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        Storm batters Si Sa Ket durian orchards, losses hit B39m
        SI SA KET: A summer storm caused extensive damage to durian plantations in Kantharalak district, toppling hundreds of trees and wiping out tonnes of Thailand's economic crop just days before harvest, local officials said on Thursday.

      

      
        Honda to sell China-made EV in Japan for first time
        KYODO --- Honda Motor Co said it will start selling a China-built electric vehicle (EV) in Japan for the first time Friday, as the company turns to the reverse-import of models produced overseas to enhance its product lineup for domestic customers.

      

      
        Songkran in Bangkok draws nearly 5 million revellers
        Almost 5 million people joined Songkran celebrations across Bangkok this year, up 93.4% from last year, with Siam Square topping 1.5 million, according to the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA).

      

      
        Fuel-related crime rampant in upper South
        Thai authorities have uncovered extensive irregularities in fuel transport and storage following nationwide investigations aimed at preventing a fuel shortage linked to the ongoing Middle East conflict.

      

      
        Almost 10 million speed pills seized from Phetchabun drug network
        Police have seized nearly 9.6 million methamphetamine pills and arrested three suspects in a raid on a rented house in Uthai district of Ayutthaya province.

      

      
        Soldier in custody after alleged Khao San rape during Songkran
        A soldier has been taken into custody after being accused of sexually assaulting a 15-year-old girl in a public restroom on Khao San Road in Bangkok during the Songkran festivities.

      

      
        Reduced hours at petrol stations 'may not be needed'
        The operating hours of petrol stations in Thailand might not have to be reduced on Monday as planned earlier, if fuel supplies remain adequate, according to Energy Minister Akanat Promphan.

      

      
        Trump touts direct talks between Israeli and Lebanese leaders
        WASHINGTON - US President Donald Trump said the leaders of Israel and Lebanon would hold direct talks on Thursday in what would be a historic first, but there was no confirmation from either side.

      

      
        Korean police raid factory where Thai worker was injured by air gun
        South Korean police have seized evidence from a factory where a Thai worker was seriously injured by a high-pressure air gun allegedly fired by his boss.

      

      
        War in the Middle East: latest developments
        The latest developments in the Middle East war:
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																SI SA KET: A summer storm caused extensive damage to durian plantations in Kantharalak district, toppling hundreds of trees and wiping out tonnes of Thailand's economic crop just days before harvest, local officials said on Thursday.
Following the storm, district chief Somkuan Singkham ordered an urgent survey in tambon Phu Ngern, where strong winds and thunderstorms hit five villages, damaging durian orchards belonging to 110 farmers.

The affected fruit is a geographical indication (GI) product known as "Sisaket Volcanic Area Durian," grown in Khun Han, Kantharalak and Si Rattana districts. Popular varieties include Monthong, Chanee and Kanyao, prized for their creamy texture, mild aroma and relatively dry flesh.

Preliminary surveys found that about 450 durian trees were uprooted or broken, while an estimated 390 tonnes of immature fruit -- aged between 70 and 110 days -- were knocked to the ground. Losses from the fallen fruit alone were put at around 39 million baht.

A 71-year-old farmer, Lin Srisuttham, said he had already secured a buyer offering 100 baht per kilogramme, with harvest scheduled for April 25. However, the storm destroyed about 3,000 kg of his crop.

He said he had invested between 300,000 and 400,000 baht in the orchard and now felt disheartened by the losses.

District agriculture officials said damage assessments are ongoing, with assistance to be provided in line with government regulations.

The provincial disaster prevention and mitigation office reported that storms between Tuesday and Wednesday affected Si Rattana, Khukhan, Kantharalak and Phu Sing districts, damaging 113 houses, animal shelters and farm structures across 26 villages. No injuries or fatalities were reported.


	Read more: Summer storms threaten 7 northeastern, eastern provinces



This year, the government's Department of Internal Trade expected Thai durian exports to face several hurdles due to labour shortages and a lack of collection centres during the harvest season. Durian supply is forecast to reach 1.78 million tonnes this year.

In January, fresh durian exports jumped to 10.31 billion baht, while frozen durian exports plunged to 439 million baht, according to the Ministry of Commerce.
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																KYODO -- Honda Motor Co said it will start selling a China-built electric vehicle (EV) in Japan for the first time Friday, as the company turns to the reverse-import of models produced overseas to enhance its product lineup for domestic customers.
The new EV Insight is based on a sport utility vehicle (SUV) manufactured by a joint venture between Honda and Chinese automaker Dongfeng Motor Corp, with specifications changed for the Japanese market, Honda said Thursday. The company will sell up to 3,000 units, with a suggested retail price of Y=5.5 million (US$35,000).

The launch comes as Honda rethinks its EV strategy, announcing last year that it would slash its investment in the sector through fiscal 2030 from Y=10 trillion to Y=7 trillion, citing pressure from high tariffs imposed by the United States and weak demand for EVs globally. It has also suspended the development of three EV models for production in North America.

The Japanese automaker, however, is still seeking to meet the needs of domestic buyers of the environmentally friendly cars to address the limited lineup.

An official in charge of product development said the Chinese-made Insight clears "globally set standards" for safety and offers high-quality interior and driving performance.

The Insight, the fourth generation of its kind, will be the second China-manufactured model that Honda has sold in Japan, after the Odyssey minivan.

Honda currently sells only two EV models in Japan -- both mini-vehicles. The company recently announced that it will roll out the "Super-ONE" compact EV in late May.

The new Insight has a cruise range of 535 kilometres per charge, while offering a wide range of interior comfort features such as an intelligent heating system and aroma diffuser, according to Honda.

The first-generation Insight was introduced in 1999 as Honda's first mass-production hybrid model.

The automaker said that the reverse-import move is also expected to help lift the factory utilization rate, albeit not significantly, in China, where sales have been sluggish.

Honda said in March that it will import two of its US-manufactured models for sale in Japan from the second half of 2026, also to enhance the lineup of products.
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																Almost 5 million people joined Songkran celebrations across Bangkok this year, up 93.4% from last year, with Siam Square topping 1.5 million, according to the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA).
Songkran celebrations in the capital were notably vibrant this year, with cumulative attendance reaching 4,958,965 people across 94 venues citywide. This represents an increase of 2,394,302 people, or 93.4%, from the 2,564,663 recorded over the same period of 2025, Ekwaranyu Amrapal, BMA spokesman, said on Thursday.

The three most popular venues were Siam Square, which drew 1,535,638 visitors, followed by Iconsiam with 1,471,162 and Silom Road with 652,974, said Mr Ekwarnyu as he released a summary of Songkran 2026 statistics covering April 10 to 15, compared with the same period last year.

There were 18 road accidents involving fatalities during the six-day period in Bangkok, unchanged from last year. However, total deaths rose slightly to 20, up from 19 last year. The total number of injured stood at 2,554, said Mr Ekwaranyu.

Motorcycles accounted for the majority of fatalities with 17 deaths, or 85% of the total. Of these, nine riders were not wearing helmets. Thung Khru district recorded the highest number of fatalities with three deaths, followed by Prawet with two.

The BMA spokesman said the volume of waste generated at major celebration sites between April 11 and 15 April reached 336 tonnes, up from 250.5 tonnes last year.

Khao San Road produced the most waste at 102.46 tonnes, followed by Silom Road with 86.17 tonnes and Iconsiam with 58.7 tonnes.
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									Fuel-related crime rampant in upper South								

								Criminal cases under way as inspections expose suspected hoarding, illegal transfers and falsified records
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																Thai authorities have uncovered extensive irregularities in fuel transport and storage following nationwide investigations aimed at preventing a fuel shortage linked to the ongoing Middle East conflict.
Justice Minister Rutthapon Naowarat and Energy Minister Akanat Promphan on Thursday outlined progress in investigations that have focused heavily on the upper South, particularly Surat Thani, where authorities said the economic impact could be severe.

Pol Lt Gen Rutthapon said criminal activity was taking place through multiple channels, both on land and at sea, adding that law enforcement would pursue every suspect involved.

"From now on, there will be no oil hoarders. There will only be suspects," he pledged.

He said the justice and energy ministries were working together closely on a system-wide investigation to ensure fairness and accountability. In the past, he said, fragmented data had complicated enforcement. With clearer parameters now set by the Ministry of Energy, officials expect faster and more effective action.

Six key findings

The operation involves the Department of Special Investigation (DSI), the Thai Maritime Enforcement Coordinating Center (Thai-MECC), the Interior Ministry, the Royal Thai Police, the Excise Department and other agencies.

The DSI has been investigating criminal offences related to fuel trading committed since March 1, covering registered and unregistered operators suspected of acting in organised or complex networks at a time of heightened geopolitical risk.

In one high-profile case involving a major oil depot in Surat Thani, authorities found that 57 million litres of fuel could not be accounted for. That amounts to more than half of the average daily consumption of diesel, gasoline and gasohol in Thailand, which is about 100 million litres.

Pol Lt Gen Rutthapon said in-depth inspections and field operations across the country revealed six major abnormalities with serious economic consequences:

1. Suspicious vessel activity at sea: Analysis by Thai-MECC detected irregularities in 20 out of 24 suspect voyages. Ten voyages involved vessels switching off their AIS (Automatic Identification System) tracking systems, while two showed signs of ship-to-ship fuel transfers offshore. Vessels linked to eight companies were also found to have taken one to two days longer than normal to complete their routes.

2. Unexplained increases in fuel volumes: Document checks found that shipping dates on official fuel transfer forms had been altered from February to March, stretching what should have been a one-day journey from Chon Buri to Surat Thani into nearly a month. More notably, 22 voyages involving 15 vessels reported greater fuel volumes at the destination than when loaded at refineries, contradicting normal losses from evaporation.

3. Large-scale hoarding at depots: Inspections of six large Section 7 fuel depots in Surat Thani showed that in March some facilities received more fuel than they sold -- a sharp deviation from earlier patterns. This could constitute unjustified refusal or delays of sales, an offence under the Price of Goods and Services Act, carrying penalties of up to seven years in prison.

4. Shipowners summoned, cases upgraded: The DSI has summoned owners of eight shipping companies linked to irregular activity and has transferred investigation files from the Surat Thani provincial police to be handled as special cases.

5. Missing official documentation: Investigators said some government agencies had yet to fully submit documents required as evidence, adding that outstanding records were being urgently pursued for further analysis.

6. Nationwide raids uncover multiple offences: Joint operations by police and the DSI have inspected six refineries and 92 fuel depots nationwide. On April 8 alone, inspections at four sites in Rayong, Khon Kaen, Samut Sakhon and Pathum Thani uncovered offences including illegal fuel transfers, false reporting, unauthorised operations and deliberate stockpiling to delay sales. Legal action has already been taken against individuals and corporate entities involved.


	Related: Reduced hours at petrol stations 'may not be needed'
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																Police have seized nearly 9.6 million methamphetamine pills and arrested three suspects in a raid on a rented house in Uthai district of Ayutthaya province.
Pol Lt Gen Wattana Yeejeen, commissioner of Provincial Police Region 1, announced at a media briefing at Uthai police station on Thursday the arrests of Narin, alias Bank, 38; Nattapong, alias Nu, 33; and Niphon, alias Phon, 30.

Another suspect, believed to be the network coordinator, escaped, and police have obtained an arrest warrant.

Authorities seized 9,582,000 speed pills, two pickup trucks and one sport utility vehicle (SUV) in the raid.

The operation targeted a trafficking cell known as "Bank Phetchabun," which investigators say used the rented house in Uthai as a warehouse while claiming it stored tamarind from Phetchabun province as a cover.

Police began intensified surveillance after a separate seizure of 5 million meth pills in Ayutthaya in March and say the group transported a large shipment to the house on April 13 during Songkran, or the Thai New Year.

The gang used a convoy comprising a lead vehicle, a surveillance vehicle and a transport vehicle. Police waited until unloading was complete before launching the raid in the early hours of Tuesday, Pol Lt Gen Wattana said.

Authorities estimated the street value of the seized drugs at more than 300 million baht.

Pol Lt Gen Wattana ordered an expanded investigation to identify customers, financiers and other members of the network and trace assets linked to the operation.

Charges being pursued against the suspects include conspiracy, supporting criminal activity, money laundering and asset seizure.
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								Private admits "having sex" with girl, others unaware - army
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																A soldier has been taken into custody after being accused of sexually assaulting a 15-year-old girl in a public restroom on Khao San Road in Bangkok during the Songkran festivities.
The incident occurred around 11pm Tuesday in a restroom in an alley beside the Nap Park Hostel in Phra Nakhon district, according to the girl's mother, who reported the case to the online support page Sai Mai Tong Rod (Survive Sai Mai) on Thursday.

The girl told her brother the same night and filed a complaint with police at Chana Songkhram station.

The girl said she and a group of friends had been taking part in the Songkran water festivities when they encountered a group of eight men who had military haircut and called each other by army ranks. She identified one member of the group as the accused, later named by authorities as Pvt Pasit Komahi. 

The girl reported that the man followed her to the restroom, where the assault occurred, threatened her and then fled the scene. She sought help from bystanders afterward.

The Royal Thai Army confirmed on Thursday that the accused is attached to the Headquarters Company of the First Army Area. The army statement said Pvt Pasit initially admitted to "having sex with the girl," and that other members of his group were reportedly unaware of the incident.

The army said the suspect has been handed to police for further questioning and investigation.

Authorities have not yet announced formal charges. The case remains under investigation and will proceed through the legal process, the army added. 
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									Reduced hours at petrol stations 'may not be needed'								

								Energy minister says current indicators show fuel supplies will be adequate
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																The operating hours of petrol stations in Thailand might not have to be reduced on Monday as planned earlier, if fuel supplies remain adequate, according to Energy Minister Akanat Promphan.
Mr Akanat said on Thursday that the government had warned about possible limitations earlier because it wanted to be honest with the public about the fuel security situation based on developments in the Middle East war and the blockage of the Strait of Hormuz.

Looking at the status of pending imports of crude oil and current production of refined oil in Thailand, it might not be necessary to limit refuelling times after all, he said.

"The government must communicate straightforwardly," he said. "Risks and uncertainties remain. Preparation is necessary ... but if the measure is unnecessary, it will not be imposed now. At present, there is not a problem."

The minister said the state Oil Fuel Fund was losing about 2 billion baht a day from subsidising fuel prices, but now the losses have nearly disappeared as world oil prices have fallen in response to the US-Iran truce agreement.

On this issue, activists have been calling for the government to reduce pump prices more quickly.

Tanker finally en route

In a related development, PTT Plc said that the tanker Serifos would arrive in Thailand with 2 million barrels of crude oil it had ordered from the Middle East.

The petroleum conglomerate said the tanker had been stranded at the Sharjah Ports in the United Arab Emirates since March 7. The truce between Iran and the United States has allowed the tanker to resume its journey, with arrival in Thailand expected around April 21, PTT said.

PTT said that its overall crude import costs had risen by about 230 billion baht since the Middle East war erupted.

The increase resulted from many factors including rising crude prices and the necessity of importing crude oil from other sources than the Middle East, the company said.
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								Neither side will confirm whether meeting in Washington will go ahead and who will be involved
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																WASHINGTON - US President Donald Trump said the leaders of Israel and Lebanon would hold direct talks on Thursday in what would be a historic first, but there was no confirmation from either side.
Trump's announcement comes as Washington pushes to ease hostilities following the first direct talks between the two countries in decades this week, when their ambassadors met in the US capital.

Lebanon was pulled into the Middle East war on March 2 after the Lebanon-based armed group Hezbollah, which is backed by Iran, attacked Israel.

Since then, Israeli strikes in Lebanon have killed more than 2,000 people and displaced more than a million, despite international calls for a ceasefire, and Israeli ground forces have invaded the country's south.

"Trying to get a little breathing room between Israel and Lebanon," Trump said on Wednesday on his Truth Social platform, referring to the ambassadors meeting held in Washington the day before -- the first meeting of its kind since 1993.

Trump said the leaders of Lebanon and Israel would speak on Thursday, without identifying participants or giving details.

An official Lebanese source told AFP however that "we are not aware of any planned contact with the Israeli side, and we have not been informed of any through official channels".

Asked by AFP about Trump's announcement, the office of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu made no comment.

Analyst Michael Young of the Carnegie Middle East Center told AFP that there had never before been contact between the leaders of Lebanon and Israel.

In September 1982, Bachir Gemayel, elected Lebanese president in the wake of an Israeli invasion, met with Israeli leaders but was assassinated before taking office.

In 1992 and 1993, diplomats from the two countries met in Washington in the wake of a Middle East peace process launched at a conference in Madrid.

'Durable peace'

A senior US administration official stressed that any end to the hostilities between Israel and Hezbollah in Lebanon is not part of talks between Washington and Tehran.

"The president would welcome the end of hostilities in Lebanon as part of a peace agreement between Israel and Lebanon," the official said, speaking on condition of anonymity.

"The United States wants to see a durable peace but did not demand an immediate ceasefire," the official said. "Negotiations between the US and Iran are not linked to ongoing peace talks between Israel and Lebanon."

Washington's focus is on building trust between the Lebanese and Israeli governments "so that we can create space for a peace deal, and so that any future understandings can be durable."

"Both sides need to build political momentum," the official added.

Israel and Lebanon agreed on Tuesday to begin direct negotiations following the talks between the Israeli and Lebanese ambassadors.

Netanyahu spoke on Wednesday of two central objectives in the talks: "First, the dismantling of Hezbollah; second, a sustainable peace... achieved through strength."

The Lebanese ambassador, Nada Hamadeh Moawad, said she had called for a ceasefire in Lebanon during the meeting, which Israel has so far rejected.

Hezbollah condemned the talks, calling them "capitulation."

On the ground, the Israeli army again on Thursday called on civilians to evacuate the entire area of southern Lebanon up to the Zahrani River, about 40 kilometres north of the border.

Hezbollah claimed responsibility for several drone attacks targeting military positions in northern Israel and on Lebanese territory.

Lebanon's state-run National News Agency reported clashes in Bint Jbeil, a town five kilometres from the border where Hezbollah fighters are battling the Israeli army.


