significant increase since after the pandemic and Hamas' Oct. 7 attack on Israel.
Guzik hasn't seen a gender gap in her congregation with regard to religiosity or attendance, but said she is happy to hear more people are giving importance to religion because "faith has a role to play in shaping people's identities, especially in an increasingly dark and polarized world." 
"It's about being in a place of belonging and inspiration," she said. "People are seeking something right now. There's a crisis of loneliness and mental health. Social media and AI are not helping. I'm glad that religious institutions are able to provide some semblance of light in these times."

    
Overall decline in religiosity may be slowing
Gallup senior scientist Frank Newport, who has studied the gender gap in religiosity over decades, said another important finding is that church attendance is more or less the same for both genders.
"One of the dominant trends we've observed in recent years has been a decline in religiosity among Americans," he said. "Now, in young people, we're seeing that decline beginning to stop. That's pretty significant."
But while age doesn't have a major impact when it comes to church attendance for men, young women are much less likely than older women to attend church at least once a month, the poll found.
___
The Gallup results are based on two-year averages from their monthly live telephone surveys that are conducted among approximately 1,000 U.S. adults. The 2024 to 2025 results for the question about the importance of religion are based on 4,015 U.S. adults, including 295 men aged 18 to 29 and 145 women aged 18 to 29. The margin of error for young men is +-7 percentage points for young men and +-10 percentage points for young women on that question.
___

Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
___
AP polling editor Amelia Thomson-DeVeaux contributed.
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    Vance asiste a foro derechista Turning Point, donde algunos participantes lo critican
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                                        ATHENS, Georgia, EE.UU. (AP) -- Recien llegado de un maratonico viaje a Pakistan que no logro alcanzar un acuerdo para poner fin a la guerra con Iran, el vicepresidente JD Vance volo a esta ciudad universitaria de Georgia para una visita al campus organizada por el grupo derechista Turning Point USA.
Pero, en lugar de exhibir la energia juvenil que la organizacion aprovecho para devolver al presidente Donald Trump a la Casa Blanca hace menos de dos anos, hubo una arena mayormente vacia, preguntas incomodas y criticas inusualmente duras.
El acto confirmo la dificultad de Trump para vender la guerra y cuanto ha complicado su propia suerte politica al arremeter contra el papa Leon XIV y publicar un meme en redes sociales que lo representaba como Jesus.
"Si vote por Trump. Ya no soy partidario de Trump", declaro Joseph Bercher, un catolico que dijo estar contento de que el pontiifice expreso su oposicion a la guerra con Iran.

    
Bercher senalo que el meme de Jesus, que el presidente retiro el lunes tras una inusual reaccion adversa de conservadores, fue una "senal de alerta" que indicaba el verdadero caracter de Trump.



    
        




    




"Se ve a si mismo como un demagogo o como alguien a quien hay que adorar", manifesto Bercher.
C.J. Santini, recien graduado de Liberty University, una escuela evangelica en Virginia, dijo que no tenia una opinion sobre si Iran estaba realmente cerca de fabricar un arma nuclear y, por lo tanto, necesitaba ser atacado. Pero se rio y nego con la cabeza cuando le preguntaron por los ataques de Trump al papa.
"Es simplemente estupido, estupido", dijo, y lo califico como una "distraccion" de la agenda de Trump en Iran y en el pais.

    
    
    
El estadio mayormente vacio contrasta con los mitines de 2024
Muchos de los asistentes se pusieron ropa de Turning Point, gorras de Trump y articulos en rojo, blanco y azul para el evento. Sin embargo, los superaban por mas de 2 a 1 los asientos vacios en lo que ni siquiera es el foro mas grande de este extenso campus, situado a unos 90 minutos en auto del centro de Atlanta.
Vance, veterano de la Infanteria de Marina que sirvio en Irak, reconocio que no todos los jovenes conservadores estan entusiasmados con otra guerra en Oriente Medio.
"No estoy diciendo que tengan que estar de acuerdo conmigo en todos los temas", le dijo Vance al publico joven. "Lo que digo es que no se desconecten".

