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        Justice Department settles with IBM over alleged DEI practices
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        After the modest $17 million agreement with the company, officials say they expect it to be the first of many such settlements.
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        Follow President Trump's progress filling over 800 positions, among about 1,300 that require Senate confirmation, in this tracker from The Washington Post and the Partnership for Public Service.
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        The president did not specify which leaders. Meanwhile, Pakistani officials were working to extend the U.S.-Iran ceasefire and arrange new negotiations.
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        Most of the almost $100 million raised to influence the vote, heavily favoring Democrats, comes from nonprofits that don't have to disclose their donors.
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        Rodney Mims Cook Jr. tried to build an arch in D.C. for years. Now his panel will review the president's own proposal -- and Cook says two more should be built, too.

      

      
        White House sidesteps vaccine skeptics in potential CDC leadership reset
        Lena H. Sun, Dan Diamond, Rachel Roubein

        A new team could mark a shift away from Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s unpopular vaccine agenda ahead of the midterms.

      

      
        Trump tests loyalty of Christian supporters as erratic behavior escalates
        Karen Tumulty

        The president maintains his hold on the Christian right, but his bluster, fight with the pope and portrayal of himself as a Jesus-like figure strain that bond.

      

      
        Justice Sotomayor issues rare apology for remarks about conservative colleague
        Julian  Mark

        The extraordinary public apology highlights rifts on the court dominated by a 6-3 conservative majority.

      

      
        U.S. sends thousands more troops to Mideast as Trump seeks to squeeze Iran
        Dan Lamothe

        The infusion of firepower coincides with the administration's maritime blockade against the regime in Tehran and as mediators urge both sides to extend their ceasefire.

      

      
        Prosecutors add terrorism charge in new D.C. pipe bomb indictment
        Salvador Rizzo

        Brian Cole Jr. is accused of placing explosives near the RNC and DNC headquarters the night before the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection.

      

      
        Senate rejects resolution to block Trump from striking Iran
        Theodoric Meyer, Noah Robertson

        The war powers resolution was the fourth to fail in the chamber since the war's start -- but some Republicans expressed fresh concern about the war as it approaches the two-month mark.

      

      
        White House touts refunds, as most Americans say taxes are too high
        Cat Zakrzewski

        The president hopes voters will focus on the benefit of "No Tax on Tips" and other breaks, but economists say higher gas prices will negate most of those benefits.

      

      
        Trump says China has agreed not to send weapons to Iran
        Cate Cadell

        The president made the claim, which Beijing has yet to confirm, amid anger in China that its vessels could be caught up in a U.S. blockade targeting Iranian ports.

      

      
        Top CDC director pick Erica Schwartz tests White House political balancing act
        Dan Diamond, Lena H. Sun

        Schwartz would be Trump's third nominee to lead the agency. The administration is also said to be looking at three other people to serve in senior roles supporting her.
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Justice
Justice Department settles with IBM over alleged DEI practices
After the modest $17 million agreement with the company, officials say they expect it to be the first of many such settlements.

Associate Attorney General Stanley Woodward, then a lawyer for one of President Donald Trump's associates, boards Trump's plane in 2023. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


By Perry Stein | 2026-04-16
IBM, a leading corporate computing company and one of the most storied names in American business, has agreed to pay the U.S. government $17 million to settle Justice Department allegations that the company's diversity, equity and inclusion policies violated antidiscrimination laws.
The Justice Department touted the settlement as a major win for the Trump administration's crackdown on DEI policies, saying it is the first successful use of the False Claims Act under the department's new Civil Rights Fraud Initiative. Under that act, federal officials investigated whether IBM lied on federal forms to receive government contracts when it certified that the company was in compliance with antidiscrimination laws.
IBM did not admit to wrongdoing as part of the settlement.
The resolution is the latest in a string of announcements that the Justice Department has rolled out that align closely with President Donald Trump's agenda since the president ousted Pam Bondi as attorney general earlier this month. Deputy Attorney General Todd Blanche has been tapped to at least temporarily lead the department, and Trump has signaled he wants him to carry out his political agenda more aggressively than Bondi did.
Blanche and Associate Attorney General Stanley Woodward -- the third-ranking official at the Justice Department, whose job includes overseeing civil cases -- announced the resolution with IBM last week.
Amid reports in right-wing media that Woodward had been pushed out of the department along with Bondi, the associate attorney general said in an interview this week that he has long-term plans to remain at his job.
"I have two years and 279 days, at most, left on the job," Woodward said, referring to the amount of time remaining in Trump's term. "We have a lot to execute on in furtherance of the president's agenda."
Woodward's comments came amid a number of real and potential vacancies created by Bondi's sudden dismissal two weeks ago, prompting widespread speculation and vigorous jockeying inside and outside the Justice Department.
Woodward said he is hopeful the Justice Department will reach similar resolutions with other companies, noting that the department has more than a dozen ongoing DEI-related False Claims Act investigations.
The Justice Department has been tasked with delivering on Trump's vows to eviscerate DEI across the federal government and at institutions that receive government funding, including universities and companies with government contracts such as IBM. The president and his allies argue that such programs amount to racial discrimination against White people and men, a sharp reversal from President Joe Biden's strong support for DEI initiatives.
The Justice Department has dedicated significant resources to investigating and suing universities over their purported DEI practices. Across the federal government, including at the Justice Department, officials have cut grant funding to organizations that officials have determined to be using DEI practices.
Federal courts have not deemed DEI practices inherently illegal, although many private companies, universities and government agencies have dismantled programs aimed at making their organizations more diverse amid punitive threats from the Trump administration.
In the IBM settlement, the Justice Department cited a handful of the company's policies and programs that it claimed violated antidiscrimination laws, including mentoring and leadership development programs offered to certain employees based on their background or gender. It also said that IBM offered bonus compensation if managers hit certain demographic targets in hiring.
IBM did not immediately respond to a request for comment. The $17 million penalty is minuscule for a corporation like IBM, which reported $67.5 billion in revenue for 2025.
The settlement filing noted that IBM was cooperative throughout the investigation, leading to a more advantageous settlement for the company.
"I see that as more of a starting point and fully expect many more resolutions in time," Woodward said in the interview. "IBM is a signal to the workforce, to private industries, that we are coming for you."
The Justice Department's pace in churning out actions since Bondi's departure that jibe with Trump's national agenda has been notable.
Earlier this week, the Justice Department released a long-awaited report contending that the Biden administration had weaponized a law that has historically been used to prosecute people who physically block women from entering abortion clinics.
Separately, the Justice Department asked a judge to overturn the seditious conspiracy convictions of 12 members of the Proud Boys and Oath Keepers who helped plan the Jan. 6, 2021, riots. That move would undo the most serious convictions stemming from the assault on the U.S. Capitol and would mark the Trump administration's latest effort to rewrite the event's violent history.
Trump has not yet said who he wants to serve permanently as his next attorney general, but a White House official said that the president is happy with Blanche, who was formerly his personal lawyer, suggesting that the powerful job is Blanche's to lose. Blanche had been serving as the deputy attorney general, a slot that would become vacant if he gets the top job but cannot be filled while he is in temporary status.
The shake-up has filled the upper ranks of the department with uncertainty, but Woodward insisted the drama is not a distraction.
"It is all about is moving the ball forward on behalf of the president's agenda," Woodward said. "I don't have patience for this palace intrigue."
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Middle East
Trump says Israeli, Lebanese leaders will speak amid push to extend ceasefire
The president did not specify which leaders. Meanwhile, Pakistani officials were working to extend the U.S.-Iran ceasefire and arrange new negotiations. 

Destroyed buildings in southern Lebanon this week. (Florion Goga/Reuters)


By Susannah George, Suzy Haidamous | 2026-04-16
ISLAMABAD, Pakistan -- President Donald Trump said leaders of Lebanon and Israel would speak Thursday for the first time in 34 years amid a flurry of regional diplomacy supporting the shaky ceasefire between the United States and Iran, which is set to expire next week.
"Trying to get a little breathing room between Israel and Lebanon," Trump wrote in a social media post late Wednesday. "It has been a long time since the two leaders have spoken, like 34 years. It will happen tomorrow."
Since Trump announced the ceasefire with Iran on April 8, Israel has insisted that Lebanon and Hezbollah, the Lebanese militant group backed by Iran, were not covered by the pause in fighting. But after U.S.-Iran talks in Islamabad last weekend, the Trump administration appears to be increasing diplomatic efforts in Lebanon as well.
Trump's statement did not specify which Lebanese and Israeli leaders were due to speak, but Gila Gamliel, a member of Israel's security cabinet, said Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu will speak with Lebanese President Joseph Aoun.
Lebanon's presidential office said it was unaware of any plan for Aoun to speak with Netanyahu. In a separate statement Thursday, it added that Aoun spoke to U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio, who "affirmed his continuation of the ongoing efforts to achieve a ceasefire as a prelude to establishing peace."
Pakistan, which helped mediate the U.S.-Iran ceasefire and hosted a through-the-night negotiating session last weekend, has said Lebanon was part of the deal and has described halting Israel's attacks in that country as an intrinsic part of the agreement. Israel emphatically disputes that.
Despite that disagreement and Trump's imposition of a military blockade in the Strait of Hormuz, the ceasefire has held -- an indication that Washington and Tehran remain keen for an off-ramp from the war.
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, speaking at the Pentagon on Thursday morning, sent a message directly to Iran, warning that while the Iranian military is digging out from earlier U.S. and Israeli strikes, the U.S. is "reloading with more power than ever before" and is "locked and loaded" for more strikes on "dual-use infrastructure," targets such as power plants that have both military and civilian uses, should a deal fail to materialize and the fighting resumes.
The U.S. enforcement of the blockade, Hegseth said, is "the polite way that this can go," with U.S. warships and aircraft preventing tanker ships and other vessels transiting to and from Iranian ports.
Gen. Dan Caine, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, appearing alongside Hegseth, said that 13 ships have turned around and returned to Iran amid the blockade and that none have broken through. U.S. forces have not boarded any Iranian-flagged vessels in the effort, Caine said.
The historic talks between the U.S. and Iran last weekend broke down over several issues, notably Iran's insistence on maintaining its nuclear enrichment program, which it says is for civilian purposes and Trump's demand that the country end its nuclear program -- at least for 20 years. Vice President JD Vance led those negotiations for the U.S.
In recent days, officials and diplomats have floated the possibility of a second round of talks.
Since the Islamabad meeting, Iran and the United States have continued to exchange messages, according to a Pakistani official who spoke on the condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to brief the media. The official said Pakistan is also exploring the possibility of extending the ceasefire.
"This is to create space for peace talks so that they could continue," the official said. The Trump administration has dismissed reports that the ceasefire will be extended.
Senior Pakistani officials have also embarked on travel in the region to support the diplomatic effort. Pakistan's army chief, Field Marshal Asim Munir, who has emerged as one of the most important figures in the peacemaking effort, traveled to Tehran on Wednesday "as part of the ongoing mediation efforts," according to Pakistan's military.
Also Wednesday, Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif arrived in Saudi Arabia. His office said he would discuss regional issues there before continuing on to Qatar and Turkey.
Iran and the U.S. remain far apart on critical issues, including Tehran's nuclear program, control of the Strait of Hormuz and Iran's demand that the U.S. and Israel pay compensation for war-related damages.
Trump announced the high-level talks between Israel and Lebanon just days after a rare face-to-face encounter between Lebanese and Israeli diplomats in Washington on Tuesday.
Rubio hosted the meeting, which participants described as a working group aimed at reaching a ceasefire amid cross-border hostilities. The meeting lasted more than two hours and was attended by Lebanon's ambassador to the U.S., Nada Hamadeh Moawad, and her Israeli counterpart, Yechiel Leiter.
Tommy Pigott, a spokesperson for the State Department, said the two sides "agreed to launch direct negotiations at a mutually agreed time and venue."
Netanyahu issued a statement late Wednesday declaring that Israel was continuing its military operations against Hezbollah.
"Our forces continue to strike Hezbollah; we are on the verge of decisive victory in Bint Jbeil," Netanyahu said. "At the same time, I issued directives to the [Israel Defense Forces] yesterday to continue thickening the security zone, and also to deploy it eastward toward the Hermon mountain foothills."
The Israeli leader also nodded to the diplomatic efforts. "In parallel, we are conducting negotiations with Lebanon," he said. "These negotiations have not taken place for 40 years or more. ... In the negotiations with Lebanon, there are two primary objectives: first, the disarmament of Hezbollah, and second, a sustainable peace. Peace through strength."
Netanyahu, who has been criticized in Israel for not being part of Trump's decision to pause the fighting with Iran, said Wednesday that he was being updated "constantly" by Washington. "Our goals are identical," he said, though analysts have noted divergence between U.S. and Israeli interests, and some Israelis have opposed the ceasefire, saying it was too soon to halt the fighting.
Haidamous reported from Beirut. Dan Lamothe in Washington and Lior Soroka in Tel Aviv contributed to this report.
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Politics
Largely secret donors pour millions into election that could tip Congress
Most of the almost $100 million raised to influence the vote, heavily favoring Democrats, comes from nonprofits that don't have to disclose their donors. 
By Clara Ence Morse, Gregory S. Schneider | 2026-04-16
Massive amounts of money are flowing into Virginia's redistricting referendum as Democrats and Republicans from across the nation wrestle for control of the House of Representatives, but the identities of individual contributors -- and their agendas -- remain cloaked in secrecy.
About 95 percent of the total $93 million raised so far in Virginia, as of a Monday night filing deadline, came from nonprofit groups not required to disclose their donors, according to state elections records. The proportion of dark money turning up on both sides of the campaign outstrips last year's similar referendum in California, where wealthy individuals, political committees and unions gave far more than similar nonprofits.
President Donald Trump touched off a redistricting arms race last year by pushing Republican states to create more GOP-leaning congressional districts to help his party maintain its thin majority in the House. Texas, North Carolina and Missouri responded, and then Democrats counterpunched by passing a referendum to create five new blue-leaning districts in California.
Virginia is the next biggest prize for Democrats; its 11 House seats are held by six Democrats and five Republicans, but if voters approve an April 21 referendum, Democrats have promised to implement a map that gives them an advantage in 10 districts.
The main vote-yes group, Virginians for Fair Elections, has reported raising $64 million -- far more money than its fragmented opponents. The group has spent $16 million on television ads, outspending anti-redistricting groups 10 to 1 on the airwaves, according to a Post analysis of data provided by tracking firm AdImpact.
But figuring out where Virginians for Fair Elections' money came from is like unpacking a Russian nesting doll, with layers of other interest groups contributing cash without any requirement that they disclose where their money originated.
One such group, House Majority Forward, the political nonprofit arm of House Democrats, has given nearly $40 million in support of the amendment. Led by Rep. Hakeem Jeffries (D-New York), House Majority Forward is not required by law to disclose its donors.
Another political nonprofit called the Fairness Project donated more than $12 million to Virginians for Fair Elections. That group was in turn funded by other nonprofits including Demand Justice Initiative, Families United for Freedom and Black Progressive Action Coalition. Other top donors included George Soros' Fund for Policy Reform, which also gave to support the California redistricting ballot measure, and the Virginia Democratic Party.
The opposition effort is made up of several smaller groups. But the largest of those -- Virginians for Fair Maps -- has an extra layer of masking that obscures the source of its funding. Its top donor is listed in state records as Virginians for Fair Maps, a separate group that shares its name with the referendum committee.
The donor group was created in October, three days after the Virginia General Assembly began considering a constitutional amendment on redistricting. It will probably not report its income or spending for at least another year, but it has given over $19 million to oppose the amendment.
Virginians for Fair Maps spokesman Finlay Lee said the group has "taken thousands of contributions directly from Virginians" but did not provide details in an email to The Post.
Right-wing nonprofit Per Aspera Policy was the largest donor to a separate committee called Justice for Democracy that created anti-redistricting mailers using Klan imagery to target Black voters. Justice for Democracy reported receiving over $7 million from Per Aspera.
In 2024, Per Aspera reported giving almost $1 million to committees backing Blake Masters, the venture capitalist and Peter Thiel protege who lost in the Republican primary for an Arizona House seat, and Bill Johnson, the Republican former Ohio congressman. Although the group itself is not required to report donors, a nonprofit led by David Sacks reported giving it $200,000 in 2024. Per Aspera received smaller grants from American Leadership Fund and Klal Yisroel, a pair of lower-profile nonprofits.
Eric Lau contributed to this report.
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White House
Trump's top arts commissioner says D.C. needs three arches, not one
Rodney Mims Cook Jr. tried to build an arch in D.C. for years. Now his panel will review the president's own proposal -- and Cook says two more should be built, too.

Rodney Mims Cook Jr. in 2000 conceived of a "Millennium Pavilion," featuring a triumphal arch, to be located around Second and M streets in Southeast Washington. The project did not move forward. (Courtesy of the Millenium Gate Foundation)


By Dan Diamond | 2026-04-16
Nearly 30 years ago, Rodney Mims Cook Jr. had a vision: a triumphal arch gracing the streets of Washington. The urban developer persuaded some lawmakers and potential funders; he won encouragement from local leaders and residents. But an arch was never built here.
Now the idea is back, and so is Cook -- appointed by President Donald Trump to the Commission of Fine Arts, a federal panel that helps approve the design of monuments and major projects in the capital. The commission on Thursday will review Trump's proposal for a 250-foot arch, tucked inside the city's boundaries near Arlington National Cemetery. Trump officials hope to begin construction this year, in honor of the country's 250th anniversary.
Cook, who founded the National Monuments Foundation and has long promoted classical design, believes the nation's capital needs an arch, which he says would serve as a majestic gateway to the city.
But he wouldn't stop at one.
"I think the president should do three," Cook said in an interview from Italy last week, citing two more potential locations in Southeast Washington that, together, he believed would satisfy architect Pierre L'Enfant's original vision for the capital. "He wants to complete the L'Enfant plan. No one has."
Cook declined to say whether he had discussed his three-arch proposal with Trump, a plan that would include two more arches by the Frederick Douglass Memorial Bridge and the John Philip Sousa Bridge that would greet visitors as they enter Washington from the south. He also declined to say whether he would vote for Trump's proposed 250-foot arch, adding that he had many questions about the plan -- and expected to weigh it carefully in his role of chairman of the fine arts commission, having been elected earlier this year.
The White House said it would not comment on the president's conversations.

Cook also pursued a roughly 80-foot arch at Barney Circle, a plan that ultimately stalled in 2002. (Courtesy of the Millenium Gate Foundation)


Washington is unusual among major western cities for not having a triumphal arch, which the Romans widely used to commemorate victories. They also inspired more recent structures in Europe, most notably the 164-foot Arc de Triomphe in Paris, which Napoleon Bonaparte commissioned in the first part of the 19th century. The White House's planned arch closely resembles those designs, leading some to dub the administration's proposal "the Arc de Trump."
The president has publicly echoed Cook's laments about Washington's lack of an arch, vowing to build the world's largest -- an ambition that fits within his broader effort to reshape the capital's civic landscape and align its monuments more closely with his vision of American power, patriotism and legacy.
"Long after everyone in this room is gone, our children and grandchildren will remain inspired by this national monument," White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt told reporters on Wednesday.

President Donald Trump has touted his arch proposal as an overdue addition to D.C. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


The idea of a large arch has been cheered by some of Trump's supporters, who have rallied for the project online and are planning to do so at Thursday's commission hearing.
Cook's friends and supporters have also applauded his efforts to build a triumphal arch in Washington, with several calling him a visionary.
"I like the idea of the arch," Joe Lonsdale, a co-founder of Palantir and a supporter of the National Monuments Foundation, wrote in an email about the 250-foot proposal. "It's a bold homage to our western heritage and Rodney knows how to build beautiful monuments."
Their enthusiasm is not universally shared. Polls have found that most Americans oppose the 250-foot project. Military veterans have sued to stop it, saying that a towering structure in Memorial Circle will harm views of Arlington National Cemetery. Democrats have warned Trump that any new monument must obtain authorization from Congress and have vowed to probe the project if it moves forward without lawmakers' review, a threat that would carry extra teeth if a chamber of Congress flips this fall.
Historic preservationists and architects have also said that a 250-foot arch would distort the intent of Memorial Circle and its surrounding monuments, including Arlington Memorial Bridge, which was intended as a symbolic link between North and South in the wake of the Civil War. The roughly 100-foot-tall Lincoln Memorial sits at one end of the bridge, while a monument to Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee sits on the hillside of the cemetery. The view between the two memorials would be interrupted by a large arch.
"Memorial Circle was explicitly designed as a solemn processional transition toward Arlington and the nation's cemetery for nearly 430,000 veterans," John Haigh, the chair of Benedictine College's architecture program, who visited Memorial Circle and other sites with his students last year to consider the arch project, wrote in an email. "A triumphal arch located there is the wrong typology: triumph and reconciliation (and its related commemoration of sacrifice) are not the same thing."

Trump's motorcade circles Memorial Circle, where he has proposed building an arch to commemorate the 250th anniversary of the United States. (Julia Demaree Nikhinson/AP)


Some historians who have studied L'Enfant, Washington's original designer, questioned why Cook has invoked him to justify the building of new arches around the city.
"Nowhere in his plan is there a 'gateway,'" said Caren Yglesias, an architect who teaches on L'Enfant at the University of Maryland. She noted that a later designer, Andrew Jackson Downing, did include a "gateway" arch in a mid-19th century proposal for the National Mall. That arch was never constructed.
"But again, it is not a gateway to the city. It is a gateway between Pennsylvania Avenue and the president's grounds in front of the White House, as they were called at that time," said Yglesias, who has written a book on Downing.
Judy Feldman, an art historian who leads the National Mall Coalition, a preservation-focused nonprofit, said she did not see a connection between L'Enfant's original plans and proposals for an arch now.
"It sounds like an urban designer is trying to reinterpret L'Enfant," Feldman said.
Cook, touting his own studies, pointed to his readings of L'Enfant's plans and cited past presidents' goals for the city.
"L'Enfant stated that his models for the new city included such 'grand' cities as London, Madrid, Paris, Amsterdam, Naples, Venice, Genoa, and Florence," Cook wrote in a text message, citing a 1791 letter that L'Enfant sent to then-Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson. "All of these cities have 'grand' arch gates."
The son of a prominent Georgia politician, Cook has long said that he is trying to keep classical traditions alive, enlisting prominent backers around the world in his attempt.
A monument that Cook helped build in Atlanta in 1996, with the support of England's then-Prince Charles, became a local rallying point after the death of Princess Diana a year later. A 1999 New Yorker profile of Cook by architect Paul Goldberger -- titled "Athens on the Interstate" -- captured his further efforts to bring classical architecture to a city better known for its freeways.
Cook took an interest in Washington too, saying that the new millennium occasioned a monument to match it. He won some bipartisan support for a millennium arch in Congress, including from then-Sens. Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D-New York) and Paul Coverdell (R-Georgia), and was cheered on by Washington's leaders.
"The Millennium Monument can be one of the new success stories for Washington as we begin the 21st century," Andrew Altman, who served in the mayor's office as Washington's planning director, wrote to Cook in a December 1999 letter obtained by The Washington Post. Cook identified a site in Barney Circle, a historically disadvantaged neighborhood near the Anacostia River, proposing a roughly 80-foot arch that he said would serve as a gateway to the nation's capital city.
Cook and his allies also looked at other locations, such as a site in Navy Yard near South Capitol Street, and spent time cultivating local residents. He told The Post this week that he deliberately focused on underserved communities to "help them restore-renovate the great vernacular that is Washington residential architecture."

Cook's plan for a Millennium monument in the Navy Yard area also would have included a colonnade. (Courtesy of the Millenium Gate Foundation)


Arol Wolford, a construction-technology executive who is a longtime friend of Cook and was involved in his Barney Circle arch proposal, praised Cook's desire to elevate a community through architecture with a monument intended to mark peace.
"Rodney is a very progressive civil rights person," Wolford said.
Cook said the Barney Circle proposal lost steam in the wake of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.
"America was on a war footing," Cook wrote in an email. "A peace monument was not in the cards."
There were other hurdles, too. Washington officials stalled the project, telling The Post in 2002 that they realized it would need significant public funding that had not been budgeted.
So Cook took the idea home to Atlanta, constructing a roughly 100-foot arch known as the Millennium Gate Museum, focused on Georgia's art and culture. His office is in a bronze temple atop it.
Cook was among the classical designers and architects who saw new opportunity when Trump, who has said he values classical architecture, won the presidency in 2016. Trump issued an executive order to promote "beautiful federal civic architecture" and appointed Cook and other classicists to the fine arts commission. The Biden administration subsequently removed Cook and some of his fellow Trump appointees from the commission before their four-year terms were complete, defending the move as an effort to diversify the panel.
Meanwhile, Cook's long-forgotten arch proposal was resurrected in a series of articles by Cook's associates and presented to Trump last year as a way to celebrate the country's 250th anniversary. The president liked the idea -- and enlarged it considerably.
Cook's return to Washington in the second Trump term has been triumphant. As chairman of the fine arts commission, he has weighed in on local school design, voted to support commemorative coins set to bear the president's face and gotten involved in an array of other projects. In the commission's most notable move, Cook mobilized the panel to swiftly approve the president's planned White House ballroom amid public resistance, saying in February that he and his fellow commissioners needed to let Trump get back to his global priorities rather than dwell on the ballroom.
But Cook's new role in the city has also brought new scars. Feldman, who leads the National Mall Coalition, said it was "extremely unprofessional" for Cook to so swiftly assent to Trump's ballroom proposal rather than spend more time aggressively vetting it -- a complaint echoed by Goldberger in the New York Times.
A Post article on Cook's interest in changing the columns on the White House mansion also prompted complaints from architects and jabs from comedians.
"It's even gotten to the point that Stephen Colbert compared me to Willy Wonka yesterday," Cook said at a March meeting of the fine arts commission, adding that he was simply trying to call attention to the rules of classical architecture.
In an interview last week, Cook said he remains committed to the idea of building an arch, though drawing distinctions between his work and the president's vision.
"It's a wonderful gesture of President Trump to task me to try to assist him to complete the L'Enfant plan, as I was trying to do as a private citizen two decades ago," he said, teasing the forthcoming commission hearing. "We'll see what he has on his mind on the 16th."
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Health
White House sidesteps vaccine skeptics in potential CDC leadership reset
A new team could mark a shift away from Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s unpopular vaccine agenda ahead of the midterms.