	Related: War-weary Lebanese weigh giving talks a chance
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																South Korean police have seized evidence from a factory where a Thai worker was seriously injured by a high-pressure air gun allegedly fired by his boss.
The Gyeonggi Nambu Provincial Police Agency said on Tuesday  that 20 officers inspected the plating factory in Hwaseong city and confiscated items including the phone and computers of the owner for further investigation, according to South Korean media outlets.

The factory is located about 60 kilometres south of Seoul.

The Thai worker in his 40s remains in Osan Hankook Hospital in Suwon, the capital of Gyeonggi province, with severe internal injuries after the owner fired an industrial air gun at his anus while he was on cleaning duty on Feb 20.

The owner in his 60s told police he had no intention to hurt the man.

The victim is an illegal migrant as his working visa for the East Asian country expired in 2020.

						

							
						


The incident attracted national attention, including a comment from South Korean President Lee Jae Myung, after it was reported that the factory owner forced the victim to return to Thailand, instead of offering him medical treatment.

President Lee was quoted as saying that "violence and discrimination against vulnerable migrant workers" is an "intolerable" crime.

The owner is banned from travelling abroad during police investigations.

The police plan to summon the owner as a criminal suspect after analysing the seized evidence, the South Korean official news agency Yonhap said on Tuesday.

Tanee Sangrat, the Thai ambassador to South Korea, has promised to arrange necessary documents for the worker, including a passport and an ID card, the Thai embassy said last Friday.
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																The latest developments in the Middle East war:
Lebanon 'unaware' of Israel talks

Lebanon is unaware of any planned contact with Israel, an official source told AFP, after US President Donald Trump said the leaders of the two countries would speak on Thursday.

"We are not aware of any planned contact with the Israeli side, and we have not been informed of any through official channels," the source said.

Australia diesel boost

Australia has secured an additional supply of some 100 million litres of diesel from Brunei and South Korea, as the country looked to boost precarious reserves, Prime Minister Anthony Albanese said Thursday.

Chipmaker confident

The Taiwanese chipmaking behemoth TSMC said it did not expect the Middle East war to affect its supply of vital materials such as helium and hydrogen in the near term.

Iran detains spying suspects

Iran arrested four suspected spies, state media agency IRNA reported citing a Revolutionary Guards statement claiming they were linked to Israeli spy agency Mossad.

Pakistan pushes for talks

Pakistan's Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif said he met Saudi de facto ruler Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman in Jeddah, before a possible second round of US-Iran peace talks.

Iran has targeted US allies in the Gulf -- including Saudi Arabia and Qatar, which Sharif is also visiting -- in retaliation for US-Israeli strikes on Tehran that triggered the war.

"I reiterated Pakistan's firm commitment to advancing its efforts to encourage both the U.S. and Iran towards an agreement aimed at lasting peace and stability in the region," Sharif posted on X.

Iran issues hostage warning

A top military adviser to Iran's supreme leader Mojtaba Khamenei warned Iran would take US troops hostage if they invaded and sink American ships enforcing a military blockade in the Strait of Hormuz, a critical shipping waterway for oil, gas and other Gulf exports.

Hardliner Mohsen Rezaei said it would be "great" if Washington launched a ground invasion as "we would take thousands of hostages, and then for each hostage we would get a billion dollars".

Fresh oil sanctions

US officials issued new sanctions against Iran, targeting more than two dozen people involved in oil transport, along with companies and tankers that operate within the network of petroleum shipping magnate Mohammad Hossein Shamkhani.

"Treasury is moving aggressively with 'Economic Fury' by targeting regime elites like the Shamkhani family that attempt to profit at the expense of the Iranian people," US Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said in a statement.

Shamkhani is the son of security official Ali Shamkhani, an adviser to Iranian supreme leader Ali Khamenei, both of whom were killed on Feb 28, the first day of US-Israeli attacks and the start of the Middle East war.

Growing hunger fears

The conflict in the Middle East could push millions more toward hunger as its economic fallout reverberates around the globe, the World Bank's chief economist told AFP.

"You have about 300 million people who suffer from acute food insecurity already," Indermit Gill said. "That'll go up by about 20 percent very, very quickly" as knock-on effects grow.

Stock markets soar

Japanese stocks hit a record high as Asian on heightened optimism the United States and Iran will extend their ceasefire for further talks to end their war and reopen the Strait of Hormuz.

Major Wall Street stock indices finished at record highs on Wednesday.

'Identical' goals

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Wednesday that Israel and the US are fully aligned in their objectives to contain Iran.

"We want to see enriched material removed from Iran; we want to see the elimination of enrichment capability within Iran; and, of course, we want to see the (Hormuz) strait reopened," he said in a televised speech.
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									Nike takes a walk on the spicy side

									Colourful new SB Dunk Low 'Songkran' shoes bring all the heat
								

									Arguably Thailand's most celebrated season, Songkran just swept through -- ushering in the Thai New Year with its signature water-soaked celebration. Tapping into that spirit, Nike drops a festive take on the Nike SB Dunk Low with the "Songkran" iteration.
									Also referred to as the "somtum" colourway, the new dunks balance a neutral base with vibrant pops, but look closer and the storytelling unfolds through thoughtful, culturally rooted details.

[image: Photo: Nike]
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Leading the narrative is the woven sticky-rice basket inspiration. Beige-brown overlays and underlays mirror the texture of traditional handcrafted leaf weaves, giving the upper an artisanal feel. A soft pink lace threads through the design, which was an intentional nod to the strings that bind sticky rice baskets together, tying the silhouette in place.

Beneath the insole, within the Zoom Air unit, sits a lotus flower easter egg. Up top, the insole artwork borrows from the intricate graphics often found on Thai rice bags, adding another layer of cultural reference.

[image: Photo: Nike]
Photo: Nike



At the heel, a metallic accent stamps "Nike" in Thai lettering, doubling as a visual metaphor for the traditional pot used to steam sticky rice. Meanwhile, the tongue playfully splits its identity: one features a sticky rice motif, the other a somtum-filled mortar and pestle -- bringing Thailand's most iconic flavours into the mix.

[image: Photo: Nike]
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Despite its storytelling, the pair stays true to its SB roots. Skate-ready materials like suede and canvas ensure durability and function aren't compromised for form.

The spicy Nike SB Dunk Low Songkran dropped in men's US 6.5-13 and women's US 8-14.5. Unsurprisingly, it's already sold out online -- but if you're determined, the resale market might still have your size.
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									Fuel-related crime rampant in upper South								

								Criminal cases under way as inspections expose suspected hoarding, illegal transfers and falsified records
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																Thai authorities have uncovered extensive irregularities in fuel transport and storage following nationwide investigations aimed at preventing a fuel shortage linked to the ongoing Middle East conflict.
Justice Minister Rutthapon Naowarat and Energy Minister Akanat Promphan on Thursday outlined progress in investigations that have focused heavily on the upper South, particularly Surat Thani, where authorities said the economic impact could be severe.

Pol Lt Gen Rutthapon said criminal activity was taking place through multiple channels, both on land and at sea, adding that law enforcement would pursue every suspect involved.

"From now on, there will be no oil hoarders. There will only be suspects," he pledged.

He said the justice and energy ministries were working together closely on a system-wide investigation to ensure fairness and accountability. In the past, he said, fragmented data had complicated enforcement. With clearer parameters now set by the Ministry of Energy, officials expect faster and more effective action.

Six key findings

The operation involves the Department of Special Investigation (DSI), the Thai Maritime Enforcement Coordinating Center (Thai-MECC), the Interior Ministry, the Royal Thai Police, the Excise Department and other agencies.

The DSI has been investigating criminal offences related to fuel trading committed since March 1, covering registered and unregistered operators suspected of acting in organised or complex networks at a time of heightened geopolitical risk.

In one high-profile case involving a major oil depot in Surat Thani, authorities found that 57 million litres of fuel could not be accounted for. That amounts to more than half of the average daily consumption of diesel, gasoline and gasohol in Thailand, which is about 100 million litres.

Pol Lt Gen Rutthapon said in-depth inspections and field operations across the country revealed six major abnormalities with serious economic consequences:

1. Suspicious vessel activity at sea: Analysis by Thai-MECC detected irregularities in 20 out of 24 suspect voyages. Ten voyages involved vessels switching off their AIS (Automatic Identification System) tracking systems, while two showed signs of ship-to-ship fuel transfers offshore. Vessels linked to eight companies were also found to have taken one to two days longer than normal to complete their routes.

2. Unexplained increases in fuel volumes: Document checks found that shipping dates on official fuel transfer forms had been altered from February to March, stretching what should have been a one-day journey from Chon Buri to Surat Thani into nearly a month. More notably, 22 voyages involving 15 vessels reported greater fuel volumes at the destination than when loaded at refineries, contradicting normal losses from evaporation.

3. Large-scale hoarding at depots: Inspections of six large Section 7 fuel depots in Surat Thani showed that in March some facilities received more fuel than they sold -- a sharp deviation from earlier patterns. This could constitute unjustified refusal or delays of sales, an offence under the Price of Goods and Services Act, carrying penalties of up to seven years in prison.

4. Shipowners summoned, cases upgraded: The DSI has summoned owners of eight shipping companies linked to irregular activity and has transferred investigation files from the Surat Thani provincial police to be handled as special cases.

5. Missing official documentation: Investigators said some government agencies had yet to fully submit documents required as evidence, adding that outstanding records were being urgently pursued for further analysis.

6. Nationwide raids uncover multiple offences: Joint operations by police and the DSI have inspected six refineries and 92 fuel depots nationwide. On April 8 alone, inspections at four sites in Rayong, Khon Kaen, Samut Sakhon and Pathum Thani uncovered offences including illegal fuel transfers, false reporting, unauthorised operations and deliberate stockpiling to delay sales. Legal action has already been taken against individuals and corporate entities involved.
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									Reduced hours at petrol stations 'may not be needed'								

								Energy minister says current indicators show fuel supplies will be adequate
							

																	
										
											
											
												

												[image: Vehicles stop for refuelling at a petrol station on Navamin Road in Bangkok. (File photo: Varuth Hirunyatheb)]
											
																							
													Vehicles stop for refuelling at a petrol station on Navamin Road in Bangkok. (File photo: Varuth Hirunyatheb)												

																					

									

																The operating hours of petrol stations in Thailand might not have to be reduced on Monday as planned earlier, if fuel supplies remain adequate, according to Energy Minister Akanat Promphan.
Mr Akanat said on Thursday that the government had warned about possible limitations earlier because it wanted to be honest with the public about the fuel security situation based on developments in the Middle East war and the blockage of the Strait of Hormuz.

Looking at the status of pending imports of crude oil and current production of refined oil in Thailand, it might not be necessary to limit refuelling times after all, he said.

"The government must communicate straightforwardly," he said. "Risks and uncertainties remain. Preparation is necessary ... but if the measure is unnecessary, it will not be imposed now. At present, there is not a problem."

The minister said the state Oil Fuel Fund was losing about 2 billion baht a day from subsidising fuel prices, but now the losses have nearly disappeared as world oil prices have fallen in response to the US-Iran truce agreement.

On this issue, activists have been calling for the government to reduce pump prices more quickly.

Tanker finally en route

In a related development, PTT Plc said that the tanker Serifos would arrive in Thailand with 2 million barrels of crude oil it had ordered from the Middle East.

The petroleum conglomerate said the tanker had been stranded at the Sharjah Ports in the United Arab Emirates since March 7. The truce between Iran and the United States has allowed the tanker to resume its journey, with arrival in Thailand expected around April 21, PTT said.

PTT said that its overall crude import costs had risen by about 230 billion baht since the Middle East war erupted.

The increase resulted from many factors including rising crude prices and the necessity of importing crude oil from other sources than the Middle East, the company said.
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									Justin Bieber's Coachella set sends streams skyrocketing

									Wave of nostalgia floods the California desert -- and the pop charts
								

									Following the success of Justin Bieber's Coachella set this past weekend, the pop star's streams have launched back onto the charts sending hits like "Beauty And A Beat", which was released over a decade ago, to the top of Spotify's Global chart again.
									Bieber's headlining performance quickly generated one of the best post-show streaming surges of the festival to date. It also marked his biggest streaming day of the year -- surpassing 77 million streams in a single day.

Twenty-one of Bieber's songs surged onto Spotify's Global Top 200s chart and streams by his catalogue on Apple Music also rose 80% in one day.

The $10 million performance in the California desert quickly brought back viewers to the early 2000s with nostalgia -- and some criticism. Featuring a star-studded list of special guests, Bieber's choice of reliving the past in one segment caused a stir online to say the least.

[image: Photo: Justin Bieber, @lilbiber on Instagram]
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The 90-minute performance consisted of an 11-track show with songs from his Swag and Swag II album, and an interlude where Bieber sat down in front of a laptop and opened YouTube videos from his past while singing along to some of his classic hits.

Though the improv-like segment felt lazy to some critics online, fans of the star felt it was a chance to spend personal time with Bieber, as he doomscrolls like we all do.

After four years away from live performances, the post-show streaming surge ultimately reaffirms Justin Bieber's enduring dominance in the global music industry.
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									Thai Gen Z travellers prefer short, frequent trips

									Mental well-being and value for money are priorities, Agoda survey finds
								

									Thai Gen Z travellers are reshaping travel habits in 2026 by favouring short but frequent trips over traditional long holidays, with mental well-being and value for money emerging as top priorities, according to the online booking platform Agoda.
									The platform's Agoda Travel Outlook 2026 report shows young Thai travellers increasingly view travel as an essential way to recharge and relieve the stresses of daily life, rather than as an occasional luxury.

As a result, many are choosing brief getaways that fit more easily with their work, study schedules and budgets, allowing them to travel more often throughout the year.

Frequent travel, simpler plans

Despite travelling more regularly, Thai Gen Z continues to prioritise simplicity and cost-effectiveness. Travel is often seen as an experience best shared with a spouse or partner, and trips are carefully planned to align with both time constraints and financial limits.

Destinations range from popular domestic hotspots to lesser-known locations offering better value. The overriding goal is to strike a balance between escaping everyday fatigue and maintaining affordable travel costs.

Agoda found that 62% of Thai Gen Z respondents plan to take between one and three trips in 2026, reflecting a shift towards travel that is easier to arrange and repeat. Instead of waiting for long public holidays, more than 65% now prefer short breaks of just one to three days per trip.

This trend reflects how travel has become more seamlessly integrated into everyday life, allowing greater flexibility around work, education and personal commitments.

The report highlights that travel is increasingly viewed as a form of self-care. Around 77% cited relaxation as their primary reason for travelling, with many seeking to disconnect from daily pressures and focus on downtime rather than tightly scheduled activities.

Budget still key

Cost considerations remain central to travel planning. Budget was cited by 72% of respondents as the most important factor when choosing destinations. To cut expenses, 34% said they were willing to visit less well-known locations if it meant saving money.

The emphasis on value also extends to accommodation choices. About 57% of Thai Gen Z travellers ranked price as the main factor when selecting where to stay, whether opting for hotels or rental properties.

Akaporn Rodkong, Agoda's country director for Thailand and Indochina, said the findings reflect a broader shift in how younger travellers approach holidays.

"Thai Gen Z travellers are leading a significant change towards more purposeful and frequent travel," Ms Akaporn noted.

"For them, travel is an important way to recharge and escape the stresses of everyday life, while still staying within a reasonable budget".

Social travel patterns are also evolving. Nearly 44% of respondents said they prefer travelling with their spouse or romantic partner, underscoring the growing appeal of sharing short, frequent trips with someone close rather than travelling in larger groups or on lengthy holidays.
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									Four Chinese held after staged kidnapping for ransom								

								19-year-old woman and boyfriend main actors in plot to get money from her father
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																Police have dismantled a Chinese gang accused of staging a fake kidnapping of a 19-year-old woman in order to extort ransom money from her father, arresting four suspects, including her boyfriend, who was also wanted in China in an online scam case.
The arrests took place after officers from the Crime Suppression Division (CSD) and the Immigration Bureau searched a rented house in tambon Bang Kaeo of Bang Phli district in Samut Prakan province on Wednesday.

Three men and one woman, all of them Chinese nationals, were charged initially with illegal entry after they failed to produce passports or identity documents, Pol Maj Gen Phatthanasak Bupphasuwan, commander of the CSD, said on Thursday.

The four were identified as You Rongshan, 29; Hu Zhiwei, 26; Hou Xiwen, 26; and Ms Tong, 19.

Police said Mr You was also wanted under an arrest warrant issued by Chinese authorities in Nanjing, Jiangsu province, for alleged involvement in an online scam network.

The case began after Ms Tong's father filed a complaint with Chinese police on March 31, reporting that he had received ransom demands accompanied by video clips showing his daughter being assaulted.  The gang claimed she had been kidnapped and taken to Myanmar after passing through Cambodia.

Believing his daughter was in danger, the father transferred 110,000 yuan -- about 550,000 baht -- to the gang. He later realised he had been deceived after she was not released. The case subsequently drew widespread attention in China.

Following coordination between Chinese authorities and Thailand's Central Investigation Bureau (CIB), police traced the origin of the videos. An examination of Ms Tong's social media accounts revealed that the most recent ones had been recorded in Huai Khwang district of Bangkok.

Investigators found that Ms Tong had stayed at a hotel in the area between March 28 and April 2 before travelling to the house in Samut Prakan with a group of Chinese nationals.

Further investigation found that six Chinese nationals were living in the house, prompting officers to obtain a search warrant from the Samut Prakan Provincial Court.

During questioning, police said Mr You admitted to being Ms Tong's boyfriend and to masterminding the fake kidnapping.

Investigators found he was the man seen assaulting Ms Tong in the videos. The pair later confessed to staging the events to deceive her father into sending money.

The pair and two other Chinese men were handed over to investigators at the Bang Kaeo police station for legal proceedings.

Authorities are preparing to coordinate with Chinese officials to arrange the deportation of the suspects.

The two other Chinese nationals who were found at the house during the raid had entered Thailand legally and were not detained, said police.