    
El vicepresidente respondio preguntas del ejecutivo de Turning Point Andrew Kolvet en lugar de Erika Kirk, quien comenzo a dirigir la organizacion tras el asesinato de su esposo Charlie Kirk. Kolvet dijo que Erika Kirk cancelo presencia debido a amenazas no especificadas que habia recibido.
Vance, cuya presencia garantizo una importante proteccion del Servicio Secreto y de otras fuerzas del orden alrededor del recinto, dijo que temia que el evento se cancelara por completo.
Kolvet le pregunto a Vance directamente sobre la guerra y las agrias palabras de Trump contra Leon. Las preguntas del publico fueron mas agresivas. Un asistente abucheo a Vance por la guerra en Gaza, y otra persona lo presiono sobre el manejo del gobierno de los archivos de Jeffrey Epstein.

    
En el publico, incluso algunos oyentes favorables a Vance ofrecieron matices y criticas.
"El papa tiene que mantenerse fuera de la politica", dijo Jessie Williams, metodista. Pero senalo que su madre es catolica, y comento que entiende por que los catolicos se estremecen cuando Trump llama al papa "debil" y sugiere que el primer pontifice nacido en Estados Unidos fue elegido solo como contrapeso a Trump.
Williams califico el meme de Trump como de mal gusto.
"No me gusta, pero es... ?que podemos hacer?", expreso Williams. "Es un hombre adulto, va a hacer lo que quiera".
Blake McCluggage, bautista, indico que no aprobaba el meme ni el mensaje grosero de Trump del Domingo de Pascua que amenazo con destruir a toda la civilizacion irani.
La amenaza provoco criticas del papa quien califico los comentarios del mandatario como "verdaderamente inaceptables".
Sin embargo, McCluggage dijo: "Aun asi se puede ser republicano" pese a discrepar con Trump.

    
Vance ajusta sus comentarios sobre el papa
Un dia antes de ir a Georgia, Vance intento restarle importancia al meme, riendose y diciendo que era una broma que "mucha gente no estaba entendiendo". Tambien parecio hacerse eco de la afirmacion de Trump de que Leon deberia concentrarse menos en los asuntos globales.
"Seria mejor que el Vaticano se cinera a asuntos de moral, a lo que esta pasando en la Iglesia catolica, y que el presidente de Estados Unidos se cina a dictar la politica publica estadounidense", sostuvo Vance en una entrevista con Fox News.
En el escenario en Athens, cambio sus argumentos y apunto que recibe con agrado los comentarios de Leon aunque no este de acuerdo con ellos.
"Como minimo, invita a la conversacion", dijo Vance, quien se convirtio al catolicismo en la adultez.
Aun asi, Vance volvio a cuestionar al pontifice, al rechazar especificamente su afirmacion de que Dios no escucha las oraciones de quienes hacen la guerra. Leon citaba las Escrituras del libro del Antiguo Testamento de Isaias. Vance pregunto si Dios estaba del lado de las fuerzas aliadas en la Segunda Guerra Mundial cuando liberaron a sobrevivientes judios de los campos de exterminio nazis.


    
"Ciertamente creo que la respuesta es si", dijo Vance. Cuando Leon mezcla asuntos globales y teologia, anadio Vance, "es muy importante que el papa sea cuidadoso".
___________________________________
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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    Familias estadounidenses impugnan ley italiana que limita ciudadania por ascendencia
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                                        ROMA (AP) -- Dos familias estadounidenses acudieron el martes al maximo tribunal de Italia para impugnar el alcance de una ley aprobada hace un ano por el gobierno de Giorgia Meloni que limita las solicitudes de ciudadania a los descendientes de italianos separados por mas de dos generaciones.
Su abogado, Marco Mellone, argumento ante la Corte de Casacion que la ley deberia aplicarse solo a personas nacidas despues de que entro en vigor, lo que potencialmente abriria una via hacia la ciudadania para millones de personas que viven en Estados Unidos y en partes de America Latina. Otro abogado represento a descendientes de italianos de Venezuela.
Se espera una decision en las proximas semanas por parte de un panel ampliado, que hace que el fallo sea vinculante para los tribunales inferiores.
Un decreto del actual gobierno conservador en marzo de 2025 freno las normas anteriores que permitian solicitar la ciudadania italiana a cualquiera que pudiera demostrar ascendencia posterior a la formacion de Italia en 1861. El tribunal constitucional de Italia dictamino el mes pasado que la nueva ley es valida, pero Mellone sostuvo que el tribunal supremo tiene la facultad de aclarar el alcance de la ley.