(Health and Human Services)


By Lena H. Sun, Dan Diamond, Rachel Roubein | 2026-04-16

Erica Schwartz, a former deputy U.S. surgeon general, is the top contender to lead the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (Health and Human Services)


Trump administration officials believe they have found a prescription to fix the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: a four-person team to lead an agency charged with advising Americans on navigating health challenges that has seen a precipitous decline in public trust.
The move comes amid questions about whether the CDC will continue to implement Health and Human Services Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s vaccine agenda or back away ahead of the midterm elections, with many voters opposed to Kennedy's efforts to roll back vaccine policies.
Kennedy and his deputies have recommended that President Donald Trump nominate Erica Schwartz,· a former deputy U.S. surgeon general, to lead the Atlanta-based CDC. The decision remained in front of Trump as of Wednesday afternoon.
Officials have also assembled three other senior officials, including a former Walmart health executive, Texas's current health commissioner and the No. 2 leader of the Food and Drug Administration to round out Schwartz's planned leadership team.
Trump officials concluded that the CDC had diverted from its original mission of preventing disease and responding to outbreaks, with the agency's operational challenges and messaging struggles exposed during the coronavirus response, according to four people with knowledge of the administration's CDC review and staff selection process who spoke on the condition of anonymity to share internal deliberations. The CDC's past leaders have offered similar diagnoses: Robert Redfield, Trump's first-term director of the agency, has been a public critic of the CDC's pace and decision-making; Rochelle Walensky, who led the agency during the Biden administration, also sought to overhaul the CDC before she left the government.
Many public health experts -- including some of the candidates that the administration approached to become the CDC's next leader -- believe that Trump's own actions deeply damaged an organization long considered to be the world's premier public health agency. A few candidates for CDC director asked for the authority to hire and fire staff and operate with greater independence from Kennedy; they were ultimately not selected, according to three people familiar with the process who spoke on the condition of anonymity to share internal deliberations.
Under Kennedy, the federal government has cut the number of shots routinely recommended to children and directed the CDC to update its website to contradict its longtime guidance that vaccines don't cause autism, moves that medical and public health experts say conflict with long-standing scientific evidence.
Officials with knowledge of the selection process said that Schwartz -- if picked by Trump and confirmed by the Senate -- would get a free hand to run the CDC with little interference, assuming she proves up to the task.
"The goal is for her to come in and run her agency," said one official who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal operations, pointing to Mehmet Oz, who oversees the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, as a model leader.
After the Trump administration's initial moves to dramatically shake up the CDC, internal considerations about the agency have changed in recent months amid controversies over Kennedy-directed vaccine changes, said a former senior HHS official who served in Trump's first term and then in the Biden administration, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss personnel decisions. That shift is "increasing the urgency of filling the CDC director role after recent failed attempts," the former official said. "Doing so will require a capable leader -- she is far more qualified than previous nominees -- and a willingness to stop sidelining the CDC and let it get back to its job."
Some experts, including Jeffrey Klausner, an infectious-disease physician and informal adviser to Kennedy, say the underlying politics may be shifting too.
"People recognize that the majority of Americans want safe and effective vaccines, and the politics of anti-vax don't work," Klausner said.
Schwartz did not respond to requests for comment.
The White House said in a statement: "Given we have not made any announcements regarding the next CDC director, this all seems quite premature."
HHS spokesman Andrew Nixon said in a statement: "Secretary Kennedy is committed to the Trump administration's objective of restoring the CDC to its original mission of fighting infectious disease and reestablishing it as the world's most trusted guardian of public health."
Whoever takes the CDC job will inherit legal battles related to Kennedy's vaccine changes, a growing measles outbreak -- with more than 1,700 cases reported this year -- and a workforce shaken by months of upheaval.
While the selections have drawn praise from public health experts and former officials, some former CDC officials said the real test will be whether the agency's scientific work is insulated from political influence. Political appointees with ties to Children's Health Defense, the anti-vaccine group Kennedy founded, or hold similar views, are still working at or advising HHS.
Debra Houry, the CDC's former chief medical officer, said she would view the changes as more than window dressing only if political appointees stop presenting partial data at the agency's federal vaccine advisory panel and allow accurate information to guide clinical recommendations -- rather than leaving a confused public to turn elsewhere for guidance.
Houry praised political appointees Jerome Adams, who served as surgeon general, and Brett Giroir, an assistant secretary for health, for their responses during the pandemic under the first Trump administration. Houry was one of three senior officials to resign last summer to protest the ouster of then-CDC Director Susan Monarez, who left after clashing with Kennedy over vaccine policy.
Demetre Daskalakis, who oversaw the CDC's center on immunizations and respiratory diseases and also resigned in August over Monarez's departure, said the challenges run deeper than any leadership reshuffle.
"I don't think there can be a successful executive team at CDC with the level of HHS animus toward public health," he said.
During the search, candidates with more traditional public health backgrounds sought promises of autonomy to lead the agency and keep science insulated from political influence, according to three people with knowledge of the candidate search who spoke on the condition of anonymity to share internal discussions.
One person contacted about the job did not get a follow-up inquiry after they said they wanted direct access to the president and full hiring and firing authority, similar to that of Oz.
"For whatever reason, CMS has been insulated from the radical changes that the rest of HHS has experienced," said the person, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to share internal discussions, referring to the CDC, the FDA and the National Institutes of Health.

The entrance to the main campus of the CDC in Atlanta. (Jeff Amy/AP)


Trump officials also determined that the problems at the CDC ran deeper than any single leader could address.
Sean Slovenski, a former Walmart executive, is the intended pick to serve in a chief operating officer role; he has operational experience after working at Walmart, the world's largest private employer. Jennifer Shuford, an infectious-disease physician who is Texas's health commissioner, has credibility with GOP officials after leading the health department of the nation's largest state led by Republicans. She would serve in a senior medical role. Sara Brenner, a senior FDA official who served as the agency's acting commissioner at the start of Trump's second term, would also move over to the CDC.
Brenner would be expected to work out of Washington, while the other officials would be based in Atlanta.
The selections of Schwartz, Slovenski, Shuford and Brenner came after a roughly six-week process of canvassing candidates, people familiar with the process said. Some candidates, like Joseph Marine, a Johns Hopkins cardiologist, were championed by the Make America Healthy Again advocates. Others, like former Kentucky governor Ernie Fletcher and Mississippi State Health Department chief Daniel Edney, were seen as more traditional public health choices.
The process also reflects the influence of Chris Klomp, a longtime health care entrepreneur whom the White House elevated to be chief counselor of the HHS. Klomp drew on his business-world experience to assemble a team intended to bring different capabilities, skill sets and constituencies, said three people familiar with the selections. Kennedy signed off on Klomp's selections.
Trump could still opt for another CDC leader, officials said, potentially forcing them to reopen the search process.
Schwartz, a longtime government employee and health care leader, is well-regarded in public health circles. She left government in early 2021 after the incoming Biden administration told her that she would not be selected to serve as acting U.S. surgeon general. In recent months, she has posted videos to Instagram focused on preventing chronic conditions, hyping private Medicare plans and touting the benefits of walking amid MAHA's focus on addressing chronic diseases.
The selection of Schwartz, a longtime Navy officer and a retired rear admiral in the Commissioned Corps of the U.S. Public Health Service, would mark the third time the administration has tried to put a permanent director in place at the nation's leading public health agency -- an unusually turbulent stretch for an institution responsible for tracking outbreaks, guiding vaccine policy and responding to public health emergencies. The CDC has been without a permanent director for all but 29 days since Trump took office in January 2025.

A sign in front of CDC headquarters in Atlanta says "Stay strong CDC we love you!" (Brynn Anderson/AP)


As the midterm elections loom and Republicans seek to maintain control of the House and Senate, Trump administration officials have recently downplayed their push to overhaul vaccine policy and instead touted their work on nutrition and drug pricing. Vaccine messaging is seen as too polarizing, officials have said, as some Republicans -- including Trump's chief pollster -- warn that skepticism toward vaccine requirements is "politically risky."
Under Kennedy, the CDC enacted the most sweeping and controversial reduction to the childhood vaccine schedule in decades. Public health and medical experts warned the changes, announced in January, could weaken protections against deadly vaccine-preventable diseases. Kennedy defended the move as protecting children and rebuilding trust in public health, yet he has rarely mentioned vaccines in recent podcast interviews and a national tour to highlight his MAHA initiatives.
Administration officials view MAHA as a key part of a winning midterm coalition, but the movement led by Kennedy comprises varied -- and at times competing -- priorities focused on pushing healthier foods, tighter regulations over pesticides and eliminating vaccine mandates.
Those tensions have already surfaced in decisions around vaccine policy and advisory panels.
A federal judge last month ruled that members of Kennedy's handpicked vaccine advisory panel -- the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices -- had been improperly appointed, citing a rushed process and lack of expertise. Kennedy had dismissed the panel's 17 members in June and replaced them with new appointees, several of whom have expressed skepticism about vaccines. The judge also blocked the Trump administration from implementing Kennedy's sweeping changes to the childhood immunization schedule.
In addition to managing politics, the new CDC leader will have to manage a workforce depleted by departures and, according to current and former officials, shaken by a workplace shooting and political pressures.
Layoffs, resignations and retirements have hollowed out expertise, leaving many programs led by interim officials, while the director's office is staffed by more than a dozen political appointees, few with medical backgrounds, according to current and former officials.
At an all-hands meeting last month with Jay Bhattacharya, the NIH director who is overseeing the CDC during the search for a permanent agency director, employees voiced frustration recalling an attack at the CDC's Atlanta headquarters last summer by a gunman who appeared to distrust the coronavirus vaccine.
"We still have bullet holes from the terrorist attack," one employee said to sustained applause, according to a video obtained by The Washington Post.
"We're missing a lot of trust in our leadership. ... What are you planning to do to rebuild our trust in all of you?" another employee asked, to even longer applause.
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Politics
Trump tests loyalty of Christian supporters as erratic behavior escalates
The president maintains his hold on the Christian right, but his bluster, fight with the pope and portrayal of himself as a Jesus-like figure strain that bond.

President Donald Trump prepares to sign an executive order after a prayer and song during a National Day of Prayer event in the Rose Garden in May. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


By Karen Tumulty | 2026-04-16
The willingness of his supporters on the Christian right to shrug off the apostasies and antics of President Donald Trump has been put to new tests, as his behavior has become even more erratic.
Trump has claimed God's backing for foreign adventurism as he has threatened to demolish one of the world's oldest civilizations; written an Easter Sunday screed that included an f-bomb and a "praise be to Allah" sign-off; tangled with a popular, American-born pope; and employed his social media platform to spread an image that appeared to depict him as Jesus.
Of the many unlikely turns in the Trump era, ranking high is the fervor with which religious conservatives have embraced an irreverent, thrice-married Manhattan real estate developer given to regular outbursts of vulgarity, lying and vindictiveness.
But now, "he's forcing his supporters into awkward places, and if they don't support him, he attacks them. This is not a way to sustain a coalition," said Erick Erickson, a conservative evangelical radio host who has both praised and criticized the president. "These things add up in a way that begins to alienate evangelical voters."
It was one thing, for instance, for Trump to post a jokey meme showing himself dressed up as a pope last year, when the selection of a new pontiff was underway. It is far different, as he did Sunday, to issue an AI-generated image depicting him in the flowing red-and-white robes often associated with Jesus. "I asked him to take it down," said Speaker Mike Johnson (R-Louisiana), an evangelical who rarely utters anything that sounds like a criticism of what Trump says and does.
Trump's claim that he believed the social media post, which he deleted, was actually a depiction of him as a doctor was unconvincing. Nor did it help that some of the religious leaders around him have promoted a near-deification of the president, especially after he was almost assassinated in 2024.
With Trump standing beside her, televangelist Paula White-Cain, his spiritual adviser, said this month: "Jesus taught so many lessons through His death, burial and resurrection. He showed us great leadership, great transformation requires great sacrifice."
"And Mr. President, no one has paid the price like you have paid the price. It almost cost you your life," she added. "You were betrayed and arrested and falsely accused. It's a familiar pattern that our Lord and Savior showed us."

Archbishop of New York Timothy Dolan and pastor Paula White-Cain participate in the White House Religious Liberty Commission meeting in September. (Win McNamee/Getty Images)


Unlike White evangelicals, who have been a foundational element of the activist Republican base since the Reagan years, Catholics have tended to be swing voters. Democrat Joe Biden narrowly won or evenly split Catholics' votes with Trump in 2020, depending on whose numbers you are looking at; four years later, Trump carried the Catholic vote by 12 points over Democrat Kamala Harris.
So it is hard to see an upside for Trump in lashing out at Pope Leo XIV for citing biblical doctrine as a critique of the war with Iran. Trump attacked the pontiff as he might any other critic, with a rambling social media tirade claiming that Leo is, among other things, "WEAK on crime" and "catering to the Radical Left." It was the type of bombast he might have hurled at a blue state governor or big-city mayor. Trump also, baselessly, took credit for Leo's selection as pope.
The attack on the pontiff -- which came the same day that Trump put out the Jesus-like image of himself on social media -- dismayed even some of the president's staunchest supporters among Catholic leaders.
"The statements made by President Trump on Truth Social regarding the Pope were entirely inappropriate and disrespectful. They don't contribute at all to a constructive conversation. It is the Pope's prerogative to articulate Catholic doctrine and the principles that govern the moral life," Bishop Robert Barron, a member of Trump's Religious Liberty Commission, wrote on social media. "I think the President owes the Pope an apology."
Still, Trump can draw from a deep well of trust and loyalty among religious conservatives. He has put them at the forefront of his coalition and produced victories on issues that Republican presidents before him had only talked about, including the overturning of Roe v. Wade, made possible by his appointments to the courts.

Supporters pray as Trump participates in a 2024 roundtable of Latino business leaders in Doral, Florida. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Moreover, Christian conservatives have felt what they perceive as open hostility from the Democratic Party toward their values. It has put them at odds with Democrats on several issues, including policies related to trans people and whether religious organizations, such as the Little Sisters of the Poor, can be allowed to provide social services within the confines of their religious beliefs. Only with Trump's election was it possible for them to win many of these culture-war battles.
Under Trump, more liberal Catholics who argue on behalf of refugees and a better safety net for poor people have seen their side losing ground to culture-war issues.
Some predict the storms around Trump's most recent actions are likely to pass as quickly as ones in the past have.
"No one has delivered more than Trump on life, religious liberty, support for Israel and judicial appointments for voters of faith," said Ralph Reed, founder and chairman of the Faith and Freedom Coalition, a conservative grassroots organization, and a member of Trump's faith advisory group.
"Those policy victories matter far more in their hierarchy of concerns than any disagreement over a since-deleted social media post," he added.
But gratitude for what Trump has done in the past can go only so far. His religious supporters may grow less tolerant of his antics and volatility as his impotence as a lame duck becomes more pronounced and his poll numbers continue to sink.
Which means, increasingly, that they will be looking to a future beyond his presidency -- and perhaps beginning to pray for someone who won't constantly put their faith to such tests.
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Courts & Law
Justice Sotomayor issues rare apology for remarks about conservative colleague
The extraordinary public apology highlights rifts on the court dominated by a 6-3 conservative majority.

Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor speaks at a New York Law School event last year. (Richard Drew/AP)


By Julian  Mark | 2026-04-15
Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor on Wednesday evening issued an unusual public apology to fellow Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh, saying remarks she made about his stance in an immigration case were "inappropriate" and "hurtful."
The personal swipe came during a talk at the University of Kansas School of Law last week, when Sotomayor suggested that Kavanaugh lacked the life experience to appreciate the potential impacts of his opinion on immigration stops. He "probably doesn't really know any person who works by the hour," Sotomayor said, according to news reports. "This is from a man whose parents were professionals."
In September 2025, Kavanaugh wrote an opinion that supported lifting limits on immigration raids in the Los Angeles area.
In a statement issued through the court, Sotomayor called her remarks "inappropriate."
"I regret my hurtful comments," Sotomayor added, saying they had stemmed from a "disagreement with a colleague" in a previous case. "I have apologized to my colleague."
The extraordinary public apology highlights rifts on the court dominated by a 6-3 conservative majority. Sotomayor, a liberal nominated by President Barack Obama, has frequently written dissents as the court's majority has sided with the Trump administration in a host of cases challenging its agenda. Until last week, however, Sotomayor's criticism had largely come in writing, hewing to the legal issues and their possible effects.
Frustration felt by other justices has burst into the open, though it usually centers on issues of policy or process.
During a public forum in March, Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson criticized the conservative majority for being too quick to issue rulings that have temporarily allowed some of President Donald Trump's controversial policies to go forward on a preliminary basis. The comments by the liberal justice came in response to an assertion by Kavanaugh, who was also in attendance, that the high court had treated Trump and Democratic President Joe Biden similarly.
"This is not a new phenomenon in the Trump administration," said Kavanaugh, a conservative.
Jackson echoed her criticisms during a talk at Yale Law School this week, calling the emergency docket orders "back-of-the-envelope, first-blush impressions of the merits of the legal issue," according to the Guardian.
In his emergency docket opinion concerning immigration raids in Los Angeles, Kavanaugh wrote that immigration officers can consider a person's race, language and occupation in forming a reason to stop someone for an immigration check.
"To be clear, apparent ethnicity alone cannot furnish reasonable suspicion; under this Court's case law regarding immigration stops, however, it can be a 'relevant factor' when considered along with other salient factors," Kavanaugh wrote.
Sotomayor, joined by the court's two other liberal justices, dissented.
"We should not have to live in a country where the Government can seize anyone who looks Latino, speaks Spanish, and appears to work a low wage job," Sotomayor wrote.
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National Security
U.S. sends thousands more troops to Mideast as Trump seeks to squeeze Iran
The infusion of firepower coincides with the administration's maritime blockade against the regime in Tehran and as mediators urge both sides to extend their ceasefire.

The USS George H.W. Bush pulls away from Naval Station Norfolk in Virginia last month. (Kendall Warner/Virginian-Pilot/AP)


By Dan Lamothe | 2026-04-15
The Pentagon is sending thousands of additional troops into the Middle East in the coming days, as President Donald Trump attempts to pressure Iran into a deal that could end the weeks-long conflict there while considering the possibility of additional strikes or ground operations if a fragile ceasefire does not hold, U.S. officials said.
The forces moving into the region include about 6,000 troops aboard the aircraft carrier USS George H.W. Bush and several warships escorting it, said current and former officials, who like some others spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss military movements. About 4,200 others with the Boxer Amphibious Ready Group and its embarked Marine Corps task force, the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit, are expected to arrive near the end of the month.
The infusion of firepower appears likely to coalesce with warships already in the Middle East just as the two-week ceasefire is set to expire April 22 -- and as the U.S. military enforces a naval blockade of the Strait of Hormuz. The personnel will join the estimated 50,000 troops that the Pentagon has said are involved globally in operations to counter Iran.
The arrival of additional American warships will put even greater pressure on Iran and provide Adm. Brad Cooper, head of U.S. Central Command, and other senior military leaders with more options should negotiations with Tehran fail, said James Foggo, a retired Navy admiral and dean at the Center for Maritime Strategy in Northern Virginia.
"The more tools you have got in your kit, the more diversity of options that you have," Foggo said, calling the injection of additional forces "a reserve capacity, in the event that things go south."
White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt told reporters Wednesday that it's "obviously in the best interest of Iran to meet the president's demands," which include ending its nuclear program and lifting its own lockdown on commercial shipping through the Strait of Hormuz. The narrow passage is vital for the movement of Middle Eastern oil through the Persian Gulf. Its closure has caused the global economy to convulse and triggered a rise in energy prices, including the cost of gas.
Pakistani mediators are pushing for an extension to the ceasefire to give the United States and Iran more time to bridge their differences and return to the negotiating table, according to a Pakistani official.
Talks between the two sides are continuing, Leavitt said, and there is a possibility officials from Washington and Tehran could meet again in Islamabad, the site of last weekend's summit, in coming days.
"We feel good about the prospects of a deal," she said.
The president told Fox Business in an interview that aired Wednesday morning that he thought the war in Iran could be over "very soon" and he expected gas prices to fall to prewar levels by the midterms "on the assumption" that the U.S. is able to stop Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon. "When that's settled, gas prices are going to go down tremendously," he said.
Investors mostly cheered Trump's comments. Despite higher energy costs and forecasts of slower economic growth, many are betting a deal to end the conflict is coming. The S&P 500 was up more than three-quarters of a percent Wednesday, notching an all-time high in a significant turnaround for that index compared with recent weeks. The tech-heavy Nasdaq composite index was also up more than 1.5 percent, while the Dow Jones Industrial Average ticked down slightly.
Tehran, meanwhile, escalated its threats to choke off international trade, with military commander Maj. Gen. Ali Abdollahi saying Iran would block imports and exports from the Persian Gulf, Gulf of Oman and Red Sea in response to the U.S. blockade. "Iran will take powerful action to defend its national sovereignty and interests," he said in comments reported by Iran's semiofficial Tasnim news agency.
Trump, in a bid to squeeze Tehran economically, announced on Sunday a military blockade of maritime traffic leaving and arriving at Iranian ports. More than a dozen Navy warships are positioned in the Gulf of Oman and the Arabian Sea, confronting vessels as they exit the Strait of Hormuz.
U.S. military officials said Wednesday that 10 vessels have now turned around rather than attempt to make it through the blockade. One Iranian-flagged vessel tried Tuesday, exiting the Strait of Hormuz and moving along the Iranian coastline before it was redirected by the USS Spruance, a destroyer, the officials said.
A radio transmission posted online Wednesday appeared to show a U.S. service member warning ships in the region. "Do not attempt to breach the blockade," it says. "Vessels will be boarded for interdiction and seizure transiting to or from an Iranian port. Turn around, or prepared to be boarded."
This week, the administration also announced additional economic sanctions, warning countries whose financial institutions hold Iranian assets that it would impose secondary sanctions on them if they didn't "immediately cease such activity." The notice was sent to the United Arab Emirates, Oman, Hong Kong and China.
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said at Wednesday's White House briefing that China purchases up to 90 percent of Iran's oil. "Two Chinese banks received letters from the U.S. Treasury," he said, telling them that "if we can prove that there is Iranian money flowing through your accounts, then we are willing to apply secondary sanctions." Bessent declined to name the banks.
Secondary sanctions are penalties imposed on foreign countries, individuals or entities that do business with the target of primary sanctions and can lead to cutting off access to the U.S. financial system, among other measures.

Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent joins White House press secretary Karoline Leavitt for a news briefing on Wednesday (Kevin Lamarque/Reuters)


The arrival of the additional U.S. forces in the Middle East will provide commanders with three aircraft carriers, each with dozens of fighter jets. The USS Abraham Lincoln has been in the Middle East since January, while the USS Gerald R. Ford arrived in the eastern Mediterranean Sea in February, extending a marathon deployment that included time last year in Europe and involvement in operations off Venezuela at the beginning of this year.
The USS George H.W. Bush was close to the Cape of Good Hope, near South Africa, on Tuesday and expected to make an unusual hook around the bottom of the continent on its way to the Middle East, two officials familiar with the matter said. The path to the region was first reported by USNI News.
The three-ship Boxer Amphibious Ready Group last week departed from Hawaii and is now a couple of weeks from the Middle East, officials said. The embarked 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit includes an infantry battalion of more than 800 personnel, plus helicopters and naval landing craft. A similar unit, the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit, arrived in the Middle East from Okinawa, Japan, late in March.
A former senior defense official said that U.S. forces involved in Trump's blockade are probably on the lookout for ships suspected of supporting Iran. Armed boarding teams from the Navy SEALs, Marine Corps or Coast Guard are trained to seize vessels, whether their crews cooperate with U.S. forces or not, the official said.
Boarding a ship can be an exceedingly dangerous mission, though. Any U.S. personnel who may have to do so face the risk that embarked mariners will fight back or that Iranian forces will target the boarding teams with drones or speedboats, the former senior defense official said.

President Donald Trump speaks to members of the news media outside the Oval Office on Monday. (Salwan Georges/FTWP via Pool)


Trump has appeared to acknowledge the risks to U.S. personnel participating in the blockade, warning in a social media post Monday that Iran's navy already is "laying at the bottom of the sea, completely obliterated," and that any smaller vessels that approach U.S. personnel could face a similar fate.
"Warning: If any of these ships come anywhere close to our BLOCKADE, they will be immediately ELIMINATED, using the same system of kill that we use against the drug dealers on boats at Sea," Trump wrote, referring to the Pentagon's campaign of strikes in Latin American waters. "It is quick and brutal."
Any ships that are seized are likely to be sent to another location to be held in quarantine, the former senior official said.
Foggo, the retired admiral, said he sees promise in the blockade, given how much Iran's economy is underpinned by the export of oil through the Strait of Hormuz.
"It's a lot of pressure, and if it's sustained over a period of time, it's going to really hurt the Iranian economy," he said. "At the same time, you have to admit, gas prices are going to continue to go up. So, that is a problem for us and our policymakers, as well, because people are not happy about it."
As the blockade continues, military officials are planning for another potential escalation: U.S. ground operations on Iranian soil, two U.S. officials said.
Administration officials have discussed scenarios that include launching a complex Special Operations mission to extract Iranian nuclear material; landing Marines on coastal areas and islands to protect the strait; and seizing Kharg Island, an Iranian export facility in the Persian Gulf, officials have said.
Enforcing an extended blockade will be a "tall order" for U.S. forces, but any of those ground operations would be significantly riskier, said Mick Mulroy, a retired Marine and CIA officer who served in the Pentagon during the first Trump administration.
Mulroy said he hopes that the administration and Iran can find an agreement that is acceptable to both sides. If, for example, they can agree to a deal that pauses the Iranian nuclear program for 10 or 20 years, that must be balanced against the challenges Marines and soldiers could face while deployed on Iranian soil.
"It's not going to be without consequences," he said of such a mission. "There will likely be casualties."
Susannah George in Islamabad, Pakistan, and Tara Copp, Dan Diamond, Karen DeYoung and Alex Horton in Washington contributed to this report.
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Justice
Prosecutors add terrorism charge in new D.C. pipe bomb indictment
Brian Cole Jr. is accused of placing explosives near the RNC and DNC headquarters the night before the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection. 

(Justice Department/AP)


By Salvador Rizzo | 2026-04-15
Federal prosecutors have added terrorism and weapons-of-mass-destruction charges against the Virginia man accused of planting pipe bombs near the headquarters of the Democratic and Republican national committees in 2021, and he could now face a harsher prison sentence if found guilty.
Brian Cole Jr. was arrested in December after a nearly five-year investigation into the explosives placed near the U.S. Capitol the night before the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection. He gave a detailed confession to FBI agents on the day of his arrest, according to court documents, then pleaded not guilty to an indictment charging him with transporting explosives across state lines and maliciously attempting to detonate them.
Those initial charges, if proved in court, would have required a prison sentence of seven to 40 years. Federal prosecutors in D.C. this week obtained a superseding indictment adding two more counts: attempting to use weapons of mass destruction and committing an act of terrorism while armed. Cole, 30, now faces a maximum sentence of life in prison if convicted.
Attorneys for Cole said in a court filing this month that they might rely on a discredited conspiracy theory -- that a Capitol Police officer planted the explosives -- as his trial defense. The defense also has asked to have the case dismissed, arguing that President Donald Trump's blanket pardon of Jan. 6 rioters covers Cole.
Prosecutors have said that the former Capitol Police officer was investigated but ruled out as a suspect and that Trump's pardon, which applies to offenses "on January 6, 2021," does not cover the planting of the pipe bombs the day before the insurrection.
A spokesperson for the defense criticized U.S. Attorney for D.C. Jeanine Pirro for pursuing tougher charges against Cole at the same time that she is moving to vacate the convictions of the Proud Boys and Oath Keepers who helped plan the Jan. 6 riots and led the charge into the U.S. Capitol.
"This means that the government now wants Brian Cole Jr. (a Black man) to go down in history as the only alleged, accused January 6-related individual to serve not only a jail sentence, but to serve the rest of his life in prison," the spokesperson said.
The U.S. attorney's office declined to comment.
During the first two hours of his FBI interview in December, Cole denied placing the pipe bombs and said he was a Trump supporter. After being told that lying to federal agents could be charged as an additional crime, Cole admitted that he planted the bombs out of frustration with both political parties and "denied that his actions were directed toward Congress or related to the proceedings scheduled to take place on January 6," prosecutors said.
A prosecutor in Pirro's office, Charles R. Jones, said at a court hearing this year that Cole led "an essentially monastic lifestyle," working at his father's bail bondsman company and living with his mother in Woodbridge, Virginia. Jones said Cole was radicalized online, largely by consuming content on YouTube, Reddit and Discord.
Prosecutors said Cole taught himself how to make black powder from a video game and watched science videos to round out his bombmaking knowledge, buying components at local stores including Lowe's, Walmart and Home Depot, while keeping his family in the dark about his activities.
In a court filing last week, prosecutors disclosed new details about their investigation that suggested Cole had been researching how to make homemade bombs since 2012.
A thumb drive found in the basement of his home showed signs of deleted files with titles including "anarchist-cookbook-william-powell," "anarchistcookbook2000," "Chemical Equivalency List" and "Revolutionary Handbook," while a hard drive recovered from a bedroom showed that a user named "Brian" had conducted internet searches for "how to make a pipe bomb," "manifesto template" and "list of manifestos," prosecutors said.
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Politics
Senate rejects resolution to block Trump from striking Iran
The war powers resolution was the fourth to fail in the chamber since the war's start -- but some Republicans expressed fresh concern about the war as it approaches the two-month mark.