[image: Six Chinese nationals are found inside the rented house during a police raid on Wednesday. Four of them were arrested and charged. (Police photo via Wassayos Ngamkham)]
Police question six Chinese nationals in a rented house in Bang Phli, Samut Prakan on Wednesday. Only two of them were in Thailand legally. (Police photo via Wassayos Ngamkham)
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									Songkran road accidents and injuries down 20% from a year ago								

								216 fatalities reported on first six 'dangerous days' were a decline of 6.5% from 2025
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																Traffic accidents and injuries over the first six "dangerous days" of the Songkran holiday were down by 20% from the same period a year ago, while fatalities declined by 6.5%, according to data released on Thursday.
A total of 1,108 road accidents were reported during the busy travel period from April 10-15, with 216 deaths and 1,073 injuries, said Deputy Interior Minister Jeseth Thaiseth.

That compared with 1,391 accidents, 231 deaths and 1,350 injuries over the corresponding 6-day period in 2025.

Thursday is the last of the "seven dangerous days", during which authorities each year step up promotion and enforcement of road safety measures.

The northern province of Phrae had the most accidents, 47, and the most injured people, 49, from April 10-15. Bangkok had the most fatalities, at 19.

On Wednesday alone, there were 156 traffic accidents, 23 deaths and 161 injured people. The northernmost province of Chiang Rai recorded the most accidents (10), fatalities (3) and injuries (11).

Mr Jeseth said that speeding caused 43.6% of all accidents, followed by drunk driving and 25.6%. Motorcycles were involved in 67.8% of all accidents. The age range of most victims, 24.5%, was between 20 and 29 years old.

Most Songkran travellers have already returned to their workplaces, the minister said.

The Probation Department reported 5,232 driving offences during the six-day period, with 94.5% of them involving drinking.

The most drunk driving cases, 680, were reported in Chiang Mai, followed by 433 cases in Samut Prakan and 335 in Nonthaburi.
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									Threat of grounded planes nears as jet fuel supplies dwindle								

								Experts say tough decisions coming within 3-4 weeks if Hormuz closure remains unresolved
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																PARIS - Could planes soon be stuck on the ground due to a lack of fuel? The risk of jet fuel shortages is growing each day the Strait of Hormuz remains closed, although it isn't certain when exactly supplies will run out.
The risk of shortages is greatest in Asia, and to a lesser extent Europe, as they both rely on oil from the Gulf and its refineries for their supplies.

"The situation can, within the next three, four weeks, become systemic," Rystad Energy economist Claudio Galimberti said on US financial news channel CNBC on Tuesday about jet fuel shortages.

"So you can have severe cuts of flights in Europe, already starting in May and June," he warned.

Galimberti said flights had already been cancelled due to fuel shortages, but the European Commission on the same day said there was no lack of fuel as yet.

"There is no evidence for fuel shortages in the European Union at present," said spokeswoman Anna-Kaisa Itkonen.

However she acknowledged that "supply issues could occur in the near future in particular for jet fuels."

May or June shortages

Last week the Airports Council International Europe wrote to the European Commission saying shortages of jet fuel could begin in three weeks -- at the beginning of May, if tankers don't begin sailing through the Strait of Hormuz before then.

Traffic through the Strait of Hormuz -- through which a fifth of the world's crude oil and liquefied natural gas supplies transited before the war -- has been almost completely blocked since the United States and Israel began bombing Iran on February 28.

The head of the International Energy Agency (IEA), Fatih Birol, also warned that Europe could face shortages of jet fuel "maybe beginning of May".

In its latest monthly report on the oil market, released on Tuesday, the IEA advanced a later date.

"If the global jet fuel market tightens further and European markets are unable to secure more than 50 percent of their lost Middle East volumes, then stocks will hit the crucial 23-day level in June," it warned.

It is hard to make sweeping generalisations about the situation.

Japan is heavily dependant upon imports but has built up considerable reserves.

The situation also varies considerably with Europe.

Austria, Bulgaria and Poland have comfortable stocks. For Britain, Iceland and the Netherlands it is the opposite. France is somewhere in the middle.

And the impact won't be the same for all airports and airlines.

"Smaller, inland located, airports will be in a weaker position than the main hubs," ING Bank economist Rico Luman told AFP.

"It won't be a matter of full halt, but part cancellation at some airlines and airports," he added.

'Serious supply issues'

Airlines have little visibility to plan their flight schedules.

Airlines for Europe (A4E), a trade association that includes Air France-KLM, Lufthansa and Ryanair, has been urging the European Union to begin providing real time information on jet fuel stocks at airports.

The data would have to come from fuel suppliers, who are not enthusiastic about turning over sensitive commercial data to their major clients.

TotalEnergies has warned that if oil supplies from the Gulf remain blocked in June it won't be able to supply all of its customers.

"If this war and this blockade last more than three months, we'll begin to face some serious supply issues in some products like jet fuel," the company's chief executive Patrick Pouyanne said on Monday.

Airlines for Europe (A4E) has also suggested that the European Commission exceptionally authorise the import of US jet fuel, which is produced to a slightly different standard than in the rest of the world.

Regulary, political and logisitical issues mean there is little chance this could happen in the near future.
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									Thailand central bank cuts 2026 growth, says no limits to worst-case scenarios if war continues								

								Tourism from  Gulf countries drops, interest rate hikes  unlikely
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																WASHINGTON - Thailand faces slower growth this year due to the Iran war and there are almost "no limits" to worst-case economic scenarios if the conflict continues, a senior Bank of Thailand official told Reuters.
BoT Assistant Governor Chayawadee Chai-anant said growth in the Southeast Asian nation, among the most exposed global economies due  to its high reliance on [?]imported energy, was slowing. Tourism is declining and the cost of imports is rising because of the US-Israeli war with Iran.

"It's going to be the downward trend for a lot of things," Ms Chayawadee said on the sidelines of the IMF-World Bank spring meetings in Washington.

Tourism from Gulf countries, she said, fell to close to zero in March, as attacks from Iran closed regional airports. Those numbers have yet to fully rebound, and their wealthy visitors typically account [?]for 7% of total tourism spending in Thailand.

The number of tourists from Malaysia, another large growth engine for the critical sector, was also declining as high fuel costs kept them from driving to Thailand.

The central bank revised its baseline forecasts for GDP growth to 1.3% for 2026 - if the war ends in the second half of this year. The forecast  is down from December expectations of 1.9%; in February, the government had raised the growth outlook to 1.5% to 2.5%. Inflation in this scenario is forecast to hit 3.5%.

Thailand's strong position going  into the crisis, she said, was helping it absorb the shock, but the economy is under severe pressure.

"In terms of the worst-case scenarios, there's no limits to it. It's that bad," she  said.

Policymakers [?]had expected a positive current account of around $12 billion for the year, but she said that would have to be revised lower. She did not rule out [?]the possibility that it could turn negative.

The bank was only likely to consider interest rate hikes if inflation persisted longer than a year, and even then, they were not guaranteed; the bank's governor has said that a hike would do little to address supply-driven inflation.

Ms Chayawadee [?]said that sharp outflows from equity and debt in Thailand in February and March were  manageable and had already returned to positive territory so far in April.

She added that the Fund's autumn meetings, which Bangkok will host in October, would give global officials a chance to see those who are "severely impacted by the conflicts," but she was confident that the economy would have found [?]a path forward by then.

"We can actually showcase that  Asian countries are having very strong fundamentals, and are agile in terms of adaptation," she said.
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									Foreign investors flee Thailand as Iran war, energy shock dash hope for economic revival								
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																SINGAPORE - Foreign investors are selling Thai assets as an energy shock from the US-Israeli war on Iran threatens to snuff out hopes  for an economic revival under Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul and exposes the policy paralysis that is gripping Bangkok.
The conflict has sent global oil prices up to near $100 a barrel, sharpening the focus on Asia's reliance on energy supplies from the Gulf. Thailand is among the most exposed, with the Middle East supplying nearly half of its oil and gas, according to Krungsri Research.

With public debt on the brink of eclipsing the government's self-imposed 70% ceiling and an economy that was already in deflation before the war, Bangkok's challenge is far more acute than most of its neighbours.

The setback came just as the stars  seemed to be aligning for Southeast Asia's second-largest economy, with investors [?]rushing into Thailand again for the first time in years.

Foreigners bought $1.7 billion worth of Thai stocks in February, LSEG data showed. Mr Anutin's resounding victory in February ushered in hopes of political stability and long-awaited economic reforms in a country that had lurched through years of turmoil and uncertainty.

But when the Iran war broke out at the end of February, foreign investors pulled back sharply, with an $823 million net selloff in equities in March, while bond outflows hit $705 million, the largest combined outflow since October 2024.

A two-week ceasefire this month has spurred hopes of a resolution and led to a sharp rally in Thai stocks and the baht, but investors are cautious about the country's vulnerability if oil prices remain elevated.

"The risk remains (that) markets remain complacent about the long-term impact from energy shock and that higher fuel costs hit consumption and [?]disrupt exports and tourism, two key drivers of the Thai economy," said Daniel Tan, a portfolio manager at Grasshopper Asset Management.

Khoi Vu, an Asean equity strategist at JPMorgan, said his bank is still cautious on Thai equities, noting that while political stability had begun to brighten the outlook before the Middle East conflict, the energy shock is a near-term headwind. "As the energy shock has yet to fully materialise, we believe the market has yet to price in significant growth impact," he said.

Limited policy options ahead

With the fragile ceasefire in mind, analysts and investors warn Thailand faces another difficult year.

Unlike many of its peers in the region, Thailand's exposure runs deeper than  just fuel costs as over half of annual power output comes from gas, and liquefied natural gas (LNG) imports are accounting for an increasing share of generation.

Thailand's conundrum is that its economy has struggled to gain traction, growing just 2.4% last year and lagging peers, while inflation dropped for 12 straight months, triggering a rate cut from the central  bank in February before the war.

"There's a broad consensus among investors that Thailand is in a policy bind," said Gary Tan, a Singapore-based portfolio manager at Allspring Global Investments.

"The central bank has limited room to hike without derailing the recovery, but little urgency or space to ease, which leaves policy restrictive by default," said Mr Tan, who  is underweight [?]on Thailand.

Every one baht rise in fuel prices cuts economic growth by two basis points, according to state planning agency estimates, underlining why Bangkok is reluctant to increase subsidies.

"Higher oil prices could weigh on consumption, the current account and the baht, while also complicating the disinflation path and potentially limiting how much [?]further rates can fall," said Nattanont Arunyakananda, investment manager of Thai equities at Aberdeen Investments.

The war has upended Thailand's inflation picture, with average inflation projected to rise as much as 3.5% this year depending on how the conflict unfolds, a stark turnaround from a 0.54% contraction in the first quarter.

Thailand has limited ammunition to address its economic problems, Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas said on Friday.

Sliding baht taking the heat

The currency has emerged as the pressure valve, with the Thai baht sliding about 2.8% [?]since the war broke out, though it has clawed back some of the losses since the ceasefire was announced last week.

Regional rivals the Philippine peso and the  Indonesian rupiah are at record lows, but the baht's strong performance in 2025 when it gained 9%, is likely to help provide Thailand some buffer and more room to weaken, analysts say.

Still, Thailand is walking a tightrope, having to pick and choose where to step in. It has ruled out fuel subsidies for now, but will absorb higher costs to keep electricity tariffs largely unchanged ahead of the summer.

Fiscal worries are compounding the pressure, with public debt at 66% of GDP - just shy of the 70% ceiling - and investors worry that the government [?]may need to raise it. The government so far has said it does not  plan to raise the ceiling.

"If the shock extends beyond April, it stops being just a headline issue and starts feeding into day-to-day operations," Aberdeen's Mr Nattanont said.
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																KYODO -- Honda Motor Co said it will start selling a China-built electric vehicle (EV) in Japan for the first time Friday, as the company turns to the reverse-import of models produced overseas to enhance its product lineup for domestic customers.
The new EV Insight is based on a sport utility vehicle (SUV) manufactured by a joint venture between Honda and Chinese automaker Dongfeng Motor Corp, with specifications changed for the Japanese market, Honda said Thursday. The company will sell up to 3,000 units, with a suggested retail price of Y=5.5 million (US$35,000).

The launch comes as Honda rethinks its EV strategy, announcing last year that it would slash its investment in the sector through fiscal 2030 from Y=10 trillion to Y=7 trillion, citing pressure from high tariffs imposed by the United States and weak demand for EVs globally. It has also suspended the development of three EV models for production in North America.

The Japanese automaker, however, is still seeking to meet the needs of domestic buyers of the environmentally friendly cars to address the limited lineup.

An official in charge of product development said the Chinese-made Insight clears "globally set standards" for safety and offers high-quality interior and driving performance.

The Insight, the fourth generation of its kind, will be the second China-manufactured model that Honda has sold in Japan, after the Odyssey minivan.

Honda currently sells only two EV models in Japan -- both mini-vehicles. The company recently announced that it will roll out the "Super-ONE" compact EV in late May.

The new Insight has a cruise range of 535 kilometres per charge, while offering a wide range of interior comfort features such as an intelligent heating system and aroma diffuser, according to Honda.

The first-generation Insight was introduced in 1999 as Honda's first mass-production hybrid model.

The automaker said that the reverse-import move is also expected to help lift the factory utilization rate, albeit not significantly, in China, where sales have been sluggish.

Honda said in March that it will import two of its US-manufactured models for sale in Japan from the second half of 2026, also to enhance the lineup of products.
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																[?]Mark Mobius, widely credited  as a pioneer in emerging markets investing, died on Wednesday at the age of 89, according  to a statement on his LinkedIn page.
Known as the "Indiana Jones of emerging markets" for his willingness to unlock new, sometimes hazardous jurisdictions, Mobius relished the challenge. "Volatility," he wrote in Passport to Profits, one of his many books, "is not an enemy to fear but a sign that opportunity is close  at hand".

The post did [?]not mention a cause of death.

Having invested in EMs for decades, Mobius was touting new opportunities as recently as January. On Venezuela, he wrote, "with (President Nicolas) Maduro's exit, we may see a new political and economic order and the country could be reopening to investors."

His convictions shaped a generation of fund managers and helped draw billions of dollars into markets once dismissed as peripheral.

Mobius was among the first to recommend investing in Thailand after the Asian financial crisis of 1997, saying those who took the long view would be rewarded. He opened an office in Bangkok and acquired a condominium as well.

His books -- part travelogue, part [?]tutorial -- offered an unusually human view of global finance. In The Little Book of Emerging Markets, published in 2012, he wrote that behind every balance sheet and stock ticker lies a community struggling to grow: "If you want to understand a market, start with its people."

The line distilled his belief that on-the-ground observation mattered more than abstract theory.  He recalled that it was during factory visits in Brazil, meetings with privatisation officials in Poland, and conversations with shopkeepers in the Philippines that opportunities revealed themselves to him.

As  executive chairman of Templeton Emerging Markets Group, where he worked for over 30 years, Mobius travelled relentlessly, often visiting dozens of countries in a single year in search  of undervalued [?]businesses and underappreciated economies. He claimed to have visited at least 112 countries.

He became, in effect, the public face of emerging-markets investing just as [?]the asset class was taking shape. His calm manner and encyclopaedic knowledge reassured Western investors who were uneasy about political risk, currency volatility and opaque governance.

Born to Puerto Rican and German parents in Hempstead, New York, Joseph Bernhard Mark Mobius [?]received a PhD in economics from MIT in 1964 with a thesis about  communication satellites.

He first went to school for fine arts, and in his life worked at a talent agency, as a teacher, and as a marketer of Snoopy products in Asia. He was also a political consultant.

John Ninia and Eric Nguyen, both partners [?]at Mobius Investments, will assume leadership responsibilities,  the firm said in a statement.
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																WASHINGTON - Thailand faces slower growth this year due to the Iran war and there are almost "no limits" to worst-case economic scenarios if the conflict continues, a senior Bank of Thailand official told Reuters.
BoT Assistant Governor Chayawadee Chai-anant said growth in the Southeast Asian nation, among the most exposed global economies due  to its high reliance on [?]imported energy, was slowing. Tourism is declining and the cost of imports is rising because of the US-Israeli war with Iran.

"It's going to be the downward trend for a lot of things," Ms Chayawadee said on the sidelines of the IMF-World Bank spring meetings in Washington.

Tourism from Gulf countries, she said, fell to close to zero in March, as attacks from Iran closed regional airports. Those numbers have yet to fully rebound, and their wealthy visitors typically account [?]for 7% of total tourism spending in Thailand.

The number of tourists from Malaysia, another large growth engine for the critical sector, was also declining as high fuel costs kept them from driving to Thailand.

The central bank revised its baseline forecasts for GDP growth to 1.3% for 2026 - if the war ends in the second half of this year. The forecast  is down from December expectations of 1.9%; in February, the government had raised the growth outlook to 1.5% to 2.5%. Inflation in this scenario is forecast to hit 3.5%.

Thailand's strong position going  into the crisis, she said, was helping it absorb the shock, but the economy is under severe pressure.

"In terms of the worst-case scenarios, there's no limits to it. It's that bad," she  said.

Policymakers [?]had expected a positive current account of around $12 billion for the year, but she said that would have to be revised lower. She did not rule out [?]the possibility that it could turn negative.

The bank was only likely to consider interest rate hikes if inflation persisted longer than a year, and even then, they were not guaranteed; the bank's governor has said that a hike would do little to address supply-driven inflation.

Ms Chayawadee [?]said that sharp outflows from equity and debt in Thailand in February and March were  manageable and had already returned to positive territory so far in April.

She added that the Fund's autumn meetings, which Bangkok will host in October, would give global officials a chance to see those who are "severely impacted by the conflicts," but she was confident that the economy would have found [?]a path forward by then.

"We can actually showcase that  Asian countries are having very strong fundamentals, and are agile in terms of adaptation," she said.
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																China's state-owned automaker SAIC Motor is expanding into Thailand's light commercial vehicle (LCV) market, aiming to sell electric vans for urban logistics and transportation as part of its regional push into electric mobility.
Its subsidiary Maxus Automotive, also known as SAIC Maxus, is positioning itself as a key player in Southeast Asia's EV sector.

"Thailand is a major Asean member and an important automotive market in the region," said Wang Ying, general manager of Maxus Thailand, a unit of Maxus Automotive.