    
"Las familias involucradas en este caso son simplemente descendientes... de un antepasado italiano que emigro a finales del siglo XIX a Estados Unidos, como millones de otras personas, de otros italianos", declaro Mellone antes de la audiencia. "Hoy estan invocando su derecho a la ciudadania italiana".



    
        




    




El caso de Mellone aclararia los derechos de ciudadania de los descendientes de unos 14 millones de italianos que emigraron entre 1877 y 1914, segun estadisticas del Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, y mas alla.

    
    
    
Aunque el caso de Mellone involucra a dos familias, otra docena de personas cuyas solicitudes de ciudadania fueron detenidas por la ley estuvieron presentes afuera del tribunal en senal de solidaridad.

    
Karen Bonadio dijo que espera algun dia mudarse a Italia gracias a su ascendencia. Llevo fotos de ella cuando era nina junto a sus bisabuelos nacidos en Italia, quienes emigraron desde Basilicata, en el sur de Italia, al norte del estado de Nueva York, junto con sus certificados de nacimiento.
"La nueva ley dice: 'todos estos bisnietos no conocieron a sus bisabuelos'. Esto es de 1963, creo que yo tenia 3 anos y medio", indico Bonadio mostrando la fotografia.
Al menos uno de los casos de Mellone habia sido rechazado en tribunales inferiores antes de la nueva ley, basandose en parte en fallos que establecen que los emigrantes italianos que adoptaron otra ciudadania antes de tener hijos no pueden transmitir la ciudadania italiana.
El caso de Jennifer Daley ha ido abriendose paso por la burocracia italiana durante casi una decada. Su abuelo, Giuseppe Dalfollo, inmigro a Estados Unidos en 1912 desde la provincia nortena de Trento, cuando estaba bajo control austrohungaro. Mas tarde se caso con una mujer italiana y la llevo consigo, y en algun momento se naturalizo estadounidense.

    
Daley relato que siempre tuvo una fuerte identidad italiana que trascendia su apellido, anglicanizado por funcionarios de inmigracion de Estados Unidos. Solicito la ciudadania italiana porque "realmente es un reconocimiento de quien soy, de donde vengo. Es mucho mas que la ciudadania. Es todo", manifesto Daley, historiadora, por telefono desde Salina, Kansas.
Afuera del tribunal, Alexis Traino conto que sus bisabuelos, tanto por el lado materno como por el paterno, habian venido de Italia, donde ella vive ahora, principalmente en Florencia.
"Toda mi vida creci sabiendo --y mis padres siempre enfatizaban-- que yo era italiana. Tenia una conexion muy, muy fuerte con Italia", sostuvo Traino, de 34 anos, quien estaba esperando documentos de Italia y de Estados Unidos cuando se aprobo la ley, lo que bloqueo su caso.
"Quiero ser italiana. Quiero contribuir a Italia y ser una ciudadana", expreso.
___
Barry reporto desde Milan.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
___

NOTA DEL EDITOR: Se han corregido los nombres de una ciudadana estadounidense, Jennifer Daley, no Jennifer Daly, y su abuelo Giuseppe Dalfollo, no Giuseppe Dallfollo. Daley es historiadora, en lugar de profesora de historia retirada. 
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    Portaaviones de EEUU bate record de despliegue mas largo desde la guerra de Vietnam




                    

                

            

    
        

        

        
      
   