President Donald Trump speaks to reporters at the White House about the Iran war on April 6. (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


By Theodoric Meyer, Noah Robertson | 2026-04-15
The Senate rejected a resolution Wednesday to block President Donald Trump from ordering further strikes on Iran, even as some Republicans raised increasing concerns about Congress's lack of input on the war.
The vote was the latest test of lawmakers' support for the unpopular conflict since Trump threatened last week to destroy Iran's "whole civilization" then hours later agreed to a two-week ceasefire. Democrats have forced votes on three other war powers resolutions since the war's start, all of which have failed.
Wednesday's procedural vote failed 47-52, with Sen. Rand Paul (R-Kentucky) joining Democrats to support the resolution and Sen. John Fetterman (D-Pennsylvania) voting against it. Sen. Jim Justice (R-West Virginia) did not vote.
Some Republicans who opposed the resolution said they nevertheless want Trump to consult Congress as the war approaches the two-month mark -- an important legal deadline.
The War Powers Resolution of 1973 -- the law Democrats are using to force the votes -- requires presidents to remove U.S. forces from any conflict that Congress has not authorized within 60 days. Trump can obtain a 30-day extension if he certifies that it is an "unavoidable military necessity."
Trump predicted shortly after the war started that it would be over within four or five weeks, but the 60-day deadline, which arrives May 1, is rapidly approaching. He has sent mixed signals about how long the conflict will go on, telling Maria Bartiromo of Fox Business on Tuesday that he the war was "very close to over" even as he imposed a naval blockade on Iran and sent thousands more troops· to the Middle East.
"The president recognized ahead of time when he first went into Iran that this was going to be a short-term thing, right?" Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) said. "We're probably not going to be dealing with 60 days. Well, here we are."
Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) did not say Wednesday whether he wants Trump to seek authorization from Congress before the 60-day mark, but he has called for the administration to articulate how it plans to end the war as the deadline approaches.
"They need a plan for how to wind this down and how to get an outcome that actually leads to a safer, more secure Middle East," Thune told reporters.
Some Senate Republicans have gone further. Sen. John Curtis (R-Utah) has said he will not support more funding for military operations against Iran unless Congress declares war. Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine) said Congress needs to authorize the conflict if it exceeds 60 days or if the U.S. deploys ground troops, which Trump has not ruled out.
"I have been clear from the beginning of this military operation that the President's power is not unlimited as Commander in Chief, as the Constitution gives Congress an essential role in matters of war and peace," Collins said in a statement.
The House is expected to vote Thursday on its own resolution to block Trump from ordering more strikes on Iran. A similar resolution narrowly failed last month, with two House Republicans voting for it and four Democrats opposing it.
Rep. Don Bacon (R-Nebraska), who voted in January for an unsuccessful resolution to prohibit Trump from taking further military action against Venezuela, said he was inclined to oppose the Iran resolution because he wants Trump to "finish the job" in Iran. Still, he said Trump needs to seek authorization from Congress to before the 60-day deadline.
"The president, if he wants to continue doing this, is going to have to sort of lead the way on it, because the 60 days are coming due," Bacon said.
Polling indicates the war is unpopular. Fifty-five percent of Americans oppose it and 32 percent support it, according to an Economist-YouGov poll conducted between Friday and Monday. A CBS News-YouGov poll conducted last week found 64 percent of Americans disapprove of Trump's handling of the conflict while 36 percent approve.
Murkowski has spoken with other Republicans about drafting legislation to authorize the war if it drags on, she said. Congress passed similar authorizations before the start of the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, but Trump did not ask lawmakers to do so before striking Iran.
Sen. Thom Tillis (R-North Carolina) said he was open to supporting an authorization for the use of military force but expected the administration to respect the 60-day deadline.
"At the end of the day, the law is the law, and we should follow it," Tillis said.
The 1973 law bars presidents from ordering U.S. forces into hostilities without congressional authorization unless the country or its troops are attacked.
Other Republicans have downplayed the looming deadline.
Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-South Carolina) has said he believes the war powers law is unconstitutional. Sen. Ron Johnson (R-Wisconsin) said Trump should not allow it to restrict him from removing the Iranian regime from power.
"Once we made the tough decision to do this, to stir this hornet's nest, you'd better finish the job," Johnson told reporters. "I don't want to leave a regime in place that still wants to create nuclear weapons, to keep producing missiles, to keep producing drones."
Senate Democrats have also brushed aside the 60-day deadline, arguing that Trump started the war illegally, so the deadline means little.
"If we allow this as a Congress, this is the new standard," Sen. Cory Booker (D-New Jersey) told reporters. "Donald Trump can wage war on Cuba next for 30, 60 days before having to consult Congress."
Senate Minority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) echoed those concerns.
"We don't need 60 days to know this war is a mistake," Schumer said in a statement. "Every day more means more risk, more chaos and billions spent on a failed war."
Oona Hathaway, a professor of international law at Yale who served as a special counsel to the Defense Department during the Obama administration, said the 60-day deadline would still apply even if Trump started the war illegally.
The 60-day threshold, Hathaway wrote in an email, "is meaningful in that it makes exceedingly clear to anyone who is wondering that the President is prepared to ignore the law altogether."
The Trump administration argued last year that it was not bound by the threshold during its campaign against alleged drug traffickers in the waters off Latin America, telling Congress in private that it did not believe the strikes rose to the level of hostilities governed under the law, The Washington Post reported.
Rebecca Ingber, a senior State Department legal adviser during the Biden administration, said the same case was nearly impossible to make with the current operation.
"There is no plausible argument that the U.S. is not engaged in hostilities in Iran," she said.
The White House has not said whether Trump would seek a 30-day extension.
"The President's preference is always diplomacy, and Iran is desperate to make a deal -- but they first must renounce their desire for a nuclear weapon and agree to redlines articulated by the United States," Anna Kelly, a White House spokeswoman, said in a statement.
Trump would not be the first president to be undeterred by the 60-day deadline.
President Barack Obama did not seek authorization from Congress before ordering strikes on Libya in 2011, which continued beyond the 60-day threshold. (Hathaway warned at the time that Obama's failure to comply with the law would condemn it "to a quiet death by a president who had solemnly pledged, on the campaign trail, to put an end to indiscriminate warmaking.")
Neither did President Bill Clinton when he ordered the bombing of Kosovo in 1999, though his administration argued that Congress implicitly authorized the strikes because it passed legislation to fund them within 60 days of the start of the campaign.
Sen. Josh Hawley (R-Missouri) said he hoped that the ceasefire -- which is set to expire next week -- is still in force once the 60-day deadline arrives.
"We're not engaged in hostilities now," Hawley told reporters. "I would hope that we would not be then and that there'd be a resolution to this by then."
Scott Clement contributed to this report.
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White House
White House touts refunds, as most Americans say taxes are too high
The president hopes voters will focus on the benefit of "No Tax on Tips" and other breaks, but economists say higher gas prices will negate most of those benefits.

President Donald Trump holds McDonald's bags outside the Oval Office. (Jonathan Ernst/Reuters)


By Cat Zakrzewski | 2026-04-15
As the war in Iran drives a surge in gas prices and shakes financial markets, President Donald Trump is leveraging his reality TV experience in an effort to shift public attention to new tax breaks that will send larger refunds to some Americans.
On Monday, Trump received a McDonald's delivery at the Oval Office from a worker wearing a "DoorDash Grandma" T-shirt, who said she saved $11,000 because of a Republican-backed law that allows Americans to temporarily deduct income from some tips from their federal taxes. On Thursday, he is scheduled to fly to Las Vegas, the swing-state city with lots of hospitality workers who stand to benefit from the policy.
Ahead of the Wednesday tax deadline, the White House also released a Pixar-style animated video celebrating the tips that gig workers will save, culminating in a cartoon version of the president hugging a pizza delivery worker.
"You go the extra mile for your customers, now your tax return goes the extra mile for you," the video says, after showing the delivery driver holding a receipt that says "You keep 100%!" signed by Trump in Sharpie.
Republicans are positioning last year's tax and spending-cut bill as their answer to rising concerns about affordability. But the Iran war has largely overshadowed the White House's efforts to project greater empathy for Americans' financial challenges. And rising gas prices threaten to wipe out the higher tax refunds that the average household will receive from the new tax law, economists say. Multiple polls also show that most Americans still think their taxes are too high.
The result puts the Trump administration in a position that would be familiar to veterans of the previous administration -- struggling to convince Americans that their economic conditions are better than they feel. Former president Joe Biden's aides spent much of his administration fruitlessly trying to make a similar case as voters soured on rising prices.
Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent and Kelly Loeffler, the administrator of the Small Business Administration, appeared at Wednesday's briefing to tout the tax refunds. Bessent joked he was the "most popular cabinet secretary" in Washington because waiters and waitresses frequently thank him for the "No Tax on Tips" policy. When asked about the economic pain caused by rising gas prices, Bessent said the pain would be temporary.
"The message is the short-term volatility for long-term gain," he said.
Republicans have signaled the tax refunds will be central to their midterm campaign messages as the party looks to protect its narrow majority in Congress. The National Republican Congressional Committee on Tuesday launched ads targeting Democrats who voted against the law that included the tax cuts -- the massive tax and spending package Congress approved last summer known as the One Big Beautiful Bill.
"This Tax Day, remember who made it worse," said the narrator in the ads.
Meanwhile, Democrats are seeking to keep the public focused on the inflationary impact of the Trump administration's policies.
"No amount of political Tax Day spin will change the reality that hardworking families are getting more and more pissed at House Republicans for jacking up the price of gas, groceries, and health care while billionaires get to cash in on massive tax breaks," Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee spokesman Viet Shelton said in a statement.
Tax experts have warned that the cuts created by the Republican-backed bill will be experienced unevenly across the economy. The bill increased the standard deduction and introduced targeted tax cuts for some parents, senior citizens and those who earn tips and overtime pay.
The law also raised the threshold for deducting state and local taxes from federal income, which stands to benefit higher-income Americans who pay more than $10,000 in state and local tax bills. The law also cut some programs used by low-income households, including Medicaid, health insurance subsidies under the Affordable Care Act and the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, also known as food stamps.
Stanford economists estimate that the average American household will spend an additional $776 this year from higher gas prices. According to the IRS, the average refund for the nearly 100 million households that had already filed returns as of April 3 was $3,462, which is $346 more than last year's average for early filers. The nonpartisan Tax Foundation estimates the returns could be up to $748 larger than last year by the end of tax season.
The war in Iran has interrupted tanker traffic in the Strait of Hormuz, a critical oil chokepoint, pushing up oil prices. Trump has suggested that gas prices will quickly fall once the conflict ends, but the researchers warned that gas prices probably will remain elevated for weeks or months after the strait reopens, because it will take time for production to ramp back up.
The Stanford estimate does not include the increased prices that Americans will pay indirectly because of higher gas prices, including higher costs for groceries and higher airfare, said Neale Mahoney, a Stanford University economist. Many of the workers who benefit from "No Tax on Tips," including drivers for DoorDash and Uber, are also more exposed than the average American household to rising gas prices because their work relies on driving.
"The administration's effort to pivot toward affordability has been undercut by the foreign policy decisions in ways that are creating clear messaging issues for the administration and real difficulties for households that are struggling to get by," Mahoney said.
Only 38 percent of Americans approved of the way Trump was handling his job as president, according to an April poll from the Economist and YouGov. In the same survey, 59 percent said they felt the economy was getting worse, and 38 percent said they were worse off financially than they were a year ago.
Despite a rise in the average refund this year, most voters still think their taxes are too high. In a new Fox News poll, 70 percent of voters say their taxes are too high. Despite Trump's tax cuts, that figure represented a record high, surpassing a previous high of 64 percent in March 2024. A Gallup poll found that 59 percent of Americans say their taxes are too high, a rise from the average since the 2001 tax cuts were enacted. The levels remain lower than in the 1990s and 1970s.
The White House said in a statement that the elimination of taxes on tips, overtime and Social Security will benefit "working-class Americans."
"President Trump has always been clear about temporary disruptions as a result of Operation Epic Fury, but the President's proven agenda of tax cuts, deregulation, and energy abundance delivered historic job, wage, and economic growth in his first term, and it's again laying groundwork to repeat the success in his second term," White House spokesman Kush Desai said in a statement.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2026/04/15/trump-tax-refunds-economic-malaise/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



National Security
Trump says China has agreed not to send weapons to Iran
The president made the claim, which Beijing has yet to confirm, amid anger in China that its vessels could be caught up in a U.S. blockade targeting Iranian ports.

A screen in a Beijing mall shows news coverage of a meeting between President Donald Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping in South Korea in October. (Adek Berry/AFP/Getty Images)


By Cate Cadell | 2026-04-15
President Donald Trump said Wednesday that China has agreed not to send arms to Iran and is "very happy" with U.S. efforts to reopen the Strait of Hormuz.
The claim was made as Washington and Beijing seek to maintain a detente ahead of high-stakes talks between Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping. The long-contentious relationship between the two countries has been tested further by U.S. accusations that China is covertly aiding Iran militarily and anger in Beijing that its vessels could be swept up in Trump's push to choke off traffic to Iranian ports amid halting talks over the war.
The two leaders are expected to meet in Beijing next month -- a precise date is not yet confirmed -- after a planned March visit was postponed because of the intensifying conflict in Iran -- a crisis that has put Beijing, a key partner of Tehran, on a cautious footing.
"China is very happy that I am permanently opening the Strait of Hormuz. I am doing it for them, also -- the World," Trump said in a Truth Social post. "They have agreed not to send weapons to Iran. President Xi will give me a big, fat hug when I get there in a few weeks. We are working together smartly."
The Chinese Embassy in Washington declined to comment on Trump's Truth Social post but said Beijing holds an "objective and impartial" stance on the conflict. "China always acts prudently and responsibly on the export of military products, and exercises strict control in accordance with China's laws," spokesman Liu Pengyu said.
Chinese officials were infuriated by Trump's blockade of ships leaving and entering Iranian ports, which began Monday, and sought clarity from the White House, according to a Chinese official familiar with the matter, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the discussions. China is Iran's biggest purchaser of oil, and a credible threat to Chinese ships would almost certainly derail the upcoming talks, the official said.
"It is a dangerous and irresponsible move. China believes that only a complete ceasefire can fundamentally create conditions for easing the situation," Guo Jiakun, a spokesman for the Chinese Foreign Ministry, said Monday.
Trump's announcement is likely to ease some of Beijing's concerns, analysts say. "What they see in the Trump statement today is he's totally committed and he's eager to come to Beijing," said Dennis Wilder, a senior fellow at the Georgetown University School of Foreign Service and former CIA deputy assistant director for East Asia and the Pacific.
One Chinese-owned vessel, the Malawi-flagged Rich Starry -- which is blacklisted by the Treasury Department for allegedly helping Tehran evade sanctions -- appeared to transit the Strait of Hormuz on Tuesday before abruptly reversing course and stopping roughly five miles off Iran's Qeshm Island, according to ship tracking data from the maritime intelligence firm Kpler.
U.S. Central Command, which oversees American military operations in the Middle East, has said that the blockade will be enforced against all vessels leaving or arriving at Iranian ports or coastal areas. Tracking data does not indicate that the Rich Starry left an Iranian port after the blockade was enforced. Before entering the strait, the tanker had departed the United Arab Emirates and listed its destination as China.
Beijing has sought to distance itself from direct involvement in the conflict, but it has a long history of supporting Iran's military and has faced accusations that it is covertly supplying intelligence and limited weaponry to the regime.
U.S. officials said they had intelligence suggesting that China was preparing to deliver air defense systems to Iran in the coming weeks, including shoulder-fired antiair missiles known as MANPADS. The current status of the potential shipments, first reported by CNN, is unclear. The officials spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss intelligence matters.
Private Chinese firms with links to China's military also have marketed data intelligence products targeting U.S. movements throughout the war, while Beijing has walked a fine diplomatic line -- calling for an immediate ceasefire but cautioning that the deal should be fair to Iran.
If Beijing did offer assurances to the White House that it would not arm Tehran, it would amount to little more than a restatement of its denials since the war began -- and analysts say any such pledge should be viewed with caution.
"They're just not credible. ... Look at the denials on Russia. They've been caught red-handed, and yet they continue to say, 'We've not done anything,'" said Wilder, alluding to accusations that China has aided the Kremlin in its war in Ukraine.
China did issue a last-minute appeal last week urging Iran to accept the ceasefire agreement, but it has stopped short of more direct involvement in talks, despite maintaining rapid-fire diplomatic coordination with Tehran, regional allies and European countries.
This week, Xi met with Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Sheikh Khaled bin Mohamed al-Nahyan, and the two sides unveiled a four-point proposal to promote stability in the Middle East, calling for adherence to international law and respect for national sovereignty. The move follows a five-point proposal released by China and Pakistan, a key player in the peace talks, that called for an immediate ceasefire, protection of shipping lanes and a halt to the fighting.
Trump's announcement coincides with a notably warmer tone toward China -- a sharp shift from last year's tit-for-tat tariff war, when U.S. duties on Chinese goods briefly climbed as high as 145 percent -- and a marked departure from the tensions that defined his first term, when disputes over trade and the covid pandemic roiled relations.
Now, as Washington pivots to fast-moving crises in the Middle East and Venezuela, the administration has largely sidelined those disputes in favor of a more conciliatory approach to Beijing.
"We are working together smartly, and very well! Doesn't that beat fighting??? BUT REMEMBER, we are very good at fighting, if we have to," Trump said in the Truth Social post.
Imogen Piper and Warren P. Strobel contributed to this report
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Health
Top CDC director pick Erica Schwartz tests White House political balancing act
Schwartz would be Trump's third nominee to lead the agency. The administration is also said to be looking at three other people to serve in senior roles supporting her.

Rear Admiral Erica G. Schwartz served as deputy surgeon general under Trump's first administration. (Health and Human Services)


By Dan Diamond, Lena H. Sun | 2026-04-15
Erica Schwartz, a deputy U.S. surgeon general during President Donald Trump's first term, is the White House's leading contender to lead the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, according to three people who spoke on the condition of anonymity to talk about the planned selection.
The potential pick of Schwartz would be the latest attempt to fill a post that has sat largely vacant during Trump's second term amid political tensions over vaccines and the agency's role. She left government in January 2021 after the incoming Biden administration told her that she would not be selected to serve as acting U.S. surgeon general.
The selection of Schwartz, a longtime Navy officer and a retired rear admiral in the Commissioned Corps of the U.S. Public Health Service, would mark the third time the administration has tried to put a permanent director in place at the nation's leading public health agency -- an unusually turbulent stretch for an institution responsible for tracking outbreaks, guiding vaccine policy and responding to public health emergencies. The CDC has been without a permanent director for all but 29 days since Trump took office in January 2025.
The people cautioned that the selection is not final and that Trump could still opt for another candidate.
The White House did not immediately respond to questions about Schwartz. If formally nominated, she would need to be confirmed by the Senate to serve in the role. Schwartz holds a medical degree from Brown University and a law degree from the University of Maryland.
The Trump administration is also considering three other people to serve in senior roles supporting Schwartz, pending Trump's approval, according to the people with knowledge of the planned picks. Sean Slovenski, a former Walmart executive, is the planned pick to serve in a chief operating officer role, and Jennifer Shuford, an infectious-disease physician who is Texas's health commissioner, would serve in a senior medical role. Sara Brenner, a senior Food and Drug Administration official, would also move over to the CDC.
Schwartz, Slovenski, Shuford and Brenner did not immediately respond to questions sent to email addresses and phone numbers associated with them.
Chris Klomp, the chief counselor of the Department of Health and Human Services, presented the four names to the White House as a potential team to help revamp the public health agency. The White House tapped Klomp in February to help stabilize operations across the health agencies after a string of controversies and staffing miscues.
The administration's first choice to run the CDC, Dave Weldon, a former U.S. congressman from Florida aligned with Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. who had questioned vaccine safety, was withdrawn in March 2025 after Republican senators signaled he would not be confirmed.
Officials then turned to Susan Monarez, a scientist already serving as acting CDC director. But she was dismissed in August, less than a month after her confirmation, amid clashes with Kennedy over his plans to reshape vaccine policy.
The planned selection of Schwartz and her potential colleagues comes as administration officials try to avoid a repeat of those missteps and navigate a political landscape in which Kennedy and his allies have pushed aggressively to overhaul long-standing vaccine practices.
Schwartz "is outstanding in every way," said Brett Giroir, who served as assistant secretary of health during the first Trump administration and worked closely with Schwartz during the nation's coronavirus response. He said Schwartz helped navigate difficult moments, such as when the Trump administration began to set up drive-through testing sites and needed someone to legally serve as the physician ordering those tests -- a responsibility she volunteered for.
"Rear Admiral Schwartz became the physician responsible for ordering millions of tests across the country -- undoubtedly the highest number of tests ordered by any single physician in the United States, if not the world," Giroir wrote in his book, "Memoir of a Pandemic."
Administration officials have faced competing pressures in seeking a leader to helm the CDC. They have been trying to weigh finding a nominee acceptable to Kennedy and his allies, many of whom are deeply skeptical of vaccines, while also choosing someone who can win Senate confirmation and stabilize a shaken workforce. Officials are wary of further unnerving voters alarmed by the way Kennedy has upended the childhood immunization schedule and reshaped vaccine policy. Polling has shown that vaccines could be a GOP liability in this year's midterm elections.
While officials have searched for a permanent leader for the CDC, National Institutes of Health Director Jay Bhattacharya has been overseeing the Atlanta-based agency, an unusual arrangement where one official has been managing two of the federal government's largest public health agencies.
Whoever ultimately leads the CDC will need to navigate ongoing legal battles over Kennedy's changes to national vaccine policy, confront a mounting measles outbreak and rebuild a workforce that current and former officials say has been deeply shaken by months of upheaval and political pressure.
Rachel Roubein contributed to this report.
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D.C., Md. & Va.
Ex-Virginia Lt. Gov. Justin Fairfax and wife found dead in murder-suicide, police say
Fairfax was a favorite for Virginia governor in 2021 before his campaign imploded over sexual abuse allegations. The couple's teenage son called 911, officials said.

Lt. Gov. Justin Fairfax and his wife, Cerina, at the inauguration of Gov. Ralph Northam in Richmond in 2018. (Kevin Morley/AP)


By Joe Heim, Juan Benn Jr., Gregory S. Schneider | 2026-04-16
Former Virginia lieutenant governor Justin Fairfax and his wife, Cerina, were found dead by Fairfax County police in their Annandale home early Thursday morning in what police say was an apparent murder-suicide.
"Former Virginia Lieutenant Governor Justin Fairfax shot and killed his wife inside of their home and then shot and killed himself," Fairfax County Police Chief Kevin Davis said at a news conference Thursday morning outside the couple's home in the Annandale area of Fairfax. "This has been an ongoing domestic dispute surrounding what seems to be a complicated or messy divorce."
Davis said that Fairfax, 47, was recently served paperwork related to an upcoming court proceeding. The couple, he said, were separated but living together. They married in 2006.
Both of the couple's children, a teenage boy and girl, were at home when the shooting occurred, Davis said. According to Davis, Fairfax shot his wife several times in the basement and then ran upstairs to a bedroom, where he shot and killed himself. The couple's son called 911, he said.
In January, Davis said, Justin Fairfax called police and reported that he had been assaulted by his wife. Police responded and determined that no assault had occurred.
Fairfax, a Democrat, was elected to Virginia's second-highest office in 2017, becoming the second African American elected statewide in Virginia. He served with former governor Ralph Northam and was once a favorite to become the state's governor.
"Pam and I are devastated by this heartbreaking news. I had the privilege of getting to know the Fairfaxes while our families served together," Northam said in the statement Thursday morning.
In 2019, Fairfax faced sexual assault allegations dating to 2000 and 2004. He denied the accusations, but they upended his 2021 campaign for governor. In the Democratic primary that year, Fairfax came in fourth, with just over 17,600 votes.
This is a developing story and will be updated.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: Highs near record levels again today, then a little less hot Friday
It'll stay well above normal for temperatures through Saturday. Cooler weather arrives thereafter. 

Colorful dawn skies on Wednesday. (Jeanne Stuart McVey/Flickr)


By Ian Livingston | 2026-04-16
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: More records possible again today with highs of 90 and above most spots. Lots of sunshine, too.
What's next? A weak front drifts in from the north tonight. Perhaps a shower late, into early Friday, then a little cooler with low to mid-80s tomorrow. Warmer again Saturday, then a sustained cooler spell arrives Sunday.

(WeatherBell, adapted by CWG) 


The 90-degree weather we're experiencing right now is far from permanent. A strong cold front barreling through the area on Sunday will bring a sharp drop in temperatures and another dose of weather whiplash. "Temperatures will either hold steady in the 50s or fall over the course of the day," the National Weather Service writes. Snow showers are a possibility in the mountains by Sunday night.
Highs will probably hold in the 50s again on Monday, and will feel colder with winds gusting to 20 to 30 mph.
The coldest weather early next week will probably occur Monday night. "There could be frost and/or freeze concerns ... if winds go calm," the Weather Service writes. Those concerns would probably be mainly outside the Beltway.
As we have noted in previous updates, the last frost in our colder areas often holds off until late April or early May, and it's best to hold off on any new plantings until around Mother's Day.
Temperatures will moderate toward the middle of next week but may lean a tick below normal through the end of April.
Today's daily digit -- 5/10: Too hot -- again. At least it's not super humid? | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-to-10 scale.
Forecast in detail
Today (Thursday): A lot like yesterday. Mostly to partly sunny skies and hot. Highs end up within a few degrees of 90, with many spots at or above. Records for the date include 92 for D.C. and 91 at Dulles International Airport. Winds blow out of the southwest around 10 mph. There' also an elevated wildfire threat, so use extra caution with disposal of cigarettes and similar. Confidence: Medium-High
Tonight: Partly cloudy with a slight chance of a shower after midnight. Lows are mainly in the mid- and upper 60s. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow (Friday): It's a little bit cooler, with a light wind out of the north. There's a small chance of a morning shower. Otherwise, highs reach the low and mid-80s under partial sun. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: Lows range from around 60 to as mild as the mid-60s. Confidence: Medium-High
A look ahead
Another toasty one on Saturday out ahead of a cold front working this way from the west. Back up a bit with temperatures, or mainly mid- and upper 80s. Confidence: Medium
Finally, cooler on Sunday. The cold front passes early and sends readings tumbling. Because it seems to pass in the morning, we may get only into the 60s for highs. Some showers are possible, but it's looking less damp than it once did. Confidence: Medium
Even cooler Monday despite sun. Highs mainly in the 50s. Numbers will climb a bit each day into midweek, but no new rounds of unusual heat are on the horizon. Confidence: Medium
On this date in 2018, 1.88 inches of rain fell, after 0.13 inches fell the previous day, for a storm total of 2.01 inches. Some areas received more than 3 inches as an intense line of thunderstorms swept through. The heavy rain caused flooding, forcing the closure of commuter routes. It was one of 21 days that year, the wettest on record, in which over an inch of rain fell.
Here are other notables from this day:
	Average high: 68
	Average low: 49
	Record high: 92 (2002)
	Record low: 29 (1928)
	Record precipitation: 2.09 inches (1928)
	Record snowfall: Trace (1988)

Jason Samenow contributed to this report.
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Capital Weather Gang
CWG Live: Record highs set today, possible again Thursday; warm through Saturday 
Highs head for near to above 90 today and tomorrow.

Colorful clouds at sunrise on Sunday at Burke Lake Park in Fairfax Station, Virginia. (Brian Paeth/Flickr)


By Dan Stillman, Ian Livingston | 2026-04-15
Welcome to cwg.live, updated around-the-clock by Capital Weather Gang meteorologists.
Happening now: Slowly dipping through the 80s until an hour or two after sunset. Overnight lows are probably in the record warm mid-60s to near 70. 
What's next? About the same tomorrow, then a bit less hot Friday, but still warm with highs in the 80s and a few showers possible. The heat hangs on Saturday before Sunday transitions cooler.
Record highs were set across the region with many spots topping 90 this afternoon. 
The new records include D.C. at 90, Dulles Airport with 91 and Baltimore at 91. It's the fourth record high this year for Washington. 
Lows tonight will be more typical of average highs for the time of year and will probably set records as well. For D.C., the mark to stay at or above is 65 (2017) and at Dulles it is 63 (2017). 
It's the hottest day of the year so far with temperatures right around 90 in much of the area.