He noted that government policies, including the EV3.0 and EV3.5 incentive schemes, have encouraged both production and consumption of battery electric vehicles (BEVs).

SAIC Maxus plans to supply electric vans to corporate and government fleets, offering eco-friendly vehicles tailored for logistics and industrial use.

The company also provides consultations on fleet transitions and charging infrastructure.

In Thailand, it has set an ambitious target of capturing 10% of the LCV market within two years, a segment currently sized at around 50,000 units.

To meet future demand, SAIC Maxus is in talks with MG Sales (Thailand), the local manufacturer and distributor of MG cars, about expanding production lines for commercial vehicles.

However, the company has no plans to build a new plant, relying instead on SAIC Motor's existing joint venture with Charoen Pokphand (CP) Group in Chon Buri, which produces MG-branded cars.

Globally, SAIC Maxus has been expanding since 2011, operating in over 100 countries, including advanced markets such as Australia, New Zealand, the UK, Germany and France.

By 2025, the company had delivered more than 222,000 commercial vehicles worldwide.

In Thailand, SAIC Maxus intends to establish 20 showrooms and service centres, working with partner Synergetic Auto Performance Plc to strengthen after-sales services and spare parts supply.

The two firms are also discussing investments in EV charging stations to support customers.

The company has already launched several models in Thailand, including the eDeliver 3, eDeliver 5, eDeliver 7 and eDeliver 9, offering ranges between 275 and 375 kilometres.

With these vehicles, SAIC Maxus said it hopes to carve out a significant role in Thailand's transition towards sustainable transport and reinforce its presence in Southeast Asia's growing EV market.
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																SINGAPORE - Foreign investors are selling Thai assets as an energy shock from the US-Israeli war on Iran threatens to snuff out hopes  for an economic revival under Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul and exposes the policy paralysis that is gripping Bangkok.
The conflict has sent global oil prices up to near $100 a barrel, sharpening the focus on Asia's reliance on energy supplies from the Gulf. Thailand is among the most exposed, with the Middle East supplying nearly half of its oil and gas, according to Krungsri Research.

With public debt on the brink of eclipsing the government's self-imposed 70% ceiling and an economy that was already in deflation before the war, Bangkok's challenge is far more acute than most of its neighbours.

The setback came just as the stars  seemed to be aligning for Southeast Asia's second-largest economy, with investors [?]rushing into Thailand again for the first time in years.

Foreigners bought $1.7 billion worth of Thai stocks in February, LSEG data showed. Mr Anutin's resounding victory in February ushered in hopes of political stability and long-awaited economic reforms in a country that had lurched through years of turmoil and uncertainty.

But when the Iran war broke out at the end of February, foreign investors pulled back sharply, with an $823 million net selloff in equities in March, while bond outflows hit $705 million, the largest combined outflow since October 2024.

A two-week ceasefire this month has spurred hopes of a resolution and led to a sharp rally in Thai stocks and the baht, but investors are cautious about the country's vulnerability if oil prices remain elevated.

"The risk remains (that) markets remain complacent about the long-term impact from energy shock and that higher fuel costs hit consumption and [?]disrupt exports and tourism, two key drivers of the Thai economy," said Daniel Tan, a portfolio manager at Grasshopper Asset Management.

Khoi Vu, an Asean equity strategist at JPMorgan, said his bank is still cautious on Thai equities, noting that while political stability had begun to brighten the outlook before the Middle East conflict, the energy shock is a near-term headwind. "As the energy shock has yet to fully materialise, we believe the market has yet to price in significant growth impact," he said.

Limited policy options ahead

With the fragile ceasefire in mind, analysts and investors warn Thailand faces another difficult year.

Unlike many of its peers in the region, Thailand's exposure runs deeper than  just fuel costs as over half of annual power output comes from gas, and liquefied natural gas (LNG) imports are accounting for an increasing share of generation.

Thailand's conundrum is that its economy has struggled to gain traction, growing just 2.4% last year and lagging peers, while inflation dropped for 12 straight months, triggering a rate cut from the central  bank in February before the war.

"There's a broad consensus among investors that Thailand is in a policy bind," said Gary Tan, a Singapore-based portfolio manager at Allspring Global Investments.

"The central bank has limited room to hike without derailing the recovery, but little urgency or space to ease, which leaves policy restrictive by default," said Mr Tan, who  is underweight [?]on Thailand.

Every one baht rise in fuel prices cuts economic growth by two basis points, according to state planning agency estimates, underlining why Bangkok is reluctant to increase subsidies.

"Higher oil prices could weigh on consumption, the current account and the baht, while also complicating the disinflation path and potentially limiting how much [?]further rates can fall," said Nattanont Arunyakananda, investment manager of Thai equities at Aberdeen Investments.

The war has upended Thailand's inflation picture, with average inflation projected to rise as much as 3.5% this year depending on how the conflict unfolds, a stark turnaround from a 0.54% contraction in the first quarter.

Thailand has limited ammunition to address its economic problems, Finance Minister Ekniti Nitithanprapas said on Friday.

Sliding baht taking the heat

The currency has emerged as the pressure valve, with the Thai baht sliding about 2.8% [?]since the war broke out, though it has clawed back some of the losses since the ceasefire was announced last week.

Regional rivals the Philippine peso and the  Indonesian rupiah are at record lows, but the baht's strong performance in 2025 when it gained 9%, is likely to help provide Thailand some buffer and more room to weaken, analysts say.

Still, Thailand is walking a tightrope, having to pick and choose where to step in. It has ruled out fuel subsidies for now, but will absorb higher costs to keep electricity tariffs largely unchanged ahead of the summer.

Fiscal worries are compounding the pressure, with public debt at 66% of GDP - just shy of the 70% ceiling - and investors worry that the government [?]may need to raise it. The government so far has said it does not  plan to raise the ceiling.

"If the shock extends beyond April, it stops being just a headline issue and starts feeding into day-to-day operations," Aberdeen's Mr Nattanont said.
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																Thailand's capital market cannot insulate itself from the global rise of high-frequency trading (HFT), which has become an integral part of modern financial markets worldwide, says Pichet Sithi-Amnuai, chairman of the Association of Thai Securities Companies (Asco).
Mr Pichet, also president of Bualuang Securities (BLS), said HFT represents an evolution that is "unavoidable rather than optional" and should not be misunderstood as a distortion, but rather as a structural shift driven by technological advancement.

While concerns around HFT continue to surface, investors should avoid overreacting to market noise, he said. Mr Pichet currently serves as vice-chairman of the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET).

"The role of the SET is not to block such technologies, but to ensure a level playing field and prevent excessive inequality in market access and execution advantages," he said. "The objective is not to determine who profits more, but to maintain a balanced ecosystem where all participants can coexist."

The SET has established a task force, in collaboration with relevant institutions, to gradually roll out policies aimed at strengthening market confidence and ensuring fair competition.

In Mr Pichet's view, investors can be categorised into three distinct groups based on their tools and technological capabilities. The first group comprises retail investors who rely on traditional analysis and long-term investing.

The second group consists of high-net-worth or institutional investors who are equipped with more sophisticated tools. HFT players, meanwhile, are those who leverage advanced algorithms and ultra-fast execution.

Crucially, these groups do not compete directly with one another. Instead, competition occurs within the same tiers, with HFT firms competing only with their peers.

"As a result, retail investors should not feel disadvantaged by not competing with 'Lamborghini-level' players. Each segment operates under different strategies and conditions," he said.

STRATEGY OVER SPEED

Amid heightened volatility, investors are strongly advised not to compete with HFT on speed or short-term timing, but instead to focus on strategies aligned with their own capabilities, particularly fundamental valuation approaches such as discounted cash flow (DCF).

Rather than reacting to rapid price movements driven by algorithmic trading, investors should anchor decisions on intrinsic value and long-term earnings potential.

With market conditions becoming increasingly unstable, Mr Pichet suggested a shift away from passive "buy-and-hold" strategies towards a more adaptive approach.

Investors should carefully assess entry points and focus on stocks with clear exposure to global macro factors such as geopolitical tensions or commodity cycles. Secondly, they should apply "valuation focus" approaches such as DCF with a focus on intrinsic value to "help filter out short-term noise created by HFT-driven volatilities," he said.

"Thailand's equity market currently trades below its 10-year average price-earnings ratio. That suggests supportive downside valuation buffers," he added.

In a downside scenario, Mr Pichet sees the SET index possibly falling towards a "worst-case" level of around 1,160 points, creating selective buying opportunities.

For retail participants, dollar-cost averaging (DCA) remains a key strategy to navigate volatility: Investing consistently over time reduces timing risk, he said, suggesting investors should accumulate more shares during downturns, enforce discipline, and avoid emotional buying at market peaks.

LONG-TERM DISCIPLINE

Despite short-term turbulence, investors are encouraged to maintain a long-term perspective and avoid panic selling, particularly during market downturns. Historical lessons, such as premature redemptions in long-term equity funds, highlight the risks of emotional decision-making.

"HFT is a permanent fixture in today's financial markets, and efforts to eliminate it are neither realistic nor constructive. Instead, regulators are focused on managing its impact, ensuring fairness, and maintaining market integrity," Mr Pichet noted.

For investors, the key is clear: do not compete with machines, but rather compete with strategy.

By focusing on fundamentals, adopting DCF-based valuation, applying DCA discipline, and understanding their position within the market ecosystem, investors can navigate volatility more effectively without being disrupted by the speed of algorithmic trading, he added.
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																Inflationary pressures and a potential rise in interest rates, both in Thailand and the US, are directly weighing on bond valuations and investor sentiment, leading to a higher possibility of payment default, Kasikorn Asset Management (KAsset) has warned.
KAsset Executive Chairman Win Phromphaet said early signs of economic fragility are becoming more visible, with large corporates increasingly seeking to extend debt repayments to avoid default.

This trend points to a gradual rise in credit risk, particularly as borrowing costs climb and demand softens, he said.

According to Mr Win, global bond markets are facing mounting risks as persistent inflation, prolonged geopolitical tensions and a rising interest rate cycle erode the traditional perception of fixed income as a low-volatility asset class.

Institutional investors are increasingly repositioning portfolios towards short-duration instruments, while steering clear of high-risk sectors such as real estate.

Despite the fact that 60-70% of mutual fund assets remain allocated to fixed income, the current macroeconomic environment has significantly elevated risks across the asset class.

Liquidity risks are also surfacing. While global private credit assets managed by firms such as Apollo Global Management and KKR remain fundamentally sound, with limited default concerns, some funds have imposed redemption limits, or "gating", highlighting strains in liquidity among retail investors, Mr Win noted.

SECTOR RISKS

Institutional investors identify real estate as the most vulnerable sector, citing weak purchasing power, elevated household debt and tightening credit conditions. Exposure to the sector has been significantly reduced, with investment limited to only a few high-conviction names.

The petrochemical sector also faces headwinds, largely due to volatility in oil prices, which directly impacts production costs. However, companies backed by strong parent firms, such as those under PTT and Siam Cement (SCC), continue to benefit from stronger financial profiles.

Meanwhile, non-rated high-yield bonds have effectively disappeared from institutional portfolios, reflecting heightened risk aversion and a broader market shutdown for lower-quality issuers, he said.

Against this backdrop, Mr Win noted that fund managers are "increasingly favouring short-term bonds with maturities of six to 12 months" to reduce exposure to interest rate volatility and price fluctuations. The strategy also allows investors to remain flexible while awaiting clearer signals on inflation, oil prices and geopolitical developments.

Short-duration instruments offer relatively stable pricing compared with long-term bonds, which are more sensitive to rate hikes. Avoiding duration mismatch -- where short-term liquidity needs are invested in long-term assets -- has also become a key priority to prevent systemic stress during periods of market panic, according to Mr Win.

POCKETS OF RESILIENCE

Despite the challenging environment, certain areas remain relatively resilient. Large corporations with strong balance sheets continue to command investor confidence, while segments of the tourism sector, particularly those with exposure to Europe, are showing stable performance.

Global private credit markets also remain fundamentally robust, with concerns centred more on liquidity management than credit quality.

In an environment marked by economic slowdown, rising defaults and prolonged geopolitical risks, investors are adopting a defensive stance. The preference for short-duration bonds reflects a broader strategy to preserve capital, maintain liquidity, and navigate uncertainty until macroeconomic conditions stabilise.

Mr Win emphasised diversification through mutual funds rather than concentrated positions in individual bonds as a way to better manage credit and liquidity risks.

Money market funds, in particular, have seen rising demand as investors seek low-risk, highly liquid vehicles in which to park capital amid ongoing uncertainty, he added.
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																Thailand's telecom sector is entering a new growth cycle, driven by data, artificial intelligence (AI) and infrastructure investment.
To regulate the sector, the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) has issued its top priorities for 2026: promoting affordable mobile phone call tariffs, infrastructure optimisation, spectrum management, AI governance frameworks, and measures to encourage green energy adoption in data centres.

Trairat Viriyasirikul, acting secretary-general of the NBTC, said the regulator is developing a sophisticated regulatory framework to harmonise rapid technological growth with public interest and environmental sustainability, as Thailand pivots towards becoming a regional digital hub.

The Thai telecom industry is poised for a new phase of transformation this year, driven by accelerating demand for digital services, rising data consumption and significant investments in next-generation infrastructure, according to the latest industry outlook presented to the NBTC by Time Consulting.

The telecom sector is now undergoing structural change as policymakers and operators shift focus towards data-centric services, AI and cloud-driven ecosystems.

Paradigm shift

While the traditional fixed-line telephone market continues its steady decline, the mobile phone service sector remains robust.

Driven by the strategic rollout of 5G, now boasting more than 25.8 million users, the market is seeing a rise in average revenue per user as quality-centric service packages become the norm.

With a projected compound annual growth rate of 28%, the data centre market value is expected to rise from 47 billion baht in 2025 to over 200 billion baht by 2031.

Global tech titans, including Amazon Web Services (AWS), Google and TikTok, have signalled their confidence in Thailand with investment plans totaling approximately 645 billion baht by 2030.

This influx of capital is supported by the Board of Investment and the government's Thailand 4.0 initiative, which aims to position the kingdom as the region's premier digital destination.

The communications market is expected to maintain steady growth, with digital services emerging as the primary driver.

Fixed and mobile internet services continue to expand in line with increasing user demand, while Internet of Things (IoT) services and cloud infrastructure are gaining momentum.

Mobile services, while still the largest segment, are entering a mature phase. Market value is projected to grow modestly, supported by rising average revenue per user, driven by higher-value service packages and increased data usage.

While only a portion of Thai organisations currently deploy AI, a significant majority are planning implementation, creating strong demand for data storage and processing infrastructure.

Key priorities

To manage this rapid expansion, the NBTC has outlined five critical policies that will define its regulatory work this year.

Firstly, the NBTC is focusing on the spectrum roadmap and 5.5G readiness to ensure seamless connectivity and push the boundaries of 5G towards 5.5G.

The NBTC is also preparing for the reallocation of the 2100MHz band (2 x 45MHz), which expires in 2027.

Furthermore, the commission is finalising the criteria for the auction of the 3500MHz band. The auction is expected to take place between the fourth quarter of this year and early 2027.

Second, the NBTC is introducing a framework to promote green energy and low-carbon technologies in the data centre sector. The goal is to align the telecom sector with Thailand's net-zero targets through zoning, infrastructure management and policy synergy with related agencies.

Third, the NBTC is taking steps to ensure ethical AI usage. The commission is developing a Governance Framework and Guidelines for AI, focusing on risk management and transparency to build user confidence while mitigating the risks of unpredictable AI outputs.

Fourth, the NBTC is intensifying its support for moving communication lines underground and for infrastructure sharing to improve urban landscapes and network reliability.

A key focus this year is the reform of duct rental rates. Current rates of 9,650-12,500 baht/km/month are deemed high, and the NBTC aims to implement a pricing framework based on actual costs to reduce the burden on operators and consumers alike.

Fifth, the commission is actively revising the structure of mobile service rates to protect consumers and ensure fair pricing.

A significant step is the introduction of integrated voice and data packages, including one priced at 210 baht per month for 70 minutes and 6 gigabytes of data, designed to ensure affordable access for all segments of the population.

According to the NBTC, Thailand's progress is reflected in the 2025 ICT Development Index by the International Telecommunication Union, which shows near-universal connectivity, with 92.6% of the population and 95.2% of households having internet access.
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																Michelin-listed restaurant operators expect a gloomy outlook for the dining business this year, hampered by sluggish spending and surging energy costs.
"This crisis looks more difficult than Covid-19, as consumers are saving more and cutting their spending. During the pandemic, people were more willing to dine out," said Parkorn Kosiyabong, chef and owner of the one-Michelin-star restaurant GOAT Bangkok.

Since the war between the US and Iran erupted, logistics costs for ingredients have risen by over 5%, as the restaurant sources directly from local suppliers across the country, he said.

The restaurant has also observed that customers' spending per bill has fallen by an average of 20%, mostly on drink pairings with main course meals. Overall, these changing behaviours have impacted its margins.

Roughly 70% of GOAT's customers are foreigners, with the remainder being local diners.

However, even if the situation is prolonged, the restaurant does not plan to increase meal prices or reduce portions to offset surging expenses, said Mr Parkorn.

"We are willing to give up some margin in order to maintain the quality of service. If profits are thinner, we can still rely on previous retained earnings," he said.

As a standalone operator, it is still able to adjust its strategy quickly in order to survive. Last year, the restaurant received a Michelin Green Star, which helped create good momentum for this year, said Mr Parkorn.

Paisarn Cheewinsiriwat, chef and owner of Kaen, featured in the Michelin Guide Khon Kaen dining section, said a 5-10% increase in ingredient costs is still manageable for the restaurant.

He added that the restaurant mainly uses local ingredients supplied from Khon Kaen, making it less affected by expensive long-distance logistics.

He also noted that during the past month, when petrol prices spiked, customer numbers from Bangkok suddenly dropped.

During the Songkran holiday, its bookings were lower than in previous years, as visitors from Bangkok refrained from making long-distance trips to save money.

If the energy crisis and sluggish spending persist, the restaurant may reduce meal portions to streamline costs or create new menus designed to encourage higher spending.