    
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: ARCHIVO - El portaaviones USS Gerald R. Ford sale de la Estacion Naval Station de Norfolk, el 23 de junio de 2025, en Norfolk, Virginia. (AP Foto/John Clark, Archivo)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- El portaaviones mas grande del mundo, el USS Gerald R. Ford, batio el miercoles el record de Estados Unidos de la mision de despliegue mas larga posterior a la guerra de Vietnam, un periodo de casi 10 meses en el que participo en la incursion militar en Venezuela y en la guerra con Iran.
El dia 295 del buque en el mar supero el anterior despliegue mas prolongado de un portaaviones en los ultimos 50 anos, cuando el USS Abraham Lincoln estuvo en servicio durante 294 dias en 2020, durante la pandemia de COVID-19, segun datos recopilados por U.S. Naval Institute News, un medio de noticias gestionado por el U.S. Naval Institute, una organizacion sin fines de lucro.
Esto plantea interrogantes sobre el impacto en los militares que pasan largos periodos lejos de casa, asi como sobre el aumento de la presion sobre el buque y su equipo, ya que en el portaaviones ya se habia producido un incendio que obligo a someterlo a prolongadas reparaciones.

    
El Ford inicio su despliegue en junio de 2025 y se dirigio al mar Mediterraneo desde su puerto base en Norfolk, Virginia. Las fuerzas armadas lo redirigieron al mar Caribe en octubre como parte de la mayor concentracion naval en la region en generaciones.



    
        




    




El portaaviones participo en la operacion militar para capturar al entonces presidente venezolano Nicolas Maduro. Despues veria mas combate, al dirigirse hacia Oriente Medio mientras aumentaban las tensiones con Iran.

    
    
    
El portaaviones participo en los primeros dias de la guerra con Iran desde el mar Mediterraneo, antes de atravesar el canal de Suez y adentrarse en el mar Rojo a principios de marzo.
Sin embargo, un incendio en uno de sus espacios de lavanderia obligo a la embarcacion a dar la vuelta y regresar al Mediterraneo para ser reparado.
El senador de Virginia, Tim Kaine, afirmo que el despliegue que batio el record ha tenido "un serio costo" para la salud mental y el bienestar de la tripulacion. Senalo que el incendio dejo temporalmente a 600 marineros sin lugares para dormir.

    
"Deberian estar en casa con sus seres queridos, en lugar de ser enviados por todo el mundo por un presidente que actua como si las fuerzas armadas de Estados Unidos fueran su guardia palaciega", manifesto en un comunicado el senador democrata.
Funcionarios del Pentagono no han dicho cuanto tiempo permanecera desplegado el Ford, pero los dos oficiales de mayor rango de la Marina han dicho publicamente que esperan que el buque permanezca en el mar alrededor de 11 meses. Eso situaria el regreso del buque a casa a finales de mayo.
"Van a ver un despliegue record del Ford", dijo a finales de marzo el almirante Daryl Caudle, el principal oficial de la Marina, durante un debate en el Center for Strategic and International Studies.
Caudle declaro a reporteros en enero que se "opondria" a prolongar el despliegue del Ford y dijo a The Associated Press en febrero que quiere convencer a los comandantes de usar buques mas pequenos y nuevos en zonas de combate, en lugar de pedir de manera constante a la Marina que envie portaaviones.

    
Aunque los funcionarios de la Marina no han dicho formalmente que el despliegue del Ford haya roto un record, tampoco cuestionaron los datos recopilados por U.S. Naval Institute News.
Otro portaaviones, el USS George H. W. Bush, tiene previsto dirigirse a Oriente Medio y ahora se encuentra en aguas frente a Africa tras desplegarse hace dos semanas.
El despliegue de 295 dias del Ford queda por debajo del despliegue mas largo, ocurrido durante la Guerra Fria, un record que ostenta el ya desmantelado USS Midway. Fue desplegado durante 332 dias en 1972 y 1973.

Mas recientemente, la tripulacion del USS Nimitz estuvo de servicio y lejos de casa por un total de 341 dias en 2020 y 2021. Sin embargo, eso incluyo periodos prolongados de aislamiento en tierra en Estados Unidos destinados a ayudar a prevenir la propagacion del COVID-19.
___
Esta historia fue traducida del ingles por un editor de AP con la ayuda de una herramienta de inteligencia artificial generativa.
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