(Ian Livingston/The Washington Post; NOAA)


The highs through 2 p.m. include 89 for D.C., 89 at Dulles and 90 for Baltimore. D.C. has tied a record for the date, while the other locations have established new ones.
Today is the 10th day with a high of 80 or higher in D.C., which is the second most on record to date behind 11 in 1945. The average through now is about three such days.
The official D.C. observation location at Reagan National Airport is battling a cooler Potomac River, keeping its temperature somewhat moderated. Should it hit 90 degrees, it will be the earliest since April 10, 2013.
Forecast in detail
Tonight: Partly cloudy and warm with lows in the 60s to near 70. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow (Thursday): Mostly sunny again as highs head for the upper 80s to low 90s. Humidity remains barely noticeable. The record highs in jeopardy are 92 at Reagan National and 91 at Dulles airports. Confidence: High
Tomorrow night: Partly to mostly cloudy with a stray shower possible. Lows once again only dip to the 60s to near 70. Confidence: Medium-High
A look ahead
Partly cloudy Friday with a few scattered showers or a thunderstorm possible. It's less hot, but still very warm with highs mainly in the low to mid-80s. A little cooler Friday night with lows in the upper 50s to mid-60s. Confidence: Medium
The heat hangs on for one more day Saturday as highs aim for the 80s to near 90 with plenty of sun. Maybe a shower Saturday night with lows in the 60s. Confidence: Medium-High
Sunday is our transition day as a cold front comes through, possibly with some showers. It's also a tricky temperature forecast. A slower front could allow highs to reach the 70s, while a faster front could limit temperatures to the 60s and drop them into the 50s during the day. Confidence: Low
Next week, Monday and Tuesday temperatures should swing to below average, cooling off to highs in the 60s, maybe only the 50s in cooler spots. There are signs of a midweek warming trend.
Today's daily digit -- 6/10: Record-challenging warmth in April isn't as gross as extreme midsummer heat, but it still feels kind of weird. | ? Your call?
The digit is a somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a 0-10 scale.
On this date in 2007, a calendar-day record 2.41 inches of rain fell. "Rain, wind and unseasonably cold conditions will offer little motivation to be outside," wrote CapitalWeather.com, the predecessor to the Capital Weather Gang. In the wake of the storm, a high-wind warning was issued as gusts reached 50 to 60 mph the next day, cutting power and canceling flights.
Here are other notables from this day:
	Average high: 68.
	Average low: 48.
	Record high: 89 (1941).
	Record low: 28 (1904).
	Record precipitation: 2.41 inches (2007).
	Record snowfall: 0.2 inches (1923).

Jason Samenow contributed to this report.
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Obituaries
Kevin Klose, who reported behind the Iron Curtain and led NPR, dies at 85
After 25 years at The Washington Post, he became a top executive in public broadcasting, helping secure a historic $200 million donation for NPR.

Kevin Klose, the president and chief executive of NPR, at a launch party for the broadcaster's new show "Day to Day" in 2003. (Vince Bucci/Getty Images)


By Scott Nover | 2026-04-15
Kevin Klose, a longtime Washington Post journalist who reported from behind the Iron Curtain and later turned to public broadcasting, helping lead NPR into a new era of financial independence while serving for about a decade as the organization's president and CEO, died Wednesday at a memory care center in D.C. He was 85.
The cause was complications from Alzheimer's disease, said his wife, Deborah Ashford.
Beginning in 1967, Mr. Klose spent a quarter-century as a reporter and editor at The Post, including a stint covering Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev as the paper's bureau chief in Moscow. He was "a gentleman journalist of the old school, literate and worldly," said University of Maryland journalism professor Mark Feldstein, and later drew on his newsroom experience while establishing himself as a top radio executive.
As president of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty in the 1990s, Mr. Klose oversaw the state-funded broadcaster's relocation from Munich to Prague -- a post-Cold War move rife with symbolism for the organization, which had long broadcast news into communist and authoritarian societies.
Later, as president of NPR from 1998 to 2008, he played a central role in securing the largest donation in public broadcasting history. The 2003 gift, a bequest of more than $200 million from Joan B. Kroc, the widow of McDonald's executive Ray Kroc, went into NPR's endowment, transforming the organization's fortunes while helping to accelerate its growth and insulate the broadcaster from the whims of Washington politicians.
The endowment has proved critical in recent years, softening the impact of President Donald Trump's campaign to strip public media of federal funds. In May 2025, Trump signed an executive order instructing federal agencies to stop funding NPR and PBS because of a perceived left-wing bias in their news coverage. Congress later voted to rescind more than $1 billion in funding for the now-shuttered Corporation for Public Broadcasting, which steered federal money to public media outlets including NPR.

Mr. Klose, right, toasts 20 years of "Morning Edition" with staffers Bob Edwards, Carl Kasell and Ellen McDonnell during a 1999 event at the Newseum. (Juana Arias/The Washington Post)


"The reason Trump couldn't get NPR the way he wanted to was Mrs. Kroc's money," said Robert G. Kaiser, a former managing editor at The Post who preceded Mr. Klose in Moscow.
Antoine van Agtmael, who chaired the NPR Foundation while Mr. Klose was president of the broadcaster, called the Kroc bequest "the single most important event in the history of NPR, besides starting 'All Things Considered' and 'Morning Edition,'" two of its flagship news programs.
"Without it," he added, "we would have been toast."
When Mr. Klose joined NPR, his record as a fundraiser was virtually nonexistent. But he proved to be a natural in courting Joan Kroc, who first sat down with Mr. Klose about a year before her death in 2003.
John Herrmann, another former NPR Foundation chair, recalled that after receiving an initial call from Kroc's representatives, Mr. Klose met her multiple times, though he never expected a gift anywhere close to the seismic sum she ended up donating. When word arrived that NPR had been remembered in Kroc's will, Mr. Klose gathered a small group of executives, who each guessed what the bequest might be. Estimates topped out around $50,000.
"Nobody sitting around that table had millions of dollars in their bet," Herrmann said.
Margaret Low, an NPR vice president at the time, said Mr. Klose had won Kroc over through his repeated visits. To make the case for the organization, he had tasked Low with assembling an audiotape capturing NPR's essence -- without telling her what it was really for. The tape opened with journalist Robert Siegel reporting from the streets of New York on 9/11, and closed with a burst of on-air laughter from comedian Phyllis Diller.
"It expressed, in a quite beautiful way, the depth and range of what NPR does -- from covering the most pressing issues of the moment to pure, unadulterated joy and delight and humanity," Low recalled.
Part of the bequest was used to launch a fellowship program, named in Kroc's honor, and to hire a cohort of beat reporters who deepened NPR's newsgathering for years to come. "The list of people who have come to NPR thanks to the Kroc fellowships is breathtaking," Low said. "It really fueled the future of NPR."
By the time Mr. Klose stepped down as the organization's CEO in 2006 (he stayed on as president for two more years), NPR's annual budget had more than doubled, to $167 million. Its listenership had doubled as well, to some 26 million a week.

Mr. Klose at a 2003 conference on journalism at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. (Paul Sancya/AP)


The third of six children, Kevin Klose was born in Toronto on Sept. 1, 1940. His father, Willard "Woody" Klose, was an American advertising executive, and his mother, the former Virginia Taylor, wrote for women's magazines including McCall's and Ladies' Home Journal. Together, his parents collaborated in writing and producing radio shows, including a nationally broadcast call-in show, "Red Hook 31," they hosted at their farmhouse in Red Hook, New York.
Mr. Klose's career in journalism seemed almost preordained. His maternal grandfather, Frank W. Taylor, was the managing editor of the St. Louis Star-Times, and had made headlines in 1935 by nabbing a rare interview with Benito Mussolini at the Italian dictator's residence in Rome.
But as Mr. Klose told it, he turned toward journalism by chance, after one of his college roommates at Harvard asked if he might be able to help his father with a favor: conducting an interview and typing up a manuscript for a book.
"I raised my hand, changing my life," Mr. Klose recalled in a 2022 essay for his Harvard class reunion.
The interview was with Sala Pawlowicz, a Holocaust survivor from Poland who published an account of her wartime experience in the 1962 memoir "I Will Survive." Mr. Klose, who graduated with an English degree that same year, was credited as her co-writer.
"I spent many hours interviewing Sala, reviewing my notes, spending many additional hours exploring in vivid memory every detail of the hideous dangers that threatened her and her family through the Holocaust years," he recalled.
The experience informed his writing career, he added, "and opened my eyes to human suffering and the inspiring capacity of some to endure unimaginable atrocities and yet retain their humanity."
After serving in the Navy, Mr. Klose launched his reporting career at the Poughkeepsie Journal in New York, covering city hall and county government.
At The Post, he edited local coverage out of Virginia, Maryland and Washington before becoming Moscow correspondent in 1977. Mr. Klose went on to interview Soviet dissidents, including Nobel Peace Prize winner Andrei Sakharov, during a four-year stint marked by suspicion, eavesdropping and occasional harassment.
"One is never secure from the prying, interfering presence of the state; and a conscientious correspondent can never forget that Soviet sources must always be protected," he wrote in 1986, looking back on his years in Russia. "The safest, most comfortable place for routine conversations is often during walks through Moscow's parks. Routine calls to Soviet friends are made from pay phones several blocks outside the compound. The names of Moscovite friends are never mentioned at home -- by any family member or to any guest."
Returning stateside, Mr. Klose published a book, "Russia and the Russians," about his time overseas. He was later The Post's Midwest bureau chief and deputy national editor, and worked as an assistant editor in the Outlook section before leaving in 1992 to join Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty.
After leaving NPR, Mr. Klose had a second stint at the helm of RFE/RL, leading the broadcaster from 2013 to 2014. He also served for several years as the dean of the University of Maryland's Philip Merrill College of Journalism, where he said he aimed to help students prepare for a media career at a time when technology was transforming the industry, but when journalism's fundamental tenets remained unchanged.
"There's still going to be, and always will be, a need for edited, fact-checked, archived, verifiable journalism," he told The Post in 2009.
His first marriage, to Eliza Kellogg, ended in divorce. In 2013, he married his longtime partner Deborah Ashford, now a senior counsel emeritus at the law firm Hogan Lovells.
In addition to his wife, survivors include three children from his first marriage, Nina, Brennan and Chandler Klose; four stepdaughters, Jesseca, Sarah, Lilli and Rebecca Salky; two brothers and two sisters; 13 grandchildren; and four great-grandchildren.
Reflecting on his career in his 2022 Harvard essay, Mr. Klose returned to what he considered the profound stakes of his work. "Our democracy is at risk and fact-based journalism has never been more important," he wrote. "Each of us must do all we can to preserve both good journalism and our sacred democracy."
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Business
In this U.S. hot spot for data centers, voters have turned against them
Findings from a new Washington Post-Schar School poll come as Prince William County on Tuesday abandoned plans for one of the country's biggest and most controversial data center projects.

On what was previously farmland, Amazon data centers have been built as close as 50 feet from residential houses in the Loudoun Meadows neighborhood in Aldie, Virginia. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)


By Evan Halper, Scott Clement, Omari Daniels, Isabelle Gibson | 2026-04-15
Voters in Virginia, a global hub for the hulking warehouses of computers known as data centers, have turned sharply against the facilities after previously welcoming them, a Washington Post-Schar School poll has found.
The share of Virginian voters who would be comfortable with construction of a new data center in their community has plunged to 35 percent, according to the Post-Schar School poll conducted late last month, as worries mount in the state and across the nation that the projects are a scourge on the environment and household utility bills.
In a sign of the growing resistance, Prince William County on Tuesday abandoned plans for one of the country's biggest and most controversial data center projects: a 1,700-acre campus on the edge of Manassas National Battlefield Park that would have hosted as many as 37 of the compute warehouses. The county board of supervisors dropped a years-long legal effort to defend zoning changes that would have allowed it to proceed.
Data centers enjoyed bipartisan support from Virginians as recently as 2023, but that has flipped to dismay throughout the state, including in regions that are far from the dense cluster of hundreds of facilities outside Washington known as "Data Center Alley."
The poll shows a striking drop since the same question was asked in 2023, when 69 percent of voters said they would be comfortable with a new data center in their community.
That shift suggests Virginians now consider data centers almost as undesirable as nuclear power plants, which a 2023 Post-University of Maryland poll found just 33 percent of voters nationwide would be very or somewhat comfortable seeing built in their community.
Similar disillusionment has taken hold across the country. Nationwide, 62 percent of Americans say the cost of data centers outweighs the benefits, according to a Marquette Law School poll conducted in January.
Virginia voters have also soured on tax breaks for data centers that create at least 1,000 jobs. In the 2023 Post-Schar School poll, they were favored by 61 percent of voters, but the new poll found that 37 percent now support them.
In a separate question, the poll found that 26 percent of Virginia voters support continuing the sales-tax exemption for data centers that meet investment requirements, while 67 percent want to end those incentives. State lawmakers are weighing whether to gut the incentives.
The new poll results underscore the intensity of public frustration with Silicon Valley's plan for a boom in construction in Virginia and nationwide. The tech industry's insistence that it must rapidly construct power-hungry data centers to compete in artificial intelligence innovation has created a major political hazard for elected officials, especially at the local level where the projects receive approval.
"Lots of people are making money on these institutions," Charlottesville retiree Sylvia Whitt, 78, said of data centers. "Not Virginians who pay for it and who are going to be paying through the nose through water, electricity and degradation of the environment."
"I like the internet as much as anybody, but we've got to go on an internet diet," she said. "We don't need to pay for corporations to do their internet stuff."
Whitt described herself as a "bleeding-heart" liberal. But she has similar views on data centers to Mark Lauzier, a 64-year-old government worker from the Leesburg area who identifies as Christian conservative.
"It is just crazy what is going on," he said of the boom in data center construction. "It is driven by money and greed, and it is diminishing our quality of life."
Virginians widely share those concerns about costs to the environment and the power grid, according to the Post-Schar School poll. It found that 57 percent of registered voters believe data centers are having a negative impact on home energy bills, as opposed to 14 percent who say they are helping.
And 59 percent of voters said the projects are negatively affecting the local environment, as opposed to 14 percent who say the impact is positive.
"What is happening in Virginia is happening around the country," said Eric Eve, a White House aide during the Clinton era and a former vice president for global community relations at Citi who now helps corporate clients build local relationships.
"Americans are asking: Why am I supporting the evolution of something that could be so incredibly destructive without understanding how it benefits me?" Eve said. Rising energy costs and the drive by Silicon Valley firms to deploy a technology that its leaders say will automate many jobs add to the discomfort, Eve said.
The intensity of American opposition to the projects is reflected in the hundreds of proposals to rein in data centers that have rapidly emerged in Virginia and statehouses and city councils across the country. On Tuesday, legislators in Maine passed a measure that would block the creation of new data centers that draw more than 20 megawatts of power until the fall of 2027.
Project proposals that would have sailed through planning boards only a couple of years ago are now getting blocked, analysts say. Candidates are running on anti-data-center platforms in some parts of the country, and Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vermont) and Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-New York) have proposed a nationwide moratorium on the facilities.
The number of grassroots organizations fighting data centers nationwide has doubled over the past year to nearly 400, according to Data Center Watch, a tracking effort by the nonpartisan research firm 10a Labs. With 57 such groups, Virginia has more than any other state.
National organizations like the NAACP, the Sierra Club and Earthjustice have also joined the battle against data centers in a major way.
"In 2024 or 2025, if you were a developer proposing a data center project, you would factor in opposition as a possibility," said Miquel Vila, a researcher at Data Center Watch. "Now it is something you have to count on. Silicon Valley's arguments that these are a good thing are not working -- not their broader narrative, and not the more specific arguments they are using at the local level."
At least 48 data center projects were blocked or delayed across the country in 2025, according to Data Center Watch, scuttling $156 billion in planned development. That includes a $1 billion plan for a 515-acre data center campus east of Richmond that the developer shelved in August amid fierce community opposition, as well as a Fauquier County project called "Gigaland" that was bitterly fought by residents.
There were 238 state legislative proposals to place new rules on data center development nationwide last year, 40 of which were passed, according to monitoring by the government affairs firm MultiState.
The frustration is mounting in Virginia even as local leaders who championed the projects can point to an influx of revenue that has helped keep property taxes down and schools and other services well funded, a point not lost on retiree David Spahr, 63, who has lived in Ashburn for three decades.
"They certainly provide revenue to the country, so our home taxes don't go up, but the values of our houses do," he said. "It's generally positive."
Spahr's views are in the minority. Even in Loudoun County, where data centers have provided a major boost to local coffers, the Post-Schar School poll found that 51 percent of voters perceive the developments are making their tax bills worse.
"I find it surprising," said Terry Clower, a professor of public policy at the Schar School of Policy and Government at George Mason University, which co-sponsored the poll. "Anyone in Loudoun County who says they don't see a benefit from this should look at their tax bill. ... At some point there are going to be case studies of how the tech companies managed to so badly blow their messaging."
A majority of voters in Virginia agree with tech companies that the data centers are creating employment opportunities, with 56 percent saying their impact on job growth is positive. And more voters say the projects have a positive impact on the local economy than say those impacts are negative.
Yet fewer than half of Virginia voters say they help funding for county governments or local property tax rates, two of the most common arguments for their construction. In Loudoun, 51 percent say data centers have a positive impact on local government funding, but 25 percent say the same about local property tax rates, despite the county lowering property taxes by 30 percent over the past decade.
Overall, a commanding majority of Virginia voters are not comfortable with a new data center getting built in their community at a time when the industry is on a construction spree. That tension is reshaping the political landscape throughout Virginia, where Gov. Abigail Spanberger (D) is resisting calls to cut tax breaks for data centers, which the Post-Schar School poll show are unpopular with the electorate.
"You should know what you're giving up," Spanberger said in an interview with The Post. "How many fewer data centers might come to Virginia? What is the modeling for what that means in terms of impact to local revenues? What does that mean for what the state might then have to backfill to local revenues? And importantly, what's our legal exposure if we're breaking contracts?"
"Whether we're making promises to localities or to businesses or to a workforce, Virginia should be a place that keeps its commitments," she said.
Navigating the issue has become particularly challenging for Democrats, who are facing a base of voters whose views on data centers have changed dramatically in the past few years. The share of Democrats who would be comfortable with a new data center built in their community has plunged 44 percentage points since 2023, according to the poll, with 28 percent now saying they would be comfortable with it.
At the same time, the number of data center projects are booming. If there is one point on which even voters with wildly diverging views on data centers can agree, it is that the issue is not going away. Spahr remarked on how the construction spree seems endless.
"They're not stopping anytime soon," he said.
The poll was conducted by The Post and George Mason University's Schar School of Policy and Government from March 26-31 among a random sample of 1,101 registered voters in Virginia, drawn from a statewide voter database, including 160 interviews with voters in Loudoun County. Live-caller interviews reached respondents on cellphones (62 percent) and landlines (16 percent); 22 percent were reached via text message and invited to take the survey online. The overall margin of sampling error is plus or minus 3.4 percentage points.
Gregory S. Schneider contributed to this report.
Do you live near a working or proposed data center? Is it welcome or do you worry about it's effects on your community? The Washington Post wants to hear from you to help us report on data centers. Email our reporter Evan Halper at Evan.Halper@washpost.com.
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National
More young men are attending religious services regularly, poll finds
The Gallup report appears to reflect a trend observed by some religious leaders: Pockets of young Americans, especially men, are joining faith communities.

Students attend Wednesday evening Mass at the University of Maryland's Catholic Student Center on Dec. 3. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


By Daniel Wu | 2026-04-16
More young men report that they attend churches or other houses of worship at least monthly, according to a Gallup poll released Thursday, one of several indicators that group of Americans may be bucking broader trends as religiosity among most people in the United States remains at historic lows.
Forty percent of men ages 18 to 29 attend religious services monthly or more often -- around a seven percentage point increase from 2022-2023, and the highest percentage who have reported doing so since 2012-2013, the Gallup report found. Gallup surveyed 26,601 American adults on this question from 2024 to 2025, including 1,905 men younger than 30.
The study appears to reflect a trend observed by some religious leaders: Pockets of young Americans, especially men, are joining faith communities and driving increased attendance at churches and religious gatherings. Although women have historically been more religious than men, male and female attendance at houses of worship for people under 30 is now statistically tied, according to Gallup.
"We're sensing, based on the data, a change in the religious environment in this country," said Gallup senior scientist Frank Newport, an author of the report.
Not all recent surveys support the idea of a religious revival among young Americans. A December report by Pew Research Center found few shifts in church attendance or other measures of religiosity among young adults in recent years, although they echo Gallup's findings that young women have become less religious over the past decade.
A different portion of the new Gallup study, which surveyed 4,015 adults, found that 42 percent of young men say religion is important in their lives, greater than the 29 percent of young women who said the same, and a sharp increase from the 28 percent of young men who said religion is important in 2022-2023.
The proportion of young men who identify with a religious faith also has gradually increased for around nine years from a low point of 57 percent, reaching 63 percent in 2024-2025, according to a poll of 27,616 adults.
Older Americans remain more religious than their younger peers, but for respondents older than 29, all three indicators of religiosity that Gallup studies -- whether respondents identify with a religion, attend religious services and find religion important -- are sitting at or around their lowest points since 2000-2001, according to the firm.
Newport said young men appeared to be bucking a decades-long trend of women being more religious than men in the U.S. Among older age groups, more women than men still report a religious identity and regular religious attendance.
"Among this young group, that gender gap has dissolved," Newport said.
In its December report, Pew also observed that the gap in religiousness between young men and women had narrowed, but attributed that finding to declining religiousness in American women -- not an increased religiousness in men.
The increase in religiosity among young Americans is also concentrated around Republicans, according to Gallup. The proportion of Republican men and women who regularly attend religious events has increased by around 10 percentage points in the past five years. Democratic men's attendance has generally declined in that time, while Democratic women did not see a statistically significant change.
Newport said more research would be needed to see whether the report's findings become a long-term trend. But he added that there has been consensus among pollsters in recent years that religious decline in the country has stabilized.
"Headline after headline for a decade or two now has been: 'America is becoming less religious,'" Newport said. "And now I think we're seeing the consensus across organizations is that's leveled off."
"The degree to which that continues ... or we see more of an uptick across all age groups, is something we need to continue to measure going forward," he added.
Scott Clement contributed to this report.
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National
Camp Mystic should stay shut after deadly flood, parents say in emotional letters
Camp Mystic's operators hope to renew their license and reopen this summer even as state investigations are underway over alleged negligence during July's flooding.

Jennifer and Doug Getten, who lost their 9-year-old daughter, Ellen, in the July 4 flood, attend a hearing on a lawsuit against Camp Mystic in Austin on Monday. (Mikala Compton/Austin American-Statesman/AP)


By Molly Hennessy-Fiske | 2026-04-16
Families of a half-dozen of the 27 campers and counselors who died at Camp Mystic in Texas during floods last summer urged state health regulators in dramatic and detailed letters not to renew the camp's license with state investigations pending.
The letters allege that camp officials failed to prepare for flooding and other emergencies; failed to evacuate once the flooding began; and failed to notify parents of the dangerous conditions or that their daughters had been swept away in the deluge. In the days after the storm, the letters allege, camp officials failed to report the deaths of the girls and two counselors to government regulators as required by law. The letters note that Texas officials have closed state schools and treatment facilities after such "mass casualties" and "systemic failures."
While state regulators allow camps to address past violations and become licensed, the letters note, "some violations, however, cannot be cured."
Several of the families attended a three-day hearing in Austin this week in connection with a lawsuit filed against the all-girls Christian camp by CiCi and Will Steward, the parents of a girl who went missing in the flood and whose body has not been recovered. On Wednesday, Travis County District Judge Maya Guerra Gamble left in place an injunction that prevents the camp owners from altering any structures or land that was affected by the flood.
The letters, which were obtained exclusively by The Washington Post, call for the camp's license to be denied or placed on hold "until every negligent action taken or not taken by those in charge ... that fateful night, can be fully investigated" and "for due diligence, accountability, and prevention of further harm."
"You must pause the reopening of Camp Mystic until every negligent action taken or not taken by those in charge of caring for her that fateful night can be fully investigated," Jennifer and Doug Getten of Houston, parents of 9-year-old Ellen, wrote in one of six letters sent to the Texas Department of State Health Services and shared by families through their attorney.
They wrote that their older daughter, Gwynne, who survived the flood, suffers from anxiety and PTSD after she "was evacuated to what we understand to be an unsafe structure that swayed with the flood" and "repeatedly asked [camp] leadership where her little sister was because she couldn't find her. Leadership ignored her questions." Gwynne, who was airlifted out of the camp, now attends twice-weekly therapy, they wrote, but "blames herself for not saving Ellen."
Camper Greta Toranzo, 10, died while evacuating on her own. She was swept away as she returned to fetch a pillow from her cabin, according to testimony in court this week.
"She deserved better from the Camp Mystic operators," parents Ellen and Jorge Toranzo of Houston wrote in their complaint. "She deserved to be cared for and looked after as we trusted the camp with our daughter."
Kristin and Matthew Pohl of Austin, whose 8-year-old daughter, Abby, died while their two older daughters survived the July 4 flood, wrote that they faulted camp officials' "lack of leadership" or emergency plans, insisting, "The chaos that ensued that night was the result of the camp not having any formal evacuation plan for flooding."
They wrote that their surviving daughters recounted how they were told to shelter in place during the flood and spent "hours of terror wondering if anyone would come and get them out of their cabins."
All 13 campers and two counselors in Abby's cabin, Bubble Inn, died.
The parents of one of her cabin mates, 8-year-old Mary Barrett Stevens, noted in their letter that she "deserved so much more care and love than what was provided to her by Camp Mystic operators."
Callie and Michael McCown of Austin, whose 8-year-old daughter, Linnie, was also in Bubble Inn, wrote in their letter that their 3-year-old son, George, still asks to play with her daily. Before leaving for camp, Linnie had asked her parents not to travel because she was afraid they might die.
"There was never a thought in our minds that it would be the other way around," they wrote.
Ellen and Andrew Sheedy of Houston called 8-year-old daughter Margaret's death in the Twins 2 cabin, where five campers died, "unnecessary" and "preventable," noting that her "decomposed and disfigured" body was recovered more than eight miles downriver and had to be identified using DNA.
At the conclusion of the hearing Wednesday, the judge said she would add language to her order to say that Camp Mystic operated "in a high-risk zone without adequate flood protections" and that it lacked emergency plans and training required under Texas code.
The camp's owners, the Eastland family, testified this week that they did all they could to save the girls when faced with unprecedented flooding last July. Edward Eastland, a camp director whose father, Dick, 70, died in the flood, said they hope to reopen in six weeks. More than 850 campers have registered to attend, and some 600 of them have paid deposits. But the camp cannot reopen until its license has been renewed.
"Do you believe that the children who were campers were under your oversight?" Brad Beckworth, the Stewards' attorney, asked Eastland on Monday, the first day of the hearing.
Yes, Eastland testified, adding, "I did act reasonably."
"Do you believe you neglected them?" Beckworth said.
No, Eastland said.
Parents of campers who died in the flood disagree, their attorney said.
"Twenty-seven children died under Camp Mystic's care. The evidence is undeniable, revealing utter complacency and the complete absence of necessary planning and safeguards before, during and after the flood," said Kyle Findley, a Houston attorney representing the families.
"Renewing this license before investigations have even concluded would send a dangerous message that even the most catastrophic breakdowns carry no consequences," Findley said.
Lara Anton, a spokeswoman for the Texas Department of State Health Services, declined to comment on the substance of the six letters.
Anton said that DSHS has received more than 600 messages about Camp Mystic from members of the public and that "most include complaints/allegations, and some just indicate that they are for or against Camp Mystic's license being renewed."
She said the agency was investigating complaints that fall under its authority and sharing information with the state Department of Public Safety.
Last Tuesday, the agency sent Edward Eastland's mother, Camp Mystic owner Tweety Eastland, a letter saying agency staffers were reviewing the camp's license application and documentation, including its emergency plan, "for completeness and any deficiencies."
The letter noted that DSHS "has received hundreds of complaints related to Camp Mystic's care of campers during the 2025 camp season. DSHS is currently investigating these complaints"; and that the Texas legislature had convened an investigating committee on the July 4 flood in part to "examine the contributing factors to the devastation at Camp Mystic" that is expected to conclude its investigation in coming weeks, with a hearing and report by early summer.
"DSHS will consider any findings from the inspection and investigation when making the determination on your renewal application. DSHS also expects to similarly review findings of the Investigating Committee," the letter said.
The same day the agency sent that letter, Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick wrote to DSHS Commissioner Jennifer Shuford, urging the agency to deny the camp's license given that a "criminal investigation" by the Texas Rangers was underway.
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National
Ex-wife of firebombing suspect denied care for chest pain in ICE custody, lawyer says
Doctors delayed care for Hayam El Gamal, who is in federal detention, her lawyer said. A scan later showed a mass and fluid on her heart, court records state.