Amid a challenging environment, he said high-end restaurants may be more affected than affordable ones. For Kaen, it is still considered reasonably priced, averaging 800 baht per bill.

According to the Tourism Authority of Thailand, foreign tourists spent an additional 3.18 billion baht on food and dining during the eight-year Michelin Guide Thailand programme between 2018 and 2025.

The agency invested roughly 27 million baht per year, or 216.4 million baht over eight years, in bringing the guidebook to Thailand, generating a 14.7-fold return on the initial investment.

Last year, around 3.46 million foreign visitors dined at Michelin-listed restaurants in Thailand. About 468 restaurants were listed in the Michelin Guide in 2026.
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																Semiconductors are becoming increasingly scarce as booming demand from artificial intelligence (AI), data centres and cloud services reshapes the global market, according to Supant Mongkolsuthree, honorary chairman of the Federation of Thai Industries.
Mr Supant, also chairman of IT product distributor Synnex (Thailand), said new industries are absorbing memory chips that were once widely available for IT products, power generation and home appliances.

"The rise of AI, data centres, cloud computing and robotics is driving a global memory chip shortage, pushing prices higher," he noted.

While automotive and advanced technology sectors can absorb rising costs, consumer electronics such as smartphones, laptops and household appliances are facing mounting challenges.

Prices for random access memory (RAM) have more than doubled this year, while some reports say memory chip prices increased by up to 90% in the first quarter of 2026.

Mr Supant warned that the shortage will have lasting effects on smartphone manufacturers, particularly those producing Android devices, as well as computer and appliance makers.

He said manufacturers are likely to pass higher production costs on to consumers, with smartphone prices expected to rise and low- to mid-range laptops facing increases of 10-15%.

China's chipmakers are moving quickly to supply high-performance semiconductors to the global market, which could help ease shortages.

However, Mr Supant has urged the government to revise investment packages and trade measures to attract more foreign investors and support industries dependent on semiconductors.

To strengthen long-term resilience, the Semiconductor Board has launched a national strategy to develop human resources and establish two subcommittees. The plan aims to attract 5 billion baht in investment between 2025 and 2029, positioning Thailand as a regional hub for advanced semiconductor and electronics production.

The Israel-US conflict with Iran is also affecting chip manufacturing.

The conflicts are sending shockwaves through global supply chains, with semiconductor manufacturing taking a heavy hit and creating ripple effects for industries heavily reliant on chips, particularly the automotive sector, Wallop Chalermvongsavej, managing director of Hyundai Mobility Thailand, said earlier.

The chip shortage will affect car production, leading to manufacturing slowdowns and higher operating costs amid oil price volatility, he warned, adding that cars will eventually become more expensive.

A key factor behind the crisis is helium. Attacks on Qatar's Ras Laffan facility -- one of the world's largest helium hubs -- have knocked out about one-third of global supply, according to media reports.
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																This year's International Monetary Fund Spring Meetings come at a time of heightened economic uncertainty and intense scrutiny of the institution's capabilities and approach. Critics on the left argue that the IMF imposes regressive austerity measures on borrowers, exacerbating poverty, hampering economic growth, and undermining their ability to achieve debt sustainability. On the right, US President Donald Trump's administration has accused the IMF of "mission creep," claiming that it has strayed from its core mandate of maintaining macroeconomic stability.
While not all these criticisms are valid, the IMF itself recognises that reform is essential. Its researchers have already identified crucial changes, and its leadership has acknowledged them. But the Fund has been slow to put them into practice.

The Fund's 2016 findings on austerity are a case in point. A decade ago, IMF economists showed that cutting public spending during a crisis exacerbates inequality, harming both the "level and sustainability of growth." A key reason has to do with "fiscal multipliers": the impact of changes in government spending on GDP.

As the World Bank has shown, spending on social-protection programs, such as cash assistance to the poor, can deliver enormous returns, with every dollar spent adding $2.50 (80 baht) to the local economy. The dynamic is clear: low-income households spend the money they receive on goods and services, prompting businesses to expand and hire more workers, who then increase their own spending. But the inverse is also true, as every dollar cut from social spending removes $2.50 from the economy.

Yet austerity remains central to IMF programs. As a result, growth consistently falls short of the Fund's forecasts -- in other words, the stricter the austerity, the wider the gap. The debt sustainability assessments on which IMF programs rely thus often prove to be inaccurate, leaving countries that comply with the Fund's demands in need of additional emergency financing.

Similarly, IMF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva has called for higher taxes on the rich, explaining that progressive taxation is governments' most effective tool for financing state budgets and reducing inequality without hurting growth. By contrast, regressive taxes like value-added taxes (VAT) undermine growth by increasing inequality, weakening consumption, and discouraging investment and job creation. Despite these findings, much of the IMF's official policy advice still promotes regressive tax measures for low- and middle-income countries.

This gap between principle and practice is also evident in the IMF's limited understanding of politics and political economy. A whopping 85% of the Fund's mission chiefs report that political issues are the "principal barrier" to implementing IMF policy advice, yet the institution continues to hire only economists. Its lack of political expertise and country-specific knowledge is therefore a matter of policy, not an oversight.

To see the IMF's failures in action, one need look no further than Egypt. After entering four successive IMF programs over the past decade, the country is now the Fund's third-largest debtor in absolute terms, with $9.4 billion in outstanding debt. In exchange for these loans, the government cut universal social-protection systems, reduced social spending, and raised regressive taxes such as VAT and customs duties.

What Egypt did not do -- at least initially -- was tackle the massive network of military-owned enterprises that deters private investment and drains public resources. The IMF did not know enough about Egypt's political economy to incorporate this issue into its early lending programs. It was only in 2022, after lending Egypt $20 billion over six years, that the Fund finally began to impose conditions on military-owned companies.

For the most part, the IMF stuck to its traditional approach, with predictable results. Austerity and tax measures increased poverty, depressed domestic demand, and caused the private sector to shrink in 106 of the past 120 months. Egypt's GDP shrank from $351 billion in 2016 to $349 billion in 2025, even as the population grew by 30%. Meanwhile, external debt tripled. Last year, Egyptians were the second-largest group of undocumented migrants arriving in Europe, a reflection of rising poverty and the country's lack of job opportunities.

Macroeconomic stability depends on debt sustainability, which in turn requires robust, inclusive, and sustainable growth. To fulfil its mandate, the IMF must therefore design country-specific, politically sensitive programs that incorporate its own findings about what drives -- and undermines -- growth. Rather than imposing austerity, such programs should seek to leverage public investments in social protection and essential services. They should also include progressive taxes, along with measures to strengthen governments' tax-collection capacity.

The decennial Review of IMF Program Design and Conditionality, which is now underway, presents an opportunity for the Fund to abandon outdated and counterproductive policy prescriptions and put its money where its research is, adopting the evidence-based approach that its own staff and leadership acknowledge is needed. Amid rising economic volatility, the timing could hardly be more critical. The IMF and its shareholders must not let it pass. (c)2026 Project Syndicate

Timothy Kaldas is Deputy Director of the Tahrir Institute for Middle East Policy.
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																There is no such thing as a free lunch. When global oil prices rise sharply, as they are doing now, someone must bear the cost. Some countries choose to absorb it through government support, as in Japan, while others pass the burden on to consumers, as in Thailand. Neither approach is inherently right or wrong; each carries different economic consequences. Policymakers must decide which set of outcomes is more acceptable and act accordingly.
In my previous article, I recommended the government shoulder the initial burden and allow consumers and producers to gradually absorb the costs later, given the fragility of the economy, marked by weak GDP growth and high household debt.

However, if the government takes the alternative route, it must be prepared to face the consequences of higher domestic oil prices.

[image: ]


Most economists would agree these consequences include slower GDP growth and rising inflation. In reality, however, an oil price shock triggers a broader set of six interrelated effects. The most critical is the current account balance, which sits at the top of the economic "food chain" and sets off a chain reaction affecting five other variables. Allow me to explain.

The National Economic and Social Development Council (NESDC) appears to take a more limited view of these consequences. It has produced simulations of the economic impact of oil price increases under four scenarios (see table).

For the benefit of readers who may not be able to view the table, I will describe the results. The simulations, labelled S0 to S3, project the impact of oil price shocks on the Thai economy in 2026.

Under S0 -- the "no-war" scenario -- real GDP growth is expected to be 2.0%, with inflation at 0.2%. In S1, the mild scenario, global oil prices rise to US$85-95 (2,720-3,039 baht) per barrel, reducing GDP growth to 1.4% while pushing inflation up to 2.7%. In S2, the moderate scenario, oil prices climb further to US$105-115, with growth falling to 0.9% and inflation rising to 4.4%. In S3, the severe case, prices reach US$135-145, leaving GDP growth at just 0.2% while inflation surges to 5.8%.

At first glance, these projections appear reasonable: higher oil prices lead to lower growth and higher inflation. However, closer inspection raises questions -- particularly when considering the final column of the table, which shows implied nominal GDP growth. Nominal GDP growth is simply the sum of real growth and inflation.

Again, for those unable to view the table, the implied nominal GDP growth rates for S0 through S3 are 2.2%, 4.1%, 5.3%, and 6.0%, respectively.

This raises a fundamental question: how can nominal GDP growth in the severe scenario (S3) reach 6.0%, significantly higher than the 4.1% recorded in the mild scenario (S1)? How could incomes appear stronger when oil prices are much higher? Should the opposite not be the case? Does the NESDC assume that wages will rise sufficiently with inflation to boost consumption and, in turn, nominal GDP?

Such inconsistencies cast doubt on the credibility of the simulations produced by the state think tank. As an economist, I can offer a plausible explanation. The projections appear to be derived from two separate econometric models -- one for GDP growth and another for inflation -- each producing its own results without sufficient cross-checking.

By contrast, I adopt what I call a "chain reaction" approach, which integrates all relevant variables into a single framework. This approach begins with the current account -- the top of the economic food chain -- and traces six interconnected links: (1) the current account balance, (2) the exchange rate, (3) inflation, (4) liquidity conditions, (5) interest rates, and (6) GDP growth. Notably, GDP sits at the bottom of this chain, not the top. Estimating it in isolation risks the kind of inconsistencies evident in the NESDC's exercise.

This framework is not hypothetical. It is grounded in observation of the 2022 oil shock following the Russia-Ukraine war. At that time, Brent crude prices rose sharply, producing a sequence of effects similar to what we are seeing today. With oil prices again on the rise -- from around US$65 per barrel in 2025 to a projected average of US$94 in 2026 -- there is little reason to expect a different pattern.

Let us begin with the current account. Higher oil prices translate directly into higher import costs. Oil payments are estimated to rise from US$41 billion in 2025 to US$63.5 billion in 2026. Freight costs will also increase, as higher fuel prices push up transport expenses. Thailand spent US$23.5 billion on freight in 2025; I estimate this could rise by a further US$4.7 billion.

Taken together, these two factors -- higher oil imports and increased freight costs -- could shift Thailand's current account from a surplus of US$15.9 billion last year to a deficit of US$11.3 billion this year.

This is where the chain reaction begins. A current account deficit implies that more dollars are flowing out of Thailand than coming in. Basic supply and demand dynamics dictate that the baht will weaken. Compounding the problem, a weakening currency often prompts foreign investors to withdraw funds, fearing further depreciation.

In March 2026, the combined effect of the current account deficit and capital outflows amounted to US$10.2 billion, compared with a net inflow of US$1.2 billion just a month earlier.

The only reason the baht has not depreciated more sharply is the Bank of Thailand's intervention in the foreign exchange market. However, such intervention cannot continue indefinitely. Eventually, market forces will prevail, and the baht will weaken -- much as it did following the 2022 oil shock.

How far could it fall? While I do not claim to be a currency forecaster, past experience offers some guidance. In 2022, the baht depreciated from 32.2 to the dollar in mid-February to 38.3 by October. A similar trajectory in 2026 would not be surprising.

So far, I have discussed only the first two links in the chain: the current account and the exchange rate.

Four more remain -- inflation, liquidity, interest rates, and GDP growth. However, space constraints prevent a full explanation here.

I will therefore address the remaining links in the next article. I apologise to readers for the delay.
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																Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk sent a message congratulating Hungary's newly elected prime minister, Peter Magyar, for having evicted long-serving populist leader Viktor Orban (aka "The Viktator") from power. All the usual welcoming words, but Mr Tusk's message ended with two slightly mysterious words in Hungarian: "Ruszkik haza" -- Russians go home.
Hungary's value to Moscow was its membership in the European Union and Nato, which enabled it to pass on all the information that its representatives had access to as members.

Mr Orban also blocked various EU decisions that Russia disapproved of, like his recent veto of a US$105 billion (3.3 trillion baht) EU loan to Ukraine to replace the US aid that President Donald Trump cancelled.

That loan will now go through. Repairing the huge damage done by 16 years of Mr Orban will take a lot longer: the judiciary has been packed, the government is a kleptocracy, the media are 80%-owned by Mr Orban's cronies, and the electoral map has been gerrymandered. But the main interest for non-Hungarians is the possibility that this is a communicable disease.

Populists all over the place clearly fear that it might be. Mr Orban rose to power when Mr Trump was a property developer, Italy's Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni was a junior minister, France's Marine Le Pen and Britain's Nigel Farage were fringe figures, and Germany's Alice Weidel was a financial consultant.

They all found time in their busy schedules to offer their support to Mr Orban, and now they are strangely silent. It's like when your parents die: you realise that it's now you on the front line.

Last week, with Mr Orban trailing badly, they pulled all the stops out. Mr Trump, in his fifth intervention in support of Mr Orban in six months, posted "I AM WITH HIM ALL THE WAY", and Vice-President JD Vance showed up in Budapest in person on the way to his equally unsuccessful performance in the "peace talks" in Islamabad.

This is an unusual amount of attention to lavish on an election in a country of nine million people located in the unfashionable end of Europe. You only have to compare it to the attention that the world media gave to the 2023 election that brought Orban clone Robert Fico back to power in Slovakia.

That event got almost zero attention, whereas Sunday's election in Hungary got front-page coverage almost everywhere.

The difference is entirely due to the fact that Mr Orban's loss was seen as a defeat for the founding father of the populist strategy, at least in its current incarnation -- and possibly a harbinger of the future.

The anxiety of some and the hopes of others have been stoked by the growing likelihood that the populist formula is failing in its natural homeland, the United States. Mr Trump's own erratic behaviour is part of the problem, but the economic dislocation caused by his war against Iran is an even bigger reason for them to fear defeat in the midterm elections next November.

The governing party losing control of one House of Congress in the midterms, or even of both, is a frequent feature of national politics in the United States, and it normally doesn't cause despair. It's a protest vote, and it's not even a reliable predictor of what will happen in the general election.

Yet Mr Trump & Co in the United States, and even more so their fellow travellers in Europe and far-flung outposts like Argentina, seem concerned that the wind has changed, even though nobody else has noticed it yet.

Maybe they are wrong, and this is only a minor setback in their inevitable march to power everywhere in the West. But protest-based mass movements have an average lifetime of 10-15 years, so a steep decline in the health and longevity of populist governments starting about now would not be untypical.

On the other hand, Mr Trump's desperate antics as he seeks a face-saving way out of his war on Iran are prolonging an economic downturn that could end in a major recession.

Voters punish whichever government is in power when a recession arrives with complete disregard for the actual causes, so we could see old populist regimes go down even as new ones emerge elsewhere.
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																When Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul declared in parliament last week that Thailand must become a member of the OECD, his statement reflected both ambition and urgency.
Thailand began its accession process in 2024 and aims for membership by 2030. The government argues OECD membership would place the country among advanced economies, boost investor confidence and help steer Thailand towards higher standards of governance and competitiveness.

Countries that aspire beyond their current standing often perform better. The real question is whether the government is prepared to meet standards that judge performance not by intention, but by actions.

OECD membership requires political consent from existing members, legal alignment with more than 200 international standards, extensive legal and institutional reform, and -- most critically -- proof that laws are enforced justly, independently and beyond political convenience.

So where does Thailand stand now? Last month, then Deputy Prime Minister Borwornsak Uwanno attended the OECD Global Anti-Corruption and Integrity Forum (GACIF) in Paris, where the latest OECD follow-up integrity review of Thailand was unveiled. The report builds on two earlier reviews conducted in 2018 and 2021.

The report acknowledges that Thailand has made progress, particularly in policy design and formal commitments. Yet the review is also clear that the core problem on governance remains unchanged: a lack of enforcement.

Gaps between law and enforcement persist in critical areas such as lobbying regulation, conflict-of-interest management and disciplinary systems in the public sector.

The OECD report gives precise recommendations. They include strengthening monitoring and evaluation of the national anti-corruption strategy, and improving coordination between anti-corruption agencies. Others are ensuring proper verification and follow-up of asset and interest declarations, increasing coherence and fairness in disciplinary procedures, improving transparency in public decision-making and strengthening protection for whistle-blowers.

These shortcomings do not mean Thailand's OECD ambition is out-of-reach. In OECD terms, however, Thailand remains a work in progress. After all, membership is not simply a matter of revising more than 200 laws or pledging cleaner government. It requires trust that our institutions function justly, independently and predictably. Needless to say, trust in institutions is earned not only on reform announcements, but on how rules of law are applied in everyday governance.

Public participation is another area that deserves closer scrutiny. The proposed Land Bridge project in the South is a case in point. This week, academics and conservation groups accused the government of withholding information related to environmental and health impact assessments for the trillion-baht scheme. Such disputes highlight the gap between Thailand's policy ambition to become an OECD member and the perceived lack of public participation on the ground.

Prime Minister Anutin is right to see OECD membership as pivotal for Thailand's economy. The question is not whether Thailand wants to join, but whether its political institutions, bureaucracy and independent bodies are ready to change how power is exercised.
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																China holds only 6% of the world's fresh water, which supports nearly 20% of the global population and generates over 18% of global gross domestic product. The country faces water challenges largely due to water quality concerns and significant spatio-temporal imbalances.
Alarmingly, the country's per capita water availability remains below the global average --only 35% of it -- with nearly two-thirds of its cities experiencing water shortages. These concerns are worsened by competing demands: agriculture -- the largest water-consuming sector in China, accounting for around 62% of total consumption -- industry at just over 16%, and domestic use.