Outside the Dilley Immigration Processing Center in Texas on March 1. (Laura Brett/Sipa USA/AP)


By Annie Gowen | 2026-04-15
A lawyer for the former wife of an Egyptian man accused of attacking a rally in Colorado last year said she has been in acute pain from a chest mass for weeks and that doctors at the Dilley family detention center in Texas have denied her proper medical care.
Hayam El Gamal has been in immigration detention since shortly after her then-husband, Mohamed Sabry Soliman, allegedly launched makeshift incendiary devices at a rally for the release of Israeli hostages, injuring several people, one of whom died weeks later. El Gamal's lawyer, Eric Lee, said she repeatedly sought help from doctors at the federal facility over several weeks. Doctors brushed aside her concerns, Lee said, giving her ibuprofen and telling her not to lift heavy objects.
Last week, a doctor at the detention center told El Gamal that she needed a scan but that he had been overruled by "higher-ups,"  Lee alleged in court documents filed Wednesday in the U.S. District Court for the Western District of Texas.
On April 9, El Gamal's pain became "excruciating" and she was taken to an outside emergency room, where a CT scan showed a mass and fluid around her heart, the filing said. Further tests are needed to determine whether the mass is cancerous, it adds.
Lee said they are waiting to see if the federal judge considering the family's imprisonment case could weigh in on the medical situation. El Gamal, 42, and her five children -- ages 5 to 18 -- were detained by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement last year soon after Soliman's arrest.
"Unfortunately that's all we're able to do at this point because ICE is not working out a medical solution for this family," Lee said.
A spokesman for the Department of Homeland Security, which oversees ICE, did not immediately respond to requests for comment on the new petition.
The Trump administration has made clear it wants the family removed from the country, with the White House posting on X at one point: "Six One-Way Tickets for Mohamed's Wife and Five Kids. Final Boarding Call Coming Soon."
Soliman has been charged with a federal hate crime and state counts of attempted murder in connection to the attack in Boulder in June, which killed Karen Diamond, 82, and injured more than a dozen others. He has pleaded not guilty.
El Gamal's lawyers have argued that she had no advance knowledge of Soliman's alleged plans and that the family is being illegally detained.
A federal judge in Colorado blocked their immediate deportation in June, but an immigration judge in a separate case later denied their asylum applications and ordered the family deported back to Egypt. Lee alleged that was done without a full hearing on the evidence and challenges on the ruling are ongoing.
The family was taken to the Dilley facility in South Texas, a massive detention complex for immigrant families and children where advocates have documented wide-ranging medical issues, including a measles outbreak. Detainees have also reported contaminated food and limited clean water.
In a February news release titled "Debunking the mainstream media lies about South Texas Family Residential Center in Dilley, Texas," ICE said that the facility is "purpose-built" to ensure families are comfortable and "have all of their needs cared for -- all at the taxpayer's expense." That includes access to classrooms, age-appropriate activities, and formula and supplies for infants, it states. There is "specialized off-site care" including "hospitalization, specialty consultations, lab testing and durable medical equipment," the statement said.
In court filings, Lee said that El Gamal had suffered a "serious medical incident" on April 9 and "faces heightened health risks as a result of denial of treatment" while in federal custody. El Gamal has had an abnormal growth on her chest that has caused pain for weeks, and her requests for scans and outside treatments were repeatedly denied, the filing said.
Each time El Gamal made a request for medical attention, she was given ibuprofen or provided with generic suggestions such as "prevent dehydration" and "avoid heavy lifting," the court filing states.
The day of the medical incident, El Gamal was taken to an off-site emergency room and given a CT scan, according to the filing. The scan showed the mass in her chest and fluid around her heart, the court document said.
"Instead of receiving an ultrasound as per her desperate request, Ms. El Gamal was told she had to go back to Dilley," the filing states. "It is not known whether the growth is cancerous, all that is known is that the pain is increasing."
An Emory University doctor who reviewed the initial scan at Lee's request said another test was needed to evaluate the mass for infection or cancer, the filing said. No follow-up tests have been scheduled, Lee said.
Lee said in an interview that, in addition to El Gamal's medical issues, one of El Gamal's children requires dental treatments and that they are worried about the mental health of all of them.
In March, the Texas Tribune published notes and pictures from the children, including one that said detention is "slowly killing us on the inside."
The family's attorneys have long argued that their detentions are illegal and violated their constitutional rights by depriving them of due process and protection from being punished for another person's alleged crimes.
"It is patently unlawful to punish individuals for the crimes of their relatives," El Gamal's lawyers have written. "Such methods of collective or family punishment violates the very foundations of a democratic justice system."
The couple and their children, who are Egyptian citizens, had applied for and obtained visitor visas and entered the United States on Aug. 27, 2022, records show. Soliman applied for asylum for the entire family the following month, and the family settled in Colorado Springs. At the time of her detainment, El Gamal was a network engineer with a pending employment-based visa for professionals with advanced degrees, court records said.
Soliman told investigators he had planned the attack for a year and sought to "kill all Zionist people," according to court documents. A Boulder Police Department detective said in an affidavit that Soliman told police that "no one knew about his plans and he never talked to his wife or family" about them.
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World
Pope Leo decries world ravaged by 'tyrants' following Trump's insults
The pontiff did not specifically name the president during his speech in Cameroon. He sharply criticized those who manipulate religion "for their own military, economic or political gain."

Pope Leo XIV gives a speech in Bamenda, Cameroon, criticizing world leaders for what he described as spending billions on "killing and devastation." (Guglielmo Mangiapane/Reuters)


By Rachel Chason | 2026-04-16
Pope Leo XIV delivered a forceful appeal for peace and condemned what he described as "a handful of tyrants" who are ravaging the world, in a speech on Thursday during a tour of Africa.
Leo's speech, delivered in northwestern Cameroon, came days after President Donald Trump sharply criticized the first U.S.-born pontiff in an online screed and posted an apparently AI-generated image that appeared to depict himself as Jesus.
Leo did not specifically name Trump during his comments in Cameroon, which he was visiting as part of a 10-day tour.
During the speech, he sharply condemned those "who manipulate religion in the very name of God for their own military, economic or political gain, dragging that which is sacred into darkness and filth." Leo was speaking in Bamenda, a city in the northwestern part of the country that is considered the center of the country's long-running separatist movement.
"The masters of war pretend not to know that it takes only a moment to destroy," Leo said, adding that they do not acknowledge that it often takes more than "a lifetime" to rebuild. "They turn a blind eye to the fact that billions of dollars are spent on killing, on devastation, yet the resources needed for healing, education and restoration are nowhere to be found."
Echoing comments made by his predecessor Pope Francis, who had sharply condemned the legacy of colonialism in Africa, Leo told Cameroonians that many of the same people who rob "your land of its resources generally invest much of the profit in weapons," creating a cycle of violence.
He celebrated the efforts of religious leaders in Bamenda to bring peace to the region. In northwest Cameroon, English-speaking separatists have declared a breakaway state called Ambazonia after what they say is decades of repression by the Francophone-dominated Cameroonian government. In what is seen as a breakthrough, the rebel leadership has declared a halt in fighting for the papal trip, if not a formal ceasefire.
Leo said that those who want to bring peace in Cameroon should be a model for the world.
"The world is being ravaged by a handful of tyrants," he said, "yet it is held together by a multitude of supportive brothers and sisters."
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Africa
Airstrike by Nigeria, a U.S. ally against Islamist militants, kills scores
Villagers, health workers and human rights monitors see a pattern of reckless attacks in the U.S.-backed fight against Boko Haram and its Islamic State-affiliated offshoot.

A patient is treated at a hospital in Maiduguri on Sunday, a day after government forces struck a weekend market in Jilli, Nigeria. (AP Photo/AP)


By Rachel Chason, Rael Ombuor, Abiodun Jamiu  | 2026-04-16
First came the thunderous boom. Then the air billowed with thick black smoke. Fires were "everywhere," survivors said. Scores of people lay dead.
The Nigerian military, with whom the U.S. military is fighting a growing Islamist threat, initially declared the attack on a weekend market in the remote desert village of Jilli a successful strike "on a known terrorist enclave." But eyewitnesses describe a starkly different scene: The more than 100 people killed, they say, were traders and other members of the community, and included women and children.
Alimi Gabchiya, a grain trader at the market, lost two sons in the strike Saturday evening. They were also traders, he said. "I want the government to understand that we are innocent," he told The Washington Post. "I didn't even get to see their corpses."
It was the latest in what villagers, health workers and human rights monitors say is a pattern of reckless attacks by Nigerian forces in their U.S.-supported fight against Boko Haram and its Islamic State-affiliated offshoot to kill civilians.
As President Donald Trump sends thousands more sailors and Marines to the Middle East·, a smaller contingent of U.S. troops is confronting terrorism in northeastern Nigeria -- and questions about its partnership with the country's Nigerian military.
Before Venezuela, before Iran, Trump last year focused briefly on what he labeled, without evidence, a "Christian genocide" in Africa's most populous nation and ordered U.S. 200 troops there. But since they arrived in February, violence by Boko Haram and the Islamic State West Africa Province, or ISWAP, has escalated to the deadliest levels since the militant group rampaged in 2015.
"We should all be concerned," said Vincent Foucher, a Nigeria specialist at the French National Center for Scientific Research. "The jihadists are more settled and grounded than they were before. They are much smarter, and they have developed taxation and governance tactics."
In the north, analysts say, hundreds of thousands of civilians live in areas controlled by militants. The corner of Borno State where the market was struck, analysts and locals say, is known to be ruled by ISWAP.
Isa Sanusi, Amnesty International's director for Nigeria, said civilians were at the market when fighter jets appeared and fires burst out "everywhere." Sanusi said more than 100 people, including a 13-year-old, were killed in one of the deadliest strikes on civilians by the Nigerian military in years.
The incident demonstrated the risks posed by partnering with Nigeria's military, Foucher said, including "being associated with human rights abuses and war crimes."
The White House referred requests for comment to the U.S. Africa Command, which is overseeing the U.S. mission in Nigeria. A spokesperson for U.S. Africa Command said U.S. forces "were not involved in the planning, intelligence sharing, or execution of this operation."
James Barnett, a Nigeria specialist at the Hudson Institute, said the United States now faces a challenge of perception. Because neither government has provided much information about the strike, he said, U.S. Africa Command "is going to find itself receiving blame."
"Whether or not the U.S. was involved, it's going to fuel narratives by the jihadists and could even be something they use in propaganda," he said. "There has been very little transparency."
On Sunday, Nigerian authorities said the "precision airstrike," based on "intensified overhead surveillance and intelligence gathering across the area," killed "scores of terrorists." On Monday, Ehimen Ejodame, a spokesman for Nigeria's air force, told The Post that the strike was being investigated and that allegations of civilian casualties would be treated with the "utmost seriousness and empathy."
Sanusi said the attack fit a "pattern" in which "civilians are killed for the military's recklessness and lack of due diligence."
Abubakar Goni, a 40-year-old father, said the market is "made up of people from different villages." He was buying ingredients for dinner when the military attacked.
"We all know one another," he said. "The terrorists don't come into the community. They are very far from us."
Goniram Alimi was buying utensils when the explosion tore through the area. The trader was killed instantly, she said. Two brothers also died and her father was injured.
"We don't have terrorists close to us," she said. "The government should acknowledge that and what was done and issue an apology."
Health care workers said victims suffered severe head injuries, extreme burns and broken limbs. "We have had these kind of attacks in the region, but this is one of the worst so far," said Audu Goni, a health worker at MCH Magumeri Hospital. "Many more are still missing."

An armored personnel carrier is stationed in Maiduguri, Nigeria, as Muslim worshipers mark the end of Ramadan last month. (Ahmed Kingimi/Reuters)


Trump in November threatened to go into Nigeria "guns-a-blazing" if the government did not do more to protect the country's Christians. Analysts said the threat distorted the nature of the conflict. Muslims make up roughly half the population in the nation of 240 million. While violence has sometimes targeted Christians, it has also deeply affected Muslims, according to Nigerian and Western analysts.
The Nigerian government rejected Trump's framing but said it welcomed U.S. support to confront a growing challenge.
On Christmas, at the request of the Nigerian government, U.S. ships in the Gulf of Guinea fired 16 Tomahawk missiles at targets in the country's northwest, the stronghold of the Islamic State Sahel Province. Nigerian and U.S. officials are increasingly concerned that Islamic State Sahel in the northwest and ISWAP in the northeast are sharing intelligence and coordinating logistics, cooperation that could destabilize vast stretches of the north, home to an estimated 130 million people.
A spokesperson for U.S. Africa Command said the troops who arrived in February are "strictly positioned in Nigeria in a technical and advisory role," providing intelligence support and training. "Our collaboration helps improve situational awareness, strengthens Nigeria's ability to identify terrorist networks, and supports more effective and timely operations led by Nigerian forces," the spokesperson said in a statement.
Violence by Boko Haram and ISWAP last year reached its highest levels since the peak of the crisis in 2015, according to the conflict monitoring group ACLED. In the first three months of 2026, attacks grew by an additional 25 percent, according to Ladd Serwat, ACLED's Africa senior analyst, outpacing those of 2015.
Strikes by the Nigerian military have mostly targeted militant groups, Serwat said, but about 4 percent in the last five years have hit only civilians, killing more than 320 before Saturday's attack.
Some people in Nigeria now believe the United States is fomenting violence, said Daniel Bwala, an adviser to Nigerian President Bola Tinubu. But he said the government believes intelligence-sharing "has been useful over time."
"We work based on data, not conspiracy theories, and we support the partnership with the U.S.," Bwala said. "Our cooperation with the U.S. is very helpful, and Donald Trump has been kind."
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Asia
Japan is a pacifist nation, and now a hint of change is drawing rare protests 
Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi has made revising the constitution a priority amid rising security threats in Asia, but any change is highly sensitive.

Protesters gather March 25 outside the parliament in Tokyo to call for protecting the pacifist clause in the country's constitution. (Louise Delmotte/Getty Images)


By Michelle Lee, Chie Tanaka | 2026-04-16
TOKYO -- As a security hawk, Japan's prime minister, Sanae Takaichi, has initiated a plan to consider changes to the pacifist clause in the country's constitution, which has constrained its military and defined its national identity since World War II.
After Takaichi's landslide victory this year and with increasingly menacing China next door, she may have the popularity and political capital to push through a change -- but the issue is highly sensitive.
The specific change Takaichi is seeking would be more symbolic than substantive and would not alter the part of the constitution that renounces war. Public pushback, however, is mounting with rare nationwide protests by those wary of the U.S.-Israel war in Iran and fears Japan could get drawn into military conflicts if it drops its constitutional guardrails.
The prime minister is moving cautiously. She said this week that she wants to put forth a proposal in one year -- taking the unusual move to declare a timeline -- and called on her ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) to mobilize its "full strength" to advocate for the change. But even with a big parliamentary majority, amending the pacifist clause will not be easy.
Takaichi has made the revision a top priority as she bolsters the nation's defense to counter rising threats in Asia, including an overhaul of national security and defense strategy to increase military spending, develop counterstrike capabilities and loosen a ban on exporting lethal military equipment.
These moves are especially important now that Japan's only security ally -- the United States -- has been engulfed in war in the Middle East, leaving Asian middle powers like Japan to confront hard questions, Takaichi's supporters say.
"U.S. forces are still the number one forces on earth, but it cannot fight plural major wars like against Japan and Germany in World War II any longer," said Nobukatsu Kanehara, who was a top aide to Takaichi's mentor, former prime minister Shinzo Abe. "Japan shall be more responsible, shall expand its military capabilities and shall no more be too dependent upon U.S. military protection," Kanehara said.

Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi with President Donald Trump at the White House in March. (Kevin Lamarque/Reuters)


Japan's constitutional restrictions have come under a spotlight since the war in Iran, as President Donald Trump called on allies to help secure the Strait of Hormuz. During a visit to the White House last month Takaichi told Trump that there are things Japan "can and cannot do" because of its legal restraints.
That didn't stop Trump from complaining last week that Japan "didn't help us" in the Middle East even though Japan still hosts tens of thousands of U.S. troops.
To those who oppose constitutional revisions, the meeting with Trump underscored why the pacifist clause -- known here as Article 9 -- should stay as is: It shielded Japan from the American president's pressures.
"From our perspective ... there is certainly a view that Article 9 protected us," said a fashion designer who goes by the name eri and is an organizer with We Want Our Future, an activist group that has been co-hosting recent protests against the revision and the Iran war.
About 30,000 people gathered outside parliament last week for one of more than 130 protests nationwide -- an extremely rare show of Japanese political activism. A DJ blasted upbeat music while people chanted phrases like, "Trump, step down!" and "The pacifist constitution is Japan's treasure!"
"Since the attacks on Iran began, it has been frightening to see how quickly both the world and Japan seem to be heading toward war," said Jun Takahashi, 36, who attended a protest for the first time. "I also strongly dislike the idea that Japan, through Prime Minister Takaichi's involvement, might be seen as complicit," Takahashi said. "I felt I had to take action and raise my voice."

Protesters take part in an anti-U.S. and anti-war demonstration March 20 in Tokyo. It followed the summit meeting between the two countries in Washington. (Issei Kato/Reuters)


Even without a constitutional change, Japan is already moving to increase its defensive capabilities more than ever in the postwar years -- a reflection of the increasingly difficult security environment. As in Germany, where Russia's war in Ukraine prompted a broad push to rearm the country after 80 years of eschewing militarism, Japan has taken dramatic steps in recent years to shed its postwar pacifist restraints.
Chinese coast guard vessels repeatedly have intruded into Japan's territorial waters -- six times this year so far -- near the disputed islands of Senkaku, which the Chinese call Diaoyu.
The Russian war in Ukraine also has alarmed Tokyo about how it could embolden Beijing to invade Taiwan, which could draw the U.S. -- and, as a result, Japan -- into the conflict. Meanwhile, North Korea is expanding its nuclear program aggressively, and some of its soldiers are now battle-tested from the Russian war.
Making matters more alarming, China, Russia and North Korea have banded together as a loose grouping against the U.S.-led world order -- confronting Tokyo with an arc of threats just across its seas. The three countries teaming up is tilting the balance of power in Northeast Asia, experts say.
"That's quite a force multiplier for their strategic calculus, which makes it even more complex and difficult to find out what would be the optimal answer to this," said Ken Jimbo, an international security expert at Keio University.
The war in Iran has supercharged Japan's concerns about U.S. commitments to security in the Asia-Pacific. Japan's order for hundreds of Tomahawk missiles from the United States -- a key part of Tokyo's defense strategy -- will likely be delayed by the Iran war, according to three people who spoke on the condition of anonymity to share knowledge of sensitive matters. Japan may also face delays of SM-6 ship-to-air missiles and Patriot missiles, one of those people said.
"If troop deployments shift rapidly to the Middle East, this could affect security in East Asia," said Gen Nakatani, an LDP lawmaker and former defense minister. "Japan must both work toward de-escalation and strengthen its own defense capabilities -- especially deterrence, strike capability, endurance and intelligence capabilities."
Japan is poised to take such steps through a national security and defense strategy overhaul under Takaichi, who has called for this change one year ahead of schedule.
Her government aims to revise its three main security and defense policy documents by the end of 2026. The changes are expected to include new forms of warfare using unmanned systems and mechanisms to ensure sustained combat capability. The government also plans to ease defense equipment export restrictions as early as this month.
Japanese officials are especially concerned about asymmetric warfare enabled by advanced technologies like artificial intelligence, said Jimbo, who has been advising the government on the security review.
"We also have to accommodate ourselves into those kind of asymmetrical capabilities, and that's heavily important for us," he said, adding that Japan faces limits on increasing its ranks of soldiers because of a rapidly aging population.
Takaichi wants to go further by revising Article 9 of the Japanese constitution, which is based on a draft written by Americans during the Allied occupation following Japan's surrender in World War II. The so-called "no-war" clause is designed to prevent Japan from instigating another war.
The meaning and intent of the clause -- and whether to revise it -- has been a subject of debate since the 1950s. The Japanese government has taken the position that renouncing war does not refer to its right to self defense. Under this interpretation, Japan has established its Self-Defense Forces, although its constitution does not explicitly allow a military.
Abe unsuccessfully sought to add a sentence to the no-war clause clearly recognizing the SDF. Takaichi is now taking on Abe's mantle. And unlike Abe, who faced opposition from the LDP's pacifist coalition partner, the LDP has a new partner, the Japan Innovation Party, that is willing to push the envelope.
Still, it will consume an enormous amount of political capital. A constitutional amendment requires a two-thirds vote from both parliamentary houses and a public referendum.

Takaichi wants to revise Article 9 of the Japanese constitution. The so-called "no-war" clause is designed to prevent Japan from instigating another war. (Jiji Press/AFP/Getty Images)


Although Takaichi has a supermajority in the lower house, the more powerful chamber in parliament, her party is in the minority in the upper house. Polls show there is growing public support for recognizing the SDF in the constitution, but a national referendum would be a gamble.
Nonetheless, proponents see the revision as a necessary first step to remove Japan's shackles on using force to defend itself, like any other country.
"Japan should be able to act as a 'normal country' within international framework," said Nakatani, the former defense minister. "At the very least, the Constitution should clearly state the existence of the Self-Defense Forces so that there is no ambiguity. That is the first step."
Others see it as a slippery slope that could undermine the intent of the pacifist clause. Article 9 has also served as a signal to other Asian countries that Japan will not repeat its imperial past, which has helped maintain regional stability, said Shiro Sato, a professor of peace studies at Hiroshima City University.
"I'm concerned that this could lead to a hollowing-out of pacifism," Sato said. "If it's revised, that trust could erode, increasing insecurity and potentially worsening the security environment."
Noah Robertson in Washington contributed to this report.
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Foreign Policy
Trump administration pushes nations to sign 'trade over aid' declaration
Secretary of State Marco Rubio called it an opportunity to use the U.N. system to "promote America First values," according to a cable reviewed by The Post.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio's cable offers talking points for U.S. diplomats to help them make the administration's case to their counterparts, beginning with the statement that "under President Trump, America has entered a new Golden Age." (Aaron Schwartz/Reuters)


By Adam Taylor | 2026-04-16
The Trump administration is pushing countries around the world to sign a joint declaration that calls for "trade over aid" and explicitly rejects America's history as a leading provider of humanitarian assistance and other support to the developing world.
In a cable sent Wednesday to all U.S. embassies and consular posts, Secretary of State Marco Rubio ordered American diplomats to issue a demarche -- an official call to action -- to foreign nations no later than Monday that asks for their backing before the U.S. initiative is introduced at the United Nations at the end of April.
The "trade over aid" push is an opportunity, Rubio's directive says, to use the U.N. system to "promote America First values and create business opportunities for U.S. companies." The Washington Post reviewed a copy of his cable, which has not previously been reported.
The move comes as the Trump administration has sought to dramatically remake the global aid system, dismantling the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) and pulling back funding from multilateral efforts at the United Nations, arguing that such initiatives have led to waste, fraud and dependency.
Other major donors of foreign assistance, including France, Germany and Britain, have followed the Trump administration's lead and scaled back their efforts, leading to what some have called a "great aid recession." Studies have suggested that such a sweeping rollback of funding could result in 9.4 million deaths by 2030.
While there have long been many criticisms of the global aid system and the dependency it can breed, skeptics have argued that the Trump administration's approach will allow for-profit companies to exploit poorer nations.
"It's solidifying our stance on dropping aid completely and letting companies enrich themselves on newer markets," said one State Department official, speaking on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to talk with the news media.
A spokesperson for the State Department did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Some aspects of the "trade over aid" declaration were first reported by Devex, which published a report Tuesday disclosing that the U.S. proposal was being circulated at the United Nations.
The push to encourage countries to sign on could be an indicator that other nations are skeptical of the Trump administration's efforts.
Sam Vigersky, an international affairs fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations, said the initiative may be received poorly at the United Nations, particularly as the Trump administration advances other efforts -- such as the Board of Peace, an international body set up by the United States with President Donald Trump as its chairman -- interpreted in some foreign capitals as undermining the global body.
"Having been on the driving end of many demarches over my time, I would not see this being well received because it comes across as undermining the U.N.," said Vigersky, who previously served as senior humanitarian adviser to the U.S. mission to the United Nations.

Mike Waltz, U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, attends a U.N. Security Council meeting last week. On Tuesday, he told a Senate committee that "on the development side, we are heavily engaging the private sector." (Jeenah Moon/Reuters)


The Trump administration also has faced pushback as it seeks to negotiate with countries that receive U.S. global health funding. Its "America First" approach in this space has led to accusations that the State Department is conditioning crucial funding for HIV prevention and treatment on foreign governments' acceptance of commercial side deals related to critical minerals and other natural resources. The State Department has rejected those claims.
Rubio's cable offers talking points for U.S. diplomats to help them make the administration's case to their counterparts, beginning with the statement that "under President Trump, America has entered a new Golden Age built on a booming economy fueled by pro-business policies: deregulation, lower taxes, and a liberated energy industry."
It also includes the text of the full declaration. While much of it is a relatively uncontroversial promotion of free-market values, it also takes aim at the current global aid system, which, it asserts, "has often created dependency, inefficiency, and corruption."
"It was private business that developed all the world's successful economies, not government aid," the declaration continues.
The cable says that the U.S. mission to the United Nations will host a signing event for the declaration before the end of April. Ambassador Mike Waltz offered a preview of the efforts during an appearance before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee on Tuesday.
"On the development side, we are heavily engaging the private sector," Waltz, the U.S. representative to the U.N., told lawmakers. "Let's lower barriers to capital, drive foreign investment and create jobs, not dependency, and we're calling that trade over aid."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2026/04/15/trump-un-trade-over-aid/
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Economy
House defies Trump on immigration with move to shield Haitians
The vote to advance a bill extending protections for Haitians marks the first time Republican lawmakers have voted this term to oppose Trump's immigration policy.

People attend a candlelight vigil Feb. 3 in Miami for Haitians living in the United States under temporary protections. (Giorgio Viera/AFP/Getty Images)


By Lauren Kaori Gurley, Mariana Alfaro | 2026-04-15
Several House Republicans joined Democrats to oppose President Donald Trump on his immigration policy Wednesday, forcing a vote to advance a measure to reinstate temporary protections for some 350,000 Haitians living in the United States.
Six Republicans voted with 212 House Democrats and one independent, reaching the threshold to force a vote on the bill, which would keep Haitians eligible for temporary protected status (TPS) for three years. The program is intended for foreign nationals from countries facing dangerous conditions, such as armed conflict and environmental disasters.
The vote was forced using an increasingly popular legislative tool called a discharge petition that allows 218 or more representatives to circumvent the House speaker to bring a vote to the floor. Final passage of the bill in the House is expected Thursday or Friday.
"I have one of the largest Haitian populations in the country in my district," said Rep. Michael Lawler (R-New York), who voted Wednesday to push the bill to the House floor. "... If you end [temporary protections] without addressing work authorization, it will cause a huge crisis in our health care system, especially in an area like mine, where a lot of our Haitian TPS holders are nurses."
The measure to reinstate temporary protected status for Haitians was first introduced by Rep. Laura Gillen (D-New York), along with Lawler.
"Without this protection, they will be forced to return to the horrors in Haiti," Gillen said in a statement, noting the bipartisan support behind the measure.
The move to help Haitian immigrants faces an uncertain fate in the Senate, but the House vote demonstrates rare Republican willingness to break with the White House. It is the first time GOP members have voted to invalidate Trump's tougher immigration policies this legislative term.
Discharge petitions have found increasing success this Congress. At least five have received the required 218 signatures -- including one this past fall to release the FBI's records on the convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein. Only two received sufficient signatures in the last Congress from 2023 to 2025.
Sarah Binder, a governance studies expert at the Brookings Institution, said Democrats in this Congress have pursued this process on "big, salient political issues," but this was the first time on an immigration policy.
"This goes straight at one of the Trump administration's key deportation tools, which is to cancel this protected status for immigrants from particular countries," Binder said.
The Trump administration announced an end to temporary protections for Haitians in June, arguing that conditions in Haiti have improved since the establishment of protections after the 2010 earthquake and calling the country "safe." But lower courts stepped in, pausing the termination of the protections, which the Trump administration has appealed to the Supreme Court. The high court will hear arguments on April 29.