To address the problem, Chinese Premier Li Qiang, in his Government Work Report at the Fourth Session of the 14th National People's Congress in March, highlighted the "accelerated construction of a modern water network" as a major strategic task.

By the end of 2024, China had completed 95,000 reservoirs, 200 large- and medium-sized water diversion projects, 6,924 large- and medium-sized irrigation districts, and over 310,000 kilometres of dikes.

The country's total storage capacity exceeds one trillion cubic metres. To monitor this infrastructure, China has digitised 26 million water assets -- including rivers, lakes and hydraulic projects -- using satellites, radar and monitoring stations.

China's 15th Five-Year Plan sets out an ambitious infrastructure agenda, calling for a strengthened national water network to improve flood and drought resilience, resource allocation, and water supply across urban and rural areas.

On flood control, the plan prioritises basin-wide coordination, new reservoirs, upgraded river channels and dikes, and the systematic repair of ageing infrastructure -- with particular attention to rainfall-prone regions.

Beyond distribution, the plan calls for expanded irrigation infrastructure and dedicated emergency water reserves for cities.

Environmental goals run in parallel -- stronger river and lake protection, broader soil conservation, ecosystem restoration, and a groundwater management programme designed to bring extraction and replenishment into balance.

The 15th FYP sounds promising. Yet a question looms over its ability to address China's water problems. For instance, despite infrastructure built under previous plans, Chinese Minister of Water Resources Li Guoying has warned that the country still faces "severe water scarcity challenges".

Nearly, Minister Li Guoying stated, 70% of urban clusters, over 90% of energy bases, and more than 60% of major grain-producing areas are located in water-scarce regions, facing acute risks to water security.

China's supply-side engineering solutions carry their own risks. Diversion projects can reduce downstream flows, as seen in the impact of the Danjiangkou Reservoir on the Han River. Projects on transboundary rivers such as the Yarlung Zangbo -- which the Chinese Premier called "project of the century" -- raise concerns in lower riparian countries, including India and Bangladesh.

In January 2025, New Delhi formally conveyed its concerns to Beijing. Bangladesh also expressed concern and requested detailed technical information. The project raises further issues, including population displacement and ecological damage. China, however, argues that it will create jobs, support regional development, and mitigate environmental risks.

China's activities in upstream regions have also at times generated tensions with countries in the Mekong River basin. The Lancang-Mekong Cooperation (LMC) framework exists to manage shared water resources, but some analysts argue that it largely serves China's interests. Financing remains another issue. The Ministry of Water Resources has adhered to the principle of "using both government and market mechanisms".

A State Council press conference in January 2026 noted that social capital investment in water projects reached a record 147.6 billion yuan (about 692.5 billion baht) 2025.

To conclude, it remains to be seen how China's leadership will navigate multiple challenges -- structural water imbalances, reactions from lower riparian countries over activities on transboundary rivers, climate uncertainty, and mounting fiscal constraints -- in pursuit of the goals set out in the 15th FYP.

Amit Ranjan is a researcher at the Institute of South Asian Studies at the National University of Singapore. Genevieve Donnellon-May is a Vasey Fellow at the Pacific Forum in the United States and a non-resident fellow at the Yokosuka Council on Asia-Pacific Studies (YCAPS) in Japan. Genevieve is also an associated fellow at the Institute for Security Development Policy in Sweden.
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																The disturbing report of a decapitated dugong is gruesome. To calm public anger, Environment Minister Suchart Chomklin has offered a 50,000-baht bounty for clues leading to the perpetrators, who are believed to be selling the bones and carcasses in the amulet market.
Marine officials confirmed last Thursday that the full-grown male dugong -- weighing 120 kilogrammes and measuring 2.2 metres -- did not die from fishing gear injuries.

Officials concluded the person responsible had knowledge of animal anatomy, as the neck was neatly cut by a sharp object. Officials also found a cut on its chest, and its tail had been tied to an underwater rock.

The gruesome poaching of this dugong is not the first and is likely not the last. Dugong parts are sought after by amulet worshippers. Weak enforcement encourages poachers to hunt, despite the severe penalties for harming protected species like dugongs -- a fine of up to 1.5 million baht and up to 15 years in prison.

According to Southeast Asian mysticism, a dugong fang is known as the "ivory of the sea", with a belief that it possesses the power to protect owners and induce luck and power. In the amulet market, a fang can fetch at least 100,000 baht, or even more for a large fang from an adult dugong. Cadaver oil, derived from its tears or carcass, is also treated as a black magic charm oil that fetches 600 baht per tiny bottle.

Indeed, the dugong population has been at a critical stage for the past decade. Climate change, pollution, a reduction in seagrass food sources, irresponsible fisheries and poaching have decimated its population.

Recent data shows a sharp decline, from about 248 animals in 2023 to roughly 114-150 in 2025-2026 -- a drop of more than 50% in just a few years.

Between 2023 and 2025, 112 dugongs were stranded, eight of which had their tusks or heads illegally removed. The Environment Ministry has never arrested the poachers.

The question is why. Wildlife protection officials have been effective in collaborating with foreign governments and international conservationists to combat wildlife poaching syndicates that have used Thailand to transport parts such as ivory, tiger bones and rhino horns.

Dugongs are heavily targeted in the internet poaching market. It would not be an insurmountable task if officials put their hearts into the investigation.

In cyberspace, there are online sites that sell dugong fangs. At temples in the southern provinces, there have been amulet blessing rites believed to involve wildlife carcasses. Wildlife protection officials need to work harder to pursue online amulet sites. Monks and temples need to be roped in to stop this perverted mysticism.

Thailand has been trying to save these vulnerable dugongs from extinction. During the past decade, the Department of Marine and Coastal Resources (DMCR) has declared 13 dugong sanctuaries along the Andaman and Gulf of Thailand coasts. However, the government has not been active enough in eradicating demand from the amulet market.

The case of the beheaded dugong is not just a gruesome wildlife story. It is a test case for Mr Suchart's conservation efforts. The ministry must catch the dugong killer. Failing to do so will send a signal to poachers to kill more. In hard times, poaching helpless wildlife is a quick and easy way to make money.
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									Rethink Asean-Pakistan relations								

															

																Pakistan became an Asean sectoral dialogue partner in 1993. Yet for more than three decades, the grouping's engagement with this nuclear-armed state has remained limited. The time has surely come to reconsider its status and elevate it to a full dialogue partner.
In recent weeks, perceptions of Pakistan have shifted, thanks to its role in helping ease tensions between the United States and Iran. Within Asean, Islamabad has emerged as a potential catalyst for wider engagement.

This is not about endorsing nuclear powers, but about working with like-minded partners. Pakistan has demonstrated an ability to engage all sides -- a quality Asean prides itself on.

Last week, during a meeting with Pakistani ambassador Rukhsana Afzaal, Foreign Minister Sihasak Phuangketkeow praised Pakistan's role in facilitating a ceasefire and supporting ongoing peace efforts between Washington and Tehran.

Asean has long been cautious in dealing with nuclear powers. Since the 1995 Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone (SEANWFZ), also known as the Bangkok Treaty, the bloc has sought to keep the region free of nuclear weapons.

It has also tried to persuade the five recognised nuclear powers -- the US, China, France, the UK and Russia -- to accede to the treaty. In 2000, only China expressed interest, but Asean held back, wary of jeopardising broader consensus. Indonesia's push in 2023 to bring all five on board ultimately proved ineffective.

The bloc should therefore adopt a more pragmatic approach, welcoming any nuclear power willing to sign on without preconditions.

As far back as 2010, then Thai foreign minister Kasit Piromya suggested that Asean engage both India and Pakistan -- South Asia's two nuclear powers -- on acceding to SEANWFZ. The idea never took off, largely due to longstanding tensions between the two.

Today, with rising nuclear risks in the Middle East and Northeast Asia, Asean should revisit its approach to non-Western nuclear powers.

With a population of 259 million and a strategic location linking South Asia and the Middle East, Pakistan warrants greater attention. It has been a member of the Asean Regional Forum (ARF) since 2004 and remains a sectoral dialogue partner, focusing on cooperation in areas such as security dialogue, trade and counterterrorism.

Pakistan's cordial ties with Iran -- with which it shares a 909-kilometre border -- give it a rare ability to engage across divides in a polarised region.

As Asean economies rely heavily on energy imports from the Gulf, any disruption, particularly in the Strait of Hormuz, would quickly affect growth and human security.

During Asean's recent engagements with the Gulf Cooperation Council, including summits in Riyadh in 2024 and Kuala Lumpur in 2025, priorities centred on energy, trade, investment and the welfare of Asean workers in the region.

For over three decades, Pakistan has sought full dialogue partner status. India, which joined Asean at the same time, has since advanced its ties to the level of a comprehensive strategic partner -- a disparity that is increasingly difficult to justify.

Although Pakistan joined the ARF in 2004, its role has remained limited. During the Cold War, it was a member of the now-defunct Southeast Asia Treaty Organisation (SEATO), which once underpinned regional security cooperation among Western allies.

Granting Pakistan full dialogue partner status would be a practical step. It would give Asean another channel to engage the Middle East and address broader security challenges.

At the same time, Pakistan must step up its outreach to Asean through more frequent high-level visits, deeper diplomatic engagement, and expanded cooperation in areas such as energy, the halal industry and connectivity.

In the political-security sphere, cooperation has focused on counterterrorism, transnational crime and maritime security. Pakistan should also make better use of the ARF, which, despite being criticised as a talking shop, still plays a role in building trust and promoting dialogue.

Bilateral Asean-Pakistan trade remains modest, at around US$11.5 billion (370 billion baht) in 2024, small compared with other partners, including India.

Asean imports from Pakistan mainly textiles, leather goods and seafood, while exporting machinery, electronics, automotive parts and palm oil.

Malaysia is Pakistan's largest Asean trading partner, driven largely by palm oil and preferential arrangements. Indonesia is also significant, while trade with Thailand, Vietnam and the Philippines is growing but still limited.

Pakistan's evolving role, particularly in relation to Iran and the Gulf, offers Asean an opportunity to recalibrate its engagement. Recognising Pakistan as a full dialogue partner would also strengthen Asean centrality in navigating an increasingly unpredictable world.

Kavi Chongkittavorn is a veteran journalist on regional affairs.
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																Re: "Talks fail on nuclear issue", (BP, April 13).
It should be quite simple.

Israel gives up their nuclear weapons, then Iran stops its nuclear advances.

One side having all the murderous tools and demanding the other side live empty-handed is just not a solid basis for peace. It comes close to slavery.

Karl Reichstetter

Ease the speed

Re: "Minister vows policy aid amid fuel crisis", (BP, April 11).

One way to save fuel is by driving at economic speeds. Thailand has a speed limit of 90km/h on many highways, but there's a good reason not to drive at or exceed this limit.

According to the US Dept of Energy, driving above 80km/h raises fuel consumption by between 15% and 30%. This also increases polluting emissions.

The internet has articles on the subject, but I doubt that drivers' mindsets will change, even during a crisis.

Ian Cruickshank

Fading solidarity

Re: "Projecting hope for a world in turmoil", (Opinion, 10 April).

Prof Vitit Muntarbhorn's lucid and realistic diagnosis of the present world is as compelling as it is alarming. Beyond the multiple crises he identifies, one underlying malaise deserves sharper emphasis: the accelerating fragmentation of humanity, coupled with a profound erosion of solidarity.

This deficit begins at the intergenerational level -- where responsibility towards future generations is too often neglected -- and expands outward to a planetary scale marked by division, indifference and strategic self-interest. Such a trajectory is not only unsustainable; it is highly perilous.

If hope is to be more than an aspiration, it must rest on a renewed, strong ethic of solidarity -- within societies and among all nations.

Ioan Voicu

Killing tourism

Re: "Thailand steps up screening of suspicious foreigners" (BP, March 16), "Thai tourism hit, arrivals fall by 30%", (Business, April 3) & "What are Thailand's visa changes really about?" (Opinion, April 11).

For the first month after the Iran war began, tourist arrivals to Thailand fell by a whopping 30%!

Yet at the same time, we also read the Thai authorities are going to scrutinise foreign tourists even more when they come here in the future and also make travel insurance mandatory for all of them.

Now, does one really think these latter policies are going to entice more foreigners to come here?

No, they will in all likelihood produce the opposite effect.

So, for too long, the higher-ups in society have wanted to have their cake and eat it too, with regard to foreigners. They have viewed foreigners as commodities, as merely people who can give Thais economic benefit, and not as individuals to be valued as autonomous beings in their own right.

As Vanich Kittichai made clear in the article "What are Thailand's visa changes really about?", there is little correlation between the length that one stays in Thailand and criminality.

Thais should be glad that tourists want to stay in the kingdom and spend money, rather than encouraging them to get out as soon as possible, since long-stay tourists prop up the Thai economy by spending their money here.

Paul
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																The Sports Authority of Thailand's removal of snooker from the list of prohibited gambling activities under the Gambling Act 1935 seems to be good move, if not long overdue.
Recognised as a sport and played competitively at both amateur and professional levels, snooker has been constrained by a legal framework that continues to associate it with vice rather than skill.

Yet the more important question is why snooker -- and other skill-based competitions -- remained on the prohibitive activities list, so-called List B, under this law?

The inclusion of snooker, which features in global competitions such as the World Snooker Championship and regularly sees Thai players competing internationally, reflects a perception rooted in a different era, when billiard parlours were seen as places of vice.

That perception may once have held some truth decades ago. Modern snooker operates within structured academies, formal competitions and clearer regulatory oversight, with growing emphasis on youth development and international standards.

The inconsistency becomes clearer in the case of poker -- a card game recognised as a mind sport. Poker, too, has been on List B.

Last year, the Pheu Thai government provided an exemption by permitting an international poker tournament to be held in Thailand -- a policy that elevates card games to sport.

However, this policy was cancelled months later by then interior minister Anutin Charnvirakul who considered poker a vice despite the fact the game is won not by chance alone but through skill, analysis and strategy, with strict rules prohibiting cash betting in organised tournaments.

If a card game like poker can be distinguished from gambling and elevated to a professional sport, it is hard to say why snooker, which requires precision and training, remained listed under gambling laws.

The problem is not the game. It is the confusing logic that undermines the Gambling Act. The Act delegates classification authority to the Ministry of Interior, which determines which activities are permitted. That makes this law out of touch with modern reality.

The absence of a clear, principle-based definition creates legal uncertainty. Without a framework to distinguish between games of chance and skill, regulators must rely on case-by-case decisions, undermining consistency as the reversal of the poker exemption demonstrated.

Penalties under the Act, largely unchanged for decades, no longer reflect economic realities. In an era where illegal betting can involve millions of baht, fines of a few thousand are unlikely to deter.

The case of snooker should not be viewed in isolation. It reflects a broader pattern in which evolving activities must seek exemptions from a legal framework that no longer aligns with contemporary conditions.

Today it is snooker. Yesterday it was poker. Tomorrow, it may be e-sport, mahjong or other forms of skill-based play.

Addressing each case individually is neither efficient nor sustainable. What is required is a comprehensive review of the law, one that replaces rigid enumeration with clear principles and a modern definition of gambling.

Removing snooker from the list is a sensible step. But it should also remind policymakers that piecemeal adjustments are no substitute for meaningful reform.
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																Songkran, the traditional new year, has become a time when Thai and Cambodian netizens wage a war on screens, as both have defiantly claimed ownership over the centuries-old tradition.
As a Cambodian luminary is drawn into the dispute, this year's rivalry has intensified beyond the norm. Princess Jenna Norodom, who has just been promoted to the rank of Her Royal Highness, was seen in a video clip promoting Khmer Songkran to Chinese audiences, encouraging them to visit Cambodia.

The princess, a great-granddaughter of the late King Sihanouk, is popular in China. As a person who appreciates Thai art and culture, the 15-year-old princess has been caught in the middle of a dispute stirred by jingoism.

Her clip backfired. Some called it a blunder, as several Thai and Chinese netizens immediately argued Songkran originates in Thailand, not Cambodia.

They pointed out her traditional costume came in the style and hue of the one donned by Miss Thailand Universe Amanda Obdam a few years ago. Traditional costume is another contentious issue for the netizens of both countries.

Thailand registered the tradition, "Songkran in Thailand", as an intangible cultural heritage item with Unesco in 2023. However, we must know that Songkran is a tradition that derived from India, particularly the southern part, and is shared in Southeast Asian countries. The Sanskrit word Sankranti means solar new year.

Thailand adopted Jan 1 as its New Year's Day in 1941 during the Phibunsongkhram government to become a "modern" nation. In 1957, the country used Songkran for tourism promotion and made April 13 Songkran Day, with festivals and celebrations.

Cambodians celebrate Songkran in the old way, with each family placing a set of offerings on a table in front of their house ahead of the actual date to welcome new deities. Each year, the Songkran date in Cambodia varies depending on the sun's movement or transition. After the merit-making ceremony in the morning, Cambodians play traditional games like chakkayer (tug-of-war) and pid ta tee mor (blindfold pot hitting), among others, on temple grounds.

Cambodians typically call their traditional New Year "Chaul Chnam Thmey", which literally translates to "Enter the New Year". However, in the past few years, the Hun Manet government has turned to using the word Songkran, introducing different titles like "Angkor Songkran" and "Nokor Songkran", presumably to draw attention from prospective tourists.

But that does not mean the word "Songkran" is absent from the Khmer vocabulary. On the contrary, Cambodia, like Thailand, uses the term, which is derived from Sanskrit.

An old poster obtained by this newspaper suggests Cambodia used the word Songkran to describe the new year in the late 1970s. Moreover, the country is in the process of registering Khmer Songkran with Unesco.

As countries where Buddhism dominates, Thailand and Cambodia share not only Songkran but also several other cultures and traditions. Thais should learn more about our shared culture to get rid of prejudice and adopt a more open-minded approach to neighbourly relations.