Guerline Jozef, co-founder and executive director of Haitian Bridge Alliance, speaks in front of the Supreme Court last month. (Roberto Schmidt/AFP/Getty Images)


Immigration advocates say gang violence and civil unrest could pose serious danger to Haitians forced to leave the U.S. Meanwhile, the elder care and health care industries, which rely heavily on Haitians with temporary protections, have also lobbied against the ending of the program.
"We cannot afford to lose the very people staffing our hospitals and nursing homes," said Rebecca Shi, CEO of the American Business Immigration Coalition, which lobbies for employers on Capitol Hill. "The success of the Haitian TPS discharge petition shows that economic reality is finally breaking through partisan gridlock."
Republican Reps. Maria Elvira Salazar (Florida), Brian Fitzpatrick (Pennsylvania), Don Bacon (Nebraska), Carlos A. Gimenez (Florida), Nicole Malliotakis (New York) and Lawler voted to advance the bill.
Malliotakis said that she's heard from nursing-home employers in her district.
"These are Haitian immigrants who are working, paying taxes and contributing to our economy and fulfilling a healthcare need," she said in a statement to The Post. "To strip them of their status and deport them to a country in peril would be uncompassionate and misguided."
Trump has repeatedly criticized Haitian immigrants over the years. Last week, Trump shared on social media a video of a fatal attack by a man who the administration says is from Haiti on a woman at a Florida gas station, saying that Democratic policies led to the alleged killer gaining temporary protections in the U.S.
The effort to strip legal protections for Haitians is part of a wide-ranging effort by Trump's Department of Homeland Security to end the program for more than a million people, including Venezuelans, Hondurans and Afghans.
Riley Beggin contributed to this report.
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Economy
Trump threatens to fire Powell, won't halt probe of Fed renovations
President Trump threatened Wednesday to fire Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H. Powell if he doesn't step down from the Fed in the coming weeks. 

Federal Reserve Board Jerome H. Powell, left, and President Donald Trump. (Saul Loeb and Brendan Smialowski/AFP/Getty Images)


By Andrew Ackerman | 2026-04-15
President Donald Trump on Wednesday threatened to fire Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H. Powell if he does not step down from the central bank, renewing his attacks on a Fed chief he has long accused of keeping interest rates too high.
"Well then I'll have to fire him, okay?" Trump said on Fox Business about Powell's tenure as chairman, which ends May 15. "If he's not leaving on time."
Trump also refused to distance himself from the Justice Department's criminal probe into the Fed's $2.5 billion office renovation, which prosecutors have used to ratchet up pressure on the Fed even as the department's legal case has faced legal and political headwinds. Trump declined to direct the Justice Department to stand down from the investigation, which a federal judge last month found to be part of a broader White House pressure campaign against the Fed.
"Whether it's incompetence, corruption or both I think you have to find out," he said, referring to the renovation inquiry. "I have to find out."
The comments came a day after prosecutors from the U.S. attorney's office in Washington appeared without warning at the Fed's headquarters seeking a tour of an active construction site, The Washington Post previously reported -- the latest escalation in a pressure campaign that has raised alarm among central bank watchers.
The central bank has denied any wrongdoing in the renovation, and a federal judge last month quashed a pair of grand jury subpoenas, finding that prosecutors had no evidence of a crime.
Trump's threat to fire Powell also raised immediate legal questions. Fed governors generally can't be removed except for cause, and Powell has said he has no plans to leave the agency until the probe is finished.
The administration is already trying to fire another Fed governor, Lisa Cook, over alleged mortgage fraud. But the Supreme Court, which is considering the matter, has signaled she can stay in her position while she fights the attempted dismissal. She denies wrongdoing.
Wednesday's comments were also a fresh complication for Kevin Warsh, the former Fed governor Trump tapped in January to replace Powell. Trump shrugged off suggestions that the Justice Department inquiry could imperil Warsh's confirmation.
The Senate Banking Committee set a Tuesday hearing to consider Warsh's nomination. But even with the hearing, the timing of Warsh's confirmation is uncertain. Sen. Thom Tillis (North Carolina), a key Republican, has said he will not vote for any Fed nominees until the probe is resolved, effectively blocking Warsh from advancing out of the banking panel. The panel's chairman, Sen. Tim Scott (R-South Carolina) said he expected U.S. Attorney Jeanine Pirro's investigation would end in the coming weeks.
Asked about Tillis's effective blockade of Warsh, Trump suggested the senator might capitulate. "He doesn't want the legacy of having an incompetent guy stay there for longer than is necessary," Trump said on Wednesday.
Republican senators have signaled they don't believe Tillis will capitulate. "At some point, they're going to have to deal with the committee and they're going to have to deal with Tillis," Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-South Dakota) told reporters on Wednesday, referring to the banking panel. "I think it's in everybody's best interest to wrap up the investigation."
Although Powell's tenure as chairman expires in mid-May, he can elect to stay on as one of seven Fed governors through early 2028. Powell has said he plans to hold over as acting Fed chief if there are delays to Warsh's confirmation.
Past administrations have also pressured the central bank, whose independence rests both on federal law and on norms that most recent presidents, wary of rattling financial markets, have been reluctant to test.
Even so, no modern president has gone as far as Trump in both openly talking about firing a sitting Fed chair while repeatedly demanding sharp rate cuts in public. Trump's efforts to fire Cook are the first time a president has attempted to fire a sitting governor in the 112-year history of the central bank.
Theodoric Meyer contributed to this report.
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Food
Trouble in the kitchen? Ask us your cooking questions.
Every Thursday at 11 a.m. Eastern, recipes editor Becky Krystal answers your cooking questions.

(The Washington Post)


By Becky Krystal | 2026-04-16
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Looking for more? Read on below:
	TK STORY
	TK STORY
	TK STORY

Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which G. Daniela Galarza shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Dining
Small-town hospitality sets Brasserie Royale apart from big-city bistros
At Brasserie Royale in Sterling, the husband-and-wife team behind Local Provisions serves thoughtful French food in a welcoming neighborhood spot.

Checkered tiles and warm globe lights set the mood at this Northern Virginia bistro.


By Elazar Sontag | 2026-04-16
The corner of Cranston and Southbank streets in Sterling, Virginia, is not the most obvious location for a polished new neighborhood restaurant. The entrance to Brasserie Royale, which opened in the Cascades Marketplace development in July, looks onto the backside of a Home Depot, and its neighbors include Starbucks, a smoothie chain and a pizzeria whose outside speakers deliver crooning Italian ballads to passersby. This isn't a neighborhood so much as a perfectly lovely shopping center.
When Allyson and Michael Stebner, partners in life and business, were looking for the right place to open their first restaurant after moving from Los Angeles to Sterling in 2019, "more typical" locations like Bethesda didn't feel quite right. "We just kept coming back to the fact that there is nothing out here," Allyson says. "We live out here, we chose to live out here, and our kids go to school here." So in 2023, the pair opened their farm-to-table restaurant Local Provisions just around the corner from where Brasserie Royale now stands, and an eight-minute drive from home. They were all-in on neatly manicured Cranston Street.

Brasserie Royale opened in July in the Cascades Marketplace shopping center.


Like the rest of us, chefs spent much of the pandemic thinking about what they would do when life returned to normal. For some, the answer came easily: They would slow down. In the years that followed, waves of talented cooks gave up the competition and breakneck pace of big-city living and brought serious restaurants to overlooked towns and suburbs. When the Stebners first moved to this part of Northern Virginia, they recall driving as far as D.C. for special-occasion meals, and hearing from friends who did the same. "There's a need here," Michael thought..
Brasserie Royale: 1.5 stars (Good/Very Good)
Read more about the four-star grading scale.
Don't miss: Tuna tartare, lobster royale, pasta Lyonnaise, steak frites, crispy chicken paillard sandwich, sticky toffee pudding.
Skip: Boeuf bourguignon, French onion soup.
Prices: Small dishes $6 to $24, larger dishes $19 to $95 (seafood platter).

By the time Allyson and Michael Stebner opened Brasserie Royale in July, fans already knew and loved them for their next-door restaurant, Local Provisions.


Brasserie Royale's dining room is lined with checkered tiles, and hanging globe lights cast a honeyed glow over big banquettes. The room revolves around a grand wooden table where servers slice freshly baked baguettes to order. The best way to consume this nicely tangy bread is as a sandwich inspired by the frozen chicken cordon bleu Allyson ate as a child, layered with fried chicken and Parisian ham. No matter how daintily you approach, each bite sends melty Gruyere and shards of crackly crust in all directions.
Pasta Lyonnaise, my favorite dish over three visits to the restaurant, is a callback to Region, the pair's late farm-to-table restaurant in San Diego, where, in the early 2000s, they served pasta with green garlic, peas and creme fraiche. Here, they coat homemade egg noodles in creme fraiche and toss them with shallots, chopped green beans and chewy lardoons. Each sweet and creamy bite reminded me less of Lyon than the French onion dip served at a Super Bowl party. And why shouldn't an American bistro take some liberties?

Pasta Lyonnaise brings together homemade egg noodles with green beans, lardoons, shallots and creme fraiche. Photos of Julia Child, like the one seen here, are tucked throughout the dining room.


While running Region, the pair brought their staff on research trips to Northern California, where they dined at Zuni in San Francisco and the late Oliveto in Oakland, finding inspiration in food made with local ingredients and minimal fuss. The couple still speaks of Alice Waters, matron saint of the Bay Area's farm-to-table movement, as breathlessly as they do of Julia Child -- whose face is framed throughout the dining room. The Stebners' reverence for simple, produce-oriented cooking shines in pared-down dishes such as lobster royale, a salad of tender claw and knuckle meat coated in aioli and served over crisp lettuce, grapefruit and avocado.
Alongside loose interpretations are faithful bistro classics done right. I never resist the pull of oeufs mayonnaise, nor should you. Halved eggs arrive under dollops of a glossy, rich emulsion, their yolks jammy and sweet, each bite coating the tongue in salt and fat. An order of the restaurant's tuna tartare is always close behind. The fish begins in a mixture of brown sugar and salt, rendering it snappy and taut, a quick-curing technique Michael says he borrowed from chef Ignacio Mattos of New York restaurants Estela and Altro Paradiso. Before being arranged in a neat disk and topped with slivers of radish, the fish is tossed in a briny, invigorating mixture of Worcestershire sauce, mustard, capers and plenty of chopped cornichons.

Oeufs mayonnaise, topped with a light celery salad.



Garlicky sausages come with a mustard jus, buttery mashed potatoes and caramelized shallots.


When it comes to butter, the Stebners lean more Child than Waters. Mashed potatoes are whipped into an airy fluff with what Michael describes by text as "a lot!!" of butter, and served alongside garlic-white-wine sausages from Virginia-based Logan's Sausage Co. Escargots are so slick with butter that plucking them up with a pair of specialty tongs requires a surgeon's focus. This is a very pleasant way to live, if not every night.
The restaurant's safest, most familiar dishes are sometimes its least thrilling. I was impressed to learn that the kitchen made its beef stock with neck and knuckle bones, but where was this collagenous, wobbly goodness in my thin and mild French onion soup? The restaurant's boeuf bourguignon had been cooked a little too long, the accompanying lardoons not as chewy or carefully rendered as the ones in my transformative bowl of pasta. The recipes for both dishes come from Child, and while you'll never catch me disrespecting "Mastering the Art of French Cooking," I'm more interested in what the Stebners come up with when they put the user manual aside.

Baguettes are freshly made at Brasserie Royale and form the base of the restaurant's messy-delicious fried chicken sandwich.



Flynn, the Stebners' daughter, slices baguettes to order at a grand table in the center of the dining room.


The cocktail menu, which includes several martini variations, seems designed as an antidote to all this richness. Big gulps of an ice-cold Vesper certainly wipe the slate clean before dessert, and since you're feeling so light and refreshed, spring for the sticky toffee pudding, drenched in bittersweet caramel and contrasted with a tart spoonful of whipped creme fraiche.
Washington readers have plenty of bistros and brasseries to choose from without driving nearly an hour for dinner, but Brasserie Royale offers something rarer and less tangible than good escargots: warm, small-town hospitality.
When I mentioned in passing one night that my date and I would be sharing steak frites, the filet came neatly divided between two plates. Even the superb thick-cut french fries and pats of herby compound butter had been allocated so that each plate was its own composition. From that point on, every dish was carefully split in two. It was a nice touch, a bit of extra labor I rarely encounter outside of fine dining.
As the restaurant fills with chattering birthday celebrations and candlelit date nights, Brasserie Royale feels like a little neighborhood unto itself. On Sundays, the last seating is at 8 p.m., so that staff, many of them students, don't have to stay too late. But there's no harried manager waiting to replace you with the next batch of expectant diners, and regulars linger over profiteroles and thimbles of fortified wine. Whenever you're ready for the check, it arrives with a postcard and a handwritten note. A word of thanks for making the trip.

Michael Stebner sends a dish into the dining room.


46290 Cranston St., Sterling. brasserieroyaleva.com. 571-478-3241. Hours: Sunday, 10:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Monday to Thursday, 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and 4:30 to 8:30 p.m.; Friday and Saturday, 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sound check: 70/Conversation is easy. Accessibility: No barriers to entry; restroom is ADA-accessible. Dietary considerations: Allergens other than gluten are not listed on menus; several meat-free dishes are available.
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Advice
Ask Sahaj: Isn't it racist to insist your kids marry within their race?
Letter writer wonders "why aren't the South Asian parents who demand their daughter marry only another South Asian labeled 'racist' too?"

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2026-04-16
Dear Sahaj: I would love your take on the subject of parents wanting/expecting/demanding their child to marry someone of the same background. It seems whenever the family is non-White, the reasons are always excused as "cultural continuity" or "familial heritage," but if the same circumstances occurred with a White family, the parents would immediately be labeled "racist" for wanting their daughter to only marry a White man.
Why aren't the South Asian parents who demand their daughter marry only another South Asian labeled "racist" too? It feels like a double standard that they should be called out on. Everyone should marry whomever they want!
-- Double Standard
Double Standard: As a South Asian, daughter of immigrants and granddaughter of refugees, who is also married to a White man -- something that did cause conflict with my parents for a while before they became supportive -- I am so glad you asked this question!
We have to consider that the difference in how we label these behaviors between a "White family" and "non-White family" isn't arbitrary; it's shaped by history, power and context. Racism and prejudice are about privilege and advantage. When White families insist on "staying within their race," it's often tied to a long history of exclusion, segregation and maintaining dominance or supremacy. When immigrant or non-White families express similar preferences, it's often rooted in something else -- survival, cultural preservation and fear of loss. That doesn't automatically make it okay, but it definitely makes it different.
[Have a question for Sahaj? Ask here.]
I do believe marriage should be a chosen, intentional act between two adults regardless of background. Still, given the complicated racial and cultural dynamics at play, I can understand when immigrant or South Asian parents are driven by fear to the point of "demanding" their kids make certain choices.
Cultural context matters here, too. In many collectivist cultures, where the group is prioritized over the individual, the norm around marriage is that it's a family affair. Love is not between two individuals but a joining of families, so things such as what the partner's parents do, or social standing, can matter more because each family is inheriting the other family's reputation. The first questions my parents asked when I told them about my now-husband was what did his parents and brothers do, how did they spend their time. What they were really asking was: Can they protect you? Will they be able to provide for you? Will they tarnish your name? When a daughter gets married to someone else's son, tangible proof of stability, or security, can matter in a way that may not be as relevant here. It took time to challenge this narrative and given the context in which they grew up -- with their gendered roles and marriage norms -- I can understand their concern.
In the process of immigration, a lot is lost that cannot be seen. Things such as family roles that are left behind, access to general and family support, cultural norms from how to get money from a bank to the social etiquette at the park or school. Because so many strands are broken along the journey, the ones that remain -- such as cultural traditions/rituals and language -- are held on to even tighter. There's often a fear that a culture will end with the next generation, and even an anxiety around being misunderstood or even isolated within one's own family. Add to this a historical expectation that immigrants will assimilate, and, in order to challenge this, many may hold on even tighter to parts of their identity and culture to maintain a semblance of who they are.
Still, culture shouldn't be used as a shield for harming, controlling or guilting kids into whom they should marry. I think immigrant kids -- and all folks -- should be allowed to choose their partners, and it's necessary to consider what they may still have to grieve and what that choice costs them. Context matters.
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Home & Design
How to save money on tree work and still get good results
Even healthy trees need a little branch management from time to time

(iStock)


By Kevin Brasler | 2026-04-16

(iStock)


If you treat them right, trees can shade your house, beautify your property and lower your home energy costs. But diseases, pests, aging and extreme weather (hello, Winter 2026) can affect the sturdiest of oaks. And even healthy trees need a little branch management in the form of regular pruning or the occasional checkup.
To keep your trees in shape or to remove dying ones, you will probably need professional advice, skill and labor. You don't have to be an expert, though, to spot many potential tree problems. Examine your trees several times a year for the following:
	Discolored leaves and thinning in the tree's crown
	Roots pulled loose from the ground, and fungal growth on the roots and main trunk
	Dead and fallen branches more than two inches in diameter
	Deep vertical cracks on opposite sides of the main trunk
	Sawdust on the trunk from wood-boring insects
	A trunk that noticeably leans in one direction and a branch canopy that is not roughly balanced
	Other unusual deformations and deposits on the leaves, limbs or bark.

Other reasons for tree work include eliminating the risk to your house, or to electrical or other utility wires from rubbing limbs or precarious overhanging limbs; letting light and breezes more readily reach your house, garden or lawn; and protecting foundations and drainage systems from invading roots.
In many cases, the problem and the solution will be obvious -- removing specific limbs, for example. But sometimes it's difficult to diagnose and treat trees. At those times, you need expert advice. Washington Consumers' Checkbook has surveyed its members and other consumers about their experiences with local tree care services. Until May 31, Washington Post readers get free access to those ratings via Checkbook.org/WashingtonPost/trees.
Don't assume that all estimators from tree care companies can determine what's wrong and prescribe the correct treatment. Checkbook's evaluation found big company-to-company differences in the quality of advice and work performed. Several area companies rate quite high for the quality of their work, but the news is not all good. Companies that rate poorly drew complaints about lousy customer service, being overcharged, getting poor results and property being damaged by careless, untrained workers.
If you need tree work, the best strategy is to get more than one opinion. Get estimates from several companies, and ask the representatives to explain what they plan to do and why.
Along with several opinions, you'll get comparative pricing. Checkbook's undercover shoppers found striking differences in prices for tree care work. For example, to remove a 60-foot sycamore tree, including disposal of all wood and debris and grinding the stump, companies quoted Checkbook's undercover shoppers prices ranging from $1,700 to $4,025. To remove a 75-foot Norway spruce, grind the stump and remove all debris, quotes ranged from $1,500 to $6,000.
Typically, you don't have to be home when bidders are looking at the job -- but do make sure they include a thorough description of the work in a written contract that specifies who cleans up, hauls away debris and wood, and removes the stump afterward. Anything that isn't specified in writing is unlikely to get done. No-shows are common, so call more companies than you need bids from to make sure you get enough to make a smart decision.
If a job can wait, consider having the work done in winter, when companies are less busy, and there is less debris to haul away.
Check whether a company's liability and worker's compensation insurance are current. Ask to see certificates of insurance, and call the company's insurance carrier to verify. This is a serious concern because high-powered equipment, heavy branches and trunks, lofty heights and proximity to power lines make tree work dangerous.
Companies operating in Maryland must be licensed to perform any tree care work -- including removal -- for trees taller than 20 feet. Licensure means that at least one employee of the company has passed a difficult state-administered written exam. To qualify to sit for the exam, a candidate must have worked for at least one year with a licensed tree care expert and taken at least two years of college coursework in an accredited forestry, arboriculture, horticulture or applied agricultural sciences program. Or they must have worked for at least three years with a licensed tree care expert. To check on a company's licensure status, search the state's online list or call 877-620-8367.
Neither D.C. nor Virginia requires tree care companies to be licensed, so be extra careful to check ratings and reviews and, ideally, choose a company that has done work for neighbors or friends.
Ask about the company's payment policy to see how much of the total cost is payable upon completion of the job or later. Paying after the work is completed gives you leverage to ensure that work is carried out properly and on time. If possible, make all payments by credit card, which allows you to dispute the payment if things don't go as planned.
Be sure to avoid companies that knock on doors or leave business cards at homes, especially after a storm, when the good companies don't need to hunt for work but may be overscheduled, creating opportunities for bad actors. Take the time to find and hire a reputable company, even if you must wait for service.
If you need advice and help caring for healthy trees you plan to keep, look for certification by the American Society of Consulting Arborists or the International Society of Arboriculture. Certification by either organization indicates the arborist has a degree in arboriculture, several years of experience and has passed a difficult exam.
Kevin Brasler is executive editor of Washington Consumers' Checkbook and Checkbook.org, a nonprofit organization with a mission to help consumers get the best service and lowest prices. It is supported by consumers and takes no money from the service providers it evaluates. You can access Checkbook's ratings of local tree care companies free until May 31 at Checkbook.org/WashingtonPost/trees.
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The Optimist
Why your dog steals your shoes and other canine behaviors explained
Humans and dogs have been best friends for millennia, but they still do quirky things we find mysterious. Experts explain some of the most common -- and funniest.

(Courtesy of Anna Sherman)


By Maggie Penman | 2026-04-16

Fae is a very good girl with an odd habit of collecting her humans' shoes. (Courtesy of Anna Sherman)


Humans and dogs have lived alongside one another for thousands of years, and our two species get along remarkably well. But there are still misunderstandings.
"People have an intuition about dogs' emotions," said Clive Wynne, director of the Canine Science Collaboratory at Arizona State University. "And yet, in fact, in an objective test, they're really quite bad at it."
We asked Washington Post readers and staff to submit questions about their dogs' bizarre behaviors, and then we asked three experts to explain.

Fae with a prize sneaker. (Courtesy of Anna Sherman)


Anna Sherman says she's stumped by why her dog Fae steals Sherman's shoes and bring them into her dog bed.
The experts suggested this might be Fae's way of saying "I love you."
Karen Jesch, a PhD student at the Boston College Canine Cognition Center, said that your pet prefers your smell to that of an unfamiliar human or dog and that the part of their brain that's associated with love and affection lights up when they smell a familiar human.
"Shoes have a very strong smell. But really importantly, that smell belongs to us," Jesch said. "My hypothesis would probably be that the dog is just taking something that smells a lot like their human. And it could maybe be a way of keeping that reminder of their favorite person close by."
Wynne noted that shoes don't smell gross to dogs.
"Shoes are generally packed full with the intense smell of their owner," Wynne said. "Dogs, generally speaking, are very driven by olfaction and don't have any of our disgust at certain kinds of smells that we would rather keep away from."
He guessed that Fae does this only when her owners aren't home -- which Sherman confirmed.
"There's something comforting about keeping the strong smell of a beloved human as close as possible," Wynne said.

Gracie howling to public radio, charming and puzzling her human.


Gracie, a 9-year-old border collie mix, is generally a vocal dog. But her owner, our colleague Sheila Hayes, wanted to know why Gracie howls at the radio, specifically NPR -- and only at NPR?
Wolves use howling as a "rallying call" to let members of their pack know their location. They can hear one another from miles away. Many of their domesticated descendants still howl, with some dogs even matching the pitch of music.
"Our dog when I was a kid used to start howling when my dad would start playing the violin, and we all thought it was just part of a family-wide cry of despair that this awful noise was going to start up again," Wynne said. "But in reality, the tones of the violin were triggering something in that little dog's brain that reminded him of rallying calls."
Wynne had two theories to explain Gracie's behavior. Either the frequency of the radio is making her think another dog is talking to her and she's trying to answer. Or the howling happened coincidentally once when NPR was on, and her human was so charmed by it that Gracie made it a habit.
"It could be that there was a random sound on NPR, maybe even, who knows, a report about wolves," Wynne said.
If the dog's owners reacted and gave her attention, the behavior was reinforced.
"Any behavior that's rewarded is more likely to be repeated in the future," Wynne said.

Gracie's morning routine involves singing along to NPR. (Courtesy of Sheila Hayes)



Dolly the doodle with a mouthful of kibble she's brought to the rug. (Courtesy of Amy Brittain)


Several people asked why their dogs move their food before eating it.
Amy Brittain's dog, Dolly, carries her food by the mouthful from her bowl to the living room every day so she can eat it on the rug. Fahey House's Westie, Marlie, pushes her food out of her bowl and onto the pad underneath.
Jesch said it's probably a matter of comfort.
"Some dogs might find their bowl uncomfortable," Jesch said. "Maybe the bowl slides around when they're trying to eat out of it. Maybe their name tag clinks on a metal bowl and they don't really like that sound very much."
Moving food is something canines do in the wild.
When feral dogs "find food, they don't just eat it right where they are," said Vanessa Woods, a research scientist and director of the Duke Puppy Kindergarten. "They may take it back to their den, they might have to feed puppies."
Experts said it may have to do with guarding resources, especially if the dog shares the home with other pets or kids. But it may also be personal preference, another way that humans and dogs are similar. You may prefer to eat at the kitchen counter or a table, or maybe take your food and eat sitting on the couch.

Marlie the Westie moves her food onto the mat under her bowl before eating it. (Courtesy of Fahey House)



Judy Zone's English Bulldog loves chasing swings


Judy Zone in Salt Lake City wrote in with a puzzler.
"Our English bulldog is obsessed with traffic cones and swings," Zone said. "We have yet to purchase her an outdoor swing ... but we have purchased her traffic cones that she works hard to destroy."
Woods said that most dogs have an instinctive desire to pull things apart but that they all like different materials.
"Some of them are real stuffy killers," she said. "They'll just murder every stuffy in the room. ... It looks like the bulldog just really likes that kind of texture. That's really his jam."
Jesch guessed that both the swing-chasing and the traffic-cone-destroying behaviors are connected to the inherited instinct of the predatory sequence -- search, chase, grab, dissect, eat.
"One of the pieces in there is dissect. And so it is just an instinct for animals, when you chase something and you acquire it, the next step is to pull it apart," Jesch said.
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Advice
Taking a job overseas will break my parents' hearts. Give advice to this Hax question.
Every week, we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice to a question Carolyn Hax hasn't answered.

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis/For The Washington Post)


By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2026-04-16
Carolyn Hax can't get to every question she receives, so each week we ask readers to think like an advice columnist and submit their advice. Out of the many great responses we receive, we select a few standouts to publish on Wednesdays.
Previous reader questions have been about worries for a daughter dating someone much older, finding hope after being cheated on and whether a boyfriend's disdain for dogs is a dealbreaker. No matter the question, Carolyn's readers always show up with thoughtful and useful advice. You can read last week's question and responses here.
This week's question is below. Check back Wednesday to read our favorite answers. Responses may be edited for length or clarity.
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Advice
Asking Eric: Rough nursing appointment scares patient
Can the letter writer ask for a different nurse after a bad appointment?

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By R. Eric  Thomas | 2026-04-16
Dear Eric: I have blood drawn weekly. The last time the needle prick stung a good bit unlike all the others and the next day my arm was black and blue. Next time when I go in, and my number is drawn, if I see that nurse, would it be acceptable to decline and say I'll wait for the next nurse?
-- Bad Blood Draw
Draw: That's acceptable -- it's your body and you should feel comfortable with how it's treated. You might get better results, however, by calling ahead or raising your concern about the last draw you had before taking a number. It's possible it was a one-time fluke or that the nursing staff can make adjustments to ensure it doesn't happen again.
Dear Eric: I am passionate about my political beliefs and display posters and other things showing it. Most people in my area believe the opposite. I'm wary of offending anyone who comes into my home in advance. I'd like to avoid it, if I can. Is this what I should be doing? I know how touchy a subject it is these days.
-- Agree to Disagree
Agree: At the risk of making the question too simple: are your signs saying offensive or abusive things? You write that your passion for your beliefs is what motivates you to display the signs in the first place. So, I can't help but wonder if you think that the signs might offend a passerby as well as a visitor to your home.
If the answer is yes, you might ask yourself what the distinction is between a passerby and a visitor, in your mind. And what you're trying to accomplish with your signage.
Ultimately, your passions are part of who you are. You demonstrate that by hanging the signs in the window. If you stand behind what you believe and think that having a public conversation about it is important, then visitors have the choice to either engage or stay away.
Dear Eric: In a recent column, "Concerned Daughter" wrote that her 87-year-old mother has pancreatic cancer and has been experiencing severe brain fog, fatigue and memory issues, yet she still drives.
A similar situation arose with my mother. I told her doctor that she was still driving. He ordered a driving assessment through a rehabilitation center.
She did poorly on the driving test, so they notified her insurance company, and they canceled her insurance. I "spirited away" her keys.
I believed that my mother's anger and/or depression at losing her independence was insignificant as compared to another human being to be injured or killed. I believe that it was my moral and ethical responsibility to do so. I could never have forgiven myself for not trying, if I hadn't done all I could to prevent such an occurrence and the worst happened.
-- My Ethical Responsibility
Responsibility: Thank you for your response and this suggestion. Many state DMVs make it possible for people to anonymously report drivers who are impaired or may be a danger to themselves and others. That's another option for the letter writer.
In my original response, I neglected to fully address the danger that the mother is likely posing by insisting on driving. While other aspects of the letter suggest that creating a boundary in the relationship will help everyone involved, it's imperative that the letter writer or someone close to her intervenes with her mother's driving right away.
Dear Eric: I love your column. I read with interest, the column regarding the person in the exercise class that counted loudly and was distracting to the writer ("The Count's Enemy").
As a fitness instructor for more than 22 years, I always encourage my students to count aloud as it helps with breathing during the class. You'd be surprised how many students hold their breath while exercising.
I even did contests to see which side of the room was louder. The participants were all energized and had fun in the classes.
That being said, I can understand if the class was a more low-key class and one person was being distracting to the others, that should be brought to the attention of the instructor. The instructor should be willing to make the class enjoyable for all the participants.
-- Counting On It
Counting: As someone who used to frequently forget to breathe in workout classes, I appreciate your technique. And you make a good point -- the counting may be beneficial to the counter or to the run of the class. The letter writer's best course of action is to talk to the instructor about the class environment. The writer may find that the instructor is also aware of the counting and doesn't see it as an impediment to a productive group workout.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Advice
Miss Manners: Friend keeps sending me mail meant for someone else
A disorganized friend keeps making the same mailing address mistake.

(The Washington Post/Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2026-04-16
Dear Miss Manners: I am casual friends with D and F. We all became friends when our boys were in elementary school, but now the boys are grown and we see each other infrequently, only getting together every couple of years.
A few years ago, D sent F a Christmas card, but sent it to our address accidentally. (I don't exchange Christmas cards with either of them, which is fine.) I texted both of them, we had a good laugh and I dropped off the card at F's house while running errands.
Six months later, we got a graduation announcement from D, meant for F. I mailed it directly to F in a larger envelope, and texted F to ask that she contact D directly to make sure she had their address. She said she would.
The following Christmas, we again got D's card, meant for F. I didn't text anyone; I just mailed it to F inside a larger Christmas card from our family, trying to embrace the spirit of the season.
This past Christmas, we received F's card from D once again. I texted D and was more firm this time about changing her records. She responded with a short but sincere apology text.
What should I do if I receive more cards meant for F? I think D is just disorganized (as opposed to lazy or entitled) and I don't want to cause drama. I could continue to just forward it (which is irritating to me), or I could put it back in the mailbox stamped "not at this address" (which seems cold, but would force her to change her records). I could also text D in November when she is actually addressing the cards and remind her to update her records (which seems like overreaching).
What do you suggest?
Unless you plan to be the E in this drama forever, you have two choices. You can hand future pieces back to the mail carrier and let the post office deal with it, or you can start a pile of items to forward when you get around to it.
Miss Manners allows for the possibility that you may not get around to it before retiring or dying. She is merely suggesting you not throw the items out, as then you would have to explain yourself if D discovers the items have not arrived.
Dear Miss Manners: In the months following my husband's passing, several people in the community either brought me a meal they had prepared or invited me out to dinner at a restaurant.
These were people I do not know well and have not otherwise socialized with. I gave them heartfelt thanks at the time and sent thank-you notes afterward.
What are my reciprocal obligations to them? Am I required to make them a meal or invite them out in response?
Only in like circumstances, i.e., when they suffer a loss -- which, of course, you and Miss Manners hope will not occur.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2025 Judith Martin
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Live Chats
Dining chat: Do I really have to tip 20% at bakeries and cafes?
Washington Post food critic Elazar Sontag entertains your restaurant questions, rants and raves.

(The Washington Post)


By Elazar Sontag | 2026-04-15
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Food
A creamy skillet chicken bridges the gap between winter and spring
Comfort food isn't just for cold weather, as this one-pan chicken dinner proves.

Skillet Chicken With Mushrooms, Snap Peas and Tarragon Sauce. (Tom McCorkle/For The Washington Post; food styling by Gina Nistico)


By Ellie Krieger | 2026-04-15
This time of year, the kind of food I crave is as conflicted as the weather. The longer days and generally warmer temperatures make me want lighter meals that brim with bright crispness. But there is also a lingering chill in the air that insists I need something warm and comforting. Happily, there are meals like this one that straddle the shoulder season seamlessly, offering both springy freshness and a cozy, feel-good factor.
Get the recipe: Skillet Chicken With Mushrooms, Snap Peas and Tarragon Sauce
In this recipe, the latter comes from a creamy mushroom sauce that tastes comfortingly familiar -- reminiscent of the kind made from a can of cream of mushroom soup you might have grown up with, but infinitely more delectable, without much more effort.

The sauce is built in the skillet layer by layer, starting with browning the chicken, followed by cooking aromatics, then adding flour, milk and broth. (Tom McCorkle/For The Washington Post; food styling by Gina Nistico)


The sauce's flavor starts with browning the chicken in the skillet. Once the chicken is transferred to a plate, the tasty bits left in the pan (sometimes referred to as "fond") begin to dissolve when a mix of sliced mushrooms are added to saute. Any combination of mushrooms works, but using a variety lends a lovely blend of earthy flavors and textures to the sauce. Shallots and garlic add more depth, and a sprinkle of tarragon brings a distinctive anise note and hints at the bright vegetables to come. Chicken broth and whole milk (rather than cream) are stirred in and simmered to create a sauce that is light yet lusciously thick and creamy. A touch of mustard heightens it further.
The chicken is nestled back into the pan to cook through, where the sauce envelopes it like a cashmere blanket. Then a burst of freshness is introduced in the form of a handful of sugar snap peas. They are cooked in the sauce until just crisp-tender and still bright green, bringing an unmistakable springlike vibrancy to the dish. Sprinkled with more fresh tarragon, it's a sumptuous and healthful skillet dinner that satisfies the dueling cravings of the season.
Get the recipe: Skillet Chicken With Mushrooms, Snap Peas and Tarragon Sauce
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Going Out Guide
The 32 best things to do in the D.C. area this weekend and next week
Celebrate D.C. Emancipation Day with music and a parade, attend a screening at Filmfest DC, or find the perfect blooms at a two-day garden festival.

(Town of Leesburg Parks & Recreation)


By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2026-04-16
Washington has emerged from a month of cherry blossom-themed gatherings and festivals to find a wide-ranging set of weekend activities, including the return of Filmfest DC and parades and concerts to celebrate D.C. Emancipation Day. Get an early start on Earth Day -- and find more Earth Day events and volunteer opportunities in our Earth Day guide -- or wish Shakespeare a happy birthday at the Folger Shakespeare Library. Dog lovers can join 2,000 humans and their pups on a walk through Alexandria, while festivals put flowers, pickles and local music in the spotlight. Find the perfect new outfit or accessory at a pop-up market, or dance to a DJ spinning Asian pop, Afrobeats, hip-hop or techno.
Filmfest DC
The Washington, DC International Film Festival celebrates a big anniversary this spring, marking 40 years in the nation's capital with more than 3,600 films screened throughout its run. This year, the action is centered around downtown's Regal Gallery Place theater complex. The vast offerings are grouped into categories such as documentaries on social issues, international music, lighthearted comedies and international cinema. In that latter category, there are some heavy-hitters in the "World View" section of the festival, including family drama "Sundays," which nabbed multiple awards including best picture, best director and best actress at Spain's Goya Awards. Political nail-biter "The Negotiator," the best film winner at the Italian Golden Globes, also graces Filmfest DC. Through April 26. $15 for most individual films and short programs; Prices vary for special events and multi-film passes.
District Day at the National Museum of African American History and Culture
The National Museum of African American History and Culture is a top draw for tourists, but every April, the museum celebrates locals at D.C. Emancipation Day. The annual holiday commemorates the 1862 law that freed enslaved people in Washington, D.C., well before the Emancipation Proclamation or the 13th Amendment. Look for a trunk show with Black-owned businesses in the Heritage Hall, and a performance by go-go legends Rare Essence beginning at noon. 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Free for D.C. residents; others must register for timed-entry passes.
Day of Play at RFK at the Fields at RFK
With D.C. public schools on spring break, you might be looking for ways to keep the kids entertained and busy outside of the house. That's the goal of D.C.'s annual Day of Play, which brings youth and adults to the RFK campus for hours of sports and art activities. Last year's busy schedule included flag football, kickball, tug of war, rock climbing and even horseback rides. The day also features food trucks and live entertainment. Advance registration is recommended, and participants should pick a team color -- red, white or blue -- to earn points in competitive games. All ages are welcome, but everyone under the age of 18 must be accompanied by an adult. Noon to 4 p.m. Free. Online registration recommended. Check-in for preregistered participants begins at 11 a.m.; On-site registration begins at 11:30 a.m.
Trivia Night at Hillwood Museum
How much do you know about telling time? Trivia night at the Hillwood Estate, Museum and Gardens begins with self-guided tours of the current exhibition, "On Time," a display of lavishly decorated clocks and watches, and the estate's acres of gardens, before settling in with food and drinks for a time-inspired quiz run by New Columbia Pub Quiz. Teams are limited to groups of four, with prizes for the smartest participants. 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. $10.
Reading of the Names at the African American Civil War Memorial
The African American Civil War Memorial honors D.C. Emancipation Day by reading the names of more than 3,100 formerly enslaved people freed by the passage of the District of Columbia Compensated Emancipation Act. Members of the community are invited to sign up to read a selection of names. 11 a.m. Free.
Hillwood Earth Day Celebration
Marjorie Merriweather Post's Hillwood Estate, Museum & Gardens is known for its acres of lush gardens and well-stocked greenhouses, and its staff is eager to share tips on sustainable gardening. Join a special eco-themed gardening tour, and then visit environmental-action info tables set up throughout the grounds. Visit all the tables and you'll receive a free native plant to take home. Other Earth Day perks include free coffee for those who bring their own mug, and discounts in the gift shop on items from sustainable vendors. 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. $20 for adults, $17 for seniors, $10 for college students, $5 for children ages 6 to 18, and free for children age 6 and younger.
Chinatown Funk Express at Lucky Danger
A dance party honoring "the golden era of Asian pop music, from the '70s to today" takes over Lucky Danger with selectors Les the DJ and Dippin' Records founder DJ Saucy Lady. As you groove, check out a pop-up night market with Asian records, zines and art, or get a Korean oracle or tarot reading. Lucky Danger offers its usual menu of American-Chinese cuisine and cocktails. 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. $22.85 in advance, $28.55 at the door.
Juliana Huxtable at Transmission
In a WiFi world, we don't think about ethernets anymore. But that technology is not just a bedrock for the internet, but also for cyberpunk art: Think neuromancers jacking into the matrix. That hardwired connection is explored at the techno party series Ethernet, with pulsing beats and triggered samples uniting music and revelers. Leading the way is Texas-born multidisciplinary artist Juliana Huxtable, along with a crew of DJs -- N3urodegenerate, Vivian Oblivion, Solidare and Ether Pleaser -- who are rewiring D.C. dance floors. 10 p.m. $19.99.
Chacho Pop-Up at Metrobar
D.C. aguardiente distillers Chacho closed their Manor Park tasting room in late March, but they're already back with a pop-up at the Metro-themed Metrobar beer garden. Stop by for a menu of cocktails using the jalapeno-infused spirits, or, on Fridays between 6 and 9 p.m., visit a tasting bar for free samples. As with Chacho's previous pop-up at Le Mont Royal, expect themed art and photo ops. Ongoing. Free admission; drink prices vary.
Shakespeare's Birthday Celebration at Folger Shakespeare Library
"Happy 462nd birthday, dear William Shakespeare, happy birthday to you," is what the crowd will be singing at the Folger Shakespeare Library on April 18, as the Bard's birthday is celebrated with a busy afternoon of activities. Visitors can watch stage combat exhibitions and a sonnet competition; practice writing with a quill; see a printing press in operation; and try on Shakespearean costumes. The Reading Room is open for tours and a game of "Swift or Shakespeare?" before birthday cupcakes are served on the front lawn. At 7 p.m., Emma Smith, a professor of Shakespeare Studies at Oxford University, gives the annual Shakespeare's Birthday Lecture in the Folger Theatre, discussing "identity, displacement, prejudice, and the figure of the 'good immigrant'" across Shakespeare's plays. 11 a.m. Free. No tickets are required for daytime activities, but reservations are requested for the evening lecture.
Leesburg Flower and Garden Festival
Plants and pedestrians take over the streets of downtown Leesburg's historic district during this annual festival. Multiple blocks are transformed into a showcase for garden designers and landscapers, while dozens of vendors hawk flowers, equipment and accessories. The town green will host family-friendly music and dance performances, games and arts and crafts, while the rooftop of the main parking garage is transformed into a beer garden with drinks from Loudoun County breweries and wineries, as well as live entertainment. Saturday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free admission to festival; $17 to enter beer garden, including two drinks.
La Braucinera at DC Brau
When DC Brau poured its first beers on April 15, 2011, it became the first production brewery to operate in the District since the old Heurich Brewery closed in 1956. Now the city's largest brewery is throwing itself a quinceanera to mark 15 years in business. There's music from D.C. ska fixtures the Pietasters, who once brewed a beer with DC Brau, and mariachi band Mariachi Imperio. Two beers are making their debut: Declaration is a helles lager celebrating the anniversary, while Baby Wings is a toned-down, lower-alcohol version of Brau's popular On the Wings of Armageddon double IPA. The indoor/outdoor party also includes food vendors and rare beers on tap, with a portion of ticket sales benefiting local nonprofit Ayuda. 1 to 9 p.m. $28.52.
ALX Dog Walk at Oronoco Bay Park
More than 2,000 dog lovers and their pups are expected to descend on Alexandria's Oronoco Bay Park for the fifth annual ALX Dog Walk. The morning event begins with a two-mile stroll through the city -- with free coffee for the first 500 walkers -- that features pop-up performances by entertainers including the Alexandria Symphony Orchestra. The walk winds up back at the riverfront park, where activities include a dog obstacle course, a dog show and contest -- this year's theme is "wedding chic" -- and adoptable dogs to meet. Browse the sustainability festival for eco-friendly products and a display of art made from plastic. 7 to 11 a.m. Walk begins at 8:15. $35, with or without a dog.
'A Day Unplugged' at the Anacostia Community Museum
The Smithsonian Anacostia Community Museum's mindful Earth Day programming invites visitors to connect with nature, whether that's through a workshop on container gardening or a sound bath offering a chance to reflect on the Earth's beauty. Kids can drop in for free play or create a craft, like a painted rock paperweight, and everyone can shop for locally grown produce at the museum's farm stand. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free; reserve a spot online.
Pickle and International Food Fest at Crooked Run
Rejoice, lovers of all things tart, tangy, spicy and briny: Crooked Run's Pickle and International Food Festival features a dozen pickle vendors from across the region, as well as housemade sour pickle beers, pickleback shots and a pickle soda. If you don't love pickles, there are a dozen food trucks offering unfermented dishes, a full lineup of craft brews, and a vendor market. No matter your taste, there's live music -- don't miss Pickleback!, a Nickelback cover band on Saturday night -- and games and entertainment for kids and adults. A VIPP ticket, which stands for Very Important Pickle Person, allows for early entry plus a goody bag. Saturday from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., Sunday from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. $5 per day; $25 two-day VIPP pass.
That's So Vintage at the Square
More than 50 vintage dealers from up and down the East Coast are bringing retro clothing, jewelry, handbags, hats, sunglasses, home goods and accessories to downtown food hall the Square this weekend, curated by Union Market shop Vintage Vintage Vintage. Early-access tickets cost twice as much as a standard two-day pass but allow fashionistas to enter the sale at 10 a.m. instead of noon on the first day. Saturday from noon to 5 p.m., Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. $6-$10 per day; $15 two-day pass; $30 early-access two-day pass.
Flourish: A Spring Market Event at Museum of Contemporary Art Arlington
The Museum of Contemporary Art Arlington hosts more than 20 local makers at its "Made in Arlington" market, an indoor and outdoor event that mixes shopping with hands-on crafting and artist talks in the galleries. Food and drinks are available outside, and visitors can purchase tickets for yoga workshops or a sound bath for an additional fee. Noon to 4 p.m. Free.
District Sounds festival at the Wharf
Student musicians share the stage with professional artists at this genre-bending festival, held outdoors on the District Pier at the Wharf. Blues singer Carly Harvey and her band are joined by students from the Columbia Heights Education Campus; Colombian-born singer Verny Varela and Tumba'o perform a mix of Latin rhythms with the Oyster School Choir; and the Georgetown University Orchestra performs a classical set on its own before being joined by D.C. rapper Oddisee and Good Compny. There's also a "flamenco vs. tap" dance battle and a set by DJ Unown. 3 to 9 p.m. $12.
Crush second anniversary
Two dance floors, a patio with a retractable roof, drag bingo and Sunday Funday parties with free hot dogs are just some of the reasons that we enjoy Crush, an LGBTQ bar and nightspot near 14th and U streets. Run by the former owners of Dupont Circle staple Cobalt, Crush is celebrating its second birthday this weekend with a series of parties. Free vodka on Friday from 10 to 11 p.m.! Free nachos in addition to the usual hot dogs on Sunday, beginning at 2 p.m.! But if we had to pick one day to venture out, it's Saturday afternoon. The Capital Weather Gang is predicting sunny skies and summer temperatures, and the bar is pouring $2 crushes -- the staple beach cocktail with fresh juice and vodka -- from 2 to 4 p.m. Through Sunday. Times vary. Free.
Glow Block Party
A year after headlining the massive Project Glow festival at the RFK Festival Grounds, English DJ Chris Lake is coming back to D.C. This time, though, he's the featured artist at the first Glow Block Party, an electronic music event shutting down Pennsylvania Avenue NW outside the National Gallery of Art. Expect Lake's usual mix of tech house and crossover beats -- this is a DJ who can make thunderous bangers with Skrillex and also remix Taylor Swift's lead single -- with support from Joy Anonymous, Club de Combat and Nadia. Organizers promise art installations, food trucks and other surprises at the multi-block party. Attendees must be 18 years old to enter. VIP tickets include private seating, bar area and bathrooms, plus early admission. 4 to 10 p.m. $111.90-$123.10.
Ivy Lab at Transmission
When seminal electronic duo Ivy Lab announced in January that 2026 would be its last operational year, members Stray and Sabre promised in an Instagram post that they would "look ahead to new adventures in sound." What a perfect thesis statement for a group that has, for more than a decade, been a dynamic force of experimentation. As a pioneer in halftime and an inspirational industry mainstay in drum 'n' bass, the partnership has long produced EDM that is at once liquid and transcendent. But it's not over yet. In that same post, they made another promise: "We don't intend on leaving quietly." 10 p.m. $35.85.
Zim @ 46 at Lydia on H
April 18 is Zimbabwe's Independence Day, and there will be dancing all night at Lydia on H to celebrate. After an appearance by amapiano star Vigro Deep at Throw Social, the party moves to Lydia for a night of Afrobeats, amapiano, zimdancehall and Zimbabwe's urban grooves, with DJs Jaha, Mobu, Nhunzi and Beekay. 10 p.m. Free.
Art and Alleyways walking tour in Blagden Alley
These days, the mazelike alleyways of Blagden Alley and Naylor Court are filled with trendy restaurants and bars, and lofts transformed into condos. However, it wasn't that long ago that alley communities were demonized by city officials as dirty, dangerous slums. Katie Kirkpatrick of Off the Mall Tours leads a 90-minute walking tour highlighting the history of these alleys -- now a historic district -- that winds up at Blagden Alley's NCO Gallery. Stick around to check out an exhibit of international art, and for a reception featuring live music by Brad Pugh of Practically Einstein. 5 to 10 p.m. $47.70.
'!Puro Ritmo!' at the National Museum of American History
Musicians like Tito Puente and Celia Cruz are in the spotlight in the National Museum of American History's exhibit "!Puro Ritmo! The Musical Journey of Salsa." This bilingual exhibition was organized by the in-the-works National Museum of the American Latino, which claims gallery space within the American History museum's first floor. Visitors can get a better understanding of how Afro-Cuban rhythms evolved into the musical genre we know today as salsa, thanks to the 300 objects on display. Exhibition ongoing. Free.
D.C. Emancipation Day Parade and Concert
On April 16, 1862, President Abraham Lincoln signed the District of Columbia Compensated Emancipation Act, abolishing slavery in D.C. nine months before the Emancipation Proclamation took effect. The city's annual Emancipation Day celebration begins with a parade on Pennsylvania Avenue NW between Ninth and 12th streets, featuring marching bands, dance troupes and community groups, beginning at 1:30 p.m. That flows into a concert at Freedom Plaza featuring rapper T.I., Grammy-winning R&B star (and D.C. native) Mya, gospel singer Tye Tribbett, go-go artists Backyard Band and Sugar Bear, and the cast of "44: The Musical," which is currently playing at the Shakespeare Theatre Company. The concert grounds open at 1 p.m., with performances starting at 2:30 p.m. 1 to 8:30 p.m. Free; reservation requested.
Funset Home Opener at Dew Drop Inn
D.C.'s best weekly outdoor dance party is the Funset, which finds veteran party-rockers Jahsonic and Harry Hotter bringing the funk, rare grooves, vintage hip-hop and old-school R&B that you've heard them play everywhere from Marvin to Eighteenth Street Lounge to Heist. But at Funset, the deep and familiar grooves inspire euphoric dancing and a communal celebration on the patio. It's mobbed, but in the best possible way. Get there early for drinks and to visit the food trucks before squeezing onto the dance floor. 4 to 10 p.m. Free.
Fran Vielma's Pan American Jazz Orchestra at Lamont Plaza
The Pan American Jazz Orchestra fuses contemporary American jazz with the styles of composers and musicians from Central and South America, led by Venezuelan percussionist Fran Vielma. The group's annual free outdoor concert in Mount Pleasant is a chance to dance and enjoy the diverse sounds while picnicking with food from the many restaurants on Mount Pleasant Street. 1 to 3 p.m. Free.
'Taqueria Palestina' Pop-Up at Yellow Union Market
Palestinian American comedian Mo Amer's acclaimed Netflix series "Mo" features an episode that revolves around "fusion" tacos made with falafel. (No spoilers, because you really should watch the show.) Those tacos are coming to life for a one-day pop-up at Yellow's Union Market location, thanks to a collaboration between Amer, Yellow and taco emporium La Tejana. Yellow promises "tacos with a twist -- from falafel con queso to kebab de care," but we know the line is going to be as long as the Rio Grande, so get there early. Noon "until sold out." Prices vary.
Monster Movie Monday at Comet Ping Pong
"Gremlins 3" isn't coming out until next year, so why not reacquaint yourself with 1990s "Gremlins 2: The New Batch" while you wait? The sequel, while featuring the beloved mogwai Gizmo, transfers the action to New York City, where the monstrous gremlins run riot with predictable -- sometimes all-too-predictable -- results. (Washington Post critic Hal Hinson didn't think much of the film, but described the gremlins as "pure libidinous energy, greedy, violent, destruction-minded -- in short, the ideal summer movie heroes.") This screening is part of Comet Ping Pong's "Monster Movie Mondays" series, which features movies on a big screen in the pizzeria's back room, preceded by trailers and short films. The event is open to all ages, but you'll want to arrive early to find a seat and order a pie. 6:30 p.m. Free.
Jazz Afternoons at the National Museum of American History
The National Museum of American History's holdings are so vast that the museum only displays a fraction of the 1.7 million items in its collection. The items tucked away in storage, according to the museum, include 100,000 pages of Duke Ellington's music, Benny Goodman's clarinet, and Ella Fitzgerald's dresses. To celebrate Jazz History Month, curators are bringing some of these rare artifacts out of the vault for the public to enjoy. Ask questions of curators while listening to members of the acclaimed Smithsonian Jazz Masterworks Orchestra jam with each other. 1 p.m. Free.
Union Station in Bloom's Earth Day
Travelers passing through Union Station have a reason to stick around during the transit center's Earth Day celebrations. Event company Brightly Ever After is creating a large-scale installation inspired by sustainability that will be on display April 20-24. On April 22, the installation becomes interactive, with displays where passersby can pick mini flower bouquets. Lunchtime (noon to 2 p.m.) brings a special eco-themed performance from the jazz guitar group Guitar Renegades, with an encore performance at 4. Noon to 6 p.m. Free.
'Get Crafty!' at Heurich House
Dupont Circle's historic Heurich House Museum welcomes crafters of all stripes to the monthly "Get Crafty!" gatherings in its backyard beer garden. The first edition of 2026 has an America 250 theme, with visitors asked to use images from magazines, record covers and found art to create a "Re-Visioning the American Dream" vision board. All materials are provided, and you can also bring your own needlepoint, knitting or other projects to work on in the shady garden. Craft beverages, including local beer, cider and nonalcoholic options, are available for purchase. 5 to 7 p.m. Free.
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TV
'Beef' is back with searing second season, inspired by real-life shouting match
Lee Sung Jin follows up his Emmy-winning hit with a second installment, about warring couples, a California country club and the Korean cosmetic surgery industry.

Season 2 of "Beef" stars Charles Melton, left, Cailee Spaeny, Carey Mulligan and Oscar Isaac. (Netflix)


By Thomas Floyd | 2026-04-16
Lee Sung Jin is not inherently cocksure. If anything, the "Beef" creator defaults to self-deprecation.
Take the 44-year-old's penchant for spinning fiction out of real-life occurrences. "I have a very limited imagination," Lee deadpans. "I kind of have to wait for the universe to show me things." Reflecting on his experience making Season 1 of "Beef," the zeitgeist-seizing Netflix anthology that yielded eight Emmys and 13 nominations in 2023, Lee cites an online meme of a Venn diagram. "Crippling self-doubt" sits in one circle. "Absolute narcissism" occupies the other. The overlap? "Art."
"That," he says with a laugh, "was the process."
Yet Lee recalls feeling unusually assured when he gathered his writers for "Beef," a darkly comic psychodrama about a road-rage incident and the all-consuming rivalry that ensues. Pulling up an email to his staff from April 23, 2021, Lee cringes at the bravado but marvels at the prescience.
Here we are, the greatest writers' room ever assembled. The Television Academy will want a copy of this email after we make the best show of all time that gets nominated for 15 Emmys.
"I was off by two," Lee quips. "It was one of those things where you just intuitively can feel when you're tapped into something. It truly isn't even an arrogance thing. You just feel like you're channeling something from above -- something bigger than you."
Lee says he embarked on Season 2 with comparable confidence -- even if he acknowledges feeling the nerves as we grab lunch at his D.C. hotel, shortly before all eight episodes hit Netflix on Thursday. (Lee was in town for a screening of the show hosted by Netflix and the Korean Cultural Center.) You wouldn't sense any anxiety from his demeanor: Serene and insightful, the bespectacled Lee exudes both the otherworldly wit that permeates the show's biting humor and a disarming warmth that belies his outsize creative reputation.
Starting from scratch, Season 2 of "Beef" introduces a pair of warring couples who have crossed paths at a lavish California country club. Engaged Gen Zers Ashley (played by Cailee Spaeny) and Austin (Charles Melton) stumble upon married millennials Josh (Oscar Isaac) and Lindsay (Carey Mulligan) in a disturbing tussle veering toward violence, and the incident sparks a chain reaction of explosive events.
Spanning Los Angeles and Seoul, the second season makes for another thorny negotiation of the human condition. The capitalist systems fueling socioeconomic inequality go under the microscope. The same goes for the American health care system and South Korea's cosmetic surgery industry. Lee also serves up a multipronged interrogation of how domestic bliss can crumble, over time or all at once.
The result still feels like "Beef" -- the unhinged feuding, the black comedy, the dashes of surrealism, the jolts of violence, the cultural commentary -- while carving its own identity.
"Sonny doesn't want to repeat himself, and he'll never repeat himself," says Melton, referring to Lee by his nickname. "Sonny experiences life, and has such a deep emotional sensitivity to it and such a brilliant filter of a mind to express his artistry."