Such an attitude is necessary as it helps Thais achieve global citizenship, and is preferable to being distracted by jingoism.
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        Nike takes a walk on the spicy side
        Arguably Thailand's most celebrated season, Songkran just swept through --- ushering in the Thai New Year with its signature water-soaked celebration. Tapping into that spirit, Nike drops a festive take on the Nike SB Dunk Low with the "Songkran" iteration.

      

      
        New taste tinglers for your palate
        Bangkok is a city that never sleeps, at least in the food and beverage department. Blink and you'll miss another new restaurant opening, a drink launch, or a new nightclub. Guru By Bangkok Post is making sure that even if you blink, you don't miss out on the new taste tinglers that are worth mentioning, in Bangkok and beyond.

      

      
        Justin Bieber's Coachella set sends streams skyrocketing
        Following the success of Justin Bieber's Coachella set this past weekend, the pop star's streams have launched back onto the charts sending hits like "Beauty And A Beat", which was released over a decade ago, to the top of Spotify's Global chart again.

      

      
        Beyond the ordinary
        Hong Kong is always a good escape from Bangkok. Though it may be another concrete jungle escape, there are plenty of sea views and greenery to feel like an escape.&nbsp;

      

      
        Thai Gen Z travellers prefer short, frequent trips
        Thai Gen Z travellers are reshaping travel habits in 2026 by favouring short but frequent trips over traditional long holidays, with mental well-being and value for money emerging as top priorities, according to the online booking platform Agoda.

      

      
        New movies out this week: April 16-22
        Seven new releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.

      

      
        New releases for your streaming pleasure: April 15-21
        Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!

      

      
        Japan's Alpine route opens, showcasing snow walls
        A sightseeing route that runs through the Tateyama mountain range in central Japan fully opened Wednesday for this year's tourist season, featuring tall snow walls.

      

      
        Bangkok Kunsthalle presents 'Blind Spots' by Apichaya Wannakit
        Bangkok Kunsthalle presents "Blind Spots: Panels, Paravents And Screens" that offers a journey of seeing and perceiving the emotional traces of overseas-based emerging artist Apichaya Wannakit, until May 31.

      

      
        Inspiring Asia film fest submissions are now open
        Inspiring Asia Micro Film Festival 2026 is inviting storytellers to champion community spirit until July 6.
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									Nike takes a walk on the spicy side

									Colourful new SB Dunk Low 'Songkran' shoes bring all the heat
								

									Arguably Thailand's most celebrated season, Songkran just swept through -- ushering in the Thai New Year with its signature water-soaked celebration. Tapping into that spirit, Nike drops a festive take on the Nike SB Dunk Low with the "Songkran" iteration.
									Also referred to as the "somtum" colourway, the new dunks balance a neutral base with vibrant pops, but look closer and the storytelling unfolds through thoughtful, culturally rooted details.
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Leading the narrative is the woven sticky-rice basket inspiration. Beige-brown overlays and underlays mirror the texture of traditional handcrafted leaf weaves, giving the upper an artisanal feel. A soft pink lace threads through the design, which was an intentional nod to the strings that bind sticky rice baskets together, tying the silhouette in place.

Beneath the insole, within the Zoom Air unit, sits a lotus flower easter egg. Up top, the insole artwork borrows from the intricate graphics often found on Thai rice bags, adding another layer of cultural reference.
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At the heel, a metallic accent stamps "Nike" in Thai lettering, doubling as a visual metaphor for the traditional pot used to steam sticky rice. Meanwhile, the tongue playfully splits its identity: one features a sticky rice motif, the other a somtum-filled mortar and pestle -- bringing Thailand's most iconic flavours into the mix.
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Despite its storytelling, the pair stays true to its SB roots. Skate-ready materials like suede and canvas ensure durability and function aren't compromised for form.

The spicy Nike SB Dunk Low Songkran dropped in men's US 6.5-13 and women's US 8-14.5. Unsurprisingly, it's already sold out online -- but if you're determined, the resale market might still have your size.
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									New taste tinglers for your palate

									The arrival of new F&B offerings and other excitement in Thailand
								

									Bangkok is a city that never sleeps, at least in the food and beverage department. Blink and you'll miss another new restaurant opening, a drink launch, or a new nightclub. Guru By Bangkok Post is making sure that even if you blink, you don't miss out on the new taste tinglers that are worth mentioning, in Bangkok and beyond.
									Sunset To City Lights

Centara Grand at CentralWorld introduces "Sunset To City Lights", a rooftop dining experience that takes couples on a progressive evening across four of the hotel's skyline venues, moving from sunset aperitifs to late-night Champagne high above Bangkok.

[image: ]

The experience begins at Uno Mas Restaurant on the 54th floor, where guests are welcomed with a glass of Spanish sangria per person alongside a selection of Spanish favourites. The opening courses include Gazpacho Andaluz, the classic chilled tomato and raw vegetable soup, Uno Mas Bravas potatoes with bravas sauce and aioli, Iberico ham croquettes, and Gambas pil pil, featuring tiger prawns sizzling in olive oil with garlic, paprika and cayenne. The selection is completed with the signature Bikini Sandwich with Iberico ham, truffled Manchego and sourdough bread.

[image: ]

Dinner continues one level above at Red Sky Restaurant on the 55th floor. Guests may choose between King salmon served with lemon gel, asparagus and butter sauce, or Steak frites featuring an in-house dry-aged Black Angus New York steak with French fries and Bearnaise sauce.

[image: ]

The evening then moves to Cocoa XO on the 57th floor for dessert, where a glass of chocolate grappa is paired with a selection of four handcrafted chocolates. To conclude the experience, couples ascend to Cru Champagne Bar on the 59th floor, where sweeping views across Bangkok provide the setting for a final glass of Champagne as the city lights come alive.



Butler

Butler, the latest concept from Y Work, officially opens at Marketplace Thonglor, introducing Bangkok to a new wave diner that blends comfort, craft and contemporary dining into a cohesive experience.
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At its core, Butler is driven by a simple idea: to make serious food fun again, while maintaining a high standard of execution. The menu built on comfort food, so expect diner classics like Smoked tomato soup and grilled cheese, alongside playful additions like Empanadas and more composed dishes including Baked cannelloni oxtail ragu and Skillet pork schnitzel. For those seeking something more indulgent, Butler also offers elevated meat specialities such as a Dry-aged bone-in striploin, showcasing the group's expertise in premium sourcing.
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Butler also introduces its house-made sourdough bagels, bringing a new level of craft to a familiar staple -- fermented, baked fresh daily, and designed for all-day enjoyment. From Friday to Sunday, Butler expands its offering with Market Specials, featuring fresh oysters, dry-aged local fish and ceviche, celebrating seasonality and the best of available produce.



Cafe Buongiorno

Cafe Buongiorno has opened a new outlet on Sukhumvit 49 with two sections: Per Tutti serving the cafe's much-loved selection of authentic Italian dishes and the adjoining Cafe Buongiorno Gelateria, which introduces the brand's gelato experience featuring an endless variety of innovative flavours from red wine gelato to beer gelato.
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The new Sukhumvit 49 cafe reflects the lively spirit of Italian cafe culture -- an inviting place where guests can enjoy artisanal gelato, freshly prepared Italian dishes and a warm convivial atmosphere reminiscent of a neighbourhood cafe in Italy.



Iris & Wild Iris - Rooftop Bar & Restaurant

Iris & Wild Iris - Rooftop Bar & Restaurant at So/ Bangkok presents a Riviera-inspired destination above the city, unfolding across the 29th and 30th floors overlooking Lumphini Park.
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The venue integrates three connected environments: Iris, an elegant glass-house dining room on the 29th floor; Iris Terrace, an open-air terrace on the 30th floor with panoramic park views; and Wild Iris, a rooftop bar on the 29th floor that transitions the atmosphere from sunset Aperitivo to late-night celebration with curated DJ sets.
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Under the direction of Italian-trained Sicilian chef Enrico Pantorno, the culinary concept centres on contemporary Southern Italian cuisine -- citrus-bright, ingredient-led plates, crudo-style seafood and handcrafted pasta designed for sharing. The bar programme draws inspiration from Southern European aperitivo culture, featuring botanical, citrus and bittersweet cocktails. Soft curves, warm textures and layered lighting guide guests through a fluid progression from refined dining to vibrant nightlife, creating an elevated rooftop experience defined by Italian Riviera elegance, skyline views and a seamless evolution from dinner to celebration above Bangkok.



Ikea x chef Pongtawat "Ian" Chalermkittichai

Ikea Thailand has partnered with chef Pongtawat "Ian" Chalermkittichai to introduce two dishes: Black cod with white wine sauce and Meatballs with truffle sauce.
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Launched under the campaign "I'm Fine Dining With Ikea", the collaboration reinterprets the fine dining experience into a format that is more accessible and suited to everyday life. Both dishes will be available at Ikea Restaurants at Ikea Sukhumvit, Ikea Bangna and Ikea Bang Yai until June 30.
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The campaign also aims to inspire customers to recreate fine dining experiences at home through Ikea's kitchen solutions, cookware and tableware, designed to make everyday cooking and dining easier and more enjoyable. Ikea also invites customers to join the "Review To Win: A Seat With Chef Ian's Live Cooking" activity by trying the menu and sharing their experience on Facebook, Instagram or TikTok tagging @IkeaThailand and #FineDiningWithIkea until April 20. Fifteen selected participants will be invited to exclusive tasting experiences with chef Ian at three stores: Ikea Bang Yai on April 25, Ikea Bangna on May 2 and Ikea Sukhumvit on May 9. 



The Retreat Koh Chang

The Retreat Koh Chang and The Chill Resort & Spa Koh Chang has appointed a new executive chef, Panyalertrak Jeerawat. 
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Chef Panyalertrak's journey began at an early age. His first memory in the kitchen was at just six years old, cooking rice for his family under the guidance of his mother. This formative experience instilled a lifelong belief that food should be prepared with care, intention and heart. For him, the greatest reward remains the simple joy of seeing guests happy, an enduring reminder that cooking is not merely a profession, but a true calling. 

At The Retreat Koh Chang, chef Panyalertrak is deeply committed to sustainability and locality. He works closely with local fishermen to source fresh seafood from surrounding waters, incorporating daily catches such as fish and crab into his menus. His connection to ingredients extends across the resort grounds, where he has developed an expansive fruit and farm garden that produces tropical fruits, organic vegetables, and a wide variety of Thai herbs, including his personal favourite, lemongrass.

A highlight is his "special dish of the week", inspired by local market finds and garden harvests. He is also attuned to global dining trends, with a particular passion for creating innovative and flavourful vegan dishes to meet the growing demand for plant-based cuisine.



Yaari

The Waldorf Astoria Kuala Lumpur, which opens later in the year, will include Yaari by Garima Arora, chef-owner of Bangkok's two-Michelin-starred Restaurant Gaa.
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The name Yaari, meaning "friendship" in Hindi, reflects the DNA of Arora's modern Indian establishment. Reinventing traditional dishes through a deep understanding of heritage cooking techniques and application of spices, the cuisine is modern and timeless. Regional Indian dishes are reimagined, from the tangy curries of the Southern coast to the smoky kebabs of the North. The menu will feature refined chaats, elevating one of India's most beloved street foods into an artful expression of texture and spice. The menu will retain its interactive spirit with a dessert menu inspired by traditional mithais while refining its precision and presentation.

"Yaari will celebrate the extraordinary diversity of Indian cuisine in ways that feel both authentic and contemporary," said chef Garima Arora. "Yaari is born from my passion for storytelling through food, celebrating heritage, creativity and the joyful experience of sharing a meal. I am eager to welcome guests to explore these progressive concepts in the dynamic culinary landscape of Kuala Lumpur."



Pyong Rehabilitation Clinic

Led by Dr Kantaphong "Pyong" Thongrong, a specialist in rehabilitation medicine, Pyong Rehabilitation at Gaysorn Tower is a state-of-the-art clinic dedicated to neurorehabilitation and geriatrics.
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"My clinic specialises in rehabilitation for various conditions, including stroke, chronic pain and sports injuries, using techniques like dry needling, magnetic stimulation and robotic hand-training. We also offer preventative care, such as physique screening and muscle tightness assessments. We have seven rehab doctors and provide advanced treatments such as wearable exoskeletons, which are not found outside hospitals in Thailand. We also have medical-grade products like pain creams and memory foam pillows to enhance patient recovery and quality of life," says Dr Pyong. 

[image: ]

Flagship innovations at Pyong Rehabilitation Clinic include overground wearable exoskeleton for gait and mobility systems, which is an intelligent wearable robotic technology for gait training, bio-mechanically designed for neurological recovery and enhanced walking independence for hemiplegic stroke patients and those with mobility limitations.
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The synergistic hand and upper limb robotics with AR integration combines robotic precision to create engaging programmes for hand function and dexterity. Intensive rehabilitation immersion is a data-driven, personalised programme designed for intensive neuro-rehabilitation, offering up to four hours per day, five days a week. It integrates an advanced technology suite and transdisciplinary expertise to maximise recovery potential during the "Golden Period" of neuroplasticity.



H&M&Redstage

H&M has launched H&M&Redstage, a new music initiative exploring how style and fashion shape artistic expression and identity. The project brings established global artists with rising stars to create new renditions of major tracks in a pioneering exploration of style and sound.

[image: ]

For the inaugural H&M&Redstage, eight-time Grammy-nominated American R&B singer and songwriter Giveon serves as the central creative force, collaborating with H&M to bring his musical world to life. Giveon invited two rising artists -- Absolutely and Dhee -- to reinterpret his songs through their own artistic lens, creating new perspectives on his work.

[image: ]

Dhee, a genre-blending Tamil-Australian vocalist redefining perceptions of South Asian and Tamil music, delivers a rendition of Giveon's "Like I Want You". London-born Absolutely, known for blending diverse influences with a dynamic vocal range, reimagines Giveon's "Heartbreak Anniversary". Alongside these interpretations, Giveon will also release newly recorded versions of his own tracks, "Rather Be" and "Twenties", further anchoring the project in his artistic vision. Available on Spotify and Apple Music.



Le Vestiaire by Cordelia de Castellane

Sofitel Bangkok Sukhumvit has launched Le Vestiaire, Sofitel's new global wardrobe concept.Presented for the first time in Asia, Le Vestiaire is envisioned by renowned French designer Cordelia de Castellane as a modern "couture garde-robe" for Sofitel's 25,000 Heartists worldwide. The collection reinterprets French elegance through a contemporary lens -- blending haute couture sensibility with everyday sophistication to create a wardrobe that celebrates individuality, comfort and timeless style.
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Le Vestiaire comprises more than 45 pieces and a curated range of accessories, with a harmonious palette of navy blue, coconut milk, beige and denim blue, complemented by refined details such as hand-drawn monogram prints and the brand's iconic "Cultural Link" motif.



Oceania Cruises

Oceania Cruises recently announced plans for a comprehensive re-inspiration of its acclaimed ship, Oceania Marina.

[image: ]

Scheduled to enter dry dock in October 2026, Oceania Marina will undergo an extensive transformation. All staterooms will be fully redesigned with new layouts, furnishings and new bathrooms featuring marble finishes and rainforest showers. The Penthouse, Oceania, Vista and Owner's Suites will be refreshed. Public areas, including bars and lounges, will feature updated furnishings, plus new carpeting and refined lighting, and the Grand Lounge will see the introduction of the Founders Bar, an atmospheric lounge offering artisanal cocktails, such as barrel-aged Negronis and imaginative small-batch gin creations.

[image: ]

A new Chef's Studio will replace the former Artist Loft, offering an expanded programme of insightful demonstrations, new opportunities to learn from culinary experts and to enjoy food and wine tasting experiences. The Bakery will be added to the ship's chic coffee house, Baristas, elevating the onboard cafe experience by serving tempting French and Italian pastries and freshly-baked treats throughout the day. Signature speciality restaurants Polo Grill, Red Ginger, Toscana and Jacques will be enhanced with refreshed design and state-of-the-art galley improvements. There will even be new sun loungers and day beds.
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									Justin Bieber's Coachella set sends streams skyrocketing

									Wave of nostalgia floods the California desert -- and the pop charts
								

									Following the success of Justin Bieber's Coachella set this past weekend, the pop star's streams have launched back onto the charts sending hits like "Beauty And A Beat", which was released over a decade ago, to the top of Spotify's Global chart again.
									Bieber's headlining performance quickly generated one of the best post-show streaming surges of the festival to date. It also marked his biggest streaming day of the year -- surpassing 77 million streams in a single day.

Twenty-one of Bieber's songs surged onto Spotify's Global Top 200s chart and streams by his catalogue on Apple Music also rose 80% in one day.

The $10 million performance in the California desert quickly brought back viewers to the early 2000s with nostalgia -- and some criticism. Featuring a star-studded list of special guests, Bieber's choice of reliving the past in one segment caused a stir online to say the least.

[image: Photo: Justin Bieber, @lilbiber on Instagram]
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The 90-minute performance consisted of an 11-track show with songs from his Swag and Swag II album, and an interlude where Bieber sat down in front of a laptop and opened YouTube videos from his past while singing along to some of his classic hits.

Though the improv-like segment felt lazy to some critics online, fans of the star felt it was a chance to spend personal time with Bieber, as he doomscrolls like we all do.

After four years away from live performances, the post-show streaming surge ultimately reaffirms Justin Bieber's enduring dominance in the global music industry.
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									Beyond the ordinary

									Kimpton Tsim Sha Tsui Hong Kong is a design-led sanctuary in busy Kowloon
								

									Hong Kong is always a good escape from Bangkok. Though it may be another concrete jungle escape, there are plenty of sea views and greenery to feel like an escape. 
									[image: ]

My favourite side to live on when in Hong Kong would be Kowloon, if only for the hustle and bustle of its busy streets. The newest hotel on this side is Kimpton Tsim Sha Tsui Hong Kong, the brand's global flagship and also the largest Kimpton in the world. 

[image: ]

Paying homage to the location, the hotel has a huge feature wall inspired by Hong Kong's iconic typhoon signals, while the red brick facade is a nod to the century-old historic Signal Tower of Signal Hill Garden next door. 

[image: ]

While the downstairs lobby may seem a tad chaotic due to its slightly odd entrance, it is once you reach the lobby on the 15th floor that you get a feel for the hotel. The hotel has 495 rooms, offering uninterrupted panoramic Vitoria Harbour views and Kowloon city views. Though what you're after is the Kimpton Harbour Suite Balcony because in Hong Kong there are few hotels that offer balconies, especially ones you're let out on!
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[image: ]

As soon as you're through the door, you're going to have a mesmerising moment -- as you take in the views and the room. As you go from the living room into the bedroom, the views get better, especially once you spot the window-side marble plunge bath. If there ever was an IG bath moment this would be it. The bath is the perfect place to have a late afternoon soak to watch the sun set, though it was a bit of work getting cosy in it. 

[image: ]

Once you've stopped taking photos from all angles, you'll notice that the suite features Kohler digital showers, Dyson air purifiers and hair dryers, Japanese Lemnos clocks, Tivoli Bluetooth speakers (which may need unplugging at night) and premium Loveramics porcelain. 

Like most hotels in Hong Kong, Kimpton Tsim Sha Tsui encourages refillable water bottles, supplied in-room, with water stations just outside the door. Though I would have loved a proper cup for English-style tea rather than just a Chinese tea cup.
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It is not just about the room at this hotel. Head to the rooftop, which features a luxurious 20-metre, 28C heated swimming pool. I dislike cold water and heated pools means that no matter the weather, I can always take a dip and take in the views. Aptly name the "Swim Club", the pool area has ample sun loungers and on a sunny day is great for getting a tan. The Swim Club, which is on the 50th floor, also offers great views of Hong Kong and beyond, and is the scene for good sundowners from the full bar. 

[image: ]

Though there is a complimentary social hour from 5-6pm at Birdsong cafe on the lobby floor. Birdsong is the hotel's barista-driven cafe serving Elephant Grounds' single-origin beans, paired with daily pastries from the in-house bakery. Hillside is where breakfast is served and it is very substantial. With most breakfast needs being met, including ginger shots and fresh cold-pressed juices, Hillside turns into a modern "dai pai dong" dining with bold twists on Chinese classics at night. Fun fact: A "dai pai dong" is a roadside food stall with foldable tables and chairs that were once very popular in Hong Kong. 

[image: ]

The star of the show at Kimpton Tsim Sha Tsui is Jija, which though in the hotel, is an independent Chinese bistro inspired by Yunnan-Guizhou flavours, led by Hong Kong chef Vicky Lau. Inspired by her travels through southwest China, chef Lau offers a modern take on regional dishes. Order the Jija pickles trio, which are seasonal house-pickled vegetables; Lime shredded chicken with aromatic herbs, Sichuan peppercorn oil and  peanuts; and the Rushan cheese spring roll with tomato and fennel pollen for starters. 

If it is a Chinese meal, there needs to be soup and the Yunnan steam pot chicken soup with Jerusalem artichoke and cordyceps flower is a soothing broth on a particularly cloudy and overcast day in Hong Kong. The Dry-aged roasted pigeon with lemongrass dipping sauce and pigeon jus is definitely a must-order.

The hotel is not short of art either with Hong Kong contemporary artist Angel Hui's "Embroidery On Plastic Bags - Hong Kong Goldfish Street" being a clear nod to the city's iconic Goldfish Street. Equally enchanting is Hong Kong-based Filipino artist Katrina Leigh Mendoza Raimann's work. Hong Kong's maritime history is seen in the polished, hammered steel ceilings in the guest room lift lobbies, resembling the ripples of the Harbour and the starlit mirrors in the shuttle lifts, evoking the night skies once navigated by seafarers.

Though Angsana Spa isn't open as yet, the fitness centre offers steam, sauna and a vitality pool. A good way to spend a rainy afternoon.

Another perk of the hotel is its location. A hop, skip and jump from the longest road in Kowloon, Nathan Road, it is also a five-minute walk to Tsim Sha Tsui MTR station, while MTR East Tsim Sha Tsui is right at the entrance. If you're in Hong Kong to shop, everything you're looking for is around the corner, quite literally. 

It is here, at Kimpton Tsim Sha Tsui Hong Kong, where luxury lifestyle hospitality is redefined, but perhaps the best thing about it is that it's pet-friendly. 
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									Thai Gen Z travellers prefer short, frequent trips

									Mental well-being and value for money are priorities, Agoda survey finds
								

									Thai Gen Z travellers are reshaping travel habits in 2026 by favouring short but frequent trips over traditional long holidays, with mental well-being and value for money emerging as top priorities, according to the online booking platform Agoda.
									The platform's Agoda Travel Outlook 2026 report shows young Thai travellers increasingly view travel as an essential way to recharge and relieve the stresses of daily life, rather than as an occasional luxury.

As a result, many are choosing brief getaways that fit more easily with their work, study schedules and budgets, allowing them to travel more often throughout the year.

Frequent travel, simpler plans

Despite travelling more regularly, Thai Gen Z continues to prioritise simplicity and cost-effectiveness. Travel is often seen as an experience best shared with a spouse or partner, and trips are carefully planned to align with both time constraints and financial limits.

Destinations range from popular domestic hotspots to lesser-known locations offering better value. The overriding goal is to strike a balance between escaping everyday fatigue and maintaining affordable travel costs.

Agoda found that 62% of Thai Gen Z respondents plan to take between one and three trips in 2026, reflecting a shift towards travel that is easier to arrange and repeat. Instead of waiting for long public holidays, more than 65% now prefer short breaks of just one to three days per trip.

This trend reflects how travel has become more seamlessly integrated into everyday life, allowing greater flexibility around work, education and personal commitments.

The report highlights that travel is increasingly viewed as a form of self-care. Around 77% cited relaxation as their primary reason for travelling, with many seeking to disconnect from daily pressures and focus on downtime rather than tightly scheduled activities.

Budget still key

Cost considerations remain central to travel planning. Budget was cited by 72% of respondents as the most important factor when choosing destinations. To cut expenses, 34% said they were willing to visit less well-known locations if it meant saving money.

The emphasis on value also extends to accommodation choices. About 57% of Thai Gen Z travellers ranked price as the main factor when selecting where to stay, whether opting for hotels or rental properties.

Akaporn Rodkong, Agoda's country director for Thailand and Indochina, said the findings reflect a broader shift in how younger travellers approach holidays.

"Thai Gen Z travellers are leading a significant change towards more purposeful and frequent travel," Ms Akaporn noted.

"For them, travel is an important way to recharge and escape the stresses of everyday life, while still staying within a reasonable budget".

Social travel patterns are also evolving. Nearly 44% of respondents said they prefer travelling with their spouse or romantic partner, underscoring the growing appeal of sharing short, frequent trips with someone close rather than travelling in larger groups or on lengthy holidays.
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									New movies out this week: April 16-22

									'Lee Cronin's The Mummy' is a reimagining of The Mummy franchise.
								

									Seven new releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
									[image: ]

Lee Cronin's The Mummy

Directed by Lee Cronin.

Who's in it? 

Jack Reynor, Laia Costa and Natalie Grace.

What's it about? 

The young daughter of a journalist disappears into the desert without a trace. Eight years later, the broken family is shocked when she is returned to them, as what should be a joyful reunion turns into a living nightmare.

Why watch it?

Lee Cronin cites the horror film Poltergeist (1982) and the mystery film Seven (1995) as an influence on the story.
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Miwarashi sedai (Brand New Landscape)

Directed by Danzuka Yuiga.

Who's in it?

Kodai Kurosaki, Kenichi Endo, Haruka Igawa and Mai Kiryu.

What's it about? 

In bustling Tokyo, Ren delivers delicate orchids across the city, carrying the weight of his mother's absence and years of silence between him and his father, until one delivery changes everything.

Why watch it?

For Shibuya, which is "not just a backdrop -- it's a character in its own right". 



Premieres on April 17

[image: ]

Meitantei Konan: Haiwei no Datenshi (Detective Conan: Fallen Angel of the Highway or Detective Conan The Movie 29) 

Directed by Takahiro Hasui.

Who's in it?

The voice of Miyuki Sawashiro, 

What's it about?

A high-stakes highway mystery involving a dangerous "black bike" culprit pursued by Chihaya Hagiwara, with themes of speed, action and danger. 

Why watch it? 

The 29th anime film in the Detective Conan franchise.



Premieres on April 18 
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BTS World Tour Arirang In Japan

Who's in it?

BTS

What's it about? 

Showcases BTS's fifth album with honest introspection and universal emotions. The 360-degree stage creates an immersive experience. 

Why watch it?

Join their cultural comeback on screen worldwide. 



Premieres on April 19
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NCT Wish First Concert Tour: Into The Wish: Our Wish' Encore Live In Cinemas

What's it about?

NCT Wish's first solo concert tour encore in Seoul will be broadcast live in 67 cities around the world.

Why watch it?

Meanwhile, NCT Wish is set to make a comeback on April 20 with its first full-length album, "Ode To Love".



Premieres on April 22

[image: ]

One Ok Rock: Detox In Cinemas

Who's in it?

One Ok Rock 

What's it about? 

The concert film is part of their Detox World Tour, which sold more than 190,000 tickets across North America, Europe and Japan last year.

Why watch it?

Never-before-seen perspective of the band's career-defining hometown show at Japan's iconic Nissan Stadium in front of 70,000 fans.

[image: ]

Le Sserafim VR Concert

Who's in it?

Le Sserafim

What's it about? 

Le Sserafim announces VR concert tour "Invitation" in multiple countries. It will feature performances of global hits like "Antifragile" and their latest track "Spaghetti",  (feat. j-hope of BTS).

Why watch it?

Viewers wear a VR headset to experience a 12K hyper-realistic performance. 
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: April 15-21

									15 new titles from Netflix, Prime Video, HBO Max and more
								

									Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
									
APPLE TV+
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Margo's Got Money Troubles

Premieres on April 15

A bold, heartwarming, and comedic family drama following recent college dropout and aspiring writer, Margo, the daughter of an ex-Hooters waitress and ex-pro wrestler, as she's forced to make her way with a new baby, a mounting pile of bills and a dwindling amount of ways to pay them.



HBO/HBO MAX
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Regretting You

Premieres on April 17 

A mother and daughter must grapple with what's left after a devastating accident reveals a shocking betrayal and forces them to confront family secrets, redefine love, and rediscover themselves.



PRIME VIDEO
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Balls Up

Premieres on April 15

In this raunchy, over-the-top comedy, marketing executives Brad and Elijah go "balls out" and pitch a bold full-coverage condom sponsorship with the World Cup. After their drunken celebration in Brazil sparks a global scandal, they must outrun furious fans, criminals, and power-hungry officials to salvage their careers and make it home alive.
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Sarah's Oil

Premieres on April 15

The remarkable true story of eleven-year-old Sarah Rector, an African American girl born in Oklahoma Indian Territory in the early 1900s, who believes there is oil beneath the barren land she's allotted and whose faith is proven right.

[image: ]

NBA SoFi Play-In Tournament & Playoffs

Premieres on April 15

The 2026 SoFi Play-In Tournament will be broadcast exclusively on Prime Video featuring six games on April 15, 16 and 18. The tournament features the Nos. 7-10 teams in each conference vying for the 7th and 8th NBA Playoff seeds. The Playoffs will then begin on April 19. 
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Jerry West: The Logo

Premieres on April 16

Examines the price of greatness and the man who paid it, as the notoriously private and enigmatic West opens up with rare candour about his private struggles with depression, the marriage that crumbled under the weight of his obsession, his complicated relationship with fatherhood, and the persistent feeling of being an outsider even as he achieved what others only dream of. Through dozens of never-before-told stories shared by friends, family members, teammates, and colleagues, the documentary paints a complex portrait of a man driven by perfectionism. In capturing what would become West's final interviews, it becomes both eulogy and reckoning -- a tender, unflinching examination of what we sacrifice in pursuit of greatness and whether, in the end, it's worth the cost. The documentary captures West in his most vulnerable and reflective moments, offering audiences a side of the legend they've never seen  --the man behind the logo, wrestling with his demons, his legacy and the question of what it all meant.
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Venganza (Vengeance)

Premieres on April 17

A former special forces operative becomes an unexpected millionaire and assembles a skilled team to track down his wife's killers, fuelled by vengeance and armed with newfound resources. 
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Absolute Value Of Romance

Premieres on April 17

A fresh and witty romance set in a high school, Absolute Value of Romance follows Yeo Eui-ju, a quiet student with a double life. By day, she's an unassuming highschooler; by night, she secretly writes web novels and dreams of literary fame. But success feels far away -- until inspiration strikes in the forms of four irresistibly charming new teachers, whose arrival sends both her school and her stories into overdrive. A youthful coming-of-age drama packed with clumsy teenage moments, bittersweet laughter and a whole lot of heart. 
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Kevin

Premieres on April 20

Loosely inspired by a real-life break-up and the cat who was caught in the middle, Kevin is a hilarious and heart-warming story about finding where you belong in the world. After the unexpected break-up of his human "owners", Kevin moves into a local pet rescue in Astoria, Queens where a chaotic band of misfit animals will help him to figure out what he really wants out of life.



NETFLIX
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Doraemon

Premieres on April 15

Doraemon is a cat-like robot from the 22nd century future who's sent to the present time to steer a 10-year-old elementary boy named Nobita Nobi, an unintelligent, naive and clumsy boy, on the right path in order to secure his future.
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Beef: Season 2

Premieres on April 16

At an elite country club, two young employees film an alarming fight between their boss and his wife -- and ignite a blackmail war neither side can win.

[image: ]

A Quiet Place: Day One

Premieres on April 16

Trapped in New York City amid an alien invasion, a woman with a terminal illness must evade the vicious creatures that use advanced hearing to hunt prey.
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We Are All Trying Here

Premieres on April 18

A man struggling with jealousy and envy strives to find peace of mind while spiraling alone in a world where everyone else appears to be winning. 

[image: ]

WWE WrestleMania: Season 42: 2026

Premieres on April 19

The greatest Superstars compete for championship gold and WWE immortality in career-defining matches on The Grandest Stage of Them All.

[image: ]

Unchosen

Premieres on April 21

When a young mother from a sheltered cult crosses paths with a mysterious stranger, she embarks on a risky affair that awakens desires and dark secrets.
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									Japan's Alpine route opens, showcasing snow walls

									
								

									A sightseeing route that runs through the Tateyama mountain range in central Japan fully opened Wednesday for this year's tourist season, featuring tall snow walls.
									A sightseeing route that runs through the Tateyama mountain range in central Japan fully opened Wednesday for this year's tourist season, featuring tall snow walls.

The Tateyama Kurobe Alpine Route, which is closed during winter, connects the town of Tateyama in Toyama prefecture and the city of Omachi in Nagano prefecture in the Northern Alps by bus, ropeway and cable car. The route is open until the end of November.

Snow walls created by snow removal work on the Murodo plateau at an altitude of 2,450 metres reached 12 metres this year, according to a local transport company. Tourists took photos on the snow corridor named Yuki no Otani while light snow fell.

Yoshie Yamanaka, 60, who visited from Nagareyama, Chiba prefecture, said she was moved as she saw the snow walls for the first time. "I didn't think the walls would be this high," she said.

Tomohiko Takibayashi from the transport company Tateyama Kurobe Kanko Co said, "The wall height is one attraction but if you look at the snow layers, you can see yellow sand and ice grains inside, which shows the weather conditions (of last winter)."
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									Bangkok Kunsthalle presents 'Blind Spots' by Apichaya Wannakit

									
								

									Bangkok Kunsthalle presents "Blind Spots: Panels, Paravents And Screens" that offers a journey of seeing and perceiving the emotional traces of overseas-based emerging artist Apichaya Wannakit, until May 31.
									This exhibition is held out of Bangkok Kunsthalle's commitment to propelling Thai artists onto the global stage through its Artist-in-Residence programme. Apichaya is the first artist selected and supported under the programme to undertake a residency and create new works in Brescia, Italy. The programme is implemented through a collaboration with Palazzo Monti, where "Blind Spots" was first conceived and developed within an inspiring artistic environment before being presented here in its full exhibition format.

Apichaya brings paintings that reinterpret what she has seen based on emotions and personal perception. She does not paint what she sees directly, but what remains after seeing -- the impressions and memories that events, people and objects leave on her sensibility. Her works significantly create a distance between herself and her representations". This exhibition stands out for its subtle use of paravents. As the folding screen emerges as a liminal object -- simultaneously surface and structure, it produces a blind spot. While it reveals something, it hides other things, inviting viewers to ponder the distance between what is visible and what is hidden.

Bangkok Kunsthalle is on Maitri Chit Road and opens Wednesday to Sunday from 2pm to 8pm.

Visit facebook.com/BangkokKunsthalle.
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									Inspiring Asia film fest submissions are now open

									
								

									Inspiring Asia Micro Film Festival 2026 is inviting storytellers to champion community spirit until July 6.
									This year's competition is held under the theme of "Community Empowerment". Submissions are open to all. Applicants can share personal stories, community-based projects, initiatives or solutions that raise awareness of collaborative philanthropy for a better future. Last year, it was organised under the theme of youth mental health.

The festival is taking place across the region, unfolding in China, Indonesia, Mongolia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam and Hong Kong. The competition comprises regional and main phases. After regional finalists are announced on Sept 1, the grand final and award ceremony takes place in Manila, the Philippines, on Oct 25.

Regional awards may vary by location. As applicants progress to the main phase, the festival presents three award categories. The Best Project Award of US$100,000 (3.2 million baht) will go to a non-profit organisation for its social impact. The Best Micro Film Award of US$50,000 will go to a creative team for its excellent storytelling. The Best AI Film Award of US$10,000 will go to a creative team for its exceptional AI-generated or Al-assisted works.

Last year, Light Up (Mongolia) and When The Bench Hears (Thailand) shared the Best Project Award. Directed by Christine Seow, For Paul, My Baby (Singapore) won the Best Micro Film Award. Created by Yinqian Li, Ruins won the Best AI Film Award.

Inspiring Asia is a platform that celebrates Asia's diverse cultures, innovative spirit, and commitment to positive change. Through powerful storytelling, it inspires action, raises awareness, and unites tradition with innovation to shape an inclusive future.

Visit inspiringasia.org.
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