Lee Sung Jin based Season 2 of "Beef" on a domestic incident in his Southern California neighborhood. (Maya Dehlin Spach/Getty Images)


Although "Beef" was billed as a limited series, Lee says his initial pitch included a handful of ideas for subsequent seasons. Riding high off the first installment, which was inspired by a real road-rage incident Lee experienced, he circled back to those pitches and crafted fresh ones.
One depicted a beef in a high school orchestra. Another focused on triplet sisters. Lee also imagined a family planning to rob football legend Tom Brady. The idea of following tennis doubles partners seemed appealing before the 2024 movie "Challengers" undercut the thought. One after another, the pitches were declined by Netflix executive Jinny Howe.
"She eventually pulled me aside," Lee recalls, "and wisely told me, 'Sonny, I can tell you're just pitching to pitch. We can talk about a different show together. You should only do "Beef" if you find something that you're actually really passionate about, and I'm just not feeling that for you,' which is a brutal callout to hear from essentially your boss."
Howe, the streamer's vice president of original series, confirms his recollection. "Given that he works in such a unique and specific way, where it really is coming from the inside out, I was just making sure he had a moment to kind of take a beat," she says. "He sees the world in a really unique way. It's always illuminating. But I think ['Beef' had] the thing underneath it, which is, 'Here's what I really want to say.'"
Had Lee not found what he wanted to say, he was ready to walk away from the show. "But," he says, "real life kind of hit me in the face."
This time around, Lee's Southern California neighbors offered the inspiration. Hearing a "heated debate" from one couple's home, Lee wandered over and checked from a distance before ultimately walking away. The incident, he clarifies, wasn't as intense as what is depicted in the show's opening. But he was fascinated by the generation gap that emerged as he recounted the shouting match to others.
"I found that my Gen Z peers would just react so severely, being like, 'You just call 911. I can't believe that. Are you going to go back and check on them?'" Lee recalls. "When I told the story to people my age or older, they'd just be like, 'I mean, who doesn't fight?'"
It was this concept -- and the layers of humanist exploration that accompanied it -- that got a swift "yes" from Howe. In crafting a narrative, Lee followed the same formula as in the first season: 35 percent comedy and broken psychology, a la "The Sopranos" or Paul Thomas Anderson; 35 percent propulsion and bingeability, a la "The White Lotus"; and 30 percent warm pathos, a la Ingmar Bergman and Hirokazu Koreeda. And, Lee says, a season of "Beef" must also wrestle with the "shadow self," the Carl Jung idea about the unconscious aspects of one's psychological being.
"I think the show is almost an excavation of our shadow selves," Lee says, "so that we all look at it and actually try to integrate it into our lives, rather than shove it and ignore it and repress it."

Oscar Isaac and Carey Mulligan portray a married couple at odds in Season 2 of "Beef." (Netflix)



Charles Melton and Cailee Spaeny play an engaged couple working at a lavish California country club. (Netflix)


Despite Lee's auteur reputation, Melton describes a collaborator who leaned heavily on his cast -- also including Korean legends Youn Yuh-jung and Song Kang-ho -- for ideas. "Sonny and I would talk to 2 or 3 o'clock in the morning, just about everything -- life, our experiences, existentialism," Melton says. "It's a gift for an actor to work with a filmmaker and work with an auteur like Sonny, where there's this innate trust."
Such is the method of a creative mind always unearthing real-life inspiration. Case in point: The country club setting came about after Lee house sat for a friend with a membership at the Montecito Club in Santa Barbara, California. The show's swerve into the K-beauty industry followed Lee's experience at a Korean skin care clinic. A harrowing bottle episode set in an American emergency room -- the "incompetency porn" equivalent to "The Pitt's" competency porn, Lee jokes -- was largely a beat-for-beat re-creation of a 10-hour ordeal Lee endured.
"I'm just always writing stuff down," Lee says. "Our psychology is so complex and so interesting that there's just an endless well everywhere."
Jake Schreier, the "Beef" director tapped to helm Marvel's X-Men reboot, recently revealed that Lee is writing that superpowered blockbuster with Joanna Calo. So it might be a while before a third season of "Beef" comes to fruition -- if it happens at all. But, as always, Lee remains open to whatever creative spark comes his way.
"The universe," he says, "is genius."
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Music
They splurged for Coachella tickets. They got scammed instead.
Would-be attendees who got swindled told The Post that ticket scams seemed widespread this year -- a characterization some resellers disputed.

The 2026 Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival this month in Indio, California. (Emma McIntyre/Getty Images)


By Ethan Beck | 2026-04-16
Matt Rossi spent about $1,700 on StubHub for access to the first weekend of Coachella, which wrapped up Sunday, traveling from Manhattan to the California desert for the popular annual music festival. He received a wristband (the festival's form of ticket) in the mail with a handwritten note from his seller, supposedly named Tyler, before registering the band under his own name through the Coachella app.
Rossi had been excited to attend, and he had loaded up on phone chargers, sunscreen and curated outfits in anticipation of the trip. But the reality on the ground in Indio was not what he expected. Instead, the 30-year-old likened his experience at the festival to the reality show "Survivor."
"Your phone's dying. There's no phone service," Rossi, a fitness influencer, said. "You're navigating huge crowds of ... thousands of people. You're kind of concerned about crowd crush at times."
All of this happened before Rossi had his wristband confiscated by a Coachella customer service employee. Rossi learned Saturday morning that his wristband had been reported lost or stolen by the individual who initially bought the ticket. Since he got the ticket via StubHub, a third-party ticket resale site, he was told there was nothing Coachella could do. The person who sold it to Rossi had likely already received a replacement. After he got a wristband from a friend who was leaving the festival early, StubHub refunded Rossi and offered him some site credits. But, by then, he had soured on the festival entirely.
"I think if there was some sort of make-good situation happening, then I would [go back]," Rossi said. "But otherwise, I don't know that I'll be returning soon."
A spokesperson for Goldenvoice, the company that organizes Coachella, didn't respond to The Washington Post's request for comment.
With a festival like Coachella, where roughly 125,000 people attend each day while hundreds more attempt to find a way in, it's a given that some attendees will deal with ticket scams. But some who were swindled out of their wristbands told The Post that ticket scams seemed widespread this year -- a characterization some ticket resellers disputed. Some of the ripped-off attendees were given new tickets or refunds from ticket resale sites StubHub or Vivid Seats, while others who found tickets through social media or the marketplace service OfferUp had to shell out for another wristband -- or eat their losses and head home.
Once described as the "anti-Woodstock" because of the inaugural Coachella's emphasis on organization and quality acts -- this year's headliners over two weekends include Justin Bieber, Karol G and Sabrina Carpenter -- the music festival has developed into a pop culture phenomenon and social-media status symbol. More recently, it's been dubbed "the influencer Super Bowl," a playground for short-form content and branded sponsorships. Attendance has steadily grown since its 1999 debut and tickets for one weekend now cost at least $549. Last weekend, celebs from Timothee Chalamet to Katy Perry -- with former Canadian prime minister Justin Trudeau in tow -- milled about the festival grounds.

Festivalgoers enjoy the music during Coachella's first weekend. (Amy Harris/Amy Harris/Invision/AP)


While those VIPs got to see Bieber, some Coachella regulars were stuck on the other side of the fence, searching for backup tickets. After having her wristband reported lost or stolen, Lauren Esparza, 29, wasn't able to find a replacement. Some of her friends reached out and said they too had purchased tickets from third-party sites only to be told the same thing. Reddit, meanwhile, is awash with forums complaining of shady cash payments, missing packages and other potential scams.
"This is the first year where I've heard about so many people getting scammed," said Esparza, who had been to Coachella six times before and had used the OfferUp app before without any problems. Her weekend tickets cost $600 each. In an email, Kelly Stephenson, OfferUp's vice president of marketing and communications, told The Post: "During the festival period, we've been in regular contact with the Coachella team and have taken action on listings that violate our policies."
Coachella offers a resale platform through the ticket service AXS and discourages buying tickets from any other platform. "The festival won't service, authenticate, or support passes purchased from any unauthorized third parties and are unable to assist in any such transactions," the festival's website reads.
Third-party ticket sellers were quick to dispel the idea that ticket issues were common for Coachella's first weekend. (The festival's second weekend kicks off on Friday.) Jill Gonzalez, a spokesperson for StubHub, said in an email that instances where sold wristbands were then reported missing were rare. "Although it might not seem like it," Gonzalez wrote, "nearly 100% of our Coachella Weekend 1 orders went through without a hitch."
While concertgoers like Esparza and Rossi had their wristbands in advance only to find out they had been marked stolen, some Coachella-bound concertgoers never got their bracelets. After using resale platform Vivid Seats to buy three wristbands for $1,820, Elexis Willingham received a package that was supposed to contain her tickets, only to find several blank sheets of printer paper.
"The way that Vivid Seats works is, if something like this happens, they told me they basically charged [the seller] 300 percent per ticket that they sold," Willingham, 31, said, adding that Vivid Seats quickly found new tickets for her at no extra cost. "They're gonna get their karma anyways." A spokesperson for Vivid Seats confirmed in an email that Willingham's seller was penalized and banned from the platform.
Others weren't so lucky. Joe Ceraulo posted on Threads that he was looking for a last-minute way to get into the festival, before jumping on a phone call with someone with the Threads username therealdjroww. Ceraulo paid him $300 via Apple Cash for a so-called "artist pass," which would have included lodging and parking.
"His T's were crossed and his I's were dotted, to his credit," Ceraulo, 27, of West Los Angeles, said, before admitting that the offer was too good to be true. "He had a lot of details: You're going to get an email and you're going to present this to the people at the gate and they're going to let you in for parking and they'll show you where to park and where you're staying."
When reached by phone, therealdjroww responded to The Post's questions by uttering an expletive before hanging up. Several other accounts on Threads recalled similar interactions with therealdjroww. On Monday, the user claimed to have passes for the second weekend.
Even though Coachella doesn't take responsibility for tickets sold through third parties, Esparza thinks they should implement an ID requirement so that attendees can prove that either they bought the ticket or the person they purchased it from has transferred it to them. She filed a report with her local police department but, otherwise, didn't feel like there was much she could do.
Despite being a Coachella regular, Esparza, a fitness instructor from Newport Beach, California, was particularly looking forward to this festival because of Bieber's headlining sets. Instead of seeing the pop heartthrob up-close, she was stuck watching Bieber cycle through his hits from the online Coachella live stream while sitting at her parent's house nearby, cautiously looking for a cheap, resale ticket online.
"I watched him for a little bit and it was a bittersweet moment," Esparza said. "But then back to the search. I feel like my eyes are swollen from being on my phone for so long looking."
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Theater
'Death of a Salesman' and 'Cats' are back on Broadway. Both are triumphs.
John Lithgow is Tony-worthy in "Giant," Alden Ehrenreich steals the show in "Becky Shaw," and "Dog Day Afternoon" gets a wayward adaptation.

Nathan Lane and Laurie Metcalf star in the Broadway revival of "Death of a Salesman." (Emilio Madrid)


By Thomas Floyd | 2026-04-15
NEW YORK -- The seismic "Death of a Salesman" revival now on Broadway begins with the crank of a garage door retracting and the crunch of a mid-century Chevy grinding to a stop. As the headlights flooded the Winter Garden Theatre at a recent performance, then dimmed once the ignition ceased, my vision readjusted to the dark, and I saw more than a few flashes.
I got stars in my eyes, in other words. What a way to reintroduce Willy Loman and his tragic tale of toxic idealism.
When Nathan Lane staggers out of that red 1964 Chevelle Malibu -- one of several anachronisms purposefully peppered throughout this timeless revival -- he dutifully carries the labored gait and wearied tenor of a man crippled by the fallibility of the American Dream. That much remains consistent with many stagings of Arthur Miller's 1949 masterpiece, ever the incisive indictment of misplaced pride and suffocating capitalism.
Yet the man behind the wheel here has his own ideas. Steering this memory play into the abstract, director Joe Mantello hypnotically weaves through the traffic of Willy's muddled mind -- past and present, real and hallucinatory -- without veering off the road. Chloe Lamford's grimy industrial set leaves space for characters to linger around its edges, hauntingly waiting for their cues to enter the fray. Certain sights seem to appear out of nowhere, conjured in one understated coup de theatre after another, and Caroline Shaw's score rings of unsettling dissonance.
Although Lane may seem an unexpected vessel for such hardship, the casting proves inspired. Inhabiting a cash-strapped road warrior, grasping for purpose in a world that no longer sees any in him, Lane plays Willy like an aging song-and-dance man tired of singing for his supper. Brief pops of optimism -- a flashback here, a joyful respite there -- summon Lane's inherent charm. It's devastating to see such a paragon of joy crumble.
That the ever-reliable Laurie Metcalf proves his match as Willy's wife, Linda, is inevitable. Channeling her unique brand of forceful exasperation, Metcalf delivers an "attention must be paid" monologue for the ages. Christopher Abbott plays the couple's older son, Biff, with a simmering ferocity -- sleeves rolled, jaw clenched -- that spectacularly boils over. "The Gilded Age's" Ben Ahlers is a firecracker as the chest-puffing younger brother Happy. That Mantello has added actors to play the younger versions of Biff and Happy (Joaquin Consuelos and Jake Termine, respectively) underscores the brothers' disillusioned transformation.
Only three years have passed since these characters were last on Broadway, in an acclaimed Wendell Pierce-led revival. Yet Mantello's staging has no trouble justifying its existence. Eerily atmospheric and impeccably cast, this "Death of a Salesman" finds vitality in the macabre.
Death of a Salesman Through Aug. 9 at the Winter Garden Theatre in New York. About 2 hours 50 minutes. salesmanbroadway.com.
Here's a roundup of four more productions now on Broadway:

Robert "Silk" Mason, right, plays the Magical Mister Mistoffelees in "Cats: The Jellicle Ball." (Evan Zimmerman/MurphyMade)


The inherent absurdity of "Cats," Andrew Lloyd Webber's 1981 musical about fantastical felines jockeying for rebirth (I think?), has become theatrical canon. Tom Hooper's catastrophic 2019 film adaptation only amplified the perception.
So it's a triumph of reinvention that the Broadway revival -- a celebration of queer ballroom culture billed as "Cats: The Jellicle Ball" -- imbues this (cat scratch) fever dream of a show with not just rousing exuberance but also, at long last, narrative cohesion.
Directed by Zhailon Levingston and Bill Rauch, this production reframes "Cats" as a series of dance battles and runway duels. Rum Tum Tugger (Sydney James Harcourt) is now a suave stud with a penchant for shedding his clothes, while Gus the Theatre Cat (Junior LaBeija) is a revered old queen. Skimbleshanks the Railway Cat (a mesmerizing Emma Sofia) is a MetroCard-flouting scamp. Grizabella ("Tempress" Chasity Moore) is a past-her-prime diva still lugging around a weathered trophy of yesteryear. As Old Deuteronomy, the inimitable Andre De Shields -- whose Playbill bio, correctly, labels him a "Broadway deity" -- commands the catwalk with gravitas that channels his 80 years and impishness that belies it.
As synth-powered entertainment, it's exhilarating. As a display of loose-limbed fabulosity, it's a marvel. As a beacon of gay liberation, it's affirming. After relishing this production's 2024 off-Broadway run, staged at the more immersive Perelman Performing Arts Center, I worried that something would be broken in its Midtown relocation. But the entire vision -- Omari Wiles and Arturo Lyons's vibrant choreography, Rachel Hauck's sleek set, Qween Jean's breathtaking costumes -- feels refreshingly at home on Broadway.
Ultimately, that's on me for doubting. I should've known that "Cats" would have another life.
Cats: The Jellicle Ball Ongoing at the Broadhurst Theatre. About 2 hours 25 minutes. catsthejellicleball.com.

"The Bear" co-stars Ebon Moss-Bachrach, left, and Jon Bernthal reunite in "Dog Day Afternoon." (Evan Zimmerman/MurphyMade)


A less-successful adaptation is "Dog Day Afternoon," playwright Stephen Adly Guirgis's take on the botched 1972 Brooklyn bank robbery that inspired the Oscar-winning movie with Al Pacino. Starring "The Bear's" Jon Bernthal and Ebon Moss-Bachrach as the bungling crooks -- whose in-and-out operation devolves into a 14-hour hostage situation -- this Rupert Goold-directed pressure cooker foregrounds the farce that always underpinned the Sidney Lumet film.
It's a perfectly valid formula that could have used significant recalculation. By funneling a barrage of quips and gags to our supporting players -- an emasculated detective (John Ortiz), a plucky chief teller (Jessica Hecht) and a hapless security guard (Danny Johnson) -- Guirgis delivers a giggly first act that undermines the bloody second. The play thus squanders fine performances from Moss-Bachrach, who portrays the underwritten Sal as a sad sack on the edge, and Bernthal, who expertly negotiates both Sonny's unearned swagger and his stealthy soft side.
When "Dog Day Afternoon" does grasp at sincerity, it instead snags more laughter from an audience that has been conditioned for a different kind of play. Pressing Sonny for insight, Ortiz's hostage negotiator puts it best: "What's with the sudden shift of tone?"
Dog Day Afternoon Through July 12 at the August Wilson Theatre. About 2 hours 15 minutes. dogdayafternoon.com.

John Lithgow plays Roald Dahl opposite Aya Cash in "Giant." (Joan Marcus)


Much of the buzz around "Giant," Mark Rosenblatt's blistering play about the fallout from Roald Dahl's antisemitism, centers on John Lithgow's depiction of the "Charlie and the Chocolate Factory" author. Rightfully so: Lithgow plays Dahl like a powder keg, lacing his curmudgeonly tenor and literary loquaciousness with cold condescension. The transformative performance earned Lithgow an Olivier Award for last year's London premiere and will probably net him a Tony Award come June.
But the merits of this character study by way of crisis management drama extend well beyond Lithgow's towering presence. Precisely directed by Nicholas Hytner, the 1983-set "Giant" surrounds Dahl with intensely invested parties. Aya Cash convincingly spirals from nervy control to righteous rage as the American publishing envoy sent to coax an apology out of Dahl. Elliot Levey nimbly inhabits a British executive -- ever pacing, his hands pocketed -- who would rather not ruffle Dahl's feathers. And Rachael Stirling deftly portrays Felicity Crosland, Dahl's second wife, who plays both sides of the damage-control game.
Together, they execute a taxonomy of Dahl's bigotry. For all the imagined discourse and diatribes, Rosenblatt shrewdly leaves space for Dahl to hang himself with his own rope and caps "Giant" with the most of chilling of real-life quotes. Want to separate art from the artist? Not on Rosenblatt's watch.
Giant Through June 28 at the Music Box Theatre. About 2 hours 20 minutes. gianttheplay.com.

Alden Ehrenreich and Madeline Brewer in "Becky Shaw." (Marc J. Franklin)


Madeline Brewer as the title character doesn't appear until late in the first act of "Becky Shaw," but it's clear enough why her name adorns the play: She's the grenade thrown into a riveting game of psychological warfare.
Gina Gionfriddo's biting comedy centers on pseudo-siblings -- Alden Ehrenreich's smug Max and Lauren Patten's impulsive Suzanna, who grew up in the same house but aren't related -- and the aftermath of the messy decision to consummate their affections. Also caught in this tangled web of resentments and microaggressions: the sublime Linda Emond as Lauren's straight-talking mother; "The Pitt's" Patrick Ball as an earnest man who storms into Lauren's life; and Brewer as Max's hot mess of a blind date (who may be more Machiavellian than she appears).
Trip Cullman oversees a sharp production that will leave you in stitches, anchored by Ehrenreich's delicious performance as a man unafraid to be insufferable. "If you look hard at anyone," Emond's character observes late in the play, "you will be revolted." And in this case, undeniably entranced.
Becky Shaw Through June 14 at the Hayes Theatre. About 2 hours 30 minutes. 2st.com.
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White House
Trump's reversal on day care upends a bipartisan push to lower costs
Lawmakers and advocates were gaining momentum until the president backtracked on his campaign promise.

President Donald Trump at the White House Easter Egg Roll on April 6. He told the audience at a lunch a few days earlier that the federal government "can't take care of day care." (Maxine Wallace/The Washington Post)


By Isaac Arnsdorf | 2026-04-16
President Donald Trump's rejection this month of federal support for child care upended significant bipartisan work to address an issue that families emphasize is driving up costs, according to advocacy groups and lawmakers involved in the efforts.
Lawmakers had signed on in record numbers to letters requesting money for early childhood care and education, according to the First Five Years Fund, a nonprofit that advocates for the programs. Trump's domestic spending package expanded tax credits for working parents to offset child care costs, adopting elements of a bill from Sens. Katie Boyd Britt (R-Alabama) and Tim Kaine (D-Virginia). And the White House budget proposal for 2027 maintained funding for Head Start and the Child Care and Development Block Grant, about $20 billion combined.
"The interactions we've had within HHS and OMB have been positive," said Sarah Rittling, the First Five Years Fund's executive director and a former counsel to then-Sen. Lamar Alexander (R-Tennessee), referring to the Department of Health and Human Services and the Office of Management and Budget. Advocates and lawmakers also reported encouraging conversations with Vice President JD Vance, Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent, White House chief of staff Susie Wiles and the president himself.
But then a riff from Trump that wasn't supposed to be public threw doubt on his administration's position.
"We can't take care of day care," Trump said at an Easter lunch on April 1, according to a video the White House posted online and later removed. "We're a big country, we have 50 states. We have all these other people, we're fighting wars. We can't take care of day care."
Aides said that despite Trump's sweeping language, the president was just referring to allegations of fraudulent payments for child care centers in Minnesota. A White House official said a new Vance-led task force to catch fraud in the programs will ensure their "viability for the Americans they're meant to serve."
In January the administration attempted to withhold $10 billion in federal grants for child care and other assistance to Minnesota and four other Democratic-led states. A federal judge blocked the freeze in February, saying the administration had provided "no reasoned explanation" for its decision.
The White House declined to elaborate on how Trump plans to make child care more affordable, as he explicitly promised during the 2024 campaign.
"He told me to my face, 'We have to have child care,'" said Reshma Saujani, the founder and CEO of Moms First, a nonprofit advocating for parental leave and child care. She was quoting Trump's response to a question she asked him at a town hall at the New York Economic Club in September 2024.
"You have to have it," Trump said then.
"The facts haven't changed," Saujani said. "Americans are still being priced out of parenthood. The only thing that's changed is the president's love of foreign wars."
Child care prices jumped 29 percent from 2020 to 2024, exceeding the rate of inflation, according to Child Care Aware of America. The average price of child care for two children was more than food, transportation, health care and in-state college tuition in every region of the country, the nonprofit group's analysis showed. At $13,128, the average annual price of child care amounts to 35 percent of the median income for a single parent, according to the Bipartisan Policy Center.
Proposals to address those costs include increasing the supply of providers and giving money to parents. Almost 4.2 million children lack access to a licensed child care program in their area, according to research by the Bipartisan Policy Center.
During the presidential campaign, Vance and other members of Trump's coalition highlighted declining U.S. birth rates as an economic, national security and cultural concern. The country's fertility rate started falling in the 2000s and reached a record low of 1.6 births per woman in 2024.
Since taking office, Trump administration officials have talked about policies to try to raise birth rates. In February 2025, for example, the Transportation Department said it would prioritize highway spending in places with higher birth rates.
Most Americans say the federal government should not have a role in encouraging people to have more children, a Pew Research Center survey in September 2025 found. But large majorities did support specific policies that could lower costs for families, such as providing free child care (64 percent to 21 percent), requiring paid family leave (75 percent to 10 percent) and giving parents more tax credits (82 percent to 7 percent).
Trump's domestic spending package, known as the Working Families Tax Cut Act or the One Big Beautiful Bill, last year updated several child care tax credits for the first time in decades. The bill initially expanded the credit for employer-provided day care for the first time since 2001. In the Senate, Britt has pushed to add provisions that she first introduced with Kaine in 2024, including an expansion of tax credits for families and flexible savings accounts for child care.
Unlike the Britt-Kaine bill, however, the final version of Trump's legislation did not make the credit refundable, meaning it doesn't help the poorest 40 percent of households that owe no federal income tax.
"I wish the White House would focus on partnering with Congress to get that done -- instead of saying it's 'not possible' to address the child care crisis because of Trump's unnecessary and unpopular wars," Kaine said.
The cost of employees being distracted, missing work or quitting their jobs because of child care disruptions totals up to $70 billion a year across the entire U.S. economy, according to a new McKinsey & Company research report released today for Moms First and companies including Hilton and Chobani. Families with children under 5 lose $172 billion annually in earnings and productivity, according to a February study by ReadyNation, a national bipartisan group of business leaders.
In his New York Economic Club remarks in 2024, Trump said the U.S. could easily pay for child care using tariff revenue. His tariffs raised $287 billion in 2025, but the Supreme Court struck down most of them in February, ruling that in levying them, the president had exceeded his authority. Companies are now demanding refunds. Universal child care through age 4 would cost an estimated $175 billion to $200 billion annually, according to Moms First, while universal pre-K would cost an estimated $40 billion to $60 billion per year.
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Washington Commanders
A new Washington Commanders uniform has spear on helmet in nod to former name
The alternate could reignite debate over the organization's use of Native American imagery.

The "Hail Raiser," which will serve as the team's alternate uniform, is an all-black ensemble paired with a black helmet featuring a "spear W" decal on both sides. (Washington Commanders)


By Les Carpenter | 2026-04-15
As expected, the Washington Commanders released a collection of new uniforms for their coming season. And as expected, the team's main uniforms continue to look nearly identical to the ones the team wore before it dropped its former name in 2020, only with the prominent W standing in for the Native American logo the franchise used for decades.
But one tweak to a third, all-black alternate could reignite an old debate, and could test for how far the organization wants to go in embracing its controversial previous name and imagery.
The alternate "Hail Raiser" uniform's helmet is black, with the same blocky burgundy-and-gold W as the regular helmet. But it includes a spear going through the middle of the W, an unmistakable nod to the large group of fans who have begged owner Josh Harris to change the team's largely unpopular name and possibly return to "Redskins," which embattled former owner Daniel Snyder reluctantly ditched in 2020 under pressure from fans and minority owner Fred Smith.
"I'm sure there will be some that are always looking for a full reversal," Commanders President Mark Clouse told ESPN regarding the franchise's old name and logo, "and that's not the path we're on, but I think this is a great way to continue to celebrate that."
Still, the spear is likely to upset some Native Americans and other fans who have demanded the team not use any Native imagery.

The redesigned 2026 uniform collection includes the all-black alternative. (Washington Commanders)


"The inclusion of the spear and its sharpest point -- the spearhead or 'tip of the spear' -- symbolizes the top fighters, the front lines, those leading a mission who are unafraid to step into the fire," the team said in its announcement.
It called the new logo "a joining of past and present."
"These all-black 'alter egos' convey a stealth quality exhibited by elite units in battle and embody the identity of the Commander: a leader of warriors," the announcement continued.
Commanders and NFL officials did not immediately return phone calls seeking comment. 
The other uniforms, which the Commanders probably will wear most of the time, almost mirror exactly those worn for decades up to the hasty redesign in the summer of 2020.
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